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          1  CHARTER MEETING

          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I'd like to

          3  call to order the Charter Meeting of January 5th,

          4  2005.

          5                 Pledge of Allegiance.

          6                 I'm sorry, we've got to do the Pledge

          7  of Allegiance first. Excuse me.

          8                 All rise. Pledge of Allegiance.

          9                 (Pledge of Allegiance)

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Roll call.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

         20                 (No response.)

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Happy New

          7  Year!

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Front and

         16  center.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

                                                            8

          1  CHARTER MEETING

          2                 (No response.)

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: A quorum is

         18  present.

         19                 Speaker Miller.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: If I could ask my

         21  colleagues if you could all rise to begin this

         22  meeting with a moment of silence, first for the New

         23  Yorkers who died in Iraq since our last meeting,

         24  Victor Martinez, 21 years old, from the Bronx,

         25  Julian Malo, 47 years old, from Brooklyn, our
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          2  thoughts and prayers are with them, their families,

          3  and all the service men and women who are in Iraq

          4  today and their families.

          5                 And secondly, I would like to have a

          6  moment of silence also for all of the victims of

          7  this past week's horrible tragedy that goes beyond

          8  human comprehension, all of the victims of the

          9  Sunami and their families, their countrymen and

         10  women, people of this world, grieve together and

         11  this Council grieves with them.

         12                 (Moment of Silence observed.)

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I'd like to

         15  call on Jonathan Rabbi Glass to read the invocation.

         16                 RABBI GLASS: Thank you.

         17                 Men and women of the City Council,

         18  one of the kindnesses bestowed upon humanity by the

         19  creator is the unit of time. If night did not follow

         20  day, nor weekend follow week, it would be too

         21  difficult for us to put past failings behind us in

         22  order to start anew. All the more so with the old

         23  year coming to an end and new year just beginning,

         24  we have yet another opportunity to let go of the

         25  past and strive for better from ourselves and for
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          2  our City.

          3                 I, therefore, extend my blessing upon

          4  this meeting of the City Council, that it will take

          5  advantage of this precious opportunity and serve its

          6  constituents with excellence and with devotion.

          7                 Yet, in the midst of our celebration,

          8  let us also not forget the men suffering of our

          9  brethren in Southeast Asia. We pray that they will

         10  see relief and consolation speedily in our days and

         11  let us say amen.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         13  Member Brewer, would you spread the Invocation?

         14                 Council Member Brewer, would you

         15  spread the Invocation?

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I move to do

         17  so. Thank you very much.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Adoption of

         19  Minutes.

         20                 Council Member Dilan.

         21                 Council Member Dilan, the adoption of

         22  the minutes.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Madam Public

         24  Advocate, I move that the minutes of the November

         25  23rd, and the December 7th Stated Council Meetings
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          2  be adopted as printed.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          4                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 416.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Transportation.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

          8  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 417.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Received, Ordered,

         11  Printed and Filed.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

         13  and Communications.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 418.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Received, Ordered,

         16  Printed and Filed.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 419.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Received, Ordered,

         19  Printed and Filed.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         21  Call-Ups.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 420.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         24  Call-Up vote.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 421.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          3  Call-Up vote.

          4                 At this point I would ask the clerk

          5  to call the roll on all items coupled on the Call-Up

          6  vote.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         19  all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         23                 (No response.)

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  I vote aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Yes.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Today's Land

         11  Use Call-Ups were adopted by a vote of 41 in the

         12  affirmative, zero in the negative.

         13                 Communication from the Speaker.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: My friends, like you,

         15  my thoughts turn to the floor of the State

         16  Legislature, where today our friends like Speaker

         17  Silver and Democratic Leader David Patterson, are

         18  getting ready to take their seats before the

         19  Governor delivers his annual State of the State

         20  Address today.

         21                 I want to say how much I appreciate

         22  the members of New York City's delegation,

         23  Republican and Democrat alike, that fight so hard

         24  for the 8 million people who have chosen to live,

         25  work, and raise a family right here in the five
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          2  boroughs.

          3                 So much of what we do here depends on

          4  what they do there. And that's why I'm also anxious

          5  to hear what the Governor has to say today. Even

          6  though I don't suspect that it will be the real

          7  story.

          8                 We've heard some preliminary reports

          9  about the State of the State this morning. But my

         10  prediction is that the Governor's speech will be a

         11  lot like an episode of Seinfeld. It will mean

         12  absolutely nothing at all to the people of this

         13  great City. That's the real story. Because this

         14  Governor has failed New York City over and over

         15  again.

         16                 No matter what his words are, the

         17  real story is that he's failed to protect the middle

         18  class from repeated hikes on subway and bus fares.

         19                 No matter what his promises are, the

         20  real story is that he's failed to give our kids the

         21  education funding that they deserve and that he owes

         22  them.

         23                 No matter what his rhetoric is, the

         24  real story is that he's failed to relieve the

         25  pressure of skyrocketing health costs on this City
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          2  and its people.

          3                 Right now New York City's Medicaid

          4  bill eats up more than 80 percent of our personal

          5  income tax receipts. The Governor is expected to

          6  talk about putting a cap on those costs but that's

          7  not the real story.

          8                 The real story is that we have to pay

          9  it all for a program that we don't even control,

         10  before we pay for basic local government services

         11  like police, fire, and sanitation.

         12                 The real story is that right now

         13  thousands of kids throughout our City are going to

         14  schools that are overcrowded and falling apart,

         15  because the Governor is still shortchanging them by

         16  $5.6 million.

         17                 The real story is that every year,

         18  and this year again, Albany will take $7 billion

         19  more from New York City than it gives back.

         20                 That's $7 billion that we don't have

         21  to invest in our kids. That's $7 billion that we

         22  don't have to pay for our police officers and

         23  firefighters that protect us. That's $7 billion that

         24  we don't have to create economic development and

         25  opportunity here in New York.
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          2                 In our entire history has there ever

          3  been a Governor who treated the City with as much

          4  indifference as George Pataki. In the wake of

          5  September 11th, the Governor found time to make only

          6  two trips to lobby his fellow Republicans in

          7  Washington to help our City recover.

          8                 And when funding from the federal

          9  government finally did start to flow, he made sure

         10  to siphon off a portion of it before passing it

         11  along to us.

         12                 During that brief season of unity,

         13  when every citizen of the world was a New Yorker,

         14  Americans rallied to our City as an emblem of

         15  everything that makes us a great country.

         16                 George Pataki, on the other hand,

         17  went back to his habitual pattern of ignoring and

         18  exploiting us.

         19                 Did we get a commuter tax? No.

         20                 Did we get any aid from the Governor?

         21  In fact, the only aid we got from the State, the

         22  Governor waged a year-long battle in court to try to

         23  stop. But the Governor's flagrant indifference is

         24  not the question before us today. The question that

         25  really is before us is what are we going to do about
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          2  it? That is the question that every New Yorker from

          3  the Mayor on down has to answer.

          4                 And while we all want to do more than

          5  just criticize, we also shouldn't be afraid to speak

          6  up when we see someone who could be doing more. And

          7  in the last three years, the Mayor's approach to

          8  dealing with the Governor has been to talk softly

          9  and carry a small stick.

         10                 He said that the Governor was a great

         11  partner for New York City. He called George Pataki

         12  the education governor, in a bizarre omission of the

         13  fact that the Governor went to a court of law and

         14  argued that an eighth grade education was sufficient

         15  for New York City school children.

         16                 He even said that we have no reason

         17  to criticize the Governor.

         18                 Well, if a child in a New York City

         19  public school doesn't have reason to criticize

         20  George Pataki, I don't know who does.

         21                 And while no Mayor should be

         22  criticized for being loyal to his party, no Mayor

         23  should place loyalty to his party above loyalty to

         24  the people he represents.

         25                 With respect to this Mayor, with
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          2  respect to all of us, the time has come to speak up.

