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TITLE:
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ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Adds a new Chapter 23 to Title 21-A
I. INTRODUCTION

On September 26, 2018, the Committee on Education, chaired by Council Member Mark Treyger, will consider Proposed Introduction Number 561-A (“Prop. Int. 561-A”), sponsored by Council Member Treyger. The Committee previously heard this legislation on June 13, 2018. Representatives from the Department of Education (“DOE”), unions, parents, advocates, and other members of the public testified at that hearing.
II. BACKGROUND
Pursuant to New York State Education Law
 and New York City DOE Chancellor’s Regulation A-660,
 every New York City public school is required to have a Parent Teacher Association (PTA) or a Parent Association (PA), and all parents and legal guardians of children in a school are automatically eligible as members.
 Fundraising activities, such as parameters concerning when fundraisers may be held, prohibited activities, and internal controls concerning moneys collected and expended, as well as required financial reports and reports relating to each fundraising activity, are further regulated by Chancellor’s Regulation.
 PTAs and PAs have the potential to raise substantial amounts of money and effectively increase opportunities for students at a school, while neighboring schools may struggle with budget constraints. Prop. Int. No. 561-A would bring transparency to the contributions made by PTAs and PAs to school budgets.
III. BILL ANALYSIS
Prop. Int. 561-A has been amended since it was introduced as Introduction Number 561. The original version of the bill required DOE to report, no later than October 1 of each year, a list of all PTAs and PAs, the number of parents in each PTA and PA, the number of school staff, including titles, in each PTA and PA, the frequency of each PTA’s and PA’s meetings, the average attendance of the meetings, the dates and results of each PTA’s and PA’s elections, the annual income for PTA and PA fundraising activities, the total funds raised for each PTA and PA, and the annual expenditures for each PTA and PA. These requirements were modified to require DOE to report, no later than December 1 of each year, the total income and expenditure of PTAs and PAs at each school in the prior school year. Additionally, Prop. Int. 561-A requires this information to be reported in total for the city, as well as by community school district and school, and for the information disaggregated by school to include student demographic information, including but not limited to race and ethnicity and English language learner status.

As with the original version of the bill, the law would take effect immediately.
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Proposed Int. No. 561-A

By Council Members Treyger, Torres, Adams, Rose, Levin, Lander, Rivera and Rosenthal 

..Title

A LOCAL LAW

To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the reporting of information regarding parent-teacher association and parent association chapters in public schools

..Body 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Title 21-A of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new chapter 23 to read as follows:

CHAPTER 23

PTA AND PA REPORTING

§ 21-990 PTA and PA reporting. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
PA. The term “PA” means a parent association in a school of the city school district of the city of New York, which is an organization of the parents of students created and established by the parents’ vote.

PTA. The term “PTA” means a parent-teacher association in a school of the city school district of the city of New York, which is established when the parent members of a PA vote to amend their bylaws to extend membership to teachers, as well as other categories of staff.

School. The term “school” means a school of the city school district of the city of New York that contains any combination of grades from and including pre-kindergarten through grade 12.
b. Not later than December 1, 2019, and on or before December 1 annually thereafter, the department shall submit to the speaker of the council and post on the department’s website a report regarding the income and total expenditure for each PA and PTA in the prior school year.

c. All information required to be reported by this section shall be aggregated citywide, as well as disaggregated by community school district and school.  Information disaggregated by school shall be further disaggregated by student demographic information, including but not limited to race and ethnicity and English language learner status.

§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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� See N.Y. Educ. Law § 2590-h.


� See New York City Department of Education Regulation of the Chancellor A-660. See also New York City Department of Education Regulation of the Chancellor A-610.


� See. New York City Department of Education Website, “Parent Leadership”, available at http://schools.nyc.gov/Offices/FACE/ParentLeader/SchoolLeadership.htm (Last accessed June 5, 2018). 


� Supra note 2. 
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