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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: We are very pleased

          3  to have a very special New Yorker here with us,

          4  Robert Abrams, who has done an extraordinary job of

          5  representing New Yorkers, both in public office and

          6  without over many years, and we are thrilled to have

          7  the opportunity to present him with a proclamation

          8  and honor him here before a City Council Meeting. I

          9  want to give Helen Sears who thought of this

         10  outstanding idea herself, an opportunity to say a

         11  few words, and I'm going to ask the clerk to read

         12  the proclamation.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you, Mr.

         14  Speaker.

         15                 You know, over the years we've had so

         16  many, many people in public service, but Bobby

         17  Abrams is one of those exceptional people that after

         18  26 years in service his contributions to the City

         19  and the State are just immeasurable. And really and

         20  truly for those who have contributed so much to make

         21  the City and the State the way they are, they should

         22  always be remembered for their contributions because

         23  those contributions are history and Bobby Abrams has

         24  made history for the City of New York and for the

         25  State of New York.
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          2                 So, it is really an honor, an honor

          3  to see you and present the proclamation today.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: If the clerk could

          5  read the proclamation.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Council, City of

          7  New York, Proclamation.

          8                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          9  New York is pleased and proud to join family,

         10  friends and all New Yorkers in honoring Robert

         11  Abrams for his outstanding contributions to our

         12  City, State and Nation; and

         13                 Whereas: It is the tradition and

         14  great privilege of the New York City Council to

         15  recognize those individuals who have worked to

         16  enhance and strengthen the lives of others; and

         17                 Whereas: Today, we are immensely

         18  proud to honor Robert Abrams, an individual of

         19  outstanding character and achievement who

         20  exemplifies what is truly best in people: generosity

         21  and compassion; the development of one's intellect,

         22  spirit and talents to better serve others; and a

         23  commitment to the ideals, issues and concerns that

         24  most forcefully strengthen the community; and

         25                 Whereas: Robert Abrams served for 28
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          2  years in various elected positions, including 3

          3  terms in the New York State Assembly, 3 terms as

          4  Bronx Borough President, and 4 terms as the Attorney

          5  General of the State of New York; and

          6                 Whereas: Throughout his career, Mr.

          7  Abrams distinguished himself as a powerful advocate

          8  for the rights of others, a man of great

          9  intelligence, understanding and integrity whose

         10  commitment to our City and its residents has been

         11  nothing short of exemplary and highly inspirational.

         12  With this in mind, it is not at all surprising that

         13  Bob Abrams eventually became a recognized leader

         14  among attorney generals in the nation; and

         15                 Whereas: As Attorney General, Robert

         16  Abrams headed one of the largest law offices in the

         17  nation, supervising the work of 1,200 employees,

         18  including 474 attorneys in 14 different locations

         19  throughout New York State, and handling 20,000

         20  litigated cases which covered subject areas such as

         21  health and hospitals, personal injury, construction

         22  and contraction disputes, civil rights, antitrust,

         23  real estate and consumer issues; and

         24                 Whereas: For his outstanding service,

         25  Robert Abrams has received more than three-hundred
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          2  awards from our associations, universities,

          3  community, civic, professional and philanthropic

          4  organizations; and

          5                 Whereas: It is with great pride that

          6  we honor Robert Abrams for his exceptional service

          7  to our City, State and Nation. He is an important

          8  addition to our City and is worthy of the esteem of

          9  all New Yorkers; now, therefore

         10                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         11  City of New York most gratefully honors Robert

         12  Abrams for outstanding service to the City of New

         13  York.

         14                 Signed this 2nd day of February in

         15  the year Two Thousand and Five, Gifford Miller,

         16  Speaker for the Entire Council; Helen Sears, Council

         17  Member, 25th District, Queens.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Well, thank you, Mr.

         19  Clerk.

         20                 Bob, congratulations to you, and we

         21  know that your career and service to the City of New

         22  York is still ongoing. I'm personally aware of all

         23  of your outstanding work, and I see whenever good

         24  government causes are at hand, Bob Abrams is always

         25  there. So, we know there is much more of the
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          2  chapters to be written in public service, but we are

          3  appreciative of the opportunity to honor you for all

          4  of your service to the people of the City of New

          5  York and we'd be very pleased if you grace us with a

          6  few words.

          7                 MR. ABRAMS: Mr. Speaker, thank you

          8  very, very much. Councilwoman Sears for initiating

          9  this effort, Chairman of the Finance Committee of

         10  the City Council of the City of New York Weprin,

         11  City Clerk, former colleague of mine, Victor Robles,

         12  my wife and I are very proud to be here.

         13                 I was at NYU Law School last week

         14  where there's an annual lecture in my name, and I

         15  said that I have never met anybody who spent any

         16  time in public service who ever regretted it. They

         17  always said it was the highlight of their life and

         18  their career. They felt gratified and fulfilled.

         19  Whatever else they did in their careers, whatever

         20  amount of money they made, nothing compared to that

         21  period of time when they were in public service.

         22                 So, all of us who serve the public

         23  are truly blessed, fortunate. I spent 28 years in

         24  public life, and I loved every single day of it.

         25  And, so, we are very grateful. We're not used to
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          2  public events like this anymore and people taking

          3  photographs and coming to public occasions, so it's

          4  good to be back and to be in your company and to

          5  receive this recognition.

          6                 Thank you so much, Mr. Speaker.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. Thank you.

          8                 Councilman Weprin has a very special

          9  guest, and, David, we would be very appreciative if

         10  you'd introduce him.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Yes. We have a

         12  constituent of mine who is also my neighbor in

         13  Holliswood, who was the runner up number two in the

         14  entire country in the Seamen's Westinghouse

         15  Scholarship. She's a junior at Ramaz High School.

         16  The number one winner, by the way, was from North

         17  Carolina, so she is the closest to being the

         18  national winner, and along with that comes a $50,000

         19  scholarship, and we'd be pleased to have Taylor

         20  Bernheim come up. And if her family could come up

         21  also. Dr. Paul and Ester Bernheim, and David

         22  Bernheim. And by the way, you go to school in his

         23  district, Ramaz High School.

         24                 And we also have Dean Ira Miller, if

         25  you could come up, from Ramaz High School.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: If the clerk can read

          3  the proclamation.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: The Council, City of

          5  New York, Proclamation.

          6                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          7  New York is pleased and proud to congratulate Taylor

          8  Bernheim on being named a 2nd Place National Winner

          9  in the National Siemens Westinghouse Science

         10  Competition; and

         11                 Whereas: It is the tradition and

         12  custom of the New York City Council to honor those

         13  individuals who have enriched us with their

         14  contributions; and

         15                 Whereas: Today we are immensely proud

         16  to honor Taylor Ashley Bernheim, a young woman of

         17  exceptional intelligence and promise who, together

         18  with fellow student researcher Jessica Fields,

         19  placed second in the prestigious National Siemens

         20  Westinghouse Science Competition, winning accolades,

         21  admiration, and a fifty thousand dollar prize; and

         22                 Whereas: A junior in high school,

         23  Taylor's research involved development of human

         24  tissue - in particular studying the way cells

         25  regenerate - that may eventually be useful in organ

                                                            11

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  transplants; and

          3                 Whereas: Using mainly polystyrene and

          4  silicon, both Taylor and her research partner

          5  Jessica produced a low-cost and effective method of

          6  directing tissue assembly on the microscopic level.

          7  According to scientists who have judged their work,

          8  their research has potential implications for tissue

          9  engineering, medical implants and cancer diagnosis;

         10  and

         11                 Whereas: Taylor Bernheim is a true

         12  "Renaissance Woman," and excels in a number of

         13  academic and creative disciplines. Among her many

         14  strengths, she is fluent in both Spanish and Hebrew,

         15  and is a staff writer for a citywide supplement to

         16  the publication, "The Jewish Week"; and

         17                 Whereas: Today, we are truly

         18  delighted to honor and congratulate Taylor Bernheim

         19  for her devotion and dedication as a student, and

         20  for the remarkable research she has done that has

         21  the potential to improve the lives of countless

         22  individuals. She has enriched us with her

         23  contributions and it is with the deepest gratitude

         24  of this legislative body that we wish her the best

         25  in all her future endeavors; now, therefore
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          2                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          3  City of New York honors TAYLOR ASHLEY BERNHEIM for

          4  her outstanding contributions to the field of

          5  science.

          6                 Signed this 2nd day of February in

          7  the year Two Thousand and Five, Gifford Miller,

          8  Speaker for the Entire Council; David Weprin,

          9  Council Member 23rd District, Queens.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Taylor,

         11  congratulations. We, in New York, are all incredibly

         12  proud of you. You represent the best of our future,

         13  and we'd be very grateful if you'd say a few words.

         14                 MS. BERNHEIM: I'd like to thank my

         15  Councilman David Weprin and everybody. I'd like to

         16  thank my family and friends for all their help and

         17  support, along with my school, and my Dean. And I'd

         18  just like to encourage anyone who is thinking about

         19  going into science for competitions, it's a really

         20  good experience.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: That's great.

         22  Congratulations. Congratulations to you.

         23                 Council Member Charles Barron.

         24  Council Member Barron. I know we've got some special

         25  guests here that I'm going to let you introduce, and

                                                            13

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  we're very appreciative to you for giving us the

          3  opportunity to honor them here.

          4                 Council Member Barron.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you very

          6  much, Mr. Speaker.

          7                 We want to give the Brooklyn

          8  Renegades a big hand-clap. A scholarly football

          9  team.

         10                 This is the Renegades, that's right.

         11  And I want to particularly thank the President of

         12  the Brooklyn Renegades, Courtney Pollen. Give him a

         13  big hand-clap, raise your hands, and he'll say a few

         14  words to you. And these are champions, true

         15  champions. I have to give a special recognition to

         16  Council Member Erik Dilan, because he's standing

         17  with us, even though his team was beaten by the

         18  Renegades, but he's still standing with us. So, that

         19  shows you the real man he is. His commitment to

         20  excellence. And these are just not jocks, we're

         21  talking about academic achievement, we're talking

         22  about scholarship, they have worked hard on the

         23  academics because they see sports as important as

         24  academics and their personality and their

         25  development into strong, young men. So, we want to
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          2  give them a big hand-clap. And women, that's right.

          3  We don't want to forget the women. As a matter of

          4  fact, since I've messed up, you all stand up, get up

          5  front there a little bit. Take a little bow up

          6  front. Don't forget our sisters, c'mon. Thank you

          7  very much.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: All right, if the

          9  clerk could read the Proclamation.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: The Council, City of

         11  New York, Proclamation.

         12                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         13  New York is pleased and proud to honor Renegades

         14  Youth Sports, Inc. for its outstanding contributions

         15  to the youth of our City; and

         16                 Whereas: It is the tradition and

         17  custom of the New York City Council to honor those

         18  organizations that distinguished themselves have

         19  enriched us with their contributions, and today we

         20  are pleased to recognize Renegades Youth Sports,

         21  Inc. for exceptional service to the City of New

         22  York; and

         23                 Whereas: Renegade Youth Sports, Inc.

         24  is a non-profit community organization dedicated to

         25  developing the physical and intellectual
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          2  capabilities of children through sports activities;

          3  and

          4                 Whereas: The main focus of this

          5  important organization is to instill in young people

          6  aged 7-14 the values of good education, discipline,

          7  team work and responsibility; and

          8                 Whereas: The Renegade program

          9  stresses the importance of mental focus,

         10  determination, self-confidence and sportsmanship -

         11  all invaluable attributes on and off the playing

         12  field; and

         13                 Whereas: This profound commitment to

         14  the development of young minds and bodies is

         15  wonderfully realized in the success of the Brooklyn

         16  Renegades Football program, where the Pee Wee and

         17  Midget Divisions have both won City Championships;

         18  and

         19                 Whereas: Under the dynamic leadership

         20  of Courtney Pollins and Taji Randle, and with the

         21  aid of caring and understanding parents, the

         22  Renegades Youth Sports Program continues to inspire

         23  and empower young people through sports and

         24  character building. It has truly enriched us with

         25  its contributions and is worthy of the esteem of all
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          2  New Yorkers; now, therefore

          3                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          4  City of New York honors RENEGADES YOUTH SPORTS, INC.