          3                 New Yorkers are tough, pragmatic

          4  people. We know that if you don't stand up and fight

          5  for yourself, then no one else will.

          6                 We know that you don't get anywhere

          7  by saying nice things about people who are working

          8  against you.

          9                 Right now the federal government

         10  under George Bush and the State Government under

         11  George Pataki, take a combined $18 billion more from

         12  New York City than they give back.

         13                 But their abuse costs us a lot more

         14  than dollars and cents. It costs us jobs. It costs

         15  us opportunity. It's costing us our children's

         16  futures. That's the real story.

         17                 You won't hear a word about it in the

         18  Governor's speech. He can't be proud of it and I

         19  don't blame him. But that's what we're facing in

         20  2005, and we better all acknowledge it because the

         21  hopes and dreams of our children depend on taking

         22  action now, today. We can't afford to ask nicely

         23  anymore. We have to demand justice.

         24                 In the 21st century we will either

         25  fail our children and condemn them to a future of
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          2  dreams deferred, or we will renew for them the

          3  promise of our City and the American dream. Together

          4  we can do it.

          5                 Because there's nothing wrong with

          6  New York that can't be fixed by what's right with

          7  New York.

          8                 Thank you all for your attention

          9  today, and thank you for your commitment to the

         10  fight together, over the last three years and for

         11  many more years going into the future.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         13  of General Orders.

         14                 Seeing no one, Report of Special

         15  Committees.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

         18  Standing Committees.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         20  Committee on Education.

         21                 Intro. 226-A.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         23  General Order Calendar.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 322-A.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the
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          2  General Order Calendar.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 410.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 411.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          8  Committee on Finance.

          9                 Preconsidered Intro. 531.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         11  General Order Calendar with a message of necessity.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         13  Committee on Public Safety.

         14                 Intro. 144-A.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         16  on the General Order Calendar.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 226-A.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         19  General Order Calendar.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 322-A.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         22  General Order Calendar.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 365-A.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and Coupled

         25  on the General Order Calendar.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 469-A.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended on the

          4  General Order Calendar.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 490-A.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

          7  on the General Order Calendar.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 410.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: M 411.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Coupled to be

         11  filed.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         13  Order Calendar.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 127-A.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 189-A.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Referred to the

         18  Committee on Housing and Buildings.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolutions

         20  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         22  General Order Calendar.

         23                 At this point I'd ask the clerk to

         24  call the roll on all items coupled on the General

         25  Order Calendar.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Regarding

          3  the veto override, shall the following bills pass,

          4  Intro. 226-A, which is about information regarding

          5  school violence, and Intro. 322-A, regarding School

          6  Safety Agents, the objection of the Mayor

          7  notwithstanding.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Permission to

         22  explain my vote?

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I want to

         25  congratulate Councilman David Yassky, Councilman --
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

          3  please.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I'd like to

          5  congratulate Councilman David Yassky, Councilman

          6  Peter Vallone, and Councilman Eva Moskowitz and

          7  Speaker's Office for this package of legislation

          8  that will protect and set a higher bar regarding

          9  people, the manufacturers of weapons, who only

         10  manufacturer these weapons to promote violence, who

         11  do not manufacturer these weapons for --

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         13  please.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Who do not

         15  manufacture these weapons for casual hunting, who do

         16  not try to monitor and have any real responsibility

         17  to how these weapons are sold or distributed.

         18                 I congratulate all of the people that

         19  worked for the past year on this legislation. It's

         20  important, as usual puts New York City back in the

         21  lead of trying to protect our residents, and

         22  hopefully this legislation will be duplicated all

         23  across this country.

         24                 I also want to congratulate

         25  Councilman Vann for the legislation regarding the
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          2  documentation on school violence, which is an

          3  important piece of information for all parents and

          4  students and everyone involved in the Department of

          5  Education to embrace so that we can really deal with

          6  this in a real manner.

          7                 And also to protect and enhance

          8  School Safety Agents, which they also need to be

          9  given opportunity to become real civil service

         10  people, because they're on the front lines of

         11  protecting children, and they still do not have

         12  equal benefits while other people --

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member, excuse me a minute.

         15                 Could you all be quiet?

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Yes, will you

         17  be quiet, please? This is not the way to start the

         18  new year. I didn't want to start the new year asking

         19  the body for order, but I think we're still

         20  suffering from holiday excess. So, could we please

         21  be quiet?

         22                 And I want to congratulate again

         23  Council Member Vann for the legislation on School

         24  Safety Agents who are still not given enough

         25  protection because they are the first line of
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          2  defense, and many of them are injured and maimed on

          3  their jobs and they get less than equal protection

          4  in benefits and most of them have to lose their

          5  jobs, because they wind up not getting adequate

          6  compensation for facing a real hazard, or being

          7  beaten up in the system.

          8                 Thank you very much.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         10  Council Member.

         11                 Please be more considerate of your

         12  colleagues.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I love the

         14  holidays, don't you?

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Madam Public

         23  Advocate, may I be briefly excused to explain my

         24  vote?

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I don't think

          3  that we can ever expect a child to learn in an

          4  environment where they feel threatened and they

          5  don't feel safe. I think that's an absolute

          6  condition precedent to a good education.

          7                 Allowing parents to know what's going

          8  on in their schools, especially since we've totally

          9  dismantled, you absolutely disrupted the process of

         10  parental involvement by dismantling the school

         11  governance system; and quite frankly, I don't think

         12  we've adequately addressed that issue as well.

         13                 To allow parents to know what's going

         14  on, where there are School Safety Officers, what

         15  kind of crime is happening in schools, I think is a

         16  very, very minimum that we owe parents and children

         17  who attend New York City public schools.

         18                 On the issue of gun violence, I know

         19  there will be those, particularly my friends sitting

         20  behind me who will point to the constitutional right

         21  to bear arms. Hunting is not a big New York City

         22  sport, and in my view, every gun that we help take

         23  off the streets of the City of New York makes this a

         24  better City, and so I am very pleased and proud to

         25  vote aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Madam

          6  Public Advocate, may I be temporarily excused to

          7  explain my vote?

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: I want to

         10  thank Council Member Yassky for coming to the

         11  Republican Delegation to discuss these bills.

         12                 Obviously he is very passionate on

         13  this issue.

         14                 It was nice of him to come forward.

         15  Unfortunately, I feel like that little gentleman on

         16  the optimum commercial when I'm going to be saying

         17  no a lot to all these bills by colleague Councilman

         18  Yassky, so I'm going to be voting no on Intro.

         19  322-A, no on Intro. 365-A, no on Intro. 469-A, no on

         20  Intro. 144-A, and no on Intro. 490-A.

         21                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate. Aye

         22  on all others. Thank you.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: May I be

          3  excused to explain my vote, Madam President?

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: I, too, want

          6  to join in congratulating Councilman Yassky for

          7  these series of bills here today.

          8                 I'm proud to be part of this body

          9  that will vote to pass these bills that say to gun

         10  manufacturers that your responsibility will no

         11  longer be tolerated in the City of New York.

         12                 And so to Councilman Yassky, to all

         13  those New Yorkers against gun violence, Andy Pelosi

         14  and his group that are here today, I thank you for

         15  all your efforts, and may the people in Albany today

         16  hear what we are doing in the City of New York and

         17  follow suit with similar legislation throughout this

         18  State.

         19                 So, congratulations, Councilman

         20  Yassky, to our Speaker, to Eva Moskowitz, and on the

         21  School Safety Bills --

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         23  please.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: -- To

         25  Councilman Al Vann.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All over

          3  here particularly, there's an enormous buzz. Please

          4  be quiet. If you don't belong in this room, please

          5  leave.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Thank you,

          7  Madam Public Advocate.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Madam Public

         16  Advocate, may I vote on all Land Use Call-Ups, and

         17  vote aye on the rest of the Calendar? Thank you.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         20                 (No response.)

