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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: We're going to honor

          3  at the beginning of this meeting some very special

          4  guests, perhaps Councilwoman Lopez is here. She was

          5  just here. Councilwoman Lopez and all of her guests.

          6  I'm going to let Councilwoman Lopez introduce you,

          7  Ann. But only because I'm slightly afraid of

          8  Margarita, of course. I would be honored if you

          9  would do the honor of introducing Ann.

         10                 Councilwoman Lopez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I am very

         12  humbled by the experience of knowing Ann. I met Ann

         13  seven years ago in the Council, and she has been

         14  sitting behind me for those seven years. We became

         15  very good friends. And in the process, I learned

         16  that this woman has been one of the few women in the

         17  union movement when women were not allowed to be in

         18  this room, and today I don't know why the higher

         19  power gave me the opportunity to do this for you,

         20  but I am so happy to celebrate your being born and

         21  your birthday. And I think you deserve this long

         22  before I did it. I didn't want to let the

         23  opportunity pass. And here we are. The Council of

         24  the City of New York is very proud of you. Very

         25  proud of you, particularly, for the things that we
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          2  have done for the children of my sisters. To learn

          3  to become doctors, engineers and everything else you

          4  have contributed for them to be. God bless you.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: If we could have the

          6  clerk read the proclamation.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

          8  of New York, Proclamation.

          9                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         10  New York is pleased and proud to honor Ann Kessler

         11  for her distinguished contribution to the City of

         12  New York; and

         13                 Whereas: Ann Kessler grew up in

         14  Brooklyn where she attended Public School 181 before

         15  entering Hunter College. Later she received a

         16  Master's Degree from Brooklyn College; and

         17                 Whereas: Ann Kessler was elected to

         18  the United Federation of Teachers Executive Board in

         19  1966, as a District 17 District Representative for

         20  the U.F.T. in 1969, and to the New York State United

         21  Teachers Board of Directors in 1975; and

         22                 Whereas: She has served on the

         23  Executive Board of Administrative Committee of the

         24  Jewish Labor Committee, the Steering Committee of

         25  the "Public and Non-Public Schools Conference" and
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          2  served as a delegate to the American Federation of

          3  Teachers, New York State United Teachers and New

          4  York State AFL/CIO Conventions; and

          5                 Whereas: The United Federation of

          6  Teachers recently paid tribute to Mrs. Kessler for

          7  her 53 years of dedicated service to the union,

          8  especially for her 37 years as a trustee of the

          9  union Welfare Fund, where she was known for her

         10  spirited leadership and wisdom, and was hailed for

         11  helping to shape one of the premier benefit packages

         12  for city employees; and

         13                 Whereas: Upon retiring Mrs. Kessler

         14  continues to serve as the U.F.T. legislative liaison

         15  to the New York City Council and has been at the

         16  forefront of efforts to provide the highest quality

         17  education possible; now, therefore

         18                 Be It Known: That the New York City

         19  Council congratulates and honors ANN KESSLER for her

         20  superb and dedicated career at the U.F.T.: her role

         21  in enhancing the quality of education for the

         22  children of the City of New York and her continued

         23  passion for public education and furthering

         24  Democratic Trade Unionism.

         25                 Signed this 16th day of February in
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          2  the year Two Thousand and Five, Gifford Miller,

          3  Speaker for the Entire Council; Margarita Lopez,

          4  Council Member 2nd District, Manhattan.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Victor.

          6                 My colleagues, we are indeed

          7  privileged to have the chance to pay tribute to Ann,

          8  and Ann, thank you for being here with us.

          9                 I want to thank you on behalf of all

         10  of the people of the City of New York for your

         11  service, for all of the people of the City of New

         12  York.

         13                 I also want to particularly thank you

         14  for being nice to my grandmother.

         15                 You know, Ann lives in the same

         16  apartment building with my grandmother, and my

         17  grandmother may not look it, but she was working for

         18  the National Consumers League before, when there

         19  weren't many women in the labor movement, before

         20  there were even much of a labor movement my

         21  grandmother was working with Francis Perkins in the

         22  National Consumers League, and Ann welcomed my

         23  grandmother to the building and has been so very,

         24  very nice to her. So, thank you, Ann, for that as

         25  well. But thank you more for all you've done for all
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          2  the children of this City for making us a stronger

          3  and more just City. Thank you for your leadership

          4  and for giving us the opportunity to honor you here

          5  and we would be honored if you would say a few

          6  words.

          7                 MS. KESSLER: First, I want to thank

          8  you for this honor, it really is a great honor,

          9  because I have spent my time, hours in the City

         10  Council, enjoying the things that you have done, and

         11  sometimes not enjoying some of the things you've

         12  done.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: No, that was someone

         14  else.

         15                 MS. KESSLER: It is now 56 years that

         16  I have worked for the children of the City of New

         17  York. I was a teacher for 25 years, and loved my

         18  work, working with kids, and then I became active,

         19  very active with the union, and became a union

         20  executive so-to-speak, but basically all of us in

         21  that union of ours work for children.

         22                 Right now we are having difficulties,

         23  as you know, and it's like an awkward sign for me to

         24  get this award, when we just have learned that the

         25  Governor is going against the bills that would have

                                                            9

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  given us money to help the children of New York

          3  City.

          4                 We also have a little bit of trouble

          5  at this time in trying to get a contract for the

          6  teachers for all of our members and basically for

          7  the kids when you get down to it.

          8                 Again, I want to thank the City

          9  Council for welcoming me here today, and to tell you

         10  that I have been very happy working here for many,

         11  many years. Thank you so much for the UFT. You

         12  better believe it. You better believe it.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Ann.

         14  Congratulations.

         15                 Councilwoman James.

         16                 Councilwoman James, I know you have

         17  an extraordinary New Yorker that's here with us. We

         18  are so honored to have her with us as well, and I'd

         19  like to give you the opportunity to introduce this

         20  special New Yorker we're honoring today.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Can my

         22  colleagues please join me, particularly from the

         23  Brooklyn Delegation, and from the caucus as well.

         24                 I want to introduce to all of you

         25  Adelle Mama Trapp, from Barbados originally. Yes,
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          2  Councilwoman Clarke. The oldest employee of New York

          3  City public schools. And as a lady, I'm not going to

          4  tell you her age. And she works as a school aid. She

          5  still to this day works as a school aid at Junior

          6  High School 258 in Bedford Stuyvesant.

          7                 She lives in the wonderful community

          8  that I have the honor and privilege of representing,

          9  Crown Heights. She stays at school every day until

         10  the afternoon. Mama Trapp is, believe it or not, 90

         11  years old, and will turn -- I affectionately refer

         12  to her as Mama Trapp. Mama Trapp will turn 91 on

         13  February 26th, where we wish her in advance a happy

         14  birthday. She used to work for the Transit Authority

         15  as a secretary, and has saved almost $100,000 for

         16  her great grandchildren's education. And guess what?

         17  All of you complain about your aches and pains. This

         18  90-year-old woman goes bowling twice a week. And she

         19  holds Cub Scout meetings weekly, and when staff

         20  called to tell Mama Trapp that I was going to honor

         21  her, she's going to bake me some cookies, Mr.

         22  Speaker, and I think she's got a batch for you as

         23  well.

         24                 So, ladies and gentlemen, we wanted

         25  to just take some time out today to honor you, Mrs.
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          2  Trapp, for your unselfish love and commitment. You

          3  truly represent the wisdom of our elders. And you

          4  and all of our Council members just wanted to pause

          5  into the deliberations today to say thank you.

          6  Because you represent this nation-building kind of

          7  love that we celebrate here in the City Council.

          8                 And now I'm going to turn it over to

          9  Speaker Gifford Miller.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you,

         11  Councilwoman.

         12                 And Mrs. Trapp, we are so honored to

         13  have you here with us, and on behalf of all of the

         14  people of the City of New York, I want to thank you

         15  for your service to the children of our City and to

         16  all of the people of our City, you're an

         17  inspiration, not just to the youth of today, but to

         18  all of us who want to keep youth part of our lives,

         19  we can feel how young you are, and certainly your

         20  commitment and your love and your devotion to the

         21  children of this City is an inspiration to us. Thank

         22  you for being here with us, and we'd be honored if

         23  you'd say a few words.

         24                 MS. TRAPP: Thank you.

         25                 Well, I'm very nervous.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Don't be nervous.

          3                 MS. TRAPP: What I wanted to say, that

          4  I came from Barbados, and my parents did all they

          5  could to help us get by that time, and as I grew up,

          6  we had to go to school, decent school, and take care

          7  of children.

          8                 I have two children, five

          9  grandchildren and ten great grand, and in that ten,

         10  we have twins. They're only six-months old now.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Oh, that's great.

         12                 MS. TRAPP: And I wish all of you

         13  would look at the neighbors' children, help them.

         14  Don't depend on the parents at all times.

         15                 A few words from you will help those

         16  little ones out there. We have big ones at 258, but

         17  we're trying very hard with them. So, wherever you

         18  see children out there in the streets, go along,

         19  even if you hand them something, it helps.

         20                 I thank all of you very much. And I

         21  thank Ms. James.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: So much wisdom. Thank

         23  you, Mrs. Trapp. Thank you so much. Thank you. What

         24  an honor. My goodness.

         25                 MS. TRAPP: I forget to mention my two
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          2  son-in-laws, William Raymond and Herbert.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. That is so

          4  great.

          5                 The Public Advocate Betsy Gotbaum has

          6  an extraordinarily special guest who we're honoring

          7  this afternoon. The proclamation is right there.

          8  Gary has it.

          9                 Public Advocate, I would like for you

         10  to have the honor of introducing our honored guests.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you

         12  very much. And this is the first proclamation I've

         13  ever given in the City Council, so it's very, very

         14  special to me.

         15                 I just want to introduce to you

         16  today, for those of you who don't know, a terrific

         17  New Yorker named Lewis Cullman.

         18                 Now, Lewis does everything, and

         19  there's not one corner of New York City that he

         20  doesn't touch in one way or the other, but he's

         21  particularly well known for the work that he's done

         22  at the Museum of Modern Art, for the Botanical

         23  Garden in the Bronx, and especially here today for

         24  the great work he's done, which many of you do know,

         25  for Chess in the schools.
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          2                 So, I won't go into all the other

          3  things that Lewis does, the public library, I mean

          4  just on and on and on and on, but Lewis gives me

          5  great pleasure on behalf of all of New Yorkers, to

          6  give you this proclamation.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: And we'd ask at this

          8  point for the Clerk to read the Proclamation.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Public Advocate for

         10  the City of New York, Proclamation.

         11                 Whereas; Lewis B. Cullman has served

         12  New York City and the country with his extraordinary

         13  Philanthropic contributions to cultural entities to

         14  advance their mission and his extensive support to

         15  further Democracy; and

         16                 Whereas; As Chairman of the

         17  Chess-in-the-Schools organization, Lewis B. Cullman

         18  has offered disadvantaged youth of NYC public

         19  schools an innovative forum to develop critical

         20  thinking, focus and compete strategically, affecting

         21  over 300,000 youth for the rest of their lives and

         22  in generations to come; and

         23                 Whereas; Lewis B. Cullman's

         24  unsurpassable contributions to the arts community

         25  are felt by the entire world when they enjoy the
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          2  beauty of the Museum of Modern Art (Because of his

          3  passion to educate and offer opportunity, Lewis B.

