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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Professor

          3  Milford Graves.

          4                 Professor Milford Graves is a jazz

          5  historian. He is here. Professor Graves, could you

          6  come forward and bring your family with you, please?

          7                 The proc is here. And Professor

          8  Graves if featured in a New York Times article

          9  towards the end of December.

         10                 You know, we have many wonderful --

         11  Queens is the home of jazz, unbeknownst to many

         12  people. There's Louie Armstrong and many others. I

         13  won't go through the entire history, but Queens

         14  symbolizes jazz. There are a lot of jazz musicians

         15  that are still in Queens. We just lost a very

         16  prominent jazz musician that worked with many

         17  artists in the area, and I'm blanking on his name,

         18  I'm sorry. But Professor Graves is a person that has

         19  been well known, well recognized by downbeat

         20  magazine, a recipient of the best drummer from the

         21  National Endowment for the Arts. As soon as Council

         22  Member Perkins found out I was doing Professor

         23  Graves, he's a much deeper historian of jazz than I

         24  am, unfortunately. Professor Graves is a resident of

         25  my district. I wanted to be able to honor him so
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          2  that we could understand his history. So, I'm going

          3  to let the clerk read the proclamation, so that you

          4  can understand exactly the depth and breath of

          5  Professor Graves.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: If the clerk can read

          7  the proclamation.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: The Council of the

          9  City of New York, Proclamation.

         10                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         11  New York is proud and privileged to honor Professor

         12  Milford Graves and recognize his many contributions

         13  to the fields of music, medicine and education; and

         14                 Whereas: Professor Graves has been

         15  called an outstanding musician, one of the world's

         16  great geniuses of the drums, brilliant scientist,

         17  herbalist, healer, popular teacher, martial arts

         18  innovator and a "living legend", he is all of these

         19  and more; and

         20                 Whereas: Born in Jamaica, Queens and

         21  a long time resident of our City, Milford Graves

         22  attended City College of New York, New York

         23  Community College, Eastern School for Physicians

         24  Aides and the Occidental Institute of Chinese

         25  Studies; he led a musical revolution in the '60's;
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          2  as one of the founders of "Free Jazz," he has

          3  performed to great acclaim at many Jazz Festivals

          4  throughout the world and his recordings are eagerly

          5  awaited by students and jazz connoisseurs; and

          6                 Whereas: A winner of Down Beat's

          7  award as best drummer and a recipient of one of the

          8  National Endowment For the Arts, prestigious grants,

          9  Professor Milford Graves is greatly admired as a

         10  music therapist where he has utilized music's effect

         11  on people as a means of diagnosing and healing

         12  various illnesses; and

         13                 Whereas: In his work at Bennington

         14  College in Vermont, where he is Professor of music,

         15  Milford Graves discovered that heart arrhythmias,

         16  blood pressure problems and other ailments can

         17  respond positively to this percussive pieces; winner

         18  of Guggenheim grant, he is continuing his

         19  ground-breaking research at the International Center

         20  for Medicinal and Scientific Studies and the

         21  Institution of Percussive Studies; and

         22                 Whereas: A former Police Athletic

         23  League boxing champ, Milford Graves has lectured on

         24  Body Movement and Martial Arts throughout the world

         25  and all his amazing accomplishments have not only
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          2  won him outstanding recognition such as inclusion in

          3  Who's Who In America, Groves Encyclopedia of Music

          4  and the Encyclopedia of Jazz, but also earned him

          5  the well deserved respect and admiration of his

          6  colleagues and the gratitude of his students; his

          7  wife Lois and five children have given him strength

          8  and encouragement throughout his careers; now,

          9  therefore

         10                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         11  City of New York honors PROFESSOR MILFORD GRAVES and

         12  commends him for his outstanding contributions to

         13  the lives of all New Yorkers.

         14                 Signed this 19th day of January in

         15  the year Two Thousand and Five.

         16                 Gifford Miller, Speaker for the

         17  Entire Council; Leroy Comrie, Majority Whip, Council

         18  Member 27th District, Queens; Bill Perkins, Deputy

         19  Majority Leader, Council Member 9th District,

         20  Manhattan.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Professor Graves, we

         22  are very honored to have not only you but your

         23  family, your wife Lois, your daughter Renita

         24  Catichatara (phonetic), your granddaughter Tatiana

         25  Catichatara, four years old in December, right? Very
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          2  good. And also your colleagues and friends, Joe

          3  Rigby, Hugh Glover, R.W. Hall, Michael Spodick,

          4  David Melons and John Zorn. Professor, we thank you

          5  for being here with us. We thank you for your

          6  service to our City, to our State, to our country.

          7  We'd be honored if you'd say a few words.

          8                 PROFESSOR GRAVES: Well, I'm kind of

          9  speechless right now because I'm on break from

         10  school and I talk so much to the students. I'm

         11  usually a very talkative person, but now I feel very

         12  quiet and I feel honored to be in City Hall. And I'm

         13  grateful for the people that's here. And I will

         14  continue to do what I do and I will continue to work

         15  for the land that I was born in, and the people of

         16  the world.

         17                 Thank you very much.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         19                 Councilman McMahon, Oddo and Lanza.

         20  We have some special folks here from the United

         21  States Marine Corps. Come on up. How are you? We're

         22  honored to have you here.

         23                 We've got Jim Fitzgerald, the United

         24  States Marine Corps League, Staten Island

         25  Detachment, which does tremendous work in promoting
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          2  Toys for Tots Program. We just came through the

          3  holiday season. We're honored that they're here and

          4  we would like the clerk to read the proclamation.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: The Council of the

          6  City of New York, Proclamation.

          7                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          8  New York is pleased to honor the United States

          9  Marine Corps League for its outstanding

         10  contributions to lives of countless children of

         11  Staten Island; and

         12                 Whereas: We are a City made strong by

         13  the efforts of individuals and organizations that

         14  give exemplary service to the community, whether

         15  through participation in volunteer programs, through

         16  unique personal achievement in their professional or

         17  other endeavors, or through a lifetime of good

         18  citizenry; and

         19                 Whereas: Today we are immensely proud

         20  to honor all members of the United States Marine

         21  Corps League Staten Island Detachment for their

         22  stellar contributions in the "Toys for Tots

         23  Program," and

         24                 Whereas: The objectives of Toys for

         25  Tots are to help needy children throughout the
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          2  United Stated experience the joy of Christmas; to

          3  play an active role in the development of one of our

          4  nation's most valuable natural resources - our

          5  children; to unite all members of local communities

          6  in a common cause for three months each year during

          7  the annual toy collection and distribution campaign;

          8  and to contribute to better communities in the

          9  future; and

         10                 Whereas: The mission of the U.S.

         11  Marine Corps Reserve Toys for Tots Program is to

         12  collect new, unwrapped toys during October, November

         13  and December each year and distribute those toys as

         14  Christmas gifts to needy children in the community

         15  in which the campaign is conducted; and

         16                 Whereas: The Marine Corps League

         17  (MCL) is a veterans' organization of men and women

         18  who have served in the U.S. Marine Corps. There are

         19  775 MCL Detachments located throughout the nation,

         20  and the members of the Marine Corps League Staten

         21  Island Detachment exemplify the integrity and

         22  self-sacrifice that have long been a part of the

         23  United States Marine Corps; and

         24                 Whereas: These special individuals

         25  have been tremendous benefactors to the
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          2  underprivileged children of Staten Island, and

          3  continue to excel in their efforts to bring joy into

          4  countless young lives. They have truly enriched our

          5  City with their efforts, and it is with the deepest

          6  gratitude of this legislative body that we honor

          7  their contributions; now, therefore,

          8                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          9  City of New York salutes THE UNITED STATES MARINE

         10  CORPS LEAGUE STATEN ISLAND DETACHMENT for its

         11  distinguished service to the City of New York, and

         12  commends its efforts in the "TOYS FOR TOTS PROGRAM."

         13                 Signed this 19th day of January in

         14  the year Two Thousand and Five, Gifford Miller,

         15  Speaker for the Entire Council; Michael E. McMahon,

         16  Council Member 49th District, Staten Island; James

         17  S. Oddo, Council Member 50th District, Staten

         18  Island; Andrew J. Lanza, Council Member 51st

         19  District Staten Island.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: We'd are honored by

         21  your service to our City, and we'd be appreciative

         22  if you'd say a few words.

         23                 MR. FITZGERALD: Thank you very much,

         24  Mr. Speaker. And Thank you, Mike. I really

         25  appreciate, and on behalf of my detachment, which is
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          2  420 plus Marines, we gave out this year to 6,000

          3  children 7,500 toys and we've been doing this now

          4  for 12 years. I've been the Coordinator for the last

          5  six, and it's on, not for me that I accept this, on

          6  behalf of the detachment and the 25 other Marines

          7  that assist me in this worthwhile project.

          8                 Again, thank you very much. And I

          9  thank the Council for this Proclamation.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         11                 Council Member Oddo, I know you have

         12  a special guest, as well, who is truly a hero in our

         13  City. Somebody who has literally saved lives, and

         14  we're very pleased that he's here with us. Maybe you

         15  want to introduce him and we can have the clerk read

         16  the Proclamation.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you very

         18  much, Mr. Speaker.

         19                 I think each of us has recognized,

         20  given the events of three years ago, Downtown

         21  Manhattan, that the definition of a hero has

         22  changed. We all have a better appreciation for the

         23  every day heroes, people who work on behalf of the

         24  City, each day and go unnoticed.

         25                 We have a gentleman who was a bus
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          2  driver in Harlem, who resides in Staten Island, and

          3  at the end of December there was an explosion at

          4  4:00 a.m. in the morning on his block in the Midland

          5  Beach portion of Staten Island, and John Cammarata

          6  got up, it was a good thing his wife was there to

          7  remind him to put his pants on, because he literally

          8  was running out in 15 degree weather towards the

          9  fire, and he literally saved lives. Banged on one

         10  neighbor's door, helped that neighbor take two of

         11  his kids out, went down the development to another

         12  door, and they knew a neighbor was living in there,

         13  but no one was answering the door, and Mr. Cammarata

         14  essentially knocked down the door, woke up his

         15  neighbor and he and the neighbor wrapped the

         16  neighbor's five-year-old child out in the blanket

         17  and took him to safety.

         18                 And this is not the first time you've

         19  heard this in the City of New York, but it still

         20  warms your heart each and every time you hear that.

