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          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, we

          3  have a number of very special guests today before

          4  the Stated Council Meeting formally begins, and I'd

          5  like to start with Council Member Gale Brewer who

          6  has a very special and heroic guest who is here who

          7  it is our privilege to honor today.

          8                 Council Member Brewer.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

         10  much, Mr. Speaker.

         11                 I'm joined here by Barbara Stevenson,

         12  and in May of 2004, she was passing on the street,

         13  and there was a construction worker who was almost

         14  dead in terms of being electrocuted while he was

         15  changing a bulb on a shed at the construction site.

         16                 And with her unbelievable skill, as a

         17  knowing CPR, she brought him back to life. People

         18  were gathered around the site, not knowing what to

         19  do, and she came along and saved his life.

         20                 He was quite sick for awhile, but we

         21  believe that he is doing well, all thanks to Barbara

         22  Stevenson.

         23                 So, we're here today to say thank you

         24  to a good samaritan and to a New Yorker who stepped

         25  forward and did what many of us don't have the
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          2  opportunity to do, to save a life.

          3                 So we're very honored to have Barbara

          4  Stevenson here with us today.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Council

          6  Member Brewer.

          7                 If the clerk could read the

          8  proclamation.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Council, City of

         10  New York, Proclamation.

         11                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         12  New York is proud to honor Barbara Stevenson for her

         13  courageous effort in performing life-saving CPR on

         14  May 28th, 2004; and

         15                 Whereas: Although she learned

         16  cardiopulmonary resuscitation 10 years ago and never

         17  had to perform it in an emergency, Barbara bravely

         18  stepped forward to aid an electrocuted construction

         19  worker suffering from a heart attack in her Upper

         20  West Side neighborhood; and

         21                 Whereas: Good Samaritans play a vital

         22  role in the community's emergency chain of response,

         23  providing health care until more advanced caregivers

         24  can arrive on the scene; and

         25                 Whereas: The act of saving another
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          2  person's life is one of the single greatest acts of

          3  citizenship; and

          4                 Whereas: A great city is only as

          5  great as those persons who give exemplary service to

          6  their communities and such service, which is truly

          7  the lifeblood of the community and the City, so

          8  often goes unrecognized and unrewarded; now,

          9  therefore

         10                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         11  City of New York honors Barbara Stevenson as an

         12  outstanding citizen who is worthy of the esteem of

         13  the community and the great City of New York.

         14                 Signed this 9th day of September in

         15  the year Two Thousand and Four, Gifford Miller,

         16  Speaker for the Entire Council; Gale A. Brewer,

         17  Council Member, 6th District, Manhattan.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Barbara, we're so

         19  pleased and proud to have the opportunity to honor

         20  you for your work and thankful that you were there

         21  at that very moment. We would love it if you would

         22  say just a few words.

         23                 MS. STEVENSON: I definitely didn't

         24  expect this, but I thank you all very much for

         25  having me here, and for giving me something so big.
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          2  I just thought it was going to be a slice of paper

          3  with a little stamp on it, but thank you. And thank

          4  you.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Barbara.

          6  Thank you.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Okay, my colleagues,

          8  for a second ceremonial we also have a heroic New

          9  Yorker, and someone that Council Member Comrie's

         10  district has brought us, brought her to us today,

         11  and I would like Council Member Comrie to bring her

         12  forward.

         13                 Council Member Comrie.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you,

         15  Speaker Miller.

         16                 Good afternoon, everyone. We have

         17  today with us Ms. Eleanor Jackson Pinn, who is 105

         18  years old. Now, I don't know about you, but I've

         19  asked about ten or 12 people in the room if they

         20  feel they're going to make it to a hundred and

         21  everybody said no. So, you know, there's something

         22  to that, you know, to have the fortitude and the

         23  life and the desire for learning and for exploring

         24  and for enjoying all of the aspects that life can

         25  bring you. As you can imagine, she was born in 1899.
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          2  She has gone through so many different changes in

          3  life, so many different -- just think about the

          4  technology that has changed. But I just wanted to

          5  congratulate her, and also wanted to acknowledge all

          6  of the people in her caregiver group, because you

          7  can't be 105 without having some support.

          8                 So, from Allen AME (phonetic) we have

          9  Ann Benruby, Jasmir Conseker, Careta Lawrence, who

         10  is the Director of Housing, Assistant Director of

         11  Housing for Allen AME. I gave you a new title,

         12  Careta, but that's okay, don't tell. Brenda

         13  Washington, who has been her caregiver for the past

         14  two years. Shiela Hare and Evelyn Aikin. And someone

         15  who is expecting, so we hope that your baby lives to

         16  be 105 years old. And without further ado, I'll turn

         17  it over to the Speaker.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Council

         19  member. We're so thrilled, and if we can have the

         20  clerk read the proclamation.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         22  of New York, Proclamation.