          5  for its distinguished service to the City of New

          6  York.

          7                 Signed this 2nd day of February in

          8  the year Two Thousand and Five, Gifford Miller,

          9  Speaker for the Entire Council; Charles Barron,

         10  Council Member, 42nd District, Brooklyn.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. Gentlemen,

         12  we are proud of you. We are appreciative of what

         13  you're doing, and most of all, there's nothing more

         14  important than making sure that our young men and

         15  women in this City have positive things to do by

         16  learning the effectiveness of teen and how working

         17  together you can accomplish all your dreams.

         18                 And we have Mr. Courtney Pollins, who

         19  is the President of the Renegades. We'd like to have

         20  him say a few words, we would appreciate it, on

         21  behalf of all of the people of the City of New York,

         22  your work with the young people.

         23                 MR. POLLINS: Thank you. We appreciate

         24  the honor of everybody just acknowledging us as a

         25  football program. And as Councilman Barron said,
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          2  we're not just football players, but academically we

          3  work hard in the classroom. We are the number two

          4  team in the nation. We went to Florida, and we beat

          5  Chicago, and we beat LA, and unfortunately this year

          6  we lost to San Diego for the National Championship

          7  Game. I'd like to just show this trophy, as we

          8  worked hard for New Yorkers, not just for the

          9  Renegades but the American Youth Football League,

         10  which is the biggest league in the City of New York,

         11  currently with 59 teams. At the same time, just

         12  being able to win on a nationwide level, proves to

         13  people that New Yorkers can play football, not just

         14  basketball only.

         15                 And at this time I'd like to also

         16  present Councilman Barron for his hard work and his

         17  efforts for our program one of our Renegade hats and

         18  shirts. Make sure that you wear that. And also to

         19  the Speaker of the House, I didn't want to mix up

         20  the colors, make sure that both of them, when they

         21  wear it they didn't think they were twins here at

         22  the Chambers, but we really appreciate it.

         23                 And also we have our coach, Travis

         24  Poindexter. He has an introduction. We have Travis

         25  Poindexter giving a plaque currently to Councilman

                                                            18

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Barron for him to place in the office. This is for

          3  you also, Councilman.

          4                 We thank you for the opportunity, and

          5  I thank God for this opportunity, I thank God for my

          6  parents who help me be where I am at today. And most

          7  importantly, I thank God for the kids, the reason

          8  why we're here is for the children, and we hope that

          9  everybody that's in the Council will get behind the

         10  different organizations in the New York City area

         11  and help fund those programs to helping us get this

         12  young men and women off the streets, and let's do

         13  something positive in our community, and let's take

         14  New York by storm. And next year let's hopefully

         15  come up with a large goal, we'll be the number one

         16  team in the nation.

         17                 Thank you very much.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, gentlemen.

         19  Thank you, all for being here with us.

         20  Congratulations. Thank you.

         21                 Council Member Tracy Boyland, I know

         22  you have five honored guests who are here with us

         23  this afternoon, and we are so grateful for the

         24  opportunity to honor them particularly as we embark

         25  upon Black History Month.
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          2                 So, I want to ask you to introduce

          3  our special guests and then we'll have the clerk

          4  read the proclamation.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Wonderful.

          6                 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. In honor of

          7  Black History Month, I would like to take this

          8  opportunity to recognize five distinguished and

          9  successful women of color for their achievement and

         10  contributions to this community.

         11                 First we have Dr. Petioni. She is the

         12  founder and became the first Chairperson of the

         13  Medical Women of the National Medical Association.

         14  All right.

         15                 Ms. Donna Williams, lovely in red.

         16  Sutton. Excuse me. Is the Lead Associate for the

         17  Institutional Public Relations Audience Development

         18  and Merchandising for the Metropolitan Museum of

         19  Art. Welcome, Donna.

         20                 Joi Gordon. She is the Chief

         21  Executive Office of Dress For Success worldwide. Ms.

         22  Gordon truly recognizes the importance of

         23  presentation, especially as it pertains to obtaining

         24  employment opportunities. We need a lot of that.

         25                 She has a blessed number of New
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          2  Yorkers that she has worked with together.

          3                 And finally, Ms. Dunlap, currently

          4  the Vice President of Operation and Human Resources

          5  at Bad Boy Entertainment, worldwide, in recognition

          6  of her commitment to the education of youth.

          7                 And lastly, Ms. Dr. Shirley Ann

          8  Jackson, who couldn't be with us today, who the

          9  proclamation is made out, she is the first

         10  African-American woman to be named the 18th

         11  President of Rensselaer Institute.

         12                 And in honor of these successful

         13  honorees, in honor of the passing of one of our

         14  pioneers, the honorable Shirley Chisholm, on behalf

         15  of myself and my colleagues and the City Council,

         16  recognize the achievements and the role that they

         17  have played for our future leaders.

         18                 Thank you, and congratulations,

         19  ladies.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Okay, we are so

         21  grateful that you're here with us, for us to give an

         22  opportunity to honor you, and we'd like it if the

         23  clerk could read the proclamation.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: The Council, City of

         25  New York, Proclamation.

                                                            21

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          3  New York was pleased and proud to recognize Black

          4  History Month and join families, friends and

          5  distinguished community members in honoring Dr.

          6  Muriel Petioni; Donna Williams Sutton; Joi Gordon;

          7  Vashta Dunlap; and Dr. Shirley Ann Jackson, for

          8  their inspiring leadership.

          9                 Whereas: Dr. Petioni has been an

         10  unstoppable force in the Harlem community for

         11  decades. A woman of remarkable depth and dimension,

         12  she began as an intern at Harlem Hospital sixty-four

         13  years ago, after having graduated from Howard

         14  University Medical School as the only Black woman in

         15  the class of 1937: among her many personal and

         16  professional successes, Dr. Petioni created the

         17  Friends of Harlem Hospital in November 1988, and

         18  since that time has helped raise a staggering $2

         19  million for much needed programs and services; and

         20                 Whereas: Dr. Muriel Petioni has

         21  enriched us all with her presence, efforts and

         22  contributions and it is with the deepest gratitude

         23  of this legislative body that we honor her today.

         24                 Whereas: Ms. Sutton is currently the

         25  Audience Development Specialist at the Metropolitan
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          2  Museum of Art, where she develops and implements the

          3  Multicultural Audience Development Initiative, which

          4  reflects the Museum's founding mission to educate

          5  and inspire by reaching out to all of its

          6  constituents; and

          7                 Whereas: Donna Williams Sutton has

          8  enriched us all with her presence, efforts and

          9  contributions, and it is with the deepest gratitude

         10  of this legislative body that we honor her today.

         11                 Whereas: Ms. Gordon is Chief

         12  Executive Officer of Dress for Success Worldwide, a

         13  grassroots organization that since 1977 has provided

         14  interview suits, confidence boosts and career

         15  development services to more than 175,000 low-income

         16  women seeking employment; and

         17                 Whereas: Ms. Dunlap is currently the

         18  Vice President of Operations and Human Resources at

         19  Bad Boy Entertainment Worldwide, where her

         20  experience and expertise have helped this renowned

         21  company increase in strength and purpose; and

         22                 Whereas: Shirley Ann Jackson is one

         23  such individual and represents all that is best in

         24  people: Dr. Jackson is a renowned theoretical

         25  physicist who is currently the 18th President of
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          2  Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute. Since coming to

          3  Rensselaer, Dr. Jackson has led the development of

          4  the Rensselaer Plan (the Institute's strategic

          5  blueprint, while restructuring processes and

          6  procedures, and has secured a $360 million

          7  unrestricted gift commitment to the university; and

          8                 Whereas: Joi Gordon has enriched us

          9  all with her presence, efforts and contributions and

         10  it is with the greatest gratitude of this

         11  legislative body that we honor her today; now,

         12  therefore

         13                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         14  City of New York honors Dr. Muriel Petioni, Donna

         15  Williams Sutton, Joi Gordon, Vashta Dunlap, Dr.

         16  Shirley Ann Jackson, for their distinguished

         17  contributions and inspiring leadership.

         18                 Gifford Miller, Speaker for the

         19  Entire Council; Tracy Boyland, Council Member, 47th

         20  Council District, Brooklyn.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: We are so honored to

         22  have all of you here with us, and we thank you on

         23  behalf of all of the people of the City of New York

         24  for your efforts, and particularly on your efforts

         25  to empower African-American women across this City
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          2  and we'd be very grateful if each of you would say

          3  just a few words.

          4                 DR. PETIONI: I'm honored to be here

          5  today and to be in the company of my colleagues,

          6  because it shows we've come a long way. I started

          7  out when we had, minority people had very few

          8  opportunities for education and upward mobility, and

          9  it's just wonderful, I'm 91 now and it's wonderful

         10  to know, to have lived through those years where

         11  we've come a long way baby. And to come to this

         12  point where we women have achieved great heights.

         13  You can't get better than President of Rensselaer

         14  Institute. That's really quite an achievement. And

         15  one of the young ladies, I knew her mother when 17

         16  years old as my patient, and now she is with Dress

         17  for Success and have achieved great, great -- so,

         18  it's really, really quite a pleasure for me to be

         19  here and to be honored under these circumstances.

         20                 MS. DUNLAP: I hope you don't mind,

         21  I've written out a speech.

         22                 Greetings to Speaker Miller,

         23  Councilwoman Tracy Boyland, Natasia Griffith,

         24  President of New York Coalition of 100 Black Women

         25  found in Chapter, distinguished guests, brothers and
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          2  sisters.

          3                 First and foremost, I would like to

          4  thank God for the honor of sharing this moment with

          5  my fellow honorees. This being Black History Month,

          6  I accept this proclamation on behalf of all the

          7  courageous visionary black women who came before us,

          8  for all of the black women who have rallied for

          9  justice and to make women suffrage and human rights

         10  a reality, Harriet Tubman, Fannie Barrier Williams,

         11  Shirley Chisholm, our mothers, grandmothers, and

         12  countless others.

         13                 Women are the linchpin which not only

         14  built this world, but that keeps it together. It's

         15  because of our inherent gifts, nurturing,

         16  encouraging, loving, supporting qualities that keep

         17  this world going, even in the darkest times.

         18                 Our foremothers possess great

         19  strength, a spiritual force to be reckoned with, it

         20  is through their struggles that we have a voice

         21  today, and for that I am grateful.

         22                 I'd just like to share a quote with

         23  you.

         24                 "We can neither speak for her, nor

         25  vote for her, nor act for her, nor be responsible
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          2  for her, and the thing for men to do in this premise

          3  is just to get out of her way and give her the

          4  fullest opportunity to exercise all the powers

          5  inherent in her, give her fair play and hands off."

          6  And this was a quote from Federick Douglas,

          7  abolitionist and editor.

