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          1  COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Good morning.

          3  Welcome to today's Finance Committee Meeting. My

          4  name is David Weprin, and I chair the Committee. We

          5  have a number of members that are going to be coming

          6  in, but we're going to start anyway. Presently, and

          7  they get a gold star, are Council Member Sears from

          8  Queens, and Council Member Gale Brewer from

          9  Manhattan. We're joined, as usual, by our

         10  outstanding counsel Jim Caras, and I just want to

         11  announce a new Committee appointee, a new employee

         12  of the Finance Division, and that's Ann Brown, who

         13  is going to be Assistant Counsel to the Committee,

         14  which will help out Jim a little bit, since he has

         15  been a one man operation in preparing these agendas.

         16  So, I know Jim is excited about having Ann, and I

         17  know she'll be an outstanding addition to the staff

         18  of the Finance Committee.

         19                 Today we have two Business

         20  Improvement District items on our agenda, proposed

         21  Resolution 767-A, would set February 16th as a date

         22  this Committee will take up the local law to

         23  establish 161st Street Business Improvement District

         24  in the Bronx.

         25                 On that date, we will hear all those

                                                            5

          1  COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

          2  who will be affected by the establishment of the

          3  BID, who wished to speak, and then we will adjourn

          4  until the statutory period has run before we

          5  actually act on the local law.

          6                 We will also consider Intro. No. 282.

          7  A proposed local law extending the Madison Avenue

          8  BID in Manhattan.

          9                 If you remember after the initial

         10  public hearing on this legislation, and a first

         11  objection period, Small Business Services came

         12  before us and presented this case that for this

         13  proposed extension, we should decline to answer one

         14  of the four questions in the affirmative.

         15                 SBS ask that we revise the boundaries

         16  for the proposed extension to exclude a property,

         17  and call a further hearing as provided by the

         18  Business Improvement District Law.

         19                 We did that, and noticed another

         20  hearing on the extension as revised to exclude a

         21  particular property.

         22                 On December 7th, 2004, we held

         23  another hearing on Intro. No. 282 to let all those

         24  in a district and for the revised proposed extension

         25  be heard, and we adjourned for another 30-day
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          2  objection period.

          3                 It is my understanding that the City

          4  Clerk receive no objections on the revised extension

          5  boundaries.

          6                 In considering the extension of the

          7  Madison Avenue BID as revised, if we can answer the

          8  following four questions affirmatively, we may adopt

          9  the local law.

         10                 The four questions we must be

         11  prepared to answer are:

         12                 1. Were all notices for all hearings

         13  required to be held published and mailed as required

         14  by law and otherwise sufficient?

         15                 2. Does all the real property within

         16  the boundaries of the proposed district or extension

         17  benefit from the establishment of the district,

         18  except as otherwise provided by the law?

         19                 3. Is all real property benefitted

         20  included within the boundaries of the proposed

         21  district or extension?

         22                 And 4) is the establishment or

         23  extension of the district in the best interest of

         24  the public?

         25                 If the Committee finds in the
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          2  affirmative on these four questions, and the number

          3  of objections required to prevent the extension of

          4  the BID were not filed, then this legislation can be

          5  adopted.

          6                 We will ask SBS to address these

          7  questions.

          8                 Finally, we have a partial tax

          9  exemption on a Section 202 project, providing 66

         10  units of housing for low-income seniors in Council

         11  Member Eric Martin Dilan's district.

         12                 Council Member Dilan supports this

         13  project.

         14                 I will now call upon George Glatter

         15  from the Small Business Services agency for a report

         16  on the proposed BID.

         17                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER GLATTER: Good

         18  morning, Chairman Weprin and members of the Finance

         19  Committee.

         20                 I'm George Glatter, Assistant

         21  Commissioner of the Department of Small Business

         22  Services.

         23                 SBS supports the City Council

         24  resolution, setting the time, date and place for the

         25  public hearing concerning the establishment of the
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          2  161st Street Business Improvement District, in the

          3  Borough of the Bronx.

          4                 The 161st BID Steering Committee, has

          5  successfully concluded the outreach work consistent

          6  with SBS program rules.

          7                 In addition, SBS has reviewed the

          8  boundaries of the proposed 161st Street BID, and

          9  found the boundaries to be acceptable.

         10                 The proposed BID includes properties

         11  along 161st Street, between River Avenue and Morris

         12  Avenue, the East Side of River Avenue between 158th

         13  Street and mid-block between 161st Street and 162nd

         14  Street, and contiguous properties on Sheridan

         15  Avenue, between 161st and 162nd Street.

         16                 SBS will arrange for the publication

         17  of the summary of the City Council resolution at

         18  least once in the City Record.

         19                 The 161st Street BID Steering

         20  Committee will arrange for the mailing of a summary

         21  of the resolution as required by law.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Thank you, Mr.

         23  Glatter.

         24                 We've been joined by Council Member

         25  Christine Quinn from Manhattan.
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          2                 Any questions for Mr. Glatter?

          3                 Gale usually has a question. Just

          4  when I need time to stall.

          5                 Yes, Council Member Brewer has a

          6  question.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: One of the

          8  issues that concerns me about the Business

          9  Improvement Districts is what are they doing in

         10  addition to perhaps their main mission, which is to

         11  support the business community. And obviously the

         12  current Commissioner started in his public service

         13  role of 14th Street, doing a great job at Washington

         14  Irving High School and ditto for Monica Blum, who

         15  does a great job, probably -- to the after school

         16  program of Martin Luther King, which is a high

         17  school which is supported by the BID, is one of the

         18  best after school programs in the City of New York.

         19  And it's because it has this melding of support from

         20  the business community, the school community, and

         21  it's an interesting model.

