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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: We have guests, an

          3  awful lot of them here today, and Gale is going to

          4  introduce each one by name. No, I'm just kidding.

          5                 Gale is going to introduce our guests

          6  here today. And Council Member Brewer, we appreciate

          7  you bringing them to be here with us.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you,

          9  Speaker Miller.

         10                 I want everybody to note Speaker

         11  Miller is head of 51 City Council members, and he is

         12  the boss of all of us and he makes this body move

         13  agendas forward.

         14                 We're here today because this is

         15  Computer Learning Month, and this is the

         16  proclamation for Computer Learning Month.

         17                 And we have the Dominican Women's

         18  Center for Development, with Rosita Romero, and many

         19  of her staff and students, where they do a wonderful

         20  job using computers to provide education, language

         21  assistance and everything to improve one's life in a

         22  community.

         23                 Let's give a big round of applause to

         24  Rosita Romero, right here.

         25                 The many young people are from the
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          2  Computer School, which has two branches on the Upper

          3  West Side. It is headed up by the principal Robert,

          4  we call him Bob Feinstein, and he has many, many

          5  sixth graders here, 65 sixth graders, PTA

          6  presidents, Jeanie Curwin and Val Melo, who when the

          7  Chancellor says he receives move calls from the West

          8  Side parents than the rest of the City combined,

          9  he's talking about Jeanie and Val and all the West

         10  Side parents.

         11                 Give them a big round of applause.

         12                 We also have Steve Segalman who is

         13  the founder of The Computer School. The Computer

         14  School was the first in New York City to use

         15  computers and classrooms. It was 1983, folks, when

         16  they started using computers in classrooms at The

         17  Computer School.

         18                 And then finally, but not least, we

         19  have the Council of Senior Services, Mildred Spicer,

         20  Roberta Gainer and Maggie Domenick, and they run a

         21  wonderful computer program for seniors on the West

         22  Side.

         23                 This is the face of our future,

         24  everybody, and we're here to honor them for the work

         25  that they do.
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          2                 I also want to thank Shula Warren

          3  from our office who initiated this and put it all

          4  together, and who is awesome in her own right.

          5                 Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Council

          7  member.

          8                 If the clerk could read the

          9  proclamation.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Council, City of

         11  New York, Proclamation.

         12                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         13  New York is proud and pleased to dedicate October

         14  "Computer Learning Month" and to honor institutions

         15  dedicated to promoting computer literacy amongst the

         16  communities and residents of New York City; and

         17                 Whereas: Computer literacy has become

         18  an important part of an individual's educational,

         19  social and professional developments; and

         20                 Whereas: The Council Senior Center on

         21  the Upper West Side provides an excellent computer

         22  training program, offering small introductory

         23  classes with individualized attention to instill

         24  confidence in beginners, and more advanced courses

         25  that enable seniors to utilize their skills
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          2  independently; and

          3                 Whereas: The Abigail Mejia Technology

          4  Center, a project of the Dominican Women's

          5  Development Center, fulfills its mission of

          6  providing high quality computer technology access

          7  and education by offering adult education and

          8  literacy courses to the Dominican and Latina women

          9  of the Washington Heights/Inwood neighborhoods.

         10  Their methods and techniques provide a rich and

         11  productive learning environment that helps students

         12  overcome acculturation challenges and fosters

         13  scholastic success; and

         14                 Whereas: MS 245, a.k.a. The Computer

         15  School, one of the most sough after and highly

         16  regarded middle schools in Manhattan, combines a

         17  comprehensive interdisciplinary curriculum that

         18  balances the arts, sciences, and humanities while

         19  having full access to an extensive array of laptop

         20  and desktop computer technology. Its diverse student

         21  body also engages in a wide range of after-school

         22  activities from robotics, web design, and rocketry

         23  as well as programs involving the City's many arts

         24  and cultural institutions.

         25                 Whereas: These organizations and the
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          2  individuals behind them embody the true spirit of

          3  community by empowering New Yorkers of all ages and

          4  backgrounds, and such a devotion to building on our

          5  City's educational and cultural traditions deserves

          6  high praise; and

          7                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          8  City of New York honors October 2004 as "Computer

          9  Learning Month" and commend the efforts and

         10  contributions of the Council Senior Center, Abigail

         11  Mejia Technology Center, and MS 245; and are proud

         12  they are a part of our great city.

         13                 Gifford Miller, Speaker for the

         14  Entire Council; Gale Brewer, Council Member 6th

         15  District, and the Chair of the Technology In

         16  Government Committee; Miguel Martinez, Council

         17  Member 10th District, Manhattan.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         19                 Yes, applaud.

         20                 We are so grateful to have all of you

         21  here with us today, especially the young people.

         22  Thank you all for coming down to City Hall, because,

         23  really, every single day what we try to do is to

         24  remember the most important work that's going on in

         25  this City is what's going on in the classroom that
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          2  you guys are in. So, thank you so much for all your

          3  doing.

          4                 We have a couple of people who are

          5  going to say a couple of words on behalf of the

          6  various organizations that are represented here.

          7                 First Rosita Romero, on behalf of the

          8  Dominican Center for Development.

          9                 Rosita.

         10                 MS. ROMERO: Thank you very much. We

         11  would like to thank the Speaker Miller and

         12  Councilwoman Gale Brewer for this recognition.

         13                 This is a very important program in

         14  our community. We teach ESL and GED preparation

         15  through the computers. The women are very happy

         16  because they are learning the language, they are

         17  also learning to use the computer.

         18                 We serve more than 360 women per

         19  year, and I would like to take this opportunity to

         20  let the Speaker and the Councilman know that this

         21  program is only funded until March of next year. If

         22  we don't have the support to continue this program,

         23  over 300 women are not going to have the services

         24  and we really need it in this Committee, so we count

         25  on your support on that. Thank you.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Rosita.

          3                 Next we're going to hear from Maggie

          4  Domenick on behalf of the Council of Senior

          5  Services.

          6                 MS. DOMENICK: Hi. I'd like to say

          7  it's a really great honor to be here, and to be a

          8  part of this ceremony.

          9                 I have a little tiny story to tell.

         10  One of my computer students came in yesterday

         11  morning really proud. She and her friends went to

         12  the phone bank to do some volunteering and she was

         13  the only one in the group who knew how to operate

         14  the computer, because all the phones were

         15  computerized. She was pretty excited when she came

         16  into class yesterday and I was really proud of her.

         17                 So, seniors are becoming a face of

         18  the future.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Maggie.

         21                 Bob Feinstein of The Computer School.

         22                 Bob.

         23                 MR. FEINSTEIN: We're very proud to be

         24  here today. The Speaker has been instrumental, along

         25  with Council Member Brewer, in continuing our
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          2  efforts to increase the computer literacy of our

          3  students and to send them out into the world having

          4  the tools that they need to become not only

          5  intelligent citizens, but active ones as well.

          6                 So, we thank all of the members of

          7  the City Council, but especially the Speaker and

          8  Gale Brewer.

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, all.

         11                 We are so proud of the work that

         12  you're doing. We're proud to have the honor to

         13  recognize it here this morning, this afternoon, and

         14  thank you all for being here. And keep up the great

         15  work on behalf of the people of the City of New

         16  York.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: We want to do

         18  very quickly three pictures, so let's have the three

         19  women come up.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: You know what I like

         21  to say, Alan? I like to say I met her at a bar down

         22  on something street where they drank champagne and

         23  it tastes just like Cherry Cola, I believe.

         24                 This is LOLA, L-O-L-A, LOLA. I'm not

         25  going to sing, though.
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          2                 So, my colleagues, we have a very

          3  special guest, who almost inspired me to song, and

          4  Council Member Gerson has made it possible for our

          5  guests to be here, and Council Member Gerson, if you

          6  would introduce our guests.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Mr. Speaker,

          8  thank you very much.

          9                 This is a, I believe a City Council

         10  first. We are presenting a proclamation to LOLA, our

         11  official City robot. So, that's LOLA, and I will ask

         12  the award-winning Stuyvesant Robotics Team to come

         13  forward.

         14                 Mr. Speaker, watch out. It's been

         15  trained to spot speakers.

         16                 This is great for campaigning, my

         17  colleagues. There you go.

         18                 There you go, Council Member Jackson.

         19  If I would ask the Robotic Team to come forward.

         20                 Mr. Speaker, we honor LOLA. We honor

         21  Sonya Galante. Forgive me if I mispronounce any

         22  names. William Silversmith, Diane Castner, Joshua

         23  Castner, Jason Raisa, Ian Fergusson, students

         24  present of the Stuyvesant Robotics Team, teachers

         25  and faculty advisors. Mr. Raphael Colon and James
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          2  Leonardo. Mentor and recent graduate, Gordon

          3  Frankin. And finally, proud parent Bob Silversmith,

          4  Leah Castner, Abby Lan for Phil Galone, and Carolyn

          5  Galone, the parents who could not be here.

          6                 If everyone could come forward. It's

          7  appropriate that we have this juxtaposition wherein

          8  as we honor Computer Learning Month, we honor LOLA

          9  the robot. LOLA was number one in the 2003 Regional

         10  Robotics Competition.

         11                 So, LOLA is a gem and a prize. She is

         12  our home-grown robot, number one. But, Mr. Speaker,

         13  as we honor LOLA, we honor the men and the women and

         14  the teachers and the parents of the Stuyvesant

         15  Robotics Team, who combined their brilliance and

         16  their talent and their technological savvy with

         17  heart and humanitarian commitment, LOLA. And they

         18  are the future, and this should symbolize the future

         19  of education throughout our City as an example.