          8                 MS. GORDON: Again, thank you to the

          9  Speaker, to Councilwoman Boyland and to the

         10  Coalition of 100 Black Women. We are simply honored

         11  to be here in your presence during African History

         12  Month, and to be recognized as women of color, who

         13  are in our communities making strides, but we could

         14  not do it without all of your support.

         15                 I thank you from Dress for Success

         16  and for the thousands, literally 200,000 women whom

         17  we've served around the world, helping women land,

         18  not only land jobs, but feel value and worth in

         19  their daily lives. We're not only providing suits

         20  for low-income women, we're allowing woman to soar,

         21  and we're allowing them to be true role models, not

         22  only for themselves and their children, and

         23  ultimately to their communities, and so I thank you

         24  for recognizing all of us, inclusive of Dr. Petioni,

         25  my mother's doctor, which I'm positive I wouldn't be
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          2  here without her, and thanking all of you for

          3  recognizing our organizations and what we do,

          4  because, again, without you, none of what we do

          5  could be possible.

          6                 Thank you.

          7                 MS. WILLIAMS SUTTON: Thank you very

          8  much. That's great.

          9                 Speaker Miller and City Council

         10  Member Boyland, on behalf of myself and the

         11  Metropolitan Museum family, including our Director,

         12  our President and my boss, Harold Holtzer, Senior

         13  Vice President of External Affairs, I thank you. It

         14  is a very high honor.

         15                 The Metropolitan Museum's Audience

         16  Development Initiative tries to increase the

         17  awareness of our collection and our program to all

         18  of New Yorkers, and we make sure through these

         19  initiatives that we make a difference.

         20                 I would like to also thank the City

         21  Council because they are our champions. They have

         22  given us support all the way through and we could

         23  not have done half of our programs without you.

         24                 And of course, may I thank my family,

         25  and my husband, of course, who helped me very much
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          2  in making all the strides that I can possibly make,

          3  because it is important to have you as part of my

          4  group. Thank you very much.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you all so much

          6  for being here with us. Now we get the flowers.

          7                 Thank you all so much for being here

          8  and for allowing us to celebrate this month in such

          9  a special way.

         10                 (The following written Proclamations

         11  were read into the record.)

         12                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         13  New York is pleased and proud to recognize Black

         14  History Month, and joins family, friends and

         15  distinguished community members in honoring Dr.

         16  Muriel Petioni for her inspiring leadership; and

         17                 Whereas: February, being Black

         18  History Month, is a time to celebrate and proudly

         19  extol the cultural heritage of all people of African

         20  descent; it is also a time when we remember, with

         21  special gratitude the illustrious achievements and

         22  contributions that African-Americans have made to

         23  all aspects of our national life; and

         24                 Whereas: Dr. Muriel Petioni

         25  exemplifies all that is best in people: she is a
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          2  well-spring of generosity and compassion; she has

          3  made service to others a matter of personal

          4  priority; and she is deeply engaged in issues that

          5  have impacted to community most positively; and

          6                 Whereas: Dr. Petioni has been an

          7  unstoppable force in the Harlem community for

          8  decades. A woman of remarkable depth and dimension,

          9  she began as an intern at Harlem Hospital sixty-four

         10  years ago, after having graduated from Howard

         11  University Medical School as the only Black woman in

         12  the class of 1937: among her many personal and

         13  professional successes, Dr. Petioni created the

         14  Friends of Harlem Hospital in November 1988,, and

         15  since that time has helped raise a staggering $2

         16  million for much needed programs and services; and

         17                 Whereas: Although she closed the

         18  doors of her private practice in 1990, Dr. Petioni

         19  is still a powerful presence in the community and

         20  continues her fine work as a "health diplomat"; she

         21  serves on many boards of Harlem organizations and

         22  has been regularly honored and recognized by Harlem

         23  churches, Colleges, the NAACP and the New York Urban

         24  League, among others; and

         25                 Whereas: Dr. Muriel Petioni has
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          2  enriched us all with her presence, efforts and

          3  contributions and it is with the deepest gratitude

          4  of this legislative body that we honor her today;

          5  now, therefore

          6                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          7  City of New York honors DR. MURIEL PETIONI for her

          8  distinguished contributions and inspiring

          9  leadership.

         10                 Signed this 2nd day of February in

         11  the year Two Thousand and Five, Gifford Miller,

         12  Speaker for the Entire Council; Tracy Boyland,

         13  Council Member, 41st District Brooklyn.

         14                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         15  New York is pleased and proud to recognize Black

         16  History Month, and joins family, friends and

         17  distinguished community members in honoring Donna

         18  Williams Sutton for her inspiring leadership; and

         19                 Whereas: February, being Black

         20  History Month, is a time to celebrate and proudly

         21  extol the cultural heritage of all people of African

         22  descent; it is also a time when we remember, with

         23  special gratitude the illustrious achievements and

         24  contributions that African-Americans have made to

         25  all aspects of our national life; and
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          2                 Whereas: Donna Williams Sutton is one

          3  such individual and represents all that is best in

          4  people; generosity and compassion; the development

          5  of one's intellect, spirit and talents to better

          6  serve others, and a commitment to the ideals, issues

          7  and concerns that most forcefully strengthen the

          8  community; and

          9                 Whereas: Ms. Sutton is currently the

         10  Audience Development Specialist at the Metropolitan

         11  Museum of Art, where she develops and implements the

         12  Multicultural Audience Development Initiative, which

         13  reflects the Museum's founding mission to educate

         14  and inspire by reaching out to all of its

         15  constituents; and

         16                 Whereas: Through this important

         17  initiative, the Metropolitan has established a

         18  working collaboration among representatives of the

         19  African American, Asian American, Latino/Hispanic

         20  and Native American communities; and

         21                 Whereas: Ms. Sutton has lent her

         22  experience and professional expertise to arts

         23  organizations and museums; she has appeared on

         24  television and radio as commentator and spokesperson

         25  for the Met on the topic of diversity in the arts;
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          2  and

          3                 Whereas: Donna Williams Sutton has

          4  enriched us all with her presence, efforts and

          5  contributions and it is with the deepest gratitude

          6  of this legislative body that we honor her today;

          7  now, therefore

          8                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          9  City of New York honors DONNA WILLIAMS SUTTON for

         10  her distinguished contributions and inspiring

         11  leadership.

         12                 Signed this 2nd day of February in

         13  the year Two Thousand and Five, Gifford Miller,

         14  Speaker for the Entire Council; Tracy Boyland,

         15  Council Member, 41st District, Brooklyn.

         16                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         17  New York is pleased and proud to recognize Black

         18  History Month, and joins family, friends and

         19  distinguished community members in honoring, Joi

         20  Gordon for her inspiring leadership; and

         21                 Whereas: February, being Black

         22  History Month, is a time to celebrate and proudly

         23  extol the cultural heritage of all people of African

         24  descent; it is also a time when we remember with

         25  special gratitude the illustrious achievements and
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          2  contributions that African-Americans have made to

          3  all aspects of our national life; and

          4                 Whereas: Joi Gordon is one such

          5  individual and represents all that is best in

          6  people; generosity and compassion; the development

          7  of one's intellect, spirit and talents to better

          8  serve others, and a commitment to the ideals, issues

          9  and concerns that most forcefully strengthen the

         10  community; and

         11                 Whereas: Ms. Gordon is chief

         12  executive officer of Dress for Success Worldwide, a

         13  grassroots organization that since 1977 has provided

         14  interview suits, confidence boosts and career

         15  development services to more than 175,000 low-income

         16  women seeking employment; and

         17                 Whereas: In this role at the

         18  international headquarters of Dress for Success,

         19  which oversees 74 affiliates across the globe, Joi

         20  Gordon is responsible for the continued growth of

         21  the organization's presence and programming,

         22  marketing efforts and fundraising initiatives, and

         23                 Whereas: Joi Gordon is affiliated

         24  with a number of professional, educational,

         25  community and cultural organizations, and she has
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          2  volunteered her time and energies to ensure that

          3  each increases in strength and purposes; and

          4                 Whereas: Joi Gordon has enriched us

          5  all with her presence, efforts and contributions and

          6  it is with the deepest gratitude of this legislative

          7  body that we honor her today; now, therefore

          8                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          9  City of New York honors JOI GORDON for her

         10  distinguished contributions and inspiring

         11  leadership.

         12                 Signed this 2nd day of February in

         13  the year Two Thousand and Five, Gifford Miller,

         14  Speaker for the Entire Council; Tracy Boyland,

         15  Council Member, 41st District, Brooklyn.

         16                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         17  New York is pleased and proud to recognize Black

         18  History Month, and joins family, friends and

         19  distinguished community members in honoring Vashta

         20  Dunlap for her inspiring leadership; and

         21                 Whereas: February, being Black

         22  History Month, is a time to celebrate and proudly

         23  extol the cultural heritage of all people of African

         24  descent; it is also a time when we remember, with

         25  special gratitude the illustrious achievements and
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          2  contributions that African-Americans have made to

          3  all aspects of our national life; and

          4                 Whereas: Vashta Dunlap is one such

          5  individual and represents all that is best in

          6  people, generosity and compassion; the development

          7  of one's intellect, spirit and talents to better

          8  serve others; and a commitment to the ideals, issues

          9  and concerns that most forcefully strengthen the

         10  community; and

         11                 Whereas: Ms. Dunlap is currently the

         12  Vice President of Operations and Human Resources at

         13  Bad Boy Entertainment Worldwide, where her

         14  experience and expertise have helped this renowned

         15  company increase in strength and purpose; and

         16                 Whereas: Vashta Dunlap understands

         17  the importance of helping others and is dedicated to

         18  serving the needs of those in her family; workplace

         19  and community. Over the years she's involved herself

         20  in the work of a number of civic, educational,

         21  community and cultural organizations, including the

         22  Stay Strong Foundation, the Tavis Smiley Foundation,

         23  the New York City Mission Society; and the New York

         24  Urban Coalition; and

         25                 Whereas: Out of her love for the arts
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          2  and her passion for educating young people, Ms.

          3  Dunlap fundraised and co-produced the AUDELCO Awards

          4  for a number of years, bringing Broadway and

          5  Off-Broadway to the Harlem community; and

          6                 Whereas: Vashta Dunlap has enriched

          7  us all with her presence, efforts and contributions

          8  and it is with the deepest gratitude of this

          9  legislation body that we honor her today; now,

         10  therefore

         11                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         12  City of New York honors VASHTA DUNLAP for her

         13  distinguished contributions and inspiring

         14  leadership.

         15                 Signed this 2nd day of February in

         16  the year Two Thousand and Five, Gifford Miller,

         17  Speaker for the Entire Council; Tracy Boyland,

         18  Council Member, 41st District, Brooklyn.

         19                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         20  New York is pleased and proud to recognize Black

         21  History Month, and joins family, friends and

         22  distinguished community members in honoring Dr.