         21  And, you know, sometimes we deal with folks who

         22  maybe aren't as grateful as they should be, and you

         23  get a little cynical and then you see people like

         24  John Cammarata, and it renews your energy and your

         25  faith in the people in the City.
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          2                 And I just want to thank John for

          3  being here and his wife Denise and his sister and

          4  his kids, and I thank the Speaker for taking a

          5  moment of the Council's time to say thank you to

          6  him.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: We would be very

          8  appreciative if the Clerk would read the

          9  proclamation.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: The Council of the

         11  City of New York, Proclamation.

         12                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         13  New York is proud and pleased to honor John

         14  Cammarata for his meritorious service and

         15  distinguished valor in saving the lives of his

         16  neighbors; and

         17                 Whereas: Saving a life is one of the

         18  greatest gifts an individual can give to another,

         19  and it is an accomplishment worthy of the utmost

         20  honor, praise and recognition; and

         21                 Whereas: John Cammarata is one such

         22  individual, a man whose presence of mind and quick

         23  thinking helped save the lives of at least four

         24  people on the morning of December 20, 2004 when a

         25  fire tore through five homes on Grimsby Street; and
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          2                 Whereas: John Cammarata displayed

          3  exemplary heroism when he rushed into a neighbor's

          4  home and helped get two of his neighbor's foster

          5  children to safety. He then pounded on the doors of

          6  five other homes, alerting residents of the fire. In

          7  the process, Mr. Cammarata helped guide another

          8  neighbor and his five-year-old daughter to safety;

          9  and

         10                 Whereas: Today we are immensely proud

         11  to honor Mr. Cammarata, a courageous individual

         12  whose efforts undoubtedly saved the lives of four of

         13  his neighbors. Without his timely intervention the

         14  consequences for these individuals might have been

         15  disastrous; and

         16                 Whereas: The day following the fire,

         17  Mr. Cammarata established the Grimsby Street Fire

         18  Fund to further assist the victims; and

         19                 Whereas: John Cammarata referred to

         20  his heroics as something that one would do

         21  "naturally," but he is far too modest, since his

         22  bravery and actions under the most difficult

         23  circumstances imaginable show that he is truly one

         24  of our City's heroes; now, therefore

         25                 Be It Known: That the Council of the
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          2  City of New York honors JOHN CAMMARATA for his

          3  courage, compassion, and determination in saving the

          4  lives of his neighbors.

          5                 Signed this 19th day of January in

          6  the year Two Thousand and Five, Gifford Miller,

          7  Speaker for the Entire Council; James S. Oddo,

          8  Minority Leader, Council Member 50th District,

          9  Staten Island; Andrew Lanza, Council Member 51st

         10  District, Staten Island; Michael E. McMahon, Council

         11  Member 49th District, Staten Island.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Okay. John, we are

         13  really honored that you're here with us, and we

         14  appreciate your service, and we would be honored if

         15  you would say a few words.

         16                 MR. CAMMARATA: First off, I want to

         17  thank Councilman Oddo, Mr. McMahon and everybody

         18  from Staten Island and Brooklyn, and whoever else

         19  invited me here. I'm very, very flattered. It's been

         20  quite a month, a lot of attention but above all,

         21  everybody is safe, sound and they're starting their

         22  lives over, and I'm just very, very flattered and I

         23  want to thank everybody.

         24                 I could do this all the time, it's

         25  very flattering. Thank you, again.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Well, we hope other

          3  people will learn from your example, it's a great

          4  example. God bless.

          5                 Thank you to your family, as well,

          6  who is here.

          7                 Council Member DeBlasio and Boyland,

          8  and I believe Safe Horizons are here.

          9                 Very special guests. Bill, do you

         10  want to introduce them?

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Sure.

         12                 Council Member Boyland.

         13                 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I'm honored

         14  to be here with you and Council Member Boyland and

         15  with our good friend Gordon Campbell of Safe

         16  Horizons. We want to honor, not only Safe Horizons

         17  for its work in general, which is wonderful, and

         18  Gordon for his service to our City on so many

         19  fronts, but also, all support this proclamation

         20  proclaiming Stalking Awareness Month. It is so

         21  important that this unfortunately growing tendency

         22  and trend in our society be addressed, and that's

         23  why we have to bring awareness through this

         24  proclamation.

         25                 Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Nice job.

          3                 Now, if the clerk could read the

          4  proclamation?

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: The Council of the

          6  City of New York, Proclamation.

          7                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          8  New York is proud to recognize the many victim

          9  service providers, police officers, prosecutors,

         10  national and community organizations, and private

         11  sector supporters for their efforts in promoting

         12  awareness about stalking, and declares the month of

         13  January 2005 as "Stalking Awareness Month" in the

         14  City of New York; and

         15                 Whereas: More than one million women

         16  and close to four-hundred thousand men are stalked

         17  annually in the United States, and the majority of

         18  victims are stalked by someone they know; and

         19                 Whereas: Stalking victims experience

         20  anxiety, insomnia, social dysfunction, lost work

         21  hours and severe depression at a much higher rate

         22  than the general population, and are often forced to

         23  relocate, obtain orders of protection, and change

         24  their addresses and identities; and

         25                 Whereas: The New York City Council is
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          2  joining forces with national organizations, victim

          3  service providers, criminal justice officials and

          4  concerned citizens throughout the city, state and

          5  country to educate people about stalking; now,

          6  therefore,

          7                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          8  City of New York designates January 2005 as:

          9  STALKING AWARENESS MONTH in the City of New York.

         10                 Signed this 19th day of January in

         11  the year Two Thousand and Five, Gifford Miller,

         12  Speaker; Bill DeBlasio, 39th District; Tracy

         13  Boyland, 41st District; Alan Gerson; Margarita

         14  Lopez; Christine Quinn; Eva Moskwoitz; Gale Brewer;

         15  Robert Jackson; Philip Reed; Bill Perkins; Miguel

         16  Martinez; Oliver Koppell; Larry Seabrook; Madeline

         17  Provenzano; Maria Baez; Joel Rivera; Helen Foster;

         18  Annabel Palma; Tony Avella; John Liu; Hiram

         19  Monserrate; Peter F. Vallone, Jr.; David I. Weprin;

         20  James Gennaro; Helen Sears; Eric Gioia; Allan

         21  Jennings, Jr.; Melinda Katz; Dennis Gallagher; James

         22  Sanders, Jr.; Joseph Addabbo; David Yassky; Diana

         23  Reyna; Letitia James; Albert Vann; Erik Martin

         24  Dilan; Sara Gonzalez; Yvette D. Clarke; Charles

         25  Barron; Vincent J. Gentile; Simcha Felder; Kendall
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          2  Stewart; Lewis Fidler; Domenic Recchia, Jr.; Michael

          3  C. Nelson; Michael E. McMahon; Leroy Cormie, Jr.;

          4  James Oddo; Andrew Lanza.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Gordon, we are so

          6  appreciative of the work that you and Safe Horizons

          7  do and it's really, it's an inspiration to us, and

          8  we in the Council are so proud to support it in many

          9  ways, by trying to work with you to raise awareness

         10  about the seriousness of the problem and we're glad

         11  you're here and we would be very appreciative if you

         12  would say a few words.

         13                 MR. CAMPBELL: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

         14  And I really want to thank you and Council Member

         15  DeBlasio. As I look around, really the friends, and

         16  Council Member Boyland, of course, and I look at all

         17  of the friends and supporters of Safe Horizon, but

         18  more importantly, the work. And as Council Member

         19  DeBlasio said, stalking is a pervasive issue. 1.6

         20  million individuals are stalked across the country

         21  each and every year. We hear a lot about celebrity

         22  stalking, and, yes, that happens, but it happens to

         23  individuals in our communities, in our streets. And,

         24  yes, there is legislation on the books, but from a

         25  criminal justice perspective, as well as from a
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          2  social service provider perspective, we need to do

          3  much more in terms of making sure that the system

          4  works for individuals that are being impacted in

          5  their lives and their wherewithal and just going to

          6  the store, commuting, what have you, and I have to

          7  tell you, we could not do it without the support of

          8  the Council, and for that we thank all of you.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: We will

         11  begin the Stated Meeting of January 19th. All rise.

         12                 Pledge of Allegiance.

         13                 Roll call.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: A quorum is

         21  present. All rise for the Invocation by the Reverend

         22  Jean Smith.

         23                 REVEREND SMITH: Let us pray.

         24                 Almighty God, you proclaim your truth

         25  in every age by many voices; may we in our time be
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          2  willing to listen to each voice, especially those

          3  spoken and represented in the City Council Meeting.

          4                 Direct, God, those who speak where

          5  many listen, and write what many read; that they may

          6  do their part in making our hearts wise, our minds

          7  sound, and our wills righteous.

          8                 God, in the midst of our busy-ness,

          9  we stop to pray in gratitude for those honored here

         10  today;

         11                 We stop to pray in concern for those

         12  in harm's way, especially those defending our

         13  nation;

         14                 We stop to pray for ourselves, those

         15  we love;

         16                 And, God, we pray for those we serve.

         17                 Amen.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member Gerson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Public

         21  Advocate, the Seamens Church Institute is a

         22  venerable and vital institution of our City and

         23  Lower Manhattan Community, whether it's conducting

         24  the annual Merchant Marines Memorial, or any number

         25  of civic and inter-religious activities, the
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          2  leadership of the Reverend Smith and her

          3  inspirational words of wisdom benefit all of us of

          4  all religious backgrounds. It is therefore my

          5  privilege to move that this invocation is spread in

          6  full upon the record of this Stated Council Meeting.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So be it.

          8                 Council Member Miller.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         10                 If I could ask all of my colleagues

         11  to rise again as we do before the beginning of each

         12  meeting. We want to have a moment of silence to

         13  remember two New Yorkers who fell in Iraq in the

         14  last several days since the last meeting. Private

         15  First Class Francis Abaji, who was 21 years old, of

         16  Queens Village, died on January 16th of this year.

         17  Sergeant Nathaniel Swindel, 24 years old, the Bronx,

         18  died on January 15th of this year. If we could all

         19  bow our heads in a moment of silence to remember

         20  them, keep their families in our prayers and hope

         21  for a future without death and without this kind of

         22  tragic loss.

         23                 (Moment of Silence observed.)

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Adoption of
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          2  the Minutes.

          3                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 422.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Is this the point

          6  where I say Rules, Privileges and Elections?

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Excellent.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         10  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

         13  and communications.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         16  Call-Ups.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 423.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         19  Call-Up Vote.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 424.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         22  Call-Up Vote.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 425.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         25  Call-Up Vote.
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          2                 At this point I'd ask the Clerk to

          3  call the roll on all items coupled on the Call-Up

          4  Vote.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: I vote aye

          9  on the Land Use Call-Ups.

         10                 And Madam Public Advocate, can I

         11  request unanimous consent of my colleagues to vote

         12  on all coupled General Orders?

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: I vote aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          8                 (No response.)

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Miller.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Did you

         12  vote?

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: I said yes.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Okay.

         15  Today's Land Use Call-Ups were adopted by a vote of

         16  43 in the affirmative, zero in the negative.

         17                 Communication from the Speaker.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, we are

         19  doing a number of important things today, but I want

         20  to begin by remembering the tragic loss of a little

         21  New Yorker, Matthew Perilli, who died in a senseless

         22  tragedy, an accident that could have been averted if

         23  he had been getting appropriate day care.

         24                 And we are joined by his parents,

         25  Vincent and Maria Perilli, who are here, and today
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          2  in their honor and we honor Matthew, we will be

          3  passing a package of legislation which seeks to

          4  ensure that this tragedy never occurs again. And I

          5  want to begin by thanking the Perilli's for being

          6  here, and for their extraordinary generosity of

          7  spirit in trying to turn what is an overwhelming and

          8  unspeakable loss that I'm sure all of us as parents,

          9  as human beings, shutter to even imagine, into

         10  something positive so that other parents and

         11  families won't go through this, and I want to thank

         12  you, Mr. And Mrs. Perilli, for being here and for

         13  your commitment to making this City a better and

         14  safer place.