         20                 At this time, Mr. Speaker, I believe

         21  our Education Chair, Council Member Moskowitz,

         22  wanted to say a few words.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Alumna. Council

         24  Member Moskowitz.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: I just
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          2  want, as an alumni, wanted to congratulate the

          3  Stuyvesant students. This is terrific, and we hope

          4  to expand these programs so that all children in the

          5  City of New York have the opportunity to engage in

          6  this kind of activity.

          7                 Thank you very much.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: If the clerk could

          9  read the proclamation.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council of the City of

         11  New York, Proclamation.

         12                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         13  New York is pleased and proud to honor LOLA, and the

         14  entire family of the Robotics Club of Stuyvesant

         15  High School; and

         16                 Whereas: Born in 2003 at Stuyvesant

         17  High School, to a club founded in 2000 that is

         18  designed to promote interest in the studies of

         19  robotics. Through teamwork with students, mentors

         20  and sponsors we increase robotics awareness in our

         21  community and encourage learning in engineering,

         22  computer science, web design, 3D animation,

         23  business, fundraising and marketing; and

         24                 Whereas: LOLA, JACK, stuyle, and the

         25  entire family at the Robotics Club of Stuyvesant
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          2  High School, Team 694, annually work tirelessly over

          3  a six-week period to build a robot in the FIRST (For

          4  the inspiration and Recognition of Science and

          5  Technology) Robotics Competition, an exciting,

          6  multinational competition that teams professionals,

          7  parents, students and the entire community to solve

          8  an engineering design problem in an intense,

          9  competitive, and cooperative way; and

         10                 Whereas: LOLA performed brilliantly

         11  in the March 2003 New York City FIRST Regional

         12  Competition alongside other fellow cousin robots

         13  from local high schools. She became champion of the

         14  tournament beating more than 30 other local high

         15  schools. Also her brother JACK earned the 2002

         16  Engineering Inspiration Award; and

         17                 Whereas: LOLA, joined now by LARRY,

         18  will continue to build on the commitment of

         19  professional development of an incredible group of

         20  parents, faculty, volunteers, and mentor with the

         21  community by guiding other Lower Manhattan high

         22  schools and middle schools, Robotics and Lego league

         23  teams; and

         24                 Whereas: The theme of the LOLA,

         25  Whatever LOLA Wants from the musical show Damn
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          2  Yankees: "Whatever Lola wants; Lola gets; And little

          3  man; little Lola wants you; Make up your mind to

          4  have no regrets; Recline yourself, resign yourself,

          5  you're through; I always get what I aim for; And

          6  your heart's soul is what I came for" personifies

          7  the her and her family's success, desire, and

          8  passion of the entire process; now, therefore

          9                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         10  City of New York honors and recognizes the

         11  engineering and teamwork excellence of LOLA and Team

         12  694, THE ROBOTICS CLUB OF STUYVESANT HIGH SCHOOL,

         13  for their outstanding and extraordinary efforts in a

         14  practical education and community development.

         15                 Gifford Miller, Speaker for the

         16  Entire Council; Alan J. Gerson, Council Member, 1st

         17  District, Manhattan.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         19                 We are so proud of your

         20  accomplishments. This really does represent the best

         21  that this City has to offer, and we are so excited

         22  about the fact that you're excited about what you do

         23  in school, and the fact that you're doing great

         24  things and that it's being recognized, and that LOLA

         25  could be here with us today.
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          2                 And I want to thank all of you and

          3  congratulate all of you on behalf of all of the

          4  people of the City of New York, and ask your

          5  teacher, Mr. Colon, to say a few words, and

          6  introduce a couple of students.

          7                 Mr. Colon.

          8                 MR. COLON: Thank you. Thank you. I'd

          9  like to thank Speaker Miller, and the Councilman for

         10  allowing us, or presenting us with this

         11  proclamation, and for the Stuyvesant High School to

         12  be able to present LOLA Robot here.

         13                 I'd also like to present

         14  co-presidents, Sonya and Ian, who will actually say

         15  something about the robot and what they actually

         16  learned from it.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 SONYA: My name is Sonya, and this is

         19  Ian, we're co-presidents of the Stuyvesant Robotics

         20  Club Team No. 694. Our robot participates in the

         21  first competition, which has over 1,000 teams, and

         22  our team number is 694. So, that's why we have 694

         23  on all of our shirts.

         24                 We would like to thank the City

         25  Council, Speaker Miller, and Councilman Gerson for
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          2  granting us this proclamation, and allowing us to

          3  show our robot LOLA here. And we really enjoyed

          4  being able to participate in robotics, because it's

          5  one of the few real world opportunities that we can

          6  get while still in high school.

          7                 MR. IAN: Yes, I would also just like

          8  to add on that it really has been a great

          9  opportunity for me, and it would be really great for

         10  such things to continue in technology and schools,

         11  and it's just been amazing. So, thank you.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Mr. Speaker, I

         13  just do need to add that this team has also

         14  volunteered to go into other schools and spread the

         15  knowledge and their experience to help other young

         16  people learn these skills.

         17                 Tomorrow also we celebrate the

         18  centennial services. I, too, am a grad and I had a

         19  hard enough time with the computer punch cards, I

         20  can't even imagine this.

         21                 Congratulations, we're so proud of

         22  you.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Indeed.

         24  Congratulations. Thank you for being here.

         25                 Okay, my colleagues, Council Member
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          2  Moskowitz and I have a very special guest who is

          3  here with us, and I would love it if Council Member

          4  Moskowitz would do the honor of introducing her.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: It is my

          6  great pleasure to present this proclamation to Ms.

          7  Evelyn Lauder, who has many, many accomplishments,

          8  but one of the things that most impresses me about

          9  the work that she has done, is the work she has done

         10  on breast cancer research and breast cancer

         11  awareness. It is Breast Cancer Awareness Month, and

         12  Evelyn Lauder has been instrumental in not only

         13  providing funds and leadership for this incredibly

         14  important concern, but more importantly has played

         15  an instrumental role in this City and nationally in

         16  speaking openly and honestly about this horrific

         17  disease. And I really think that it's important to

         18  reflect that ten years ago or 20 years ago or 30

         19  years ago, this disease could not be spoken about

         20  publicly, and part of the answer to the cure, is to

         21  be able to be honest and open about this disease.

         22                 So, it is a great pleasure to welcome

         23  Evelyn Lauder to the Chambers and to present her

         24  with this proclamation.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Council
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          2  member.

          3                 And I certainly share in all of your

          4  feelings on that subject, and we'd be very grateful

          5  if the clerk could read the proclamation.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: The Council of the

          7  City of New York, Proclamation.

          8                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          9  New York is pleased and proud to honor Evelyn H.

         10  Lauder for her dedication to improving the lives of

         11  others; and

         12                 Whereas: Today, we are immensely

         13  proud to honor Evelyn H. Lauder for her truly

         14  distinguished contributions to our City, state and

         15  nation. Ms. Lauder is a woman whose passion,

         16  intelligence and vision have enabled her to embrace

         17  challenges and achieve singular success, both

         18  professionally and personally; and

         19                 Whereas: Evelyn Lauder is currently

         20  Senior Corporate Vice President of The Estee' Lauder

         21  Foundation. Her unparalleled leadership and creative

         22  insights have helped this company maintain its

         23  stellar reputation as one of the most renowned

         24  cosmetics companies in the world; and

         25                 Whereas: Evelyn Lauder is also a
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          2  respected leader in our City's cultural and

          3  philanthropic life. She has given energy, time, love

          4  and important resources to a number of worthwhile

          5  causes and organizations, including City parks and

          6  playgrounds, not-for-profits devoted to health and

          7  human services, education and inner-city schools,

          8  the environment, the arts, and women's causes; and

          9                 Whereas: However, it is for her

         10  formidable role in the battle to defeat breast

         11  cancer that Evelyn Lauder is perhaps best known. She

         12  is largely responsible for developing the now

         13  ubiquitous symbol for breast health: the pink

         14  ribbon. Along with this, Ms. Lauder organized the

         15  distribution of materials on breast cancer

         16  awareness, in particular "breast self-exam"

         17  instructions; and

         18                 Whereas: In her tireless efforts to

         19  spread awareness, treat the ongoing problems of

         20  breast cancer in the local community and the rest of

         21  the world, and promote further research, Ms. Lauder

         22  has raised millions of dollars which have produced

         23  not only a breast and diagnostic center on East 64th

         24  Street, but also the Breast Cancer Research

         25  Foundation; and
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          2                 Whereas: In her personal life, Ms.

          3  Lauder is a celebrated photographer with solo

          4  exhibitions and two monographs to her credit. Her

          5  photos, in the finest tradition of art, help us

          6  realize the potential of our moments, and show us

          7  what can be accomplished when one pays careful

          8  attention to the world, and to others. Evelyn has

          9  truly enriched us with her presence and it is with

         10  the deepest gratitude of this legislative body that

         11  we honor her accomplishments; now, therefore

         12                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         13  City of New York most gratefully honors EVELYN

         14  LAUDER for her extraordinary contributions to our

         15  Nation.

         16                 Gifford Miller, Speaker for the

         17  Entire Council; Eva Moskowitz, Council Member, 4th

         18  District.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Evelyn, we're so

         20  grateful that you're here and we have this chance to

         21  honor you for all you've done for the people of this

         22  great City and our country, and we'd be very, very

         23  grateful if you would say a few words.

