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John C. Liu, Chair

INT. NO. 420-A:                                                       By: Council Members Brewer, Addabbo, Clarke, Gerson, Gonzalez, Jennings, Liu, Nelson, Palma, Stewart, Weprin, Yassky, Jackson, 

and The Public Advocate (Ms. Gotbaum)

TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the suspension of alternate side of the street parking rules on the Hindu festival of Diwali.

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends section 19-163 of title 19

INTRODUCTION


On December 6, 2005, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member John C. Liu,  will consider an override of the Mayor’s veto of Int. 420-A.  Int. No. 420-A would amend section 19-163 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York.  

On September 20, 2005, the Committee on Transportation held a hearing on Int. No. 420-A.  Following testimony, the Committee voted to approve Int. No. 420-A by a vote of nine in the affirmative, none in the negative, with no abstentions.  Accordingly, the Committee recommended its adoption.  On September 28, 2005,  Int. No. 420-A was passed by the full Council by a vote of 45 in the affirmative, zero in the negative, and no abstentions and then sent to the Mayor for disposition. 

On October 28, 2005, this legislation was vetoed by the Mayor.  A veto and disapproval message (M-687) on Int. No 420-A was subsequently received by the City Council from the Clerk at its Stated Meeting on November 16, 2005.  The message was referred to the Committee on Transportation and the Committee will consider repassing Int. No. 420-A, notwithstanding the objections of the Mayor.

BACKGROUND



Section 19-163 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York relates to the suspension of alternate side of the street parking rules on specified religious holidays.    Int. No. 420-A would amend subdivision (a) of section 19-163 by adding the Hindu festival of Diwali to the list of religious holidays during which alternate side of the street parking rules would be suspended.  Diwali is a five-day festival that is sometimes called the Festival of Lights and it signifies the end of the Hindu year.  The bill states that suspension of alternate of the side of the street parking will occur during Diwali on the day when Laskshmi Puja is observed.  This is considered the holiest day of the Diwali festival.  This bill is important because it will, for the first time, publicly recognize the religious significance and magnitude of Diwali to this City’s Hindu population.    

Finally, Int. No. 420-A provides an immediate effective date.  

UPDATE 

On September 20, 2005 the Committee on Transportation passed Proposed Int.. No. 420-A by a vote of  nine in the affirmative, none in the negative, with no abstentions.

Accordingly, the Committee recommended its adoption.

On September 28, 2005, Int. No. 420-A was passed by this Council by a vote of 45 in the affirmative, zero in the negative, and no abstentions and then sent to the Mayor.  On October 28, 2005, this legislation was disapproved by the Mayor and subsequently received by the Council from the Clerk when it was presented at the Stated Meeting on November 16, 2005.

On December 6, 2005, the Committee is considering an override of the Mayor’s veto.  
