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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Councilman Tony

          3  Avella is here and he has some special guests. We'd

          4  be appreciative if you'd introduce them.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Thank you, Mr.

          6  Speaker.

          7                 I would like to call up the firm of

          8  Sullivan Papain Block McGrath & Cannavo.

          9                 Gentlemen.

         10                 We're happy to honor this law firm

         11  here today. They have a long history of working with

         12  our firefighters and the UFA and they did an

         13  extraordinary service following 9/11. They went well

         14  beyond what is normally anticipated expected of

         15  lawyers or a law firm to help set up the Victims

         16  Compensation Fund and to represent over 362

         17  firefighters in the administrative claims for that

         18  fund at absolutely no charge to the families and we

         19  certainly appreciate that.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: We are so

         21  appreciative that you're here. If the clerk could

         22  read the proclamation.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: The Council of the

         24  City of New York, Proclamation.

         25                 Whereas: The Council of the City of
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          2  New York is pleased and proud to honor the members

          3  of Sullivan Papain Block McGrath & Cannavo P.C. for

          4  their unparalleled work on behalf of New York City's

          5  Bravest and their families, affected by the tragedy

          6  of September 11, 2001;

          7                 Whereas: Our City is strengthened by

          8  individuals dedicated to bettering the lives of

          9  others. Through acts of kindness and compassion,

         10  these men and women persevere and distinguish

         11  themselves as great benefactors in their respective

         12  communities; and

         13                 Whereas: Sullivan Papain Block

         14  McGrath & Cannavo P.C. exemplifies this noble ideal.

         15  Founded seventy-five years ago by a group of caring,

         16  community minded individuals, it has since grown to

         17  over twenty-five members who have 'answered the

         18  call' in their own way, responding to the needs of

         19  over 362 injured firefighters and families of

         20  deceased firefighters; and

         21                 Whereas: Among the many noteworthy

         22  contributions it has made to our City, this

         23  prestigious law firm was instrumental in the

         24  creation of the September 11th Victim Compensation

         25  Fund, which was established by Congress to
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          2  compensate individuals injured and relatives of

          3  those killed as a result of the attacks; and

          4                 Whereas: Sullivan Papain Block

          5  McGrath & Cannavo P.C. has dedicated itself to

          6  recovering over $260 million from the Fund for

          7  injured firefighters and families of fallen

          8  firefighters while foregoing millions of dollars in

          9  legal fees; and

         10                 Whereas: It is with immense pride

         11  that we recognize all the hard working members of

         12  the Sullivan Papain Block McGrath & Cannavo P.C.

         13  They have enriched us with their contributions and

         14  are worthy of the esteem of all New Yorkers; now,

         15  therefore

         16                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         17  City of New York most gratefully honors SULLIVAN

         18  PAPAIN BLOCK McGRATH & CANNAVO P.C. For its sterling

         19  contribution to the City of New York.

         20                 Gifford Miller, Speaker on behalf of

         21  the entire Council; Tony Avella, Council Member,

         22  19th Councilmanic District; David Weprin, Council

         23  Member, 23rd Councilmanic District; Peter Vallone,

         24  Council Member, 22nd Councilmanic District; Yvette

         25  D. Clarke, Council Member, 40th Councilmanic
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          2  District.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: We are so grateful

          4  for your being able to join us here today, and for

          5  us having the opportunity to honor all of you for

          6  your extraordinary service to our heroes, to our

          7  fallen and to this City, and we'd be very grateful

          8  if you'd say a few words.

          9                 MR. BLOCK: Thank you, Speaker Miller,

         10  Councilman Avella. My name is Michael Block, I'm one

         11  of the partners in the firm.

         12                 We've been privileged for more than

         13  two decades to be general counsel for the

         14  firefighters union, and learned many years before

         15  9/11 of their bravery and their dedication to the

         16  people of this City. So, when the tragic events took

         17  place on 9/11 and the Victims Compensation Fund was

         18  created, we felt that it was appropriate that we

         19  step up and do the right thing for them as they have

         20  done for our citizens for all these years.

         21                 I certainly accept this, not only on

         22  my behalf, but on behalf of my partners, associates,

         23  paralegals, secretaries, the entire staff work day

         24  and night for many, many months, and clearly, I

         25  think in my 35 or almost 40 years of practice, it's
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          2  probably the proudest moment I've ever had, and I

          3  accept it on behalf of all the members of our firm

          4  and all the employees and I thank the Council for

          5  its thoughtfulness. I appreciate it.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

          7                 Thank you all very much. Thank you.

          8  Thank you very much. Thank you.

          9                 Councilwoman Lopez. Councilwoman

         10  Lopez has some special guests as well who we're very

         11  pleased to have with us.

         12                 Council Member Lopez, if you'd like

         13  to introduce them?

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes, thank you,

         15  Mr. Speaker.

         16                 We are at this moment ready to

         17  celebrate the declaration of the month of October as

         18  the month of Hispanic Awareness Month for HIV/AIDS

         19  at the City of New York. We have seen the increase

         20  of HIV infection for women of color, Latino women

         21  and African-American women. We have seen for the

         22  Latino community an increase on HIV not only for

         23  Latino women, but for gay male Latinos, when we see

         24  the numbers decreasing in record numbers in other

         25  communities.
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          2                 The same apply for the

          3  African-American community.

          4                 It's for that reason that together

          5  with the Hispanic Federation and other organizations

          6  that serve HIV positive community, that we have

          7  decided to move forward in a campaign to call

          8  awareness to HIV infection diseases and AIDS during

          9  the month of October.

         10                 This declaration by the Council is

         11  intended to begin raising this item on the eyes of

         12  people and to make sure that we decrease these

         13  numbers.

         14                 I must say that under the leadership

         15  of the Speaker of the City of New York, Gifford

         16  Miller, and this Council, this Council has taken

         17  very serious this matter, and we have put in the

         18  budget dollars never before being included, from $5

         19  million in each of this have grown from $8 million

         20  initiative together with the Black Latino and Asian

         21  Caucus, and the leadership of some particular

         22  Council members like Al Vann.

         23                 Today it is important to point out

         24  that we are trying to raise the awareness because we

         25  cannot allow one more person to be infected. And the
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          2  Latino community is high out there and this needs to

          3  stop.

          4                 Without no more, Mr. Speaker, I

          5  present to you the Hispanic Federation and all of

          6  their associates in this proclamation being given

          7  today to them.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Council

          9  Member Lopez.

         10                 If the clerk could read the

         11  proclamation.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         13  of New York, Proclamation.

         14                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         15  New York is pleased and proud to honor all the

         16  organizations and individuals who have promoted

         17  HIV/AIDS awareness within the Latino community; and

         18                 Whereas: Over one half of New York

         19  City Latino residents report have a close personal

         20  friend or family member infected with HIV. There is

         21  hardly a Latino family that has not been touched by

         22  the death of a loved one with AIDS. There are

         23  communities such as the South Bronx, East Harlem,

         24  Western Queens, the Lower East Side,

         25  Williamsburg/Bushwick, Sunset Park and Washington
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          2  Heights that have been disproportionately affected

          3  by the tragedy brought on by AIDS; and

          4                 Whereas: New York City has 7% of the

          5  United States Latino population but accounts for

          6  over 25% of Latino AIDS cases reported nationally to

          7  date, making it the epicenter for AIDS among

          8  Latinos. Our City has more Latinos currently living

          9  with AIDS than Los Angeles, San Juan and Miami

         10  combined. New York also accounts for over 35% of all

         11  AIDS cases among Latino women in the United States;

         12  and

         13                 Whereas: AIDS among Latinos in New

         14  York City has primarily been a result of intravenous

         15  drug use and men who have sex with men.