         15                 And today we will be passing a

         16  package of legislation which seeks to hole the

         17  agencies that do the inspections and are responsible

         18  for day care, and responsible for ensuring the

         19  public is aware of their findings. The saddest part

         20  of this story is that the Perilli family did

         21  everything that a family was supposed to do. They

         22  checked the records. They asked the questions, and

         23  they were not able to find out that the provider

         24  they were using had serious violations, was

         25  operating an unlicensed day care facility. They
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          2  weren't able to find it out because that information

          3  wasn't available to them.

          4                 Today we pass a series of legislation

          5  which will help to address that, and we hope that

          6  the State and the City will act swiftly in

          7  compliance with it and we thank the Administration

          8  for their cooperation with these pieces of

          9  legislation, and I want to thank the Chair of the

         10  General Welfare Committee, Bill DeBlasio, as well as

         11  Council Member Melinda Katz who represents the

         12  Perilli's and has been leading the charge in this

         13  area for their leadership and thank the Council for

         14  its swift action on this.

         15                 We also today are doing a major

         16  rezoning, of course, of West Midtown, the so-called

         17  Hudson Yards Plan.

         18                 Let me just say this, and then I'd

         19  like to give the Chair of the Land Use Committee the

         20  opportunity to say a few words. But this is the

         21  right thing to do for the people of the City of New

         22  York. It is a reimagining of an entire swathe of

         23  West Midtown in a way that not only benefits the

         24  community that exists there, but benefits everyone

         25  in this City, by expanding affordable housing
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          2  opportunities, protecting taxpayers against

          3  unnecessary expenses down the road, reducing

          4  density, and making sure that not a dollar of this

          5  or not a dime of this goes towards the stadium that

          6  isn't in the best interest of this City.

          7                 I want to thank the Chair of the Land

          8  Use Committee for her leadership on this, and give

          9  Melinda Katz, an opportunity to say a few words.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Thank you, Mr.

         11  Speaker. And thank you also very much for your

         12  leadership on this topic.

         13                 My colleagues, Public Advocate

         14  Gotbaum, today we pass the Hudson Yards Development

         15  Corporation--

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         17  please.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Today we pass an

         19  application by the City of New York to rezone Hudson

         20  Yards.

         21                 As Chair of the Land Use Committee,

         22  it is my ultimate dream that in 20 years, long after

         23  many of us may be out of office, hopefully all of us

         24  are still involved with public government, I can

         25  walk down the street as Chair of the Land Use
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          2  Committee and be proud of the things that we did

          3  here in the New York City Council. And also that the

          4  Land Use Committee did.

          5                 In 20 years from now, and hopefully a

          6  lot shorter than that, this will be a 24-hour, seven

          7  day a week community. This will have 24.2 million

          8  square feet of commercial development.

          9                 This will have 16 million square feet

         10  of residential. This has been a very long process to

         11  get to this point today. We need to thank Speaker

         12  Miller for his leadership and guidance, because he

         13  had a vision months ago as to how this should come

         14  about and the financing by which we should do it,

         15  and we had negotiated this deal with his vision in

         16  mind.

         17                 I'd like to thank Council Member

         18  Christine Quinn for the leadership she provided on

         19  this, not only for her own district, but also for

         20  the entire City of New York.

         21                 Everyone in this room should be made

         22  aware, this will not only be a 24/7 community, this

         23  is a precedent-setting application and rezoning

         24  because of the affordable housing that will now be

         25  contained in this district.
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          2                 We negotiated from 19 percent

          3  affordable housing to now 28 percent of the housing

          4  units that will be in this district will be

          5  affordable, and the way that it's being built will

          6  assure that not only will it be able to be built,

          7  but that it actually will be provided for and built

          8  by the developers in Hudson Yards.

          9                 And we are very proud --

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         11  please.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: -- Of the work

         13  that we did as a legislative body on those issues.

         14                 I'm also proud of the fact that it's

         15  going to be a transparent process as we move

         16  forward.

         17                 The development corporation, the

         18  infrastructure corporation, will all have

         19  representatives, not only of the Council, but in one

         20  area of the Council Member whose district it's in,

         21  of the Manhattan Borough President, of a

         22  representative of Community Board 4 so that we made

         23  sure that as the process continues, it remains open

         24  and public and make sure that this body has a lot to

         25  do with its future.
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          2                 And, finally, I just want to thank

          3  the Land Use staff for all of the work that they

          4  did. Chris Collins, Gail Benjamin, Pat Proco, Carol

          5  Shein, Alonzo Carr. This took weeks and weeks of

          6  negotiations to get to this point. And if it weren't

          7  for the great staff that we have, we never would

          8  have made it.

          9                 And in the end I believe this is a

         10  much better application for the City of New York,

         11  and I believe that its future is a good one, and I

         12  look forward in 20 years to be proud to walk through

         13  this Community.

         14                 Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker, for

         15  the time.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Madam

         17  Chair, and I'd like to ask the Chair of the Finance

         18  Committee to talk a little bit about the financing

         19  aspects of this deal.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you, Mr.

         21  Speaker.

         22                 As you will remember, on December

         23  15th, a couple of weeks ago, a month ago, we had an

         24  extensive oversight hearing on the Administration's

         25  proposed financing plan for Hudson Yards which went
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          2  well into the night.

          3                 Serious issues were raised as to the

          4  costliness of the financing mechanism as originally

          5  proposed. A main principle underlying the desire to

          6  have it be, quote, self-financing, close quote.

          7                 However, to do this, the entity

          8  issuing the debt is going to have to borrow and

          9  borrow for over a decade to make the interest

         10  payments to the bond holders, because the project

         11  would not generate enough income to cover the

         12  payments.

         13                 This was the main reason we would be

         14  borrowing over $4 billion for about $3 billion in

         15  projects. Fortunately, the Administration has agreed

         16  to significant changes in the financing for the

         17  projects which will save us substantial money.

         18                 The City will subject to Council

         19  appropriation, pay the interest on the Hudson Yard

         20  infrastructure Corporation's debt.

         21                 This will reduce the borrowing cost

         22  from 4 billion to 3 billion dollars.

         23                 In addition, we have agreed that

         24  subject to the residential property taxes raised in

         25  the Hudson Yard redevelopment area, to the local
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          2  development corporation to use to service its bonds

          3  and to try, subject again to appropriation, to help

          4  the LDC retire debt early.

          5                 The support by the Council for these

          6  undertakings, even though they remain the subject to

          7  our budgetary action, should serve to reassure the

          8  bond markets and will help us achieve a much more

          9  favorable interest rate.

         10                 Finally, the resolution supports and

         11  approves the use of the TFA, Transitional Finance

         12  Authority, to back up to $750 million of the total

         13  $3 billion in debt.

         14                 Since the TFA will no longer be

         15  needed to back a commercial paper program because we

         16  will be paying interest instead of deferring it, the

         17  Administration believes that using the TFA to back

         18  the actual bonds would get us more favorable short

         19  term of federal rates.

         20                 However, the Council and

         21  Administration agreed that such an action by the TFA

         22  would only occur if the TFA's Board of Directors

         23  approve it unanimously.

         24                 This would require the Speaker of the

         25  City Council and the Comptroller of the City of New
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          2  York to have a vote that provides this important

          3  safeguard.

          4                 This is a win/win for the City of New

          5  York. I want to thank all the players involved, the

          6  Speaker, Council Member Quinn, Council Members Katz

          7  and Avella, and I particularly want to thank the

          8  Finance Division staff led by Larian Angelo and

          9  particularly Jim Caras, the Counsel to the Finance

         10  Committee, who played an instrumental role in the

         11  drafting of the resolution.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you very much.

         14                 I note also we're doing a number of

         15  other important pieces of legislation, including the

         16  override of the Mayor's ill-considered veto of the

         17  Staten Island Ferry legislation, a veto that now

         18  sets him on a course where he intends apparently to

         19  go to court to fight in court against Staten

         20  Islanders receiving rush hour service and basic

         21  levels of service on a City operated transit

         22  operation.

         23                 That doesn't make sense. It's wrong.

         24  And we hope it doesn't do it. It will be a waste of

         25  taxpayer money if he does, because this Council has
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          2  the right to set minimum levels of service and we

          3  intend to do so. And we regret that it came to this

          4  point, because we tried to negotiate for two and a

          5  half years, and after two and a half years, when

          6  somebody won't budget, you've got to assume that's

          7  it.

          8                 So, I'm pleased that the Council will

          9  be overriding that veto today and thank my

         10  colleagues for their support.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         12  of General Orders.

         13                 Council Member Katz.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Thank you, Madam

         15  Public Advocate and my colleagues.

         16                 I would also like to personally

         17  welcome Vincent and Maria Perilli on the floor

         18  today.

         19                 Just so everybody is very aware of

         20  this, when Matthew died in the day care center, the

         21  Perilli's contacted my office literally a few days

         22  later, and had one question in mind: How can we

         23  prevent this from happening to any other family. It

         24  was not anger. It was nothing except concern for

         25  other folks to make sure that the death of their
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          2  child didn't ever happen again.

          3                 So, I want to personally thank them

          4  for all of the work they've done to make sure that

          5  we reach today, which is three pieces of

          6  legislation.

          7                 One of the intros today on the day

          8  care legislation requires that the City notify

          9  parents of where they can get the information in

         10  case there's violations that are very egregious.

         11  Serious violations. Violations like not having

         12  enough day care providers per child. Violations like

         13  opening a center without any permits. Those types of

         14  violations are things that every parent deserves the

         15  right to know when they are sending their child to a

         16  day care provider.

         17                 Second, it requires that when a day

         18  care provider gets a violation, that day care center

         19  must also notify parents. They notify them by mail,

         20  they notify them by putting a violation up on the

         21  door of the center. It has to be clear, it has to be

         22  precise and parents have a right to know when a day

         23  care center has a violation that is so egregious.

         24                 Third is a resolution to the State

         25  asking that when they renegotiate the contract,
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          2  asking the City inspectors to investigate and

          3  inspect the City day care, the day care center. Yet,

          4  they also negotiate that there should be a database,

          5  a unified database in the State of New York, so that

          6  every parent could get the information they need in

          7  order to make sure that their day care center is

          8  proper, is efficient and is safe for their child.

          9                 My colleagues, parents will make the

         10  right decisions. We simply need to give them the

         11  information in order to get there.

         12                 I ask all of my colleagues for their

         13  support on this legislation. I want to thank Marcel

         14  and Jackie and Kristin from my staff for their help

         15  on this. Thank you.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         17  Member Barron.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

         19  Madam Chair.

         20                 I want to rise to encourage my

         21  colleagues to vote no for this financial plan for

         22  the Hudson Yards. We're talking about a tax break, a

         23  property tax break for developers, some say to the

         24  tune of $1.3 billion. We're talking about committing

         25  $6 million now for interest, $46 million for '06,
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          2  before we even see the budget.

