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          2                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: I have had a full

          3  extensive discussion on what exactly we're voting

          4  for with the Hudson Yards application by staff. I

          5  will take exactly two minutes to go through some of

          6  the highlights that I think are of concern for a lot

          7  of the members who were maybe not here while we went

          8  through the different applications.

          9                 We are voting on Land Use Numbers 323

         10  to 329 and 334 to 336. Council Member Perkins has

         11  been here for about two hours, do you want to vote?

         12  He needs to vote early.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you. I

         14  really appreciate the opportunity to vote and go.

         15  I'm sorry I have a pressing matter that I need to

         16  attend to. And I just wanted to first commend

         17  everyone involved, the Chair of this Committee, the

         18  Chair of the Subcommittee, the Councilwoman from the

         19  district and especially the members of our community

         20  that were so vigilant and so assertive about making

         21  sure that whatever was determined included them in

         22  the picture, that it was not going to be just an

         23  initiative that excluded them that was going to be

         24  sensitive to their needs, that the affordability

         25  issues would be defined by their pockets and the
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          2  pockets of their neighbors to guarantee that they

          3  would be able to remain in their neighborhood.

          4                 I'm very concerned about the issues

          5  that 32BJ has raised. I'm very concerned. I'm very

          6  happy that this has been separated from the Jets

          7  Stadium development, because I am opposed to that,

          8  and I'm glad to see that the negotiations were able

          9  to be separated so that that would not be a part of

         10  it.

         11                 With that in mind, I want to again

         12  thank everyone for the wonderful work they've done

         13  and I vote aye. And thank the Chair for letting me

         14  vote.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Very quickly and

         16  just for the record, because many folks were not

         17  here when we went through the original application.

         18                 This is originally a 26 million

         19  square foot of commercial, 16 million square foot of

         20  residential. It is now 24.2 million square foot of

         21  commercial. Most of the bulk has been taken off of

         22  Eleventh Avenue to accommodate the community's

         23  interest. Eight-hundred thousand north of 36th --

         24  39th Street, 292,000 on Eleventh from 36th to 39th

         25  and 200,000 at the four corners. Five-hundred
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          2  thousand square feet are coming off of Tenth Avenue.

          3                 I think one of the most important

          4  portions of this application is the affordable

          5  housing component. We have gone from 16 percent

          6  affordable housing with three percent preservation

          7  to 28 percent in all of affordable housing in this

          8  district. And up to $40 million to be able to be

          9  spent Citywide, in order to be able to create deeper

         10  subsidies for affordable housing throughout the

         11  entire City of New York.

         12                 It is important to note once again,

         13  none of the money that is made from this pilot in

         14  this area is going to be used for the Jets Stadium.

         15  In fact, it was such an issue that we made sure none

         16  of the money would even be used for a tunnel or a

         17  bridge to the stadium or to the convention center.

         18                 The last thing, I'm proud of quite a

         19  few things in this application, but the last thing

         20  is also that the process is so transparent, not only

         21  the development corporation, but the infrastructure

         22  corporation is going to have representatives of the

         23  Speaker and the Comptroller, and then the

         24  Development Corporation will have representatives of

         25  the community board, the Manhattan Borough
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          2  President, the City Council members, and I think

          3  that all in all we can be proud of what we've

          4  accomplished today.

          5                 The last two notes I will say.

          6                 First of all, in the beginning of the

          7  Subcommittee I discussed, you need to be proud of

          8  what you did ten or 20 years down the road. Many of

          9  us will not be in office 20 years from now, but I'm

         10  proud of the fact that in those many years, I will

         11  be able to look around at this project in Hudson

         12  Yards and know that we were just a small part of the

         13  process to make sure that this project succeeded.

         14                 I know that all of us will look back

         15  and know that we did the right thing on so many

         16  different levels.

         17                 I'd also once again like to thank the

         18  staff of the Land Use Committee for all the work

         19  that they did day in and day out, my staff, Jay and

         20  Kirstin. And also Council Member Quinn, who not only

         21  stood up for her constituents in her district, but

         22  made sure that the precedent-setting stuff that --

         23  the precedent setting issues that we took care of in

         24  this application were fair and just to the entire

         25  City of New York.
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          2                 Many of the questions were answered

          3  at the Subcommittee. I know some of you also still

          4  have questions, so I would like to open it to the

          5  floor.