         23                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         24  New York is proud to honor Eleanor Jackson Pinn, who

         25  at the young age of one hundred and five continues
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          2  to enrich the lives of countless neighbors and

          3  friends; and

          4                 Whereas: Eleanor Pinn is a woman of

          5  extraordinary character and compassion who

          6  experienced all that the 20th century had to offer

          7  and is here to tell us her story; and

          8                 Whereas: Mrs. Pinn was born in South

          9  Woodstock, Connecticut and as a child moved to New

         10  York City where she had a successful career as a

         11  renowned dancer; and

         12                 Whereas: Eleanor Pinn moved into the

         13  Allen African Methodist Episcopal Senior Housing of

         14  St. Albans, Queens and began a new life enjoying new

         15  friends and receiving the respect and admiration of

         16  the staff; and

         17                 Whereas: Allen's staff, including its

         18  Housing Manager, David Miller, its Service

         19  Coordinator, Careta Lawrence, and the Allen Church

         20  Family are to be commended for creating such a

         21  nurturing environment, one which respects the

         22  accomplishments and lives of older New Yorkers such

         23  as Eleanor Pinn and ensures that their needs are

         24  met; and

         25                 Whereas: Eleanor Pinn has said that
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          2  the secret to longevity is living life to the

          3  fullest, trying to encourage everyone she meets, and

          4  brightening the lives of others through her

          5  incredible sense of humor; it is, therefore, no

          6  wonder that she now bears the proud title of "Queen"

          7  of the Allen Senior Complex; and

          8                 Whereas: Eleanor Pinn continually

          9  exhibits a love for the world and for others. She is

         10  a wonderful role model who has demonstrated what can

         11  be achieved when a person cares about improving the

         12  lives of others. She is a constant reminder of the

         13  expression "You're Only As Old As You Feel" and,

         14  with her boundless spirit and sense of friendship

         15  she is a constant source of inspiration to all those

         16  who know and love her; now, therefore

         17                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         18  City of New York honors Eleanor Jackson Pinn and

         19  commends her for her brightening the lives of so

         20  many New Yorkers throughout her one hundred and five

         21  years.

         22                 Signed this 9th day of September in

         23  the year Two Thousand and Four, Gifford Miller,

         24  Speaker for the Entire Council; Leroy Comrie,

         25  Majority Whip, Council Member 27th District, Queens.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Mrs. Pinn, we are so

          3  glad you are here with us. We have some flowers for

          4  you, and we would love it if you would say a few

          5  words. Would you?

          6                 MS. PINN: I do want to say this much:

          7  I don't know where they got the Jackson from.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Okay.

          9                 MS. PINN: Jackson was my maiden name.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Oh.

         11                 MS. PINN: My other name is Pinn.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Yes, we got that. We

         13  got that, Mrs. Pinn, it's all in there. It says

         14  Pinn. We got it right, I think.

         15                 MS. PINN: I hope so.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: All right, thank you,

         17  Mrs. Pinn.

         18                 Thank you, Mrs. Pinn, for being here.

         19  We need your help in the press office. All right,

         20  thank you all for being here. And congratulations

         21  Allen AME for your extraordinary work in providing

         22  such great care.

         23                 Do you want to say something? All

         24  right.

         25                 MS. WASHINGTON: I take care of Ms.
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          2  Pinn five days a week, 24 hours.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Oh, my goodness.

          4                 MS. WASHINGTON: It's been a pleasure

          5  working for Ms. Pinn.

          6                 One day I asked Ms. Pinn, I said,

          7  "tell me what you used to eat or do to this age."

          8                 She said, "It's too late. You should

          9  have started earlier."

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: She's probably right.

         11                 All right. Thank you, both, for being

         12  here. Thank you, all. Thank you.

         13                 My colleagues, we have one final

         14  special guest who is here with us today, and that is

         15  Jasuko Nikato (phonetic). She is a member of the

         16  Municipal Assembly, Essentially the City Council of

         17  the City of Nagoya in Japan, and she's served on the

         18  City Council there since 1995. She is particularly

         19  interested in how municipal government can work with

         20  non-profits to reduce juvenile delinquency and crime

         21  among juveniles, and she's here with the State

         22  Department Contract Interpreter, Yasko Karaki. Thank

         23  you for being here, as well.

         24                 And also she's here to talk with the

         25  Chair of our Committee, Subcommittee on Juvenile
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          2  Justice, Sara Gonzalez.

          3                 Council member, we're very pleased to

          4  have you here with us. Thank you for being here with

          5  us.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Can the

          7  Stated Meeting please come to order? Quiet, please.

          8                 Roll call.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

          8                 (No response.)

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: We have a

         16  quorum.

         17                 May the Invocation be read by

         18  Jonathan Glass. All rise.

         19                 RABBI GLASS: Thank you.

         20                 Men and women of the City Council,

         21  today's date in the Jewish calendar is the 23rd day

         22  Elil. While it may sound obscure, three years ago it

         23  corresponded with the English date of September

         24  11th, 2001.

         25                 Thus, from the Jewish perspective,
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          2  today is also an anniversary to be commemorated. We

          3  recognize at this time that while we have been

          4  blessed with three years from the horror of that

          5  awful event, we are still cautious about the future.

          6                 We also recognize that the scars of

          7  that day still remain with many of our community.

          8  And most importantly, we recognize there has been a

          9  steep price to pay for our continuing Homeland

         10  Security, namely the lives of our armed forces which

         11  have been lost or damaged, as well as the many who

         12  continue to sacrifice of themselves to maintain a

         13  difficult struggle abroad.