          3                 We're talking about the Mayor coming

          4  forth talking about $900 million worth of cuts in

          5  programs he's going to propose, and we're going into

          6  a budget time when we struggle for $1 million

          7  sometimes. We couldn't even get $10 million for our

          8  youth to have their summer jobs last time around, we

          9  had to cut that, and now you're talking about giving

         10  up $46 million before you even see the budget. This

         11  is not fiscally prudent. We're making a mistake. We

         12  have more time. I think we should vote down this

         13  plan. We're making a big mistake. When Council

         14  Member Fidler wanted to have a preconsidered plan

         15  before we do anything around the youth. They said

         16  no. We said, no, that that should not happen. And I

         17  think that we should vote no for this. This is a

         18  mistake that we're making, even the Hudson Yard

         19  Plan, people are going to be displaced. We asked

         20  questions about that. There were some questions

         21  about the number of homes, people who have to be

         22  displaced. We also talked about businesses being

         23  displaced. So, I just think that this is not a wise

         24  move for the Council at this time to give these

         25  developers these big property tax breaks after we
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          2  raised the property tax for homeowners, we're going

          3  to give a property tax break for the developers.

          4  This is fiscally not prudent. We need to do the

          5  right thing. Vote the plan down and let's rethink

          6  it.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  Member Fidler.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: First, I want

         10  to commend the Speaker for his recommendation of

         11  Council Members Recchia and Nelson to chair Cultural

         12  Affairs and Small Business. I think they were

         13  inspired choices and I'm proud to vote for that

         14  today.

         15                 This morning I made a bit of a stink

         16  on the Finance Committee of the subject that Charles

         17  just referred to on the Hudson River Yards. And,

         18  frankly, it's not my style to shut up and sit down,

         19  so I'm not going to.

         20                 I am urging everyone to vote no on

         21  Preconsidered Reso 760, and I do that not

         22  necessarily for the reasons that, all of the reasons

         23  that Councilman Barron articulated, because I happen

         24  to think that the work that the Speaker, Council

         25  Members Quinn and Katz and your staff did in
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          2  changing the original financing proposal for the

          3  Hudson River Yards was excellent work, and made a

          4  bad idea much, much, much, better, saved taxpayers a

          5  lot of money.

          6                 In eight days we're going to get a

          7  Preliminary Budget message from the City of New

          8  York, and by voting yes today we're making a

          9  commitment. Perhaps we're not voting the

         10  appropriation, we're making a commitment to spend

         11  $46.2 million on an economic development program for

         12  Manhattan before we find out what the Mayor proposes

         13  to cut.

         14                 Will you feel the same way nine days

         15  from now if he's cutting funds for education or

         16  summer jobs or economic development in the outer

         17  boroughs, or if he wants to pick up the garbage in

         18  Brooklyn and Queens and the Bronx one day a week,

         19  what's the hurry in waiting to see just how cold the

         20  water is?

         21                 The merits of this proposal will be

         22  the same a month from now as they are today.

         23                 When I wanted to cast a resolution

         24  setting the level of summer jobs a month ago, I was

         25  told it's bad government to negotiate that item in a
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          2  vacuum. It's bad government to negotiate this

          3  package in a vacuum. And I think we ought to vote no

          4  today and look at this again in a month in the full

          5  context of the budget of the City of New York.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          7  Member McMahon.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you,

          9  Madam Public Advocate. Before I make my remarks, I

         10  just want to say to Vincent and Maria Perilli how

         11  much we appreciate having you here today. And your

         12  advocacy on behalf of all children after the loss of

         13  your son Matthew is an inspiration to us all. It

         14  certainly I think puts things into perspective for

         15  all of us. And I will certainly be endorsing the

         16  package that you presented to us and I will do so in

         17  memory of your son.

         18                 I rose this afternoon, Madam Public

         19  Advocate, to speak to, as the Speaker said, the

         20  ill-conceived veto of 94-A by the Mayor.

         21                 As everyone knows, the Staten Island

         22  Ferry has been called many things, but certainly

         23  it's the life line of Staten Island. It's the icon

         24  for Staten Island.

         25                 It represents the thousands of
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          2  hard-working men and women who live on Staten Island

          3  and seek to travel to the other boroughs and other

          4  parts of the area, so they can provide a means of

          5  sustenance and money so that their families can go

          6  on and to experience the American dream and the New

          7  York way of life.

          8                 When Staten Island joined the greater

          9  City of New York back in the 1890s, it did so for

         10  one reason, it did it so that it could have a good,

         11  reliable ferry service. Of course we still regret

         12  that vote to this day, however, it shows how

         13  important that ferry service is to us. The ferry

         14  service is our heart and soul.

         15                 And as well all know, 15 months ago

         16  on October 15th, our heart was broken by the

         17  terrible accident. But what that accident showed,

         18  and what this override of this veto shows, is that

         19  the ferry service is important, it requires

         20  attention to detail, it requires reliable service so

         21  that Staten Islanders can safely get to their

         22  appointed destination and get home when their day is

         23  done back to their families.

         24                 I want to thank each and every one of

         25  my colleagues here for their vote for the people of
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          2  Staten Island. Because I know, except for Jim Oddo

          3  and Andrew Lanza, they don't represent Staten

          4  Island, but their vote sends a loud and clear

          5  message that they care about each and every working

          6  class citizen in the City of New York, and if it

          7  takes this override to bring that message home to

          8  the Mayor, then so be it.

          9                 Thank you, my colleagues.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         11                 Council Member Boyland.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Thank you,

         13  Madam Public Advocate.

         14                 I just rise, first of all, to thank

         15  my colleagues, Council Member Recchia, and Mike

         16  Nelson, for their new committee assignments. But

         17  also to the Perilli family, I think your being here

         18  today sends a message to the Administration and to

         19  other parents that what you did was right, what was

         20  done in the day care center was wrong. And these

         21  bills today ensure that families behind you will set

         22  a precedence in families behind you as well, that

         23  the Administration, the Council and the City of New

         24  York was paying attention to your son and we will

         25  make significant changes.
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          2                 I would also like to thank Council

          3  Member Bill DeBlasio, Council Member Katz and the

          4  Administration, for this progressive reform was

          5  needed to make our child care facilities safer. So,

          6  I thank you and our prayers are with you.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Mr. Speaker.

          8                 SPEAKER VALLONE: If I can just have

          9  two minutes as part of the General Order Discussion.

         10  I just want my colleagues to understand that if we

         11  didn't pass this financing plan today, then the

         12  Administration would have the right to finance their

         13  plan the way they originally proposed, which would

         14  cost taxpayers an additional $1.3 billion. And I

         15  appreciate what Councilman Fidler and Councilman

         16  Barron are trying to point out that this is an

         17  important step that we're taking and we should think

         18  about it as carefully as possible. And of course we

         19  want to make sure that what we're not doing is

         20  taking dollars away from programs and services that

         21  this Council stands up and fights for every day.

         22                 But in fact, I believe that by

         23  enacting this different financing mechanism and the

         24  rules that restrict it, what we're actually doing is

         25  making it possible to protect those services down
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          2  the road, because the Mayor's plan would have ended

          3  up costing taxpayers an additional $1.3 billion in

          4  today's dollars, which is an awful lot of day care,

          5  education, senior centers, cultural programming,

          6  summer youth jobs and the like.

          7                 Now, I don't think this Council

          8  should shirk from making an investment that's the

          9  right investment for the future of this City by

         10  making sure that this is a development that is

         11  reflective of the needs of all New Yorkers, and I

         12  want to note that there are no property tax cuts

         13  being enacted for developers.

         14                 There are programs that are in place

         15  that when you help to create affordable housing, so

         16  that in lieu of paying property taxes those dollars

         17  go into affordable housing.

         18                 So, what we have here is a plan that

         19  will create permanent affordable housing, save

         20  taxpayers $1.3 billion and is the right thing to

         21  create jobs and housing opportunities for all New

         22  Yorkers. And I certainly urge my colleagues to vote

         23  for it now, because if we don't vote for it now, the

         24  Administration will go back to their plan which was

         25  far, far inferior.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member DeBlasio.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you. I

          5  just want to remind all my colleagues of how

          6  important a step we are taking today on the child

          7  care issue.

          8                 I wanted to begin by thanking the

          9  Speaker, because under his leadership these last

         10  three years, this Council has regularly and

         11  consistently focused on child care, on improving its

         12  quality and its quantity.

         13                 But we very much needed to very much

         14  turn our attention to improving the safety and the

         15  guarantees for parents. As a parent myself, who has

         16  had children in child care, I know that every day

         17  you think about your child's safety and your child's

         18  needs, and it was so important that this Council

         19  join together to take important action.

         20                 I want to thank in addition to the

         21  Speaker, Council Members Katz, Boyland and Quinn,

         22  all of whom played a key role. And I want to thank

         23  the staff who worked on this, particularly Marcel

         24  Van Ooyen and Jackie Sherman.

         25                 I particularly want to thank the
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          2  Perilli family. As several of my colleagues have

          3  said, and noted the kind of example you have set. I

          4  appreciate your courage. It's not easy to do

          5  anything in public life in this City. It's very hard

          6  when it's the result of tragedy, and you really set

          7  an example for us all and helped us constructively

          8  to move this legislation forward.

          9                 Two of the pieces we're voting on

         10  today I had the honor of sponsoring. One which

         11  improves the quality and quantity of information the

         12  parents can get about child care centers, including

         13  the problems they have experienced.

         14                 Another one which ensures that we as

         15  a body get information we need to provide better

         16  oversight and to really know whether Department of

         17  Health and other agencies are doing all they can do

         18  to protect our children. I think it's been an

         19  extraordinary example of this Council joining

         20  together to really change the priorities of New York

         21  City, because if we weren't putting child care on

         22  the front burner and making it a focus for everyone,

         23  it wouldn't be happening. And every parent knows

         24  this is the thing we need to know most about, what's

         25  happening with our children.
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          2                 And lastly, on another note, I just

          3  want to congratulate my colleagues Oliver Koppell

          4  and Domenic Recchia and Mike Nelson, they are all

          5  going to be wonderful chairs of their new

          6  committees. Thank you.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  Member Yassky.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you. I

         10  rise in support of the West Side redevelopment

         11  items. I think, and I want to thank and congratulate

         12  the Speaker and Council Member Quinn for their

         13  efforts on behalf of all of us. This is a far, far

         14  better plan than was originally proposed.

         15                 Does it have flaws? Of course it

         16  does. But I think were it not for the improvements

         17  made by this Council, it would not have been a plan

         18  worth supporting and it now is.

         19                 So I thank them for that,

         20  particularly in the area of affordable housing.

         21  We're truly today breaking new ground and setting,

         22  establishing a completely new policy for the City of

         23  New York that when there is a major development

         24  project, it will have affordable housing built right

         25  in, in the zoning, and I think that is an enormously
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          2  important precedent, one that I of course hope we

          3  follow in the rezonings to come.

          4                 The one part of this I do want to

          5  flag. As I understand it, the zoning proposal that

          6  we're voting on now prohibits any of the proceeds

          7  from the development fund to be used west of 11th

          8  Avenue. And the reasoning there, I gather, is to

          9  ensure that those funds don't go to pay for the

         10  stadium, the Sports and Entertainment Complex, the

         11  football stadium and convention center. I think that

         12  is terrific and that's a goal I heartily endorse.

         13  I'm glad that that's in there.

         14                 However, as worded, it would also

         15  prohibit any of the development funds from being

         16  used for Hudson River Park. And I think that would

         17  be a worthwhile thing to do. So, I hope that as this

         18  moves further, you can work out a way so that the

         19  development funds will be available for the Hudson

         20  River Park, even if not, for the stadium.

         21                 So, with that one comment, I

         22  congratulate you again, and Chair Katz as well, for

         23  her extraordinary efforts. Thank you.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member Quinn.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Thank you.