          6                 Council Member Martinez.

          7                 How was that for quick, good? Two

          8  minutes? Three minutes? Go ahead.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         10  Madam Chair.

         11                 I'll just keep it short. I just

         12  wanted to also voice my concern in terms of some of

         13  the issues that were brought up for the future jobs

         14  that are going to be created at this site, and I

         15  also want to encourage the Administration to

         16  continue dialogue with the union to see how we could

         17  come to some sort of agreement or some middle ground

         18  where we could ensure that the jobs that are going

         19  to be created will provide the security needed for

         20  many families.

         21                 I also want to commend Council Member

         22  Quinn and the Administration. This is government at

         23  its best, where we put our heads together and we

         24  work to ensure the future of a great City such as

         25  ours. And, again, I want to thank her for her
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          2  leadership in keeping what's informed, and the

          3  Chairman of the Subcommittee and yourself for the

          4  leadership that you showed in putting this package

          5  together.

          6                 So, congratulations, and I will be

          7  proudly voting aye on all the items.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Any other

          9  questions?

         10                 Councilman Sanders.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you,

         12  Madam Chair.

         13                 I certainly want to join in and

         14  congratulate you for the magnificent work that you

         15  have done on this one. If you were only doing this,

         16  it would be a fantastic thing. That you are doing

         17  this and so many other things is a testament to your

         18  ability.

         19                 I also want to commend the Chair of

         20  the Committee for incredible work on here and also

         21  to commend Council Member Quinn who has been very

         22  diligent in fighting for the rights of her district,

         23  and the rights of all New Yorkers.

         24                 I just want to again remind all of us

         25  that we really have an issue in this City over the
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          2  issue of AMI. That issue has three different bills

          3  that need to be looked at by this Committee, not by

          4  this Committee, by this Council, because it would

          5  address many of these issues and not have them keep

          6  coming up in something that really is a tangent to

          7  the conversation. We need to address it straight up.

          8  New York City is hurt badly by these AMIs.

          9                 I also want to encourage the

         10  Administration that we really, really need to find a

         11  way to do real MWBE.

         12                 I know the Administration is willing.

         13  I know that there have been steps towards this. But

         14  the distance that we have to go between where we are

         15  and a just New York is a great distance indeed. And

         16  on the 16th of January, when the disparity study

         17  comes out, we really will have to figure a way to

         18  tackle this. Otherwise all efforts will continue to

         19  be almost meaningless.

         20                 Thank you very much.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: I'd also just like

         22  to -- I've acknowledged Commissioner Donovan who is

         23  here with us, but also Commissioner/Chair of the

         24  City Planning Commissioner, Chair Burden, who has

         25  joined us.
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          2                 Yes, we already mentioned Doctoroff.

          3  He's hiding back there and listening intently to

          4  everyone's comments.

          5                 Councilman Felder, I apologize. You

          6  told me awhile ago you had to leave. Do you need to

          7  vote?

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I'm happy he's

          9  listening to my comments.

         10                 I apologize, but my son has my credit

         11  card and he's at Century 21. I vote yes.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: I'm going to meet

         13  him right now.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I vote yes.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Any other comments,

         16  questions from Council members?

         17                 Please call the roll.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Chair Katz.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: I proudly vote yes

         20  and once again thank everyone in this room and in

         21  the Committee for the work they've done.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Not to explain

         24  my vote, just a brief comment.

         25                 I want to just join the choir who are
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          2  not too invisible. Of course, Chair Melinda Katz and

          3  Tony Avella, but Chris did an incredible job in

          4  protecting her district and making the City a better

          5  place to live in, and all the staff that work with

          6  you. It was really tremendous, and notwithstanding

          7  32BJ's requests and considerations, which I'm sure

          8  we'll all be working on in the future, I think this

          9  has been an incredible plan for the City.

