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          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: We have guests that

          3  we'll be honoring at the beginning of this meeting.

          4  Councilman Felder, I know that you have a particular

          5  introduction that you'd like to make that all of us

          6  join with you in honoring for his extraordinary

          7  service. Council Member Felder.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Can I ask my

          9  colleagues to join us, please?

         10                 For those of you that don't know, Al

         11  Tropea has been in charge, in part, with his

         12  colleagues, of the sound here at City Hall, for how

         13  many years?

         14                 MR. TROPEA: Thirty-seven.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Only 37 years.

         16  And throughout, at least throughout the years that

         17  I've been here, he always made me sound good. And

         18  even when the Speaker said cut off his mikes -- oh,

         19  I'm sorry, I have to apologize, that was Betsy who

         20  said that. I apologize. He did not listen to them,

         21  and he let me speak.

         22                 So, it's really an honor, such a

         23  quiet, modest man. Really, you don't see anything,

         24  you don't hear. Behind the scenes and together with

         25  his other friends here who do the sound, he really

                                                            5

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  has done his job unbelievably well, and I am sorry

          3  to see you go, and I think so will all of us be. And

          4  we want to thank you, especially for the times that

          5  I'm here, and I think all of us, for making us all

          6  sound good all the time, and we hope that God gives

          7  you good health and happiness together with your

          8  family for many years. And you should come back now

          9  and listen to us, all right?

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Simcha.

         11  Certainly we all share in your sentiments, and if we

         12  could ask the Clerk to read the proclamation.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         14  of New York, Proclamation.

         15                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         16  New York is proud and pleased to honor Alfred L.

         17  Tropea for 37 years of outstanding service to the

         18  City of New York; and

         19                 Whereas: Most people walk into a room

         20  and look for a quiet place to sit and get

         21  comfortable: when Al Tropea steps into a room, you

         22  can expect voices - important voices - to be heard.

         23  For thirty-seven years, this "maestro of the mult

         24  box" has been wiring others for sound, making even

         25  the meekest sound operatic; and
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          2                 Whereas: Working skillfully behind

          3  the scenes, Alfred Tropea has become a beloved and

          4  welcomed presence throughout the corridors of City

          5  Hall; A native New Yorker born and raised in the

          6  Bronx to Lawrence Tropea and Nellie Giocolano, Al

          7  discovered his calling early on, first as an amateur

          8  radio operator and then, after graduating from high

          9  school and serving in the United States Armed

         10  Forces, as an employee for WNYC, the city-owned

         11  radio station; and

         12                 Whereas: Since 1968, Al Tropea has

         13  been a crusader in the fight against static and

         14  feedback - the kind that can clog up airwaves and

         15  make microphone handling a painful experience on the

         16  ears. During his career, Al has set up the audio

         17  feeds in City Hall that have helped newsmakers,

         18  politicians, and local and international dignitaries

         19  broadcast their voices to the public; he has covered

         20  an extraordinary range of events, from ticker tape

         21  parades for the New York Yankees and the New York

         22  Rangers, to the arrival of renowned individuals such

         23  as Pope John Paul, Queen Elizabeth, Nelson Mandela

         24  and John Glenn - and has wired each event with

         25  expertise and calm, usually working under enormous
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          2  pressure; and

          3                 Whereas: Al Tropea has served no less

          4  than seven New York City mayors, beginning with

          5  Mayor Wagner, has been through three changes of

          6  Majority Leadership at the Council, and, most

          7  importantly, through six Yankees World Series

          8  Championships; and

          9                 Whereas: Among Al's responsibilities,

         10  he was in charge of the full sound operation at City

         11  Hall; scheduled all engineering assignments at WNYC;

         12  handled the complicated uplinking and downlinking

         13  facilities for National Public Radio; and took

         14  charge of all upgrades of the sound system in

         15  Council Chambers, Council Committee Room, Public

         16  Hearing Chamber and the Blue Room; and

         17                 Whereas: However, the most important

         18  achievement in Al's life hasn't been work related:

         19  it's been his marriage to Barbara, his wife of

         20  twenty-seven years, and his two children,

         21  Christopher and Michael, who Al has helped put

         22  through college; and

         23                 Whereas: For his professionalism, his

         24  warmth, his talents and because there's no such

         25  thing as "amplifying" without the letters "AL," we
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          2  extend to Alfred Tropea the deepest gratitude of

          3  this legislative body. He has enriched us with his

          4  presence and is worthy of the esteem of all New

          5  Yorkers; now, therefore

          6                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          7  City of New York honors ALFRED L. TROPEA for 37

          8  years of outstanding municipal service to the City

          9  of New York.

         10                 Signed this 11th day of October in

         11  the year Two Thousand and Five.

         12                 Gifford Miller, Speaker for the

         13  Entire Council; Simcha Felder, Council Member, 44th

         14  District, Brooklyn.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Al, before we have

         16  you say a few words, we thank you for all your

         17  service. We're very pleased to have with us the

         18  Commissioner of the Department for Citywide

         19  Administrative Services, Martha Hirst, as well as

         20  the First Deputy Commissioner, Commissioner

         21  Finkelman. But maybe Commissioner Hirst, would you

         22  like to say a few words?

         23                 COMMISSIONER HIRST: Thank you, Mr.

         24  Speaker.

         25                 It's my pleasure to be here today. Al
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          2  and I have been colleagues in this government for

          3  over 25 years actually. We both were young at that

          4  time. And he probably has built half the equipment

          5  in this building that brings us the lyrical sounds

          6  of this body and certainly many mayors across the

          7  hall. But we have been friends and colleagues all

          8  that time. I worked in this building for many years,

          9  as you know, and it was a treat to me to go to DCAS

         10  and find that among my colleagues at that agency was

         11  Al Tropea. So, we certainly are going to miss him.

         12  We feel like a member of our family is retiring. And

         13  in fact, that's true, the DCAS family, and there's a

         14  lot of history there. Look at that smile. He never

         15  says a word, he's heard it all, and we'll wish him

         16  well from DCAS later this week in some festivities

         17  that we're holding and are very pleased to join you

         18  today, Mr. Speaker, Mr. Felder, in honoring him.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you,

         20  Commissioner. And Al, thank you for your wife, as

         21  well, for giving up your time to us, the people of

         22  the City of New York, and we really do thank you for

         23  your service, in all seriousness.

         24                 We are also fortunate to have a

         25  chance to serve this City. But those of us who get a
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          2  chance to do it in a very public way don't often

          3  have chances enough to thank those who do it in a

          4  little bit more less acknowledged way. So, it's nice

          5  for us to have the chance to thank you for all of

          6  your years of service.

          7                 We would be honored if you would say

          8  a few words to us this time.

          9                 MR. TROPEA: Well, thank you. I'm not

         10  used to using the microphone, other than I'm an

         11  amateur radio operator, that's about the only time I

         12  use a microphone, but to stand behind the people

         13  that I've made sure they heard well. That was my

         14  job, to make sure everybody got their message out,

         15  and I did the job, and I'm glad it all worked out. I

         16  had fun. It was never monotonous, and I enjoyed the

         17  work. And I want to thank, well, my wife for 27

         18  years. Twenty-seven years putting up with all the

         19  coming home lates for some ceremony or for the

         20  budget hearings or whatever it was, and Marty

         21  Preston, my boss, who has always been behind me and

         22  had confidence in me. And, of course, the

         23  Commissioner, too. She's been great. She's always

         24  been a good friend, and I was glad to go out with

         25  her being my Commissioner.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

          4                 Council Member Perkins.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

          6  very much. This is a great honor today for me

          7  personally because, you know, there are very few

          8  opportunities we get to really acknowledge someone

          9  that has had, not only an important impact on the

         10  community and the City, in a very, very progressive,

         11  and what one might even call revolutionary way, in

         12  the sense that he was ahead of his time and he made

         13  such substantial changes.