         23  Shirley Ann Jackson for her inspiring leadership;

         24  and

         25                 Whereas: February, being Black
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          2  History Month, is a time to celebrate and proudly

          3  extol the cultural heritage of all people of African

          4  descent; it is also a time when we remember, with

          5  special gratitude the illustrious achievements and

          6  contributions that African-Americans have made to

          7  all aspects of our national life; and

          8                 Whereas: Shirley Ann Jackson is one

          9  such individual and represents all that is best in

         10  people: Dr. Jackson is a renowned theoretical

         11  physicist who is currently the 18th President of

         12  Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute. Since coming to

         13  Rensselaer, Dr. Jackson has led the development of

         14  the Rensselaer Plan (the Institute's strategic

         15  blueprint, while restructuring processes and

         16  procedures, and has also secured a $360 million

         17  unrestricted gift commitment to the University; and

         18                 Whereas: Prior to becoming president

         19  of Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, Dr. Jackson's

         20  career encompassed senior position in government, in

         21  industry and research, as a theoretical physicist at

         22  the former AT&T Bell Laboratories, and in academe,

         23  as a professor of theoretical physics at Rutgers

         24  University; and

         25                 Whereas: In 1995, President William
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          2  Jefferson Clinton appointed Dr. Jackson to serve as

          3  Chairman of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

          4  (NRC), a position she held with distinction until

          5  1999. In this role she was the principal executive

          6  officer and the official spokesperson for the NRC,

          7  and she initiated a strategic reassessment and

          8  rebaselining of the agency, leading to a new

          9  planning, budgeting and performance management

         10  system that put the NRC on a more businesslike

         11  footing in its activities; and

         12                 Whereas: While at the NRC, Dr.

         13  Jackson also spearheaded the formation of the

         14  International Nuclear Regulators Association (INRA)

         15  and was elected the group's first chairman, helping

         16  to guide its developments as a high-level forum to

         17  examine issues, and to offer assistance to other

         18  nations on matters of nuclear safety; and

         19                 Whereas: Joi Gordon has enriched us

         20  all with her presence, efforts and contributions and

         21  it is with the deepest gratitude of this legislative

         22  body that we honor her today; now, therefore

         23                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         24  City of New York honors SHIRLEY ANN JACKSON for her

         25  distinguished contributions and inspiring
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          2  leadership.

          3                 Signed this 2nd day of February in

          4  the year Two Thousand and Five, Gifford Miller,

          5  Speaker for the Entire Council; Tracy Boyland,

          6  Council Member, 41st District, Brooklyn.

          7                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Let's call

          8  the Stated Council Meeting of February 2nd, 2005

          9  into order. Everybody, please takes their seats,

         10  turn off their cell phones, and then please rise.

         11                 Everybody, let's start off the Pledge

         12  of Allegiance.

         13                 (Pledge of Allegiance.)

         14                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         15  very much.

         16                 Please stay standing for the roll

         17  call.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         23                 (No response.)

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: A quorum is

         23  present.

         24                 All rise for the Invocation with

         25  Father James Hayes.
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          2                 FATHER HAYES: We gather here this day

          3  in this historic Chamber, as elected

          4  official-stewards of the City, members of our City

          5  Council, to work in collaboration, harmony and

          6  peace.

          7                 We gather as guardians and servants

          8  who are vested in a "public trust" for the good of

          9  all, those who work and live in the City.

         10                 Strengthen all of us with this inner

         11  wisdom.

         12                 We gather this day in this spirit of

         13  collaboration as we dialogue, discuss, meet and vote

         14  on issues that will enhance the quality of life for

         15  all, we ask that our exchange of views be tempered

         16  by a greater wisdom;

         17                 A wisdom that will enable us to see

         18  in a clearer manner, create a new path and new

         19  plans, discern new directions, and continue to

         20  revitalize our great City.

         21                 We gather here also in the spirit of

         22  gratitude, a gratitude for all the gifts, of person

         23  and talents, that have been bestowed upon each one

         24  here this day.

         25                 Let us use these gifts of time and
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          2  talent for the common cause. Let our gratitude also

          3  be tempered by a subtle spirit of compassion, so

          4  that we may reach out to all in need.

          5                 We gather also in the spirit of

          6  courage, as we meet, discuss and vote.

          7                 We ask for guidance in all of our

          8  deliberations, votings and committee meetings, that

          9  our collaborative benefits may be of benefit for all

         10  in this City.

         11                 As courage guides our collaborative

         12  decisions, continually let the sense of justice and

         13  peace act as our guides.

         14                 As we administer our office, let a

         15  spirit of right judgment speak to our heart.

         16                 May we encourage due respect for all

         17  life and diversity;

         18                 May we promote a sense of the value

         19  of community;

         20                 May our discussions, voting, meetings

         21  and deliberations become also the standard and the

         22  foundation of Rule and good government.

         23                 Guide us by light and by inner

         24  wisdom, and let the spirits of collaboration,

         25  gratitude and courage be with us and our staff this
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          2  day.

          3                 Let us all respond in one voice as

          4  public servants, stewards and guardians of this

          5  great City by saying amen.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          7  Member Reed.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: I move to spread

          9  the Invocation in full upon the record.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Adoption of

         11  Minutes.

         12                 Council Member Martinez. I don't

         13  think he's here.

         14                 Council Member Fidler, could you move

         15  to the Adoption of the Minutes?

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I move the

         17  adoption of the minutes.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         19                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 426, 427,

         21  428, 429, 430, 431, 432 and 433.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: All referred to the

         23  Committee on Finance.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 434.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Received, Ordered,
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          2  Printed and Filed.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

          4  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 435.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Rules, Privileges and

          7  Elections.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

          9  and Communications.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         12  Call-Ups.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 436.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: At this point I would

         15  ask the clerk to call the roll on the Land Use

         16  Call-Ups.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          4                 (No response.)

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I vote aye.

         17  And Madam Public Advocate, could I ask the

         18  permission of my colleagues to vote on all matters

         19  on the General Order and Resolution Calendar. I have

         20  a member of my family critically ill in the hospital

         21  and I need to leave to be with my family.

         22                 I vote aye on all.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         23                 (No response.)

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         15                 (No response.)

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         21                 (No response.)

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Clarke.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye. Aye on

         18  all.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Today's Land

         20  Use Call-Ups were adopted by a vote of 42 in the

         21  affirmative, zero in the negative.

         22                 Communication from the Speaker.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, if I

         24  could ask you all to rise with me for a moment.

         25                 Thankfully no New Yorkers have fallen
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          2  in battle since our last meeting; however, three New

          3  Yorkers fell in battle on behalf of New Yorkers here

          4  at home.

          5                 Firefighter Richard Sclofani,

          6  Lieutenant John Balu, Lieutenant Curtis Myron. Three

          7  men who gave their lives here at home for others,

          8  whose sacrifice will never be forgotten, whose

          9  bravery is beyond measure, and whose families we

         10  remember, whose friends we remember in our thoughts

         11  and our prayers on this day and evermore.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 My colleagues, we are doing a number

         14  of important pieces of legislation today. We will

         15  pass, I'm proud of the work the Council has

         16  accomplished. I want to particularly call to

         17  attention of my colleagues, the work on payday

         18  loans, which is part of an overall effort that this

         19  City Council has made in the last three years to

         20  protect consumers and make sure they're aware of

         21  their rights and they're not being gouged by loans

         22  and interest rates which are utterly unacceptable,

         23  and which in many places are illegal but there are

         24  loopholes that protect them.

         25                 In this case, payday loans allow
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          2  out-of-state companies to offer loans at rates which

          3  are completely illegal for New York State, companies

          4  to offer, which in some cases can be 100 percent,

          5  200 percent and even higher, and which prey

          6  particularly on those who are poor, low-income,

          7  middle class working New Yorkers who need this money

          8  most desperately and are having it taken from them

          9  by unscrupulous operators.

         10                 This legislation will help provider

         11  New Yorkers with greater consumer rights, and we

         12  also will pass a resolution today calling upon the

         13  federal government to close these loopholes so that

         14  we can ensure that this doesn't happen to any New

         15  Yorkers ever again.

         16                 We also are passing legislation to

         17  extend the tax benefits of Mitchell-Lama affordable

         18  housing. We have an affordable housing crisis in

         19  this City and we have much to do in order to create

         20  more affordable housing, but we should begin by

         21  preserving what we have. This is an enormous step in

         22  the right direction that this City can afford and

         23  can't afford not to take.

         24                 So, I thank my colleague for those

         25  legislation, among others, and I recommend that you
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          2  support the General Order Calendar today. And that

          3  concludes my communication.

          4                 I do want to mention that at the back

          5  of the agenda is the Preliminary Budget and

          6  management report oversight hearings. We have an

          7  enormous amount of work to do to ensure that we

          8  enact a budget that represents the priorities and

          9  values of New Yorkers. And I want to make sure that

         10  my colleagues and members of the public are aware of

         11  these hearings so that we can assure that all of the

         12  information is given to us before we make this

         13  decision later on this year.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         16  of General Orders.

         17                 Council Member Barron.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you very

         19  much, Madam Chair. I just wanted to congratulate the

         20  Chair of the Consumer Affairs Committee, Council

         21  Member Reed for his work on the payday loans bill,

         22  and I think it was an excellent bill to put in check

         23  the predatory practice of payday loans. It really

         24  impacts people of color and low-income people in a

         25  very, very negative way. So, I just wanted to
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          2  commend Chair Reed, and also commend all those who

          3  are very supportive of this bill, and I'm almost

          4  certain that it will be passed out today, and, once

          5  again, congratulations, Chairman Reed.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          7  Member McMahon.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you,

          9  Madam Public Advocate.

         10                 I want to call to my colleague's

         11  attention that in the General Orders Calendar we'll

         12  be voting for Land Use Number 398, Resolution 822,

         13  which is a vote and creation or extension of

         14  Hillside Preservation Laws into the special natural

         15  areas district, particularly in Staten Island and in

         16  the Riverdale section of the Bronx.

         17                 Our vote today is another step in the

         18  long march.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         20  please.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you,

         22  Madam Public Advocate.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Too much

         24  background noise. We can't hear.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Our vote
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          2  today is another step in the long March toward

          3  bringing order to our zoning laws, and meeting

          4  Staten Islanders' expectations that our hillsides

          5  and special natural treasures will not be subject to

          6  greedy overdevelopment.

          7                 My kudos go to the community

          8  activists from New Brighton to Richmond Town, who

          9  helped us jumpstart this process and sat through

         10  lengthy meetings to see it through, and bring the

         11  provisions of the North Shore Hillside Preservation

         12  District into the Special Natural Areas District in

         13  Emerson Hill and Lighthouse Hill. And I want to

         14  specifically thank Hal Kennedy and George Bremwell

         15  from my district and the leadership of Council

         16  Member Oddo and Lanza working on this as well. I'm

         17  sure they'll speak to it as well as Anita Dequilla

         18  and John Rooney from Council Member Oddo's district.

         19                 This is proof to my colleagues that

         20  if you persevere after about six or seven years, you

         21  can get something done, and this is the case here

         22  where we will be preserving. This is another piece

         23  in preserving the neighborhoods and character of

         24  Staten Island. Thank you.

         25                 And I urge a yes vote on that item.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member Avella.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Thank you,

          5  Madam Public Advocate.

          6                 I'd like to call my colleagues'

          7  attention to Intro. 403-B. Many of you were

          8  community activists like I was before I was elected,

          9  and I remember, with absolute horror and disgust

         10  watching a New York City landmark, the RKO Keets

         11  Theater in Flushing, be destroyed by willful and

         12  deliberate neglect, and the City at the time was

         13  powerless to do anything against the property owner.

         14  All they could do was slaps on the wrist.

         15                 The legislation before you today

         16  amends the New York City Landmarks Law and puts into

         17  place procedures for the City to protect our

         18  precious landmarks.

         19                 Issues were raised during the

         20  discussions of this bill that, about the fact that

         21  the bill did not have specific requirements in there

         22  about serious neglect.