         10                 So, with that I vote aye. Thank you.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Just before

         13  voting I again really want to thank everybody who

         14  was involved in this effort, particularly the Chair,

         15  the staff, Chris and Gail, everyone at Land Use,

         16  Larian and Jim and David and Ray and the staff to

         17  the Finance Committee, my staff, Danielle Deservo

         18  and Karen Mirowitz, Chuck Meara from the Speaker's

         19  Office, all of the folks from Dan Doctoroff's

         20  Office, in particular Dan and Mark Ricks and Amanda

         21  and Rashan at City Planning and Sean Donovan and

         22  Rafael and everyone at City Planning, Matt and

         23  others, at HPD.

         24                 This really were long negotiations

         25  where a lot of issues where there were not in the
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          2  beginning, a lot of agreement were discussed and

          3  hashed out and both staff on both sides of the

          4  building had to do a tremendous amount of work, and

          5  we've gotten to a place where we have, you know, we

          6  should have counted how many times "unprecedented"

          7  was used today and got a quarter for each one and

          8  we'd have a lot more money for the $40 million

          9  housing fund, because it's true, we really have

         10  unprecedented progress today as it relates to

         11  creating affordable permanent housing in the City,

         12  in my district, and I think it will benefit every

         13  other plan that comes forward because of the work

         14  we've done here today, you know.

         15                 And for those of us who have deep,

         16  myself included, very much so, concerns about the

         17  Stadium and the Administration, to their credit,

         18  worked the best to make it crystal clear that not a

         19  penny of this money generated from this rezoning

         20  will go in any way to the Stadium, and I appreciate

         21  them for making it so that is abundantly clear in

         22  the text.

         23                 There are obviously some outstanding

         24  issues and concerns on 32BJ's part, you know, the

         25  Committee is voting today, we have until the 19th to
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          2  try to resolve that, and any other questions that

          3  people have about the MWBE or other issues or how

          4  the 40 million will be spent.

          5                 But I just want to say that I had

          6  confound concerns when this plan first came to the

          7  Council, and today, you know, although I wish we

          8  could have resolved some of the issues I just

          9  mentioned, and I wish we could have taken the

         10  density down more, but in a massive plan like this

         11  it's about balancing all of the parts of it, and on

         12  balance, this is a very positive thing.

         13                 It is a plan that is significantly,

         14  significantly better than when it was sent to us and

         15  that's because of the hard work the Chair, our

         16  staff, and HPD and City Planning.

         17                 So, I hope everyone in the Committee

         18  and the full Council will vote yes in support of

         19  this plan, and I vote aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Can I explain
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          2  my vote?

          3                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: That depends. Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I think the

          5  City Council, we have an awesome responsibility and

          6  it's a powerful responsibility, and that is to

          7  determine how land is going to be used in this City

          8  and while these issues don't relate to this

          9  particular project, there are developers in this

         10  City that are using imminent domain to usurp even

         11  coming here, there are developers of this City that

         12  are getting land with a non-bidding, non-competitive

         13  process. Often times they come to us and we don't

         14  look at process, we look at affordable housing jobs.

         15  We know that in many of our communities we're very,

         16  very desperate for jobs, particularly in affordable

         17  housing, and this particular project is far too much

         18  unanswered. You don't give up your power and then

         19  say we'll work it out later when it comes to MWBE in

         20  particular. Once you get this up, then you don't

         21  have no real leverage to work things out when you

         22  give up your power.

         23                 And also, 32BJ, that should have been

         24  worked out before we voted. The question, that I

         25  think Councilman Sanders raises an excellent
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          2  question on the AMI, using that for a means for

          3  determining and defining affordable, affordable for

          4  who. Displacement questions are still out there. You

          5  know, how many people will be displaced, and the

          6  jobs that will be displaced. There are still

          7  questions over the retail stores.

          8                 So, I think that there's too many

          9  unanswered questions that we allowed to go down. And

         10  I do want to commend Christine for all the work that

         11  she's done, and I'm glad she's happy with it, but on

         12  a larger scale, too often we vote for stuff, give up

         13  our power with too many unanswered questions and you

         14  lose leverage once you do that and you're at the

         15  mercy of those who now have, you know, the power and

         16  the authority.

         17                 So, I just think we need to protect

         18  our citizens in this City more, when you have power

         19  over land use issues, and with that I abstain from

         20  voting and supporting this project, because I'm not

         21  going to vote on something that has so many

         22  unanswered questions, and takes away our leverage

         23  from really resolving them in an amicable way for

         24  not people just for one district, but for the entire

         25  City. So, I abstain.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Permission to

          4  explain my vote?