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Madam Public

         23  Advocate, to explain my vote?

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I just want to
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          2  congratulate the Chair of the Committee, and also

          3  the members who are carrying this legislation today.

          4                 I think it's an extremely important

          5  step for the City of New York on both levels.

          6                 Number one, the informational level

          7  for us to have on the School Safety Agents, I think

          8  it's an important part of our system, and it's

          9  information that we are required to have in order to

         10  do good public policy for the City of New York.

         11                 On the assault weapons and guns, I

         12  was a New York State Assembly Member, and one of the

         13  things that we always dealt with obviously was gun

         14  legislation in the State of New York.

         15                 I am sorry that this City can't do

         16  more in the handgun issue. I think that that's an

         17  extremely important part of the problem in the City

         18  of New York today. I know that we're dealing with

         19  that on the resolution level.

         20                 But this is a good first step that we

         21  have on the rifles and the shotguns, and any

         22  information that we can get, any wait of time that

         23  we can get in order for people to purchase guns, and

         24  also just common sense legislation, regarding how

         25  many guns one can buy in this City I think is an
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          2  extremely important step in making sure that this is

          3  a safer City for all New Yorkers, and I vote aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: I vote no on

          6  Intros 144-A, 365-A, 469-A and 490-A; aye on the

          7  rest.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: May I,

         20  Madam Public Advocate, be temporarily excused to

         21  explain my vote?

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Thank you.

         24                 We are voting on very, very important

         25  pieces of legislation.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

          3  please. I can barely hear her and she's in the front

          4  row.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: And I have

          6  worked with Chair Peter Vallone on the School Safety

          7  Legislation, getting this data is extremely

          8  important to parents, teachers and principals.  To

          9  know the level of criminal incidents at various

         10  schools is absolutely crucial, and putting this

         11  information on the report cards is absolutely

         12  necessary.

         13                 And also, I want to thank Council

         14  Member Vann for the School Safety Agent bill that's

         15  another piece, important piece of legislation.

         16                 I am proud to have worked with

         17  Council Member Yassky on the Cause of Action issue.

         18  I have said repeatedly that children should be

         19  immunized, not gun manufacturers and dealers, and

         20  New York City is showing itself once again to be a

         21  leader and cutting edge on the issue of gun control.

         22                 Thank you very much. And I vote aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Madam Public

         25  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you.

          4                 I'm a veteran of Vietnam era. I'm not

          5  afraid of guns at all. This legislation is not an

          6  assault certainly on the constitution, it's not an

          7  assault on the freedom to bear arms. It's an assault

          8  on assault weaponry and even less assault type of

          9  weaponry.

         10                 I believe this will bring the crime

         11  levels down in this City. I think it's not

         12  unreasonable whatsoever. I think if somebody is

         13  purchasing a large amount of guns in a period, I

         14  don't believe it's their right to have that to

         15  endanger.

         16                 We don't know what's going to be

         17  going on with those guns, having a gun in a house or

         18  two, or whatever, is enough to take one's

         19  constitutional right.

         20                 So, I compliment the Speaker of this

         21  Council, Gifford Miller, and David Yassky, and my

         22  colleagues who have fought to get this legislation

         23  accomplished, and I think we're looking for a better

         24  year when this is passed and enforced and in effect.

         25                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: May I be

         10  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: I think it is

         13  very fitting that today in our first Council meeting

         14  of 2005 we are taking such bold and important action

         15  in response to gun violence in our City and taking

         16  strong efforts to protect our school children

         17  through Council Member Vann's legislation around

         18  school safety officers and also Council Member

         19  Moskowitz, and Chairperson Vallone's bill on the

         20  school crime statistics.

         21                 You know, it is only right that both

         22  of these bills are saying that school safety is a

         23  priority for us. And then in the Council we're not

         24  just going to say it with rhetoric, we're going to

         25  back it up with legislation.
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          2                 And it is only correct that parents

          3  should know what exactly happens when they send

          4  children to school, and that they should be able to

          5  access information that gives them the real life

          6  safety picture of a day in the lives of their

          7  student -- their children, and what their life is

          8  like amongst in the school that they go to.

          9                 I think the Council members, as I

         10  mentioned, Council Member Vann, Moskowitz, Vallone

         11  and the others who were leaders on these issues,

         12  should really be applauded for taking on this issue

         13  and finding a creative and out of the box way to

         14  address it and raise the information that parents

         15  can get.

         16                 I also want to congratulate Council

         17  Members Yassky and Vallone, Moskowitz and Sanders,

         18  on the anti-gun legislation we are introducing

         19  today. There probably isn't any more important

         20  message we could send for 2005, no message more

         21  important than that the New York City Council stands

         22  against gun violence, stands against illegal guns.

         23  It is going to hold the people who should be held

         24  accountable, and I believe this sets a great

         25  precedent for what we will do the rest of this year
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          2  to protect New York City residents, and in

          3  particular to protect New York City school children.

          4  I vote aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: May I be

          7  heard to explain my vote?

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: First I'd

         10  like to speak on the School Safety Bill that was

         11  introduced by my colleague Al Vann, and thank him.

         12                 No one knows better in school safety

         13  than me, because just this past week the Mayor

         14  announced two high schools that are now impact

         15  schools.

         16                 Since I've been elected, I've been

         17  trying to find out the correct number of school

         18  safety officers in schools, and see how many

         19  compared to other schools, and that information was

         20  never given to me.

         21                 So, it forced our hand to do this.

         22  It's sad that the Mayor has to declare a school an

         23  Impact School before you get the correct number of

         24  School Safety Officers.

         25                 It's sad that violence has to break
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          2  out at schools before they send School Safety

          3  Officers.

          4                 It's sad that the City Council had to

          5  pass this legislation so we know exactly how many

          6  School Safety Officers, other schools in other

          7  areas, other parts of the City are getting.

          8                 This law is going to give fairness to

          9  all schools. Because my schools are overcrowded,

         10  underutilized, what I mean by Safety Officers, and

         11  we do not have enough School Safety Officers.

         12                 And they don't send us enough School

         13  Safety Officers. Now we'll have the facts to back up

         14  what we've been saying for years.

         15                 Next I would just like to address the

         16  gun laws and the assault weapons and just send this

         17  loud message that guns must come off the streets.

         18                 This year along in Coney Island in my

         19  district, we had one of the largest number of

         20  homicides because of guns on the streets, because of

         21  children and young adults being able to get guns and

         22  buying them on the streets.

         23                 Maybe this will send a clear message

         24  to gun manufacturers, where you have to take

         25  responsibility and think twice about your actions.
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          2  Because one gun saved, is one child life saved.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Madam Public

          6  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes.

          8                 Could you all be quiet, please. The

          9  buzz is up again.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: I just want

         11  to vote aye on all of them.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Violence is a

         13  reality in almost every school child's life in New

         14  York City, unfortunately. And it is all too often as

         15  an adult that you experience it. Whether we're

         16  reading about drive-by shootings, watching it on TV

         17  or just the reality in our own households or

         18  neighborhoods. It is a thing I think if you ask

         19  children they most fear, and if that were reason

         20  enough alone to vote aye, I would do that. But the

         21  reality is that this country is somehow stuck in a

         22  time warp in terms of its representation on the

         23  federal level about what the practical reality of

         24  guns really are in our society. No other society has

         25  a number of deaths that we do. And we, as
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          2  legislative body here locally, are trying to take a

          3  strong and unequivocal stand and help protect the

          4  lives of young people, as well as the adults here in

          5  the City, and it just seems impossible to understand

          6  that an otherwise intelligent, articulate, male or

          7  anybody from that Administration, would suggest that

          8  what we're doing really doesn't make a lot of sense,

          9  it is not worthwhile. We, in the City of New York,

         10  continue to try to send unequivocal messages, and we

         11  are against guns, period.