         14                 Amen.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Amen.

         16                 Council Member Brewer.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I move to

         18  spread the invocation in full upon the record.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         20                 Adoption of the minutes?

         21                 Council Member Clarke.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: I move that

         23  the minutes of the Stated Meeting of June 28th and

         24  July 21st of 2004 be adopted as printed.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,
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          2  please.

          3                 Messages and papers from the Mayor.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 206.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: It's been referred to

          6  the Committee on Environmental Protection.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 207.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Land Use.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         10  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

         13  and Communications.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         16  Call-Ups.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 208, 209,

         18  210, 211, 212, 213 on this page.

         19                 Next page 214 and 215.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: All these items are

         21  coupled on the Call-Up vote.

         22                 At this point I'd ask the clerk to

         23  call the roll on all items coupled on the Land Use

         24  Call-Up vote.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Present. Aye

         15  on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye. Here.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         25                 (No response.)
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: May I be

         10  excused to explain my vote?

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Just very

         13  briefly, Madam Chair. I want to thank -- oh, we're

         14  only on the Call? I'm sorry, I'll defer til later.

         15  Thank you.

         16                 Oh, and I vote aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Yes.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         17  all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Madam Chair, I

         20  vote aye on all. And I ask permission to vote aye on

         21  all coupled general orders as well because I have to

         22  leave for a family emergency.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye on

          7  all, and I'm here.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

                                                            24

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Today's Land

         17  Use Call-Ups are adopted by a vote of 43 in the

         18  affirmative, zero in the negative.

         19                 Communication from the Speaker.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: I'm sorry, we have

         21  Communication from the Speaker?

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes, Mr.

         23  Speaker.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Madam

         25  Public Advocate.
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          2                 We are doing a number of important

          3  things today, but I want to draw the attention to my

          4  colleagues, if I could have their attention

          5  possibly?

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

          7  please.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: The first piece of

          9  legislation that we are doing today is the Dignity

         10  For All Students Act.  It is with deep regret that

         11  this Council feels compelled to override the Mayor's

         12  veto of this piece of legislation. After years,

         13  literally, of attempts to get the Department of

         14  Education to acknowledge the problem and take it

         15  seriously, we have been unable to get them to take

         16  serious and concerted action.

         17                 And as a result we are passing this

         18  legislation. I spoke about it earlier, but quite

         19  simply, it requires the Department of Education to

         20  not only have a policy that protects all students

         21  from harassment of all kinds, but also a structure

         22  for actually implementing that policy. And that

         23  ultimately is sort of where the rubber hit the road.

         24                 The Department of Education does not

         25  want to have a clear reporting mechanism for these
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          2  kinds of incidents. Because I think, frankly,

          3  they're afraid of what the answer is that they'll

          4  get if they ask the question. And that's a shame.

          5                 So, this Council is standing up today

          6  to protect all of the students of our schools and

          7  also to acknowledge that getting out in front of

          8  harassment and bullying is the proper way to address

          9  school violence more generally, because harassment

         10  and bullying is the beginning of the slide into an

         11  unsafe and unhealthy school environment.

         12                 So, I am please to have the support

         13  of my colleagues.

         14                 Council Member Gerson, who is the

         15  prime sponsor of this legislation, if you would say

         16  just a few words?

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you, Mr.

         18  Speaker.

         19                 For too many students going to school

         20  means running the gauntlet of physical abuse,

         21  excessive teasing, or taunting. For too many pupils

         22  their major challenge in going to school is not

         23  excelling in subject or support, but rather survival

         24  with their physical safety and with their dignity

         25  intact.
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          2                 Well, today we have an opportunity to

          3  send a message to the school system and a back to

          4  school present to all of our students and all of our

          5  teachers, namely that bullying has no place in our

          6  schools.

          7                 We know this override will not end

          8  the problem, but it will begin and expand, or expand

          9  an evolution that will diminish and hopefully

         10  ultimately lead to an end to the problem. It will

         11  put New York City in the forefront of dealing with

         12  what is an insidious persistent problem.

         13                 I want to thank our Speaker, and I

         14  want to thank the Chair of the Education Committee,

         15  Council Member Moskowitz, the Chair of the Health

         16  Committee, Council Member Quinn, my colleague

         17  Council Member Liu and all of my colleagues who have

         18  taken leading roles, and that's really virtually

         19  everyone here, in propounding and making this bill

         20  possible.

         21                 In conclusion, the heart-wrenching

         22  testimony in the hearings we held by students who

         23  endured this, made it clear how important it is that

         24  we pass it.

         25                 The testimony by the teachers who are
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          2  on the front line, that they need this bill to

          3  empower them to deal effectively with this problem,

          4  makes it necessary that we pass the bill.

          5                 The Mayor says he supports the

          6  objectives, he supports virtually the same bill in

          7  Albany. We offered to meet with him to overcome any

          8  technical objections, the procedural issues he put

          9  in place he raised do not justify not overriding

         10  this veto.

         11                 We must go forward. We must give all

         12  of our students the important back to school present

         13  they deserve.

         14                 Thank you, all, very much.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, we're

         16  also doing a second important piece of legislation

         17  today to address the problem of community facilities

         18  in our neighborhood.