          4  Cullman has funded museum education programs and the

          5  creation of the new Education and Research Building

          6  at the MOMA); and

          7                 Whereas; Lewis B. Cullman has

          8  continuously pioneered and paved a philanthropic

          9  road for others to follow to enrich the quality of

         10  lives of all New Yorkers and the entire world; may

         11  it be

         12                 Resolved, that I, Public Advocate for

         13  the City of New York, Betsy Gotbaum, recognize Lewis

         14  B. Cullman, a distinguished and dedicated man worthy

         15  of our highest respect and esteem, and that today

         16  February 16, 2005 henceforth be celebrated in honor

         17  of Lewis B. Cullman and his unrelenting

         18  contributions as to the world and all of his

         19  accomplishments; and may it be further

         20                 Resolved, as Public Advocate of the

         21  City of New York, I proclaim today to be Lewis B.

         22  Cullman Day.

         23                 Betsy Gotbaum, Public Advocate;

         24  Gifford Miller, Speaker for the Entire Council.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: We are so honored
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          2  that you are here with us, and we thank you for your

          3  extraordinary service for the people of this City,

          4  particularly the children of this City. And I must

          5  say that just on a personal note, every time I go to

          6  any good cause, I find that you're there.

          7                 But in particular, the chess in the

          8  schools is an extraordinary accomplishment that's

          9  literally helping thousands of children live a

         10  better life and prove the extraordinary capacity,

         11  intelligence, and abilities of our kids in our

         12  public schools and what can be done when we give a

         13  little bit of attention and some instruction and

         14  some belief in their future.

         15                 You provide that belief, intention

         16  and instruction. Thank you for all you're doing.

         17  We'd be honored if you'd say a few words.

         18                 MR. CULLMAN: First of all, I want to

         19  thank you very, very much. I'm very proud to get

         20  this award, honor, proclamation, whatever you want

         21  to call it.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Day. It's a whole

         23  day.

         24                 MR. CULLMAN: It's a whole day, that's

         25  right.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Just for

          3  you.

          4                 MR. CULLMAN: Just for me.

          5                 I am very proud to be involved with

          6  Chess-in-the-Schools. One of the things I've said to

          7  a lot of people is we seem to have found something

          8  which captivates the imagination of the kids. I've

          9  said to many people, why can't they find something

         10  else like this, because we've been able to do quite

         11  well with it, and I think that's something that

         12  ought to be thought about because we really need to

         13  help. We've got so many kids here in New York City

         14  who really need an education, and need to get up to

         15  a point of higher education. And we're very thankful

         16  that we're able to start this program in second

         17  grade and we've gotten kids, we just had last year

         18  the first kid graduated from Hamilton College, so

         19  we're very proud of that.

         20                 And thankful also, I see a lot of my

         21  friends came down here to cheer me on, there are

         22  people from MOMA, there are people from Botanical

         23  Garden, the New York Botanical Garden, not the

         24  Bronx, I want to correct you on that.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Not the Bronx.
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          2                 MR. CULLMAN: Not the Bronx, that's

          3  definitely it.

          4                 It's great to be here and I thank you

          5  all and thank you, Gifford, and good luck.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

          7                 Council Member Clarke, I know you

          8  have a special guess, and a number of our colleagues

          9  are also joining in honoring this special guest.

         10                 Council Member Clarke.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: I'd like to

         12  ask Franklin D. Williams, and his colleagues from

         13  Verizon to join me at this time. Domenic Recchia, if

         14  you're around, this is your constituent.

         15                 Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

         16                 And my colleagues, you may want to

         17  come up here so you can feel the strength of a

         18  giant.

         19                 This is what we call Black History

         20  Month in motion.

         21                 Ladies and gentlemen, I present to

         22  you Mr. Franklin D. Williams, hero extraordinare.

         23                 Mr. Williams was born in the great

         24  Borough of Brooklyn. They're going to read the

         25  proclamation but I just want to let you know, that
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          2  Mr. Williams saved six lives from a burning house in

          3  Brooklyn. Took it upon himself. And the clerk will

          4  give you the details on it but this is truly a hero.

          5                 He's not a member of the FDNY yet,

          6  but we don't want to take him from Verizon, but he

          7  is certainly worthy of a hero's applause. He has

          8  saved six lives, ladies and gentlemen.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Council

         10  Member Clarke, and if we could ask the Clerk to read

         11  the proclamation.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         13  of New York, Proclamation.

         14                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         15  New York is pleased and proud to honor Franklin D.

         16  Williams and acknowledge his invaluable

         17  contributions to the City; and

         18                 Whereas: Franklin D. Williams was

         19  born in the great borough of Brooklyn to Franklin C.

         20  and Hester J. Williams; and, he attended Brooklyn

         21  Technical High School and Delaware State University;

         22  and, Franklin has proudly enjoyed a life-long career

         23  in the telecommunciations industry as an employee of

         24  Verizon for 24 years and a member of Local 1109 of

         25  the AFL-CIO Communications Workers of America; and,
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          2  he is the proud father of one beautiful daughter,

          3  Avery Frances Williams; and

          4                 Whereas: On March 20, 2004, Franklin

          5  D. Williams was working as a Verizon field

          6  technician in the Coney Island neighborhood of

          7  Brooklyn when he smelled smoke and heard cries for

          8  assistance; and, he proceeded to a nearby building

          9  where a fire had erupted, and, Franklin retrieved a

         10  ladder from his Verizon truck and bravely climbed to

         11  the second floor of the burning building with little

         12  concern for his own safety; and

         13                 Whereas: Franklin D. Williams pried

         14  open the window of one apartment with a screwdriver

         15  and carried an infant child to safety; and, he

         16  secured the opening of a third-floor window and

         17  assisted three adults and three children to safely

         18  escape the raging inferno before the fire department

         19  arrived; and, Franklin humbly reported back to work

         20  without mentioning his heroic actions, which were

         21  revealed when a Verizon customer who had witnessed

         22  the incident called to commend Williams; and

         23                 Whereas: Franklin D. Williams, a

         24  resident of Brooklyn, is a shining example of the

         25  unsung everyday heroes who serve this city in
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          2  unglamorous roles; and, because of his bravery,

          3  seven members of our community, including four

          4  children, are alive today; now, therefore

          5                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          6  City of New York honors Franklin D. Williams.

          7                 Signed this 16th day of February in

          8  the year Two Thousand and Five, Gifford Miller,

          9  Speaker for the Entire Council; Yvette D. Clarke,

         10  Council Member, 40th District, Brooklyn; Lewis A.

         11  Fidler, Council Member, 46th District, Brooklyn;

         12  Domenic Recchia, Council Member 47th District

         13  Brooklyn.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Well, we are indeed

         15  honored to have you here with us. And thank you for

         16  your heroic efforts on behalf of the people of the

         17  City of New York.

         18                 I'm going to ask you to say a few

         19  words, but first I know your Council Member Domenic

         20  Recchia, would like to just say a few words.

         21                 On behalf of all of my constituents,

         22  and our constituents in Coney Island, beautiful

         23  Coney Island, which is prospering these days, we

         24  want to thank you, and we need more people, because

         25  you're a role model and we have to make sure
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          2  everybody knows what a great job, what a hero you

          3  are. You are a real hero of today. Thank you.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. We'd be

          5  honored if you'd share just a few words with us.

          6  Just a few.

          7                 MR. WILLIAMS: Well, I want to thank

          8  you all for the recognition, and the accolades here.

          9  It's funny about everybody saying a hero. I think

         10  any one of us in this room in the same situation

         11  would have probably done the same thing. You know,

         12  being in the right place, right time, and thank

         13  goodness I had the ladders. And I'm glad we're

         14  working out in Coney Island and seeing the new

         15  renaissance that's going on out there, and I'm glad

         16  I can be a part of it, run some good phone lines out

         17  there for them too.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Well, thank you very

         19  much. And it's nice to say that any one of us would

         20  do it, but none of us know until you're tested. You

         21  got tested and you met that test. Thank you very

         22  much for doing that.

         23                 Councilwoman Boyland.

         24                 Councilwoman Boyland, I know you've

         25  got a special guest here, and we'd be honored if
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          2  you'd introduce him to us.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: To all of my

          4  colleagues, if you are from Brooklyn or from New

          5  York City, please come forward, as I have brought

          6  one of our superstars, Brian Adams. He is my leader,

          7  one, because not just because he is a superstar

          8  boxer, but because he has given his heart to the

          9  Brownsville community. While I guess he was Santa

         10  Claus for us at one point in time, but as he travels

         11  the world and he boxes and he is the lightweight

         12  champion of the world -- all right, let's hear it

         13  for Brian. Three times, New York State lightweight

         14  champion, and 1996 US Champion, I give to you ladies

         15  and gentlemen, my idol, Brian Adams.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: All right. If the

         17  clerk could read the proclamation.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: The Council, City of

         19  New York, Proclamation.

         20                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         21  New York is pleased and proud to honor Brian Adams

         22  for his personal achievement; and

         23                 Whereas: Brian Adams is one such

         24  individual where as a boxer, and as a person

         25  committed to the community, Mr. Adams is a boxing
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          2  writer columnist for Max Boxing.com; and

          3                 Whereas: Brian Adams is the 1996

          4  United States Lightweight Champion, Mr. Adams also

          5  participated in the 1996 United States Olympic

          6  Trials; and

          7                 Whereas: In 1992, '93, '95 and '96,

          8  Mr. Adams captured the daily news golden glove

          9  title. In 1995 he was awarded the Sugar Ray Robinson

         10  Award recipient, outstanding boxer and

         11  sportsmanship; and

         12                 Whereas: Brian Adams is also an

         13  accomplished poet. In 1994 and 1995, he was a

         14  finalist in the national Library of Poetry Contest;

         15  now, therefore

         16                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         17  City of New York honors Brian Adams for his

         18  contribution to the City and community at large.

         19                 Gifford Miller, Speaker for the

         20  Entire Council; Tracy Boyland, Council Member 41st

         21  District.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Okay, we are so

         23  honored you are here with us. Thank you so much, and

         24  we'd be honored if you would say a few words.

         25                 MR. ADAMS: Thank you, everyone. It's
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          2  my pleasure to be here and a member of the Council,

          3  me and a special friend of mine, who are actually

          4  running a little late, we both achieved success in

          5  the boxing game, and it's very well appreciative for

          6  the Boylands to, you know, honor and acknowledge us.

          7  I think they do a great deal of justice in the

          8  Brownsville community. So, I just wanted to thank

          9  Tracy personally.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Thank you.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: We have a second

         12  guest, Councilwoman Boyland, if you want to bring

         13  him up as well.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Sure. I also

         15  bring to you, if you have Cable TV, or you are on,

         16  at any point in time on this earth and know of some

         17  of the greatest athletes that have ever crossed the

         18  Brooklyn Bridge and has ever been born into New York

         19  City, we have with us Zab Super Judah. Let's give a

         20  round of applause for him. And he is the WBO

         21  Welterweight champion of the world. Undisputed.

         22  Excuse me, ladies and gentlemen, undisputed, and he

         23  is also being honored as he is a product of Brooklyn

         24  and we are happy to have him.