         12                 If you talk to any law enforcement

         13  agency in this country and if you're able to speak

         14  to them quietly and privately, they would tell you

         15  they are into supportive legislation to prohibit

         16  these kind of ridiculous use or even acceptance of

         17  guns, and so I applaud all the colleagues of mine

         18  who have put this legislation forward. I was

         19  delighted to be able to vote as a public safety

         20  member, and to vote yesterday to override, as well

         21  as to move forward with this.

         22                 Our children have to have that fear

         23  taken away from them. If there is any other

         24  responsibility we have that's greater, someone

         25  please tell me what that is.
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          2                 I vote aye on all. Thank you.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Madam, may I

          5  have permission to explain my vote?

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I just got a

          7  promotion. So ordered.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Well, I have

          9  always had you in high esteem in my mind.

         10                 As one of the people who put out an

         11  introduction today on this issue, mine of course is

         12  saying that people have to be 21 to buy rifles and

         13  shotguns and things of this nature. It's just a

         14  common sense thing.

         15                 I think the City Council is way

         16  overdue with this series of common sense

         17  legislation.

         18                 Now, on one hand I am a staunch

         19  believer in rights and among them the right to bear

         20  arms. I think that this is enshrined in our

         21  constitution.

         22                 At the same time this must be

         23  balanced, my friends. Balanced with the right to

         24  life, the right to keep our young people especially

         25  alive in these city environments.
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          2                 I think that this is not a

          3  theoretical situation with me. I have lost friends

          4  and family to gun violence, so I am especially

          5  please not just to be one of the authors today, but

          6  to be one of the people who are here to say very

          7  clearly to the irresponsible gun manufacturers that

          8  may sue, that we in the City government will take a

          9  strong position and say bring it on. Because we have

         10  an obligation to defend young people and all of the

         11  citizens of New York.

         12                 I vote yes on this.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: May I be

         21  briefly excused, Madam Chair?

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Thank you.

         24                 In addition to the Council members

         25  who have been thanked today, I would like to thank
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          2  some of the most important people involved, the

          3  staff that's worked so hard on all of these bills,

          4  especially the staff of Speaker Miller, including

          5  Marcel, the staff of the Education Committee, and I

          6  believe most importantly the staff of the Public

          7  Safety Committee, Ted Baecher, who has worked for

          8  years on both the school violence legislation and

          9  the gun legislation, dealing with every interested

         10  person and every interested group to craft these

         11  bills, and as a result of all of that hard work,

         12  this is a great day for the City Council, it's a

         13  great day for New York City.

         14                 As a result of our work, our streets

         15  will be saver, our children will be safer, as a

         16  result of what we've done last week and this month,

         17  there will be cameras in schools and now parents

         18  will have enough information necessary to make

         19  informed choices.

         20                 The Mayor has this information. He is

         21  moving schools on and off the list. The parents

         22  don't have that information. And they need.

         23                 As a result of this comprehensive gun

         24  package spearheaded by David Yassky, they will be

         25  taking guns off the street.
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          2                 We're not going after responsible gun

          3  manufacturers, by the way, in case anyone is

          4  concerned, just the irresponsible ones. If you sell

          5  more than 30 guns to one person, you should know

          6  that they will wind up in the wrong hands.

          7                 If you sell at a gun show without

          8  criminal background checks, you should know the

          9  consequences of your actions, and now we're saying

         10  you can and should be held liable for your

         11  responsibility.

         12                 So, as a result of what we've done

         13  today, our children will be safer, our streets will

         14  be safer, and without safe streets, we can't

         15  accomplish any of our other bills.

         16                 So, I think congratulations to

         17  everybody in this room for what they're doing here

         18  today.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         21                 (No response.)

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Madam Public

         24  Advocate, may I be temporarily excused to explain my

         25  vote?
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: We have before

          4  us today a package of legislation whose time has

          5  come.

          6                 These monumental bills will not only

          7  save lives and prevent injuries in the City of New

          8  York, it will also send a message to national gun

          9  manufacturers, gun dealers and other City

         10  governments around the nation that Americans will no

         11  longer put up with gun violence in neighborhoods.

         12                 Every hour in our country four people

         13  are killed by firearms.

         14                 This is a cycle that needs to be

         15  stopped.

         16                 New York City must hold gun

         17  manufacturers and dealers accountable for putting

         18  guns in the hands of criminals.

         19                 New York must increase civil

         20  penalties for people who violate New York's assault

         21  weapons' laws and further deny those violators a

         22  right to own a gun. And our federal government must

         23  establish a national ballistic fingerprint database

         24  so as to make sure that when a gun is sold, it is

         25  sold to a person who is indeed qualified to own it.

                                                            48

          1  CHARTER MEETING

          2                 I applaud my colleagues in

          3  particular, Council Member Yassky, Vallone, Sanders,

          4  Nelson, Moskowitz, Vann, and of course, Speaker

          5  Miller, for their effort to curb the gun violence

          6  that has taken the lives of so many of our City's

          7  and our Nation's young people.

          8                 This legislation makes good sense.

          9                 It is my hope that the passage of

         10  this package will help save lives in the future.

         11                 I vote aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Madam Public

         14  Advocate, may I vote on the Land Use Call-Ups and

         15  all the other earlier votes?

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: I vote aye on

         18  those. Thank you.

         19                 And may I be excused to explain my

         20  vote here?

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you.

         23                 I just want to single out for thanks

         24  and for commendation some of our colleagues, Eva

         25  Moskowitz, who was an early and superbly effective
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          2  proponent of liability for irresponsible gun

          3  companies, Chair Vallone, whose Committee devoted

          4  Countless hours and who himself devoted countless

          5  hours to fleshing out this legislation, and

          6  improving it, and Speaker Miller who ensured that it

          7  would not just be an idea but would become law.

          8                 And I finally want to most of all

          9  thank many of the people who are in the gallery

         10  today, the citizen advocates who put in many, many

         11  hours of the kind of classic street campaigning that

         12  we see every year in terms of political campaigns

         13  for candidates, but not as often in support of a

         14  policy initiative that will make a real difference.

         15                 And, so, to New Yorkers against gun

         16  violence, the individuals who are here today, and

         17  their colleagues who did so much work on this, I say

         18  thank you.

         19                 I vote aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         22  all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: May I be

         25  temporarily excused to explain my vote?
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I will be voting

          4  no on Intros 490-A, 469-A, Reso 597. The bill that

          5  is giving me the most reason to pause is Intro.

          6  365-A. And had this been a strict liability bill, or

          7  an earlier version of this bill, I probably would

          8  have been an immediate no.

          9                 The saying goes that guns don't kill

         10  people, people kill people, and I buy into that.

         11  Guns just make it a whole hell of a lot easier to

         12  do.

         13                 The problem that I have with this

         14  bill is that I already seen an abandoning of the

         15  notion of personal responsibility and personal

         16  accountability. The system made me do it, the video

         17  game made me do it, the Twinkee made me do it, the

         18  devil made me do it. It's the actions of individuals

         19  that cause all the problems. And I think the better

         20  way or the best way to deal with gun crime is to

         21  make those individuals who actually commit the

         22  crimes serve longer penalties.

         23                 But with that said, frankly, I'm

         24  compelled by the argument made by Council Member

         25  Yassky, that there are a certain few manufacturers
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          2  and dealers who continue to do the same thing,

          3  knowing that their guns lead to crime and to

          4  violence and to death.

          5                 I represent an area that has a lot of

          6  gun owners, and I think they expect me to protect

          7  their rights. But I also have an area that I

          8  represent that has a lot of police officers. So, if

          9  I'm making a mistake on this bill, I'm going to err

         10  on their side, and I'm going to vote yes on 365-A,

         11  and yes on all others, with the exceptions that I

         12  mentioned.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Thank you

         15  very much.

         16                 Madam Public Advocate, if I can be

         17  excused to explain my vote?