          3                 I rise to urge my colleagues to vote

          4  in support of the Hudson Yards rezoning today, both

          5  the Land Use items and the financing mechanism.

          6                 First, though, before I explain why,

          7  I want to very much thank Melinda Katz, Chair of the

          8  Land Use Committee, for doing an unbelievable amount

          9  of work on this project, basically her whole holiday

         10  season. And I basically want to thank the Chair of

         11  the Subcommittee, Council Member Avella and Council

         12  Member Weprin, Chair of the Finance Committee, and

         13  all of the Finance and Land Use staff who worked

         14  incredibly hard to come up with this deal.

         15                 You know, when the City first

         16  announced the Hudson Yards rezoning, they said it

         17  would create affordable housing. They had absolutely

         18  no mechanism to do that. And eventually, after a lot

         19  of pressure from the Council and the neighborhood,

         20  they came up with a mechanism. But it was not a good

         21  mechanism. It was an insufficient mechanism. At best

         22  it got us to 16 percent housing that any guarantee

         23  that they could occur and none of it really was

         24  permanently affordable. But today, after our work,

         25  we are looking at a rezoning that creates a historic
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          2  amount of affordable housing. Twenty-eight percent

          3  of the units generated will be affordable, and of

          4  that 3,400, 3,000 will be permanently affordable.

          5  We're using the 80/20 program and inclusionary

          6  zoning in a way we have never done before.

          7                 By doing that, as well as extending

          8  the anti-harassment provisions of the Clinton

          9  Special District, we will make sure that Hell's

         10  Kitchen remains the vibrant terrific neighborhood

         11  that it is. But we will also through up-zoning allow

         12  the businesses in our City that need more office

         13  space, that need larger floor prints to expand West

         14  4th, and allow the Central Business District the

         15  growth that the business community has clearly

         16  demonstrated that it needs.

         17                 You know, there has been concern

         18  today about the financing mechanism. It's important

         19  to note what the Speaker said, that without our

         20  vote, old, very irresponsible financing would go

         21  through. But it's also important to note, just in

         22  closing, that these rezoning will pay for itself and

         23  eventually bring more money into the City's coffers,

         24  which will be a better deal for the taxpayers.

         25                 And lastly, just to underscore what

                                                            60

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  the Speaker said, there are no tax breaks in this.

          3  The only tax breaks that can even be looked at are

          4  some designed to facilitate affordable housing. This

          5  is a good deal for the neighborhood and the City,

          6  one that will not in any way help bring the West

          7  Side Stadium, which I oppose, and I urge you all to

          8  vote aye.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         10  Council member.

         11                 Council Member Brewer.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

         13  much. Representing the district just north of the

         14  Hudson Yards and north of Chelsea Clinton, I rise to

         15  support the coupling of and support for the Land Use

         16  and the Finance.

         17                 Despite the very articulate words and

         18  concern of Council Member Lew Fidler, as articulated

         19  in the meeting this morning, and I think something

         20  for us to pay attention to in the future, I do think

         21  that the reason having been stated by my colleagues,

         22  reasons to vote and to couple and to make sure that

         23  it happens today.

         24                 I want to mention that the Community

         25  Board 4 and the people from the neighborhood have
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          2  put in the same kind of time that the staff here,

          3  and have developed an expertise that I hope can be

          4  used, as Council Member Yassky suggested, elsewhere,

          5  and we're talking about zoning and affordable

          6  housing.

          7                 This is a program that does cost a

          8  lot of money, but if you look at what it cost to

          9  build affordable housing in our City, it is not a

         10  huge amount that 46.2 million, and it in fact could

         11  be thought of as an affordable housing program in FY

         12  2006.

         13                 And as was stated earlier by Council

         14  Member Quinn, the 16 billion over the next 30 years,

         15  does add up to money that can be used for the

         16  programs that we care about so desperately.

         17                 So, I support the concept and

         18  congratulate everybody for thinking outside of the

         19  box, and hope we can do so in the future.

         20                 Thank you.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         22  Member Oddo.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you. I

         24  know it's been very cold out the last 48 hours, but

         25  Hell must have frozen over, because Fidler and
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          2  Barron actually agreed on something today.

          3                 On a much more serious note, let me

          4  just say to Council Members DeBlasio and Katz,

          5  Chairwoman Quinn, for having a hearing.  And to the

          6  Perilli family, I want to thank you for your work on

          7  the day care issue.

          8                 If you look at my home Borough of

          9  Staten Island, the number of day care centers has

         10  grown exponentially since 1997 and we need them,

         11  obviously, but we want to make sure everyone is

         12  safe, so we thank you for that.

         13                 A lot of our constituents and a lot

         14  of Staten Island residents have come up to Mike

         15  McMahon, Andy Lanza and I over the last several

         16  weeks, and a lot of you, my colleagues, have come up

         17  to us and asked about the opposition to this ferry

         18  bill, and you have said to us that it doesn't seem

         19  to make a whole lot of sense to you from a public

         20  policy and frankly from a political point of view

         21  and you wanted to know what you thought our

         22  rationale, if we could explain the rationale from

         23  across the hall.

         24                 We have been told that there's no

         25  money, there's no money for Rossville Fire House, no
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          2  money for school nurses in our public schools,

          3  there's no money for nighttime and rushhour service.

          4  I think there's another reason. I think that this

          5  opposition reflects a lack of awareness and

          6  appreciation for what the Staten Island Ferry is. I

          7  think there's a fundamental misunderstanding across

          8  the hall for what the Staten Island Ferry is.

          9                 This is not the Love Boat. This is a

         10  vital transportation link. And I want to thank

         11  Council Member McMahon for his leadership on this

         12  issue, and Council Member Lanza, and I want to thank

         13  the Speaker, and I want to thank each and every one

         14  of you for voting on something that probably doesn't

         15  affect a lot of your constituents, but is important

         16  to us. We will not forget your support. Thank you.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  Member Gerson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you,

         20  Madam Public Advocate.

         21                 I first of all want to join my

         22  colleagues in thanking the Perilli family for the

         23  courageousness and generosity of your spirit, due to

         24  your efforts. Our Council will ensure the safety of

         25  future young children of this City.
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          2                 Thank you very, very much.

          3                 As representative of the district, it

          4  includes the Manhattan side of the Staten Island

          5  Ferry, I want to join my colleagues in supporting

          6  the override of the ferry bill to assure adequate

          7  late night service, adequate service around the

          8  clock. We understand this is a show of solidarity to

          9  our fellow New Yorkers of Staten Island, but the

         10  Staten Island Ferry is important to all of us, I

         11  want you to know, including those of us on the

         12  Manhattan side. It's an integral part of what makes

         13  our City great, and of our transportation

         14  infrastructure, and I join you for all the reasons

         15  you stated.

         16                 I would just add one thing to Council

         17  Member Oddo. You take the ferry at midnight with

         18  that beautiful skyline in view, it sometimes could

         19  very well be the Love Boat, having done that myself,

         20  and I won't go into details on that on the record.

         21                 But, finally, Madam Public Advocate,

         22  as also representing the district to the South of

         23  the Hudson Yards district, I join my colleagues, and

         24  thank Council Member Quinn, Council Members Quinn

         25  and Katz and Weprin and our Speaker, for their work
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          2  and support of the Hudson Yards bill. I don't need

          3  to reiterate all the argumentation and support. I

          4  just want to underscore and emphasize, 28 percent

          5  affordable housing, if every development had that,

          6  our housing crisis would be significantly reduced,

          7  if not eliminated.

          8                 And secondly, the permanent

          9  affordable housing, the permanency, 3,000 out of

         10  like 3,500, in a few weeks, that is unprecedented.

         11  In a few weeks hopefully this Council will be

         12  considering legislation to rescue expiring Mitchell

         13  Lama and Section 8 affordable housing built 20 or 30

         14  years ago, if we did then what we're doing now to

         15  make it permanent, we wouldn't need that

         16  legislation.

         17                 This is great for housing, and it's

         18  great for our City. Thank you.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         20  Council member.

         21                 Council Member James.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: I stand today

         23  to congratulate my sister, Councilwoman Quinn, in

         24  this project.

         25                 I'm sort of jealous of her today. I'm
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          2  jealous of her today because she was able to play an

          3  instrumental role in the biggest development project

          4  in her district.

          5                 I'm jealous of her today because she

          6  was able to decouple and divorce the stadium from

          7  this project.

          8                 I'm jealous of her today because she

          9  was able to reduce density in her district.

         10                 I'm jealous of her today because she

         11  was able to increase the amount of affordable

         12  housing in her district.

         13                 And although 28 percent is clearly

         14  not enough, clearly we need to do more to increase

         15  affordable housing, and we need to ensure that any

         16  rezoning that goes forth from this point on, that

         17  there is a requirement that they build affordable

         18  housing, particularly as it relates to the

         19  Williamsburg community, and particularly as it

         20  relates to the Atlantic Yards Project, if it should

         21  go forward.

         22                 Williamsburg Project, they're talking

         23  about they would like 40 percent of affordable

         24  housing, and I hope that one day we will stand

         25  before you and vote on a 40 percent inclusionary
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          2  zoning for that district. And I hope that if in fact

          3  Atlantic Yards goes forward, that it goes forward

          4  subject to ULURP, that it goes forward with some

          5  involvement from local elected officials, because as

          6  of right now, it does not. And it is the biggest

          7  development project in the City of New York.

          8                 So, I stand today to congratulate

          9  you, Councilwoman Quinn, on all that you have done,

         10  and hope that one day I can stand in your shoes and

         11  play a role in the largest development project in my

         12  district.

         13                 And as you know, at this point in

         14  time, I am nothing but on the sidelines, looking in

         15  at the developer, and looking in on other developers

         16  who are at the table.

         17                 So, I congratulate you. I hope that

         18  you will join me in my fight to get the Atlantic

         19  Yards Project subject to ULURP.

         20                 I would hope that you would join me

         21  and all of my colleagues, in making the biggest

         22  development project in Brooklyn allowing us to play

         23  a role in reshaping Brooklyn. Thank you very much.

         24                 Congratulations, Christine.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing
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          2  nobody else, Report of Special Committees.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

          5  Standing Committees.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          7  Committee on Finance.

          8                 Preconsidered Reso. 760.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         11  Committee on General Welfare.

         12                 Intro. 473-A.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: 475-A.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 516-A.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 522-A.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         21  Committee on Land Use.

         22                 Intro. 403-B.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

         24  over.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LUs 323, 324,
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          2  325 and 326.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: And 327.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: 327, 328, 329.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Approved with

          6  modifications and referred to City Planning

          7  Commission.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 330 and

          9  companion Reso 774.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

         11  Order Calendar.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 334, 335,

         13  336, 337 -- 357, I'm sorry.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Approved with

         15  modifications, referred to City Planning Commission.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 360 and

         17  companion 775.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 362 and

         20  companion Reso 776.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 364 and

         23  companion Reso 777.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 370 and
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          2  companion Reso 778.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 374 and

          5  companion Reso 779.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 375 and

          8  companion Reso 780.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         11  Committee on Rules, Privileges And Elections.

         12                 Preconsidered Reso 781.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         15  Committee on Transportation.