         25                 Would you like to say a few words?
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: First let the clerk

          3  read the Proclamation.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: All right.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: The Council, City of

          6  New York, Proclamation.

          7                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          8  New York is proud to honor Zab "Super" Judah for his

          9  unique contribution to the City and the community;

         10  and

         11                 Whereas: We are a City made strong by

         12  the efforts of individuals who give exemplary

         13  service to their community through participation in

         14  volunteer programs, unique personal achievement in

         15  professional or other endeavors, or through a

         16  lifetime of good citizenry; and

         17                 Whereas: A man of exceptional talent,

         18  Mr. Zab "Super" Judah compiled an extraordinary

         19  amateur record of 110-5, in 1996 he won the PAL

         20  Nationals and turned pro at age 18 on September 20,

         21  1996; and

         22                 Whereas: Zab Judah is one of seven

         23  brothers who box. Not surprising, since his

         24  father/trainer is six time world kickboxing

         25  champion, Yoel Judah; and
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          2                 Whereas: On April 16 and July 9,

          3  1999, Judah scored impressive first-round knockouts

          4  over Juan Torres and David Sample, respectively. On

          5  Feb. 12, 2000 on Showtime, Judah won the IBF 140

          6  pound title by stopping Jan Bergman of South Africa;

          7  and

          8                 Whereas: Judah took on, and

          9  stunningly defeated the aggressive Omar Weiss, who

         10  recently obtained a win over hector Comacho, on July

         11  13, 2002. On July 12, 2003, Zab Judah recaptured his

         12  world championship status by winning the WBO junior

         13  welterweight title against Demarcus "Chop-Chop"

         14  Corley in a twelve-round decision on HBO; and

         15                 Whereas: Zab "Super" Judah beat Cory

         16  "The Next Generation" Spinks by TKO to win the

         17  UNDISPUTED WELTERWEIGHT CHAMPIONSHIP OF THE WORLD on

         18  Feb 5, 2005 at the Savvis Center in St. Louis,

         19  Missouri on Showtime; and

         20                 Whereas: It is with deep appreciation

         21  and a tremendous sense of pride that we recognize

         22  Zab "Super" Judah and are truly enriched by his

         23  presence and commend him for the important

         24  contributions he has made to the sport of Boxing and

         25  our City; now, therefore
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          2                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          3  City of New York most gratefully honors ZAB "SUPER"

          4  JUDAH for his extraordinary contribution to the

          5  Sport of Boxing and the City.

          6                 Signed this 16th day of February in

          7  the year Two Thousand and Five, Gifford Miller,

          8  Speaker for the Entire Council; Tracy Boyland,

          9  Council Member 41st District, Brooklyn.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: We are indeed honored

         11  to have you here with us. Thank you for your

         12  achievements on behalf of the whole City of New

         13  York. And would you like to say a few words?

         14                 MR. JUDAH: I just want to say thank

         15  you. Thank you for being here today, and thank Tracy

         16  and the whole Boyland family for having me here.

         17                 I want to thank Brooklyn for giving

         18  me my opportunity. You know, without being there, I

         19  wouldn't be standing here today. So, thank

         20  everybody.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: The Pledge

         23  of Allegiance.

         24                 (Pledge of Allegiance.)

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.
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          2                 Roll call.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

          4                 (No response.)

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: A quorum, Ma'am.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: A quorum is

          9  present.

         10                 All rise for the invocation delivered

         11  by Rabbi Zvi Romm.

         12                 RABBI ZVI ROMM: Almighty God, we

         13  stand here today close to the cusp of a new year,

         14  full of promises and dreams. We turn to you at the

         15  beginning of this year, asking you for the wisdom to

         16  make these dreams a reality.

         17                 Help us realize the nobility of the

         18  political careers we have chosen for ourselves, the

         19  liberties which we cherish and champion are only

         20  attainable under the rule of law, the very law which

         21  we shape and mold in this Chamber.

         22                 Enable us to see as well that law has

         23  a purpose, the creation of a just and free society.

         24  Even as we debate and refine the most intricate

         25  details and nuances of the law, let us never lose
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          2  sight of the lofty goal which rises up among the

          3  myriad details.

          4                 Assist us in being humble. Let the

          5  sage words of the Talmud ever be our guide. "Do you

          6  think," says the Talmud to leaders of the people,

          7   "that I grant you Lordship? It is servitude that I

          8  grant you; servitude to the rich mosaic of people

          9  who cling to the ideals of liberty and freedom. Let

         10  us never forget our responsibility to them.

         11                 Grant us protection against those

         12  forces in a world which do not recognize the

         13  nobility of our law, those who would rob us of our

         14  achievements, our freedoms and even of life itself,

         15  give all of us the wisdom to lead the people of New

         16  York, and indeed of America, at this critical,

         17  unprecedented time in our history.

         18                 Protect our soldiers, the brave men

         19  and women who defend our law with their lives. Bring

         20  them home safely, and let us be inspired by their

         21  courage.

         22                 Almighty God, bless this coming year.

         23  May this year finally be the year where we will see

         24  the realization of Isiah's words, "Nation should not

         25  lift up sword against nation, neither shall they
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          2  learn more anymore, and let us say amen.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Motion to

          4  spread the Invocation, Council Member Gerson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you very

          6  much, Madam Public Advocate.

          7                 As I acknowledge the esteemed role in

          8  leadership by Rabbi Romm in our Lower Manhattan and

          9  Lower East Side Community, we thank him and the

         10  Bialystoker which serves as his pulpit for all the

         11  guidance and leadership which enobles us and makes

         12  us a better place. So, I move to spread the

         13  Invocation in full upon the record of this

         14  proceeding.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So be it.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you.

         17                 Adoption of the minutes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Messages and

         20  papers from the Mayor.

         21                 M 439.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: General welfare.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         24  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices?

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 440.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Received, Ordered,

          3  Printed and Filed.

          4                 At this point, my colleagues, I'd ask

          5  you to rise. We have a very special group of people

          6  that are here with us to begin with. I want to

          7  acknowledge some special people that are here for

          8  the next ceremony.

          9                 Of course, we begin with

         10  Assemblywoman Arroyo, who is here with us.

         11  Assemblyman, thank you for being here with us.

         12                 Of course, the Chair of the Bronx

         13  Democratic Party and our other colleague and former

         14  colleague here and current colleague in the

         15  Assembly, Assemblyman Jose Rivera, also the Borough

         16  President of the Bronx, Adolfo Carrion, is also

         17  here.

         18                 And they are all here, because, my

         19  friends, today we welcome a new colleague to this

         20  great body, a colleague who we know will continue

         21  the tradition of outstanding service to the people

         22  of the Bronx and the people of the City of New York,

         23  and I have asked the Majority Leader, Joel Rivera,

         24  our Chair of our Bronx Delegation, Maria Baez, and

         25  our Minority Leader James Oddo, to welcome our new
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          2  colleague, City Council Member Maria del Carmen

          3  Arroyo, to our body.

          4                 Please, Maria, come in and we will

          5  swear you into this great office.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Raise your right

          7  hand.

          8                 I, Maria del Carmen Arroyo..

          9                 MS. ARROYO: I, Maria del Carmen

         10  Arroyo...

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Do solemnly

         12  swear...

         13                 MS. ARROYO: Do solemnly swear...

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: That I will

         15  support the Constitution of the United States...

         16                 MS. ARROYO: That I will support the

         17  Constitution of the United States...

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: And the

         19  Constitution of the State of New York...

         20                 MS. ARROYO: And the Constitution of

         21  the State of New York.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: And the Charter of

         23  the City of New York...

         24                 MS. ARROYO: And the Charter of the

         25  City of New York...
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: And I will

          3  faithfully discharge the duties of the office of...

          4                 MS. ARROYO: And that I will

          5  faithfully discharge the duty of the office of...

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Council Member,

          7  17th District...

          8                 MS. ARROYO: Council Member, 17th

          9  District...

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: In the Borough of

         11  the Bronx...

         12                 MS. ARROYO: In the Borough of the

         13  Bronx...

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Of the City of New

         15  York...

         16                 MS. ARROYO: Of the City of New

         17  York...

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: According to the

         19  best of my ability...

         20                 MS. ARROYO: According to the best of

         21  my ability...

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: So help me God.

         23                 MS. ARROYO: So help me God.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Congratulations.

         25                 We are very proud of you. We are
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          2  proud to welcome you to this body. It is a wonderful

          3  place to serve the people of the City of New York.

          4                 And I know you'll be part of that

          5  great tradition, the tradition that your mother and

          6  your family has been carrying on for many years, on

          7  behalf of the people of this great City, and we

          8  welcome you and we would be honored if you would

          9  share a few words with us.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: I was fine

         11  until now. I just got nervous. Thank you, Mr.

         12  Speaker, and for the opportunity to speak.

         13                 There are many people who worked very

         14  hard to make sure that I'm standing here today.

         15                 I'm going to thank some, I know I'm

         16  going to forget a lot, and I guess that will be the

         17  first public act that I do, is make that mistake.

         18                 I look forward to working with my new

         19  colleagues in the City Council. I want to especially

         20  thank Maria Baez, Joel Rivera, Melinda Katz,

         21  Christine Quinn, Margarita Lopez. I know I forgot

         22  somebody. I'm sorry. Hiram Monserrate.

         23                 I will work very, very hard to make

         24  sure that I represent my constituents in a manner

         25  that will make them proud, and in a manner that will
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          2  ensure that my community is served professionally,

          3  honorably and with great integrity.

          4                 I look forward to the challenge, and

          5  I promise to work very, very hard. Be patient with

          6  me. I'm a quick learner, and I hit the ground

          7  running. So, thank you for the welcome, and making

          8  me part of the family.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Congratulations.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Will the

         11  meeting come to order, please. All please sit down

         12  and be quiet.

         13                 Petitions and Communications.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         16  Call-Ups.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 441.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: If the clerk could

         19  call the roll on the one item on our Land Use

         20  Call-Up.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye. And I am

          3  requesting permission to vote on all coupled orders

          4  and resolutions?

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye, and I'd

         23  like to vote on all the rest of the stuff as well.

         24                 Aye on all the rest of the stuff.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          4                 (No response.)

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: I vote aye.

         13  And Madam Public Advocate, I request permission to

         14  vote aye on all coupled orders and resolutions

         15  before us this session.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         23                 (No response.)

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         21                 (No response.)

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: I vote aye.

         16  And Madam Public Advocate, I'd like to request

         17  permission to vote aye on all previous items?

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: I vote aye.

         20  Thank you.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Thank you

         15  very much. Madam Public Advocate, I'd like to vote

         16  yes on all Land Use items, and with everyone's

         17  permission, I'd like to vote early on the General

         18  Coupled -- on the General Items on today's Order

         19  Calendar.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: And all the

         22  resolutions as well.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you very

         25  much, Madam Public Advocate.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Today's Land

          5  Use Call-Ups were adopted by a vote of 42 in the

          6  affirmative, zero in the negative.

          7                 Communication from the Speaker.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, we're

          9  doing a number of important pieces of legislation

         10  today. Before I speak about the legislation, I want

         11  to say something about a resolution that we will be

         12  also passing later in this meeting.