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:

         20                 Thank you very much.

         21                 First I want to commend the Public

         22  Safety Committee on the fine work they have done in

         23  putting forward a package that really goes in a very

         24  positive direction to protect the residents and the

         25  citizens of the City of New York, and to ensure that
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          2  the Police Officers are not out-armed every single

          3  time they go in to do a drug bust and having drug

          4  dealers that have automatic weapons and assault

          5  weapons that are far most superior to our Police

          6  Department.

          7                 We have an obligation before us as

          8  elected officials of the City of New York, to push

          9  forward legislation that holds people responsible,

         10  and I am proud to be a supporter of a piece of

         11  legislation that makes sure that gun manufacturers

         12  don't manufacture more guns that are not used for

         13  sporting games, they produce guns that are used for

         14  assault purposes.

         15                 For instance, there is one gun

         16  manufacturer that produces glock 9 millimeter gun

         17  that is fingerprint resistant. Now, I don't know who

         18  needs a gun that is fingerprint resistant but a

         19  criminal. So, I do not know the purpose for the

         20  development of that type of weaponry and I think

         21  that we have to lead by example and ensure that we

         22  push forward an agenda that's going to make sure we

         23  hold people responsible, when quite frankly, they

         24  are responsible for over 300 deaths due to violence

         25  in the City of New York annually.
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          2                 So, I want to commend the Chair,

          3  Peter Vallone, I want to commend Council Member

          4  David Yassky and the whole entire Committee on

          5  Public Safety for doing their fine work.

          6                 Thank you very much. I vote aye on

          7  all items on today's general order calendar. Thank

          8  you.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         11                 Public Advocate, if I could be

         12  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         13                 I want to say how much I regret that

         14  this Council has had to override the Mayor's veto at

         15  this legislation aimed at making our children safer

         16  in our schools.

         17                 I regret it because it's part of a

         18  pattern of vetoes of legislation that this Council

         19  has sent to this Mayor to provide accountability for

         20  his control of the school system.

         21                 When the State Legislature gave

         22  control of the school system to the Mayor, they

         23  didn't do it because they wanted him to be able to

         24  do whatever he wanted to do without any of the rest

         25  of us be having an opportunity to hold him
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          2  accountable.

          3                 It was precisely because control

          4  brings accountability that it was worth doing. And

          5  yet, if the public, and the members of this Council

          6  don't have basic information about what's going on

          7  in our schools, how are we supposed to hold the

          8  Administration accountable?

          9                 And what more basic piece of

         10  information would a parent, or any member of the

         11  public, want to know about a school that how many

         12  incidents of violence there have been in the past

         13  year.

         14                 Every one has a right to know it. And

         15  we have a right to know it because we're concerned

         16  about where our kids are going to school, and we

         17  have a right to know it because we're concerned that

         18  something needs to be done about the problem of

         19  violence in our schools, in more than just 17

         20  schools. This is a matter of basic management. And

         21  what we know is they can deny that a problem exists,

         22  then they're not going to solve it.

         23                 What we know is if we don't get the

         24  truth about what's happening in our schools, we

         25  won't make real progress. And that's why we demand
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          2  that these incidents be put on line, that they be

          3  available to parents, that they be available to

          4  educators, that they be available to legislators,

          5  that they be available to all. Because we are

          6  determined not just to wipe out school violence in

          7  17 schools, but in every school, and we know that

          8  it's critical in order to have this kind of

          9  information, in order to even make right decisions.

         10                 Do you know that when the Mayor chose

         11  the 12 most dangerous schools to make them Impact

         12  schools, it turned out that he was right about only

         13  one of them?

         14                 That once they actually gathered the

         15  information, that only one of the first 12 impact

         16  schools that they chose were among the 12 most

         17  violent? They didn't even know it. Because they

         18  didn't want to know it.

         19                 And if you look at it, it's part of a

         20  pattern. He vetoed legislation to create a serious

         21  system for handling harassment and bullying. Why?

         22  Because they didn't want a system. Because a system

         23  would mean that we would all know how prevalent

         24  harassment and bullying is in our school, and we

         25  would have to do something about it.
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          2                 He vetoed legislation to provide

          3  quarterly reports, being necessary on capital

          4  projects. Why? Because they run over budget on

          5  capital projects. But if they have to tell us about

          6  it, they're going to have to do something about it.

          7                 This Council has consistently stood

          8  up and said we want accountability along with

          9  control. We don't want to tell the Mayor how to put

         10  School Safety Agents in our schools. We want the

         11  Mayor to tell us, but we're not going to just take

         12  his word for it. We want to know that he goes to

         13  every school, and they find out how many safety

         14  agents are necessary to secure that school, and we

         15  want to know whether they're there or not.

         16                 That's basic accountability. That's

         17  not jurisdictional control. It's not this Council

         18  saying we think there should be 12 here and six

         19  there and eight there and nine there. That's us

         20  saying you tell us, but not that we're just going to

         21  turn a blind eye, but not that we're going to accept

         22  a band aid that applies to only 17 schools out of

         23  the 1,300.

         24                 Because when we ask teachers why

         25  they're leaving our school system in the thousands
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          2  every year, do you know what they said? They said,

          3  yeah, they don't get paid enough. And the second

          4  thing they said is, school violence.

          5                 We will not just ask the 17 schools

          6  what's going on in those 17 schools and flood cops

          7  in there. We will demand accountability. We have a

          8  right, and we have a responsibility and today this

          9  Council meets it.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

         12  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

         13  vote of 43 in the affirmative, zero in the negative,

         14  zero abstentions, with the exception of Intro.

         15  322-A, which was a adopted by a vote of 42 in the

         16  affirmative, one in the negative, zero abstentions.

         17  And Intro. 365-A, which was adopted by a vote of 41

         18  in the affirmative, two in the negative and zero

         19  abstentions. And Intro. 469-A, which was adopted by

         20  a vote of 40 in the affirmative, three in the

         21  negative, and Intro. 490-A which was adopted by a

         22  vote of 40 in the affirmative, three in the negative

         23  and zero abstentions, and Intro. 144-A, which was

         24  adopted by a vote of 41 in the affirmative, two in

         25  the negative, zero abstentions.
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          2                 The revised Land Use Call-Up vote is

          3  43 in the affirmative, zero in the negative.

          4                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: All bills are

          6  referred to the Committee as indicated on the

          7  schedule.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

          9  of resolutions.

         10                 Seeing nobody, we'll move on to the

         11  resolutions.

         12                 Resolutions. Resolution 49, all in

         13  favor?

         14                 Opposed?

         15                 Adopted.

         16                 Reso 78-A.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: All in favor?

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Opposed?

         19                 Adopted.

         20                 Reso 85-A.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Let's do that one

         22  again, Betsy.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Okay, sorry.

         24                 Reso 78-A.

         25                 All in favor?
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          2                 Opposed?

          3                 Adopted.

          4                 Reso 85-A.

          5                 In favor?

          6                 Opposed?

          7                 Adopted.

          8                 Reso 597.

          9                 In favor?

         10                 Opposed?

         11                 Adopted.

         12                 General Discussion.

         13                 Council Member Barron.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

         15  Madam Chair.

         16                 I just wanted to ask my colleagues if

         17  they will indulge me for a moment and you not time

         18  me for this.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: One minute.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: But Shirley

         21  Chisholm passed away, and Shirley Chisholm was 80

         22  years old and a great leader in our community,

         23  unbought, unbossed, undaunted, and I think that we

         24  should have a moment of silence for Shirley

         25  Chisholm, and for Robert Maseui. And Robert Maseui
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          2  --

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Charles.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: We actually have

          5  arranged, we're going to close the meeting with a

          6  moment of silence in memory of Shirley Chisholm.

          7  We're going to have some remarks.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Okay, I didn't

          9  know that.

         10                 Then I'll just say this: This is

         11  General Discussion?

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Yes, it is.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Then I'll just

         14  say this: I'm glad that you're doing that. You

         15  should have done it at the beginning. But let me say

         16  this, that as we speak of violence, in my minute, so

         17  don't count that, Madam Chair, so I can re-collect

         18  my thoughts.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Charles, I

         20  will give you your allotted time.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you very

         22  much.