         19                 Community facilities understandably

         20  receives support from City through zoning and other

         21  types of application because they're community

         22  facilities. However, there are loopholes and

         23  problems that have been there in the existing code

         24  that have caused certain types of community

         25  facilities to abuse the quality of life and

                                                            29

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  ultimately to run counter to the integrity of the

          3  zoning resolution and its purposes.

          4                 And, so, today we are taking what is

          5  really actually a historic step, because passing

          6  this kind of community facility changes has alluded

          7  for dozens of years City Plannings Commissions and

          8  Councils.

          9                 I want to give an opportunity for the

         10  Chair of the Land Use and the Chair of the

         11  Subcommittee of Land Use to say a few words. But I

         12  do also want to thank the Bloomberg Administration

         13  for working cooperatively, at least in this matter.

         14  This was a co-application and a very cooperative

         15  effort to address what is a serious problem, and I

         16  think government at its best, in particular because

         17  it brought in all the effected parties, and worked

         18  very hard to reach compromises that addresses their

         19  concerns, and with that I'd like the Chair of the

         20  Land Use Committee Melinda Katz to say a few words.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Thank you, Mr.

         22  Speaker.

         23                 My colleagues, Mr. Speaker, this is

         24  the first reform of the community facility zoning

         25  text in 40 years. This is also a very historic time
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          2  for us because it's the first joint application

          3  between the Land Use Committee and the City Planning

          4  Commission, and we are particularly proud of the

          5  work that we have done with the Administration to

          6  make sure that this legislation goes through.

          7                 This legislation was only possible by

          8  the intent and the dedication of Tony Avella, the

          9  Land Use staff, the Speaker, the Administration and

         10  all those civic associations and religious

         11  facilities that were so involved in making sure this

         12  legislation came to fruition.

         13                 So many of us are overridden in our

         14  community by medical facilities and houses of

         15  worships that are not required under the present law

         16  to have parking requirements.

         17                 As we all know, the practice of

         18  medicine changed quite a bit in our community,

         19  whereas we used to have a neighborhood doctor in our

         20  neighborhood that would be enjoyed and used, we now

         21  have group practices that are coming into our

         22  communities, not required to have parking and

         23  overwhelming our streets with the cars going to

         24  those doctors' offices.

         25                 We have moved medical facilities out
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          2  of R 1 and R 2 to preserve low residential areas.

          3                 Madam Public Advocate, if I can have

          4  a little bit of order?

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

          6  please.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I appreciate it.

          8  My colleagues, one more minute.

          9                 The other issues is houses of

         10  worship. Right now all of you know that in houses of

         11  worship that go up in our neighborhoods and in our

         12  communities, so many of them do not require parking.

         13                 Right now if houses of worship do not

         14  have fixed seats, they are not required to have

         15  parking, which means that folding chairs have become

         16  extremely popular and benches have become extremely

         17  popular, which are removable, therefore not

         18  necessitating any parking requirements in the area.

         19                 This bill and this legislation will

         20  allow that. The capacity for parking is based on the

         21  capacity of the building. So, therefore, the

         22  churches and the synagogues, all those religious

         23  facilities that we enjoy in our community will be

         24  required to have parking now.

         25                 Once again, I think this is a great
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          2  first step for community facilities in the City

          3  Council. We have waited years for this type of

          4  legislation, and truly only because of the

          5  hard-working dedication of the staff, the Speaker's

          6  Office, the City and the Subcommittee Chair do we

          7  have it today.

          8                 I would ask all my colleagues to

          9  please join me in supporting this legislation.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         11                 And, Melinda, it is a very good piece

         12  of legislation and your leadership has been very

         13  effective. Also the Subcommittee Chairman of the

         14  Committee on Zoning, Tony Avella, has also worked

         15  extraordinarily hard on this legislation.

         16                 Tony, if you'd like to say a few

         17  words?

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Thank you, Mr.

         19  Speaker.

         20                 When I was elected in 2002, this was

         21  the first issue I started working on with the

         22  Speaker and Melinda Katz.

         23                 For 40 years there's been no change

         24  in community facilities part of the zoning code.

         25  This Council should be very proud that we are the
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          2  first body to be able to accomplish this in the City

          3  Council. No other City Council body has been able to

          4  accomplish this, no other administration has been

          5  able to accomplish this. Because of the complex

          6  nature and the type of facilities that fall under

          7  the category of community facilities.

          8                 By passing this legislation, by

          9  amending the community facilities part of the zoning

         10  code, we are affording low density residential

         11  communities with protection that previous to today

         12  they did not have.