         13                 Later today we will be passing a

         14  resolution asking for tougher penalties for those

         15  individuals who are convicted that are driving while

         16  intoxicated and caused a death or a serious injury

         17  as a result of that intoxication. And that

         18  resolution that we pass today will be passed as a

         19  result of a tragedy that occurred in this City, and

         20  as a result of the commitment and hard work of two

         21  mothers who are here with us today and who I would

         22  like to pay tribute to for their courage, for their

         23  determination and for their willingness to turn

         24  their tragedy into something positive for other

         25  children and other individuals. And I speak of
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          2  Monique Dixon who is here, who is the mother of

          3  Ashawn Leen, who was killed in that terrible

          4  accident, and Diana Reyes, who is the mother of

          5  Angel Reyes, who, thank God, was seriously injured

          6  but is recovering from that terrible accident. We

          7  are passing Reso 338-A on driving while intoxicated

          8  in tribute to their sons, particularly in memory of

          9  Ashawn, but we'll be doing it thanks to their work,

         10  and we thank you both for being here with us today.

         11                 We're passing other important pieces

         12  of legislation, some of which are also about saving

         13  lives today. One important one that I wanted to

         14  bring to your attention is the defibrillator bill

         15  that we will pass today.

         16                 This bill is a simple bill that will

         17  save lives. Because it says that life-saving

         18  devices, defibrillators, should be available in

         19  public places.

         20                 There is no excuse for a society as

         21  wealthy as ours to fail to make available a

         22  comparatively inexpensive and extraordinarily

         23  effective life-saving device in public places, when

         24  we know that having access strictly to

         25  defibrillators literally saves lives. The difference
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          2  between three minutes and 12 minutes, the difference

          3  between life and death, for tens of thousands of New

          4  Yorkers and Americans.

          5                 And I'd like to ask two Council

          6  members who have worked extremely hard to bring this

          7  legislation to the floor for our vote today, to say

          8  a few words, starting with Council Member James

          9  Oddo.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you, Mr.

         11  Speaker.

         12                 I think it's safe to say that to an

         13  individual, each of the 51 members of this body

         14  believes that he or she has introduced a piece of

         15  legislation that is important and worthy of

         16  discussion and maybe hasn't received its hearing and

         17  hasn't been enacted into law. And I guess the

         18  message I have for you colleagues today is, to keep

         19  fighting and be persistent, because in passing this

         20  bill today, we culminate an eight-year struggle to

         21  put AEDs into public places.

         22                 In 1997 I was a staff member to John

         23  Fusco and Tom Ognibene, and there was a front page

         24  story in the New York Times, Wednesday April 16th,

         25  1997, and there was a story about a guy by the name
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          2  of Tony Cox who was the former Chairman of Showtime.

          3                 He was in a gym working out, suffered

          4  sudden cardiac arrest and died. And that's when I

          5  began the request to put defibrillators in public

          6  places.

          7                 There have been a lot of ups and

          8  downs since 1997, but there is an incredible amount

          9  of inspiration one derives when you have the mother

         10  of a 14-year-old stand in your office and describe

         11  to you what it was like to watch her son die before

         12  her very eyes on an athletic field.

         13                 I don't think I can describe for you

         14  what would do it justice what it's like to talk to a

         15  woman who will explain to you that she was watching

         16  her 15-year-old, strapping, healthy, fun great young

         17  man, her son played basketball and then minutes

         18  later suffered sudden cardiac arrest and died.

         19                 Rachel Moyer and John Acompori are

         20  here. John Acompori is the father of Lewis Acompori.

         21  Governor Pataki signed a piece of legislation a few

         22  years ago called Lewis's law which puts

         23  defibrillators in school. I can't tell you how

         24  courageous and strong and wonderful these people

         25  are, and they really have bolstered us and allowed
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          2  us to continue this fight.

          3                 The reality is that if you suffer

          4  sudden cardiac arrest in New York City you're going

          5  to die. There's a one percent survival rate, and

          6  this bill simply puts defibrillators where people

          7  are to give them a better chance at surviving.

          8                 I just want to take a couple of

          9  minutes just thanking a few people, because this is

         10  a long time in coming.

         11                 I want to thank Margarita Lopez, who

         12  has cosponsored this legislation who is a

         13  passionate, passionate advocate to health and mental

         14  health issues.

         15                 I want to thank some staff people,

         16  Jeremy Hopkins from Council Member Quinn's office.

         17  Gelvina Stevenson, who is the Counsel to the Health

         18  Committee. Diana Blanc. Marcel Van Ooyen. I want to

         19  thank Kevin Fullington and Chris Manning from the

         20  Administration. I want to thank Rob Colanga from my

         21  office.

         22                 I want to thank the Speaker, because

         23  whether it's joining my colleagues and welcoming a

         24  new member to this body, or allowing a member to

         25  pass legislation, the Speaker treats Republican's
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          2  fairly and we appreciate that.

          3                 And last, but not least, I'll just

          4  say this: Today is the sixth year anniversary to the

          5  date that Mike Nelson, Chris Quinn and I were

          6  elected in the special election, and sometimes you

          7  question your own sanity in doing this job, when the

          8  media hits plentiful and your constituents are

          9  sometimes irrational, it's days like this that make

         10  this job worth doing. And I just want to thank Chris

         11  Quinn. She is a phenomenal chair of the Health

         12  Committee. She is a great elected official. She is a

         13  wonderful friend, and without her support over these

         14  last six plus years, this would not have happened,

         15  and I want to thank you publicly for your wonderful

         16  friendship.

         17                 Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Councilman

         19  Oddo.

         20                 And Councilwoman Margarita Lopez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I want to thank

         22  the Speaker for giving me the opportunity to address

         23  the group of people here. I just think that this

         24  bill was absolutely necessary. Saving lives is

         25  something that all of us should be involved in.
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          2  Therefore, the Council passing this bill is the

          3  right thing, and I believe that it's the best thing

          4  that we could have done in regard to this.

          5                 I also want to say that the

          6  difference is that we put our money where our mouth

          7  is. Definitely the State and the Governor of the

          8  State that make a mandate that is empty of money and

          9  empty of the necessary resources to buy the

         10  defibrillators and be able to put them in the school

         11  system that we have.

         12                 Therefore, Mr. Pataki, imitate us.

         13  Put the money behind that you made this a reality in

         14  all of the schools of the City of New York.

         15                 Thank you very much, and I want to

         16  thank Council Member Oddo and Council Member

         17  Christine Quinn for pushing this bill all the way

         18  through.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, my

         20  colleagues. We also pass important legislation today

         21  regarding making sure that New Yorkers have access

         22  to prescription drug discount cards, which can help

         23  save them up to 30 percent on their prescription

         24  drugs. There are more than 2 million New Yorkers who

         25  don't have access to prescription drug benefits,
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          2  this is an enormous step in relieving the stress of

          3  whether to choose to buy drugs that you need to

          4  live, or food that you need to live. It's a choice

          5  that too many New Yorkers are making today.

          6                 We also are passing legislation to

          7  ensure that rents paid by seniors go down when

          8  landlords refuse to do the repairs that are

          9  necessary to fix their homes.

         10                 And, finally, legislation to ensure

         11  that the City will recover triple damages for fraud

         12  and abuse that's perpetrated on this City and that

         13  we create the opportunity for individuals to if the

         14  City is not interested in pursuing this kind of

         15  fraud abuse, to come forward and pursue it

         16  themselves. This is modeled on federal and state

         17  legislation that has been proven over and over and

         18  over again.

         19                 So, save money for taxpayers and make

         20  more efficient and I thank my colleagues for their

         21  leadership in bringing these bills to the floor, and

         22  I urge a yes vote on all items coupled on the

         23  General Order Calendar today.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         25  of General Orders.
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          2                 Council Member Koppell.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: I would just

          4  like to congratulate Council Member Yassky and the

          5  others who brought forth the qui tam bill which

          6  allows private citizens to bring suit if they feel

          7  the City has been defrauded, and the recovery would

          8  go to the City and the person bringing suit would

          9  receive a benefit based upon the recovery that the

         10  City gets.

         11                 This has been the law of the United

         12  States since the Civil War, but no one has

         13  apparently brought this to the attention of the City

         14  government until Council Member Yassky has done so,

         15  and I'm pleased to see that it is moving into law

         16  and hope that the Mayor will in fact sign this.

         17                 This can result in the recovery by

         18  the City of many, many millions of dollars, and

         19  certainly increase the vigilance of people to catch

         20  fraud.

         21                 So, Council Member Yassky, I

         22  congratulate you and I also thank the speaker and

         23  the leadership of the house for bringing this

         24  forward. I'm proud that this is passing with my

         25  support.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member Yassky.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you.

          5                 I want to also rise in support of the

          6  False Claims Act.

          7                 I thank Council Member Koppell for

          8  his words. You know, this is just plain common

          9  sense. We all know that the taxpayers, and when we

         10  say the City government, right, it's really the

         11  taxpayers, that the taxpayers do get ripped off by

         12  people who cheat the City and we're not -- we're far

         13  from able to catch every one of those folks, the way

         14  it is now.

         15                 You need whistle-blowers who are

         16  willing to come forward and make that case. And what

         17  this bill does is it gives whistle-blowers the

         18  incentive and it empowers them to do that. And it's

         19  tried and true, it was Abraham Lincoln's idea in

         20  1863, it's been working terrifically well ever

         21  since. It brings in hundreds of millions of dollars

         22  to the federal government each year, tens of

         23  millions of dollars for the other states that do it,

         24  California, other states. The City in Chicago passed

         25  one a month ago.
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          2                 Now, I read in the New York Post this

          3  morning somebody representing, an unnamed

          4  representative of the Mayor said they were worried

          5  about whether it would interfere with criminal

          6  investigations. I just want my colleagues to

          7  understand this. This Administration gave us a whole

          8  bunch of comments on the bill. This bill

          9  incorporates, I would say, 90 percent of their

         10  suggestions, and in particular, on the question

         11  criminal investigation, the bill says if the Law

         12  Department says that there's a criminal

         13  investigation going on that a civil suit might

         14  interfere with, then automatically the suit is

         15  delayed six months, can't go any further, you have

         16  to come back in six months, then they say, wait,

         17  criminal investigations still going on, it's delayed

         18  again and again until the criminal investigation is

         19  over.

         20                 So that objection is totally without

         21  merit.

         22                 And I do hope, I do not understand

         23  why the Mayor would want to turn his back on $30

         24  million a year in extra revenue for the City. That's

         25  the Council Finance's Division's estimate. I
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          2  certainly hope you will sign this bill.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Lanza.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Thank you.

          6                 I rise to support Intro. 211-A. The

          7  AED bill brought forward by Councilman Oddo.

          8                 You know, Madam Public Advocate, our

          9  passion often has us believing that every single

         10  thing we do here is a matter of life and death, and

         11  obviously, that's not the case.

         12                 Today we're presented with the rare

         13  opportunity to support legislation that truly is a

         14  matter of life and death.

         15                 This day and this opportunity was

         16  never a guarantee, however. It took eight years of

         17  perseverance, dedication, commitment and leadership

         18  of Councilman Oddo who was supported by the Speaker,

         19  Councilwoman Quinn, Councilwoman Lopez. And, so, we

         20  have to thank them today for giving this

         21  opportunity, because this truly is that rare

         22  occasion when we have the opportunity to support

         23  legislation that without question will save lives.

         24                 Again, I want to thank Councilman

         25  Oddo for his leadership on this issue, allowing me
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          2  the opportunity to support and be a part of the

          3  enactment of this legislation, and I want to thank

          4  the Speaker, Councilwoman Quinn and Councilwoman

          5  Lopez. Thank you.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          7  Member Gallagher.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Thank you,

          9  Madam Public Advocate.

         10                 I rise, like my colleague Andrew

         11  Lanza, to say a few words about my friend and my

         12  colleague Jimmy Oddo and his commitment to this

         13  issue.