         14                 So, today, you know, for me it's

         15  great to have Dr. Preston Wilcox and his family and

         16  associates to be at this Council.

         17                 Yes, please give him a round of

         18  applause. Give him a round of applause. Because he

         19  has been in the trenches for so long and with such

         20  consistency, with such fidelity to the principles

         21  that are very, very important to all of us, that it

         22  would have been a shame had we not taken an

         23  opportunity at this Council, which has been such an

         24  important voice for the people of the City of New

         25  York, to pay our tribute to him and to his family
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          2  and to the community of outstanding work he's done

          3  on so many different ways.

          4                 There are some of us here who grew up

          5  as a result of him, and who his legacy, you can

          6  probably see from Al Vann to Bill Perkins, to

          7  Charles Barron, all of us, I see Viola Plummer, so

          8  many of us have been touched by the work that he's

          9  done and if you see a common voice in us, blame him,

         10  because he was our mentor and he was our tutor for

         11  so many more that could not even be here today.

         12                 So, it's a great honor to recognize

         13  him.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. And if the

         15  clerk could read the proclamation.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: The Council, City of

         17  New York, Proclamation.

         18                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         19  New York is pleased and proud to join family,

         20  friends and distinguished members of the community

         21  in honoring Preston Wilcox for his outstanding

         22  service to the community; and

         23                 Whereas: Preston Wilcox exemplifies

         24  all that is most noble and noteworthy in human

         25  achievement: abundant generosity; the development of
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          2  one's intellect, spirit and talents to help nurture

          3  and educate others; sharing the fruits of one's

          4  creativity with the community in which one works and

          5  lives; advocating for and proudly extolling one's

          6  heritage, and a firm commitment to the values and

          7  issues that most forcefully strengthen community

          8  bonds; and

          9                 Whereas: A vocal advocate for our

         10  nation's youth, Mr. Wilcox has worked tirelessly to

         11  improve their well-being and to expand their

         12  academic opportunities; he played essential roles in

         13  the Wilmington Youth Education Action Committee in

         14  Delaware and the School Community Control Movement

         15  in Harlem and was the Foundling Board Chairperson of

         16  the East Harlem Youth Employment Service; he has

         17  also played an essential role in the national level

         18  with programs such as Headstart, Upward Bound,

         19  Follow Through and Child Development; and

         20                 Whereas: In addition to his

         21  outstanding service on youth issues, Mr. Wilcox has

         22  also worked for the betterment the community in

         23  general; he helped author an anti-poverty proposal

         24  for Massive Economic Neighborhood Development

         25  (MEND), a local economic development organization,
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          2  that was later adopted as a city-wide model; he has

          3  also contributed to the East Harlem Triangle into a

          4  viable urban village and has been actively involved

          5  in the National Association for African American

          6  Educators, the National Association of Black Social

          7  Workers, the Congress of African People and the

          8  National Black Political Convention; and

          9                 Whereas: Mr. Wilcox currently

         10  operates the AFRAM Alternative Information/Marketing

         11  Service and serves as a Social Worker Consultant at

         12  the Langston Hughes/Rafael Hernandez Community

         13  School and the Harlem Block "Housing the Homeless"

         14  Project; he is a member of the J. Raymond Jones

         15  Democratic Club, the Harlem Committee for

         16  International Visitors, the Harlem Reclamation

         17  Project and the Harlem Solidarity Committee; and

         18                 Whereas: Preston Wilcox's community

         19  outreach and activism are to be truly commended; he

         20  has demonstrated the virtues of fine leadership and

         21  guidance, and it is with deep gratitude that we

         22  honor him today; now, therefore

         23                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         24  City of New York most gratefully honors PRESTON

         25  WILCOX for his important contributions to the City
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          2  and the community.

          3                 Signed this 11th day of October in

          4  the year Two Thousand and Five, Gifford Miller,

          5  Speaker for the Entire Council; Bill Perkins,

          6  Council Member, 9th District.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Dr. Wilcox, we are

          8  very, very pleased that you are here with us and

          9  that we have the opportunity to honor you.

         10                 Before I ask you to say a few words,

         11  I want to give my colleague, Al Vann, an opportunity

         12  to say a few words as well.

         13                 Council Member Vann.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Thank you,

         15  Speaker.

         16                 There was a time when the community,

         17  the black community in particular, did not take

         18  ownership of their schools, and so they left them to

         19  others to make all the decisions. But there were

         20  people, a lot of people that you know that became

         21  leaders in the revolution of sorts that took place

         22  in public education in the sixties. But probably not

         23  well known was a figure who impacted on all of us,

         24  to be involved in empowering parents, educating

         25  parents, educating the community of the schools that
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          2  were in fact their schools. And because of that

          3  training and tutoring and teaching, the

          4  centralization became a reality. It should have been

          5  community control, but it was decentralization. But

          6  a lot of that would not have occurred except for the

          7  leadership of Preston Wilcox.

          8                 One final thing, I know time is of

          9  the essence. There are not too many achieved people,

         10  educational people with Ph.Ds and so forth, who

         11  really hang out, struggle with the people, and all

         12  of the skills and all the knowledge that he has, to

         13  use that being with the people, to strengthen them,

         14  empower them, so they can make changes and move on

         15  their own.

         16                 He's a very unique man. Very unusual.

         17  And I'm very pleased and honored to be here with you

         18  as you receive this proclamation.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Council

         20  Member Vann. I know you speak for so many of our

         21  colleagues here.

         22                 Dr. Wilcox, we're pleased that your

         23  son is here and other family and friends, and we'd

         24  be very honored if you'd say a few words.

         25                 DR. WILCOX: First, I want to thank
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          2  Bill for what you've done. I appreciate it.

          3                 I'm a historian, and much of my life

          4  has been shaped by my own history. And I was

          5  thinking about, I'm from Youngstown, Ohio, by the

          6  way. I was born on Harlem Street in Youngstown,

          7  Ohio. And I still go back there once or twice, and

          8  whenever I get to the airport or the bus station,

          9  somebody knows me and calls up my high school

         10  classmates and so forth, and they all show up at my

         11  house.

         12                 And when I was about seven years of

         13  age, a lady on my block said you're going to make a

         14  big contribution to your people. I said, now, why is

         15  she telling me that? Supposing I want to hang out,

         16  supposing I want to have a ball like everybody else?

         17  It didn't happen. They wouldn't let it happen. The

         18  neighbors wouldn't let it happen.

         19                 No girl on my block would go to a

         20  dance unless I was going, and they would buy my

         21  ticket. And then when they'd leave me they'd say,

         22  give me 15 minutes, I'd say, no, I'm going to tell

         23  your mother I left you at 12:01, and I had the

         24  privilege years later of knocking on a friend's door

         25  and the mother was telling her grandson, when you
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          2  grow up, I want you to be like Preston Wilcox. She

          3  opened the door and saw me standing there and almost

          4  fainted. She could not believe it. And so it's those

          5  kind of episodes that maybe made this possible, that

          6  I found some way to give my life serving the needs

          7  of my people. It's been a tremendous experience.

          8                 Charles Barron didn't talk about the

          9  fact we closed down the Schomberg Library, and I'm

         10  pleased now that we have a lot of people, actions

         11  taking place. Like the victims at the World Trade

         12  Center are now asking to speak for themselves. I

         13  think that the City Council probably can contribute

         14  to that process of getting people to believe in

         15  themselves and to speak for themselves.

         16                 And I just want to introduce my son

         17  on my right. I consider that what happens to your

         18  children is the ultimate measure of what you've done

         19  on the earth, and I have three daughters and a son.

         20                 Every time I go to a doctor, he goes

         21  with me. He doesn't talk to me, he talks to the

         22  doctor. He gets on the cell phone, calls up my three

         23  daughters, every time I talk with them, they ask me

         24  about my health first. I can call them up about

         25  something else, they'll ask me about my health
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          2  first. So, I'm privileged to have this opportunity

          3  to have you with me.