         13                 We are restoring the stability in

         14  residential communities, and we are preserving the

         15  quality of life. And I appreciate the cooperation of

         16  the Mayor, Commissioner Amanda Burden of the

         17  Department of City Planning, Speaker Miller, Melinda

         18  Katz, Chair of the Land Use Committee, and all the

         19  members of this body, because this is an historic

         20  step.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Chairman

         22  Avella, Chairwoman Katz, and my colleagues.

         23                 Finally, I'd like to allow Council

         24  Member Gonzalez to introduce a special guest.

         25                 Council Member Gonzalez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Thank you,

          3  Speaker Miller.

          4                 I'd like our colleagues today -- and

          5  I have a cold, so I apologize -- but we have a

          6  special guest of honor today in our Chamber and it

          7  gives me great pleasure to welcome here

          8  Assemblywoman Jasuko Nikato. She's a Municipal

          9  Assemblymember of the City of Nagoya in Japan. And

         10  I'd like to welcome her. I'd like to have my

         11  colleagues welcome her as well. She has demonstrated

         12  an interest, she is on a fact-finding mission from

         13  Japan, she's very, very interested in Juvenile

         14  Justice and alternatives of non-profits that affect

         15  our juvenile system and I am very proud and honored

         16  to have her here.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         19                 Finally, if I could ask all of my

         20  colleagues to rise, I would like to have a moment of

         21  silence, not just in memory of the fact that this is

         22  three years almost to the day, and certainly the

         23  closest that we'll come as a City Council meeting,

         24  come together as representatives of our City since

         25  September 11th, but also in memory of those who died
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          2  in the horrific terrorist attacks in the last

          3  several weeks in Russia.

          4                 We all know firsthand as New Yorkers

          5  the pain and the terror that is caused when our

          6  loved ones are taken from us so swiftly, so suddenly

          7  and so senselessly, and to see too many of our

          8  fellow citizens of the world experience the same

          9  problems is to give us a chance to remember that we

         10  are all engaged in the same battle for common

         11  humanity. And if we could have a moment of silence

         12  in their memory as well as those closer to home, I'd

         13  be appreciative.

         14                 (Moment of Silence.)

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         17  of General Orders.

         18                 Council Member Oddo.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I briefly would

         20  just like to echo the sentiments expressed by

         21  Chairwoman Katz and Chairman Avella.

         22                 In the mid-nineties I was a staff

         23  person in this body when Council Member Mike Abel

         24  tried to address the issue of medical facilities and

         25  the then administration said hold your horses, we're
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          2  going to focus on the wider issue of community

          3  facilities, and that effort bogged down and we

          4  received no relief. And really, Council Member

          5  Avella and Council Member Katz and the staff were

          6  able to do what their predecessors could not and

          7  they're to be commended.

          8                 It was a good concept originally,

          9  sort of like Little House on the Prairie, having Doc

         10  right nearby, but it has become out of hand in many

         11  communities. On Staten Island and across this

         12  country there are medical and dental offices opening

         13  up on every other corner, and I really want to

         14  commend them because this is an item that has a

         15  direct impact on the quality of life of our

         16  constituents and really should be commended for all

         17  their work and the staff's work.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member Gennaro.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

         21  Madam Public Advocate.

         22                 I wish to thank in a special way the

         23  Speaker, the Chair of the Land Use Committee,

         24  Melinda Katz, and Tony Avella, and the Land Use

         25  Committee, and the Administration for their
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          2  extraordinary leadership in bringing this very

          3  important zoning resolution through the very long

          4  and difficult process. And I wish to commend them

          5  for the extraordinary sensitivity that they

          6  displayed to houses of worship with regard to some

          7  changes that were made late in the process in order

          8  to be more fair to houses of worship. So, I wish to

          9  commend them for their sensitivity and diligence in

         10  making sure that that critical piece came into

         11  place. I also wish to thank in a very special way,

         12  Council Member Weprin, Felder, Nelson, DeBlasio and

         13  all that helped in that effort.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Report of

         16  Special Committees.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

         19  Standing Committees.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         21  Committee on Education.

         22                 Intro. 188-A.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         24  General Order Calendar.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 201.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          4  Committee on Land Use.

          5                 LU 103 and companion Reso 573.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          7  General Order Calendar.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 104 and

          9  companion Reso 574.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         11  General Order Calendar.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 170 and

         13  companion Reso 575.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 175 and

         16  companion Reso 576.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 176 and

         19  companion Reso 577.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed

         21  pursuant to a letter of withdrawal.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER CHERRY: LU 179 and

         23  companion Reso 578.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         25  General Order Calendar.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 213 and

          3  companion Reso 579.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 216 and

          6  companion Reso 580.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 217 and

          9  companion Reso 581.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 231 and

         12  companion Reso 582.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed

         14  pursuant to a letter of withdrawal.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         16  LU 250 and companion Reso 583.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         18  General Order Calendar.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         20  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.

         21                 M 202 and companion Reso 584.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         23  General Order Calendar.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         25  Committee on Transportation.
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          2                 Intro. 205-A.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and Laid

          4  Over.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

          6  Order Calendar.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 127-A.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 233 and

         10  companion Reso 585.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         12  General Order Calendar.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 236 and

         14  companion Reso 586.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolutions

         17  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         19  General Order Calendar.

         20                 At this point I'd ask the Clerk to

         21  call the roll on all items coupled on the general

         22  order calendar.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: On Intro.

         24  188-A, the question before the Council is, shall

         25  Intro. 188-A pass the objections of the Mayor
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          2  notwithstanding.

          3                 Roll call.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: May I be

          4  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Thank you.

          7                 I will be voting aye on all coupled

          8  general orders with the exception of Intro. 188-A,

          9  in which I will vote no.