         14                 I say here today that I am proud of

         15  my colleagues, in particular, Jimmy, Chris Quinn,

         16  and Margarita Lopez, for spearheading Intro. 211-A.

         17                 You know, today we have with us in

         18  the balcony representatives from St. John's

         19  University, and Jimmy, Andy and I were bringing them

         20  around the Council today, and we talked about

         21  government, we talked about the role of Republicans

         22  in this body, and this is a great example on how

         23  bipartisanship works, and how the Speaker of this

         24  Council shows tremendous leadership in allowing

         25  James Oddo as a Republican to pass a life-saving
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          2  bill that is going to help so many in this City of

          3  New York.

          4                 So, as I look around this body today,

          5  with a special thank you to so many, we're going to

          6  help save lives. And in particular, my leader, and

          7  my friend, Jimmy Oddo, it was eight years he

          8  struggled to bring this bill forward, and today you

          9  get to see your dream, this bill passed into law.

         10  You should be proud of your accomplishments and

         11  achievements.

         12                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member Perkins.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         16  very much.

         17                 I want to first take a moment to

         18  extend my congratulations to David Yassky for a bill

         19  that he has authored, and which is before us today.

         20                 I'm proud that once again the

         21  Governmental Operations Committee was able to be

         22  helpful in sheparding this bill, and to the point of

         23  the success that we're about to acknowledge today,

         24  I'm disappointed that the Administration does not

         25  see the value of gaining $30 million a year that is
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          2  the benefit of the implementation of this bill. $30

          3  million can go a long way in a time of fiscal

          4  challenge, and by the same token, this is a bill

          5  that recruits New Yorkers into the process of

          6  detecting fraud, and helping to make our government

          7  much more effective, and much more responsive to the

          8  needs of New Yorkers.

          9                 So, to David Yassky, I want to

         10  commend you for this bill. It's a landmarked piece

         11  of legislation, not only for this Council, but I

         12  think that it is a sign of the type of openness that

         13  we would like to see.

         14                 I'd also like to take a moment to

         15  urge my colleagues to support Intro. 215-A. It's a

         16  bill that puts money into the pockets of our senior

         17  citizens after they win a battle with landlords that

         18  were depriving them of services, and they get a rent

         19  reduction. That rent reduction will go into their

         20  pockets. This is the first time that such a

         21  reduction would go into their pockets as opposed to

         22  perhaps going back to the City, and I think that

         23  that is a very worthy accomplishment and I'd like to

         24  say that this is the Sister Pugh Law. Thank you.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council
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          2  Member Katz.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Thank you, Madam

          4  Public Advocate.

          5                 I'd like to point out two things.

          6  Number one, today we are accepting a veto. Mayor

          7  Bloomberg vetoed one out of two of the day care

          8  legislation that I carried last month and was passed

          9  unanimously by this Council.

         10                 The piece of legislation he vetoed

         11  called for State facilities, who are inspected by

         12  New York City inspectors of the Department of

         13  Health, he vetoed the requirement that they notify

         14  parents if there are any serious violations that

         15  lead to danger of the children in that day care

         16  center.

         17                 He claims we are preempted. They are

         18  New York City inspectors, New York City controls

         19  those inspections, they control the reports, they

         20  control every piece of information that comes from

         21  those inspections, and I believe that we should

         22  allow our parents to have this information.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: It's not up

         24  for a vote now, Council member.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: No, it is up for
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          2  a vote. Affordable housing is not up for a vote?

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: It's always

          4  up for a vote.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Affordable

          6  housing.

          7                 I just want to point out that in all

          8  of the stuff that we do in this Council, we have

          9  today created affordable housing in over 11 projects

         10  throughout the City of New York.

         11                 I want to thank HPD for all the work

         12  that they did. And the Council members should truly

         13  be proud, we are little by little trying to place

         14  affordable housing. There is so much more that needs

         15  to be done on the topic, but I do believe that in

         16  the scheme in what has happened over in the last

         17  month and all of the controversy that we've

         18  experienced, we shouldn't let today go by without

         19  noting that members in this Council work extremely

         20  hard with the City agencies to make sure every

         21  single day that their constituents have affordable,

         22  safe, wonderful places to live, and I want to thank

         23  everyone involved in that project, and again,

         24  Martinez, for the work they do on the Planning

         25  Subcommittee. Thank you.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

          3  nobody else -- oh, sorry, Council Member Quinn.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Thank you.

          5                 I just want to urge my colleagues to

          6  vote for Intro. 530.

          7                 This is a piece of legislation which

          8  will require that when the 421-A program is used in

          9  the recently rezoned Hudson Yards area, that it come

         10  with it with the affordable housing requirement.

         11                 The extension of 421-A with the

         12  housing requirement, affordable housing requirement

         13  into the Hudson Yards area is a critical part of our

         14  overall plan to make sure that we came up with close

         15  to 3,500 permanently affordable units in the area on

         16  the far west side, which we recently rezoned and I

         17  hope my colleagues will be able to support this

         18  legislation.

         19                 I want to thank the Chair of the

         20  Committee, Madeline Provenzano, for moving the bill

         21  so quickly, the Mayor's Office of Legislative

         22  Affairs and HPD for supporting it and moving it

         23  forward, and Chairperson Katz and Speaker Miller,

         24  for making sure that we received an ironclad

         25  commitment from the Mayor's Office to support and
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          2  sign this bill when we were negotiating the Hudson

          3  Yards.

          4                 I thank everyone for that, and I urge

          5  people to vote in support of Intro. 530.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

          7  nobody else, okay, Report of Special Committees.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Report of

         10  Standing Committees.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         12  Committee on Aging.

         13                 Intro. 215-A.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         15  on the General Order Calendar.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         17  Committee on Governmental Operations.

         18                 Intro. 346-A.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and Coupled

         20  on the General Order Calendar.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         22  Committee on Health.

         23                 Intro. 172-A.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         25  on the General Order Calendar.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 211-A.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

          4  on the General Order Calendar.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          6  Committee on Housing and Buildings.

          7                 Intro. 530.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          9  General Order Calendar.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         11  Committee on Land Use.

         12                 LU 308 and companion Reso 842.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         14  General Order Calendar.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 351 and

         16  companion Reso 843.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         18  General Order Calendar.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 352 and

         20  companion Reso 844.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 377 and

         23  companion 845.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Item is filed

         25  pursuant to a letter of withdrawal.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 378 and

          3  companion Reso 846.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Item is filed

          5  pursuant to a letter of withdrawal.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 380 and

          7  companion Reso 847.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          9  General Order Calendar.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 386 and

         11  companion Reso 848.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 387 and

         14  companion Reso 849.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 388 and

         17  companion Reso 850.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 389 and

         20  companion Reso 851.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 390 and

         23  companion Reso 852.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 391 and
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          2  companion Reso 853.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: The last one you said

          4  before that, did you say LU 390 and companion Reso

          5  852.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 390 and

          7  companion Reso 852.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: That one is coupled.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 391 and

         10  companion Reso 853.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: That's also coupled.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 392 and

         13  companion Reso 854.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports on the

         16  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: There are people out

         18  there that pay very close attention, believe me.

         19                 That is also coupled.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: What is also

         21  coupled is M 435 and companion Reso 855.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Exactly. Coupled on

         23  the General Order Calendar.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         25  Order Calendar.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 127-A.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Resolution appointing

          4  various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Coupled on the

          6  General Order Calendar.

          7                 At this point I ask the clerk to call

          8  the roll on all items coupled on the General Order

          9  Calendar.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Madam Chair,

         16  may I be excused to explain my vote?

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you.

         19                 I just would like to be consistent in

         20  my voting.

         21                 I'm for affordable housing --

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         23  please.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I'd like to be

         25  consistent in my voting, and I'm all for affordable
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          2  housing and inclusionary zoning, but I did vote

          3  against the Hudson Yard, Rail Yard, so I'd like to

          4  vote no on Intro. 530. This is not no against

          5  affordable housing, but the entire project to be

          6  consistent, and aye on all others.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

          8                 (No response.)

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I vote aye. I

         11  just want to congratulate Christine Quinn and

         12  everybody else about the 421-A in which that we

         13  could think of ways to be creative about these the

         14  IDA's and the 421-A's and the J-51's, and other

         15  abatements around the City so that we produce the

         16  same kind of creativity for affordable housing.

         17                 I vote aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Madam Chair,

         20  may I be excused to explain my vote?

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Of course.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: I just wanted

         23  to congratulate Jeannette Gadson who will be

         24  approved today in our voting on M 435, Reso 855.

         25  Jeannette Gadson has served as a quality public
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          2  servant in the Borough of Brooklyn for quite some

          3  time, and we have called her forth to serve as a

          4  Commissioner for the Board of Elections in Queens

          5  County, and I look forward to seeing her in action,

          6  and I know that we will certainly see some

          7  remarkable things happen in the Board of Elections

          8  of Kings County as a result of her tenure there.

          9                 So, I just wanted to congratulate Ms.

         10  Jeannette Gadson and vote aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Madam Public

         13  Advocate, may I be allowed to explain my vote and

         14  vote for the Land Use Call-Ups?

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Of course.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: And if I can

         17  explain my vote, I also want to congratulate

         18  Jeannette Gadson for returning as a democratic

         19  commissioner for the Board of Elections and I want

         20  to congratulate Jimmy Oddo on his eight-year quest

         21  to get something done that should have been a

         22  no-brainer to put defibrillators in public places.

         23  That's a law that will save lives and help people in

         24  clearly a situation where it should have been done a

         25  long time ago.

                                                            71

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 I also want to congratulate all the

          3  people that helped Jim get that law passed and

          4  pushed it to be done to this point.

          5                 I vote aye on all. Thank you.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Madam Public

          8  Advocate, I believe we should get an A for

          9  persistence to Council Member Oddo, and I vote aye

         10  on all.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Madam Public

         14  Advocate, may I have a brief moment to explain my

         15  vote?

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Madam Advocate,

         18  I would like to congratulate the Minority Leader of

         19  this body who sheparded through legislation that

         20  would save lives.

         21                 I am proud to be a cosponsor of this

         22  legislation, as I might add, so are you, Ms. Public

         23  Advocate, and to support this, and I just want to

         24  say to our Minority Leader congratulations.

         25                 And I also would like to congratulate
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          2  Jeannette Gadson on again becoming the Commissioner,

          3  the Brooklyn Board of Elections. I was proud to

          4  support her in the past.

          5                 She also happened to be a district

          6  manager in a small part of my district in Community

          7  Board 16, and I'm glad to see her return to the

          8  realm of public service, and I'm sure she'll serve

          9  the electorate of Brooklyn proud.

         10                 Thank you. And I vote aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Madam Public

         13  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: First, I want

         16  to also congratulate Council Member Oddo. His

         17  passion on this issue has really made it possible

         18  and lives will be saved, and I think it just goes to

         19  show there is nothing democratic or republican about

         20  a good idea that saves lives.

         21                 Regarding the Hudson River Yards, I

         22  certainly had more than my say on that issue, and I

         23  still have a great deal of problem with the timing

         24  of what we did.

         25                 This piece doesn't commit any money
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          2  and it does provide affordable housing, so I will be

          3  voting aye on that.