         23                 I do want to say as we speak of

         24  violence and we open a new year, Happy New Year to

         25  everybody, that it's easy to see gun violence, it's
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          2  more challenging to see the violence of

          3  mis-education, the violence of economic injustice,

          4  the violence of 50 percent black males unemployed in

          5  New York City. It's more challenging to see the

          6  violence, when we come to this budget, when we can

          7  get allocations to communities that are not as needy

          8  as other communities.

          9                 So, I hope that we bring this fight

         10  against violence to those areas as well, when we

         11  have a Mayor saying that I will put a cop next to

         12  every child if I have to, or Mayor put a computer

         13  next to every child, put a qualified teacher next to

         14  every child, put every child in a smaller class

         15  size, and let's make sure that schools like Thomas

         16  Jefferson, where you're loaded down with police in

         17  my community, fix up the swimming pool, and maybe

         18  the kids will swim in the pool instead of swimming

         19  around the hallway.

         20                 So, when we talk about violence,

         21  let's stretch it a bit and get it into the violent

         22  budget that we pass sometimes. It cuts money from

         23  youth getting jobs during the summertime, but yet we

         24  can turn New York City into playgrounds for Jets and

         25  Nets and the Olympics and rich developers at the
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          2  expense of displacing people.

          3                 So, I just wanted to say Happy New

          4  Year and New York will come alive in 2005.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Mr. Speaker.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: I just wanted to note

          7  that we celebrate a lot of birthdays in this

          8  Council, but in truth the members of this Council

          9  have very little to do with their birthdays. Today

         10  is Sara Gonzalez's 31st wedding anniversary, and

         11  that's a lot of hard work, and that's an achievement

         12  for which she deserves tremendous credit.

         13                 Happy anniversary, Sara.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Mr. Speaker,

         15  her husband is the lucky one.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: That's true. True

         17  indeed.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: I second that

         19  notion.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         21  Member James.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: To Councilman

         23  Yassky and to Council Member James -- Council Member

         24  McMahon, I congratulate you on behalf of the gun

         25  legislation on behalf of the late Councilman James
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          2  Davis, and on behalf of the countless number of

          3  women and mothers who have shed tears for children

          4  who have died as a result of senseless gun violence

          5  in the City of New York.

          6                 And I, too, want to recognize the

          7  contributions of the late, great Congresswoman

          8  Shirley Chisholm, who once said my greatest

          9  political asset, which professional politicians fear

         10  is my mouth, out of which comes all kinds of things

         11  which we shouldn't discuss for political expedience.

         12                 She truly was unbossed and unbought,

         13  and she truly was a pioneer and a trailblazer, not

         14  only for women of color but for all women. And, so,

         15  I, too, want to recognize her legacy, recognize her

         16  contributions and may she rest in peace for a job

         17  well done.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         20  Member Brewer.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you,

         22  Madam Public Advocate. On just two issues, one is

         23  that on the 10th of January at 2:00, the Committee

         24  on Technology is holding a hearing in Brooklyn at

         25  Poly Technic University at 2:00 to talk about
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          2  broadband, and small business and non-profits and

          3  gaps in service in the Borough of Brooklyn, and we

          4  hope that everybody who is interested, and you will

          5  tell your constituents, because this is a once in a

          6  lifetime chance to hear people from other parts of

          7  the country, particularly Philadelphia, as well as

          8  DoITT talk about this issue.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         10  please.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: But, too, I

         12  want to join my colleague, Council Member James. I

         13  had the opportunity of meeting, not as often as the

         14  honorable Mr. Victor Robles, but often the great

         15  Shirley Chisholm, and I certainly knew Bella Abzug

         16  (phonetic), and these two women are from New York

         17  and they are people who are the ones that we look to

         18  in terms of the future and what we need to

         19  accomplish, because they were what we want to be, I

         20  think as women in our City.

         21                 They were the leaders and the

         22  pioneers.

         23                 So, I certainly wish that she was

         24  still with us. I wish Bella Abzug was still with us,

         25  and I also want to say that I was once honored with
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          2  Congressman Mitsui (phonetic), sat next to him and

          3  listened to him and he was a great contributor, not

          4  just to the Asian-American community but all of

          5  Americans.

          6                 Thank you very much.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  Member Dilan.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Yes, Madam

         10  Advocate, I, too, wanted to just extend my praise to

         11  the life's work of Congresswoman Shirley Chisholm. A

         12  very special woman indeed, and as I think about

         13  politics in North Brooklyn and the history of

         14  politics in North and Central Brooklyn, where

         15  Shirley Chisholm represented, a lot of elected

         16  officials can trace their very existence to Shirley

         17  Chisholm. Our City Clerk Victor Robles being one of

         18  them. I would say my father being one of them. I

         19  would say my Godfather. Books Clay, who lost an

         20  Assembly seat by about 100 votes, and is the root of

         21  my political lineage in North Brooklyn, all come out

         22  of the Shirley Chisholm political family tree, if

         23  you will. And I'm more proud of her life's work and

         24  what she did for women's rights at a time when it

         25  was needed, what she did for civil rights at a time
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          2  that it was needed, and even though I never got a

          3  chance to meet her and know her, just through the

          4  people that my political history is around, they

          5  certainly let me know who Shirley Chisholm was, and

          6  I'm proud that they educated me on that, and to

          7  Victor, I'm proud of you for educating me on that.

          8  Thank you very much.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  Member McMahon.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you,

         12  Madam Public Advocate.

         13                 I just need a point of clarification

         14  from our Speaker. Did he say it was Sara Gonzalez's

         15  31st birthday?

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBUAM: Council

         17  Member Fidler, I'm sorry. I didn't see you.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I'm always

         19  hesitant to extend the meeting at this point.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         21  please.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I'm not sure

         23  who is ever listening.

         24                 But I did this at the last meeting

         25  and I'm going to do it again. On January 13th, the
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          2  Transportation Committee is holding a hearing on the

          3  computerization of train operation in the City of

          4  New York. I want to tell you all that this issue is

          5  vitally important to the safety of all our

          6  constituents.

          7                 I want to thank Chairman Liu for

          8  holding that hearing. I think any one of you who has

          9  a constituent that might get on the L Train without

         10  knowing whether they're going to be safe ought to be

         11  at that hearing. The only thing that will stop this

         12  is public knowledge and public outrage and that's

         13  got to start here, because it's starting nowhere

         14  else.

         15                 Madam Public Advocate, thank you for

         16  the attention you've given for this issue as well.

         17  Please come to the Transportation Committee hearing

         18  on the 13th. This is charging down the tracks. We've

         19  got to stop it.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         21  Member Rivera.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you very

         23  much, Madam Public Advocate.

         24                 First I want to say that we're going

         25  to start off this year in a very prosperous way and
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          2  we're going to make sure that this City gets

          3  properly represented by the 51 members here in the

          4  City Council.

          5                 We had an unfortunate loss,

          6  obviously, by Congresswoman Shirley Chisholm, who

          7  was a trendsetter, was someone that we could all

          8  look up to, someone that was an astounding civil

          9  rights activist and the first ever female African

         10  American that came to the US Congress.

         11                 She is someone that we could all look

         12  back to and see a strong, independent woman that was

         13  spearheading the efforts to make sure that our

         14  issues in Brooklyn, in the City of New York, were at

         15  the forefront of Congress and to make sure that her

         16  voice was heard and all the Brooklynites was heard

         17  at the same time.

         18                 We're going to celebrate her life.

         19  Even though we're going to mourn her loss, we are

         20  going to celebrate her life and the job that she has

         21  done for this great City and for our nation.