         16  Increasingly, Latinas are becoming an

         17  ever-increasing portion of those living with AIDS

         18  and new HIV infections. There are community based

         19  organizations whose primary missions are to prevent

         20  the spread of HIV infection among Latinos and to

         21  provide services, housing and drug treatment for

         22  those living with the virus; and

         23                 Whereas: National Latino AIDS

         24  Awareness Day is intended to promote HIV prevention

         25  efforts in the Latino community that are culturally
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          2  and linguistically appropriate and effective, and to

          3  support efforts to overcome the stigma and

          4  discrimination that so often accompanies the

          5  disease. To achieve these important goals, there

          6  will be activities in each borough of our City that

          7  reflect the depth of commitment by elected

          8  officials, health care providers, community-based

          9  organizations, religious leaders, artists and other

         10  Latino community leaders; and

         11                 Whereas: The New York City Council

         12  National renews its long-standing commitment in word

         13  and deed to prevent the spread of HIV infection in

         14  all communities of color and to dedicate and fulfill

         15  extraordinary resources to meet the needs of those

         16  individuals, often without means, living with the

         17  virus, now, therefore

         18                 Be It Known: That the Black, Latino

         19  and Asian Caucus of the Council of the City of New

         20  York, including Council Members: Maria Baez, Charles

         21  Barron, Tracy Boyland, Yvette Clarke, Leroy Comrie,

         22  Letitia James, Erik Martin-Dilan, Annabel Palma,

         23  Helen Foster (Co-Chair), Robert Jackson, John Liu,

         24  Margarita Lopez, Miguel Martinez, Hiram Monserrate

         25  (Co-Chair), Bill Perkins, Phillip Reed, Diana Reyna,
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          2  Joel Rivera, Sara Gonzalez, James Sanders, Jr.,

          3  Larry Seabrook, Jose Serrano, Kendall Stewart and

          4  Albert Vann, most gratefully honors NATIONAL LATINO

          5  AIDS AWARENESS DAY in the City of New York.

          6                 Signed this 13th day of October in

          7  the year Two Thousand and Four, A. Gifford Miller,

          8  Speaker for the Entire Council; Margarita Lopez,

          9  Council Member, 2nd District, Manhattan.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. Thank you,

         11  Victor. And we are all very grateful for your

         12  leadership in this battle and for being here with us

         13  today, and we'd be appreciative if you'd say a few

         14  words.

         15                 PARTICIPANT: On behalf of Hispanic

         16  Federation and Latino Commission on AIDS, we want to

         17  thank you for commemorating this day, for

         18  acknowledging the need for us to raise more

         19  awareness in our communities, and we want to

         20  especially thank you for your commitment and your

         21  absolute support, especially with the communities of

         22  color funding that you have proposed this year, and

         23  that you have fought for very hard throughout the

         24  last few years. We thank you for that support. We

         25  want to acknowledge that support and know that we
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          2  are with you and we thank you and we will make sure

          3  that we raise more awareness and try to combat this

          4  disease as much as possible in the City of New York.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: At this moment

          6  I want to announce that Council Member Comrie,

          7  Council Member Annabel Palma and myself are going to

          8  be sponsoring, and Robert Jackson and Helen Foster

          9  have agreed to sponsor an HIV testing day for

         10  Council members, and Charles Barron, I'm sorry.

         11  These are folks who have been saying yes to the

         12  idea. And we're going to be testing for HIV positive

         13  in this Chamber in order to show to the people that

         14  if you don't test, you don't know. If you don't

         15  know, you are not protecting yourself and your

         16  family.

         17                 If Council members are willing to do

         18  this, all of us should be willing to do this.

         19                 Thank you very much.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Well, we need group

         21  activities here in the Council.

         22                 Okay, who is next?

         23                 My colleagues, this year is the 20th

         24  Anniversary of a phenomenal New York Institution, an

         25  institution that is at the heart of what New York is
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          2  all about, because ultimately this is a City of

          3  hopes and dreams, and we are only as great a City as

          4  we are successful in making those hopes and dreams

          5  come true. And there is an organization that we're

          6  going to honor just now the Queens College Worker

          7  Education Center, which has helped make countless of

          8  those hopes and dreams come true for families here

          9  in New York, giving an opportunity for New Yorkers

         10  to build a better life for themselves and for their

         11  children.

         12                 The opportunity to honor the Queens

         13  College Worker Education Center on its 20th

         14  anniversary was a great one. We're thrilled that

         15  Greg Menzios and all of the rest of his colleagues

         16  from the center are here and we would be very

         17  appreciative if the clerk would read the

         18  proclamation.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         20  of New York, Proclamation.

         21                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         22  New York is proud and pleased to join the Queens

         23  College Worker Education Center for 20 years of

         24  distinguished service to higher education; and

         25                 Whereas: Today we are immensely proud
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          2  to recognize the Queens College Worker Education

          3  Center for outstanding service to the educational

          4  community; and

          5                 Whereas: This important center was

          6  established in cooperation with New York City labor

          7  unions to expand educational opportunities for

          8  working adults. Faculty and staff recognize and

          9  appreciate the rich background and wealth of

         10  experience that working adults bring to the college

         11  classroom, and are committed to providing them with

         12  opportunities to improve their skills, upgrade their

         13  professional and career qualifications, and develop

         14  a keener understanding of the world; and

         15                 Whereas: The Center offers students a

         16  supportive, welcoming environment for a rich and

         17  rewarding learning experience. Faculty participating

         18  in the program are not only experts in their fields:

         19  they are exciting and dedicated teachers who

         20  stimulate student thinking, challenge their

         21  assumptions, and support them in their intellectual

         22  pursuits; and

         23                 Whereas: The Queens College Worker

         24  Education Center also provides students with the

         25  skills that enable them to become better-informed
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          2  and more effective worker-citizens. It helps

          3  students think critically, analytically and

          4  creatively about personal and community-based

          5  issues, and in doing so, it empowers them to gain

          6  greater control over their lives; and

          7                 Whereas: The Center's Urban

          8  Leadership courses prepare students for career

          9  advancement in public service and government; its

         10  Labor Studies major prepares students for careers

         11  with labor unions as well as with non-profit

         12  organizations that advocate for issues such as

         13  immigrant rights and employment standards; and its

         14  LEAP to Teacher program prepares individuals with

         15  the pedagogical skills to become certified teachers;

         16  and

         17                 Whereas: The Queens College Worker

         18  Education Center has truly made a difference in

         19  countless lives and it is worthy of the esteem of

         20  all New Yorkers; now, therefore

         21                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         22  City of New York gratefully honors THE QUEENS

         23  COLLEGE WORKER EDUCATION CENTER for outstanding

         24  service to the City of New York.

         25                 Signed this 13th day of October in
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          2  the year Two Thousand and Four, A. Gifford Miller,

          3  Speaker for the Entire Council.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. Greg, we

          5  would be very appreciative if you would say a few

          6  words on behalf of all of your colleagues here.

          7                 GREG: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

          8                 I'd like to thank all of the members

          9  of the City Council, and especially Speaker Miller,

         10  for this great honor.

         11                 Speaker Miller is an old friend of

         12  the program. We consider him part of the extended

         13  family of worker education.

         14                 I'd also like to thank and

         15  acknowledge the students who really make this

         16  program work. We have over 600 students, they work

         17  during the day in government offices, and factories

         18  and government, in clothing factories, they work in

         19  retail shops, they work in hospitals, and they come

         20  to us at night to earn their degree. It's their

         21  dedication and hard work that inspires us all.

         22                 I'd also like to thank our Labor

         23  Advisory Board, which makes this possible. Labor

         24  unions, the 15 labor unions that work with us

         25  contribute collectively over $2 million year in
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          2  tuition support. Without those unions supporting us,

          3  we wouldn't be here.

          4                 And we have a few members of our

          5  Labor Advisory Board here, as well as some students

          6  and the staff, and if we can have Eddie Ott, who is

          7  a member of our Board speaking on behalf of Arthur

          8  Cheliotis, the Chair of our Labor Advisory Board.

          9  Thank you.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Greg. And

         11  certainly, Ed, if you'd say a few words, we'd be

         12  very appreciative.

         13                 MR. OTT: Thank you. I promise to be

         14  brief.

         15                 I want to thank Speaker Miller and

         16  the Council for years of support and commitment to

         17  this program. We're extremely proud of the fact that

         18  many working adults in the City of New York and

         19  their labor organizations have created a partnership

         20  that is between the University, the City government,

         21  particularly members of the City Council, and the

         22  labor unions. Many of the labor unions pay for both

         23  the tuition and the books for this program, and we

         24  see it as a real partnership and we look forward to

         25  working together for another 20 years.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amen. Thank you, Ed.