         24                 MS. LAUDER: Firstly, thank you very,

         25  very much, to you and to Eva, for this really
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          2  distinguished honor from the City Council.

          3                 I want to say that in the end, I hope

          4  that the Breast Cancer Research Foundation will go

          5  out of business as the strength of New York City

          6  increases, and that eventually we will be able to

          7  prevent breast cancer and we're en route right now.

          8  There are 26 accomplishments that have been able to

          9  be achieved during the ten years that we've raised

         10  almost $100 million. And as a result, we feel that

         11  we've made huge progress for all women, not only of

         12  New York but for the nation and the rest of the

         13  world.

         14                 So, I thank you very much.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. Thank you.

         16  We couldn't agree with you more. Thank you so much.

         17                 MS. LAUDER: Thank you.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: We have a final

         19  surprise from Council Member Rivera, our great

         20  Majority Leader.

         21                 Council Member Rivera.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you very

         23  much, Mr. Speaker.

         24                 First I want to thank everybody for

         25  coming out here. What I want to do today is
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          2  recognize the Council members that came out to

          3  Hostos Community College the other day to support

          4  Assemblyman Louie Diaz and myself in our endeavor to

          5  redo the Hostos basketball court. And I want to give

          6  a citation out to each member for their hard work

          7  and their dedication in that game.

          8                 Let me tell you, we did lose by three

          9  points in a score of 53 to 50, but that's only

         10  because they had a ringer from Long Island about

         11  6'6" that scored about 25 to 30 points. So, the

         12  heart and the dedication that we had in the City

         13  Council showed that we are the more formidable team.

         14                 Besides, the fact is they're a

         15  part-time legislature, not full time, they play ball

         16  all the time, we don't. So, we did very, very well.

         17                 So, I want to call the members up. We

         18  have Council Member Peter Vallone, who did a

         19  phenomenal job. Council Member Dennis Gallagher, can

         20  you please come up? We have our Speaker, obviously,

         21  who played and who gave his sweat, his blood, and

         22  his hamstring to the game. We have Council Member

         23  Hiram Monserrate. We have Council Member Robert

         24  Jackson in the back. Council Member Charles Barron.

         25  Mike Nelson also joined us.
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          2                 We also had Melinda Katz who came out

          3  to support, Council Member Leroy Comrie who was

          4  there in support, and Maria Baez. Can you please

          5  come forward? Oliver Koppell, you showed up as well.

          6                 Now, the two VPs that we had in the

          7  game were Jackson Robert, for all of his great

          8  lay-ups, and Dennis Gallagher for all of the outside

          9  three-pointers. And besides, let me tell you, let me

         10  tell you, these guys gave it all. They put Louis

         11  Diaz on the ground a couple of times. They put Carl

         12  Hesi on the ground. We played hard and next year

         13  we're going to win.

         14                 Thank you very much.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Joel.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Will the

         17  meeting please come to order.

         18                 All rise for the pledge.

         19                 I pledge allegiance to the flag of

         20  the United States of America, and to the republic

         21  for which it stands, one nation, under God,

         22  indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

         23                 Roll call.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Present.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Present.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: We have a quorum,

          7  Ma'am.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: A quorum is

          9  present.

         10                 Adoption of the Minutes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         13  please.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Messages and

         16  Papers from the Mayor.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 324.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Sanitation and Solid

         19  Waste Management.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 325.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Sanitation and Solid

         22  Waste Management.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         24  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 326.

                                                            31

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Rules, Privileges and

          3  Elections.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 327.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Rules, Privileges and

          6  Elections.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 328 on page

          8  two through M 356 on page five.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Transportation

         10  Committee.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

         12  and Communications.

         13                 Quiet, please. There's too much

         14  noise.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         17  Call-Ups.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 357.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: At this point I would

         20  ask the clerk to call the roll on the Land Use

         21  Call-Up.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

                                                            33

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes. Here.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         25                 (No response.)
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: I vote aye

         10  on all, and I abstain on LU 283.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: It's a Land

         12  Use Call.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Oh, I'm

         14  sorry.

         15                 Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Today's Land

         15  Use Call-Ups were adopted by a vote of 49 in the

         16  affirmative, zero in the negative.

         17                 Communication from the Speaker.

         18                 Quiet, please. Your Speaker is about

         19  to speak.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, today

         21  we do a number of important pieces of legislation,

         22  the most important of which is a package of

         23  legislation aimed at improving and strengthening our

         24  campaign finance system.

         25                 This is a subject which is, of
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          2  course, important, particularly important to Council

          3  members, and we all have to run for elective office,

          4  important to all of the citizens of this City,

          5  because this City has one of the most progressive,

          6  most effective and widely recognized as best

          7  Campaign Finance systems in the country.

          8                 And one of the reasons it's such an

          9  effective and positive system is that after every

         10  election, this Council has gone back with the

         11  Campaign Finance Board, and with good government

         12  groups and with citizens and examined what are the

         13  problems in the system, and has worked to address

         14  them.

         15                 The package of legislation that is

         16  before you today is legislation that will strengthen

         17  that system, further level the playing field, and

         18  ensure that we have free and fair elections in this

         19  City for generations to come.

         20                 It's the right thing to do. I want to

         21  thank my colleagues for their support, and I want to

         22  particularly acknowledge the leadership of

         23  Councilman Bill Perkins, the Chair of the Government

         24  Operations Committee, who has done a tremendous job

         25  of holding four hearings, innumerable hours of
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          2  testimony, as well as consultations with you. I want

          3  to thank my staff for working with each of you on

          4  the suggestions and comments that you raised, and

          5  say to you that this is not the end of our process,

          6  we continue to work together to try to make sure the

          7  Campaign Finance Board and the City is strengthened

          8  in the sense that it acts in an appropriate, a fair

          9  and reasonable way, in order to make sure that our

         10  elections are free and competitive.

         11                 With regard to that, there are a

         12  number of provisions here that I think make

         13  particular sense. First, that we're taking steps

         14  such as we can to further reduce the influence of

         15  money in elections by reducing contributions,

         16  reducing the contribution limit and reducing the

         17  impact of corporate dollars on those elections even

         18  that are outside the voluntary municipal finance

         19  system.

         20                 Second, that we are further leveling

         21  the playing field of those who are competing in

         22  elections in which one candidate has decided to

         23  spend more than three times the legal limit in terms

         24  of this expense in the race. That we have taken

         25  steps to address the matters such as newsletters and
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          2  the number of contributions that are limited in

          3  order to reduce the amount of public funds that are

          4  going into races that aren't truly competitive. And

          5  that we are providing for means for those who are

          6  self-finance candidates to stay within the system so

          7  that the spending limits can stay on as many people

          8  as possible.

          9                 The result of this legislation is

         10  that we will have a better system that is focused on

         11  the things that campaign finance systems are

         12  supposed to be focused on, encouraging the

         13  contributions of individuals, particularly New York

         14  City residents, keeping those contributions as small

         15  as possible, setting reasonable spending limits so

         16  that elections remain that, elections, and not

         17  auctions, and everybody plays by the same rules and

         18  fully discloses what it is that they're spending

         19  their money on and how.

         20                 I strongly recommend this package of

         21  legislation to you. I want to thank all of my

         22  colleagues that worked so hard in making this

         23  legislation so strong, and urge you all to vote yes

         24  on that package of legislation.

         25                 And I would like to just finally,
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          2  with the time that I have, note that Private Sean

          3  McCabe, who was a former staff member of Councilman

          4  Joe Addabbo, who has just completed basic training

          5  in the United States Army and awaiting assignment to

          6  Iraq is here with us, and I want to thank Private

          7  McCabe for his service to our country, and to our

          8  City.

          9                 Where is he? Private McCabe, thank

         10  you for being here and for your service to our City

         11  and our country.

         12                 And with that, thank you very much.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         14  of General Orders.

         15                 Council Member Felder.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you,

         17  Madam Public Advocate.

         18                 This afternoon will live in good

         19  government infamy. I'm not here to debate the merits

         20  of the Campaign Finance proposals on the floor, but

         21  I am here to argue the timing. The City Council is

         22  rewriting the election law in an election year, and

         23  I cannot support that.

         24                 We have a responsibility both to our

         25  constituents and to our City to act conscientiously.
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          2  These three laws will affect every single one of us.

          3  And it's to our advantage to pass these laws, which

          4  is why we cannot.

          5                 We shouldn't even hear this today. If

          6  you want Campaign Finance Reform, fine. Let's talk

          7  after the election when we're all lame ducks, or let

          8  it take effect after the 2005 election. But here and

          9  now? No, it's not reform if it's in an election

         10  year.

         11                 So, I say to you this afternoon, that

         12  I will not participate in a campaign finance system

         13  changed in an election year. And I say this as

         14  someone who has always been a participant. I will

         15  pass up all the matching funds that I would be

         16  entitled to, and I won't touch a single dirty

         17  dollar.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member Brewer.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I rise to

         21  speak in favor, mostly because of people like Gene

         22  Russianoff and some of the groups that have spent a

         23  great deal of time thinking about campaign finance.