         23                 We amended the bill based upon those

         24  concerns, and we are continuing to meet with those

         25  who have issues about the Landmarks Law itself, but
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          2  ladies and gentlemen, my colleagues, this is a piece

          3  of legislation that is supported by 45 groups

          4  throughout this entire City in every borough,

          5  because when a property owner deliberately neglects

          6  a property, a landmark property, to the extent that

          7  it is demolished, that landmark is gone forever,

          8  never to return. We have to stop this.

          9                 I appreciate the support, the

         10  steadfast support, of Speaker Miller on this bill,

         11  the Landmarks Conservancy, the Historic District

         12  Council, and the Administration and the Landmarks

         13  Preservation Commission for putting this bill

         14  together and I urge my colleagues to support it.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member Comrie.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you,

         18  Madam Public Advocate.

         19                 I want to first congratulate Susan

         20  Grossman, Paul Vallone and Marcia Brown on their

         21  appointments to their various committees and

         22  deciding to serve the City and opportunity on Health

         23  and Hospitals Corporation on the Tax Commission and

         24  the New York City Board of Corrections.

         25                 I also want to thank Speaker Miller
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          2  and Council Member Quinn for continuing the Real

          3  Property Exemptions, Reso 388-A that's going out

          4  today, and I want to speak on Intro. 403-B.

          5                 As we try to move forward in this

          6  City, Council Member Avella has a right. There are

          7  properties that are falling into severe disrepair,

          8  and had fallen outside the ability of the City to do

          9  anything effective to deal with them. This bill will

         10  deal with that, with any piece of legislation or

         11  problems that were created out of it.

         12                 I want to promise the religious

         13  community that during the extensive hearings that we

         14  had on the bill, we advised the Landmarks Commission

         15  that they should have due diligence and also some

         16  understanding of what they're doing and not try to

         17  take this bill and use it as a whip to try and be

         18  unfair or over-fine people without having some

         19  compassion and understanding. And we will continue

         20  to address this area of not-for-profits, to ensure

         21  that they have a real opportunity to protect their

         22  property and maintain what it is, the services that

         23  they're providing for the City.

         24                 Finally, I'd like to thank Speaker

         25  Gifford Miller, Chairman Phil Reed, Council Members
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          2  Helen Sears and Michael Nelson for the Payday Loan

          3  Package that's being passed today.

          4                 This package clearly will start to

          5  put out the awareness that people are being ripped

          6  off. There are legal loan sharks that are being

          7  allowed to exist by the federal government, enticing

          8  people with slick ads and commercials being

          9  promulgated by the City and MTA to allow people to

         10  take out loans that would cost them as much as 300

         11  percent.

         12                 And I'll continue talking in a

         13  minute. Thank you.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: You know, I

         15  couldn't hear the buzzer as you all were making so

         16  much noise, so Council Member Comrie got to speak a

         17  little bit longer. I don't want to be accused of

         18  playing favorites.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I didn't hear

         20  the buzzer either, so I will stop due to the fact

         21  that you said the buzzer went off, but I never saw

         22  the time.

         23                 But clearly, this payday loan package

         24  is something that hopefully this Council will

         25  stimulate other governments to do to protect the
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          2  right of indigent people who are trying to get an

          3  extra $30 to get through the month.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          5  Council Member.

          6                 Please, you all, can you keep the

          7  stint down? It really is quite difficult to hear.

          8                 Council Member Gentile.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Thank you,

         10  Madam Public Advocate. I, too, want to add my

         11  support to Intro. 403-B, and congratulate Councilman

         12  Tony Avella, and the Speaker for their leadership in

         13  this area.

         14                 Very often we only have one shot to

         15  save landmarked buildings in our City. This bill

         16  will give us some authority to do that.

         17                 And I want to thank Councilman Avella

         18  for his hard work in sitting down with many of the

         19  religious groups across the City and some of the

         20  non-profits to work out some language that they were

         21  concerned about, and his door I'm told is still open

         22  to those groups for further discussions on areas of

         23  this type. And that goes for me also in those groups

         24  in my district that might be concerned.

         25                 This is a good bill. It's a better
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          2  bill by the work that Tony Avella has done on it,

          3  and I urge everyone's support.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          5  Member Yassky.

          6                 Council Member Yassky.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you. I

          8  rise in support of the demolition by neglect bill,

          9  which I will vote for because it is I believe

         10  important that we protect our historical resources

         11  in our built environment.

         12                 But I do think that there is a

         13  genuine issue with respect to religious institutions

         14  that do not have the resources to maintain their

         15  properties in the order that they'd like. And there

         16  is a difference, I think, between religious

         17  institutions and owners of commercial and

         18  residential property, where if with commercial

         19  residential property, if they have to sell it, and

         20  it goes into somebody else's hands, they will

         21  maintain it better, but a church forced to sell of

         22  its property, the purchaser is not going to use it

         23  as a church, it's just going to become a condominium

         24  or tore down all together.

         25                 So, I think that would be worth, and
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          2  I hope that the sponsors of this bill will explore

          3  and continue to work toward treatment that

          4  appropriately recognizes the special position of

          5  religious institutions, because I do think that they

          6  have a unique position here and the landmarks law

          7  should treat them differently.

          8                 Thank you.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  Member Nelson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you.

         12                 I salute Council Member Reed, through

         13  his Committee it was sheparded, Speaker Miller, his

         14  tutelage and Council Member Comrie. This will save a

         15  lot of people a lot of time and aggravation and cost

         16  money, thousands a percentage, which is amazing,

         17  it's certainly serious. And growing up, I know there

         18  was a guy named "Heavy Louie" who used to do these

         19  type of loans, remember him? He was put away. Not

         20  for that, I think for income tax evasion. And this

         21  is legalized larceny by the government. And as a

         22  matter of fact, it's even a heavier interest rate

         23  than Heavy Louie charged.

         24                 So, I'm very happy with these resos

         25  and intros, that this Council has taken it extremely
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          2  seriously to protect those, the most vulnerable of

          3  our population, and its done something about it.

          4  Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          6  Member Gennaro.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

          8  Madam Public Advocate.

          9                 I, too, wish to voice my support for

         10  Intro. 403-B. I, like many of us here in the

         11  Council, were approached by a lot of religious

         12  organizations, and, so, of course I did my due

         13  diligence on the bill, and I spoke to the religious

         14  organizations, spoke to Chairman Tony Avella, and

         15  I'm happy to say that there are ongoing discussions

         16  between Chairman Avella and the religious

         17  organizations to speak to the legitimate concerns

         18  they have regarding other aspects of the landmarked

         19  preservation laws that can and should, if possible,

         20  be addressed.

         21                 I remember when I had an issue some

         22  months back with regard to a zoning proposal that

         23  would impact parking around houses of worship, I

         24  went to Tony Avella and he indicated his sensitivity

         25  to that issue, and worked to get us a great remedy
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          2  to that problem.

          3                 I know him to be not only a great

          4  chairman but a man of his word, and I know he will

          5  work diligently to address whatever issues people

          6  may have with the Landmarks Preservation law with

          7  respect to houses of worship.

          8                 And with that, I would urge my

          9  colleagues to support Intro. 403-B.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         11  Member Stewart.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Oh, I just

         13  wanted to rise in support of Jeannette Gadson, who

         14  is the former Deputy Borough President in Brooklyn,

         15  and she has been nominated for Commissioner of

         16  Elections in Brooklyn, and I just wanted to rise in

         17  support of that.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         20  Member James.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: I, too, wanted

         22  to congratulate Jeannette Gadson on her appointment

         23  to the New York City Board of --

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Excuse me,

         25  Council member, it's not up for a vote. I should
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          2  have called Council Member Stewart on it. So, it's

          3  not the appropriate time.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Now that you've

          5  clarified that, I'm going to move on to Intro.

          6  127-A. Or 403-B. With regards to the failure to

          7  maintain landmarks.

          8                 I, too, want to express my concern

          9  with regard to religious organizations. A

         10  significant number of them have contacted me with

         11  respect to some concerns in this legislation. And I

         12  was made a promise by the Speaker's Office that

         13  there will be some companion legislation to be

         14  negotiated at a future point in time to address a

         15  lot of their concerns, and I'm going to ensure that

         16  we honor that commitment to the religious

         17  organizations to address their concerns.

         18                 Let me also talk about 177 Payday

         19  loans. Let me congratulate the sponsors of this

         20  bill, and look forward to working with them to

         21  address the also, the abuse of tax, the tax industry

         22  with regards to the rapid refund, tax refunds,

         23  which, too, have high interest loans and are

         24  predatory lenders and I look forward to negotiating

         25  with the lenders and with --
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

          3  please.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: -- Sponsors to

          5  address that as well. Thank you very much.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          7  Member Brewer.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I think I can

          9  talk about M 422, the report of Rules, Privileges

         10  and Elections, and I wanted to mention to

         11  congratulate the Committee for supporting Susan

         12  Grossman. I do not know her, she's a resident of my

         13  district, but as I said at Steering today, what is

         14  the best recommendation on people on your elevator

         15  bank, and everybody on her elevator bank thinks the

         16  world of her.

         17                 I can't think of a better

         18  recommendation. I think she's qualified, but she's

         19  also a wonderful human being.

         20                 In addition, I also want to

         21  congratulate those who have spent some time working

         22  with religious institutions, and with those who

         23  support preservation. I support the work that has

         24  been done by the Committee, and I am in a district

         25  in which many religious institutions of older
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          2  buildings, small congregations, and great need for

          3  capital improvement, the communities working

          4  together to try to address them. But I will tell

          5  you, there is very little money available from the

          6  public to be able to address these issues.

          7                 I know that I have received calls and

          8  e-mails, but I look forward to thinking of ways that

          9  these buildings can be preserved and at the same

         10  time retain the congregations.

         11                 Thank you very much.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         13  Member Quinn.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: I want to add

         15  my voice to those in support of the demolition

         16  through neglect bill.

         17                 This bill is a very, very important

         18  piece of legislation to preserve the historic

         19  treasures of our City.

         20                 I have seen in my own district, which

         21  is lucky enough to have a number of historic

         22  districts, individual buildings in those districts

         23  and throughout other parts of my district, fall into

         24  such deliberate disrepair that they are lost forever

         25  from this City and lost for future generations to
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          2  appreciate them.

          3                 I also want to applaud the author of

          4  the bill, Council Member Avella, the Chair of the

          5  Subcommittee, Council Member Felder, the Chair of

          6  the Committee, Council Member Katz and the Speaker's

          7  Office and the State for working with religious

          8  groups to try to address their concerns. If there's

          9  more efforts we can do that through subsequent

         10  legislation all the better, because the point of

         11  this bill is to make sure that people who willingly,

         12  willfully let their buildings go into a state of

         13  disrepair so they can really fall down, that that is

         14  not allowed to happen. Those are the folks we are

         15  trying to take action against, no one else, and no

         16  other institutions. I think the bill has been

         17  changed to try to help and support religious

         18  organizations, and if there are other ideas and more

         19  that we can do as we move forward, I'm sure we will

         20  do that.

         21                 I know that is something the sponsor

         22  and all of the affected chairs want to do, and that

         23  way we will create the best balance for the needs of

         24  religious organizations and the needs of these

         25  wonderful buildings, and saving them while we do not
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          2  let landlords who are acting in an irresponsible way

          3  continue with that behavior.

          4                 I want to, again, applaud everyone

          5  who is involved and look forward to this bill become

          6  a law in the City of New York.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  Member Oddo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you.