          3  And thank you, all, for being here and for your work

          4  for this past 20 years and for many, many to come.

          5  Thank you.

          6                 MR. OTT: Thank you.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, we

          8  have another couple of very, very special guests.

          9  We're very pleased to be joined by some of the

         10  finest City workers that we have here today. I just

         11  want to note that I wore my Sanitation, lucky

         12  Sanitation jacket last night to the game, and I will

         13  be wearing it again tonight. I wore it to game seven

         14  last year, so, you know, I feel lucky when I'm any

         15  time around people, Sanitation workers, who do such

         16  a phenomenal job for our City.

         17                 Commissioner, thank you for being

         18  here with us. It's an honor.

         19                 I would like to ask Council Member

         20  Michael McMahon to introduce our special guests.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you,

         22  Mr. Speaker. And I would like to ask for order in

         23  the Council. Can I ask all my colleagues to please

         24  be seated, and all the spectators to please give us

         25  their undivided attention.
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          2                 Mr. Speaker, as you know, I tell you

          3  quite often that the greatest heroes on the world

          4  come from Staten Island, and once again, these two

          5  fine gentlemen here have proven me correct.

          6                 We are here today to honor two great

          7  men, Steven Ucinoli and William Whalen, who are

          8  veteran members of the New York City Department of

          9  Sanitation. And on April 26th of this year, they

         10  were going about their normal business of work that

         11  they do every day to keep New York City clean, to

         12  pick up trash in the Port Richmond area. We have

         13  learned over the last three years that there are

         14  many heroes in the City of New York, but not in the

         15  traditional sense, not super heroes that fly through

         16  the sky with capes, not sports stars who are

         17  celebrities in their own rights or movie stars who

         18  get the accolades they deserve, but they are not

         19  heroes.

         20                 We have come to learn that there are

         21  men and women amongst us who on a given notice,

         22  ordinary people who go about their lives working

         23  hard and making our City a great place to live, who

         24  on a moment's notice on a call will step up and do

         25  something extraordinary, and that's what these two
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          2  gentlemen did on April 26th, 2004, because as they

          3  went down Innis Street across from Port Richmond

          4  High School, they noticed a fire in a three-family

          5  dwelling, and without regard to their own safety,

          6  they raced into the building, and found two people

          7  inside and got them out before they suffered any

          8  casualty and they ran into the house next door and

          9  cleared that house out as well, and not only did

         10  they save human lives, but I think they saved a dog

         11  and a parrot as well.

         12                 I just want to say that it's

         13  appropriate that we honor them with these

         14  proclamations today, and we honor their families as

         15  well for the love and support that they give them.

         16                 But I want to make two points here.

         17  First is that Commissioner John Doherty is with his

         18  two men today and he's been waiting here for awhile,

         19  not being used to Council time, although he should

         20  know, I think that it shows his appreciation for the

         21  hard work the unsung heroes in our Department of

         22  Sanitation, and we want to thank him for being here.

         23                 And I also want to say that Steve's

         24  wife and his children are not here for the first

         25  time because they were here about a year ago to
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          2  lobby on behalf of the school nurses' bill because

          3  they are children at St. Theresa's school and they

          4  are with us today as we pass that bill.

          5                 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. And thank

          6  you, men, for your great work.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: If the clerk could

          8  read the proclamations.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council of the City of

         10  New York, Proclamation.

         11                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         12  New York is proud and pleased to honor William

         13  Whalen for his meritorious service and distinguished

         14  valor in saving two people from a house fire while

         15  on the job; and

         16                 Whereas: Saving a life is one of the

         17  greatest gifts an individual can give to another,

         18  and it is an accomplishment worthy of the utmost

         19  honor, praise and recognition; and

         20                 Whereas: William Whalen is one such

         21  individual, a lifesaver whose presence of mind and

         22  quick thinking helped save two individuals from

         23  further harm, or worse, after a fire broke out in

         24  their three-family building in Port Richmond on

         25  April 26, 2004; and
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          2                 Whereas: William Whalen, a City

          3  Sanitation worker and his partner Steven Ucinoli

          4  were driving by in their garbage truck when they saw

          5  the fire at 36 Innis Street. They immediately

          6  stopped the truck, ran inside, kicked the door and

          7  told the residents to evacuate the premises; and

          8                 Whereas: Today we are immensely proud

          9  to honor Mr. Whalen, a courageous individual whose

         10  efforts undoubtedly saved the lives of Tracee Guerin

         11  and her 18-year-old daughter; without his timely

         12  intervention the consequences for this mother and

         13  daughter could have been disastrous; and

         14                 Whereas: From plowing the streets of

         15  New York City during snow storms to cleaning up

         16  quickly after parades, New York City Department of

         17  Sanitation workers have always worked diligently for

         18  all the citizens of our great City and, as this

         19  rescue shows, are well and rightfully known as New

         20  York's Strongest; now, therefore

         21                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         22  City of New York honors WILLIAM WHALEN for his

         23  courage, compassion, and determination in saving the

         24  lives of two of our City's residents.

         25                 Signed this 13th day of October in

                                                            25

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  the year Two Thousand and Four, A. Gifford Miller,

          3  Speaker for the Entire Council; Michael McMahon,

          4  Council Member, 49th District, Staten Island; James

          5  S. Oddo, Council Member, 50th District, Staten

          6  Island; Andrew Lanza, Council Member, 51st District,

          7  Staten Island.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council of the City of

          9  New York, Proclamation.

         10                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         11  New York is proud and pleased to honor Steven

         12  Ucinoli for his meritorious service and

         13  distinguished valor in saving two people from a

         14  house fire while on the job; and

         15                 Whereas: Saving a life is one of the

         16  greatest gifts an individual can give to another,

         17  and it is an accomplishment worthy of the utmost

         18  honor, praise and recognition; and

         19                 Whereas: Steven Ucinoli is one such

         20  individual, a lifesaver whose presence of mind and

         21  quick thinking helped save two individuals from

         22  further harm, or worse, after a fire broke out in

         23  their three-family building in Port Richmond on

         24  April 26, 2004; and

         25                 Whereas: Steven Ucinoli, a City
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          2  Sanitation worker and his partner William Whalen

          3  were driving by in their garbage truck when they saw

          4  the fire at 36 Innis Street. They immediately

          5  stopped the truck, ran inside, kicked the door and

          6  told the residents to evacuate the premises; and

          7                 Whereas: Today we are immensely proud

          8  to honor Mr. Ucinoli, a courageous individual whose

          9  efforts undoubtedly saved the lives of Tracee Guerin

         10  and her 18-year-old daughter; without his timely

         11  intervention the consequences for this mother and

         12  daughter could have been disastrous; and

         13                 Whereas: From plowing the streets of

         14  New York City during snow storms to cleaning up

         15  quickly after parades, New York City Department of

         16  Sanitation workers have always worked diligently for

         17  all the citizens of our great City and, as this

         18  rescue shows, are well and rightfully known as New

         19  York's Strongest; now, therefore

         20                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         21  City of New York honors STEVEN UCINOLI for his

         22  courage, compassion, and determination in saving the

         23  lives of two of our City's residents.

         24                 Signed this 13th day of October in

         25  the year Two Thousand and Four, A. Gifford Miller,
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          2  Speaker for the Entire Council; Michael McMahon,

          3  Council Member, 49th District, Staten Island; James

          4  S. Oddo, Council Member, 50th District, Staten

          5  Island; Andrew Lanza, Council Member, 51st District,

          6  Staten Island.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Gentlemen, we are

          8  extraordinarily proud of you. We would like to hear

          9  from you in a moment, but before that we would like

         10  to give the Commissioner of the Sanitation

         11  Department an opportunity to say a few words, as

         12  well.

         13                 Commissioner, thank you so much for

         14  being with us.

         15                 COMMISSIONER DOHERTY: Thank you, Mr.

         16  Speaker.

         17                 I want to thank the Speaker and

         18  Councilman McMahon and the City Council for honoring

         19  these gentlemen today. We are very proud of them in

         20  Sanitation. I mean, they go out every day and they

         21  do a great job, but they never realize that they're

         22  going to be called upon to do something special and

         23  that day when the bell rang and they had to go, they

         24  responded immediately and they did an outstanding

         25  job. And what makes me proud is their Staten Island
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          2  guys and we all work together, and we love it. Thank

          3  you.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: I know, we wish you

          5  lived on the Upper East Side, Commissioner.