          4                 And as far as Jeannette Gadson's

          5  appointment is concerned, I'm extremely proud to

          6  vote for that. Lord knows, we have a lot of cleaning

          7  up to do in Brooklyn. There are things that go on in

          8  my county that I'm not proud of, and I want to

          9  congratulate Councilman Stewart for his leadership

         10  in making sure that someone with the integrity of

         11  Jeannette Gadson was appointed clear of any conflict

         12  of interest to serve as our elections commissioner.

         13  And so I very proudly vote aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: I vote aye

         16  on all coupled general orders.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I vote yes on

         23  all, and I would like to congratulate Council Member

         24  Oddo for his perseverance for all, which will save

         25  lives.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: I would like

          6  to vote on all Land Use Call-Ups and aye on all.

          7  Thank you.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Permission

         24  to explain my vote, Madam?

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Madam Public

          3  Advocate, I want to commend Council Member Quinn and

          4  bill 530, which, again, is an effort and a

          5  legislation that will serve other communities that

          6  are struggling with the issue of affordable housing,

          7  and throughout the City we've seen a lot of

          8  development of housing, but in many communities,

          9  when we talk about housing, we're talking about what

         10  kind of housing and who is going to live in those

         11  housing, and guaranteeing the permanence of

         12  affordable housing in communities, it is extremely

         13  important.

         14                 Again, I want to commend her

         15  leadership on this issue.

         16                 I want to congratulate her for

         17  continuing to advocate for her community, and not

         18  only her community when she does it, but for the

         19  entire City of New York.

         20                 I vote aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Madam Public

         23  Advocate, I request brief leave to explain my vote?

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you.
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          2                 I want to lend my voice to those that

          3  have commended the Minority Leader James Oddo in

          4  bringing forth the defibrillator bill. It certainly

          5  is a testament to his perseverance and commitment to

          6  doing the right thing.

          7                 I think many of us, while many of us

          8  in the majority will not always agree with him

          9  philosophically, but we struggle to bring us and him

         10  closer to the middle somehow and I think he

         11  succeeded in that quite often. He pulls us in and we

         12  pull him in, and that's witnessed by the fact that

         13  this is an Oddo/Lopez bill, and I just want to say

         14  that I think I speak for many of my colleagues who

         15  would say that we need to do more Oddo/Lopez's

         16  bills, it seems like a good idea.

         17                 I'd like to dedicate my vote to Lewis

         18  and Gregory. I know Mr. Acompori and Ms. Moyer are

         19  here, and also, for the record, about four years

         20  ago, a little over four years ago, a very good

         21  friend of mine, a teacher, probably Staten Island's

         22  number one teacher, I think it's fair to say at that

         23  time Mr. Kevin Shehi was a teacher at Tottenville

         24  High School, had been very active in democratic

         25  politics as well, had actually run for Congress in
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          2  1982, dedicated his life to teaching students, and

          3  at the age of 57 was playing in a faculty students'

          4  basketball game, and in the middle of the game had

          5  an attack and fell down on the floor, and there were

          6  many there who were present that day who felt that

          7  had an AED been available, he'd probably still be

          8  alive today. I don't know for sure, no one knows for

          9  sure, but I think that certainly his case and

         10  Lewis's and Gregory's served as impetus for us all,

         11  and especially to Jim for getting this bill passed,

         12  and I think in memory of all those, and certainly in

         13  the spirit of all those who will be saved in the

         14  future, I proudly lend my vote to that item and all

         15  the items on today's calendar, I vote yes. Thank

         16  you.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: May I have

         19  permission to vote on all Land Use Call-Ups?

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Thank you.

         22  I vote aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

                                                            78

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: May I be

          5  excused to explain my vote?

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Sure.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I want to

          8  first make some remarks with regard to LU 308 and

          9  Reso 842, a UDAAP that's in my district. I want to

         10  recognize, this is an extraordinary project in that

         11  it represents the best housing program that the City

         12  has when it comes to affordable housing, because

         13  this is a project that comes out of the so-called

         14  Tenant Interim Lease Program in which incumbent

         15  tenants are given an opportunity to co-op their and

         16  a price that is affordable to their pocket, which is

         17  about $250 per apartment. And, so, this was, I think

         18  the way that we should be going in terms of housing

         19  in this City.

         20                 Also, I'd like to make note of LU

         21  352, Reso 844. Another UDAAP in my district that

         22  stems from one of the greatest housing scandals that

         23  ever took place in Harlem, and that was the HUD 203K

         24  program, a federal program that provided insurance

         25  for housing, yet it was fraudulent in the manner in

                                                            79

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  which it was implemented and resulted in many, many

          3  properties in my district and in other parts of this

          4  City are falling into a very bad situation. We tried

          5  to make lemonade out of a lemon, and these buildings

          6  were assigned to HPD, and ultimately will be turned

          7  over through a community developer for another

          8  affordable housing ownership opportunity, again, a

          9  direction that I think we should be moving in when

         10  it comes to housing in our City.

         11                 Last but not least, I want to thank

         12  Councilwoman Maria Baez, the Chair of our Senior

         13  Committee, for sheparding Intro. 215-A through her

         14  Committee. Again, it's a bill that puts money in the

         15  pockets of our senior citizens, and, again, I want

         16  to thank Council Member Yassky for Intro. 346-A, the

         17  right, the private right of action for false or

         18  fraudulent claims. Thank you. I vote aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: May I be

         21  excused to explain my vote?

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Thank you.

         24                 I, too would like to congratulate

         25  Chris Quinn, as the Chair of Housing and Buildings,
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          2  and a staunch advocate for affordable housing, and

          3  she's worked so hard on this piece of legislation. I

          4  am pleased to carry it in my Committee. And this

          5  relates to an area where development is truly sorely

          6  needed.

          7                 I would also like to congratulate my

          8  colleague and friend Juiliano. It was a long time in

          9  coming, but we're glad you finally did it. And I

         10  vote yes on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: If I may be

         13  excused to explain my vote?

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Again, I want

         16  to thank Chairperson Provenzano, and Chairperson

         17  Katz and the Speaker for their help and support on

         18  Intro. 530 and affordable housing in the Hudson

         19  Yards area.

         20                 I want to congratulate Council Member

         21  Baez and the Speaker for their prescription drug

         22  code bill and also congratulate Council Members

         23  Lopez and Oddo on the Defibrillator Bill and thank

         24  the Acompori's and the Moyer family who are here

         25  with us today. I was lucky enough to be introduced
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          2  to both of those families by the Minority Leader,

          3  and, you know, it's not every day at every job that

          4  you can know when you leave your job that you did

          5  something that would literally have saved someone's

          6  life. So, thank you, both, and your families for

          7  coming to us and sharing your tragedy but turning it

          8  into such a triumph for the City, and I'm very

          9  honored and grateful that you've allowed the City

         10  Council to be part of your bravery and your courage

         11  by bringing this day forward, so thank you both very

         12  much, and, again, thank you to Council members Oddo

         13  and Lopez for making sure we never lost focus of

         14  this important issue, and I very proudly vote aye on

         15  all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Madam Public

          4  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: First, I

          7  would like to congratulate Ms. Gadson for being our

          8  new Commissioner in Brooklyn, and I want to thank

          9  the members of the Brooklyn Delegation, who stood at

         10  me and listened to me, and also the Committee on

         11  Rules who understand what it means when we have to

         12  prevent things from happening.

         13                 At this time, I would also like to

         14  thank Maria Baez for sheparding the bill that helps

         15  seniors and I will vote aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: May I have

         24  permission to vote aye on all the Land Use Call-Ups,

         25  Madam Chair?
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: And may I also

          4  explain my vote?

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you.

          7                 I want to congratulate Council Member

          8  Quinn and Council Member Provenzano for the 421-A

          9  legislation, strictly 421-A benefits to projects to

         10  affordable housing, I think that is a great, great

         11  idea.

         12                 It would be my hope to extend it

         13  beyond the West Side rezoning area, and indeed

         14  certainly for the major rezonings that are upcoming

         15  in Brooklyn and elsewhere, the same principle ought

         16  to apply.  If the City is going to be giving tax

         17  benefits, that ought to be for affordable housing.

         18  So, I commend you for that bill, and I look forward

         19  to working with you on expanding it.

         20                 Just on the False Claims Act, I want

         21  to thank very much my colleagues, Chair Perkins of

         22  the Government Operations Committee, who devoted

         23  many hours, I believe three hearings and much work

         24  to that piece of legislation, and, of course, the

         25  Speaker who spent a great deal of time on what was a
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          2  complicated bill. I appreciate it.

          3                 And I want to thank the staff people

          4  who did all the work on it, Matthew Tollin, no

          5  longer with the Council, and his successor Rob

          6  Newman, and Marcel Van Ooyen of the Speaker's staff,

          7  and of my own staff, Megan Curtis. Thank you. And I

          8  vote aye on all bills before us.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         13                 CLERK: Oddo.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Madam Public

         15  Advocate, would you indulge me with another minute

         16  and a half, please?

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: First of all,

         19  thank you to all of my colleagues for the wonderful

         20  words. Councilman McMahon invoked the name of Kevin

         21  Shehi and I think that is absolutely appropriate.

         22  The basketball game that Kevin was playing in that

         23  Mike referred to was actually a charitable

         24  basketball game for the American Heart Association,

         25  and Mike is indeed, Kevin is indeed up there with
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          2  Gregory and Lewis looking down and they're all

          3  proud.

          4                 I just want to thank one other

          5  person, Tony Rose who trained my staff and trained

          6  me and recertified us in CPR and AED for he's the

          7  Energizer Bunny and he's been a great friend. And I

          8  can't stress it enough how wonderful the staff is

          9  that we have here, and Marcel Van Ooyen has reached

         10  that lofty status of Madonna and Cher that he's

         11  known by one name, Marcel. And it seems that not a

         12  piece of legislation is cut in this body without

         13  Marcel having touched it and improved it, and it

         14  isn't just a female thing. And I also want to thank

         15  Gelvina Stevenson, who did a great job, again, I

         16  can't stress how wonderful she was. And last but not

         17  least, again, the big guy in the back, Rob Calanja

         18  from my staff did a phenomenal job of putting this

         19  all to bed after eight years. So, thank you. I vote

         20  aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items in

         24  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

         25  vote of 47 in the affirmative --
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Excuse me,

          3  Madam Public Advocate, may I be excused to vote? My

          4  name was not called.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Oh, dear.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: No, I'm not

          7  hurt.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Who didn't

          9  call Simcha? You voted, I'm told.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Oh, you're

         11  telling me what I did?

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I think you

         13  did vote --

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I did not

         15  vote.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I think you

         17  did when Mr. DeBlasio, there was kind of a slurring

         18  of names there.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Is this a

         20  Jewish thing? I did not vote. I don't care if I do

         21  or not, but I didn't vote.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: You said

         23  "and others."

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Okay, forget

         25  it.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items in

          5  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

          6  vote of 47 in the affirmative, zero in the negative,

          7  zero abstentions, with the exception of Intro. 530,

          8  which was adopted by a vote of 46 in the

          9  affirmative, one in the negative, zero abstentions.

         10                 Revised Land Use Call-Ups were

         11  adopted by a vote of 47 in the affirmative, zero in

         12  the negative.

         13                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: All bills are

         15  referred to the Committee as indicated on the

         16  schedule.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         18  of Resolutions. And we only have one minute, please.

         19                 Council Member Weprin.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you,

         21  Madam Public Advocate.

         22                 Today we are voting on Resolution

         23  674-A, which I'm the prime sponsor of which calls

         24  upon the State Legislature to pass a bill that will

         25  enable senior citizens to subtract unreimbursed
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          2  medical and prescription drug expenses from their

          3  income.