          4                 I've got to share this with you.

          5  You've walked many picket lines with me. Always took

          6  them with me. I was in the League for Industrial

          7  Democracy, SDS and so forth. He went to all those

          8  training sessions, and I remember that every morning

          9  about 5:00, before I'd go up to the training

         10  sessions, somebody on League for Industrial

         11  Democracy would ask me to check for communist

         12  literature. Course, I never reported back to them,

         13  but that's what they were checking on. They didn't

         14  realize that as a black man, the first white people

         15  that I ever saw came into my neighborhood to help me

         16  were communists. Other people didn't. The first

         17  picket line I worked on, walked on when I was seven

         18  years of age, were getting a woman a job, getting

         19  her a raise, a $2.00 a week raise in a grocery

         20  store. $2.00 a week, Youngstown, Ohio. The communist

         21  party arranged the picket line.

         22                 I was just thinking about a lot of my

         23  classmates who were white, the only time we'd ever

         24  see them on a friendship basis, is when Count Basey

         25  or Duke Ellington came down and they would show up
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          2  for the dance. We said, these dudes are cool.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: See, the

          4  problem with honoring a historian, is they got a lot

          5  of history. He's got a lot of history, he keeps

          6  rolling on.

          7                 You've got to wind up.

          8                 MR. WILCOX: Oh, okay. They always

          9  shut me up. That's all right.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. Let's take

         11  a picture here together.

         12                 MS. PLUMMER: My name is Viola

         13  Plummer, and presently I am the Chief of Staff for

         14  the honorable Charles Barron. Preston and I go back,

         15  I can't remember how many years, in terms of the

         16  struggle around community control of education,

         17  community control of where we lived, how we lived,

         18  the absolute dedication of this brother to our

         19  people is indelible for me. I think Bill Perkins

         20  said that if we all sound like, maybe it was

         21  Councilman Vann, if we all sound alike, it's because

         22  of Preston's influence.

         23                 You've been tremendous for us. I

         24  thank you. And I'm honored to say a few words, as

         25  this City honors you. Thank you very much, Preston.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Okay. Pat Reilly is

          3  here.

          4                 Pat, come on up. I get to introduce

          5  Pat.

          6                 Pat has spent so many years in City

          7  government and in State government, working for so

          8  many years on behalf of the City of New York that we

          9  wanted, and I wanted, to take an opportunity to

         10  thank her for all of her service.

         11                 She left. She left long ago. She's

         12  back. She never really left, that's the point. Pat

         13  has always been a tremendous service to the people

         14  of the City of New York, and we didn't have an

         15  opportunity to honor her when she left several years

         16  ago, and we wanted to rectify that. And she

         17  continues to serve the people of the City of New

         18  York in so many, and the State of New York in so

         19  many different ways. So, I don't want to go through

         20  her entire career, because we could be here for

         21  forever, but I wanted to give an opportunity to all

         22  of my colleagues to thank her for all of her work,

         23  and ask the clerk to read the proclamation.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         25  of New York, Proclamation.
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          2                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          3  New York is pleased and proud to recognize Patricia

          4  M. Reilly for her distinguished contributions to the

          5  City and State of New York; and

          6                 Whereas: Today, we are immensely

          7  proud to honor Patricia M. Reilly, a woman of

          8  remarkable achievement who exemplifies all that is

          9  best in people; and

         10                 Whereas: For seven years Patricia M.

         11  Reilly was the New York City Council's official

         12  representative before the New York State Assembly

         13  and the New York Senate. In that capacity, Ms.

         14  Reilly promoted legislation of interest to Speaker

         15  Gifford Miller and all Council Members, advocated

         16  the Speaker's annual legislative agenda and

         17  monitored all legislative proposals that impacted

         18  the City of New York and its citizens. During her

         19  tenure as Chief Lobbyist for the Council, she

         20  successfully brought about legislation, passed and

         21  signed by the Governor, including: extending

         22  commuter tax through 1998; extending Loft Law and

         23  Mitchell Lama; extending and expanding the Power of

         24  Jobs Program; extending the NYC Rent Control

         25  Program; and other legislation that benefitted
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          2  children, families, home owners and businesses in

          3  Lower Manhattan; and

          4                 Whereas: Prior to her work for the

          5  Council, Ms. Reilly held a number of high profile

          6  positions with New York State agencies and

          7  Government, including Deputy Commissioner for

          8  Customer Services with the New York State Department

          9  of Motor Vehicles, and Assistant Commissioner for

         10  Regional Affairs within the same agency; Ms. Reilly

         11  was Governor Cuomo's Regional

         12  Representative/Ombudsman for Queens County; Regional

         13  Director for the New York State Department of

         14  Agriculture and Markets; and a Deputy Press

         15  Secretary in the New York State Senate Minority

         16  Leader's Office; and

         17                 Whereas: Currently a Ph.D candidate

         18  in Political Science at CUNY, Patricia M. Reilly

         19  hold B.A. and M.A. degrees in Government and

         20  Politics from St. John's University; in addition,

         21  Ms. Reilly was a lecturer at St. John's for 10

         22  years, where she taught courses in Public

         23  Administration, the American Political System, State

         24  and Local Government, and New York City Politics;

         25  and
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          2                 Whereas: We are immensely proud to

          3  honor Patricia M. Reilly for her distinguished

          4  career in New York State and City Government. She

          5  has truly enriched us with her achievements and is

          6  worthy of the esteem of all New Yorkers; now,

          7  therefore

          8                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          9  City of New York honors PATRICIA M. REILLY for

         10  outstanding contributions to the City of New York.

         11                 Signed this 11th day of October in

         12  the year Two Thousand and Five, Gifford Miller,

         13  Speaker for the Entire Council.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Indeed. And all that

         15  is true, but I would sum it up by saying this, that

         16  you know in government there are certain people that

         17  you call when you want to get something done. And

         18  Pat has always been somebody who you call when you

         19  want to get something done.

         20                 So, Pat, thank you for getting so

         21  much done for the people of the City of New York for

         22  so many years, and we'd be delighted if you'd say a

         23  few words.

         24                 MS. REILLY: Absolutely.

         25                 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Good
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          2  afternoon, everyone. And I'm certainly pleased to be

          3  here.

          4                 My seven years at the City Council

          5  were among the most important of my professional and

          6  personal life, so many friends in the Chamber. We

          7  were very fortunate to enact important legislation

          8  through the people of the City of New York, and I'm

          9  just very grateful to have been part of this great

         10  body and all the wonderful things that happen here.

         11  I'm very happy to represent you, Speaker, and former

         12  Speaker Peter Vallone, and many people that I see

         13  here, we've been friends for 20, 30 years, some

         14  members of the Council.

         15                 I would just like to say a special

         16  hello to two people who work in the Albany office

         17  that are here today, Natasha Kerry, who started out

         18  as an intern in our office, and now works in the

         19  Albany office and is a fabulous young woman. I'm

         20  very proud of her. In a real way she's like a

         21  daughter that I never had. And then Denise Gagnan,

         22  who is our legislative assistant, who is probably

         23  one of the most meticulous readers of legislation.

         24  She often would find provisions that I just passed

         25  over. So, I thank both of them.
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          2                 And thank you all very much.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Pat. Thank

          4  you all.

          5                 All right, Council Member Comrie, our

          6  final guest today.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you, Mr.

          8  Speaker. Could we have Fred Buggs and his family

          9  come forward, please?

         10                 Members, today we are proud to honor

         11  Fred Buggs. Fred "Bugsy" Buggs, for his legacy of

         12  being in Urban Radio for over 30 years. Fred "Bugsy"

         13  Buggs, as he is well known, has served radio in

         14  various capacities, starting at WWRL, working with

         15  Frankie Crocker, and moving to around the country so

         16  he could hone his talents and then coming back to

         17  New York and working at every major urban radio

         18  station. Thirty-year legacy in radio, and in music.