          6                 Gentlemen, we would be very grateful

          7  if you would say a few words.

          8                 Steve.

          9                 MR. UCINOLI: This is a very nice

         10  moment, and it's just nice for the rank and file of

         11  the Sanitation Department to know that, you know,

         12  we're just not there to, you know, clean streets and

         13  plough all the snow, that we can do other things

         14  too.

         15                 MR. WHALEN: You do what you've got to

         16  do sometimes. You're there at the right time at the

         17  right moment.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         19                 But to be fair, there's a lot of

         20  people who get tested in moments like that, and it's

         21  a tremendous opportunity to meet two individuals who

         22  met that test and met that challenge.

         23                 Congratulations to your families, as

         24  well. Thank you all for being with us, and thank you

         25  all so much for being of service to our City.
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          2                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Good

          3  afternoon, ladies and gentlemen. We are now going to

          4  proceed with the Stated Meeting of October 13, 2004.

          5  Roll call.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Present.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Present.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

         12                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: A quorum is

         13  present.

         14                 At this point in time, can we all

         15  please rise while the invocation is delivered by

         16  Phap Su Thien Chi.

         17                 PHAP SU THIEN CHI: Ladies and

         18  gentlemen, our cultivated condition depend on the

         19  loving and helping hands of the people. Therefore,

         20  to respond to that kindness, we always serve and

         21  pray for everyone when and where they are needed.

         22                 Wherever we live, and any time we

         23  cultivate, we always pray for the world's peace,

         24  country's prosperity, people happiness and the

         25  government strength.
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          2                 Especially this time we pray for our

          3  New Yorkers, the Speaker and the City Council have a

          4  safe, healthy and flourishing years to come.

          5                 Budda bless you, and God bless

          6  America. Thank you.

          7                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

          8  very much.

          9                 At this point in time, I will call

         10  upon Council Member Gerson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Mr. Chair, I

         12  move to spread the invocation in full upon the

         13  record.

         14                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

         15                 Adoption of the Minutes.

         16                 Council Member Clarke.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you, Mr.

         18  Majority Leader.

         19                 Motion that the minutes of the Stated

         20  Meeting of August 12th and September 9th, 2004 be

         21  adopted as printed.

         22                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

         23                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         25                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Communication
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          2  from City, County and Borough Offices.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 237.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: I'm guessing

          5  Transportation.

          6                 Rules, Privileges and Elections.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 238. On page

          8  one through M 321 on page 12.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: All of those are

         10  referred to the Committee on Transportation.

         11                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Petitions and

         12  Communications.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         14                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Land Use

         15  Call-Ups.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 322.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         18  Call-Up vote.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 323.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         21  Call-Up vote.

         22                 At this point I ask the clerk to call

         23  the roll on all items coupled on the Land Use

         24  Call-Up vote.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         10                 (No respond.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: I'd like to

          9  be marked present. I vote aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I vote yes on

         14  Land Use Call-Ups.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  I vote aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         13                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Communication

         14  from the Speaker?

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, first

         16  of all, I want to thank Council Member Gerson for

         17  arranging that first of its kind, the Buddhist --

         18  okay, you did say, Mr. Speaker.

         19                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Yes, I did,

         20  and I apologize.

         21                 First, today's Land Use Call-Ups were

         22  adopted by a vote of 48 in the affirmative, zero in

         23  the negative.

         24                 And now Mr. Speaker.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Okay?
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          2                 Do you want to say Communication from

          3  the Speaker, as well?

          4                 You did, great.

          5                 First, I want to thank Council Member

          6  Gerson for arranging for that first of its kind, the

          7  first time we've had a Buddhist invocation here in

          8  the City Council, and I want to thank Phap Su Thein

          9  Chi for that Invocation.

         10                 Secondly, we have a number of pieces

         11  of legislation that we're passing today that are of

         12  critical importance to the entire City.

         13                 I want to particularly call to the

         14  attention of my colleagues, the Nurses' Bill that we

         15  are passing today.

         16                 My colleagues, there's a simple

         17  principle behind this bill, and that is that every

         18  child needs a nurse. Whether or not as a parent you

         19  choose to send your kid to public or private school,

         20  you have a right to know that the government is

         21  doing what it can to protect the health of your

         22  child.

         23                 Because every child's life is equally

         24  important. This bill would set to rest finally the

         25  debates that have gone on in this Chambers for too
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          2  long, in which the Council has repeatedly tried to

          3  put money in the budget to protect children across

          4  the City, and the Administration has engaged in a

          5  two and a half year long assault on the School

          6  Nurses' Program. They've taken nurses out of private

          7  schools, they've taken nurses out of public schools.

          8  Well, enough is enough.

          9                 Today this Council will pass

         10  legislation that will simply say every child needs a

         11  nurse. Every child is equally important. And I want

         12  to make the important point that this is not just a

         13  bill for private schools. This is for public schools

         14  as well. Whether the Mayor has tried to remove

         15  nurses, this covers every child, and it meets a

         16  mandate that the State had already placed on us,

         17  which is to ensure the health and safety and have a

         18  nursing program for every child.

         19                 This is the right thing to do, and we

         20  want to put it in simple terms. This is not about

         21  whether or not we want to meet FY '02 funding

         22  levels, because FY '02 funding levels doesn't mean

         23  anything to a parent whose child is having a peanut

         24  allergy in a school that doesn't have a nurse.

         25                 FY '02 funding levels doesn't mean
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          2  anything to a parent whose child has fallen in the

          3  playground, or is having an asthma attack, and the

          4  school doesn't have a nurse. Because they weren't

          5  part of the FY '02 funding levels. It's simple. You

          6  either want nurses for our children, or not. We do.

          7                 And, so, we passed this legislation

          8  today.

          9                 There are a couple of other matters

         10  that I want to bring your attention to. Land Use

         11  matters.

         12                 First, I want to congratulate Sara

         13  Gonzalez for her work in bringing Ikea to her

         14  district.

         15                 This is a big step forward for the

         16  City, in terms of creating jobs and economic

         17  development in communities in terms of creating

         18  tremendous opportunity for all of us who want to

         19  shop for furniture here in New York City and not

         20  have to go to Jersey or Long Island to do it.

         21                 And it's the right thing to do and I

         22  want to thank her for her leadership and Chairwoman

         23  Katz and Chairman Avella and everybody on the Land

         24  Use Committee for their -- and my staff, for a

         25  tremendous amount of work in bringing this forward.
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          2                 Finally, I do want to note that we

          3  are voting today to file three Land Use items

          4  pursuant to a withdrawal request from the developer

          5  of the proposed project at 38 Water Street.

          6                 Jed and David Wolentis have made a

          7  tremendous contribution to the City in the efforts

          8  that they have succeeded in redeveloping the Dumbo

          9  area, which is an extraordinary community that is

         10  growing in a critical part of a growing revitalized

         11  Brooklyn generally in the City of New York.

         12                 Through their efforts, under-utilized

         13  buildings have been returned to productive uses and

         14  have spurred new retail development, reinforced the

         15  new residential community and added vitality to an

         16  area that had long languished. And these

         17  developments have returned properties to our tax

         18  rolls which is important to the economic health of

         19  the City at large.

         20                 However, unfortunately, the building

         21  that was proposed for 38 Water Street was too close

         22  to the Brooklyn Bridge and had the potential to

         23  detract to this important City Landmark. It simply

         24  wasn't the right building in the right place.

         25                 The developer suggested a number of

                                                            45

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  ways to reduce these impacts, but we believe that

          3  more fundamental changes must be considered.

          4                 And, so, the developer has agreed to

          5  withdraw this project in order to more fully review

          6  all of the options that may be available. I think

          7  that's a good resolution. The right thing to do,

          8  because this building wasn't right for this site.

          9                 And I want to thank all of the

         10  members of the community who came forward, and who

         11  worked very hard in making sure that we fully

         12  understood the impact and congratulate my colleagues

         13  on the Land Use Committee, and all of the Council

         14  members and everybody for making sure that we did

         15  the right thing here, and thank the developer for

         16  withdrawing this request, and say that we look

         17  forward to an even stronger Dumbo community, an even

         18  stronger Brooklyn and a stronger New York.

