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          1  COMMITTEE ON CULTURAL AFFAIRS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON RECCHIA: All Cultural

          3  Affairs members, please take your seats. Today,

          4  March 23rd, 2005, good morning, ladies and

          5  gentlemen. My name is Domenic M. Recchia, Jr. I am

          6  the Chair of the Committee on Cultural Affairs,

          7  Libraries and International Intergroup Relations.

          8                 It is with great pride that I welcome

          9  you to this hearing today. We will be voting on

         10  proposed Resolution 856-A. We convene today to

         11  consider a resolution mourning the death and

         12  celebrating the life of Peter Malkin, who is best

         13  known to the world as the person who captured

         14  notorious Nazi Officer Adolph Eichmann.

         15                 Peter Malkin was a member of the

         16  Mossad, Israel's Security Agency for 27 years, and

         17  rose to be its head of operations.

         18                 Throughout his career as a spy in

         19  hostile countries, he posed as an artist, because he

         20  actually was an accomplished artist, and his odd

         21  hours of painting in his studio raised little

         22  suspicion about his real activities.

         23                 Peter Malkin never carried a gun. His

         24  only weapon was his brain, which he used to plan and

         25  carry out his countless and often unpublicized
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          2  achievements, so many heroic deeds, which for

          3  security reasons, can never be told.

          4                 Some of his exploits range from

          5  tracking terrorists, sneaking into hostile

          6  countries, missile factories, to photograph the

          7  blueprints, and he was even instrumental in smashing

          8  international drug rings.

          9                 Peter also helped many American law

         10  enforcement agencies at the request of his long-time

         11  friend and Manhattan District Attorney, Robert

         12  Morgenthau.

         13                 But the role that Peter Malkin played

         14  in Argentina with the historic capture of Nazi

         15  Officer Adolph Eichmann will never be forgotten.

         16                 Eichmann had an atrocious role in the

         17  mass murder of so many millions of innocent people,

         18  which included Malkin's sister, his brother-in-law,

         19  their small children and 150 of his relatives by

         20  sending them to German death camps during the second

         21  World War.

         22                 After his retirement from the Mossad

         23  in 1976, Peter spent time living in New York City, a

         24  place he loved to explore, some days walking 15 or

         25  20 miles from borough-to-borough. He dedicated his
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          2  life to his family, friends, painting, and advising

          3  and lecturing around the world on security issues.

          4                 Peter Malkin's friends ranged from

          5  heads of states to heads of major corporations and

          6  from world known personalities to ordinary men on

          7  the street. Even at the City Council he had friends

          8  like Gary Altman, who were proudest of the fact that

          9  their lives were touched, and changed forever, by

         10  knowing and spending time with this extraordinary

         11  human being.

         12                 Today the City Council proudly

         13  commemorates and celebrates the life and

         14  achievements of Peter Malkin.

         15                 I would like to give this opportunity

         16  to my colleagues in the City Council to say a few

         17  words.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: I strongly

         19  support this resolution. It clearly recognizes, you

         20  know, the contributions of a great individual who

         21  was instrumental in the capture of one of the most

         22  notorious fugitives and evil-doer who was

         23  responsible for personally massacring millions and

         24  millions of Jews and others during the Holocaust and

         25  I think it's very significant that we recognize his
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          2  life today.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON RECCHIA: At this time I'd

          4  like to recognize all the members who are here and

          5  present. Council Member Phil Reed, Eric Gioia from

          6  Brooklyn, Phil Reed from Manhattan, David Weprin

          7  from Manhattan and myself -- oh, Queens, sorry. I

          8  said Queens and Gioia, right? Oh, I'm sorry. Eric

          9  Gioia and David Weprin both from Queens, and Phil

         10  Reed from Manhattan, and me being from Brooklyn,

         11  Domenic Recchia, okay?

         12                 At this time we'll call the roll.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

         14  Recchia.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON RECCHIA: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Mr. Chair, I'd

         20  like to recognize that both Brooklyn and Queens

         21  occupy the same land mass off the East River into

         22  the Atlantic, and I'd be proud to be a member of

         23  your borough, but I am in fact from Queens, born and

         24  raised there.

         25                 With that I very proudly vote yes. I
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          2  think this is an appropriate and important

          3  proclamation, and I'd like to be associated with all

          4  the good words that you spoke moments ago.

          5                 Thank you very much.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of four in

          9  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         10  abstentions, the item is adopted.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON RECCHIA: Oh, Allan

         12  Jennings.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

         14  Jennings.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON RECCHIA: How do you vote?

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Proposed Resolution

         17  856-A.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: I vote aye.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON RECCHIA: Thank you.

         20  Everyone sign the resolution.

         21                 Meeting adjourned.

         22                 (Hearing concluded at 12:12 p.m.)

         23

         24

         25
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          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 23rd day of March 2005.

         20
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                                   ---------------------

         25                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.
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