         24                 I will also argue, of course, that

         25  for the world to know that this is probably the most
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          2  closely looked upon legislative and political body

          3  in the country in terms of the quality of the law

          4  that we abide by. And it is very strenuous, as it

          5  should be, but I will just add that as the public is

          6  watching and thinking what exactly does the City

          7  Council do and thinking all politicians are corrupt,

          8  which is often what is the basic mantra on the

          9  street, I point out that that is not true. And also,

         10  the fact of the matter is, that this law makes us

         11  even more accountable to the credit of the Speaker

         12  and Bill Perkins and the Campaign Finance Board, but

         13  to me, most particularly to the people like Gene

         14  Russianoff, since 1978, who have been thinking about

         15  this.

         16                 So, I actually vote for this bill,

         17  thanking Gene, in particular, for his many, many

         18  years of thinking about campaign finance reform.

         19                 Thank you very much.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         21  nobody else -- Council Member Jennings.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Good

         23  morning, Mrs. Public Advocate, my colleagues. My

         24  concern regarding this bill is that in the manner of

         25  which it was presented to us, the process.
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          2                 Since I came into this body, I've

          3  always been for good government. And one of the

          4  things I did is form the Fresh Democracy Council,

          5  with all of us joined together to participate in, to

          6  making sure that democracy flows correctly to this

          7  body.

          8                 My disappointment in this bill is not

          9  the bill itself, because I know there's good

         10  intentions of this bill, but the process of which

         11  it's coming to the floor today.

         12                 At 5:49 p.m. on Monday night, we

         13  discovered the next morning that a fax came into our

         14  office telling us that there was a hearing of

         15  Government Ops Committee at 11:00 the next day.

         16                 Well, my understanding, this hearing

         17  was not sufficiently given to all of us, and the

         18  public was not given the due notice for us to have a

         19  vote today.

         20                 I would like to see the process

         21  changed in the future, that bills are not rushed

         22  through this body for when it's a political

         23  convenience, but the due process is done the way it

         24  should be, that bills are given sufficient notice to

         25  the public, so the public could come and
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          2  participate.

          3                 And that's my concern with this bill

          4  today, and I have not yet decided that I'm going to

          5  vote yes or no. My concern greatly is with this

          6  process.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member Perkins.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thanks very

         11  much. Is this on? Yes. Thank you very much.

         12                 First let me say that, you know,

         13  every election cycle we have passed legislation for

         14  the next cycle that would improve the Campaign

         15  Finance Program. What we've done in this regard is

         16  no different than any time that we've had an

         17  election afterwards, very often in conjunction with

         18  the Campaign Finance Program, as well as other good

         19  government groups, we've tried to see what

         20  improvements need to be made, and as a result we've

         21  come up with legislation that have always taken the

         22  program to another level that allows us to put a

         23  feather in our cap, having improved the process and

         24  made it more democratic. And this one, again, takes

         25  us to another level in which we are essentially
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          2  trying to level the playing field so that money does

          3  not dominate the process to the extent that it has

          4  been and continues to be, and while we may not be

          5  able to automatically always prevent that from

          6  happening, we can to some extent mitigate it.

          7                 Now, with regard to the concerns

          8  about the process. There has never been four

          9  hearings in which the Administration and others

         10  participated, good government groups, the public,

         11  members of the Council, members of the Committee,

         12  even raising criticisms of the legislation that

         13  we've had, and not only did we have these

         14  extraordinary number of hearings on this

         15  legislation, which is a very complex piece of

         16  legislation, we also gave members the courtesy and

         17  respect of having delegation meetings so that there

         18  were five meetings in each borough with the

         19  delegations to share with them in a more intimate

         20  setting some of the concerns that they may have

         21  about the legislation, and those concerns very often

         22  were criticisms about the legislation.

         23                 And, so, it wasn't a feel good

         24  opportunity, it was an opportunity -- may I please

         25  be extended another minute, since --
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I can't do

          3  that.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

          5  very much for your cooperation.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: You're

          7  welcome.

          8                 Council Member Koppell.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: I think that

         10  one ought to focus on what this does and not what

         11  somebody says it does.

         12                 First of all, virtually entirely this

         13  tightens on restrictions on the Campaign Finance

         14  Proposal.

         15                 In the one area where it doesn't

         16  tighten on restrictions, it increases the amount of

         17  public money, where there is an overwhelmingly large

         18  amount of money spent by someone who doesn't opt

         19  into the system.

         20                 Now, the Campaign Finance Board,

         21  appointed by the Mayor, recommended that in that

         22  circumstance there should be an eight to one match.

         23  We didn't do that. This legislation does a six to

         24  one match.

         25                 Fritz Schwartz, who I happen to know
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          2  very well for almost 40 years, who is the Chairman

          3  of the Campaign Finance Board, appointed by the

          4  Mayor, testified in favor of virtually all of these

          5  changes.

          6                 Appointed by the Mayor, head of the

          7  Campaign Finance Board.

          8                 Now, I appreciate what Simcha Felder

          9  said, but it isn't the election year. Next year is

         10  the election year. This is not the election year.

         11                 Furthermore, virtually every good

         12  government organization praised the McCane Feingold

         13  changes, which took place between the last

         14  presidential election and this presidential

         15  election, and people said thank goodness those

         16  changes took place, whether or not we can debate

         17  from now and kingdom come, but the fact of the

         18  matter is that everybody said, great, we're

         19  reforming the system. It was between elections.

         20                 So, there's nothing wrong with making

         21  changes between elections. It improves the process.

         22                 I think these bills improve the

         23  process overwhelmingly. They put restrictions on

         24  everybody who makes contributions, just like in the

         25  federal system, nobody can give more than $2,000 to

                                                            48

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  a candidate.

          3                 It puts restrictions where there's a

          4  candidate that isn't a serious candidate on the

          5  amount of public money that should go into the

          6  process.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  member.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: And it does

         10  try to even the playing field.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         12  member, please.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: This is a

         14  good package of bills, and should be supported.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE KOPPELL: I'm keeping

         16  everybody to two minutes today.

         17                 Council Member Barron.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

         19  Madam Chair. I just want to rise to say that I'm

         20  going to follow the lead of one of these leaders in

         21  our delegation, and that's Councilman Al Vann.

         22                 We had a big debate over process

         23  versus substance. I believe that we should have had

         24  a better process. I think Council Member Perkins is

         25  accurate that we did great on the hearings, but when
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          2  the delegations request more time, we should be

          3  granted that.

          4                 So, I think the process can be

          5  refined, it can be better, but let's not forget the

          6  larger picture. The Mayor spends an obscene amount

          7  of money. As a matter of fact, let me not get in

          8  trouble, but he spends too much money. And I think

          9  that this kind of a campaign finance should be, I

         10  hope we're going to pass it, and we should continue

         11  to look at more election reform laws that put a curb

         12  on those that have their individual money and what

         13  they can do with it.

         14                 For that I'm going to vote yes on

         15  this legislation.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         17  Member Comrie.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you,

         19  Madam Public Advocate.

         20                 I rise to support Councilman Perkins

         21  and to highlight his comments and Councilman

         22  Koppell's comments.

         23                 Since this bill, since these bills

         24  were first introduced there's been -- I've made

         25  every attempt to acknowledge the deficiencies in
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          2  these bills, to highlight the fact that Campaign

          3  Finance, while I believe in the program, there are

          4  some issues that were in the bill that were taken

          5  out.

          6                 We did have the hearings, we had the

          7  public discussion, and we had the discourse on this

          8  bill. But the fact of the matter is that we're out

          9  of time to get this done, and it needs to be passed

         10  today.

         11                 While no one is happy with all of the

         12  aspects of the bill, I want to thank the Speaker and

         13  Council Member Perkins and all of the staff that had

         14  been involved in listening in this bill. We had over

         15  four hearings on this bill, we had other caucus

         16  meetings on this bill. This bill is something that

         17  has been evolving over time, and any member that

         18  does not believe that this bill hadn't been vetted

         19  out, I can tell you that at every meeting I was

         20  banging on the table trying to get the information

         21  out, trying to make sure that everyone understood

         22  the ramifications of this bill, and also make the

         23  point that while we want to get this bill passed,

         24  there are other issues with campaign finance that

         25  must be heard in a public venue, that must be heard
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          2  by the Council, because I believe in campaign

          3  finance, but I'm also very concerned about any

          4  agency that begins to act too independently and

          5  forget the needs and concerns for people that bring

          6  them genuine needs and concerns.

          7                 So, again, I want to encourage all

          8  the members to pass this bill today, but I want to

          9  encourage all those members that have concerns, to

         10  not give up the fight. To make sure that we have a

         11  public hearing so that campaign finance can come

         12  under the same rules and regulations that we are now

         13  putting ourselves under as members of the City

         14  Council.

         15                 Thank you.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Mr. Speaker.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: I just wanted to

         18  start by noting, first of all, my father taught me

         19  that if the horses are escaping the barn, you close

         20  the door. You don't wait til after they all leave to

         21  close the door.

         22                 And the second thing I wanted to say

         23  is, every single year there has been an election in

         24  this City Council, this City Council has gone back

         25  and passed legislation to effect the next election.
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          2                 This body did it in 2002 to effect

          3  2003. It's one of the things that makes our law

          4  strong, is that we respond to changing

          5  circumstances.