         19                 And with that, I also just want to

         20  note, while I have your attention, that this

         21  Saturday, Councilman Eric Gioia will take an

         22  enormous step and get married to a very fine person,

         23  Lisa Esler, Lisa Hernandez Esler, I'm sorry, Eric.

         24  And all of us on the Council wish him tremendous

         25  congratulations. You're a very lucky guy and she's a
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          2  lucky girl. Congratulations to you both.

          3                 I hope I didn't jinx it, Eric.

          4                 Okay, with that I surrender my time.

          5                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

          6  very much.

          7                 At this point in time we'll enter

          8  Discussion of General Orders.

          9                 First we have Council Member Katz.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Thank you, Mr.

         11  Chair, Mr. Majority Leader.

         12                 Today we are voting on an application

         13  by Ikea to develop a store in Red Hook, Brooklyn.

         14                 This is the first time that Ikea is

         15  coming into the City of New York.

         16                 Now, as all my colleagues know, with

         17  every single Land Use application, there is always a

         18  balancing between the concerns of the community and

         19  the appropriate development to enhance our economy

         20  in the City of New York.

         21                 In this case, I believe we've reached

         22  an appropriate balance. Ikea will open a 340,000

         23  square foot store in Red Hook, Brooklyn. We no

         24  longer have to go to New Jersey or Long Island to

         25  get the services that they provide, and we like the
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          2  idea that the money is staying in the City.

          3                 They will also provide on-site

          4  improvements for infrastructure in that community.

          5  One of the important aspects of this legislation or

          6  this application is also that they will actively

          7  partnership with the New York City Department of

          8  Small Business Services and New York Housing

          9  Authority, to develop a pre-employment training

         10  program.

         11                 This is training for the community so

         12  that when the application process begins, people are

         13  ready to be able to apply to Ikea for meaningful

         14  employment. There will also be free weekend service

         15  from Manhattan to the Ikea store.

         16                 Madam Public Advocate, or Mr.

         17  Majority Leader, may I have some order, please?

         18                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Can we have

         19  some order please. Quiet down in the Stated Council.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Thank you.

         21                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I also want to

         23  also add my voice with Speaker Miller, who showed

         24  such great guidance and leadership on this issue, to

         25  congratulate Council Member Sara Gonzalez, who
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          2  showed great bravery in the very, very beginning of

          3  this, and great advocation for her community in

          4  making sure that this piece of legislation got

          5  through the Council and also delivered great things

          6  for her community.

          7                 I also want to thank Subcommittee

          8  Chair Tony Avella, and the entire Land Use staff. A

          9  lot of time and effort was spent in making sure that

         10  the right thing was done for this City, and I do

         11  believe we reached a great balance.

         12                 Thank you very much. I urge my

         13  colleagues to vote yes.

         14                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         15  very much.

         16                 Next we have Council Member Sara

         17  Gonzalez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Thank you.

         19                 I'd like to first of all thank

         20  Councilwoman Melinda Katz for all your incredible

         21  involvement throughout this process. I thank you so

         22  much, the Land Use Committee. Gail Benjamin. I would

         23  like to thank the Speaker of the New York City

         24  Council, as well. Many, many people worked really

         25  hard and it took approximately two years. I didn't
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          2  wake up one morning and decide Ikea is the best

          3  thing for my district. It took incredible work and

          4  many, many groups that I met with pro and con.

          5                 But at the end I have believed that I

          6  have made the best decision for that district.

          7                 This project will create jobs, job

          8  creation, in a district where the percentage of

          9  unemployment is over 17 percent. This is a very

         10  wonderful thing. Six-hundred plus.

         11                 At the urging of my person and

         12  others, 50 management positions. Recreation.

         13  Recreation in an area that has not been accessible

         14  to people, and that was originally planned for 3.5

         15  acres, today six acres. Almost double.

         16                 We worked very hard and very

         17  diligently and this is something that is going to

         18  give an economic, incredible economic impact to our

         19  district.

         20                 And, so, I am very proud to have been

         21  part of this process. And I want to thank my

         22  colleagues, because it is something that was not so

         23  easily made. Although there was a lot of awareness

         24  in the Council of Ikea, it took many, many, many

         25  meetings and many letters and a lot of options were
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          2  looked at. But at the end, Ikea, they proved

          3  themselves.

          4                 So, this is an incredibly important

          5  development for the economic future, and I'm proud

          6  to be part of it.

          7                 So, I look forward to my colleagues,

          8  and I urge you to please vote yes on this.

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you.

         11                 Council Member Quinn.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Thank you very

         13  much.

         14                 I just wanted to add to the comments

         15  that have been made about the nurses' bill that we

         16  are passing today. This bill is a very important

         17  piece of legislation which will set really a

         18  standard for health care in our public school.

         19                 I thought prior to the Mayor cutting

         20  out the money for nurses, there is actually a law on

         21  the books that required there be a nurse in our

         22  schools. There is no such law, but after today,

         23  there will be.

         24                 This law that we pass will make sure

         25  that kids, when they go to school, whether it be a
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          2  public school or a private school, parochial Yeshiva

          3  school, that they can go to school knowing there is

          4  a nurse, not having the fear that if they get sick,

          5  if they have an allergic reaction, that they will

          6  not get the help they need.

          7                 The Mayor did put some of the money

          8  back into the budget for non-public schools, and

          9  that is a good thing. But it doesn't go far enough.

         10  We need to make sure our public schools are covered,

         11  and also remember, the Health Commissioner who

         12  administers this program has said on the record,

         13  that even if he had the money, he wouldn't spend it

         14  and wouldn't hire the nurses.

         15                 We cannot leave our children's care

         16  in hands which have clearly shown they are not

         17  committed to this type of service. We need to make

         18  sure there is a legal requirement so the Health

         19  Department will spend its money and get these nurses

         20  in the schools.

         21                 I want to thank Council Member

         22  McMahon, the Speaker, so many of the other Council

         23  members who have worked so hard on this bill. It's

         24  important legislation. I think that's why it's been

         25  endorsed by District Council 37, as a whole by Local
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          2  436 of District Council 37, by the UFT and by the

          3  Archdiocese, by Aguduth Israel and many, many other

          4  leading educational institutions in our City.

          5                 I hope everyone will send a message

          6  that our kids' health counts and vote for this bill.

          7                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

          8  very much.

          9                 Council Member Barron.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

         11  Chair.

         12                 I just wanted to commend Councilwoman

         13  Sara Gonzalez, Chair Katz, Chair Avella and the

         14  whole Land Use staff on this work around the Ikea

         15  project.

         16                 However, I must on principle, and I

         17  want to commend the people of Red Hook, I hope you

         18  get the jobs they're promising, but on principle I

         19  think that we need to look at development in our

         20  City in a different manner, too many developers and

         21  store chain owners are getting away with making mega

         22  profits off of our City and given minimum wage and

         23  part-time jobs which are sorely needed.

         24                 I think we need to redefine the

         25  relationship, we need living wage jobs, we need
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          2  shared profit, a percentage of the profits to go to

          3  a Local Development Corporation in the community. We

          4  need shared ownership. Why don't Ikea give some of

          5  the shares of this ownership. He is worth $18.5

          6  billion, the workers are non-union workers, they're

          7  unionized in Sweden where he is from, and I think we

          8  should have a competitive process for what goes on

          9  in our neighborhood.

         10                 So, with Ikea and Ratner, even though

         11  they're different, one private, one public, public

         12  property, when we look at the mall in East New York

         13  in my district, and the movie theater in my

         14  district, once again, minimum wage jobs, we got some

         15  jobs but when it comes to profit and shared

         16  ownership and the competitive process, and living

         17  wages, they're not there. We should put developers

         18  on notice that this Council is going to provide

         19  leadership in our communities that will say to all

         20  developers and store chain owners, you can't just

         21  come in and give us jobs and not look at the living

         22  wages we need and the full development of our

         23  community.

