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          1  COMMITTEE ON GENERAL WELFARE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: The meeting is

          3  called to order.

          4                 We have a brief hearing today, but

          5  it's very important.

          6                 We have a number of items we're going

          7  to handle very quickly, and most importantly, most

          8  immediately, the action to accept the vetoes sent

          9  over by the Mayor on three food stamp related bills

         10  and a vote on the override.

         11                 We will be voting on override for

         12  Intro. 593-A, Intro. 594-A and Intro. 615-A. I want

         13  to at the outset thank the Speaker for his support

         14  as we have passed this legislation and the support

         15  he will give us in overriding the Mayor's veto. I

         16  want to thank my colleague Eric Gioia, the sponsor

         17  of two of these pieces of legislation, and thank the

         18  many advocates who have helped us in this process,

         19  especially Joel Berg and all of our friends at Food

         20  Bank and Food Change.

         21                 I just want to say very briefly, the

         22  irony here is that the Administration has taken some

         23  significant steps to increase the number of people

         24  on food stamps in New York City. We have worked

         25  closely with them in that process. There's been
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          2  additional good news lately of a federal grant that

          3  will help us to improve the process for having

          4  people sign up for food stamps on line, and given

          5  that progress and that focus, it is particularly

          6  puzzling that the Administration has chosen to veto

          7  these three pieces of legislation.

          8                 In a word, the idea of these pieces

          9  is to ensure that people have easier access to food

         10  stamps. The bill I introduced, 615-A, allows people

         11  to apply by fax, allows people the hardships to not

         12  have to come in for an appointment but to use other

         13  technology to move forward an application.

         14                 We urge the expansion of office

         15  hours. Council Member Gioia's legislation moves us

         16  in the direction of using the Internet for

         17  applications and bringing an application process to

         18  food pantries and soup kitchens where people in need

         19  are.

         20                 These are all common sense measures,

         21  it really doesn't make sense that the Administration

         22  has chosen to veto these measures, and we, of

         23  course, have no option to override that veto.

         24                 So, I would like to call the vote to

         25  override, first to accept the veto message and then
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          2  to override.

          3                 So, we're going to couple in each

          4  instance the filing of the Mayor's veto message and

          5  vote to approve the override. So, a yes vote is a

          6  yes to file the message and to support an override.

          7  And we're going to do that with each of the three

          8  pieces of legislation. And will the clerk please

          9  call the roll?

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

         11  DeBlasio.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I'd like to

         15  take a moment to explain my vote.

         16                 First I want to express my

         17  appreciation to the Chair and actually this

         18  Committee for the leadership and support that we're

         19  providing for the most vulnerable of us.

         20                 And I also am very, very disturbed

         21  that the Mayor has, once again, shown a level of

         22  insensitivity and quite frankly in practicality by

         23  vetoing this legislation, which I think from the

         24  perspective of addressing real needs of New Yorkers,

         25  this goes an important step forward.
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          2                 So, I want to, for the record, vote

          3  aye on all, but at the same time register serious

          4  concerns about a Mayor that finds it so difficult to

          5  recognize the needs of those who go hungry.

          6                 Thank you.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: Thank you.

          8                 And if I could just interrupt the

          9  clerk for a moment. Thank you, Council Member

         10  Perkins.

         11                 Just to clarify, we're going to do it

         12  in this order, Intro. 593-A, then Intro. 594-A and

         13  then Intro. 615-A. In each case it is both to file

         14  the veto message from the Mayor and to vote in

         15  support of an override.

         16                 So, we're going to do each one --

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  So --

         18                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: Yes, sir.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: We can't do

         20  this as a package?

         21                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: Legislatively,

         22  procedurally we're going to do each and they'll go

         23  quickly.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Okay.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: Continuing on,
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          2  593-A.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Quinn.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I vote aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of five in

         10  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         11  abstentions, Intro. 593-A is readopted. M 643 is

         12  filed.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: Okay, now,

         14  Intro. 594-A.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

         16  DeBlasio.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: This is still

         22  the vetoes.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: By a vote of

          4  five in the affirmative, zero in the negative, no

          5  abstentions, Intro. 594-A is readopted, and M 644 is

          6  filed.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: Now Intro.

          8  615-A.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

         10  DeBlasio.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of five in

         21  the affirmative, zero in the negative, no

         22  abstentions, Introduction 615-A is readopted and M

         23  645 is filed.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: You give us

         25  some time, we get the hang of anything around here.
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          2                 Okay, now, new item of business. We

          3  have previously held a hearing on a very important

          4  piece of legislation, Intro. 22-A, and we had an

          5  extensive hearing to discuss this.

          6                 This is a fundamental improvement of

          7  our Human Rights Law. I'm going to turn to Council

          8  Member Gale Brewer in a moment, the sponsor. But

          9  just to put in my two cents, I think we all see the

         10  environment around us, in Washington, in Albany,

         11  where human rights are increasingly being

         12  constrained and restricted. It is an environment

         13  where federal and state power is increasingly

         14  minimizing the flexibility of localities, and in

         15  this atmosphere especially, it is important for us

         16  to improve and clarify several elements of our human

         17  rights law.

         18                 I first of all want to thank Gale

         19  Brewer who has taken on this very important task.

         20  This was not an easy piece of legislation to work

         21  on. It was complex. It involved a lot of different

         22  issues, and she has been extremely perseverent

         23  (phonetic) and focused in making sure that this

         24  legislation will be passed.