          5                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Sure.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Again, I want

          7  to thank all of the parties that were involved in

          8  this historic agreement. There are many pieces to

          9  this agreement that are truly historic, given the

         10  ability to raise the bar on a lot of issues.

         11                 I am concerned about the issues that

         12  Councilman Barron has addressed and Councilman

         13  Sanders, regarding AMI and the MWBE and 32BJ, but

         14  I'm also an optimist, and I think that the door has

         15  been open for real discussion on these issues, and

         16  I'm not prepared to say that we've given up our

         17  opportunity to have the leverage and also create

         18  some new historic opportunities with those issues.

         19                 This City cannot afford to ignore the

         20  needs for MWBE, we can no longer ignore the need to

         21  deal with real AMIs for affordable housing.

         22                 I'm not going to allow this to go

         23  down without me personally being directly involved

         24  in those negotiations.

         25                 There's a disparity study that's
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          2  coming out, where at 50 percent unemployment in and

          3  higher minority communities. If this study, if it

          4  does come out that it does not happen to do some

          5  historical things, ala the other things that have

          6  been done with the $40 million in set-asides with

          7  the 80/20, with the anti-harassment, with the

          8  reducing of the commercial density, with protecting

          9  the dollars for the project, that they're of the

         10  project and solely for the project to return back to

         11  the City, I think there's a precedent for positive

         12  discussions.

         13                 Clearly, the MWBE is something that

         14  we have to take some time with, make it a historical

         15  precedent also. I'm committed to that process

         16  because I can do no less as a Council member to

         17  ensure that we do try to find some new ways to break

         18  ground with that, to ensure that we do include and

         19  be more inclusive in there.

         20                 I'm not going to give up hope. I'm

         21  not going to say that I'm going to give up my power

         22  and leverage, because there are other issues that

         23  are coming before us to the City Council, and if we

         24  don't get it done soon, we're going to have to draw

         25  the line.
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          2                 But I cannot salute Christine Quinn

          3  enough and her community for doing, raising the bar,

          4  creating new minimums that we should deal with to

          5  create affordable housing, the numbers on the AMI

          6  are really up to us, the numbers were determined by

          7  that community. I would have preferred little lower

          8  numbers, but that's a discussion for another day.

          9                 But we have opportunities here. We

         10  now have a new path of open discussion. We need to

         11  make sure that we ramrod (phonetic) our issues and

         12  understand our issues and not let them go just

         13  because we voted today.

         14                 The MWBE is something that is I think

         15  historic. There are other issues that will be coming

         16  out with that, that we really have to embrace in

         17  order for this City to grow in its diversity.

         18                 So, with that I vote aye. I'm also

         19  committed to being a part of this discussion, either

         20  in the room or outside of the room, to ensure that

         21  those other pieces will be taken care of. Thank you.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I vote yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Madam Chair,
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          2  I just want to briefly again commend Council Member

          3  Quinn for setting a historic standard for us all and

          4  future Council Members when discussing the

          5  development of affordable housing in the City of New

          6  York.

          7                 I know that in my district we were

          8  anxious to wait for the result of your negotiation

          9  when speaking and dealing with the issue of

         10  inclusionary zoning, and already you set the

         11  standards. You should be commended and the entire

         12  City and our communities all congratulate you for

         13  that.

         14                 I proudly vote aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Madam

         17  Chair, permission to explain my vote?

         18                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Yes.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Thank you.

         20                 First and foremost, I remember before

         21  I came in there was some reporting on the vote

         22  already, and I think it's important to make clear

         23  that despite some of the media accounts, this

         24  process and this review is not about the Stadium

         25  proposal, and that this Committee is not in fact
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          2  taking a position in favor or against at this point

          3  with respect to the Stadium.

          4                 To that end we have made some

          5  essential modifications on what was originally

          6  presented to ensure that this gift does not become a

          7  vehicle to finance the Stadium.

          8                 I also want to take the opportunity

          9  to actually thank the Administration, and in

         10  particular Mark Ricks, who was essential in working

         11  with my office in receiving information. In fact, he

         12  was quite influential in getting a good grasp and

         13  understanding what this Council was in fact going to

         14  be voting on. Which is another issue.