          4                 With the cost of living rising and

          5  dramatic increases in health cost, many senior

          6  citizens truly in need are not being helped by the

          7  SCRIE program. This legislation attempts to offer

          8  relief to seniors by allowing expenses from all

          9  income sources when determining income from

         10  eligibility purposes. Given the ability to deduct

         11  unreimbursed medical and prescription drug expenses,

         12  allows more seniors on the edge to benefit from the

         13  SCRIE program.

         14                 This resolution is an important step

         15  towards easing the burden placed on our senior

         16  citizens' shoulders, by skyrocketing health costs in

         17  the possibility of living in unregulated apartments.

         18                 I urge my colleagues to support this

         19  resolution by voting in the affirmative. Let's tell

         20  Albany to take care of our seniors.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         23  Member Nelson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you,

         25  Madam Public Advocate.
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          2                 Recently the world remembered the

          3  60th anniversary in the liberation of the Auschwitz

          4  Concentration Death Camp. The world's newswires and

          5  services carried stories of the atrocities and

          6  unspeakable acts of degradation that were committed

          7  upon the Jews of East Europe during one of

          8  humanity's worst crimes and said this could never

          9  happen again. Never again became the mantra of the

         10  people that would rebuild and become a strong

         11  advocate for tolerance and equality. Yet again and

         12  again w read with alarm incident after incident of

         13  synagogue bombings, bombing attacks on Jewish

         14  schools, the desecration of Jewish cemeteries and

         15  the reemergence of the Swastika. The very essence of

         16  hatred against the Jews.

         17                 The new generation of anti-Semetic

         18  violence that has risen around the world begs all of

         19  humanity to ask, have we not learned the lesson of

         20  60 years ago? In the Sudan, in the Balkans, Ruanda,

         21  Cambodia, the cleansing of groups within the larger

         22  society shows that we have not --

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         24  please.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: I'll just
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          2  finish with this. Now Jews again are the subject of

          3  a new age of an old age problem, never again it is

          4  not only a Jewish mantra, it is the world mantra.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          6  Council Member.

          7                 Council Member Vallone, one minute,

          8  please.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Thank you,

         10  Madam Chair.

         11                 My colleagues, there's a loophole in

         12  our State law which allows the drunken killers of

         13  children to be punished as we punish shoplifters.

         14                 We are joined today by the brave

         15  parents of two little boys, Monique Dixon, whose son

         16  Ashawn was killed by a drunk driver, and Diana

         17  Reyes, whose son Angel was severely injured. They

         18  have persevered in their fight for justice and today

         19  the City Council takes a big step in that direction.

         20                 Prior to this tragedy, myself and Jim

         21  Gennaro introduced a resolution calling for this

         22  loophole to be closed, because we feared that this

         23  would happen, but Albany did not act.

         24                 We must never again allow drunk

         25  drivers, like John Worder, who stole little Ashawn
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          2  from us, to go unpunished. Mr. Worder currently

          3  enjoys his freedom, charged only with a misdemeanor

          4  facing the same penalty as a turnstile jumper or a

          5  shoplifter. Do we hold human life in such little

          6  regard to equate it with a stolen pair of socks?

          7                 Today, the City Council, joined by

          8  the parents of these two young boys, say no. Thank

          9  you.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         11  Member Gennaro.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

         13  Madam Public Advocate. I also wish to speak out on

         14  this very, very important issue. I thank Council

         15  Member Vallone for his leadership and I thank in a

         16  very, very special way, these two great mothers that

         17  are here with us today who have channeled their

         18  grief and their love of their sons into activism to

         19  save our children. This law will be changed by

         20  Albany. It will be changed the right way. We will

         21  close the loophole and it will be done on the

         22  strength of these mother's love for their sons. I

         23  thank them for being here. I thank them for trying

         24  to do a very, very great thing in the face of this

         25  tragedy. I thank Council Member Vallone. I thank
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          2  Speaker Miller for his help, I thank all of my

          3  colleagues and I urge you to vote yes on Reso 338-A

          4  and send Albany the message to change the law and to

          5  change it now. Thank you.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          7  Member Perkins.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I just want

          9  to add my support to Reso 798, regarding the

         10  Auschwitz Concentration Camp in Poland, the 60th

         11  anniversary. I recently authored a letter in such

         12  commemoration.

         13                 I also want to point out the

         14  significance of Reso 804, concerning Jack Johnson.

         15                 You know, this is a resolution that

         16  reminds us of a very, very dark period, if you will,

         17  in American History, when a black man associating

         18  with a black woman was a crime. It was not on the

         19  books at the time, but -- oh, I'm sorry. No, it

         20  wasn't a crime then, but let me just say, when a

         21  black man associated with a white woman, it was a

         22  crime. It wasn't a crime on the books, but it was

         23  nevertheless treated in many respects fatally.

         24                 And this law, for the first time,

         25  makes it against, made it against the law and Jack
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          2  Johnson was punished because of his association with

          3  white women, and I think it's a very, very important

          4  resolution for us to remember that period in our

          5  history.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          7  Council Member.

          8                 Council Member Vann.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes, Madam

         10  Public Advocate, I rise to ask enthusiastic support

         11  for Reso 804. Assuming Councilman Perkins is

         12  correct, the only crime that Jack Johnson made is

         13  that he dared to be a man at a time when America,

         14  the attitude in America was that black people were

         15  inferior. And he was a man, and that was the only

         16  crime that he committed. And this country conspired

         17  against him. The country enacted legislation, the

         18  Man Act, just to mis-apply it to him and to convict

         19  him to racial motivation.

         20                 So, this calls for a pardon, asks our

         21  President to pardon him, based on the Constitutional

         22  power that he had.

         23                 This country needs to do this, not

         24  for Jack Johnson, but for ourselves.

         25                 I call for enthusiastic support for
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          2  this resolution. Thank you.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Jennings.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Thank you. I

          6  would like to support the resolution of Jack

          7  Johnson.

          8                 You know, it was mentioned here that

          9  the reason why he was punished was because of his

         10  association with white women. That wasn't the only

         11  reason. It was because he was in the ring beating up

         12  white men, and he was a hope and inspiration to the

         13  black community and black men. And often when young

         14  black men are rising leaders and aspirations of

         15  being a leadership of the black community, men, evil

         16  and racist men, try to put people like Jack Johnson

         17  and other young leaders like what they'd done to

         18  Martin Luther King and Malcolm X, to destroy them

         19  physically, financially or socially. That's what

         20  that was about, and that's why I rise to support

         21  this resolution, to make sure -- and we should all

         22  remember, injustice anywhere is injustice to

         23  everyone, especially this Black History Month.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council
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          2  Member Sanders.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you,

          4  Madam Public Advocate. As a boxing aficionado, of

          5  course I have to rise for Jack Johnson. It's rumored

          6  that he still has the hardest right hand in boxing,

          7  only challenged by the Brown Bomber and the Raging

          8  Bull and several others. Jack Johnson should never

          9  have had been stripped of his title and have all of

         10  the different problems that he had. It was a

         11  shameful period of American history. The sooner that

         12  America corrects it, the better. And let's put him

         13  back on the pedestal that he belongs and the boxing

         14  tradition, and if anybody doesn't agree I'll show

         15  him a Jack Johnson move or two myself.

         16                 Thank you.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  Member James.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: I rise in

         20  support of Resolution 798, a resolution

         21  commemorating the 60th anniversary of the liberation

         22  of the Auschwitz Concentration Camp in Poland on

         23  January 27, 1945.

         24                 In addition to that, I also want to

         25  speak about the resolution where we're calling upon
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          2  the President of the United States to pardon Jack

          3  Johnson, because his conviction was a result solely

          4  of contrived charges reflecting attitudes and morays

          5  that America has long since outgrown.

          6                 Both of these resolutions seek to

          7  right two wrongs in American history, and I, again,

          8  support both of them. Thank you very much.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         10  nobody else, who did I miss? Oh, sorry, Council

         11  Member Dilan for the resolution.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: I also, too,

         13  just very briefly would like to add my voice in

         14  support of getting our President to pardon Jack

         15  Johnson.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         17  nobody else, shall we vote on the resolutions?

         18                 Resolution 338-A. All in favor?

         19                 Opposed?

         20                 Resolution 674-A. In favor?

         21                 Opposed?

         22                 Reso 798. In favor?

         23                 Opposed?

         24                 And Reso 804. In favor?

         25                 All are adopted.

                                                            97

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 General Discussion.

          3                 Council Member Weprin.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you,

          5  Public Advocate.

          6                 I urge my colleagues to sign onto

          7  Intro. 576 and 577, co-prime sponsored with me by

          8  Council Member David Yassky and Councilman Jim

          9  Gennaro.

         10                 After 9/11 backlash violence against

         11  Arabs, Muslims and those perceived to be so happened

         12  in New York, these New Yorkers were doubly hit by

         13  the tragedy of September 11th. Not only were they

         14  the victims of terrorism like everyone else, many

         15  were perceived as the enemy or victims of backlash

         16  crimes as well.

         17                 Overall, the New York City Police

         18  Department received 103 reports of hate crimes

         19  against Arabs and Muslims in the three months after

         20  September 11th.

         21                 Before this time, the NYPD had only

         22  received seven reports of biased crime in an entire

         23  year. Backlash violence did not begin on September

         24  11th, and it does not affect just one community of

         25  New Yorkers.
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          2                 Unless a plan is put into action,

          3  backlash violence will only continue to tear

          4  neighborhoods apart and break the fabric of respect

          5  for diversity that New York prides itself on.

          6                 Backlash is going to happen and New

          7  York City should have a plan to mitigate it before

          8  it does.

          9                 The Anti-Hate Crimes Act, which I am

         10  introducing, will deal with this type of situation.

         11                 Also, the other bill deals with

         12  discrimination in uniformed agencies against

         13  religious attire, such as Sheiks wearing turbans,

         14  Muslim women wearing Muslim head scarves, and

         15  Hasidic Jews wearing Hasidic garb, and I urge

         16  anti-discrimination in these agencies against these

         17  individuals.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member Nelson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you,

         21  Madam Public Advocate.

         22                 Yesterday the Mayor signed into law

         23  Introduction Bills 176-A and 177-A that I

         24  cosponsored. I thank the Mayor for signing these

         25  sensible consumer protection bills into law. These
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          2  bills will mandate that payday loan companies doing

          3  business with New York City disclose vital and key

          4  information about their rates and terms that these

          5  loans would impose upon the applicant.

          6                 Additionally, the City will be

          7  required to track such loans to prevent unfair

          8  targeting by these companies into areas of the City.

          9                 The Council, under the leadership of

         10  Speaker Gifford Miller, and my colleagues on these

         11  bills, Council Members Comrie, Sears and Reed, have

         12  again acted to protect the citizens of our great

         13  City against predatory lending practices.

         14                 Also, I've introduced Resolution 834,

         15  supporting a bill that will allow businesses to

         16  provide financial relief for our soldiers from the

         17  pay inequity that they and their families suffer

         18  when they are called to serve our nation.

         19                 And Resolution 833, calling upon the

         20  MTA, to set a maximum safe speed to trains entering

         21  stations, too many times somebody is on the tracks

         22  and these trains don't have a chance to stop.