         16                 Intro. 94-A.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 416.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         21  Order Calendar.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 127-A.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 323 and

         25  Companion Reso 782.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 324 and

          4  companion Reso 783.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 325 and

          7  companion Reso 784.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 326 and

         10  companion Reso 785.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 327 and

         13  companion Reso 786.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 328 and

         16  companion Reso 787.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 329 and

         19  companion Reso 788.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 334 and

         22  companion Reso 789.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 335 and

         25  companion Reso 790.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 336 and

          4  companion Reso 791.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 357 and

          7  companion Reso 759.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution

         10  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         12                 Okay, at this point I would ask the

         13  clerk to call the roll on all items coupled on the

         14  roll call.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Concerning

         16  Intro. 94-A, regarding the Staten Island Ferry

         17  Service, shall the bill pass the objection of the

         18  Mayor notwithstanding?

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         21  very much. I want to vote aye on all, including any

         22  resolutions. Thank you.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: I vote aye on

          5  all.

          6                 Are we doing preconsidered 781 now?

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: I abstain on

          9  781.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I vote no on

         12  preconsidered Reso 760, no on LU 324, 325, 326, 327,

         13  328, 334, 329, 335, 336 and 357.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: How are you

         15  voting?

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on

         17  everything else.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Madam Chair,

         24  may I be excused to explain my vote?

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: I just really

          3  wanted to extend congratulations to Chairman

          4  DeBlasio and my colleagues who have been so studious

          5  in making sure that the child care protection clause

          6  and package that we put together and are passing

          7  today have come to fruition, and I'd like to also

          8  thank the Perilli family for being a part of making

          9  this happen in our City and being as courageous as

         10  you have been, in stepping forward in light of your

         11  son's tragic death.

         12                 I want to say to my colleagues that I

         13  will remember this day and this package, and the

         14  package of Matthew's laws, and I hope that we will

         15  all hold this day in remembrance of him.

         16                 Let me also congratulate Council

         17  Member Christine Quinn for her stewardship over this

         18  Hudson Yards Project.

         19                 I've watched her work and I've

         20  watched her work with our very able staff, and most

         21  of all I was appreciative of how she really looked

         22  out for our entire City, because this project will

         23  set a precedent for our entire City in this

         24  development, and in the context of her constituency.

         25  I thought she did an excellent job, and I'd like to
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          2  congratulate you.

          3                 And then to vote aye on all, Madam

          4  Chair.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye on all,

         14  and I'd like to be excused to vote on all the Land

         15  Use Call-Ups. Aye.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Madam Public

         19  Advocate, may I be briefly excused to beat my dead

         20  horse?

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: The rules of

         23  the Council don't permit me during the General Order

         24  time to respond to the comments that were made by

         25  the proponents of Reso 760 of the Speaker and
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          2  Council Member Quinn, and I want to be emphatically

          3  clear. The affordable housing components that are

          4  accomplished by the negotiation are great, great

          5  things.

          6                 I just heard Council Member Oddo say

          7  that the Administration says there's no money for

          8  school nurses, no money for the ferry, all right?

          9  And in next in eight days from now we may find out

         10  that there are no money, there is no money for kids.

         11  Tomorrow the Administration, in all likelihood, is

         12  going to have to explain why after school programs

         13  in the City of New York, are going to be reduced by

         14  25,000 kids. Why are we making this single budget

         15  decision in a vacuum? Why is economic development on

         16  the West Side of Manhattan, which by the way will

         17  not return 46.2 million dollars in next year's

         18  revenue stream, no way, no how, why is that being

         19  singled out today? Why not summer jobs? Why not

         20  reducing class size? Why not economic development in

         21  Queens?

         22                 It's wrong. It shouldn't happen.

         23                 Maybe a month from now when we find

         24  out the state we're in financially in this City we

         25  can say, yes, let's go ahead with this initiative,
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          2  it was a good idea. And it is a good idea, if we can

          3  afford it. But first I want to know that my senior

          4  centers are staying open, that my garbage is being

          5  picked up, that the ferry is going to run on time,

          6  that classes are going to be reduced in size, and in

          7  all schools in the City, those things are all

          8  relevant, not just because this is west side

          9  development in Manhattan, economic development in

         10  Manhattan, and that's why I vote no on preconsidered

         11  Reso 760 and aye on everything else.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I vote yes on

         22  all. And I request unanimous consent to vote yes on

         23  all Land Use Call-Ups.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: And may I have
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          2  just one moment to expand, Madam Public Advocate?

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I just want to

          5  offer my condolences to the Perilli family and thank

          6  you for your courage in coming in here today, and

          7  also your courage you've shown in the past few

          8  months. From your courage we all gain strength from

          9  that and I'm proud of what we're doing here today in

         10  these introductions. Thank you for being here.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: May I be

         13  excused to explain my vote?

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you.

         16                 I wanted to say that I stand up to

         17  support everything that my colleague Lew Fidler said

         18  with respects to all of the issues and concerns, as

         19  far as funding for our schools and all the other

         20  programs that we fight for on a continuous basis.

         21                 But I do know that Christine Quinn,

         22  my colleague a little further south from where I

         23  reside, is looking after her constituents and doing

         24  a damn good job on their behalf, and I respect her

         25  and I respect all my colleagues, especially the
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          2  Chair of the Land Use, Melinda Katz, and the

          3  Speaker, and the Mayor's people that have come up

          4  with a deal that's good for New York City.

          5                 So, considering that, I do hope and

          6  expect that the primary bread and butter issues that

          7  affect all of the constituents that I represent,

          8  such as affordable housing, health care, schools,

          9  garbage being picked up, all of those things, summer

         10  jobs, are being taken care of.

         11                 If not, we're all going to pay.

         12                 So, Mr. Speaker, and Mr. Mayor, and

         13  everybody else, when it comes down to taking care of

         14  our children and our seniors, let's make that a top

         15  priority, and where there is a will, there will be a

         16  way.

         17                 I vote aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: To explain my

         24  vote, Madam Public Advocate?

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Just to comment

          3  on some of the things that were said today.

          4                 First of all, I'd like to thank many

          5  of my colleagues for the support that they have

          6  shown --

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

          8  please.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: -- Throughout

         10  this entire process.

         11                 Second, as far as the money issues

         12  go, and I understand that we need to work on day

         13  care and we need to have money for schools and all

         14  of the things that we need to provide our

         15  constituents, but the fact of the matter is, Madam

         16  Public Advocate, as a New York City Council Member,

         17  I think it is my obligation and my duty to look to

         18  the future of this City. And we need to know where

         19  to invest our money. We need to make sure that our

         20  generation that comes after us is fiscally

         21  responsible, and make sure that we can provide the

         22  services to them, as well as we're providing it for

         23  our children today.

         24                 So, I do believe that this is

         25  fiscally prudent for the City. I think the original
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          2  application was not. The way that the Speaker and

          3  the Committees all negotiated a $1.3 billion savings

          4  to the City of New York while encouraging 25 million

          5  square feet of commercial development is going to be

          6  an asset to the future generations of this City, and

          7  quite honestly, also to the generation that's here

          8  today to enjoy it.

          9                 Second, I'd like to point out that

         10  not one dollar of this money is going towards the

         11  stadium. Not only is not one dollar going towards

         12  the stadium, but because of Council Member Quinn's

         13  negotiation and the Land Use negotiation on Friday

         14  night before this bill was passed, not even a dollar

         15  will go towards a tunnel or a bridge to the stadium

         16  or to the Javits Center. So, all of this money will

         17  stay and be utilized exactly the way the Council

         18  intended on it.

         19                 Third, on day care, I would once

         20  again like to thank the Perilli's for being here

         21  today. I'd also like to call upon the State of New

         22  York to make the same changes and make the same

         23  protections for parents in the State as we have done

         24  today for the City of New York.

         25                 This legislation is good. It is a
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          2  good first step.  To the future of the entire State

          3  day care centers, we need to make sure that the

          4  State takes the same responsibilities that we have

          5  today, and make sure the parents are aware of

          6  violations against them.

          7                 Finally, I'd like to thank Jane,

          8  Kristen, on my staff for all of the work, as you

          9  noticed, we have a lot of things on the calendar

         10  today, for all the work they've done up to today.

         11                 I vote aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Permission to

         18  explain my vote?

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Sometimes it's

         21  amazing for me to see how people question leadership

         22  when leadership should not be questioned. But when

         23  leadership should be questioned, then they don't

         24  question that.

         25                 Today is a day in which the Speaker
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          2  of this House has demonstrated leadership in regard

          3  of the well-being of this entire City, making a

          4  decision that would not only make sure that we could

          5  replenish the amount of affordable housing that we

          6  desperately need, but also give an incredible

          7  injection to the economy of this City that is

          8  lethally important to take care of.

          9                 Today, I believe that what we're

         10  witnessing is a way in which an application was put

         11  forward in this body that did not have the

         12  appropriate amount of affordable housing attached to

         13  that project. And we have seen that project develop

         14  into coming, into an incredible rose. Thank you to

         15  the gardener, Mr. Speaker. You produced beautiful

         16  flowers. And here we are looking at something that

         17  all of us should be happy about it. I do not agree

         18  some time with the way that we bring the message,

         19  but I am not going to kill the messenger or the

         20  message when the message is good.

         21                 This plan is good. We should vote for

         22  it. We should approve it. And we should not bank on

         23  the fear of people, but in the hope of people. We

         24  should not speak about what we not going to have,

         25  therefore, destroy this project, because we're not
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          2  going to have enough money for the school of the

          3  children of this City. We will have the money and we

          4  will have affordable housing.

          5                 I vote aye, and congratulations to

          6  Council Member Christine Quinn, Council Member

          7  Katz.  And Mr. Speaker, go, boy.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Permission

         10  to explain my vote?

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: I will not

         13  say "go, boy" to the Speaker, but I want to commend

         14  him.

         15                 I want to commend the Speaker, and

         16  especially, as I said at the Committee hearing, the

         17  full Land Use Committee hearing, I wanted to commend

         18  Council Member Quinn.

         19                 Council Member Quinn has demonstrated

         20  tremendous leadership and has set an example for all

         21  of us and for future members and for future

         22  activists in the area of affordable housing. She has

         23  taught us how to negotiate when we speak about

         24  affordable housing and zoning in our community, to

         25  ensure that we guarantee affordable housing in our
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          2  community.

          3                 I also want to commend the leadership

          4  of our chair, Melinda Katz, who has always kept us

          5  up to date and informed at the negotiation, and

          6  helped us to understand that one thing had nothing

          7  to do with the other. And today I proudly vote for a

          8  project that will guarantee additional affordable

          9  housing and economic development for the entire City

         10  of New York, not a project that has nothing to do

         11  with the people and the affordable housing and the

         12  issues that we care so much about.

         13                 Today I vote proudly aye on all on

         14  the agenda.

         15                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: I request

         18  leave to explain my vote, Madam Public Advocate.

         19                 And just regarding the vote on

         20  overriding the veto on 94-A, what we do with this

         21  vote is that we right a wrong. On Saturday morning

         22  now, if you want to get to Manhattan from New

         23  Jersey, you wait every 15 minutes. If you want to

         24  come from Westchester or beyond, you can get a train

         25  every 14 minutes. If you want to come from the rest
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          2  of the City, it's every six minutes, except from

          3  Staten Island it's an hour.

          4                 And my colleague Jim Oddo is right,

          5  that the ferry is not the Love Boat. However, I fear

          6  that if Mayor Bloomberg litigates this matter now

          7  and does not respect the unanimous voice of

          8  representatives of the 8 million people of the City

          9  of New York and litigates this matter, that the

         10  ferry may very well become his political Titanic, at

         11  least with regards to the voters of Staten Island.