         19  You know, radio touches our lives, moves our hearts,

         20  creates our expressions, and sometimes guides us in

         21  everything that we do. And Fred has not just been

         22  involved on the music end of radio, but the business

         23  end of radio and primarily the community service end

         24  of radio, because he's been active in many community

         25  events, giving back to people all over this City. He
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          2  has literally touched thousands of people, hundreds

          3  of thousands of people with his efforts and his

          4  contributions, and I'm glad that we're able to bring

          5  him down to the Council today to honor him at this

          6  time.

          7                 So, if the clerk could read the

          8  proclamation, please.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: I don't know what

         10  that was.

         11                 If the clerk could read the

         12  proclamation, please.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: The Council, City of

         14  New York.

         15                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         16  New York is proud to honor and recognize Fred Buggs

         17  for his legacy of professional achievement in the

         18  broadcasting industry, and his outstanding

         19  contributions to the City of New York; and

         20                 Whereas: Fred "Bugsy" Buggs needs no

         21  formal introduction. This resident of Cambria

         22  Heights is one of the most popular radio

         23  personalities in New York City, and is currently

         24  celebrating a milestone 30 year anniversary of

         25  on-air broadcasting; and
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          2                 Whereas: Brooklyn born and Queens

          3  raised, Fred Buggs spent his childhood in St. Albans

          4  and Queens Village and from a young age dreamed of

          5  becoming a broadcaster. Interning at the Woodside

          6  studios of WWRL, Bugsy worked with Frankie Crocker

          7  and Jerry Bledsoe, and exhibited the focus,

          8  determination and intelligence that would eventually

          9  translate into his extraordinarily successful

         10  career; and

         11                 Whereas: Bugsy's first gig as a radio

         12  personality is the stuff of legend: in 1975, while

         13  working as an engineer for Frankie Crocker at WBLS,

         14  the station's overnight broadcaster fell ill and Mr.

         15  Crocker recommended Bugsy for the job, thus setting

         16  in motion one of the most illustrious careers in New

         17  York radio; and

         18                 Whereas: After shoring up his skills

         19  at stations around the country, Bugsy returned to

         20  New York City radio where his rich baritone - often

         21  described as a "warm handshake" - filled the

         22  airwaves on WRKS, WBLS and WQHT and helped build an

         23  audience of devoted fans; and

         24                 Whereas: Fred Buggs understands the

         25  importance of helping others. He continues to
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          2  distinguish himself as a mentor to countless young

          3  people, providing them with the benefit of his

          4  wisdom, insights and vast professional experience.

          5  He has received numerous accolades during his

          6  career, including the Billboard Radio Awards Local

          7  Air Personality of the Year Award, the Billboard

          8  Radio Awards Music Director of the Year Award, and a

          9  National Urban League Citation recognizing his

         10  stellar community service; and

         11                 Whereas: Fred "Bugsy" Buggs has

         12  entertained and educated literally millions of

         13  listeners during the course of his career, has

         14  earned the devotion of his audience and the respect

         15  of his colleagues, all of whom are inspired by the

         16  quality of his work, as well as his dedication and

         17  longevity in a highly competitive profession. In all

         18  that he's accomplished, Bugsy has had the loving

         19  support of his wife Iris and daughter La-Tanya. He

         20  has truly enriched us with his contributions and it

         21  is with the deepest gratitude of this legislative

         22  body that we honor him today; now, therefore

         23                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         24  City of New York salutes FRED "BUGSY" BUGGS for his

         25  remarkable 30 year career as a beloved and admired
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          2  radio personality, and for his outstanding

          3  contributions to the City of New York.

          4                 Signed this 11th day of October in

          5  the year Two Thousand and Five, Gifford Miller,

          6  Speaker for the Entire Council; Leroy Comrie,

          7  Council Member, 27th District; Joel Rivera, Council

          8  Member, 15th District; Miguel Martinez, Council

          9  Member, 10th District; Kendall Stewart, Council

         10  Member, 45th District; Helen Foster, Council Member,

         11  16th District.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: We are indeed very

         13  grateful for your service to the people of the City

         14  and we are indeed thrilled to have the opportunity

         15  to thank you for all your work, and we'd be very

         16  grateful now if we could hear a few of your words,

         17  as we'd like to in other circumstances, now we'll do

         18  it on Channel 74.

         19                 MR. BUGGS: Well, Mr. Speaker, you can

         20  hear some words. Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

         21  Thank you, Councilman Comrie, I appreciate it, Viola

         22  Plummer, Charles Barron.

         23                 It has been a great 30 years, but as

         24  you all know, when it comes to time, no one keeps

         25  up, you just look back and see what it is. You're so
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          2  involved in doing what you do, communicating to the

          3  people, it's a lot more than music, although I've

          4  done a lot of music formats. It's been

          5  communicating, reaching out, being in Queens, where

          6  I'm from, being in Brooklyn, where I was born, being

          7  in Staten Island, Manhattan and the Bronx and Jersey

          8  and Connecticut and those areas, and I am very

          9  honored to be honored today here by the City

         10  Council.

         11                 Thank you very much.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Can we call

         14  the Stated Meeting of October 11th to order, please?

         15  Quiet, please.

         16                 All rise. Pledge of Allegiance.

         17                 (Pledge of Allegiance.)

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Roll call.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Present.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

          4                 (No response.)

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Present.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: A quorum is
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          2  present.

          3                 All rise for the invocation by Rabbi

          4  Marjorie Sloam.

          5                 RABBI SLOAM: Thank you, Councilman

          6  Addabbo, for inviting me this afternoon, to deliver

          7  this invocation on behalf of the West End Temple in

          8  Neponsit in the Rockaways.

          9                 As the Jewish community finds itself

         10  ensconced in a period of introspection, poised

         11  between the celebration of our new year, and a time

         12  of personal and communal reflection that will

         13  culminate being tomorrow night when Yom Kipur, our

         14  day of atonement, I offer a prayer from our High

         15  Holiday Prayer Book.

         16                 God of the beginning, God of the end,

         17  God of all creatures, God of all generations, with

         18  love you guide the world, with love you walk

         19  hand-in-hand with all the living;

         20                 You created us in your image, capable

         21  of love and justice, that in creation's long

         22  unfolding we might be your partners;

         23                 You endowed people with freedom, you

         24  gave us judgment, you have set before us many paths

         25  to tread, that we might search and find a way that
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          2  is true for us;

          3                 We thank you for your gift of choice,

          4  created in your image we are called upon to choose;

          5                 Let our reflection during these days

          6  of awe help us to bring into our lives the harmony

          7  we seek and the love we would share.

          8                 Public Advocate Gotbaum, Speaker

          9  Miller, members of City Council, our citizens have

         10  entrusted in you the welfare and safety of our

         11  City's inhabitants, may the choices you make be (in

         12  Jewish) for a blessing.

         13                 Amen.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Motion to

         15  spread the invocation by Council Member Addabbo.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Thank you,

         17  Madam Public Advocate.

         18                 I make a motion to spread the

         19  invocation in full upon the record.

         20                 And I just want to thank Rabbi Sloam

         21  for being here today, and welcome her to West End

         22  Temple as the new Rabbi.

         23                 Rabbi, all the best to you, and lots

         24  of luck. Thank you so much.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Adoption of
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          2  the minutes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Messages and

          5  Papers from the Mayor.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

          8  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

         11  and Communications.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         14  Call-Ups.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         17  Communication from the Speaker.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, before

         19  I speak, two of our members have emergencies that

         20  they have to leave for. Council Member Gennaro, if

         21  you can call him. Council Member Gennaro, he has a

         22  doctor's appointment that can not be moved and

         23  unfortunately has to be attended, and so if you

         24  could call on Council Member Gennaro.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: I vote aye on

          3  all General Coupled Orders, all resolutions, all of

          4  today's calendar items.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: And I gather

          7  Councilman Jennings also has something that he has

          8  to attend to.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: I vote aye

         11  on all Land Use items and all General Orders. Thank

         12  you.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: And the things that

         14  they were voting aye for are very important today.