         10                 I just would like to follow up on

         11  some of the comments made by Council Member McMahon

         12  regarding the special natural area district.

         13                 Basically today we're taking another

         14  step to inject some sanity into the rules governing

         15  the -- in this instance in Staten Island and a

         16  portion of the Bronx.

         17                 I think Council Member McMahon, Lanza

         18  and I understand that we will never get back to

         19  Staten Island of 1962, but we can save what's left

         20  or what's good about our community, and perhaps

         21  there's no more egregious example of how permanent

         22  and irreversible unchecked development is than

         23  looking at a hillside or a special natural area

         24  that's torn and taken away from us permanently.

         25  Hopefully with these regulations we tighten the
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          2  rules such that we'll protect those wonderful

          3  natural gifts from God. And I would just like to

          4  thank some of the folks that Mike mentioned and also

          5  Rob Colanga from my staff, who worked diligently in

          6  crafting the language. So, kudos to all of those

          7  folks.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member Perkins.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         11  very much.

         12                 I want to add my voice to those in

         13  support of Intro. 403. You know, there was a period

         14  in which there was public policy called --

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         16  please.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: -- Called

         18  benign neglect. It was a policy that effectively

         19  pulled out resources from our communities and

         20  resulted in the ghettoization and deteriorization of

         21  our neighborhoods.

         22                 Such a practice to some extent is

         23  happening with many of our treasures, our

         24  architectural treasures, our historic treasures, our

         25  landmarks, and it is something that we want to make
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          2  sure to stop. This bill is significant in that

          3  regard.

          4                 In my district, I have received

          5  enormous numbers of calls from religious

          6  institutions who were misled into thinking it was

          7  something else. They were misled into thinking that

          8  it was imposing on them a level of maintenance, a

          9  level of care that in fact quite the opposite has

         10  nothing to do with them. It has to do with those who

         11  are purposely conspiring to allow their precious

         12  properties to be neglected and effectively

         13  demolished.

         14                 A way of circumventing the landmark

         15  legislation this City has that acknowledges the

         16  preciousness of certain historic pieces of property

         17  and therefore wants to take measures to make sure

         18  they're protected.

         19                 As a member of the landmarks

         20  Committee, as one who represents a historic

         21  district, anything that we can do to prevent the

         22  demolition by neglect or the public policy of benign

         23  neglect, I will stand strong for, and I want all the

         24  religious institutions in my neighborhood who I have

         25  called to explain this bill to understand that we
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          2  will not allow their properties to be adversely

          3  affected by some legislation such as this. And when

          4  such adverse effects do take place, clearly we in

          5  this Council will take the necessary measures.

          6                 The religious institutions I believe

          7  are for some reason being misled into thinking it

          8  applies to them. That is not the case.

          9                 Congratulations to the sponsors and I

         10  want to add my voice as a supporter.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         12  Member Reed.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Yes, I just seek

         14  permission to vote aye on all coupled general

         15  orders.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         19  nobody else, Report of Special Committees.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

         22  Standing Committees.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         24  Committee on Consumer Affairs.

         25                 Intro. 176-A.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

          3  on the General Order Calendar.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 177-A.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

          6  on the General Order Calendar.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports on the

          8  Committee on Finance.

          9                 Intro. 282.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         11  General Order Calendar.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 767-A.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         14  on the General Order Calendar.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         16  LU 397 and companion Reso 805.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports on the

         19  Committee on Housing and Buildings.

         20                 Reso 388-A.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         23  Committee on Land Use.

         24                 LU 289 and companion Reso 806.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 290 and

          3  companion Reso 807.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 291 and

          6  companion Reso 808.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 292 and

          9  companion Reso 809.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 293 and

         12  companion Reso 810.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 294 and

         15  companion Reso 811.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 348 and

         18  companion Reso 812.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 363 and

         21  companion Reso 813.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 365 and

         24  companion Reso 814.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 366 and

          3  companion Reso 815.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 367 and

          6  companion Reso 816.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 368 and

          9  companion Reso 817.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 376 and

         12  companion Reso 818.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 384 and

         15  companion Reso 819.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 394 and

         18  companion Reso 820.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 395 and

         21  companion Reso 821.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         24  LU 398 and companion Reso 822.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          3  Committee on Rules and Privileges and Elections.

          4                 M 422 and companion Reso 823.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

          7  437 and companion Reso 824.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

         10  438 and companion Reso 825, and companion Reso 826.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         13  Order Calendar.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 127-A.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 403-B.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolutions

         19  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         21                 At this point I would ask the clerk

         22  to call the roll on all items coupled on the General

         23  Order Calendar.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Madam Public

          4  Advocate, may I have two minutes?

          5                 Time ran out when I was speaking on

          6  403, and I would like to thank the Chair of the Land

          7  Use Committee, Melinda Katz, the Chair of the

          8  Subcommittee, Simcha Felder, and a special thank you

          9  to the Land Use Staff in the bill for all the work

         10  that they did.

         11                 I vote aye on all items.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Can I explain

         16  my vote? I just wanted to explain my vote once again

         17  by saying I wanted to commend also Council Member

         18  Comrie for all the work he's done on the Payday

         19  loan. Bill is making sure the right people come to

         20  the hearings and really explain stuff, and also

         21  Council Member Sears and Council Member Nelson.

         22                 Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Permission to

          7  explain my vote? I will take that as a yes.

          8                 Again, I want to thank Council Member

          9  Reed for all of the hearings that were done on the

         10  payday loan bills to protect people from being

         11  charged higher fees than loan sharks used to charge.

         12  And I want to commend again Council Member Avella

         13  and Council Member Katz of the Land Use staff on

         14  everything that they're doing for Intro. 403.

         15                 I also want to share with the people

         16  in my district that have been sending me letters

         17  from the religious community, that we will ensure

         18  that their issues will never come to fore.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         20  please.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: The bill was

         22  never created to put any religious institution under

         23  a negative light, and this Council will continue to

         24  work with those communities to ensure that that is

         25  not a problem in practicality once this bill comes
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          2  to pass.

          3                 I vote aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: I vote aye on

          8  all, except on Intro. 403-B, which I abstain.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye. And can I

         11  vote aye on the Land Use Call-Ups?

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: May I be

         24  excused to explain my vote?

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you,

          3  Madam Public Advocate.

          4                 Just on behalf of a district with

          5  more than its share of historic districts and

          6  landmarks, I want to thank Council Member Avella and

          7  all who worked on this important bill to preserve

          8  our unique character, our community's unique

          9  characteristics in our heritage. I proudly vote aye

         10  on all, with the recognition and understanding that

         11  we'll continue to work out any hardship, legitimate

         12  hardship provisions to accommodate the religious

         13  institutions.

         14                 Thank you very much.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: I request

         11  leave to explain my vote, Madam Public Advocate?

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: First,

         14  regarding the special natural areas district, I want

         15  to echo Council Member Oddo's kudos to his assistant

         16  Rob Colandra, who did sit through all those meetings

         17  and made sure the language had the purpose that it

         18  wanted to.

         19                 I just want to take a moment and

         20  explain my vote on the Landmarks bill, or the

         21  Demolition by Neglect Bill, and just tell my

         22  colleagues a quick and I promise brief story.

         23                 In my district there stood in the

         24  town of New Brighton a building that was built in

         25  the 1840s known as New Brighton Village Hall. It
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          2  served as a Town Hall Center for the Village of New

          3  Brighton, before of the incorporation of any of the

          4  villages in Staten Island, and certainly before

          5  Staten Island took that faithful vote to join the

          6  greater City of New York, and through the years it

          7  served as a hospital, it served as the selective

          8  service board in World War I, it served as the first

          9  HIP center for health care on Staten Island, clearly

         10  a building that had an incredible history and an

         11  incredible history to tell. It was also incredibly

         12  architecturally significant and was one of the first

         13  buildings to be made a landmark when the Landmarks

         14  Law was passed in the early 1960s, it was in the

         15  first slate of buildings that were designated.

         16                 Unfortunately, the land was sold in

         17  the early 1980s to a developer, who did exactly what

         18  this bill seeks to prevent, demolition by neglect.

         19  And 20 years later, despite warnings and admonitions

         20  from the City, the building had to be torn down by

         21  HPD because of the public threat that it presented

         22  to the community.

         23                 So, now that building is gone,

         24  there's only an empty lot with it, it's a beautiful

         25  architecture that it enjoyed, and also the history
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          2  that that building had to tell of the life and

          3  growth of the community of New Brighton and all of

          4  Staten Island.

          5                 So, there is a reason for this bill.

          6  I join my colleagues in working with Council Member

          7  Avella to ease any burden that it may affect

          8  non-for-profits in the churches, and I proudly vote

          9  aye on all.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Madam

         13  Chair, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: I also

         16  want to echo some of the concerns regarding Intro.

         17  403-A, and though I am voting in the affirmative for

         18  the bill, I want to express some of the concerns

         19  again by the religious institutions throughout our

         20  City, in particular their concerns about the

         21  financial hardship that the fines that could be

         22  imposed, and a process that -- thank you. Peter

         23  Vallone is giving me some cheat notes here. Thank

         24  you, Pete.

         25                 We should examine going toward the

                                                            86

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  future what we can do to alleviate the concerns, in

          3  particular, of the religious institutions and I look

          4  forward working with the Chairman of a Subcommittee

          5  Tony Avella and Chair of our Land Use Committee

          6  Melinda Katz to assure that, and I vote in the

          7  affirmative on all matters.

          8                 Thank you, Council Member Vallone.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: I vote aye

         11  on all and ask to have permission to vote on all of

         12  the Land Use. Yes, I vote aye on all. Thank you.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I'm sorry,

         14  so ordered.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Permission to

         21  first vote on all Land Use and Call-Ups and then, of

         22  course, to explain my vote.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I vote aye on

         25  all Land Use Call-Ups.
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          2                 And I just want to again reiterate my

          3  support for 403-B. I think it's a very significant

          4  piece of legislation. In effect, it separates those

          5  who keep the faith, from those who operate in bad

          6  faith. Our religious leaders I believe will be

          7  keeping the faith when it comes to their properties.

          8  And we know that there are others who, in terms of

          9  demolition by neglect, are operating in bad faith.

         10                 And this is to make sure that we

         11  catch those who are using bad faith when it comes to

         12  preserving the treasures that are in our

         13  communities.

         14                 So, once again, I vote aye on 403-B,

         15  urging my colleagues to do the same, with the

         16  assurance that if there are any unintended adverse

         17  consequences, that those who keep the faith will be

         18  taken care of by the Council, and of course, I vote

         19  aye on all other items.

         20                 Thank you.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: If I could be

         25  excused to vote on the Land Use Call-Ups.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Sure.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: And also I want

          4  to congratulate again Council Member Avella and

          5  everyone involved in the Demolition through Neglect

          6  Bill, and also congratulate the great work of

          7  Council Member Comrie, Nelson and Sears, and the

          8  others on the Payday Loan Bill, which is a very,

          9  very important piece of legislation and I vote aye

         10  on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: I'd like to

         13  congratulate Jeannette Gadson and vote aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: I vote aye on

         16  all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Madam Chair,

         19  permission to vote on Land Use, and previous

         20  Call-Ups. I vote aye on them. I also congratulate

         21  Council Members Comrie, Nelson and Sears on the

         22  Payday package, and I also vote aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Permission to

          3  explain my vote?

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you.