          6                 But let me just note that if we were

          7  to decide this time to not put it into effect for

          8  next year's election, that would be the break with

          9  precedent. That would be the break with tradition,

         10  and we would be doing it, if we're honest, for one

         11  man.

         12                 So, if what we're talking about here

         13  is applying consistency, applying principle and

         14  doing the right thing, that's what we're doing here.

         15                 If we're saying we want to make

         16  excuses, we want to keep loopholes open so the

         17  people can leap through them, and then once they're

         18  done leaping through them, then we'll apply them,

         19  that's just, that's ridiculous.

         20                 And let me note finally, that the

         21  most disinterested parties in this City that are on

         22  this, are the people that have been working on

         23  campaign finance for the last 20 years. The good

         24  government groups. The Citizens' Union, the NYPIRG,

         25  the other groups that have been working on campaign
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          2  finance for years, they all universally support

          3  these measures. They won't all make it easier for us

          4  to get re-elected, but they're the right thing to do

          5  to have fairer, free, competitive elections, and I

          6  urge my colleagues to support them.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Report of

          9  Special Committees.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

         12  Standing Committees.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         14  Committee on Civil Service and Labor.

         15                 Intro. 148-A.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: I think it's 418.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Excuse me.

         18  418-A.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: It's amended and

         20  coupled on the General Order Calendar.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports on the

         22  Committee on Finance.

         23                 Intro. 411.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         25  General Order Calendar.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reso 620.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          5  Committee on Governmental Operations.

          6                 Intro. 124-A.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

          8  on the General Order Calendar.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 371-A.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         11  on the General Order Calendar.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 466-A.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         14  on the General Order Calendar.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports on the

         16  Committee on Land Use.

         17                 Intro. 403-A.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

         19  over.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 282 and

         21  companion Reso 661.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         23  General Order Calendar.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 283 and

         25  companion 662.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 286.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Approved with

          5  modifications and deferred to the City Planning

          6  Commission.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 287.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Approved with

          9  modifications and referred to the City Planning

         10  Commission.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 288.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Approved with

         13  modifications and referred to the City Planning

         14  Commission.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         16  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.

         17                 M 218 and companion Reso 663.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         19  General Order Calendar.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 237 and

         21  companion Reso 664.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

         24  358 and companion Reso 665.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

          3  359 and companion Reso 666.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

          6  360 and companion Reso 667.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

          9  361 and companion Reso 668.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         12  Order Calendar.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 127-A.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolutions

         16  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         18  General Order Calendar.

         19                 At this time I'd ask the Clerk to

         20  call the roll on all items coupled on the General

         21  Order Calendar.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: I vote aye on
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          2  all items, except 466-A, 124-A and 371-A, on which I

          3  vote no.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I vote aye on

         22  all except 124-A, 371-A and 466-A.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Council Member

         24  Felder, how do you vote on those three items?

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: No.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Madam

          8  Public Advocate, may I be temporarily excused to

          9  explain my vote?

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: I'm going

         12  to be voting aye on all Coupled General Orders, with

         13  the exception of Intro. 124-A, in which I am going

         14  to be voting no. I still stand here as a sponsor of

         15  a piece of legislation that would limit the

         16  matcheable contributions from a four to one ratio to

         17  a two to one ratio, I stand behind that bill, and

         18  hopefully it will gain support in this Council and

         19  save our City money.

         20                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: May I be

          7  excused to explain my vote, Madam Chair?

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you.

         10                 I rise to communicate to my

         11  colleagues about Intro. 418-A, which is an intro to

         12  amend the law requiring all City agencies to

         13  promulgate a report concerning the civil service

         14  eligible list.

         15                 As you know, New York State and New

         16  York City is a civil service town, and regarding

         17  eligible list is very, very important when you're on

         18  the list to know exactly where you stand.

         19                 So many people that I've run into in

         20  my career as a union representative, that they've

         21  said they've been overlooked on the Civil Service

         22  list, so this report will give a status update as to

         23  how many appointments, what agencies, how many times

         24  individuals were bypassed so forth and so on, so

         25  that these employees and their unions can get an
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          2  assessment of exactly where members stand on the

          3  eligible list and the status of those lists.

          4                 So, I ask all of my colleagues, on

          5  behalf of all the civil service employees in the

          6  City of New York to support Intro. 418-A.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Madam Chair,

          9  may I be excused to explain my vote?

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES:  I stand in

         12  support of Intro. 411, the establishment of the

         13  Myrtle Avenue Brooklyn Business Improvement

         14  District.

         15                 This BID would go a long way in

         16  revitalizing Myrtle Avenue, the Fort Green, the

         17  Clinton Hill community, and also would add to the

         18  economic revitalization of that community.

         19                 I'd like to thank Chairperson Weprin

         20  for his leadership in this regard, and I urge all of

         21  my colleagues to vote in support.

         22                 I vote aye. Thank you.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Madam Public

         25  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: I think if

          4  we really wanted to do real campaign reform that

          5  make it easier for people to run for office, we

          6  would do something about petitioning.

          7                 As you know, you need 900 signatures

          8  to get on the ballot when you want to run for

          9  office, at which many, many candidates, which means

         10  you have to go out and collect three times as much,

         11  many, many candidates running for office in Queens

         12  County and in Brooklyn County and in many counties

         13  throughout New York City get knocked off the ballot.

         14  Even if they have money, raised money, can never get

         15  past the ballot access process.

         16                 I think we're going to just put in

         17  real reform, in terms of campaign finance. We should

         18  do something about ballot access, and bringing

         19  signatures down to 60 or 150 signatures.

         20                 I mean, in California, to run for

         21  Governor all you need is 60 signatures, and, you

         22  know, here in New York you need 900 to run for a

         23  local Council seat, which of which everyone knows

         24  when you challenge an incumbent, you get knocked off

         25  the ballot by the party organizations.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

          3  please.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: So, that's

          5  the type of reform I would like to see us do. And of

          6  course, anything that we do, whether it's this type

          7  of bill, or tax increases or whatever it is that we

          8  do, that the public be given sufficient notice to

          9  participate in this great democracy of New York City

         10  here on the City Council, that notices are not sent

         11  out at past business hours in the future for

         12  hearings that are going to take place the next day.

         13  I don't think that's the proper way for us to be

         14  running this Council. It's a very bad example of

         15  democracy. I would hope that we can do things more

         16  democratic and more fair to the public in the

         17  future, because we're here because people put us

         18  here and we should do the right thing all the time.

         19                 So, I'm going to vote no on Intro.

         20  466-A, 124-A, and 371-A. And the reason why I'm

         21  doing that is because of the bad process in which

         22  this was done. And I vote aye on all the rest. Thank

         23  you.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Madam Public
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          2  Advocate, to explain my vote?

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ:  I have spoken

          5  to obviously several folks on this bill. It has been

          6  a matter of discussion. With all fairness to many of

          7  my colleagues, this bill has been a matter of

          8  discussion, I can't even say for how long at this

          9  point. With four Committee hearings, delegation

         10  hearings, the legislation out there, it's just been,

         11  I believe, discussed over and over again. And I do

         12  just want to say that in all fairness to the

         13  process.

         14                 I have not agreed with every

         15  provision, but I do feel that I have been heard. I

         16  think staff has changed this in drafts to make sure

         17  that the members' concerns have been heard, and I

         18  feel that the Committee Chair, Bill Perkins, has

         19  been extremely open and responsive to anyone who

         20  wanted to listen to him, whether in or out of the

         21  Committee Room.

         22                 I, like my colleague Councilman

         23  Comrie, do have some concerns with the Campaign

         24  Finance Board.

         25                 After several discussions, not only
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          2  with leadership or staff, we have assurances that

          3  somehow the concerns that we have with CFB will be

          4  addressed by the City Council.

          5                 And more importantly, that there will

          6  be a process by which these Council members and all

          7  of us are able to address any of the current

          8  concerns that we do have, with regard to the

          9  accuracy, the consistency and the fairness with

         10  which Campaign Finance works.

         11                 We do have good suggestions, I

         12  believe, to make it a better, more open system, that

         13  would be fairer, not only to incumbents, but also to

         14  insurgents who need to have a level playing field

         15  when running for office, and I think sometimes the

         16  best way to find out how level the playing field, is

         17  to have to listen to those folks, like us, that have

         18  been there and understand what it's like to join

         19  this business when maybe they don't have all of that

         20  experience.

         21                 So, with the assurances of

         22  leadership, I am voting aye today. Than you.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: May I be

         25  excused from voting?
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: There have

          4  been comments about the process, and I certainly --

          5  process can always be improved, however, in this

          6  instance the process was probably better than the

          7  process that we applied to almost any other bill.

          8                 Chairman Perkins had four hearings on

          9  these proposals starting last year. There was

         10  extensive commentary in the press, and an

         11  opportunity for the public to respond.

         12                 There were delegation meetings, I

         13  know I attended one with the Bronx Delegation and

         14  the Queens Delegation to allow us to have input.

         15  Finally, the final drafts were prepared. It may not

         16  reflect any comment made, but no legislation can

         17  possibly do that because comments come from every

         18  which way. I know that the leadership of this house

         19  had conferences and the steering committee

         20  considered it. It was considered by delegations, it

         21  was considered by the Steering Committee on which

         22  there are representatives from each delegation. I,

         23  by the way, don't sit on that Committee, but I know

         24  that they considered it. There were four public

         25  hearings.
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          2                 To have a more open and democratic

          3  process is hard to envision. We don't have that on a

          4  lot of bills, but we did have it on these.