         25                 I also want to thank Craig Gurion who
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          2  has done tremendous work and has worked literally

          3  for years on this, to ensure that we respond to this

          4  increasingly difficult environment by improving our

          5  Human Rights Law.

          6                 So, I'd like to turn to the prime

          7  sponsor, Gale Brewer, before we call a vote on this

          8  bill.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

         10  much, Mr. Chair. Thank you, Jackie Sherman, Counsel

         11  to the Committee, and Ali Davis, the Legislative

         12  Director of my office and, of course, Craig Gurion.

         13  This has been a very long process, Craig is head of

         14  the Anti-Discrimination Center of Metro New York,

         15  has been extremely helpful. The Bar Association, the

         16  Association of the Bar of the City of New York, and

         17  then Brendan Center for Justice, as well as many

         18  other organizations have shown their support of

         19  this, what we call the human rights, Local Civil

         20  Rights Restoration Act, 22-A.

         21                 And I want to thank members of this

         22  Committee who have signed on. It's been a long

         23  process.

         24                 This Human Rights Law currently, as

         25  it currently stands, the Human Rights Law protects
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          2  against discrimination, as a result of the actual or

          3  perceived age, race, creed, color, national origin,

          4  gender, disability, marital status, sexual

          5  orientation, or alienation, alienation or

          6  citizenship status of any person. This bill will add

          7  partnership status.

          8                 Intro 22-A will also clarify the

          9  City's standard to be applied in retaliation cases

         10  brought before the Human, Commission on Human

         11  Rights. I will not bring all of the aspects to it

         12  today, but it will make a difference in individual

         13  cases. It will also protect stronger civil rights

         14  protections, as the Chairman indicated, locally

         15  rather than just relying on State and Federal Law.

         16  And it will also allow in certain circumstances

         17  courts to award legal fees for the lawyers who are

         18  participating in these cases.

         19                 So, it is a bill that has gone

         20  through many, many changes, much thought, much

         21  rewriting, and I hope and think that it will make a

         22  difference in Human Rights for those cases that are

         23  particularly egregious and for individuals who may

         24  not think that they have a chance to fight the

         25  system, they will have support.
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          2                 So, it is a quite but big change, a

          3  complicated bill that I hope will provide very deep

          4  opportunities for people who are discriminated

          5  against in our City.

          6                 Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO:

          8  Thank you, Council member. Thank you for your

          9  leadership on this issue. I just want to say one

         10  last thing before we vote. The jury is still out in

         11  the sense that the Administration has not given us a

         12  particularly clear response yet to this legislation.

         13  In fact, over time we've heard different leans from

         14  them in various discussions. I certainly hope the

         15  Administration will see what a responsible and

         16  important and helpful improvement in our Human

         17  Rights Law this is. I want to further just quote a

         18  sentence here from the City Bar Association, which

         19  recently weighed in in favor of this legislation. I

         20  think this says it all.

         21                 From the City Bar Association

         22  statement: "At a time when restrictive

         23  interpretations of federal and state civil rights

         24  law threaten to limit drastically, the recourse

         25  available to victims of discrimination, New York
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          2  City must affirm that its Human Rights Law is

          3  intended to ensure meaningful protection for the

          4  rights of those who live or work here.

          5                 So, that having been said, I urge my

          6  colleagues to support Intro. 22-A.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

          8  DeBlasio.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         12  very much. And my congratulations to the sponsor for

         13  her leadership on this matter.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: You have to

         15  vote.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Didn't I

         17  vote?

         18                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: No.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Oh. I vote

         20  aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Thank you.

         23                 I just want to start by

         24  congratulating Gale Brewer on her tremendous work on

         25  this bill. It's really been something that should
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          2  not have had to have been pushed so hard, and should

          3  have been a bill that you didn't have to kind of,

          4  you know, keep on. But that was the case, and Gale

          5  did all of that, and we're here today with the law

          6  passing, which was incredibly important. Overall, I

          7  think it's particularly important, given the reality

          8  of the fact that the Mayor had vetoed the equal

          9  benefits bill and is now fighting that bill in

         10  court, which is a bill about equality for domestic

         11  partners as it relates to how the City spends its

         12  taxpayer dollars. And the fact that the City would

         13  go to such lengths to fight that bill really I think

         14  raises questions about the City's overall commitment

         15  to domestic partners.

         16                 So, therefore, putting this on the

         17  book, which recognizes that domestic partners need

         18  to be specifically cited in the law, need to be

         19  protected in the law, and need to be protected in

         20  the law even as it relates to the City's role as an

         21  employer and possible defendant in discrimination

         22  situations.

         23                 So, the timing, although I wish it

         24  was, there hadn't been such pushing that was needed,

         25  in a way works out quite well as the Equal Benefits
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          2  Bill moves forward in the court sending a message

          3  about how this Council views equality and views

          4  family, and views the importance of human rights

          5  protections for all.

          6                 So, I vote aye, and really, again, I

          7  want to thank Council Member Brewer for her

          8  leadership.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I vote aye.

         11                 And, again, I thank the parties I

         12  mentioned earlier, and I hope that the Brennan

         13  Center's report and the Association of the Bar will

         14  be part of the record. And I thank the many

         15  participants who are here in the audience who

         16  practice in this very important aspect of our Human

         17  Rights Law and I think, again, incredibly

         18  hard-working, Jackie Sherman, Ali Davis, and Craig

         19  Gurion.

         20                 Thank you, Mr. Chair.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of five in

         24  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         25  abstentions, Intro. 22-A is adopted.
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          2                 Council Members, please sign the

          3  Committee reports.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: This hearing of

          6  the General Welfare Committee is now adjourned.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 (Hearing concluded at 11:30 a.m.)
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