         15  Two important in particular pieces of legislation I

         16  want to draw your attention to; and those are two

         17  measures in which we are overriding the Mayor's

         18  veto.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         20  please.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: To give some relief

         22  and to protect New Yorkers.

         23                 The first, the Sunday Parking Meter

         24  Bill. This is really just a common sense piece of

         25  legislation. And from now on when New Yorkers return
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          2  to their cars on Sunday and don't find a parking

          3  ticket. They can thank God, but they shouldn't thank

          4  Mike Bloomberg because Mike Bloomberg has been

          5  fighting to make sure they continue to get parking

          6  tickets on Sunday.

          7                 And the reality is this: We ask New

          8  Yorkers to make a sacrifice in the midst of our

          9  worst fiscal crisis. We put Sunday parking on as

         10  part of the measures to close the $6 billion budget

         11  gap. Things have gotten a little bit better, and we

         12  can afford to give this relief to hard-working New

         13  Yorkers. It's the right thing to do. I'm glad to

         14  have so much support from my colleagues and I want

         15  to thank them all for their work.

         16                 And the other piece of legislation

         17  which we're overriding the veto and the Mayor is the

         18  Health Care Security Act.

         19                 The reality is that in New York, too

         20  many businesses are engaged in a race to the bottom.

         21  They're competing to lower prices and increase

         22  profits by eliminating health care for their

         23  employees.

         24                 This is wrong. And the Health Care

         25  Security Act says that at least in one industry as a
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          2  starter here, where we have these responsible

          3  employers who are asking for this kind of relief so

          4  they don't have to engage in that sort of a race,

          5  where we can provide this kind of relief, we say in

          6  this industry, grocery store industry, we will

          7  mandate that all employers have to provide health

          8  insurance, because it's the right thing to do, both

          9  from a moral point of view and from a financial

         10  point of view, because when employers engage in a

         11  race to the bottom, they're shoving the cost of this

         12  health care onto taxpayers. So, this is the right

         13  thing to do. It's a small step but an important step

         14  in the right direction.

         15                 I thank my colleagues for their

         16  support for these important pieces of legislation.

         17  And I want to thank all of my colleagues that have

         18  been engaged in these efforts in order to bring us

         19  to this point as well.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         21  of General Orders.

         22                 Council Member Gentile.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Madam Public

         24  Advocate, I rise on the override today. This is an

         25  override on the Sunday Parking Meters Bill. It's a
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          2  bill that's been two and a half years in the making,

          3  and today with the override, by making the

          4  elimination of Sunday Parking Meters the law, we in

          5  the City Council speak for many New Yorkers and we

          6  say enough is enough, don't harass us, leave us

          7  alone on Sunday.

          8                 When I first intro'd the bill in

          9  August of 2003, and have since combined by bill with

         10  Hiram Monserrate, I did so to reflect the outcry of

         11  New Yorkers who felt that Sunday was a traditional

         12  day for rest, for relaxation, for worship and for

         13  socializing with friends and family. With this

         14  override, we reduce the stress in the lives of our

         15  constituents, and we'll go back to the days of being

         16  able to worship and fellowship in the Church setting

         17  without the fear of a summons from New York City. Be

         18  able to be with friends and family at a park or

         19  social gathering, without the worry of a summons

         20  from New York City. Being able to use Sunday as a

         21  day to sleep late, as a lazy day of relaxation, as a

         22  day with a different pace from all others, without

         23  the thought that you might get slapped with a

         24  parking ticket from New York City.

         25                 We, in this City Council, can affect
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          2  the quality of life in New Yorkers and we do that

          3  today by removing the Sunday parking meters and

          4  making that the law.

          5                 I want to give kudos and thanks to my

          6  colleague and our colleague, Hiram Monserrate, for

          7  his leadership on this issue and on this bill.

          8                 Councilman Monserrate, it was a

          9  pleasure building the coalition of support with you,

         10  and I hope that will be reflected in the override

         11  vote in a few minutes.

         12                 Thank you to Speaker Miller for his

         13  recognizing this as a quality of life issue, and

         14  thereby throwing your support behind it. Because of

         15  your support, Speaker, and the votes of my

         16  colleagues, this bill will become law.  In about 30

         17  days it will take effect. We'll see those signs

         18  change from including Sundays to excluding Sundays,

         19  and all New Yorkers can take their roll of quarters

         20  and keep them home on Sunday. Keep your roll of

         21  quarters home on Sunday.

         22                 Ladies and gentlemen, I urge a yes

         23  vote on the override.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member Monserrate.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Thank you

          3  very much, Madam Public Advocate. And as I rise

          4  today to talk about the override of 669, I also want

          5  to thank my colleague Vinnie Gentile. We've both

          6  introduced bills on this and eventually we worked

          7  together on getting this bill passed. And also to

          8  thank all the advocates in our City that found it

          9  important to advocate for this issue, the ministers,

         10  the civics, the community boards, all of you, my

         11  colleagues here, that overwhelmingly supported this

         12  measure, and today this override will provide relief

         13  for all New Yorkers, free parking meters on Sundays.

         14                 We did a five borough tour, some of

         15  the active members of this body included Larry

         16  Seabrook and Annabel Palma and others, touring

         17  churches and organizations to talk about the

         18  importance of free parking on Sundays at the meters.

         19  It should be no surprise to this body, however, that

         20  again our Mayor missed the call.

         21                 Again, the Mayor of the City of New

         22  York in an apparent pattern of vetoing important

         23  bills and legislation, like the lead paint bill,

         24  like access to food stamps, like predatory lending,

         25  has now chosen again to show his disconnect to the
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          2  average New Yorker. Mr. Bloomberg, again you have

          3  shown that you don't understand how important those

          4  few extra quarters are to the average New Yorker on

          5  Sunday.

          6                 Once again you have shown your

          7  disregard for the most basic elements of having a

          8  day off, one day of relief for the common New

          9  Yorker.

         10                 Today we override your veto, and

         11  perhaps on November the 8th will get permanently

         12  overrided. Thank you very much.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member Barron.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you very

         16  much, Madam Chair.

         17                 I just wanted to thank my colleagues

         18  for bringing forth this parking meter bill.

         19                 How dare the Mayor want us to pay to

         20  pray. We shouldn't have to do that. There is no

         21  economic crises. There is surplus. We can handle

         22  this economically. It's time that you allow

         23  parishioners to freely worship on Sunday, and that's

         24  what I think this bill does, and I want to encourage

         25  all of us to support the override. Shame on you,
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          2  Mayor.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Oddo.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you, Madam

          6  Public Advocate.

          7                 I, too, would like to throw my two

          8  cents in about the override.

          9                 You know, there are many different

         10  types of roads throughout New York City, but when it

         11  comes to negotiating with the DOT, it's only a

         12  one-way street.

         13                 This bill is over-broad, in my

         14  estimations. It could have been tailored

         15  differently. But you can't negotiate with a stone

         16  wall, and much the same way we saw when Council

         17  Member McMahon was negotiating the ferry bill for

         18  Staten Island, it's either Commissioner Weinshal's

         19  way or it's the highway. That's not how we do

         20  business, or at least that's not how government

         21  should happen in this body.

         22                 So when the Administration looks to

         23  point a finger, when it goes to our friends in the

         24  media and points a finger at the City Council, what

         25  they really should do is point a finger up at Worth
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          2  Street and the DOT Commissioner. She refused to

          3  negotiate, so instead of having a good bill, she got

          4  a bad bill.

          5                 I think the intentions of this bill

          6  are great. I'm supporting it. But there was a better

          7  bill out there. A more tailored bill, a more precise

          8  bill, but we can't negotiate against ourselves --

          9                 (speaking off the record.)

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Two weeks from

         11  now I'll give the same speech.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: And we'll look

         13  forward to it, but it will actually be in order

         14  then.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I mean, we had

         16  the sponsors of the bill talk about it, now we're

         17  going to stop me?