          5                 And, so, I think to criticize the

          6  process really is inappropriate. If there is

          7  something in here, and there are a lot of provisions

          8  that a member or members disagree with, fine. But

          9  let us not use process as a smoke screen for

         10  opposition to something that in fact makes the

         11  process fairer in almost every way, and actually

         12  puts more restrictions on people who run for office,

         13  who abuse this system, and existed heretofore, and

         14  certainly in my opinion don't do anything to make it

         15  appreciably better for incumbents, in fact, some of

         16  the provisions make it more difficult for

         17  incumbents.

         18                 So, I am pleased to support this

         19  package, which I think moves the ball ahead. We can

         20  move it ahead more in the future. I withdraw my

         21  request and vote aye on all items on the General

         22  Order Calendar.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         24  Council member.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: I vote no on

          3  Intro. 124-A, Intro. 371-A, and aye on all other

          4  items on the calendar.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Thank you,

          9  Madam Chair. You look lovely today.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         11  Council member.

         12                 I am voting no on Intro. 466-A, no on

         13  Intro. 371-A, and yes in everything else.

         14                 Thank you, Madam Chair.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Can I be

         17  excused to explain my vote, Madam Chair?

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         20  Madam Chair.

         21                 I, too, Madam Chair, had some

         22  reservations and concerns as to the legislation

         23  having to do with campaign finance. But having the

         24  assurance and the commitment from leadership that we

         25  are going to be addressing some of the issues
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          2  concerning procedures and administrative procedures

          3  at the Campaign Finance, I am confident that what

          4  we're doing here today is the right thing in terms

          5  of continuing to strengthening the Campaign Finance

          6  laws in the City of New York. So, I proudly vote aye

          7  on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Madam

         12  Chair, permission to explain my vote?

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: First and

         15  foremost, let me echo the sentiment of many of my

         16  colleagues, having confidence in the process of our

         17  Government Operations' Chair and his Committee and

         18  the leadership of our Speaker with regards to these

         19  Campaign Finance bills, and also announcing that I

         20  will also be introducing a bill with the commitment

         21  of our Speaker that will deal with the concerns of

         22  our members regarding the shortfalls of the Campaign

         23  Finance Board, and I proudly vote aye on all.

         24                 And we should consider a rule against

         25  Council members wearing hats in the Chambers.
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          2                 Thank you so much.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: I vote aye

          5  on all, except I abstain on LU 283.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: May I be

         10  excused to explain my vote?

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I just want

         13  to vote, obviously, aye on all. But I just want to

         14  assure the members that the Governmental Operations

         15  Committee will be having a hearing regarding some of

         16  the concerns about the Campaign Finance Board so

         17  that we can begin to have it move in a direction

         18  that is more responsive to the needs of the public,

         19  and address some of these problems that we keep

         20  hearing. Not only for members in this Council, but

         21  also from those who are not necessarily in the

         22  Council as well. So, I just want to assure you that

         23  that will happen.

         24                 Thank you very much. I vote aye on

         25  all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Can I

          4  explain my vote?

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: I voted no

          7  in the Committee and I will repeat some of the

          8  comments I made.

          9                 I have several problems with the

         10  three bills, but just to keep it simple, I'll voice

         11  my opposition on three main points.

         12                 The first one being that if a

         13  candidate chooses not to opt into campaign finance

         14  and thus does not take public money, they should not

         15  be bound by campaign finance regulations.

         16                 I believe that we still honor a

         17  person's right to choose. They are already bound by

         18  New York State Board of Elections.

         19                 Second, six to one in matching funds

         20  is obscene. The more money you hand out to people,

         21  the less responsibility they take for it. If you're

         22  spending your own money, if you're raising your own

         23  money, you have a greater concern as to how you

         24  spend it.

         25                 All my opponents in three elections,
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          2  I've spent maybe three to one with public money.

          3  Obviously, it was to no avail.

          4                 Thirdly, having this legislation take

          5  effect in '05 is disgraceful. A responsive

          6  legislative body would not let it take effect until

          7  at least one election cycle had intervened. This

          8  would be good government.

          9                 Just because you have done it before

         10  doesn't make it right.

         11                 How much time do I have?

         12                 Also, if this body was serious about

         13  campaign finance reform, they would not have omitted

         14  part of the original ballot proposal that was

         15  approved by 60 percent of the voters in 1998.

         16                 My bill, which I'm sure will never

         17  see the light of day, would include that as it

         18  should have been in the original campaign finance

         19  legislation. I don't see any follow through on these

         20  pieces of legislation, as to encouraging diversity

         21  and competition among candidates.

         22                 I vote no on Intro. 124-A, Intro.

         23  371-A, Intro. 466-A, and yes on everything else.

         24  Thank you.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: I vote aye on

          3  all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Permission to

         12  explain my vote?

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: My

         15  colleagues, as a life-long reformer, I'm a little

         16  troubled here. I agree with you, but I think that we

         17  really need to acknowledge that we have a purple

         18  elephant running in our dining room here, and that

         19  is the real problem that many of us are having with

         20  the Campaign Finance Board. It needs to be said, and

         21  we need to do something about it.

         22                 Now, I know I'm going to pay for this

         23  with the Campaign Finance Board on another day, but

         24  let that day happen. Somebody needs to say it.

         25                 I believe in our Chair, in
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          2  Governmental Operations, who is going to try to

          3  address this, and I'm all for it. And since that is

          4  true, I'm going to vote aye on all, except Intros

          5  371-A and 466-A. Thank you very much.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Permission to

         10  explain my vote?

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: I've heard a

         13  lot about the Campaign Finance Board, and I think we

         14  need to separate what may be the problems with the

         15  Campaign Finance Board and what these bills are.

         16                 I don't agree with everything in the

         17  bills, but certainly they are a step in the right

         18  direction.

         19                 There is no bill that is ever right

         20  for 100 percent of the people at the same time. This

         21  bill may not be right for everyone at this time, but

         22  I do believe that ultimately it will be right.

         23                 I vote aye on all, and it is

         24  encouraging that we as a body always look at how we

         25  improve things and legislation for the City of New
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          2  York.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: May I be

         18  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I'll take my hat

         21  off in deference to Hiram Monserrate.

         22                 Council Member Jackson talked about

         23  the Civil Service bill, and it reminded me that in

         24  1999 when I first was elected, I asked by new

         25  colleagues, many of whom I know from working as a
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          2  staff person to kind of reserve judgement about me

          3  as being a republican, and that I came from a family

          4  of civil servants, my grandparents, my father and

          5  two of my brothers, and I was proud of that

          6  background, proud to be a blue collar kid.

          7                 Perhaps it's that background that

          8  makes me react, makes me have the visceral reaction

          9  I have when I see wealthy individuals spend

         10  exorbitant amount of money to gain public office.

         11                 Admittedly, that is an emotional

         12  argument. Perhaps it's an immature argument. But I

         13  think I have a few intellectual ones, not the least

         14  of that which is we have a republican small r form

         15  of government where I don't go to Washington, I

         16  support someone to go to Washington, I elect someone

         17  to go to Washington, yet I can't give that person $5

         18  million, but if he has $5 million, he could spend it

         19  on himself. I think that's sort of

         20  counter-intuitive.

         21                 So, I applaud any effort that seeks

         22  to balance the playing field.

         23                 I don't know if these bills do that,

         24  but I'm willing to take a leap of faith on two of

         25  the three. I can't get past the six to one number. I
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          2  know there are some other good provisions about the

          3  bill, but that number just sticks in my throat, and

          4  I agree with my colleague Council Member Gallagher,

          5  who actually introduced legislation to make it two

          6  to one.

          7                 I would considered supporting a

          8  sliding scale, that we start at two to one and maybe

          9  increase it to four to one when we have these

         10  candidates that spend 300 percent of the limit. But

         11  we didn't choose that, I don't know why. So, I will

         12  vote aye on all, with the exception of Intro. 124-A,

         13  on that I vote no.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  I vote aye on

         16  all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

         20  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

         21  vote of 49 in the affirmative, zero in the negative

         22  and zero abstentions, with the exception of Intro.

         23  124-A, which was adopted by a vote of 42 in the

         24  affirmative, seven in the negative and zero

         25  abstentions; and Intro. 371-A, which was adopted by
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          2  a vote of 42 in the affirmative, seven in the

          3  negative, zero abstentions; and Intro. 466-A, which

          4  is adopted by a vote of 43 in the affirmative, six

          5  in the negative, zero abstentions; and LU 283 and

          6  Reso 662, which was adopted by a vote of 48 in the

          7  affirmative, zero in the negative and one

          8  abstention.

          9                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: All bills are

         11  referred to the Committee as indicated in the

         12  schedule.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         14  of Resolutions.

         15                 Council Member Nelson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you,

         17  Madam Public Advocate.

         18                 My colleagues, beating up people,

         19  killing people, intimidating people, we know this to

         20  be wrong, and I rise today to discuss Resolution

         21  399, supporting the Berlin Declaration. It was a

         22  gathering where among others Ed Koch attended

         23  recently. I'm sure almost everybody read about it.

         24                 This document was a result of the

         25  Second International Conference on Anti-Semitism
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          2  sponsored by the Organization for Security and

          3  Cooperation, an organization with 55 participating

          4  states from all over the world.