          6                 I really want to thank Speaker Miller

          7  and Council Member Comrie, Nelson and Reed. And also

          8  that we must not forget Tom Ferguggia, Ted Baecher,

          9  and all the other central staff who helped my staff

         10  of Bob Infato and the staff of Councilman Leroy --

         11  Nelson. And I thank everyone for supporting this.

         12  This is a step in rectifying a wrong on how loans

         13  are made on people's paychecks. They are horrendous,

         14  and this I think everyone should feel very pleased,

         15  and I congratulate everybody because this is

         16  something that is needed and well done. So I thank

         17  you all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: May I be

         20  excused to explain my vote?

         21                 I'll take that as a yes.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         23  Sorry.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: I would like

         25  to say that this is a good day for immigrants in
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          2  terms of the Payday loans, and now we have something

          3  that we can hold up and that's a protection for the

          4  Payday loans.

          5                 I vote aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Madam Chair,

          8  may I explain my vote?

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: I need to

         11  recuse myself from M 438 and companion Resos 825 and

         12  826, because apparently I know that person, and I'd

         13  like to explain my vote on the Demolition Bill.

         14                 I have been personally assured by the

         15  sponsor of that bill and the Chair of the Landmark

         16  Conservancy that the intent is to go after people

         17  who deliberately let landmarks deteriorate, and not

         18  to go after religious institutions. Let me say that

         19  if they do go after religious institutions I will

         20  personally introduce legislation amending this

         21  legislation.

         22                 It's also important to note that I

         23  have received not one piece of communication,

         24  neither written nor verbal, from anyone opposed to

         25  this bill prior to today.
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          2                 If anyone wants to influence me, or

          3  provide me with information, or any other Council

          4  member, they need to do it prior to the day of the

          5  vote, otherwise it is next to useless.

          6                 So, with those reservations, I vote

          7  aye on all, and I recuse myself from the ones that I

          8  mentioned earlier.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Explain my vote?

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: I would like to

         13  commend the sponsors of both the Payday loan bill

         14  and of course the demolition through neglect as

         15  well.

         16                 To the latter, I think the purpose is

         17  admirable, and I think the objective is real. I

         18  think there may be a few out there, these religious

         19  institutions, that feel that they are being

         20  victimized and perhaps even vulnerable.

         21                 To them I would say that we are

         22  concerned also about this to the extent that we have

         23  committed that we will take another look at this

         24  issue and be prepared to introduce additional

         25  legislation, if we find that somehow we are left
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          2  vulnerable as a religious institution.

          3                 I do not believe that is the case.

          4                 Based on that commitment that we have

          5  made, I vote aye on demolition through neglect and

          6  all the other pieces of legislation before us.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: May I request

         11  permission to vote on Land Use Call-Ups and to

         12  explain my vote?

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: I vote aye on

         15  all Land Use Call-Ups, and on all the coupled

         16  general order items.

         17                 I just would say to my colleagues on

         18  the Demolition by Neglect Bill, we think about our

         19  process here, this would be an ideal place to have a

         20  separate vote on the question of exclusion for

         21  religious institutions, on a bill like this or this

         22  bill. Why shouldn't we? Let's vote on whether to add

         23  to the bill an exemption for religious institutions,

         24  some of us would vote for that, some not, and then

         25  whether that wins or loses, then vote on the
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          2  remaining bill, on the bill as amended or as not, up

          3  or down. If I had thought of that earlier, I would

          4  have pursued that today.

          5                 But I just, I hope that we will think

          6  about that, because I do think that would be an

          7  improvement to our process here.

          8                 I vote again aye on all. Thank you.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Public

         11  Advocate and colleagues, may I be excused to vote

         12  aye on all Land Use Call-Ups?

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: May I be

         17  temporarily excused to explain my vote? Or something

         18  that resembles that.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I really have no

         21  additional thoughts on any of the items of the

         22  General Order Calendar right now, but I have to note

         23  that this is the first time we as a body get a

         24  chance to vote on different issues, subsequent to

         25  the release of that legendary New York League of
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          2  Conservation Voters Score Card. So, I really should

          3  take a pause to figure out if any of my votes today

          4  would negatively impact on that Score Card.

          5                 And I know some of you might say

          6  cynically, well, there's nothing you could do to

          7  reduce your score anymore, you got a seven, but some

          8  of my colleagues actually had a zero.

          9                 But then again, if you look at it

         10  closer, there's nothing I could do in voting on the

         11  General Order today or any other day, that would

         12  impact that score, because that score is not based

         13  on any votes on the General Order Calendar, it was

         14  about sponsorship of bills that never reached this

         15  point in the process.

         16                 And Council Member Yassky just said

         17  let's have a discussion about the process, and I

         18  would say to my colleagues, I hope that you find it

         19  as unnerving as I do, that this particular group,

         20  sent us for all intents and purposes a final notice,

         21  sort of like a warning. If you don't sign on by

         22  December 21st onto these bills, we will put out a

         23  score card that says you are environmentally

         24  unfriendly.

         25                 So, we're going to talk about
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          2  process, we're going to talk about getting here and

          3  voting on bills or sponsoring bills on their own

          4  volition, let's take a step back and look at that

          5  score card and if you feel how we feel, please sign

          6  onto Council Member Dennis Gallagher's letter to the

          7  New York League of Conservation Voters informing

          8  them that they now have a zero for their lobbying

          9  efforts, 0 for 16. Thank you.

         10                 And with all of that, I vote aye --

         11  wait, wait, wait. Let me check with my Minority

         12  Whip.

         13                 Yes. I vote yes on all. They're all

         14  environmentally friendly.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER:  I vote aye.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

         20  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

         21  vote of 48 in the affirmative, zero in the negative

         22  and zero abstentions, with the exception of Intro.

         23  403-B, which was adopted by a vote of 47 in the

         24  affirmative, zero in the negative, and one

         25  abstention, and M 438 and Reso 825 and Reso 826,
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          2  which was adopted by a vote of 47 in the

          3  affirmative, zero in the negative and zero

          4  abstentions and one recused.

          5                 Revised Land Use Call-Ups were

          6  adopted by a vote of 48 in the affirmative, zero in

          7  the negative.

          8                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: All bills are

         10  referred to the Committee as indicated in the

         11  schedule.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         13  of Resolutions.

         14                 Council Member DeBlasio.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

         16  Madam Public Advocate.

         17                 I'd like to encourage all of my

         18  colleagues to focus on Resolution 653-A, which calls

         19  upon the Mayor and the State to negotiate and bring

         20  some sanity to proper support for the Summer Youth

         21  Employment Program.

         22                 We all know in the last budget great

         23  injustice was done to our kids, and there wasn't the

         24  proper funding to make sure kids had a positive

         25  alternative during their summers.
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          2                 We all talk about the importance of

          3  kids and providing for them, here was an instance

          4  where a lot of other priorities were favored over

          5  kids.

          6                 We can't let that happen again. It

          7  begins with the Mayor and the State government

          8  reaching agreement early, before our budget, so that

          9  we can get to a final result that ensures the

         10  maximum possible level of summer jobs.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         13  Member Sears.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Madam Public

         15  Advocate, I have to pass to when we get to Extension

         16  of Remarks. Thank you.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  Member Brewer.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

         20  much.

         21                 I rise for Reso 669 talking about

         22  affordable housing and technology. The issue is that

         23  in affordable low-income housing we want digital

         24  divide to go away just like it does in wealthier

         25  housing. And in South Korea, every apartment, no
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          2  matter what, has a refrigerator, stove and computer

          3  as part of the apartment. So, we're asking support

          4  for the same in New York City.

          5                 Thank you very much.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing no

          7  one else.

          8                 Resolution 138-A. All in favor?

          9                 Opposed?

         10                 Adopted.

         11                 Resolution 246-A. In favor?

         12                 Opposed?

         13                 Adopted.

         14                 Reso 653-A. In favor?

         15                 Opposed?

         16                 Adopted.

         17                 Reso 669. In favor?

         18                 Opposed?

         19                 Adopted.

         20                 General Discussion.

         21                 Council Member Gennaro.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Madam Public

         23  Advocate, thank you.

         24                 I would like to bring my colleague's

         25  attention to Resolution 795, that has to do with the

                                                            99

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  State Legislature and the Governor reaching an

          3  agreement on the Memorandum of Understanding that

          4  would allow much needed brownfields development

          5  monies to flow into our most effective communities

          6  who need this kind of development.

          7                 There are projects all around the

          8  City that great community groups have brought

          9  forward. There is money in the brownfields fund for

         10  these programs, but because the Governor and the

         11  State Legislature cannot agree for years now on a

         12  simple piece of paper to move these projects

         13  forward, these projects around our City are going

         14  begging. And I'd like to thank the sponsors, all of

         15  whom have projects in their districts, Council

         16  Member Baez, Barron and Bill DeBlasio. Pardon me,

         17  Bill DeBlasio, Council Member Dilan, Foster,

         18  Gonzalez, Koppell, Martinez, McMahon, Palma and

         19  Reyna. So, I call upon all of our colleagues to

         20  support each other by calling upon the State and the

         21  Governor to get their act together, get this

         22  memorandum of understanding done so we can get

         23  brownfields development in the most affected areas

         24  of this City, and that is Resolution 795. Thank you,

         25  Madam Public Advocate.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member Weprin.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you,

          5  Madam Public Advocate.

          6                 Today I, along with Council Member

          7  Rivera and Gentile, are introducing a bill that

          8  would prohibit the use of scare tactics when

          9  soliciting real property owners in communities faced

         10  with downzoning.

         11                 Unscrupulous developers are preying

         12  on property owners with misinformation regarding

         13  downzoning.

         14                 Downzoning will help raise the value

         15  of land, as well as preserve the charmed character

         16  and integrity of our communities.

         17                 Instead, developers are claiming that

         18  downzoning is going to cause the devaluation of

         19  their homes, and urging real property owners to sell

         20  immediately often very aggressive letters.

         21                 The developers attempt to scare and

         22  confuse property owners into quick, cheap sales,

         23  which they will turn around and often make millions

         24  and millions of dollars on these properties.

         25                 This unethical business practice is
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          2  misleading and inconsistent with the principles of

          3  the new zoning regulation.

          4                 I encourage all my colleagues to sign

          5  on to Intro. 558 and support our communities.

          6                 Thank you.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  Member Sears.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you,

         10  Madam Public Advocate.

         11                 I am speaking today on Reso 800, but

         12  I am really asking all my colleagues to support, and

         13  I will tell you why. This Reso is about correcting a

         14  wrong. These officers are in the line of fire every

         15  day, and they work side by side with their fellow

         16  officers.

         17                 However, due to a slip in the law,

         18  they are denied benefits afforded to their

         19  colleagues, a quality of benefits should not be

         20  denied to any individual, and I ask all of you to

         21  support Reso 800.

         22                 And May I introduce, Madam Public

         23  Advocate, these officers that have been waiting here

         24  for so long to actually watch our process?

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: I acknowledge

          3  Sergeant Jamie Katz, Police Officer Carlock, who did

          4  have to leave for duty, Police Officer Alice Munez,

          5  and Officer Charles Blaha. Please stand, and thank

          6  you.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  Member Rivera.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you very

         10  much, Madam Public Advocate.

         11                 I think we all heard the tragic news

         12  --

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         14  please.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you very

         16  much. I think that we've all heard in the newspapers

         17  and the media that our Pope has fallen ill. I would

         18  like to just have a brief ten-second silent prayer

         19  for the Pope John Paul, if we can. Thank you.