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Oh, no. No, you're

         19  okay. I just was letting you know.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Oh. Well, I was

         21  on a roll.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Go get'em.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: You know what I

         24  think I should do, Mr. Speaker? Can I have two more

         25  minutes?
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Sure.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: No. The point of

          4  the matter is, well, I think I made my point.

          5                 You know, these moments are growing

          6  fewer by the week, you know, you and I.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: You just want to make

          8  them last; is that what it is?

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: That's what it

         10  is.

         11                 My point is, if you want a better

         12  bill, you have to come to the negotiating table. She

         13  didn't, and she got stuck with what she got stuck

         14  with.

         15                 Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Minority

         17  Leader.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         19  nobody else, let's move on.

         20                 Report of Special Committees.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Non.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Report of

         23  Standing Committees.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         25  Committee on Education.
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          2                 Intro. 464-A.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: That's amended and

          4  laid over.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          6  Committee on Finance.

          7                 Intro. 692.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          9  General Order Calendar.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 669.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         12  General Order Calendar.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 665.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         16  Committee on Health.

         17                 Intro. 468-A.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         19  General Order Calendar.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 671.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         23  Committee on Land Use.

         24                 LU 544 and companion Reso 1200.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the
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          2  general order calendar.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 545 and

          4  companion Reso 1201.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          6  General Order Calendar.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 546.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: It's approved with

          9  modifications and referred to the City Planning

         10  Commission.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 548, and

         12  companion Reso 1202.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         14  General Order Calendar.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 550 and

         16  companion Reso 1203.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         18  General Order Calendar.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 554 and

         20  companion reso 1204.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 560 and

         23  companion Reso 1205.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 572 and
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          2  companion Reso 1206.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 579 and

          5  companion Reso 1207.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 580 and

          8  companion Reso 1208.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 584 and

         11  companion Reso 1209.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 602 and

         14  companion Reso 1210.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed,

         16  pursuant to letter of withdrawal.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 603 and

         18  companion Reso 1211.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         20  General Order Calendar.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 609 and

         22  companion Reso 1212.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         25  Committee on State and Federal Legislation.

                                                            52

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 Preconsidered SLR 143.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          5  Committee on Transportation.

          6                 Intro. 699.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Adopted and laid

          8  over.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 672.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Filed and laid over.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         12  Order Calendar.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 521-A.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution

         16  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         18  General Order Calendar.

         19                 At this point I'd like to ask the

         20  clerk to call the roll on all items coupled on the

         21  General Order Calendar.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Concerning

         23  the following introductions, Intro. 669 parking

         24  meters, Intro. 468-A, health care, shall the bills

         25  pass the objection of the Mayor notwithstanding?
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Yes on all

          8  items, exception Intro. 669, I vote no.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: May I be

         13  excused to explain my vote?

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: On Intro.

         16  468-A, the local law to amend the Administrative

         17  Code of New York requiring employers to pay

         18  prevailing health care expenditures, I want to say

         19  that I'm 100 percent supportive of that, but we have

         20  to be very, very careful that we don't have the

         21  square footage and the number of employees are so

         22  low that you actually hurt small grocery stores.

         23                 This can cause some to actually go

         24  out of business. So, not only will we not have

         25  health care for workers, but you won't even have a
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          2  job for the workers.

          3                 So, for that reason, I'm going to

          4  abstain, but with the understanding that I spoke to

          5  all of the parties involved, Council Member

          6  Christine Quinn, and this bill will be amended with

          7  a new law in the very near future with a commitment

          8  to protect some of the smaller grocery store owners

          9  so that they won't have to actually lose their

         10  business.

         11                 So, my abstention is in full support

         12  of health care for workers, but working with the

         13  commitment that all the parties involved have made

         14  to really amend the bill so that it protects the

         15  smaller grocery stores that might be hurt.

         16                 Thank you. So, I vote aye on all

         17  items and I abstain on Intro. 468-A.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I vote aye. I

         20  just wanted to mention the issue of health care.

         21  Congratulating Council Member Quinn and also thank

         22  the Speaker. Remembering that one day some months

         23  ago, in a synagogue on the west side, had been

         24  hundreds and hundreds of congregants from churches

         25  and synagogues and members of unions came together
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          2  to talk about health care. And they are very much

          3  part of a coalition that is gaining strength in

          4  terms of the need for affordable health care.

          5                 This is a step in the right

          6  direction. Of course, there are always challenges

          7  and issues and bumps along the way, but if this

          8  Council could accomplish nothing else, to be a force

          9  for affordable health care in our City, it is

         10  certainly a step in the right direction. Thank you

         11  very much.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Permission

         18  to explain my vote, please?

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: First of

         21  all, I want to thank the Speaker. I think these two

         22  veto overrides today are absolutely essential.

         23                 I want to commend especially my

         24  colleague from Brooklyn, Vincent Gentile, and my

         25  colleague from Queens, Hiram Monserrate.
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          2                 I think what they've done here in

          3  ensuring that the Council would have an opportunity

          4  to eliminate the Sunday parking meters, really gets

          5  to the core of the quality of life in our City.

          6                 What we're saying with this action is

          7  we are remembering we made a commitment to the

          8  citizens of this City, to give them relief once our

          9  most recent fiscal crisis was over. And we're trying

         10  to do something to make what is often a difficult

         11  quality of life in this City just a little bit

         12  easier. I think the Council is keeping its

         13  commitment that we made several years ago. I urge

         14  all my colleagues to support the override.

         15                 And also, on the Health Care Security

         16  Act, I commend Council Member Quinn for her

         17  leadership. Like so many of my colleagues, I've

         18  heard concerns raised by small grocers, and I think

         19  there are legitimate points that obviously we're all

         20  going to work on with Council Member Quinn's

         21  leadership. But I also remind all of us, that what

         22  we are doing today with the veto override is so

         23  fundamentally important because we're taking yet

         24  another step forward, just like we all believe how

         25  important it is that people have a living wage,
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          2  people need health care coverage and children, in

          3  particular, need their families to have health care

          4  coverage. That's why this override matters so much,

          5  and we can work afterwards to ensure that we protect

          6  the interests of small grocers who are such a

          7  crucial part of our community.

          8                 So, I urge my colleagues to support

          9  both these veto overrides.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Madam Public

         13  Advocate, may I have a moment to explain my vote?

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: I, too, on the

         16  original vote went on the record on behalf of some

         17  of the concerns of the small grocers on the Health

         18  Care Reform Act. I do plan to vote the same way

         19  today as I did the day we passed it, which is in the

         20  affirmative, and I trust that my colleague,

         21  Christine Quinn, will bring forward, and in fact, I

         22  know she's working on legislation that will be

         23  inclusive and beneficial to those businesses. So,

         24  I'm going to vote yes on that one.

         25                 I also would like to compliment my
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          2  colleague, Vincent Gentile on the Sunday parking

          3  meter bill, as well as my colleague Hiram

          4  Monserrate, and I also would like to thank the

          5  School Construction Authority for working so

          6  diligently with the people of Cypress Hills, as well

          7  as my office for a site selection for a new school

          8  in the district, 630-seat school. I'd like to thank

          9  them publicly, as well as the Chair of the Land Use

         10  Committee and the Land Use staff on that issue. And

         11  on that note, Madam Public Advocate, I vote aye on

         12  all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye on all,

         15  except for 688.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Permission to

         10  explain my vote?

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I'm voting aye

         13  on all today. I would like to give particular

         14  congratulations to the two sponsors, Council Member

         15  Monserrate and Vinnie Gentile, for the Sunday

         16  parking meter.