          5                 This past year the conference was

          6  held in Vienna and attended by 150 delegates, and

          7  over 100 non-governmental organizations.

          8                 Among the findings summarized in the

          9  Berlin Declaration, were steps for the participating

         10  states to gather reliable information, and since my

         11  time is almost up, it calls for a safe environment,

         12  free of anti-Semitism and anti-racism.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member, you only have one minute. It's a resolution.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: I know. I saw

         16  the clock going.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Sorry.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Okay.

         19                 Sign on to it, read it, you'll like

         20  it. Thank you.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         22                 Council Member Fidler.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Thank you,

         24  Madam Public Advocate.

         25                 I am asking my colleagues to vote aye
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          2  on Resolution 589, which calls upon the State of New

          3  York to pass legislation that would expand the

          4  jurisdiction of Family Court to allow those who are

          5  in a dating relationship to seek orders of

          6  protection in that jurisdiction, as opposed to the

          7  Criminal Court.

          8                 Currently, many people who do not

          9  have the benefit of a child together or a prior

         10  marital relationship, are forced to take those

         11  issues to Criminal Court, which is an imposing and

         12  stigmatizing process, requires a higher burden of

         13  proof.

         14                 As our relationships change in this

         15  society from days when the caveman could pound his

         16  mate over the head, drag them off, and that was

         17  acceptable dating conduct, I think we need to change

         18  our laws so the jurisdiction reflects modern

         19  realities of people in relationships that do not

         20  have the benefit of matrimony or parenting.

         21                 And I would urge the State pass that,

         22  and I ask colleagues to vote aye on 589.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Lopez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Thank you,

                                                            80

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Madam Chair.

          3                 I'm standing up to speak on Reso

          4  238-A. I don't know how many members of the City of

          5  New York know about the assassination and killings

          6  and violations and rapes that are happening in

          7  Ciudad Juarez, Mexico. Over 400 women have been

          8  killed, many of them raped and mutilated.

          9                 This Council took the step, as in

         10  many other issues have taken the step before, to

         11  raise their voice to defend those women in Ciudad

         12  Juarez.

         13                 The reason why these women have been

         14  put in this situation are connected to something

         15  called the Makiladoras (phonetic). The Makiladoras

         16  is a region in the area of Ciudad Mexico where

         17  factories have been put in place in order to attract

         18  cheap labor.

         19                 Many of the women that have been

         20  killed have been killed going or coming from work.

         21  The companies in there, many of them have the

         22  benefit of investment of our tax dollars payers --

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I'm sorry.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: One minute

          3  only on a resolution.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Because part of

          5  the monies that finance these companies are part of

          6  our pension plan. Please vote for this resolution.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: And learn more

          9  about it.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         11  Member Koppell.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: I rise to

         13  make mention of Resolution 395-A, which I'm

         14  sponsoring along with others, particularly Helen

         15  Foster, who had a similar resolution that was joined

         16  with mine, and this is to call attention to the

         17  horrendous situation that exists in the Sudan and

         18  the Darfur region, where we have a genocide going on

         19  that is not receiving the international attention

         20  that it should.

         21                 Tens of thousands killed, hundreds of

         22  thousands have been displaced from their homes,

         23  people are suffering from starvation, women are

         24  being raped, men are being men and boys are being

         25  killed. And why are they being killed? Because they
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          2  are of the African race, because they're black.

          3                 They're being killed because of their

          4  race. This is a genocide. It's been called a

          5  genocide by our government, and yet, by and large,

          6  though there is more aid flowing than there was

          7  before, but by and large the world is remaining

          8  silent. Silence can no longer be accepted. Action

          9  must be taken, in one of the worst situations we've

         10  seen in my lifetime.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         12  member, one minute for the resolutions. Please abide

         13  by the rules.

         14                 Council Member Katz.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Thank you, Madam

         16  Public Advocate. In 1994 I was the co-sponsor of the

         17  domestic violence intervention act, as I'm sure some

         18  of my colleagues from the Assembly were as well.

         19                 One of the discussions that kept

         20  coming up time and time again was the fact that

         21  people in dating relationships are going to have

         22  much more of a problem in getting orders of

         23  protection against the folks they were dating than

         24  either married coupled or a couple that shares a

         25  child, the distinction I felt at the time was an
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          2  irrelevant distinction.

          3                 I do feel that this is a great

          4  resolution by Council Member Fidler. It is something

          5  that we must truly work and advocate for on the

          6  State level. People that are in dating relationships

          7  need the exact same protection as those that share a

          8  child or those that are married. I wholeheartedly

          9  support it and I look forward to working with

         10  Councilman Fidler on it. Thank you.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         12  Member Jackson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: I rise in

         14  support of Resolution 395-A to continue what my

         15  colleague Oliver Koppell said. We strongly denounce

         16  the crimes committed against a civilian population

         17  in the western region of the foreign actions of the

         18  government of Sudan in connection with those crimes,

         19  and we urge the government of the United States, our

         20  government, to take immediate action to support the

         21  implementation of United Nations multi-national

         22  peacekeeping force and humanitarian relief efforts

         23  to end the reign of terror that exists in that

         24  region.

         25                 My brothers and sisters, I ask you
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          2  all to support this. Imagine yourself in that

          3  situation. You would want the support of all of the

          4  people of the world.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          7  Member Boyland.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Thank you,

          9  Madam Chair.

         10                 I rise in support of Lew Fidler's

         11  Resolution No. 589. I think it's an excellent

         12  resolution. Anyone who is a victim of domestic

         13  violence, whether they're married or dating,

         14  deserves the ability to go to Family Court or even

         15  to file for an order of protection. And for the

         16  State to recognize this would be a triumph for all

         17  women in, not just in New York but throughout the

         18  country.

         19                 So, I support and ask my colleagues

         20  to sign on to Council Member Fidler's Resolution No.

         21  589. Thank you.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         23  Member Sanders.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you.

         25                 I also must join voices with the
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          2  population of the world in denouncing what is

          3  happening in Darfur. The western regions of that

          4  country we also call the Sudan, and applaud Council

          5  Member Koppell for submitting such an enlightened

          6  document. I think that what is happening there

          7  should outrage the world.

          8                 We, who have taken the position of

          9  never again, never will we stand silent with the

         10  genocide of any people on this planet, must raise

         11  our voices, and I urge everyone everywhere that this

         12  is a time we need to put aside whatever holds us

         13  back and regain our voices and say this genocide

         14  must stop, as all genocide must stop, but this one

         15  we can do something about.

         16                 Thank you very much.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  Member Gennaro.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

         20  Madam Public Advocate.

         21                 I think rarely have we had a

         22  collection of really terrific resolutions before us.

         23  It's important for us as a body, as a leading City

         24  of the world, to speak out against anti-Semitism, to

         25  speak out against all these atrocities around the
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          2  world, in Mexico, and in Africa and to protect those

          3  who are in dating relationships.

          4                 I would urge my colleagues not only

          5  to vote for all of these resolutions, but to please

          6  take the remaining time to fill out this sheet and

          7  go on as sponsors, and I salute Council Members

          8  Nelson, Lopez, Koppell and Fidler for their great

          9  work.

         10                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         12  nobody else -- oops, sorry. Council Member Martinez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         14  Madam Public Advocate.

         15                 I also want to commend and support

         16  Resolution 238 denouncing the killing in Ciudad

         17  Juarez, and encourage the Comptroller to take action

         18  in terms of shortening the investment of those

         19  companies that benefit from our pension funds that

         20  are doing business around that area.

         21                 I think this is a critical issue. We

         22  must hold these companies accountable for what's

         23  happening around Ciudad Juarez. And I also want to

         24  congratulate and also support the other authors of

         25  the resolutions that we're going to be voting on.
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          2                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

          4  nobody else, okay we'll vote on Resolution 238-A.

          5                 All in favor?

          6                 Opposed?

          7                 Adopted.

          8                 Reso 395-A.

          9                 Opposed?

         10                 Adopted.

         11                 Reso 399.

         12                 Opposed?

         13                 Adopted.

         14                 Reso 589.

         15                 Opposed?

         16                 Adopted.

         17                 Reso 593, in favor?

         18                 Opposed?

         19                 Adopted.

         20                 General Discussion.

         21                 Council Member James.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: I'd like to

         23  bring to my attention Intro. 486, the Healthy Homes

         24  Act, which seeks to address immediate hazardous

         25  housing violations which go unaddressed.
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          2                 A recent report by the New York City

          3  Comptroller indicates that 43 percent of immediately

          4  hazardous housing violations go unaddressed for an

          5  average of a year.

          6                 In addition, the report indicates

          7  that one out of four of all certifications by

          8  landlords are false.

          9                 This legislation would require

         10  automatic reinspections within 30 days by HPD for

         11  all C violations, which are hazardous violations.

         12                 It mandates that HPD fix all Class C

         13  violations that slumlords fail to fix. It increases

         14  the fines for landlords who fail to make necessary

         15  repairs and who file for false certification.

         16                 It requires the landlord to pay for

         17  HPD reinspection. It requires landlords to pay HPD

         18  three times what it costs HPD to make repairs. It

         19  creates joint and several liability for all offices

         20  of the corporation.

         21                 May I have some quite, Madam Speaker?

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         23  please. I can't hear the Councilwoman.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Thank you.