         23                 So, I urge you to sign onto these

         24  bills.

         25                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member Jackson.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

          5  Madam Public Advocate.

          6                 My colleagues, I rise in order to let

          7  you know, that there was a big press conference held

          8  this afternoon by AQE, the Alliance for Quality

          9  Education, demanding that Governor Pataki not appeal

         10  the CFE Court Order, which is demanding $14.8

         11  billion for the 1.1 million school children in New

         12  York City. And they established a website called

         13  www.ourkidscan'twait.org, and I'm asking everyone to

         14  communicate that to all of your constituents and

         15  everyone you know to sign on this petition,

         16  demanding Governor Pataki not appeal the CFE Court

         17  Order issued by Justice Leland DeGrasse Monday

         18  evening.

         19                 I put a memo in all of your desk and

         20  I put some in your hand, please make copies of this.

         21  Send it to your offices and send it to anyone you

         22  know, the groups and organizations, and ask them to

         23  sign on. We need a million people to sign this

         24  petition demanding Pataki and the leaders take

         25  action not to appeal the decision of Justice Leland
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          2  DeGrasse. Thank you.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Barron.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

          6  Madam Chair. I just want to bring attention to my

          7  colleagues on Resolution 828, calling for you to

          8  support the concept of the underground railroad

          9  curriculum. The Board of Education needs to have a

         10  more culturally relevant curriculum, and this

         11  curriculum will outline the great contribution that

         12  African Americans have made and African American

         13  history as well as African history. I think this

         14  would be a great lesson for all children of New York

         15  City, and we want to commend Stanley Cunard, an

         16  activist from Brownsville, and Sam Anderson and

         17  those black educators who are falling for the

         18  underground railroad curriculum, so we can have a

         19  true culturally relevant curriculum and highlight

         20  the historic contributions of African-Americans and

         21  Africa to the world.

         22                 Thank you very much.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Comrie.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you,
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          2  Madam Public Advocate.

          3                 I want to call members' attention to

          4  Intro. 564, that is being introduced by Council

          5  Member DeBlasio, Palma, myself and the Chair of the

          6  Governmental Operations Committee, hopefully Council

          7  Member Perkins, looking to amend the Administrative

          8  Code in regarding to the definition of campaign

          9  contributions under the Campaign Finance Law.

         10                 The Campaign Finance Board has

         11  created a new set of rules outside of the

         12  discussions with the City Council, and I believe

         13  that they create a serious defect.

         14                 This new rules change would limit the

         15  opportunity of an important sector of our City

         16  contributing to the candidate of their choice. By

         17  restricting contributions from individual

         18  organizations, it creates a presumption that all

         19  facets of an organization share the same philosophy.

         20  As we all know, this is not now the case.

         21                 This legislation would clearly define

         22  a campaign contribution, and clarify the role of

         23  independent organizations for which to make such

         24  contributions.

         25                 Without the passage of this
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          2  legislation, a great inequity will remain in

          3  existence.

          4                 I urge all of my colleagues to join

          5  Councilman DeBlasio, myself and Palma, in supporting

          6  this legislation. Clearly, this will stifle the

          7  voices of working people in politics, and they're

          8  already at a clear disadvantage under Campaign

          9  Finance.

         10                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         11                 Intro. 564.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         13  Member Martinez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         15  Madam Public Advocate.

         16                 Madam Public Advocate, I want to act

         17  in support of my colleagues on Intro. 570. Intro.

         18  570 calls on changes on the Administrative Code of

         19  the Charter which will require the Mayor's

         20  Management Report to report on the allocation of

         21  funds and the provision of services for each agency

         22  where applicable geographically, by census track,

         23  zip codes, community district, Council district, and

         24  borough.

         25                 This way we will have a greater
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          2  appreciation on the impact on the Mayor's Management

          3  Report and the allocations of funding through our

          4  community in an equitable and in a fair manner,

          5  rather than the Council be given and distribute a

          6  whole set of books where sometimes it takes months

          7  and weeks to understand the impact on the Mayor's

          8  Management Report, to our particular district and

          9  community boards.

         10                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         12  Member Perkins.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         14  very much.

         15                 First I want to invite my colleagues

         16  to a breakfast meeting I'm having tomorrow at 8:30

         17  with Dorothy Tillman, Councilwoman from Chicago, who

         18  authored the Slavery Disclosure Bill, that we are

         19  trying to also get passed in this City Council.

         20                 It's a bill that requires that

         21  companies that do business in Chicago and hopefully

         22  New York will disclose their history involving

         23  slavery.

         24                 I'd also like to call on my

         25  colleagues, so 8:30 in my office tomorrow at 250
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          2  Broadway, on the 18th floor, we'll have a breakfast

          3  meeting to meet her. She'll be one of the witnesses

          4  in the hearings that will take place later on at

          5  10:00.

          6                 I'd also like to bring to the

          7  attention of my colleagues Intro. 571. A local law

          8  to amend the Charter of the City of New York in

          9  relation to ensuring that eligible pre-trial

         10  detainees are allowed to register to vote and vote

         11  by absentee ballot.

         12                 Clearly, this is a very, very

         13  democratic with little D idea that allows all those

         14  who should be voting the opportunity to vote and I

         15  would urge your support.

         16                 I'd also like to bring to your

         17  attention Reso 836 calling upon Mayor Bloomberg to

         18  instruct the City Law Department to withdraw the

         19  appeal of Doris Lincoln's decision in the case of

         20  Hernandez versus Robles and instruct the clerk of

         21  the City of New York to comply with the sum and

         22  substance of that decision by issuing civil marriage

         23  licenses to any and every same sex couple that is

         24  otherwise qualified to receive such license.

         25                 And last but not least, I'd like to
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          2  call for your support on Reso 837, calling upon the

          3  appropriate Committee of the Council to hold a

          4  hearing on the impact of the Department of

          5  Education, superintendents' inspection sites. These

          6  are sites in which so-called "bad apples," and I

          7  don't want to, you know, characterize anybody or

          8  speak to other schools, and we're having big

          9  problems in my district, and I'm sure in others as

         10  well. I apologize.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: It's all

         13  right, Council member. I'd like to hear that.

         14                 Council Member Clarke.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

         16  Madam Public Advocate.

         17                 I'd like to bring my colleague's

         18  attention to resolution 829, which is a resolution

         19  honoring the life and achievements of actor/activist

         20  Ossie Davis. This past weekend Ossie Davis was

         21  funeralized here in the City of New York, and I want

         22  to also really congratulate New York 1 for airing

         23  Ossie Davis's funeral live for all New Yorkers to

         24  see. He was an extraordinary man, and extraordinary

         25  in his talents and extraordinary in his giving to

                                                            107

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  the City of New York and indeed this nation, an

          3  activist extraordinare, thespian extraordinare, and

          4  we all owe a debt of gratitude to Ossie Davis for

          5  all he's done for this City.

          6                 He stood here in these Chambers on

          7  numerous occasions, and I'd like to dedicate the

          8  remaining time that I have to a moment of silence in

          9  his memory.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         11  please. Moment of silence. All rise.

         12                 (Moment of Silence observed.)

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         14                 Council Member Brewer.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

         16  much.

         17                 One issue is that this week the

         18  Committee on Technology had a hearing on oversight

         19  of NYC TV, which, of course, is broadcasting today,

         20  and does a good job of making sure the public knows

         21  what's going on in City government.

         22                 But there's always room for

         23  improvement, and so I urge all of the viewers and

         24  all the Council members to let me know about

         25  suggestions in terms of banners, in terms of making
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          2  sure it is clear as to who is speaking, what bill is

          3  being discussed, trying to make sure that the public

          4  gets as much information as possible, and clearly as

          5  possible, and any other ideas.

          6                 Many speakers came with their ideas,

          7  and we want yours.

          8                 Number two, Intro. 563 is a bill that

          9  would legislate movie start time advertising to be

         10  clear and honest. When we go to the movie, we pay a

         11  lot of money, and we want to make sure that we are

         12  clear on the start time and not sit through a half

         13  an hour of advertising. Other cities are thinking

         14  about this and I urge your support.

         15                 Thank you very much.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         17  Council Member.

         18                 Council Member DeBlasio, finally.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

         20  Madam Public Advocate.

         21                 I want to second what Council Member

         22  Comrie said related to Intro 564. This is a matter

         23  of fairness and it deserves the attention of all

         24  Council members, and I want to strongly urge all my

         25  colleagues to join us in co-sponsoring this measure.
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          2                 You know, there is literally no

          3  legislative body in the country that has done more

          4  to advance Campaign Finance reform than the City

          5  Council of New York City, and we should be very

          6  proud to be part of that tradition.

          7                 But we all know that as good as the

          8  concepts are, they have to be fair in practice, and

          9  unfortunately, in the last week, the Campaign

         10  Finance Board took a fairly arbitrary action and

         11  passed a rule that essentially said that any

         12  affiliated local district council or international

         13  union unit would be counted all together as a single

         14  source for the purpose of campaign finance law

         15  governing donations.

         16                 In other words, you could have any

         17  number of units of the same international union, if

         18  they chose to give contributions to the same

         19  candidate, that would be disallowed. Only a single

         20  sub unit would be allowed to make such a donation.

         21                 And the only way that that would not

         22  happen would be if the candidate themselves, took

         23  upon themselves the burden of proving that there was

         24  a particular separation.

         25                 And we all know from working with
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          2  labor movement, which as Council Member Comrie very

          3  aptly said, is the force representing working people

          4  in this City?

          5                 We know that many international

          6  unions have a wide variety of locals and district

          7  councils. Many of them have very different opinions

          8  on issues and on candidacies, represent distinct

          9  viewpoints.

         10                 So, it is a profound misunderstanding

         11  on the part of the CFE to lump them all together.

         12  It's not fair. It's not in the spirit of the

         13  Campaign Finance Law, and we need you all to join

         14  with us in supporting Intro. 564 to make sure that

         15  we restore the fairness that we experienced until

         16  very recently in how we treat donations that working

         17  people make through their unions.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         20  Member James.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Let me thank

         22  Council Member Clarke for Reso 827 in commemoration

         23  of the life of Mr. Ossie Davis, the late Mr. Ossie

         24  Davis. He was a voice of social change, and he

         25  basically stirred the soul of countless number of
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          2  individuals in this country and beyond and who

          3  basically sparked the imagination of the number of

          4  artists throughout this district.

          5                 In addition, let me draw my

          6  colleagues' attention to Intro. 832, which calls

          7  upon the Bush Administration to abandon its efforts

          8  to dismantle the current social security system to

          9  jeopardize the safety net of this country.

         10                 And Public Advocate, I would like for

         11  you to acknowledge in this body, Mr. Richard

         12  Sussman, who is the father, not only my friend, but

         13  staff member in my office who is a former member of

         14  the City Council of Hartford Connecticut who had

         15  came to observe the deliberations today, and I would

         16  ask that you extend some warm and cordial greetings

         17  to Mr. Richard Sussman. Thank you.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Mr. Sussman,

         19  we acknowledge you and give you very many warm

         20  greetings, and hope you'll come back many times.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 Seeing nobody else, I'd like to

         23  adjourn the meeting in the memory, please rise, of

         24  Edward Dudley, former Manhattan Borough President

         25  and the first African-American to run for statewide
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          2  office on a major party ticket. Edward Dudley.

          3                 (Moment of Silence observed.)

          4                 (Hearing concluded at 3:30 p.m.)
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