         12                 It has been a long voyage to get to

         13  this point, and Chairman, Andrew and myself and

         14  Speaker Miller, and all those who voted on this, are

         15  really carrying the last leg of the relay race that

         16  began 40 years ago by community activists, and I

         17  want to recognize some of them up there, the Ferry

         18  Riders Committee, the St. Ship Civic Association

         19  (phonetic) and others who have come out time and

         20  again, hearing and demonstration, and lent their

         21  voice led by Mr. Maracoombs, going out at night,

         22  collecting data and evidence and bringing forth this

         23  issue so that we can now stand here and say to the

         24  Mayor that people have spoken. On May 20th of this

         25  year we expect to see the increased service.
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          2                 I also want to point out that there

          3  is on the calendar today very important Land Use

          4  Matters in Manhattan. There is also in Staten Island

          5  a downzoning of over 1,200 lots that is critical to

          6  the people in that neighborhood, and I want to

          7  commend the Clove Lake Civic Association, my

          8  co-applicants. They're the lead applicants, I'm a

          9  co-applicant on that, and to thank them and to Jim

         10  Oddo and Andrew Lanza for their support on that

         11  matter as well. And I proudly today, with my arms

         12  around all my colleagues from the rest of the City

         13  of New York for standing up for the people of Staten

         14  Island, I proudly vote yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Permission

         17  to explain my vote, Madam Chair?

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Let me say

         20  first and foremost, congratulations to Council

         21  Member Quinn for being an effective advocate for her

         22  district and for our City and to the Chair of Land

         23  Use, Melinda Katz, and to the Land Use Committee,

         24  the staff, that has done so much work with regard to

         25  this rezoning and to our Speaker, also a salute.
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          2                 I had originally a major concern with

          3  this rezoning, much of which appears to have been

          4  resolved. I vote in favor of the rezoning with still

          5  some concerns regarding the issues that were raised

          6  with regards to the maintenance workers going

          7  forward, and with the assurances from both the City

          8  Council and the Administration that there will be a

          9  truly effective and aggressive response to the lack

         10  of MWBE opportunities for our communities and

         11  communities of color.

         12                 Thank you very much. Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Madam

         15  Public Advocate, may I have permission to vote on

         16  the Land Use Call-Ups?

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Thank you.

         19                 I vote aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: May I be

         24  excused to explain my vote?

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: I would like to

          3  echo the comments that my colleagues made,

          4  congratulating the Speaker, Council Member Quinn,

          5  Katz, Annabel and all the hard work around the

          6  Hudson Yards rezoning. I think, too, this is a great

          7  package that we was able to obtain for the City of

          8  New York and the residents of Manhattan and across

          9  the City.

         10                 I would like to vote aye on all items

         11  on the agenda with the exception of 781, which I'm

         12  going to abstain.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: I vote yes

         15  on all, with the exception of Preconsidered Reso

         16  781, I vote no.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: I want to add

         19  my voice to those, recognizing the tremendous work

         20  of the Perilli family and all they've done to help

         21  focus government on the important need to children

         22  in day care after the terrible tragedy that their

         23  family suffered. I want to thank them very much.

         24                 I also want to again just thank

         25  Chairpersons Katz, Avella and Weprin for all of
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          2  their work on Hudson Yards and all of the staff of

          3  really the Speaker's Office and Finance and Land Use

          4  who put in countless hours in making this project a

          5  much, much better deal for my neighborhood and the

          6  City, and I vote aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Can I be excused

         11  to explain my vote?

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you.

         14                 I also want to send my thank you and

         15  best wishes to the Perilli family.

         16                 I think that what we're seeing

         17  accomplished today is part of the one element of

         18  enormous amount of real work that this Council does

         19  on a day-to-day basis, and using the authority that

         20  the Charter of the City of New York gives us to not

         21  just say no and to grandstand, but to roll up our

         22  sleeves and to really create something that is

         23  positive for just not only our constituents who we

         24  have to go back to to get reelected, but also for

         25  the City, and to do it in a manner that says that we
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          2  are looking to accomplish positives and not just to

          3  stand on negatives.

          4                 The thing that is remarkable to me

          5  about my colleague Christine Quinn, with due respect

          6  to everybody else, is she seemed to pull this off

          7  without slowing down on the six or seven hearings of

          8  the Health Committee she chairs, every one. And as a

          9  member of that Committee, I must say we were hoping

         10  that would slow her down, but it didn't. She's

         11  really accomplished quite a bit and I'm very proud

         12  to be supportive, not only of what she's done in

         13  terms of senior, permanent housing rather, but

         14  especially the issue of women and people of color

         15  getting jobs in this City.

         16                 We vote over and over again, these

         17  Land Use issues come up, and, you know, I'm trying

         18  to be careful of what I say here, but they fill the

         19  Chamber with people for our hearings and then I

         20  watch them all run to get on the Long Island

         21  Railroad.

         22                 They're not people who live in the

         23  City of New York. Everybody should have a decent

         24  living, but we cannot continue to see the projects

         25  and the jobs that we spend our money on rewarding
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          2  people who are not only living here, but don't even

          3  pay a commuter tax anymore.

          4                 So, I think that's an element of this

          5  that we should also be proud of the work that we've

          6  done and I'm delighted to be able to vote aye on all

          7  today.

          8                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         11  Congratulations to Council Member Quinn.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Permission to

         14  explain my vote?

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: I do want to

         17  congratulate all of the people involved, Council

         18  Member Quinn comes quickly to mind, and, of course,

         19  the Chair.

         20                 Although this particular exercise

         21  that we're doing is one that will go down in

         22  history, this is a changing of New York, it's a very

         23  historic moment. I do have some concerns over what

         24  do we need by affordable housing, housing for who?

         25  We need to work on those things, however, and go a
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          2  step further, we need to make sure that New Yorkers,

          3  all New Yorkers had an even playing field in going

          4  for these jobs. Those things being said, the good in

          5  this outweighs the bad, and I vote yes to all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Permission to

         12  explain my vote?

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: I want to

         15  first thank the leadership for being so stalwart in

         16  bringing the child care to the front, forefront.

         17  However, I feel that we should have at least,

         18  working also taking care of those people, take care

         19  of these children and make sure that they have some

         20  sort of a good salary.

         21                 Also, I want to thank Council Member

         22  Katz and Council Member Quinn for their leadership,

         23  and hope that this year can be a stronger year in

         24  terms of bringing affordable housing for our members

         25  in our district. Thank you.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Madam Chair,

          6  may I be excused to prevent me further from beating

          7  his dead horse?

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Let me just

         10  quickly respond to that charge. There's something

         11  called the Land Use calendar, and if we don't vote

         12  today and do what we're doing, we lose the chance to

         13  change the financing, therefore, the City would lose

         14  $1.3 billion and that would pay for a lot of summer

         15  jobs. So, that's why we act today and we don't wait

         16  any further.

         17                 Let me just say to the Perilli

         18  family, I would like to salute you for your

         19  remarkable bravery, and we are here to help you in

         20  your quest to ensure that no one else is forced to

         21  endure the loss that you have --

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         23  please. I can't hear him.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: So, thank you

         25  very much for all you have done. And I vote aye on
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          2  all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: I'd like to

          9  get permission to vote aye on also all Land Use

         10  Call-Ups.

         11                 And I vote aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Permission to

         14  explain my vote?

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I want to

         17  thank Council Member DeBlasio and Council Member

         18  Katz for their work regarding child welfare in

         19  dealing with trying to protect and close loopholes

         20  to prevent what happened to this family from

         21  happening to anyone else in this City.

         22                 Clearly, we have to be as advocates

         23  to this City to try to do whatever we can to prevent

         24  another child from needlessly dying.

         25                 I also want to again thank Council
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          2  Member Katz and Council Member Quinn for their work

          3  on the Hudson Yards, and everything that they've

          4  done along with the Speaker's Office and the

          5  leadership to put a package together.

          6                 It's clear that we need to do these

          7  things now. We're saving the City money.

          8                 But I also want to thank the

          9  membership of this body for always being

         10  deliberative. We have shown that this body is

         11  deliberative. We have shown that this body is

         12  willing to take on issues and discuss them in an

         13  open manner. We have shown that this body is capable

         14  of looking at all issues to find out all the merits

         15  and demerits of an issue and be able to articulate

         16  them in a positive manner, with passion, with

         17  action, with understanding and with knowledge. And I

         18  hope that today has set the tone for open

         19  deliberation for the course of the year. I'm proud

         20  the way, and the decorum that the members handled

         21  themselves in deliberations today, even though they

         22  were long and heated, but positive and focused on

         23  issues and not personality. They were focused on

         24  substance and not problems. They were not trying to

         25  do anything but air out all of the aspects of an
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          2  issue so that our constituents could understand and

          3  the City could understand them, and I hope that in

          4  the future we always have this type of positive

          5  discourse because this is an activist body, a group

          6  of activists that are here as Council members to

          7  fight for the City.

          8                 I vote aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  If I may be

         13  excused to explain my vote?

         14                 Thank you very much. I would like to

         15  vote aye on all issues on today's general order

         16  calendar, with the exception of preconsidered

         17  Resolution 781. I abstain on that one. Thank you

         18  very much, Madam Chair.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: If I could be excused

         21  briefly to beat Council Member Fidler's dead horse

         22  for a moment. I just want to say this, that I

         23  understand the concerns that Council Member Fidler

         24  raised and I respect them. And this is a major

         25  decision that we're making today. We're making a
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          2  decision to invest in the future of the City of New

          3  York. We're making a decision that I think in the

          4  long run will make this a structurally much more

          5  sound City --

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

          7  please.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER:-- By ensuring that we

          9  develop West Midtown in a way that, yes, respects

         10  the community, yes, makes sure that every part of

         11  the City benefits through affordable housing and

         12  jobs, but also in a way that will in the long run

         13  bring in significant additional tax revenue, more

         14  than we're investing. But let's remember that the

         15  bill for the financing that we're passing today is

         16  our bill, not the Mayor's. So, if we wait for the

         17  Mayor to put out his proposal, the Mayor didn't want

         18  this. The Mayor wanted to spend an extra $1.3

         19  billion in taxpayer money.

         20                 The Mayor didn't want to have

         21  restrictions so that he could still use the money

         22  for the stadium. The Mayor wanted the old financing

         23  plan. This is our new financing plan, so we can't

         24  wait three weeks to see what his proposal is to hold

         25  it over his head, because if we did that, then he'd

                                                            99

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  be able to go ahead with his old financing plan,

          3  which was not as good for taxpayers of this City, it

          4  would have given him greater freedom to be able to

          5  invest it in a stadium that many of us don't believe

          6  in, and which would have been wrong.