         10                 I would also like to extend my

         11  congratulations to a great public servant and a good

         12  friend, Alfred Cerullo, Fred Cerullo, for his

         13  appointment today. I cannot think of a better and

         14  more distinguished man for the position. And I wish

         15  him all of the good luck and success, and I know

         16  that he'll do an outstanding job on City Planning,

         17  and I'm looking forward to working with him.

         18                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         21  Order Calendar, Council Member Gennaro.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Pass.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: No on Intro.

         19  188-A; aye on the rest.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         25                 (No response.)
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Madam Public

          4  Advocate, I seek temporary leave to explain my vote?

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: I just want

          7  to say that on Intro. 188-A, I am very proud to be a

          8  co-sponsor of this legislation, and just to tell my

          9  colleagues a brief little story, and that I dedicate

         10  my vote on this to a young man named Jordan Torres,

         11  who was a student in PS 22 in the Northwest Shore of

         12  Staten Island, and the harassment that he suffered

         13  at school was so bad that his mother had to go out

         14  in front of the school and picket up and down. The

         15  child became very ill and couldn't attend school,

         16  and it just highlighted to me early on in my tenure

         17  things that I know as a parent and as a Little

         18  League Coach and a Soccer Coach, that quite often

         19  bullying and children being mean to each other is a

         20  serious, serious problem. It's one that is not being

         21  properly addressed in our schools. And I became

         22  cognizant of that during the hearings on this bill,

         23  because I was really shocked to hear the

         24  presentations of the Department of Education, to

         25  hear how little they were doing to deal with this
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          2  issue that very much affects the lives of so many of

          3  our children. And if they wonder why violence

          4  becomes a problem in high school, it's because

          5  they're not properly intervening in acts of bullyism

          6  in the lower grades especially. And I am proud to

          7  have been a sponsor of this, and I commend Council

          8  Member Gerson and the Speaker and everyone else for

          9  putting this fine piece of legislation forward.

         10                 I also want to add my voice praising

         11  Tony Avella, Melinda Katz and the Land Use staff,

         12  the Community Facilities Act is another piece of

         13  legislation that this Council should be very proud

         14  of and it helps us when we deal with the quality of

         15  life of overbuilding and overdevelopment issues in

         16  our district.

         17                 Lastly, I also want to congratulate a

         18  very good friend, a very fine individual and really

         19  a great public servant, someone who I'm proud to say

         20  is a friend, Fred Cerullo, on his appointment for

         21  City Planning, and he should know that we will all

         22  be standing in front of him, reminding him that he

         23  is an advocate for all of the people of the City of

         24  New York.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

          3  all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: If I may be

         12  excused to explain my vote?

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Before voting

         15  aye, I want to congratulate the dignity for all

         16  students at the Coalition, particularly congratulate

         17  Council Member Alan Gerson for his stewardship of

         18  this important piece of legislation through the

         19  Council, and then back to us again for the speed or

         20  override.

         21                 I wish this law could have been

         22  passed with the support of the Mayor. If we know

         23  when the Mayor supports pieces of legislation like

         24  this in the Council, they are more effectively

         25  implemented. But nonetheless, we in the Council will
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          2  make sure that this law is implemented and that

          3  school children in New York City get the protection

          4  they deserve, and that teachers get the training

          5  that they need.

          6                 I vote aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: I request

          5  permission to vote aye on all Land Use Call-Ups.

          6  With that permission, I do. And then I vote aye also

          7  on these matters.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: I would also

         10  like to vote aye on all Land Use Call-Ups, and vote

         11  aye. Thank you.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Public

         14  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: First, with

         17  respect to Land Use items 103 and 104. The adoption

         18  of these items cumulate a long process of

         19  negotiation with the Administration, leading to

         20  facilitation of development on important parcels in

         21  Lower Manhattan.

         22                 Our support for these items is

         23  predicated on agreements which protect the needs of

         24  the community and are important in innovative ways.

         25                 This would not have been possible
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          2  without the support, the steadfast support of Chair

          3  Katz, Subcommittee Chair Martinez, and all of the

          4  members of the Land Use Committee.

          5                 I want to thank them for their

          6  support on these important items.

          7                 With respect to dignity in all

          8  schools, Madam Public Advocate, the Speaker, Council

          9  Members McMahon and Quinn have expressed it all

         10  well.

         11                 I just want to first of all

         12  acknowledge and thank, especially all of the young

         13  people, the students who have endured bullying, who

         14  have testified at our hearing and spoke earlier this

         15  morning or this afternoon at a press conference.

         16                 I want to thank them for their

         17  commitment and their courage. And they do deserve a

         18  round of applause from all of us.

         19                 I want to thank the parents, the

         20  teachers, the school administrators and the civil

         21  and human rights advocates who comprise the DASA

         22  Coalition for their compassion and their commitment

         23  to bringing this bill forward.

         24                 Bullying affects persons of all

         25  backgrounds, races, religion, walks of life, sexual
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          2  orientations. This is a great day for our students.

          3  As I said, a great back to school present. And in

          4  dedication to all of the students of our City, I

          5  proudly vote yes on all.

          6                 Thank you.

          7                 Oh, and Madam Public Advocate, most

          8  of all I thank my colleagues for their commitment

          9  with them and compassion in overwhelming enacting

         10  this measure.