         22                 So, I'm wondering if any of the BIDs

         23  proposed today have thought about this after school,

         24  or working with a local school as a model.

         25                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER GLATTER:
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          2  What's taking place is really about what we're

          3  talking about now, and that's going beyond clean and

          4  safe, that in most cases the BIDs reform to the

          5  clean, safe, and put up holiday lights. But

          6  particularly in the larger BIDs now, they're going

          7  beyond that.

          8                 I mean, if you look at the Downtown

          9  Alliance over here, I would say that economic

         10  development to them is as important as keeping the

         11  place clean. It also spun off a school to work

         12  program, I just can't think of the name right now --

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: It's headed up

         14  by Linda Romell, I know it.

         15                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER GLATTER:

         16  Right. Metrotech in Brooklyn also works at the

         17  schools. There are many, many BIDs now who are going

         18  beyond feeling clean and safe, and we're definitely

         19  encouraging that.

         20                 In fact, I could send you a

         21  publication that we just put together that looks at

         22  best practices of BIDs around the City. And I'll be

         23  glad to send you that.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: That would be

         25  terrific. I would like to do that, because I think
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          2  as time goes on, the way in which BIDs do something

          3  more is of interest.

          4                 I cannot tell you how successful this

          5  particular after school program is, and that, I

          6  assume is on your list of best practices, and maybe

          7  we could help think about such best practices for

          8  other BIDs and encourage them to do that.

          9                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER GLATTER: Yes,

         10  certainly. The Madison Avenue BID, which we're

         11  discussing next, has done a great deal of linking

         12  the BID and the BID businesses to the

         13  not-for-profits in the community, raising money for

         14  cancer research, for some of the other

         15  not-for-profit causes in the Madison Avenue area.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Council Member

         17  Quinn.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: The best

         19  practices documents, since I feel more and more like

         20  every inch of my district almost is a BID, I would

         21  love to get a copy of that as well. I think that

         22  would be very interesting --

         23                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER GLATTER: Sure.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: And useful to

         25  see.
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          2                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER GLATTER: I'll

          3  send it to the Chairman.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Yes, great.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Okay.

          6                 Council Member Brewer.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: The other

          8  question I have is, I have been, I think I told you,

          9  to all of your one-stop employment centers, visit

         10  with them personally. And I'm wondering, is there a

         11  relationship between the BIDs and the One Stop?

         12                 And what I mean by that is, the One

         13  Stops do a great job of, you know, having classes on

         14  computers, classes on bank teller jobs, GED,

         15  resource, library, et cetera. But one of the issues

         16  is, I think it's still hard sometimes, particularly

         17  for the harder to place to find them jobs.

         18                 So my question is, what is the real

         19  relationship between the Business Improvement

         20  Districts and the One Stop? Have all of the

         21  directors been to the One Stop? Is there any kind of

         22  a platform, in terms of databases, et cetera?

         23  Because it seems to me that there may be

         24  possibilities of One Stop participants getting jobs

         25  known to the BID directors.
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          2                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER GLATTER: Some

          3  of this I'll actually have to look into. I do know

          4  where there are One Stops, BID directors have been

          5  in contact, or have been to the One Stop centers,

          6  whether it's downtown Brooklyn or the South Bronx.

          7                 But talking about the 48 BIDs that we

          8  have now, I can't really answer that one.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: But it's

         10  something that could be part of your best practices

         11  for the future?

         12                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER GLATTER: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Because I am

         14  finding that the One Stop Centers are the best kept

         15  secrets in New York City. And nobody knows that

         16  they're there or what services are available. So, my

         17  guess is that unless you're a barber on 125th

         18  Street, or whatever, you don't know that that

         19  wonderful center is there.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Okay. We've been

         21  joined by Council Member Robert Jackson from

         22  Manhattan.

         23                 Welcome. And I could ask the members

         24  to please stay, and we need a quorum for a vote. We

         25  need 12 for a quorum. I saw four members in the
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          2  Chamber.

          3                 Okay, we've been joined by Council

          4  Member Lew Fidler from Brooklyn. Minority Leader

          5  Councilman Jim Oddo from Staten Island, Council

          6  Member Albert Vann from Brooklyn, and Council Member

          7  Dennis Gallagher from Queens, and Council Member

          8  Mike Nelson from Brooklyn. And can somebody add

          9  here?

         10                 Does anyone have any questions on the

         11  Land Use referral in Council Member Dilan's

         12  district?

         13                 I see Council Member Comrie coming.

         14  We just need one more after him.

         15                 Council Member Leroy Comrie. One more

         16  member.

         17                 Okay, we've been joined by Council

         18  Member Boyland from Brooklyn. Call the roll. We're

         19  voting.

         20                 Okay, all three items are going to be

         21  coupled. The two BIDs and the Land Use referral are

         22  all going to be coupled together with one item.

         23                 Call the roll.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye. And I

         14  look forward to the listing of the best practices,

         15  and to finding ways that the BIDs can be even more

         16  creative in terms of the community.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Did you say

         20  Comrie? Aye. Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Pass.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Felder passes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Felder.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: May I be

         16  excused to explain my vote?

         17                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Yes, you may.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I can't

         19  because I don't know what I'm voting on.

         20                 Yes on all.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: We're voting on

         22  setting down February --

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: You don't have

         24  to explain. I came late. It's not your fault.

         25                 Yes on all. Yes on all because James
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          2  is very angry at me.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of 14 in the

          4  affirmative, zero in the negative and no

          5  abstentions, all items are adopted. Council Members,

          6  please sign the Committee report.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 (Hearing concluded at 12:00 p.m.)
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