         25                 And it enables tenants to collect
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          2  attorneys fees for illegal action and it gives 100

          3  percent rent abatement for tenants.

          4                 This piece of legislation would raise

          5  revenues for HPD, it seeks to address a public

          6  health issue, it preserves affordable housing, and

          7  it holds slumlords accountable. I urge all of my

          8  colleagues to sponsor this piece of legislation, and

          9  also bring to their attention Intro. 485, which

         10  relates to the posting of amendments, to building

         11  permits, and Reso 657, a climate stewardship act in

         12  the United States which would provide for a program

         13  of scientific research on climate control in the

         14  nation. Thank you.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         16                 Council Member Jackson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         18  Madam Public Advocate.

         19                 My fellow colleagues, I rise to ask

         20  you to support my colleague Fidler's Resolution 653,

         21  which deals with summer youth employment programs to

         22  make sure that we deal with this issue now and not

         23  wait til the summer so tens of thousands of summer

         24  youth will have employment.

         25                 This is a time to deal with it, in
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          2  off season, and not when the season is upon us. So,

          3  please sign onto the resolution on this particular

          4  matter.

          5                 But also, I want to let you know that

          6  next Tuesday is Election Day, and not only am I

          7  talking to you, but I'm talking to all of the

          8  members of the public that are viewing this

          9  particular program. It's extremely important that we

         10  exercise our right to vote. Some people say you

         11  either vote or you die. Others say that people have

         12  died for the right to vote.

         13                 I say to you that I will not be here

         14  on Election Day, I'm going to vote by absentee

         15  ballot, I will be in Cleveland, Ohio. I will not

         16  tell you what I will be doing but I will be working

         17  to ensure that the next president of the United

         18  States will be an individual that I can look up to

         19  and be very, very proud of. And I say to all of you

         20  that if you're home and you think that your vote is

         21  not going to make a difference, it will make a

         22  difference. And for my colleagues here in the City

         23  Council, if you're going to go out working on

         24  Election Day, I urge you to go to a place where your

         25  services will desperately be needed. And that's not
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          2  in New York City.

          3                 Thank you very much.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          5  Member Fidler.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I know this is

          7  a part of the meeting where we generally don't

          8  listen to each other. I'd ask my colleagues for one

          9  moment.

         10                 Council Member Jackson referred to

         11  Reso 653, and I would like to call your attention to

         12  that, as well as Reso 654. Every year we play the

         13  same game with summer jobs in this City, and we

         14  don't resolve the summer job issue until the eve of

         15  the program.

         16                 It is not fair to the providers and

         17  it's not fair to the kids. These resos called for a

         18  return to funding, not in the heyday, but the 2002

         19  level with summer jobs and call on both the City,

         20  that's us, and the State to come to a budget

         21  agreement on summer jobs before we get to budget

         22  season.

         23                 I am asking each and every one of my

         24  colleagues to sign onto those resos so that the

         25  position of this Council, on behalf of kids and
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          2  summer jobs in the City is unanimous, emphatic and

          3  crystal clear. I want all 51 and I'm asking each and

          4  every one of you to please take back your sheets,

          5  add Reso 653 and 654 to your name, put your name on

          6  it, so we have 51 so-sponsors.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member Dilan.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Madam Public

         11  Advocate, I just would like to touch on something

         12  that my colleague Hiram Monserrate said, and that

         13  would be the ban on hats in this Chamber, because

         14  that would save me the great indignity that I'm

         15  about to undertake.

         16                 See, I've taken a bet with my

         17  colleague Bill DeBlasio, a gentleman's wager, that

         18  if the Yankees lost that I would have to adorn a Red

         19  Sox Cap here in the Chambers here in General

         20  Discussion, so Madam Public Advocate, I will be a

         21  man of my word and adorn the cap.

         22                 And Madam Advocate, rest assured, I

         23  won't be using the two minutes in its entirety of my

         24  time, but I've honored my bet, and I've kept my word

         25  and that's what I'm known here for. So, my duties
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          2  are done.

          3                 Thank you very much.

          4                 Also, with the Yankees up three zip,

          5  I was certain that I wouldn't have to undergo this

          6  indignity today.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  Member DeBlasio.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

         10  Madam Public Advocate. I'd like to say that this is

         11  an example of dignity and integrity and indecency

         12  that Erik Martin Dilan offered a bet in good faith,

         13  and I just could say with total compassion I'm sorry

         14  he had to live out his bet in this fashion, but he

         15  is a good man who kept his word and tonight made the

         16  better team win.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Does that

         19  mean you're a Boston fan?

         20                 Council Member Gerson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you,

         22  Madam Public Advocate.

         23                 Madam Public Advocate and my

         24  colleagues, tomorrow at 1:00 our Housing Committee

         25  will hold an extraordinarily important hearing, it's
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          2  a hearing on Intro. 186, which is a piece of

          3  legislation on which our Speaker is the prime

          4  sponsor. It is a piece of legislation which will put

          5  the Council in the forefront in efforts to preserve

          6  affordable rental housing in our City.

          7                 I'm talking about preserving rental

          8  Mitchell-Lamas, project-based Section 8 and other

          9  similar types of affordable housing, which will

         10  disappear, will disappear, over 100,000 units

         11  Citywide are in jeopardy. It makes no sense for us

         12  to create a fewer number of additional affordable

         13  units, only to lose a greater number.

         14                 This Intro puts in place a mechanism

         15  to allow tenants associations with community groups

         16  to buy out and preserve apartments as affordable.

         17                 This will be a first hearing. And

         18  prior to that, at 12:00 noon, there will be a press

         19  conference on the steps of City Hall, where we will

         20  be joined by hundreds of tenants and housing

         21  activists from all five boroughs.

         22                 I ask each of my colleagues whose

         23  schedule permits to join us tomorrow at noon on the

         24  steps of City Hall and to support Intro. 186 and

         25  keep our City affordable for all New Yorkers.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Comrie.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you,

          6  Madam Public Advocate.

          7                 Today I wanted to just alert the

          8  members in the entire City for something that the

          9  MTA is doing that is horrendous to the Borough of

         10  Queens.

         11                 As you know, they have proposed some

         12  major service changes that would affect the ability

         13  of consumers all over this City to access MTA

         14  facilities that would deal with the subway and bus

         15  service throughout this entire City.

         16                 Such a drastic change requires that

         17  they hold hearings, but the MTA has decided not to

         18  hold a hearing in Queens. They are trying to bundle

         19  us with Franklin K. Lane High School, which is

         20  totally impossible for most Queens residents to get

         21  to by bus or any type of public transportation.

         22                 It's unimaginable that such an issue

         23  of this magnitude, that they would not allow

         24  hearings to be held in an accessible spot in every

         25  borough.
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          2                 I've been going around today and

          3  asking members to sign a letter of protest. We

          4  started with Queens members, and I can tell you that

          5  we have over 40 members that have signed because

          6  this is a Citywide issue. It affects access to every

          7  borough. It affects the ability for people to move

          8  around. They must have open, public hearings in

          9  every borough of this City.

         10                 Madam Public Advocate, I would ask

         11  every member and every person in here to contact the

         12  MTA to protest these impending service cuts.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  Member Lopez.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Thank you,

         17  Madam Chair.

         18                 I'm standing to speak in favor of

         19  Intro. 488. I want to call the attention of my

         20  colleagues to this piece of legislation that born

         21  out of the detention of 1,800 people by the Police

         22  Department of the City of New York during the

         23  Republican Convention.

         24                 As everybody knows in the City, these

         25  detentions violated human rights, civil rights, and
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          2  put people in conditions that were unsanitary and

          3  unhealthy.

          4                 This legislation will amend the

          5  Civilian Complaint Review Board powers, giving the

          6  power to the Civilian Complaint Review Board to

          7  receive, investigate here, make finding and

          8  recommend action of a compliance by members of the

          9  public regarding the police, and procedures of the

         10  Police Department, including but not limited to the

         11  unsanitary conditions of police management

         12  facilities, the failure of the police to address

         13  medical or other health-related needs, or arrested

         14  inappropriately in an excessive detention period.

         15                 I'm looking forward from my

         16  colleagues to sign to this piece of legislation. It

         17  will give that power to the Civilian Complaint

         18  Review Board that they claim they don't have now to

         19  investigate the policies in which thousands of

         20  people were detained in the City illegally for more

         21  than 24 hours.

         22                 Thank you very much.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Stewart.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Thank you,
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          2  Madam Public Advocate.

          3                 I'd like to call the attention to a

          4  letter that I've been passing around to my

          5  colleagues to be sent to the Congressional

          6  Conference Committee. And this letter deals with the

          7  issue of HR 10, which seeks to really undermine the

          8  immigrant rights. What this does is, it's going to

          9  deny economic benefits to the 60 percent children

         10  who are born of immigrants in the City of New York.

         11                 It also prevents what we call a

         12  legitimate ID. It also puts on the Visa status

         13  requirement to possess a driver's license. We feel

         14  that all of this is really putting hardship on

         15  immigrants.

         16                 It also calls for summary deportation

         17  by immigration agents. And if you did not sign onto

         18  this letter, I will ask you to do so, it's coming

         19  around, to those who haven't done so. Thank you,

         20  ladies and gentlemen.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         22  nobody else, the meeting is adjourned.

         23                 (Hearing concluded at 3:15 p.m.)

         24
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