         22                 And if you actually look back, when

         23  she was elected first to the US Congress, it was

         24  Congress at that time that tried to penalize her by

         25  putting her on the Agricultural Committee, and quite
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          2  honestly, what does a New York City resident know

          3  anything about agriculture? But from what I hear,

          4  she did a phenomenal job at making moves and making

          5  heads turn and making sure that she was vociferous

          6  in her efforts down in the agricultural committee

          7  and they had to remove her.

          8                 So, she actually set up a trend of

          9  being a very useful advocate for a lot of good

         10  issues and she is someone that we can all look up to

         11  and all remember very fondly in all her great

         12  efforts. I want to cherish them, and remember her as

         13  the great individual she was and say that this year

         14  this legislative session will be dedicated to

         15  Congresswoman Shirley Chisholm.

         16                 Thank you.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  Member Clarke.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

         20  Madam Public Advocate.

         21                 I, too, want to add my voice and

         22  praise of the honorable Shirley Chisholm, who has

         23  been a real role model for me and in part of the

         24  extended family.

         25                 Hearing of her passing to me was a
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          2  shock, but I know that her health had been declining

          3  over some time and so I know that the Heavens opened

          4  their arms widely to receive her.

          5                 The legacy that she has left in the

          6  City of New York and indeed throughout this nation

          7  is one that will continue to reverberate that

          8  resides within many of us, and certainly her

          9  tradition of being forthright, being a leader with

         10  respect to women and women of color, is one that we

         11  all aspire to.

         12                 Congresswoman set a very high bar for

         13  leadership, and that's one that I reach for each and

         14  every day when I sit in this seat, and I'm just

         15  proud to have had an opportunity to know her as a

         16  young person coming up, and know that black women

         17  can be in leadership, that black women can express

         18  the will of people within the City of New York, and

         19  indeed throughout this nation, and be effective in

         20  leadership, and that's a legacy that will be with me

         21  until my departing day.

         22                 Thank you.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Vann.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Thank you, Madam
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          2  Public Advocate. I honored to have known the late,

          3  the Congresswoman Shirley Chisholm even before I was

          4  in elected office because she was my representative

          5  and there were issues that we dealt with. So, I got

          6  to know her from that perspective.

          7                 I have a lot of respect for her. I

          8  think all women owe her a debt of gratitude because

          9  she began to provide her leadership in opening up

         10  the process for women throughout this country

         11  actually. Her leadership sort of laid the groundwork

         12  for the political empowerment that was to occur in

         13  the black community throughout Brooklyn initially,

         14  and as you say, throughout the nation. Perhaps more

         15  than anything else she set the standard for

         16  integrity which she personified and which ought to

         17  be the standard that we all reach for as elected

         18  officials and public people representing the public.

         19                 So, may peace be upon her, and our

         20  community loves Shirley Chisholm. She's been loved,

         21  she's respected, and may she rest in peace.

         22                 Thank you.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Comrie.

         25                 Council Member Comrie?
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          2                 Council Member Foster.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Thank you. I

          4  was sitting here and I wasn't going to speak because

          5  everyone has said what I wanted to say about

          6  Congressman Chisholm but I think that I couldn't sit

          7  down, I understand that I am here because she paved

          8  the way, and I am standing on the shoulders that she

          9  so broadly set out for me. And, so, I just want to

         10  say ditto to everything that was said, especially

         11  Council Member James, and extend my condolences to

         12  my family and thank God that he sent us to Shirley

         13  Chisholm to show us how it should be done, and as we

         14  go into this new year and look to make a difference

         15  that is a prime example of how it can be done and

         16  done well.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member Gioia, would you like to vote and make a

         20  comment?

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you,

         22  Madam Public Advocate.

         23                 I request unanimous consent to vote

         24  on all Land Use items, all General Order items, and

         25  all resolutions.
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          2                 I would also like to be associated

          3  with the comments by my colleagues on the passing of

          4  the great Congresswoman, and also offer my

          5  condolences to her family, friends and loved ones.

          6  Thank you.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          8  Thank you.

          9                 Seeing no one else, Council Member

         10  Comrie? Do you see him in there?

         11                 Anybody else?

         12                 Seeing nobody else -- oh, Mr.

         13  Speaker, excuse me. Twice I've ignored you.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Madam

         15  Public Advocate.

         16                 I want to join with my colleagues in

         17  expressing my extraordinary admiration and

         18  appreciation for the life and for the service of

         19  Shirley Chisholm.

         20                 She was an extraordinary New Yorker,

         21  a great American and a great citizen of the world,

         22  and if we all indeed, as Helen Foster said, are

         23  considering how we want to live in this new year, we

         24  could do no better than to resolve to learn from her

         25  lesson and to be a little bit more as she would want
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          2  us all to be in the public's service.

          3                 I wanted to give a moment to a

          4  colleague, a former colleague and a current

          5  colleague, someone who worked very closely with the

          6  Congresswoman, and who helped to make it possible

          7  for her to be that voice of conscience for our

          8  entire City, to give a moment to the clerk of the

          9  City of New York, Victor Robles, to say a few words,

         10  and then we're going to have a resolution that is

         11  being introduced by the entire Council, which we

         12  will read and then have a moment of silence and

         13  adjourn this meeting in memory of Congresswoman

         14  Chisholm.

         15                 Victor.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Thank you, Mr.

         17  Speaker, and my colleagues. Thank you for this rare

         18  occasion. First, I am not going -- I asked my First

         19  Deputy to read it, because I read your in memoriam

         20  and I'm going to tell you that everything that she

         21  lived for is in here, and it's too personal and

         22  emotional to me.

         23                 In this Chamber, many of you shared

         24  with me, and I was one person that would always

         25  stand up and always remind about those before us.
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          2  And one of the persons that I constantly reminded

          3  the world, that I was privileged of knowing and

          4  working in this country with, because when she ran

          5  for President, I remember that presidential

          6  candidates were not assigned Secret Service

          7  protection, and that guy who traveled throughout

          8  this country was myself. So, I am blessed, Mr.

          9  Speaker and my colleagues, for having that

         10  privilege. As a Puerto Rican coming from Puerto

         11  Rico, born there and coming here, it's not often

         12  that we, those of us who come from these

         13  communities, are given the opportunity to allow to

         14  express and to show what God has given to each of

         15  us. But this week has been also annoying to me

         16  because I've watched some of my colleagues, and

         17  others who claim to have known Shirley Chisholm. Let

         18  me just perhaps set the record straight. If the

         19  pioneers of the past are not remembered, it's

         20  because those of us who knew them had failed to

         21  carry on in their legacy.

         22                 So when people say that a school in

         23  Brooklyn named Shirley Chisholm, that the students

         24  there don't even know who she is, and you don't

         25  blame Shirley Chisholm for that. You blame us for
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          2  that.

          3                 And too many times we allow ourselves

          4  to say things real quickly but remember that nobody

          5  gives to us what is rightfully ours unless we do it

          6  ourselves.

          7                 But let me remind you that, thank God

          8  there was a Shirley Chisholm, because if today our

          9  students are able to graduate in the halls of

         10  learning in this state, because of a program that

         11  perhaps we forget was called then "The Seat

         12  Program," it was a Shirley Chisholm back in 1967/'68

         13  that was able to shepard that program through and

         14  many of us today reaped from that program, and look

         15  where we sit today.

         16                 And then there are those who are

         17  saying, I often asked her, because she always

         18  defined for me, the difference between a politician

         19  and a statesperson. I say statesperson, it was back

         20  in the 1970s and '60s when she got elected, if it's

         21  only statesmen, women were supposed to be in the

         22  house and in the kitchen. So when she became the

         23  first black woman elected to Congress, that was

         24  history because that was not supposed to be. It was

         25  not the organization, she was the black horse to get
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          2  elected. And I asked her what's the difference, when

          3  she motivated me and encouraged me, and she says, my

          4  son, because we came that close, don't ever become a

          5  politician.

          6                 Aren't you a politician?

          7                 She says, no. Let me tell you the

          8  difference between them and me. A politician worries

          9  about the next election. A statesperson worries

         10  about the next generation.