          7                 So, this is not a matter of us

          8  waiting and having greater leverage, this is a

          9  matter of us using the leverage that we have in the

         10  end to strike a better deal for our taxpayers and

         11  our constituents in every part of the City, because

         12  we all pay those taxes, and those $1.3 billion that

         13  we're saving helps the Bronx, it helps Manhattan, it

         14  helps Queens. Yes, it helps Staten Island, Jimmy

         15  Oddo, and it helps Manhattan as well. It helps the

         16  whole City.  By making an investment in the longrun,

         17  we're going to reap considerable award by making

         18  that investment, and doing it in a way that helps

         19  every community. I proudly vote aye.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

         21  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

         22  vote of 47 in the affirmative, zero in the negative,

         23  zero abstentions, with the exception of

         24  Preconsidered Resolution 781, which was adopted by a

         25  vote of 43 in the affirmative, two in the negative

                                                            100

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  and two abstentions, and preconsidered Resolution

          3  760, which is adopted by a vote of 45 in the

          4  affirmative, two in the negative, zero abstentions;

          5  and LU 323, and Resolution 782 through LU 336 and

          6  Reso 791, which is adopted by a vote of 46 in the

          7  affirmative, one in the negative zero abstentions;

          8  and LU 357 and Reso 759, which is adopted by a vote

          9  of 46 in the affirmative, one negative and zero

         10  abstentions.

         11                 The revised Land Use Call-Up vote is,

         12  47 in the affirmative, zero in the negative.

         13                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: All items are

         15  referred to the Committee as indicated on the

         16  schedule.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         18  of Resolutions.

         19                 Seeing nobody, Resolutions.

         20  Resolution 757.

         21                 All in favor?

         22                 Opposed?

         23                 Adopted.

         24                 General Discussion.

         25                 Council Member Gennaro.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Madam Public

          3  Advocate, thank you.

          4                 I just want to bring to my

          5  colleague's attention a package of environmental

          6  bills that are being put forward today. There is

          7  Intro. 545 by Council Member Recchia, and Speaker

          8  Miller, about recycled content.

          9                 Intro. 544 by Council Member Quinn,

         10  having to do with hazardous substances.

         11                 Intro. 546, Council Member Vallone,

         12  and green power bill.

         13                 Intro. 536, one of my bills on energy

         14  efficient products.

         15                 And Intro. 534 by Council Member

         16  DeBlasio and myself, about creating an office of

         17  environmental purchasing. And these are very

         18  important bills and we'd appreciate support on this

         19  very important package of bills. It's 534, 536, 537,

         20  544, 545, and 546. Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         22  Member James.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: I'd like to

         24  bring to the attention of my colleagues, Resolution

         25  769.
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          2                 In 2003, Brooklyn Hospital closed its

          3  inpatient unit. In addition, St. Mary's Hospital

          4  closed its OBGYN clinic. And most recently, on

          5  October 21st, 2004, Interfaith Medical Center closed

          6  six clinics in Central Brooklyn.

          7                 I bring to you the attention of the

          8  shortage of health care providers in Central

          9  Brooklyn in declaring that Central Brooklyn be

         10  designated as a medically underserved community.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         12  please.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: May I get some

         14  attention, Madam Public Advocate?

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Please be

         16  more considerate of your colleague. Thank you.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Thank you. A

         18  recent profile indicated that Central Brooklyn was

         19  one of three City neighborhoods most in need of

         20  health care services.

         21                 And most recently it has indicated

         22  that compared to 41 other New York City

         23  neighborhoods, Central Brooklyn Neighborhoods were

         24  below in average in ten health care categories:

         25  General health, maternal and health and child care,
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          2  infectious diseases, pneumonia, influenza, HIV and

          3  AIDS, chronic diseases, heart disease, diabetes,

          4  lung disease, cancer, you name it, we need it.

          5                 At this point in time, I would ask my

          6  colleagues to join me in Reso 769 in designating

          7  Central Brooklyn as a medically underserved

          8  community, and ask that we address the health care

          9  needs in Central Brooklyn.

         10                 I'm also asking my colleagues to join

         11  on to 768, which promotes the Fast Track Training

         12  Program, which is aimed at addressing the needs of

         13  laid off workers. It aims at addressing the needs of

         14  individuals who seek to be retrained. It aims at the

         15  needs of addressing the high rate of unemployment

         16  within African American and Caribbean communities.

         17  It aims at addressing the minimal work experience

         18  for those who have dropped out of school, and it

         19  seeks to promote activities for entry level

         20  positions.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time,

         22  Council member.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: I would ask all

         24  of my Council members to join onto 768 in creating

         25  and promoting more Fast Track Programs. Thank you.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member Weprin.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Yes. I want to

          5  congratulate my colleagues, Oliver Koppell, Mike

          6  Nelson and Domenic Recchia on their new Committee

          7  Chairmanships, and I know they'll do an outstanding

          8  job.

          9                 This past Monday, Private First Class

         10  Francis Abaji, a resident of my district and a

         11  member of the New York Base 69th Infantry Regiment,

         12  died while traveling in his vehicle in Bagdad.

         13  According to reports, the vehicle came under attack

         14  and erupted into flames before falling into a ditch.

         15                 Francis, who was just 21 years old,

         16  was the 20th member of his New York Regiment to die.

         17  Francis joined the Army National Guard in 2002, and

         18  deployed to Iraq just four months ago.

         19                 He called his family frequently. His

         20  most recent call being this past Saturday.

         21                 During this call he reminded his

         22  family that he would be home for Easter. His strive

         23  to fight for his country came after witnessing the

         24  September 11th attacks, while he was waiting for the

         25  Staten Island Ferry.
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          2                 In his father's words, after the

          3  attack, Francis wanted to "fulfill his duty."

          4                 Francis is mourned by his father,

          5  Ceril Abaji, a Native of Nigeria, who emigrated to

          6  the United States in 1979 and worked for 15 years

          7  before bringing the rest of the family to the United

          8  States.

          9                 Francis is also mourned by his

         10  mother, Violet Abaji, four siblings, Stanley, who is

         11  16, Marilyn 19, Helen 6, and Brian 4. My condolences

         12  go out to the entire family.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  Member Sears.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you,

         17  Madam Public Advocate.

         18                 I just want to draw my colleagues'

         19  attention to the fact that yesterday and today they

         20  were issued a revised copy of the Ethics Manual, and

         21  it was a very arduous task, and I really want to

         22  thank my Committee, the Committee members, our

         23  Speaker, that a task like that is never done without

         24  Counsel to the Committee, Sephora Lifrak, to Jay

         25  Damashek, Christine McLaughlin, Rocco DiAngelo and
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          2  Amanda Maycott. I urge all of you to take it, look

          3  at it, keep it and use it. It's clear, it's concise,

          4  and very easy to work with.

          5                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          7  Member Recchia.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Yes, today I

          9  rise to ask my colleagues to sign onto Intro. 545.

         10  This legislation will take a big step in the

         11  direction by requiring all City agencies to purchase

         12  products that meet federal guidelines for the

         13  minimal amount of recycling materials in the

         14  products that they purchase.

         15                 Increasing the amount of our waste,

         16  recycling has been a longstanding goal of this City.

         17  Recycling is not only crucial to the environment,

         18  it's absolutely necessary in order to address the

         19  City's ever-growing waste management problems.

         20  Therefore, I ask all my colleagues to sign onto

         21  Intro. 545.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         23  Member Gentile.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Thank you,

         25  Madam Public Advocate.
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          2                 I point to Intro. 538. It's an

          3  introduction that will advance the cause of trying

          4  to curb irresponsible contractors who work without a

          5  permit, who work beyond a stop work order. In this

          6  Intro. We are increasing the fines that are imposed

          7  by the Department of Buildings for those violations.

          8  Stop work order violations will go from 500 a day to

          9  $2,000 a day, with a civil penalty of up to $15,000

         10  and/or imprisonment. Those working without a permit,

         11  the fines will increase from ten times the permit

         12  fee, to 20 times the permit fee, and with a minimum

         13  penalty of at least $5,000.

         14                 All done, Madam Public Advocate, to

         15  really deter irresponsible contractors who now just

         16  pay a minimal fine for the Department of Building

         17  violations and see it as a means, just as a cost of

         18  doing business. These new fines will not be a cost

         19  of doing business. These new fines will be a

         20  deterrent from those working without a permit and

         21  those working beyond a stop work order.

         22                 So, I ask my colleagues to look at

         23  Intro. 538. Thank you.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member Brewer.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you.

          3                 I rise, two quick things: One is just

          4  to congratulate Carol Belamy, who learned many of

          5  her skills at City Hall, in terms of the work that

          6  she's doing for Unicef around the world, and she's

          7  certainly representative of us and doing a great

          8  job.

          9                 Second, just to mention a couple of

         10  resos and intro. The one that's particularly of

         11  interest to me is the fact that the e-rate system in

         12  our schools and libraries could be at jeopardy, and

         13  we hope that it will be continued as a way to bring

         14  affordable telecommunication to cut the digital

         15  divide to schools and libraries and that it is not

         16  caught up in any budget negotiations that would not

         17  avail it, avail us of those wonderful programs at

         18  the federal level.

         19                 Second, Fair Trade Coffee. I know

         20  there are lots of resolutions in the City Council

         21  proposed to deal with products that environmentally

         22  correct in our City, and I think we should be

         23  thinking about that overseas also, and that's what

         24  the Fair Trade Coffee looks at.

         25                 And then finally, at least in

                                                            109

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Manhattan, and perhaps some parts of Brooklyn, bike

          3  messengers are always terrific people but not if

          4  they go the wrong way on the sidewalk or on the

          5  sidewalk at all, and the wrong way on the street.

          6                 And, so, we are asking, we will be

          7  asking all businesses that employ bicycle messengers

          8  to put up signs, something similar to what is put up

          9  in terms of medical concerns or in the bathroom

         10  "please wash your hands." This will give the rules

         11  of the road so people can understand they cannot

         12  scare seniors and others as they bring food to our

         13  residents.

         14                 Thank you, Madam.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member Clarke.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

         18  Madam Public Advocate.

         19                 I really just wanted to urge my

         20  colleagues to become a co-sponsor of Intro. 533,

         21  which is a local law that will address some

         22  comprehensive tracking of firefighter response

         23  times. There have been a number of concerns raised

         24  throughout our citizenry about, you know, what

         25  exactly is happening with respect to fire
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          2  suppression here in the City of New York. And while

          3  statistics show that fires are going down, there

          4  have been a number of fatalities. There have been

          5  extensive property damage in this City, and there's

          6  been a constant debate about what response time

          7  actually means; does that mean when the fire

          8  apparatus arrives on the scene? Or is it the point

          9  of which fire suppression actually begins? The

         10  establishment of water onto the fire.

         11                 We want to get down to the specifics

         12  of addressing this. We want to address the issues

         13  concerning certain engine companies being out on

         14  training, or other errands at the time that a fire

         15  occurs and what happens with first due, second due,

         16  third due, and response times.

         17                 So, I encourage all of you, this

         18  reflects all of our districts, to sign on and

         19  co-sponsor this comprehensive tracking system that

         20  we'd like to take a look at.

         21                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Just before

         23  I close the meeting, there's a change in the vote.

         24  Resolution 781 was adopted by a vote of 43 in the

         25  affirmative, one in the negative and two
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          2  abstentions.

          3                 And seeing nobody else, meeting is

          4  adjourned.

          5                 (Hearing concluded at 3:35 p.m.)
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          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 19th day of January 2005.
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