         17                 You know, to me it's really just

         18  about the fact that New Yorkers need a break

         19  sometimes. When push comes to shove and we need them

         20  to donate more money to the City, pay more taxes, we

         21  do that, and now at this time we have the capability

         22  of giving them a break on Sundays so that they can

         23  do whatever it is they need to do, go to church, go

         24  shopping, and just know that one day a week it's

         25  something else they don't have to worry about.
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          2                 I think this is a good bill. I think

          3  it's great for New Yorkers. And I am very proud to

          4  vote aye today.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: I vote no on

         10  Intro. 468-A; aye on the rest.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Madam Public

         13  Advocate, permission to explain my vote?

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: In the matter of

         16  Intro. 669, the so-called Sunday Parking Meters

         17  Bill, I voted in opposition to the bill the first

         18  time around, and it certainly has always been for me

         19  a question of how do we allocate scarce parking

         20  spaces in this City.

         21                 In the Mayor's veto, however, there

         22  has been too much emphasis on the supposed theory

         23  that this is going to cost New York City $10

         24  million, in the fact that the City won't be able to

         25  issue more parking spaces. That emphasis is
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          2  absolutely wrong. It goes from the real issue, which

          3  is the allocation of scarce parking spaces, and

          4  preventing more double parking and dangerous

          5  situations.

          6                 So, I am going to vote with my

          7  colleagues in favor of overriding the Mayor's veto

          8  on Intro. 669, and I vote yes on all other items as

          9  well. Thank you.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Permission to

         12  explain my vote, Madam Public Advocate?

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Thank you.

         15                 Ordinarily I will abstain from Intro.

         16  468-A. The only reason I am not going to abstain in

         17  this particular intro is because Council Member

         18  Quinn has guaranteed to me that the problem that

         19  happened with the groceries' owners are going to be

         20  corrected in regard to this bill, that in two weeks

         21  we're going to come back with this and fix it.

         22                 Then in deference to her, and because

         23  I support her positions in the way that she handled

         24  herself, I'm going to vote for it, counting that in

         25  two weeks, again, for the record purposes I'm doing
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          2  this, this is going to be corrected and the green

          3  grocers and the grocers of the City of New York are

          4  not going to be affected by this bill. Then I'm

          5  going to vote for that.

          6                 Beside that clarification, I vote aye

          7  in all items of the day. Thank you.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Permission

         12  to explain my vote, Madam Chair?

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Yes, I

         15  want to echo the sentiments of my colleague,

         16  Margarita Lopez, in our genuine concern over Intro.

         17  468-A. I, too, will support this bill. I believe

         18  it's an important and impressive measure, and look

         19  forward to working with the sponsor of this bill,

         20  Christine Quinn, in alleviating and mitigating any

         21  other concerns that some of the small grocers have

         22  and small supermarket owners have in our City.

         23  Thanking again my colleagues for their vote of

         24  confidence for the restoration of what used to be,

         25  50 years of meter-free parking on Sundays, and thank
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          2  you all. And it's a good thing for the City of New

          3  York at the right time. Thank you very much. Aye on

          4  all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I'd like to

         13  take a moment to explain my vote.

         14                 With respect to Intro. 669, I just

         15  want, in the words of Adam Clayton Powell, who was

         16  the first Councilman to sit in this seat before he

         17  became a Congressman, this is about keeping the

         18  faith, as he would say, to the voters because of the

         19  fact that we committed to them that we would remove

         20  this obstacle from them when times got better and so

         21  I'm supporting it for that reason. I think it's an

         22  act of faith on that part.

         23                 And then with respect to 468. This is

         24  a giant step forward. It reminds me of the giant

         25  step we took forward with regard to the prevailing
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          2  wage, where we were not able to include all that

          3  should have been included, but nevertheless took a

          4  giant step, and I believe that the sponsors of this

          5  legislation, Chris Quinn, should be commended for

          6  such a step, and I look forward to the second step

          7  that will include those small businesses that are

          8  not yet included and not yet protected.

          9                 So, in that regard, I vote aye on

         10  all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye on

         13  all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: May I be

         16  excused to explain my vote?

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: I vote aye on

         19  all. I want to thank all of my colleagues for their

         20  tremendous support of the Health Care Security Act,

         21  both in its passage and in today's veto override,

         22  and also their votes of confidence, as we move

         23  forward with this process.

         24                 I want to thank the staff who worked

         25  very, very hard on this legislation and on the
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          2  override, and our future efforts, Laura Popa, Jeremy

          3  Hoffman, Mike Nieves, Marcel Van Ooyen, David

          4  Pristin and Josh Aaronson. And I think, you know,

          5  together we will have achieved a piece of

          6  legislation that will protect businesses who have

          7  been doing the right thing, and offering their

          8  workers health insurance.

          9                 We will also have prevented a race to

         10  the bottom for industries who want to come into this

         11  City and make greater profits when they could afford

         12  to get health insurance but not doing it, and also

         13  it will protect programs like Family Health Plus and

         14  Child Health Plus from being misused by businesses

         15  who seek to make important taxpayer subsidized

         16  public insurance programs, the insurance of their

         17  corporations.

         18                 That said, I vote aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: I vote aye on

         23  all items, except Intro. 669.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: I vote aye on
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          2  all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: May I please

          5  be excused, Madam Chair?

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Regarding the

          8  Sunday parking bill, as I said before, pay to pray

          9  was never supposed to be here to stay. Now the City

         10  has the opportunity to take it, to give back to the

         11  hard-working taxpayers what they enjoyed in the

         12  past, free Sunday parking.

         13                 Let me remind the leadership on both

         14  sides of the hall that we also promised that the

         15  property tax increase was a temporary war-time tax

         16  and we should start rolling that back, too.

         17                 I abstain on 468-A also. I vote aye

         18  on the first one.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all. And

         21  I know that the Council lady Quinn will keep her

         22  word. I've been working with her for the last four

         23  years and she's always kept her word and I know

         24  she'll make the necessary changes that we'll all

         25  see.
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          2                 I vote aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: May I be

          9  excused to vote on all Land Use Call-Ups and also to

         10  express my support for praying on Sunday without

         11  being undisturbed.

         12                 I vote aye. Thank you. And to

         13  acknowledged Councilwoman Dolly Neeley, who has

         14  joined us here today in the Chambers. Thank you. And

         15  she, too, looks forward to praying on Sunday.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Madam Public

         18  Advocate, may I be temporarily excused to continue

         19  my rant against the DOT? Thank you.

         20                 There are two other points I would

         21  like to make. I'm voting aye on all matters, but I

         22  think there are a few other points I would like to

         23  make and I would like to thank Council Members

         24  Vallone and Perkins for reminding us that this was a

         25  promise of a temporary fix, if you will. And all too
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          2  often, again, as Council Member Vallone mentioned,

          3  those of us in government make promises of things

          4  being temporary and they're not.

          5                 The second point I'd just like to

          6  make is that during the testimony before the Finance

          7  Committee, you heard the Department of

          8  Transportation Chair come out and very directly say

          9  that the Council was putting people in harm's way by

         10  passing this bill.

         11                 I don't remember three years ago and

         12  four years ago and five years ago people getting run

         13  down outside churches because there were no parking

         14  meters. And I wish the DOT Commissioner would have

         15  at that hearing or subsequent to that hearing,

         16  knowing there was an override of the veto, would

         17  have made that data available to us. Show us in

         18  black and white that outside churches and where the

         19  parking meters are there were so many people being

         20  injured by these accidents. She never made that

         21  material available, because it's not available, and

         22  that was a red herring, and unfortunately she raised

         23  it and she really shouldn't have.

         24                 So, with that in mind, I will vote

         25  aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Aye.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

          5  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

          6  vote of 43 in the affirmative, zero in the negative,

          7  zero abstentions, with the exception of Intro. 669,

          8  which is adopted by a vote of 41 in the affirmative,

          9  two negative and zero abstentions; and Intro. 468-A,

         10  which is adopted by a vote of 39 in the affirmative,

         11  two negative and two abstentions.

         12                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

         13                 Mr. Speaker.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: I think you're meant

         15  to say Introduction and Reading of Bills.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         17  please.

         18                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: All bills are

         20  referred to the Committee as indicated on the

         21  schedule.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         23  of Resolutions.