         11                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Madam

         14  Public Advocate, if I may ask permission to vote on

         15  all Land Use Call-Ups and everything coupled on the

         16  General Order Calendar?

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Thank you.

         19  I vote aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: May I be

         22  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         23                 I vote no on Intro. 188-A. I would

         24  just like to point out that on the general order

         25  there are two rezonings in Council Member Lanza's
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          2  district that he has helped, actually shepherded

          3  through the process, and I just want our colleagues

          4  to know that under the leadership with Speaker

          5  Miller, this Council added several hundred thousand

          6  dollars to City Planning's budget this year. I met

          7  with City Planning folks earlier in the week, and

          8  they are in the process of hiring additional staff,

          9  they're participating in the Urban Fellow Program

         10  for the first time, and they're putting some of that

         11  money for different studies. So, I would encourage

         12  each of my colleagues who has an over-development

         13  issue coming down the pike, to reach out to your

         14  local City Planning Office and figure out how the

         15  additional money this Council put in there will help

         16  you downzone or rezone your community as quickly as

         17  possible.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye on all.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

         24  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

         25  vote of 47 in the affirmative, zero in the negative,
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          2  with the exception of 188-A, which was adopted by a

          3  vote of 44 in the affirmative and three in the

          4  negative.

          5                 Revised Land Use Call-Ups were

          6  adopted by a vote of 47 in the affirmative, zero in

          7  the negative.

          8                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: All items are

         10  referred to the committee as indicated on the

         11  schedule.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         13  of resolutions.

         14                 None.

         15                 Resolutions?

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         18  Discussion.

         19                 Sorry, Mr. Speaker.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Yes, just if I could

         21  just note for my colleagues and for the record that

         22  Council Member Foster is not here due to a death in

         23  the family. Our thoughts and prayers are with her

         24  and her family. As well as Council Member Baez also

         25  had a medical emergency in her family that she had
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          2  to attend to. Although I understand everything is

          3  all right. And certainly our thoughts and prayers

          4  are with her, as well. Thank you.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          6  Member Gentile.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Thank you,

          8  Madam Public Advocate.

          9                 We all know that the sales tax on

         10  clothing and shoes was due to sunset the end of May

         11  of this year. And we also all know that that did not

         12  happen, and the State Legislature continued the

         13  sales tax on clothing and shoes for all clothing and

         14  shoes until May of next year, the end of May of next

         15  year.

         16                 So, we are introducing, myself,

         17  Council Member Lanza, Councilman Recchia, Councilman

         18  Weprin, introducing Resolution No. 564. We're asking

         19  you to support that, which we as a Council are

         20  calling on the State Legislature, (a) to end the

         21  sales tax as promised on clothing and shoes, or (b),

         22  in the alternative, if they will not end it on the

         23  Statewide level, to at least restore the authority

         24  to the City of New York, to rescind and repeal our

         25  own sales tax, as we had promised last year.
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          2                 A promise is a promise and we should

          3  keep that promise. If the State doesn't want to keep

          4  it, then let the City of New York have the authority

          5  to keep that promise.

          6                 That's Resolution 564. We're going to

          7  do a press conference on it next week. We ask

          8  everyone's support. Resolution 564.

          9                 I want to thank Councilman Lanza and

         10  his staff for helping us put a website together. The

         11  website is www.dropthetax.com. You can go on that

         12  website, you can sign an e petition. We had over 500

         13  people across the City of New York that have signed

         14  that e petition. We're asking everybody to help us

         15  in this campaign to convince the State Legislature

         16  to introduce a bill to repeal the tax across the

         17  state or to give the City the authority once again

         18  to repeal their own tax.

         19                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         21  Member Martinez, would you like to vote?

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         23  Madam Chair.

         24                 Can I be permitted to vote on all

         25  Land Use Call-Ups and all Coupled General Orders?
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          2                 Aye.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

          4  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

          5  vote of 48 in the affirmative, zero in the negative,

          6  zero abstentions, with the exception of Intro.

          7  188-A, which was adopted by 45 in the affirmative,

          8  three in the negative.

          9                 Revised Land Use Call-Ups were

         10  adopted by a vote of 48 in the affirmative, zero in

         11  the negative.

         12                 Council Member Felder.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you,

         14  Madam Public Advocate.

         15                 A week from today we will be

         16  celebrating the Hebrew New Year Rosh Hashanah, and

         17  as it approaches again, I find myself in the

         18  position and the tradition of asking my colleagues

         19  and everyone else for forgiveness for anything that

         20  I've done, said, or maybe even thought.

         21                 But certainly I can only say that I

         22  will try to be a little better. I don't want to set

         23  the goal too high, in the coming year. And I hope

         24  that you all forgive me if in any way I hurt you, in

         25  any way. I wish everybody a happy and healthy year.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member Weprin.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you,

          5  Madam Public Advocate.

          6                 Today I've introduced Intro. 444,

          7  which bans the sale of all novelty cigarette

          8  lighters in the City of New York.

          9                 A novelty lighter is any lighter used

         10  to ignite cigarettes, cigars and pipes, that is

         11  entertaining audio or visual effects or depicts

         12  through logos, decals, and art work or resembles in

         13  physical form or function articles commonly

         14  recognized as appealing to or intended for use by

         15  children under five years of age.