         20                 Thank you very much. As we all know,

         21  Pope John Paul is a great religious leader in our

         22  world, has been great on civil and human rights over

         23  the entire world, and our prayers are with him.

         24                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council
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          2  Member Nelson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: I want to draw

          4  my colleagues' attention to Reso No. 798, which

          5  salutes and commemorates the 60th Anniversary of the

          6  liberation of the Auschwitz Death Camp, where more

          7  than a million people were transported to on a daily

          8  basis leading up to 1.3 million.

          9                 They were not all Jews, predominantly

         10  Jews, but also there were over 75,000 Polls, there

         11  were, Rome was involved with it, and there were

         12  people of other ethnic racial persuasions and also

         13  political enemies of the then Nazi regime. It was an

         14  extremely dark time in world history, a testament

         15  toward people's inhumanity towards other people, and

         16  the results were incomprehensible. It's very hard to

         17  really even imagine what went on in that death camp.

         18                 So, again, I urge my colleagues to

         19  sign into Reso No. 798. Thank you, Madam Public

         20  Advocate.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         22  Member Martinez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         24  Madam Chair.

         25                 Madam Chair, I rise to ask my
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          2  colleague to support Intro. 550, in which we're

          3  asking and presenting legislation that will require

          4  the New York City Department of Education to report

          5  on the number of temporary and non-standard

          6  classroom, that are being used by the Department of

          7  Education for instructional purposes.

          8                 This will permit us as a body,

          9  whenever we have hearings and whenever we hear from

         10  the Department of Education in terms of capacity, so

         11  that we can have a true and clear picture of how

         12  distribution of our students and spaces throughout

         13  the regions are being handled.

         14                 As you know, there are many regions.

         15  For instance, the district that I represent that's

         16  made up of three districts, District 6, 5 and 3,

         17  however, I represent the most overpopulated

         18  district, and you will find that in the other

         19  district there was space available and is not

         20  properly being documented nor reported by the

         21  Department of Education.

         22                 This will allow for a fair and

         23  equitable distribution of the resources in terms of

         24  space in the region by the Department of Education.

         25                 So, I ask the support of my
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          2  colleagues on Intro. 550.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          5  Member Gerson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you very

          7  much, Madam Public Advocate and colleagues.

          8                 In about one hour from now there will

          9  be a major demonstration in City Hall Park sponsored

         10  by a coalition of civic community, religious

         11  organizations calling for a real policy to assure

         12  real affordable housing to New Yorkers who need it.

         13                 I know we all share the goal and we

         14  all recognize the crisis. I just want to point out

         15  that the crisis in the lack of affordable housing is

         16  about to get a lot, a lot, a lot worse if we allow

         17  the expiration of the project-based Section 8 and

         18  the rental Mitchell-Lama and the other similar

         19  affordable housing development to take place.

         20                 These were built 20, 30 years ago,

         21  and many are set to expire imminently if nothing is

         22  done.

         23                 We, as a body, must take two steps to

         24  assure their preservation, one to enact legislation

         25  that will give tenant organizations with community
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          2  groups the right of first refusal to buy out these

          3  developments before they go to a market luxury rate

          4  with the proviso that they be kept affordable, a

          5  right of first refusal will not penalize owners,

          6  will guarantee owners their full market rate, will

          7  guarantee, will assure, that we keep the bargain we

          8  struck with them 20 years ago, but will assure

          9  affordable housing.

         10                 And secondly, we must set aside apart

         11  of our capital budget to underwrite through mortgage

         12  guarantees, through direct subsidies, through tax

         13  credits, the opportunity of the purchase of these

         14  buildings in order to keep them affordable.

         15                 We did it before when we created the

         16  buildings, we could do it again to preserve the

         17  buildings.

         18                 And finally, Madam Public Advocate,

         19  if we don't preserve these buildings, we will never

         20  be able to make up for what we lose, we will always

         21  be playing catch up and we will lose the character

         22  of this City.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member James.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Today I would

                                                            107

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  like to disclose to my colleagues in City Council

          3  some provisions that are in the budget. And to me

          4  this Election Day budget represents a values

          5  conflict with I hope most of our members.

          6                 As most of you know, $1.3 billion was

          7  put aside that was originally intended to address

          8  the educational needs in the City of New York.

          9                 $1.3 billion was set aside, despite

         10  the fact that we have overcrowded classrooms in all

         11  of our districts. But, yet, in this budget, ladies

         12  and gentlemen, there is $100 million of capital

         13  dollars to build the Nets arena in Brooklyn. This

         14  budget, again, represents wrong choices, and

         15  represents the priorities of the Administration and

         16  not the priorities of New York City.

         17                 And so I would hope that we would

         18  pass a budget that reflects the priorities of New

         19  Yorkers and reflects the felt needs of New Yorkers.

         20                 Again, we really need to address the

         21  educational needs of the City of New York and not

         22  the needs of wealthy developers.

         23                 Instead of this being the year of the

         24  child, this is the year of the stadia. And, so,

         25  again, I would hope that all of my colleagues will
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          2  look to this budget, and again put forth the budget

          3  which truly reflects the needs of New Yorkers.

          4                 Thank you very much.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          6  Member Clarke.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

          8  Madam Chair.

          9                 I just wanted to take a moment to

         10  really congratulate and applaud my colleague Council

         11  Member John Liu for the extraordinary effort that he

         12  has led to bring the City's attention to the

         13  despicable Sunami song that was played on Hot 97

         14  which really desecrated the memories of those who

         15  lost their lives in the horrible Sunami in South

         16  Asia.

         17                 I want to say to John Liu that my

         18  community in the Flatbush area stands with you and

         19  the South Asian community in raising awareness to

         20  the long-term support that's going to need to be

         21  given to this region, and that there would be an

         22  institution, a corporate institution in the United

         23  States that would show such insensitivity and

         24  actually border on real racism and hatred, actually

         25  promulgate real racism and hatred is a shame. And we
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          2  stand with you and your call for there to be more

          3  effort, financial effort on the part of Emma's

          4  communications (phonetic), to make sure that we send

          5  a signal to all corporate entities that this is not

          6  the way that we address our humanity here in New

          7  York, and as a vibrant part of their market, we will

          8  not stand for this type of hatred to be a part of

          9  their programming.

         10                 So, thank you very much, Madam Public

         11  Advocate. And thank you, very much, Council Member

         12  John Liu.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member McMahon.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: I withdraw my

         16  request.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  Member Barron.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

         20  Madam Chair.

         21                 I just wanted to bring my colleague's

         22  attention to Resolution 792, calling on the Mayor,

         23  the Chancellor and Department of Education and

         24  government officials to protect the First Amendment

         25  rights of students like free speech.
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          2                 This came out of the struggle around

          3  Tiffany Sly, the young valedictorian who at her

          4  graduation was outspoken in her criticism of the

          5  class sizes in her high school of how classes were

          6  taught in her high school, the principals rotating

          7  four or five times, for that the principal denied

          8  her her diploma and we had to organize and put

          9  pressure on them to award her her diploma.

         10                 I think it was outrageous. So, this

         11  resolution speaks to that that never should happen

         12  again where a young person who we encourage to be

         13  outspoken, would then have to face that kind of

         14  consequences.

         15                 So, I want to encourage my colleagues

         16  to support Resolution 792. And also to say a few

         17  words about Jack Johnson. A great champion, the

         18  first black heavyweight champion that was a great

         19  activist in this community, he was the pride of his

         20  time, and he accomplished some awesome incredible

         21  things at a time when he lived where racism was

         22  extremely entrenched somewhat as it is today, but

         23  even more so then.

         24                 So, I just wanted to support the Jack

         25  Johnson position as well. Thank you very much.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member Gentile.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Thank you,

          5  Madam Public Advocate.

          6                 I rise today to take note of two

          7  introductions I'm making today, Intro. 548 and 549.

          8  Five of my colleagues have already signed onto one,

          9  and I think four on the other.

         10                 548, or actually 549 is on the

         11  display of vehicle registrations. And this intro

         12  would allow any indicia of a currently registered

         13  vehicle to be used as proof that the vehicle is

         14  registered.

         15                 What happens, Madam Public Advocate,

         16  is that often vehicle registrations do not, the

         17  stickers do not come back in time before the

         18  vehicle, the current sticker expires. As a result,

         19  even though registration has been paid for, people

         20  are receiving summonses and harassment that is

         21  needless harassment, and this legislation would have

         22  any official proof issued by Motor Vehicles as

         23  indication the vehicle is currently registered.

         24                 The other one helps those who in good

         25  faith try to recycle and do a recycling job every
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          2  week, that sometimes put incorrect items into the

          3  recycling bin. This legislation would stop the

          4  harassment of sanitation enforcement officials

          5  handing out summonses to those who in good faith try

          6  to recycle but sometimes make mistakes, would allow

          7  up to five items to be incorrectly placed in the

          8  recycling bin before a summons would be issued.

          9                 It stops the harassment by this

         10  Administration of those in this City who are trying

         11  their best to comply with the recycling laws.

         12                 Those two intros are on today's

         13  calendar as an introduction, and I ask my colleagues

         14  to sign onto them.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member Perkins.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         18  very much.

         19                 I just first want to wish my

         20  colleagues happy Black History Month. I don't hear

         21  you. All right. You don't want it to go down that it

         22  was silence.

         23                 In any case, I also want to take a

         24  moment to call attention to Reso 799, resolution

         25  encouraging the MTA to provide additional rides on
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          2  the New York City student MetroCards and to extend

          3  the valid times of such cards to allow students to

          4  participate in school-related and after school

          5  activities.

          6                 This is a resolution that was born

          7  out of a conference that the students in the City of

          8  New York had in which they themselves said, look, we

          9  are being encouraged to participate in after school

         10  activities as a part of our curriculum, as a part of

         11  our education, yet when we participate in those

         12  activities after hours, we are not allowed to use

         13  our MetroCards, which therefore imposes on them a

         14  burden of car fare that on the other hand

         15  discourages them from participating in that which we

         16  are encouraging them to do.

         17                 And, so, this resolution is to say we

         18  encourage you to continue in these constructive

         19  after school activities that are a part of your

         20  curriculum, whether they be sports or some other

         21  kind of art, cultural academic experience, but at

         22  the same time we want to make it easy for this to

         23  happen for you by extending your MetroCard to the

         24  hours that can accommodate when you're involved in

         25  this activity.
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          2                 I think this will show our young

          3  people how dedicated we are to their education and

          4  to the extra work that they do to extend their

          5  curriculum and earn extra credit for good additional

          6  work.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member Vann.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Madam Public

         11  Advocate, I'd like to bring attention to Reso 804,

         12  which is a resolution in support of the posthumous

         13  presidential pardon of former boxing great John

         14  Arthur Jack Johnson.

         15                 Jack Johnson arguably was either the

         16  greatest boxer or one of the greatest boxers in the

         17  world in the history of boxing, and during his time

         18  there were attitudes and more raised that were

         19  antithetical to the democracy and even to humanity,

         20  frankly, and so at that time Mr. Johnson was

         21  racially, had a racially-motivated conviction in

         22  1913.

         23                 We all are somewhat familiar with

         24  Jack Johnson with what happened to him, and it's

         25  time that become pardoned for that racial motivated
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          2  conviction, and we are asking President Bush to

          3  exercise his constitutional authority and grant such

          4  a pardon in his case.

          5                 I want everyone to join this

          6  resolution. It's time. Thank you.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

          8  nobody else, meeting is adjourned.

          9                 (Hearing concluded at 3:30 p.m.)
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