         15                 Let me go further and say that some

         16  of the reservations that I have obviously include

         17  some of the issues at hand with respect to the home

         18  service workers, the issues obviously outlined by

         19  the unions, I am hopeful that this will be worked

         20  out promptly. It is essential for the working people

         21  of this City, in particular those who are union and

         22  those who should be union, to feel that they have

         23  the opportunity for prosperity and to be part of

         24  organized labor in this City. That is what New York

         25  City, in fact, is about.
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          2                 I also have reservations with respect

          3  to the housing, the affordable housing issues.

          4  Again, I concur with my colleagues, with respect to

          5  the charts and graphs, with respect to the AMIs and

          6  so forth, how they can perhaps have been done with a

          7  lower AMI and provided even more of an ability to a

          8  bigger net of New Yorkers.

          9                 I think that any time the City of New

         10  York, and particular this body look at major

         11  projects, and there's nothing more major than this

         12  project, that will be billions and billions of

         13  public dollars throughout the year, we must ensure

         14  that all communities in this City are participating

         15  and reap those benefits.

         16                 With that I also want to add and

         17  couple the lack of true outlining with regards to

         18  MWBE. A letter in the file is nice. I think there

         19  have to be some goals specifically outlined. And I

         20  believe furthermore, that any time you ask members

         21  of this body to come to a hearing and vote on this

         22  much legislation and have it landed on your desk

         23  seconds before the vote is unacceptable.

         24                 We're professionals, we're

         25  legislators, it is the duty of all sides in this
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          2  debate and future debates of this type of magnitude

          3  to ensure that all the members are sufficiently

          4  informed about what we're voting for.

          5                 None of us should be fishing around

          6  days before a hearing trying to get stats and

          7  figures. Thank you very much. I vote in the

          8  affirmative with expression of those reservations.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Madam Chair,

         11  may I explain my vote?

         12                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: To me this

         14  vote represents two different things, the dread

         15  versus hope. I agree there are many things in here

         16  that one could dread, you could read it in a certain

         17  way and it could represent your worst nightmare.

         18  However, there is enough in here for hope, there is

         19  enough in here that one could find useful and part

         20  of my hope comes from knowing some of the people who

         21  have put their blood, sweat and tears into this.

         22                 Deputy Mayor Doctoroff quickly comes

         23  to mind here. A man who I, or my vote, is placing

         24  much hope in. I vote yes.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of 15 in the

          8  affirmative, none in the negative, and one

          9  abstention, the coupled items are approved with

         10  modifications and referred to the City Planning

         11  Commission.

         12                 Please sign the reports.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Before everyone

         14  goes, I just want to make two things very quickly

         15  rather clear.

         16                 Number one, Christine Quinn and the

         17  community board are going to be co-applicants on

         18  future actions, so I know there is some concern

         19  about the future and things still somewhat up in the

         20  air on some of the issues. The fact that the Council

         21  is going to partake in being co-applicants in many

         22  of these actions I find to be a great step in the

         23  trust factor, and to make sure that the future of

         24  these actions go as we both would like it to go.

         25                 And also, just so the Committee
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          2  knows, we really came to the agreement on the

          3  amendment literally, most of them, yesterday.

          4                 These applications and the

          5  application here once it was filed, once it goes to

          6  the community board, were all sent to us about three

          7  months ago, but really the agreements that have

          8  become the highlight of today's meeting truly were

          9  just agreed upon in the last day or so.

         10                 So, I actually would like to take the

         11  other side of it and thank the Land Use staff for

         12  acquiring this knowledge so quickly, and being able

         13  to put it in the form that is relatively

         14  understandable to every single person, whether

         15  they've been involved with the process or not from

         16  the beginning.

         17                 I really would like to thank them for

         18  the quick work that they did on that.

         19                 This meeting is adjourned. The

         20  Subcommittee meeting is meeting tomorrow, the Zoning

         21  and Franchises, at 9:30. Landmarks is postponed til

         22  11:00 in the morning on Wednesday.

         23                 Meeting is adjourned.

         24  Congratulations.

         25                 (Hearing concluded at 5:11 p.m.)
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