         16                 These lighters often depict or

         17  resemble cartoon characters, toys, guns, watches,

         18  musical instruments, vehicles, toy animals, food or

         19  beverages.

         20                 They could also play musical notes or

         21  have flashing lights or other entertainment

         22  features.

         23                 While young children are not often

         24  the purchasers of novelty lighters, which cost

         25  between $3 and $7 each, anyone can leave them lying

                                                            57

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  around where they could be picked up by a youngster.

          3                 On June 24th, 2003, a four and a half

          4  year old playing with a lighter that looked like a

          5  horse, started a fire. The resulting fire caused

          6  over $60,000 worth of damage to the family's home,

          7  and injured his 18-year-old sister severely.

          8                 At such a young age, how could the

          9  boy have known that the toy he was playing with was

         10  actually a novelty cigarette lighter?

         11                 According to the Consumer Product

         12  Safety Commission, children under five years old

         13  playing with lighters caused more than 5,000

         14  residential fires a year, resulting in approximately

         15  150 deaths, and more than 1,000 injuries.

         16                 Federal law states that all lighters,

         17  including novelty lighters, much be child resistant.

         18  Meaning that 85 percent of children in the test

         19  panel should not be able to operate the lighter.

         20                 Obviously, child resistant does not

         21  mean childproof.

         22                 In addition to banning the sale of

         23  novelty items, novelty lighters, I'm proposing the

         24  ban of all cigarette lighters to minors.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time,
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          2  Council member.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you very

          4  much. And I urge my colleagues to join me in

          5  supporting this legislation.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          7  Member James.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: As the school

          9  year approaches, the Mayor today in outlining his

         10  educational policy of Brooklyn Tech, announced an

         11  expansion of his retention policy for the fifth

         12  grade, in effect banding (sic) social promotion at

         13  that level.

         14                 The Mayor talked about the success of

         15  the Summer Academy for Third Graders. Seventy-five

         16  percent of those who went on to graduate will be

         17  promoted to the fourth grade.

         18                 The success of the summer academy was

         19  due in part to small classroom size, qualified

         20  teachers, a challenging curriculum and proper

         21  materials. Basically resources, resources and

         22  resources.

         23                 Resources for a summer academy, that

         24  is why it was a success. And if we were only to

         25  apply those same resources to the academic year,
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          2  then there would no longer be a need for retention

          3  policy in the third and/or fifth grade.

          4                 So, Mr. Mayor, I applaud you for

          5  outlining your educational policy, which speaks to

          6  standards, accountability, professional development

          7  and smaller classroom size, but without needed

          8  resources, then the fifth graders can look forward

          9  to another summer academy that we are going to have

         10  to fund and finance at a much more expanded level,

         11  because as you know, the fifth grade class is a much

         12  more challenging group of students.

         13                 Thank you very much.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  Member Martinez.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         17  Madam Advocate.

         18                 I rise to ask for support of my

         19  colleagues on Intro. 440 and Intro. 441.

         20                 Intro. 440 tries to address the issue

         21  of the lack of the mechanism to close down the fire

         22  hydrant. During this summer, many of the police

         23  officers in my district communicated the frustration

         24  they had by not having the equipment necessary to

         25  shut down the fire hydrant.
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          2                 It's my understanding that in many of

          3  the precincts, only one patrol car will have the

          4  wrench needed to close the fire hydrants.

          5                 We're asking that it become part of

          6  the equipment of the patrol cars to carry the wrench

          7  necessary and the equipment necessary to close the

          8  fire hydrants.

          9                 Intro. 441 is an Intro which we're

         10  asking that tenants who are living in City-owned

         11  property receive the proper notification with clear

         12  language as to the opportunities that they have to

         13  become owners of the building in which they live.

         14                 Right now we are experiencing some

         15  issues with the notification that are not clear

         16  enough, notifying tenants that they have an

         17  opportunity to become owners.

         18                 Intro. 441 addresses that issue, and

         19  I rise to act in support of my colleagues, and

         20  support these two pieces of legislation.

         21                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         23  nobody else, the -- oh, I'm sorry, Council Member

         24  Gerson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Yes, Madam
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          2  Public Advocate, I just wanted to add to my earlier

          3  remarks to acknowledge and thank the hard work which

          4  facilitated the override and Adoption of Dignity In

          5  All Schools Act, and that's the hard work of my

          6  Chief of Staff Derek McCall, our Director of

          7  Legislation Solomon Turkell, and the attorneys and

          8  staffs of the Education Committee and the Offices of

          9  Council Members Quinn and Moskowitz, as well as, of

         10  course, the Speaker's Officer and Marcel Van Ooyen.

         11                 And I just want to echo the remarks

         12  of my esteemed colleague Council Member James, and

         13  call upon the Mayor not to get so caught up in the

         14  macro corporate reorganization of the school system

         15  so as to lose sight of daily reality in our

         16  classrooms, in our school buildings, to put the

         17  necessary resources into the day-to-day year-round

         18  school education so we avoid having the need to

         19  retain students at any grade.

         20                 Thank you very much.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         22  nobody else, the Council Meeting is adjourned.

         23                 (Hearing concluded at 2:35 p.m.)

         24
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