         24                 So, with that, I know this is going

         25  to pass. I just wanted to symbolically vote no. Put
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          2  the developers on notice. And I know it's passing

          3  today. Congratulations to my colleagues and to the

          4  community of Red Hook. But be vigilant with a

          5  legally binding agreement, and be vigilant to make

          6  sure --

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  member.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: -- Everything

         10  happens that they say is going to happen.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         12  Council member.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you very

         14  much.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member Yassky.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you. I

         18  just want to thank my colleagues and in particular

         19  Chair Avella, Chair Katz and, of course, Speaker

         20  Miller, for their work on Land Use item that is

         21  before us today only as a filed matter, but was

         22  scheduled to be voted on at this meeting, and that

         23  is for building or for rezoning proposal that would

         24  have permitted a building to rise in the Dumbo

         25  neighborhood immediately next to the Brooklyn Bridge
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          2  above the height of the bridge roadway. And this

          3  proposal I believe would have endangered the

          4  symbolic integrity and the aesthetic integrity of

          5  the Brooklyn Bridge, and for that reason I am very

          6  delighted that Speaker Miller and Chair Katz and

          7  Chair Avella work to ensure that that would not

          8  happen.

          9                 I know that there are many, many Land

         10  Use items that come through here and it's difficult

         11  to give them all full attention, and I think that

         12  they do, and in this one in particular they gave it

         13  the attention that was required to see that it was a

         14  bad idea. And so I just want to commend them for

         15  that.

         16                 Thank you.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  Member DeBlasio.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

         20  Madam Public Advocate.

         21                 I want to first thank the Speaker and

         22  Chair Katz, Chair Avella, and especially my

         23  colleague Sara Gonzalez for the excellent work on

         24  the process that led to this vote today in the Ikea.

         25                 Everyone knows that this was a very
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          2  large and complex undertaking, and it certainly is

          3  something that my neighborhood, my community looked

          4  at very closely, on everything from the economic

          5  impact to the impact on traffic, which would

          6  directly affect the people of my neighborhood.

          7                 I want to say that after having been

          8  down the road with a lot of Land Use items and major

          9  projects that this was a case where the local

         10  elected officials and the local community advocates

         11  worked long and hard to ensure the maximum, positive

         12  benefits for the community. And there are cases

         13  where that doesn't happen. And in those cases people

         14  should take a very hard look and a very critical

         15  look at projects. But in this case, particularly

         16  with the leadership of Sara Gonzalez, we got very,

         17  very significant benefits agreed to by Ikea. The

         18  work that they're doing to mitigate potential

         19  traffic problems, to include things like ferry and

         20  shuttle bus service and other changes to the traffic

         21  patterns of the area is exceptional, the work

         22  they're doing to train and encourage local

         23  employment is exceptional. There is always more to

         24  be done and Sara and I and other local leaders are

         25  going to work very closely to make sure that the
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          2  maximum positive benefit occurs in implementation.

          3                 But I do think this is a very good

          4  development for our part of Brooklyn and I support

          5  it.

          6                 And lastly, I just want to thank

          7  everyone who is involved with a special thank you

          8  and commendation to Council Member David Yassky. I

          9  think the result that has occurred on Water Street

         10  is a very big step forward for Brooklyn and a good

         11  day also for the Land Use process. So, I commend all

         12  who are involved.

         13                 Thank you very much.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         15  Council Member.

         16                 Council Member Gennaro.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

         18  Madam Public Advocate.

         19                 I rise today to I guess do two

         20  things, certainly add my voice of support to the

         21  cause that of those that will be voting for the

         22  school nurse bill, I thank Council Member McMahon

         23  and Chair Quinn. I'm happy to support this very,

         24  very important legislation.

         25                 I also wish to add my voice to those
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          2  thanking Chair Avella and Chair Katz and the Land

          3  Use Division on something that is going to have a

          4  great impact on my district, and I call your

          5  attention to Land Use 218 and Resolution 630, that

          6  will rezone a large section of the community of

          7  Jamaica Hill. If ever there was a community that

          8  needed to downzone, to stem the rising tide of

          9  massive development, certainly this was it.

         10                 We all like to talk about how

         11  important this is, but we have to celebrate in a

         12  very, very special way those people in the community

         13  that actually make it happen. I'm pleased to be

         14  joined today by the proponents of this, who did all

         15  of the hard work without pay, to make this happen.

         16  We have Deborah Aiello of the Jamaica Hill Civic

         17  Association, Catherine Shepp, and Ms. Dundar, who

         18  did a lot of the heavy lifting to make this happen.

         19  They're up in the balcony, I'd like to urge my

         20  colleagues to give them a well-deserved round of

         21  applause.

         22                 And also to thank in a special way

         23  the staff of the Land Use Division, Gail Benjamin

         24  and Chris Collins and all the other good people that

         25  worked with us very closely and made this happen.
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          2                 And of course, to thank Speaker

          3  Miller for your leadership in downzoning areas where

          4  appropriate, and lending support is very, very much

          5  appreciated.

          6                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  Member McMahon.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you,

         10  Madam Public Advocate.

         11                 My colleagues, I want to urge you all

         12  to vote for the School Nurse Bill today, and as we

         13  do so be mindful of two things that we do here this

         14  afternoon.

         15                 In one loud and clear voice we send a

         16  message to every child in the City of New York that

         17  we are concerned and that we will do everything we

         18  can to make sure that they have the best health care

         19  possible.

         20                 At the same time we stand up as a

         21  Legislature and set policy for this City of New

         22  York, something that perhaps we come of age as a

         23  City Council and legislate a policy that is good for

         24  the City of New York, and is good for every child in

         25  the City of New York.
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          2                 Indeed this issue and this bill has

          3  quite a long history, but as we know in the

          4  mid-nineties negotiations went on between the then

          5  Council, with the former administration to make sure

          6  that there would be a nurse in every school.

          7                 And in 2002, during budget hearings,

          8  a new Health Commissioner told us that this program

          9  would be safe.

         10                 September of 2002 all of us received

         11  calls from our schools telling us that the nurses

         12  were being cut, and we set out across two years of

         13  trying to negotiate with the Administration and

         14  those negotiations fell through.

         15                 We had hearings where we were told

         16  that nurses in schools are a special privilege, or

         17  that they are for elite schools. That is ridiculous.

         18                 Children do not get sick when

         19  Commissioner Tom Frieden tells them to, they get

         20  sick every day of the week, and having the nurses

         21  there will provide the safety and the health of

         22  every child.

         23                 I want to thank each and every member

         24  of this Council, this Speaker, Chairwoman Quinn, and

         25  I want to thank you, Madam Public Advocate, because
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          2  from day one you stood there with the parents and

          3  the children, letting them know that you were

          4  concerned about them and the health of every child

          5  is something that we're concerned of, and with this

          6  vote today we send a message that we care about

          7  that, and that we are a legislature that has come of

          8  age.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         10  Council member.

         11                 Council Member Gentile.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Thank you,

         13  Madam Public Advocate.

         14                 I also want to add my voice to Intro.

         15  207-A, the School Nurses' Bill. We are all

         16  taxpayers, and as taxpayers we have a right to

         17  expect that our children can be safe when they go to

         18  school, whether that be a public school, private

         19  school or parochial school, and what this bill will

         20  do will be sure that all children are safe by having

         21  nurses in each of these schools.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         23  please.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: I want to

         25  thank Council Member McMahon and Councilwoman Quinn,
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          2  and all of those who worked so hard to make this a

          3  reality.

          4                 Because of this bill, people like

          5  parents like Peggy Casey, who is a constituent of

          6  mine here from Bayridge, will be sure that her child

          7  is safe, that there is a nurse in the school where

          8  her child goes to school.

          9                 So, I want to thank you, and I want

         10  to urge not only a yes vote, I want to urge the

         11  Mayor to put his pen to the paper and sign this bill

         12  so that we can move forward.

         13                 Just in closing, I want to also

         14  congratulate my colleague Sara Gonzalez on her good

         15  work on Ikea.

         16                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         18                 Council Member Lopez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Thank you,

         20  Madam Chair.

         21                 I just wanted to rise to congratulate

         22  my sister, Sara Gonzalez, for the thorough look that

         23  she took at the idea creating an Ikea store in her

         24  district.