         11                 That's what Shirley Chisholm was

         12  about. She planted the seed, and many of us, not

         13  only Brooklyn, North Brooklyn, today there are

         14  women, black women in the Congress of the United

         15  States who are now very influential because they met

         16  this woman called Shirley Chisholm, and when they

         17  met her, they were not even registered to vote, and

         18  after that they became very involved.

         19                 And, so, there was somebody else I

         20  used to use on the floor that she taught me about,

         21  to remind you, Frederick Douglas was a proud

         22  American. She was a proud American, although born in

         23  Brooklyn, West Indian parents, she loved this

         24  country. And even though she fought the

         25  establishment, she never forgot from whence she come
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          2  and what the beauty of this country is.

          3                 And Shirley Chisholm often quoted for

          4  me, Frederick Douglas, when you say power concedes

          5  nothing, it never has, it never will, without the

          6  struggle.

          7                 So, when she ran for President,

          8  people would say did she really think she would be

          9  elected? Well, I hope when they reran for office, we

         10  thought we would be elected, some did, some didn't,

         11  but we came back and got elected.

         12                 And in terms of Shirley Chisholm, she

         13  remembered what Frederick Douglas said. In those

         14  days, the White House and the Administrations of the

         15  past, was not reflective of the people of America,

         16  and she wanted to go into that convention, because

         17  Douglas said power concedes nothing, never will,

         18  never has without the struggle.

         19                 You know, a Mayor of New York, John

         20  Lindsay ran, and he never made it to the very end.

         21  Shirley Chisholm went to the very end and locked in

         22  151 delegate votes, and in New York State I was one

         23  of four of 250. My first presidential convention, I

         24  paid for it, no one gave it to me, and my last,

         25  because I have never seen somebody after her
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          2  motivate me and encourage me to go into a

          3  presidential convention again.

          4                 And she said about Douglas, that 151

          5  delegate votes after she threw in the towel, guess

          6  what? She came back and was elected the first black

          7  woman as secretary of the Democratic Conference of

          8  the House of Representatives, and you know what came

          9  out of that? Did we forget that domestic laborers

         10  before how they used to work in people's houses, and

         11  how people used to say, oh, but mine is very lucky,

         12  I gave her a bundle of clothes. They had no

         13  protection. They had no health coverage. They had no

         14  retirement. The salary, there was no salary. It was

         15  Shirley Chisholm's bill, domestic laborers, that she

         16  shepharded to the Congress, and today many people

         17  may not know who Shirley Chisholm is, but they're

         18  reaping from the history of Shirley Chisholm. So,

         19  what Shirley Chisholm was, was God's gift to her,

         20  and what she became of herself was her gift to God.

         21  May she rest in peace.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         23  nobody else, Council Member Jennings, would you like

         24  to cast your vote?

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Yes. I vote
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          2  aye on all Land Use matters, and I vote aye on all,

          3  except Intro. 469-A, and Intro. 490-A.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: You're going to want

          5  to revise the vote.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes, we will

          7  revise it.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Mrs. Public

          9  Advocate, did you understand my vote just now?

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: It was no on

         12  the last two? All right, thank you.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

         14  today's General Calendar were adopted by a vote of

         15  45 in the affirmative, zero in the negative and zero

         16  abstentions, with the exception of Intro. 322-A,

         17  which was adopted by a vote of 44 in the

         18  affirmative, one in the negative and zero

         19  abstentions, and Intro. 365-A, which is adopted by

         20  43 in the affirmative, two in the negative and zero

         21  abstentions. And Intro. 469-A, was adopted by a vote

         22  of 41 in the affirmative, four in the negative, zero

         23  abstentions. And Intro. 490-A, was adopted by a vote

         24  of 41 in the affirmative, four in the negative, zero

         25  abstentions. And Intro. 144-A which was adopted by a
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          2  vote of 42 in the affirmative, two in the negative,

          3  zero abstentions.

          4                 The revised used Call-Ups vote is 45

          5  in the affirmative and zero negative.

          6                 All rise, please.

          7                 And read the resolution.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Resolution 75-A.

          9                 In memoriam. Shirley Chisholm. By the

         10  entire Council.

         11                 Whereas, the Council has learned with

         12  deep sorrow of the passing on January 1, 2005 of

         13  Shirley Chisholm, educator, politician, activist,

         14  former Congresswoman and friend to the people of New

         15  York; and

         16                 Whereas: Shirley Chisholm leaves

         17  behind a legacy of great good works and significant

         18  accomplishments.

         19                 She was by all accounts a political

         20  trail blazer, who categorically refused to accept

         21  the status quo, and who wasn't afraid to speak her

         22  mind, especially when it was a question of fair and

         23  equal treatment for herself and for others; and

         24                 Whereas: Born to West Indian parents

         25  in Brooklyn, Shirley Chisholm spent her early
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          2  childhood years with her grandmother in Barbados

          3  before returning to New York at age ten to continue

          4  her education; and

          5                 Whereas: Shirley Chisholm began her

          6  professional career as a nursery school teacher, and

          7  also worked as an educational consultant with the

          8  City's Bureau of Child welfare, before entering into

          9  political life and successfully running for the

         10  State Assembly in 1964; and

         11                 Whereas: In 1968 Shirley Chisholm

         12  made history when she became the first black woman

         13  elected to Congress, suddenly catapulted to a place

         14  of national promise, and the position of

         15  extraordinary visibility, Shirley Chisholm took her

         16  seat in the house in 1969 and immediately set about

         17  shaking up the old established order, most notably

         18  the House Seniority System; and

         19                 Whereas: When she was assigned to the

         20  House Agricultural Committee, a position she felt

         21  was irrelevant to her urban constituency, Ms.

         22  Chisholm spoke her mind and succeeded in being

         23  reassigned to the Veteran Affairs Committee; and

         24                 Whereas: Shirley Chisholm epitomized

         25  the great American quality of self-reliance. Her
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          2  many successes and achievements, often in the face

          3  of often overwhelming odds, are powerful reminders

          4  of her faith, her determination, and her fierce

          5  intelligence; and

          6                 Whereas: In 1972, Shirley Chisholm

          7  further solidified her place in history, when she

          8  became the first woman to seek the democratic

          9  presidential nomination, the courage and vision she

         10  demonstrated continues to inspire others today; and

         11                 Whereas: As a Congresswoman, Shirley

         12  Chisholm represented the interests and protective

         13  rights of those in the Bedford Stuyvesant section of

         14  Brooklyn. During her seven terms in the House, she

         15  earned a reputation as a firebrand with the gift for

         16  oratory, an outspoken champion of women, minorities

         17  and the disadvantaged, and a staunch critic of the

         18  Vietnam war; and

         19                 Whereas: Shirley Chisholm was a great

         20  pioneer for opportunity whose life of altruism and

         21  principal make her a role model in the truest sense

         22  of the term; and

         23                 Whereas: For all that she has done as

         24  a private citizen, as Congresswoman, as activist and

         25  advocate for the rights of the underserved, New York
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          2  City is a richer, better place, with greater

          3  opportunities for minorities and with a government

          4  more responsive to the needs of its constituents;

          5  and

          6                 Whereas: Although Shirley Chisholm is

          7  no longer with us, her spirit rests in the hearts of

          8  all who knew and worked with her, to whom she was an

          9  inspiration and with the people of the City of New

         10  York.

         11                 Now, therefore, be it resolved, that

         12  the Council of the City of New York commemorates the

         13  life and mourns the death of Shirley Chisholm who

         14  has served the people of New York, in all the phases

         15  of her public life. The Council expresses its

         16  deepest sympathy to her beloved family and adjourns

         17  today in her memory.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: With that

         19  resolution, I call the meeting of January 4th (sic)

         20  finished.

         21                 (Hearing concluded at 1:55 p.m.)

         22

         23

         24

         25
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