         24                 There are none.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Exactly.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Resolutions.

          3  There are none.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: There you go.

          5                 General Discussion.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Sixteen,

          7  General Discussion.

          8                 Council Member Barron.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

         10  Madam Chair.

         11                 I just wanted to invite all of my

         12  colleagues on this Friday, the 14th, from 12:00 to

         13  4:00 in these Chambers, you need to know that there

         14  are 2,500 victims of the Katrina Hurricane Gulf area

         15  right here in New York City. They're in seven

         16  hotels, at the Radisson and other hotels, and

         17  they've been ill-treated by the Red Cross. So, we

         18  will be hosting them here at City Hall. We want to

         19  encourage all of you to come out and see where we

         20  can assist these members. There will be about a

         21  couple of hundred representing all of them, but

         22  they're right here in New York City. Some people

         23  have been sending trucks to the Gulf area, but right

         24  here in New York City you have Katrina victims. And

         25  the aftermath of Katrina, we should all be very,
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          2  very clear that in this country, race and class

          3  matters, and if you can impeach Bill Clinton for

          4  Monica, you need to impeach Bush for Katrina.

          5                 Thank you very much.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          7  Member Felder.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you.

          9  Madam Public Advocate, can I have some quiet?

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         11  please.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Okay.

         13                 I just want to share with my

         14  colleagues -- I shouldn't say share -- I would like

         15  to address my colleagues, as well as the staff

         16  members and everyone else who works in the City

         17  Council. It's that time of year. I want to apologize

         18  to you publicly for anything that I've done or said

         19  that may have hurt you, or maybe not done and not

         20  said that may have hurt you. I would be lying if I

         21  said that I will never do it again, but I can

         22  certainly try and I hope that you forgive me.

         23                 Can I have some order, please?

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         25  please.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: And I wish

          3  everyone a happy and healthy year.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          5  Member Gerson, would you like to vote, please?

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Yes. Thank

          7  you, Madam Public Advocate. With the consent of my

          8  colleagues, I would like to, and due to a personal

          9  emergency, I appreciate your indulgence, I would

         10  like to vote yes on all General Order items.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         12                 All items on today's --

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Was that okay,

         14  Madam Public Advocate?

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you. And

         17  happy New Year to all.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Now I'm

         19  reading the vote.

         20                 All items on today's General Order

         21  Calendar were adopted by a vote of 44 in the

         22  affirmative, zero in the negative, zero abstentions,

         23  with the exception of Intro. 669, which was adopted

         24  by a vote of 42 in the affirmative, two negative,

         25  zero abstentions, and Intro. 468-A, which was
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          2  adopted by 40 in the affirmative, two negative and

          3  two abstentions.

          4                 Council Member Jackson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

          6  Madam Chair, for recognizing me.

          7                 My colleagues, I would just like to

          8  inform you, if you were not aware, the Appellate

          9  Division of the Supreme Court of New York held a

         10  hearing today on the CFE, the Campaign for Fiscal

         11  Equity Education lawsuit, in which Governor Pataki

         12  appealed the Court Order, and I along with Freddie

         13  Ferrer and many other individuals, attended that

         14  one-hour hearing. And I must say that I was really

         15  disappointed at some of the justices and the

         16  questions that they asked, and I was really not

         17  pleased with Justice Malone, who is one of the

         18  justices sitting on the court. It really appears

         19  that they don't want to make the tough decisions

         20  that have to be made.

         21                 But I say to you that when the

         22  legislative body of the State of New York and our

         23  Chief Executive, Republican George Pataki, failed to

         24  make the decisions that impact millions of school

         25  children in New York City and New York State, then
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          2  it's the obligation of our judicial system to make

          3  the tough decision.

          4                 And, so, I ask all of you to look at

          5  the decision that comes out and to please try to put

          6  pressure on the State Legislative leaders and our

          7  Governor to do the right thing on behalf of 1.1

          8  million school children.

          9                 Education is so important, that if we

         10  don't take the steps to educate them now, we will

         11  pay for it in the future. So, let's make the right

         12  decision.

         13                 And I ask you, as members of our

         14  local legislative body, to do the right thing and

         15  help to bring a resolution to this particular

         16  matter. Thank you.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  Member James.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: This past two

         20  weeks we lost three giants within the

         21  African-American community, August Wilson, Nipsy

         22  Russell, and Judge Constance Baker Mottley, who was

         23  my role model.

         24                 August Wilson was a famous

         25  African-American playwright. Nipsy Russell was a
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          2  famous African-American actor. And Constance Baker

          3  Mottley was the famous African-American Judge who

          4  pursued in all of her life, the pursuit of equal

          5  justice under the law for all.

          6                 I would urge all of my colleagues to

          7  sign onto a resolution in recognition and in honor

          8  of her life, and I want to say to all of my Jewish

          9  brothers and sisters, may you have a happy New Year.

         10  May God continue to bless you, and may we all redeem

         11  ourselves for all of the sins that we have committed

         12  to each other. God bless you.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member McMahon.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you,

         16  Madam Public Advocate. I just want to call my

         17  colleagues' attention to Intro. 732, which I am

         18  introducing today, which calls for a revisit or

         19  another look at the property tax structure in the

         20  City of New York, and in effect calls for a ten

         21  percent reduction in the real estate property taxes.

         22                 The reason that we submit this this

         23  time is to consider the, as I said the tax

         24  structure.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,
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          2  please.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you,

          4  Madam Public Advocate.

          5                 In 2002, we as a City were faced with

          6  the worst fiscal crisis we had seen in more than a

          7  generation. Having been attacked on September 11th

          8  and facing near financial ruin in the City, I ask

          9  New York City homeowners to dig deep and to pay more

         10  so that we could avoid the type of decline and

         11  despair in the City that we faced in the

         12  mid-seventies, and New Yorkers responded and they

         13  responded well, and we took the steps that we

         14  believe were necessary to right the ship and set it

         15  on its sail.

         16                 However, over the last three years,

         17  since we took that action, there has been a rise in

         18  the assessments that homeowners face, and property

         19  owners face, and there's been a rise in the tax

         20  structure itself, because of actions in Albany, so

         21  that now there's been an actual increase in taxes of

         22  35 percent higher since 2002.

         23                 And so I submit this bill, not

         24  because in my mind I know that ten percent is the

         25  right number, but I think we as a Council have to
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          2  revisit this issue, because of pressures that exist

          3  on the tax structure that come down from Albany,

          4  homeowners face a whole new host of costs that they

          5  did not face in the past. The same is true for

          6  commercial property owners.

          7                 And I think it's necessary in the

          8  next few months to take up this discussion, examine

          9  the tax structure, and look at the amount that we

         10  are requesting property owners to pay, and with a

         11  very sharp eye on making sure that home owners don't

         12  have to pay too much.

         13                 So, I submit this bill today and I

         14  ask my colleagues to consider sponsorship.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member Gentile.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Thank you,

         18  Madam Public Advocate.

         19                 I direct my colleagues' attention to

         20  two resolutions, Resolution 1193 and 1194 that I'm

         21  introducing today. 1193 calls upon the Department of

         22  Consumer Affairs to declare that gasoline is in

         23  temporary short supply and by doing so would give

         24  the Department of Consumer Affairs extra authority

         25  to impose higher fines for price gauging and other

                                                            78

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  infractions in the gasoline shortage that we're all

          3  experiencing. So, that's Resolution Number 1193.

          4                 Resolution 1194, is a resolution

          5  calling upon the President to continue using the

          6  strategic petroleum reserves and to do other things

          7  such as consider Senator Schumer's call for a

          8  refined oil reserve so that we can meet the demand

          9  of petroleum during this winter. That's Resolution

         10  1194.

         11                 I ask my colleagues to consider both

         12  resolutions. Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         14  nobody else, the Stated Meeting of October 11th is

         15  terminated.

         16                 (Hearing concluded at 3:00 p.m.)
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