         25                 I think that the leadership that the

                                                            63

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Council member have provided on this issue is clear

          3  and is out there for all of us to imitate and

          4  follow.

          5                 I feel very proud to have her as a

          6  member of this body, because with her action, she

          7  have moved more jobs for New Yorkers that's possible

          8  in this City.

          9                 And that, my sister, is something to

         10  be applauded.

         11                 Congratulations on it.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         13  Member James.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: I want to

         15  applaud the work of the Speaker, Chair Avella and

         16  Katz and Councilman Yassky in withdrawing the

         17  project by Two Trees (phonetic). That project was

         18  out of scale with the community, and I'm glad that

         19  we can continue to preserve the character and

         20  uniqueness of Dumbo.

         21                 Let me also congratulate my good

         22  friend Councilwoman Gonzalez, and also Chairman and

         23  Avella and Chairwoman Katz with regards to Ikea, in

         24  addressing the high rate of unemployment throughout

         25  the City of New York.
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          2                 The fact that this will go somewhat

          3  in addressing the 51 percent unemployment of black

          4  men and black women and Latino men and women

          5  throughout the City of New York. And unlike the

          6  project that I am confronted with in my district,

          7  the developer here went out and met with the

          8  community, met with local elected officials, did not

          9  cloak the project in secrecy and decided to work

         10  with the community to come up with a winning

         11  solution.

         12                 And, so, my vote in support of this

         13  project is for you, Councilwoman Gonzalez.

         14  Congratulations. And I, too, also want to join in

         15  support of Intro. 207-A requiring a nurse in every

         16  school. Thank you.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  Member Weprin.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: I, too, want

         20  to rise and join my colleagues in support of 207-A.

         21                 In 1902 New York City began the first

         22  experimental --

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         24  please. A lot of noise today, please be quiet.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: The first
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          2  experimental school nursing program in 1902 by

          3  placing one nurse in a public school.

          4                 The experiment aimed at keeping kids

          5  in school rather than the policy of excluding them

          6  was a great success.

          7                 Within a month, 12 more nurses were

          8  hired, and within a year the number of students

          9  excluded from school instruction due to sickness was

         10  reduced by nearly 9,000 cases.

         11                 The bottom line is that school nurses

         12  worked, and they continue to work for our schools

         13  preventing communicable diseases and keep children

         14  in school free of sickness so they can learn.

         15                 I am happy to see that so many

         16  members of this Council are in support of Intro.

         17  207-A.

         18                 As Chairman of the Finance Committee,

         19  it is often necessary to make tough decisions

         20  regarding our City's resources.

         21                 And I know the financial decisions

         22  faced by the Bloomberg Administration are not any

         23  easier.

         24                 However, when it comes to the health

         25  and safety of over 1.5 million children from both
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          2  public and private schools, City government cannot

          3  afford to act recklessly.

          4                 The Mayor's plan was simply

          5  unacceptable. From a financial point of view, Intro.

          6  207-A will actually save public money in the long

          7  run by decreasing the medical expenses passed onto

          8  the public when an uninsured child visits the

          9  emergency room.

         10                 A school nurse is essential for each

         11  and every public, private and parochial school with

         12  a student population of over 200 in order to

         13  maintain the health of our children and allow them

         14  to learn.

         15                 I also want to join my colleagues and

         16  congratulate Council Member Sara Gonzalez for her

         17  initiative, her work on bringing this historic

         18  bringing of Ikea to the City of New York for the

         19  very first time.

         20                 Thank you.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         22  nobody else, we will move on to Report of Special

         23  Committees.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of
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          2  Standing Committees.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports on the

          4  Committee on Finance.

          5                 Preconsidered LU 284 and Companion

          6  Reso 628.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          8  General Order Calendar.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         10  LU 285 and companion Reso 629.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         12  General Order Calendar.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         14  Committee on Land Use.

         15                 LU 218 and companion Reso 630.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 224 and

         18  companion Reso 631.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 225 and

         21  companion Reso 632.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 254 and

         24  companion Reso 633.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed,
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          2  pursuant to a letter of withdrawal.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 255 and

          4  companion Reso 634.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed

          6  pursuant to letter of withdrawal.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 256 and

          8  companion Reso 635.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed,

         10  pursuant to a letter of withdrawal.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 257,

         12  companion Reso 636.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         14  General Order Calendar.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 260 and

         16  companion Reso 637.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 264 and

         19  companion Reso 638.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 270 and

         22  companion Reso 639.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed

         24  pursuant to a letter of withdrawal.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 271 and
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          2  companion Reso 640.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          4  General Order Calendar.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 272 and

          6  companion Reso 641.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 273 and

          9  companion Reso 642.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 274 and

         12  companion Reso 643.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 275 and

         15  companion Reso 644.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 276 and

         18  companion Reso 645.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 277 and

         21  companion Reso 646.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 279 and

         24  companion Reso 647.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

          3  Order Calendar.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 127-A.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

          6  please.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 207-A.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         10  General Order Calendar.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 443-A.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 268 and

         14  companion Reso 648.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution

         17  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         19  General Order Calendar.

         20                 At this point, I would ask the Clerk

         21  to call the roll on all items coupled on the General

         22  Order Calendar.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I vote aye on

          7  all, except Land Use items 272 to 276 and their

          8  companion resolutions I vote no.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Permission to

         17  explain my vote?

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you.

         20                 I want to congratulate Council Member

         21  Gonzalez.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         23  please. It's very difficult to hear.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Yes, I would

         25  like to congratulate Council Member Gonzalez,
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          2  Council Member Clarke, Council Member Katz, the

          3  entire Land Use staff for what they've done to

          4  ensure that Ikea has raised the standard in coming

          5  into New York City.

          6                 While it is not the panacea that

          7  everyone would like to see, it has raised the

          8  standard to ensure that when large projects are

          9  coming into the City, they do minority training,

         10  minority involvement and trying to ensure that jobs

         11  come from the community when they bring large

         12  projects into the City.

         13                 I agree that we have a lot of work to

         14  do in dealing with the development and ensuring that

         15  the City will have high rates of minority

         16  unemployment, get more than a fair share of

         17  opportunity, not just for entry level jobs, but for

         18  partnership, for ownership and for long-term

         19  investment in projects, and I hope this Council can

         20  move forward to that.

         21                 I also want to congratulate Council

         22  Member Quinn and Councilman McMahon for what they

         23  did with the School Nurses' Bill.

         24                 I vote aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: May I be

          7  excused to explain my vote?

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you. I

         10  vote yes on all. Just want to say I'm very gratified

         11  to support 207, or 207-A, which will put a nurse in

         12  every willing school.

         13                 This Council -- may I ask for order?

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         15  please. It is very noisy today.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I don't really

         17  care. I just wanted to see what it feels like.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Would you

         19  like to come and sit up here?

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Yes. Yes.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: He knows I'm

         22  kidding.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: This is very

         24  serious.

         25                 The Council recognizes that every
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          2  child must be kept healthy, and we know recognize,

          3  also we should recognize that they should be kept

          4  safe, as well, by placing them all, public school

          5  and private school, under the protection of New York

          6  City.

          7                 So, I'm asking that we pursue this

          8  even further, making sure that security is given to

          9  not only public schools, but private schools in the

         10  entire City.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         13  Council member.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Despite the

         16  difficulty of following Simcha Felder, may I be

         17  briefly excused to explain my vote?

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Okay.

         20                 First, I also want to commend Council

         21  Members McMahon, Quinn and the Speaker on the School

         22  Nurse Bill and point out to everyone here that it's

         23  just not a matter of having a nurse there to respond

         24  to a particular health emergency, but nurses also

         25  provide preventative services that are so important
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          2  to our kids and so lacking in so many schools in our

          3  City.

          4                 As to the Ikea matter, I know from

          5  over a year's worth of dialogue, Councilwoman

          6  Gonzalez', how hard she's worked on this, and I want

          7  to commend her as well, for getting a terrific

          8  result.

          9                 And with all due respect to my

         10  colleague Charles Barron, I don't really understand

         11  his vote and his remarks.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Please be

         13  quiet. It's very, very difficult to hear the

         14  Councilman, and he's definitely worth hearing.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Thank you.

         16                 The notion of a shared commercial

         17  private investment with the community doesn't strike

         18  me as, with common ownership, doesn't strike me as

         19  something that we do in the American economic

         20  system, nor should we.

         21                 And someone who I know has been a

         22  leading voice on unemployment, particularly in the

         23  minority community to this City, when a developer

         24  comes in and leverages and is willing to create jobs

         25  that will impact in the community all kinds of jobs,
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          2  because for every person who is taking that job,

          3  though it's not the highest-paying job in the world,

          4  it's a better job than they had before, that's why

          5  they're taking it. I can't really fathom why we

          6  would vote no.

          7                 And so I am very pleased to vote aye

          8  on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye on all,

         19  with congratulations and gratitude to Council Member

         20  Gonzalez for bringing jobs to our City, and to

         21  Council Members McMahon and Quinn for protecting the

         22  health and safety of all of our children in all

         23  schools.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Madam Public
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          2  Advocate, may I have a moment to explain my vote?

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I'd like to

          5  thank Chair Quinn and all of those who worked so

          6  hard to ensure today, all too often the only thing

          7  that stands between a child and a tragedy is a

          8  school nurse, today this Council takes an historic

          9  step towards ensuring that every child in both

         10  public and parochial schools will be safe, and their

         11  parents will rest assured whether those children

         12  have allergies to bees or peanuts, that those

         13  children will be in safe hands.

         14                 With that, I proudly vote yes on all.

         15                 Thank you.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Madam Public

         22  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: I want to

         25  congratulate again my colleague, Councilman
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          2  Gonzalez. I want to also commend Ikea for their

          3  transparency --

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

          5  please.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: -- For their

          7  openness, for the local involvement with the

          8  community and local elected officials, for their

          9  traffic mitigation and for all they are doing to

         10  address the high rate of unemployment for people of

         11  color in the City of New York.

         12                 As we go forward, I hope that Ikea

         13  would contract with women-owned, minority-owned and

         14  local businesses as we go forward in developing this

         15  project.

         16                 I vote aye on all. Congratulations my

         17  sister, Councilwoman Sara Gonzalez.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I abstain in

          6  Intro. 207-A, aye on the rest.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Madam Public

          9  Advocate, I want to vote aye on all. And I also want

         10  to congratulate my colleague Sara Gonzalez on her

         11  leadership and vision for her district in bringing

         12  more employment opportunities.

         13                 I vote aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Madam Public

         16  Advocate, I move for a brief leave to explain my

         17  vote.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Okay.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: As I said

         20  earlier, the school nurse bill was really a great

         21  day for this legislature, which is true, and also a

         22  great example we set in sort of like a bipartisan

         23  approach to a problem. Certainly in Staten Island

         24  this is a problem that would be addressed and

         25  focused upon by democrats, democrat, I am still the
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          2  one left in Staten Island, the only one, out of

          3  450,000 people, and my two republican colleagues,

          4  Jim Oddo and Andrew Lanza, and we quickly joined

          5  forces to work together on this, and I think it's a

          6  great example for bipartisan legislative action in

          7  this City, and I thank them for their help.

          8                 And I also want to add my voice of

          9  congratulations to Council Member Gonzalez for a

         10  unified opinion that we all want her to be our

         11  Councilwoman.

         12                 So, I vote aye, proudly vote aye on

         13  all. Thank you.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: I also

         16  proudly vote aye on all, and congratulate and

         17  commend the leadership of my distinguished colleague

         18  Sara Gonzalez from Brooklyn, and for her staff,

         19  which I happen to know did a lot of work behind the

         20  scenes too. So, congratulations, Sara.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: If I could

         23  have permission to vote on the Land Use, as well?

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: I vote aye
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          2  on all. Thank you.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Great work,

          5  Sara. Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I want to

         10  vote aye on all and congratulate the Councilwoman

         11  for the extraordinary work that she has done.

         12                 I want to thank her for the calls

         13  that she made to me to help explain her position,

         14  and to convince me --

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         16  please. It's very hard to hear the Councilman.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: And to

         18  convince me to join her on this project, which I

         19  might have had some serious objections to, in the

         20  line that was so well articulated by my brother

         21  Charles Barron.

         22                 So, as you know, we have passed a

         23  living wage bill in this Council, and it is the big

         24  boxes like Ikea that have managed to get out of that

         25  initial bill, and this should remind us of the need
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          2  to go back --

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Excuse me,

          4  Council member.

          5                 Could you all clear the room back

          6  there if you have to talk?

          7                 It's absolutely impossible to hear

          8  the Councilman, and he also is worth hearing.

          9                 So, please, if you have to talk, go

         10  outside. You're very noisy today. Thanks.

         11                 Continue, Council Member.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you.

         13                 I just want to remind us that there

         14  is some work to be done on our living wage bill that

         15  would include the big boxes like Ikea, but

         16  nevertheless, I want to again congratulate my

         17  colleague for the

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye on

         20  all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: With

         23  congratulations to Sara Gonzalez and her office for

         24  their great work and for keeping us all up to date

         25  on a regular basis on this project, and again,
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          2  congratulations to Council Member McMahon, I vote

          3  aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Yes, I just

          6  want to congratulate my colleague Sara Gonzalez and

          7  thank my colleague Michael McMahon for the

          8  outstanding job with the nurse bill, and I vote aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Congratulations,

         11  Sara. Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Job well done,

         14  Gonzalez.

         15                 I vote aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Outstanding,

         18  Sara. Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

         21  And congratulations, Sara. Job well done. You stayed

         22  focused.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: With accolades

          9  to Council Member Gonzalez and congratulations to

         10  McMahon, I vote aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye. Aye on

         15  all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND:

         18  Congratulations, Sara, on a job well done for your

         19  community. And I vote aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes on all, with

         22  kudos to Mike McMahon and Chris Quinn on the Nurses'

         23  Bill.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  I also would
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          2  like to give my congratulations to Sara Gonzalez. I

          3  would also like to give my congratulations to Hiram

          4  Monserrate for being one of the top 25 Latinos in

          5  the City of New York, and to Diana Reyna for being a

          6  rising star, and to Eric Gioia for getting married

          7  this weekend. Congratulations, guys. I vote aye on

          8  all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

         12  today's general order calendar were adopted by a

         13  vote of 50 in the affirmative, zero in the negative

         14  and zero abstentions; with the exception of LU 272

         15  and Reso 641, which is adopted by a vote of 49 in

         16  the affirmative, one in the negative and zero

         17  abstentions, and LU 273, Reso 642, which is adopted

         18  by a vote of 49 affirmative, one in the negative,

         19  zero abstentions.

         20                 Revised Use Call-Ups were adopted by

         21  a vote of 50 in the affirmative, zero in the

         22  negative; and LU 274 and Reso 643 was adopted by a

         23  vote of 49 in the affirmative, one in the negative

         24  and zero abstentions.

         25                 And LU 275 and Reso 644, which was
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          2  adopted by a vote of 49 in the affirmative, one in

          3  the negative and zero abstentions; and LU 276 and

          4  Reso 645, which is adopted by a vote of 49 in the

          5  affirmative, one in the negative, zero abstentions.

          6                 And finally, and Intro. 207-A which

          7  is adopted by a vote of 49 in the affirmative, zero

          8  in the negative and one abstention.

          9                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: All items are

         11  referred to the Committee as indicated on the

         12  schedule.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         14  of Resolutions.

         15                 Council Member Stewart.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: I rise to ask

         17  my colleagues to support Reso 371-A, which will

         18  require that New York City hospitals provide patient

         19  language assistance services for the communication,

         20  clinical and other information.

         21                 This measure is necessary because the

         22  fact that nearly 4 million New Yorkers are foreign

         23  born and a very high percentage of them are not

         24  proficient in English, many medical facilities do

         25  not provide skilled interpreters to translate while
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          2  this person receives medical attention, or to

          3  provide transcription of hospital forms as required

          4  by state law.

          5                 As a result, thousands of immigrants

          6  do not receive the proper medical care they deserve.

          7  Instead, they undergo the humiliating and

          8  life-threatening experience of being unable to

          9  understand their diagnosis, the treatment being

         10  suggested or instructions on how to take their

         11  medication.

         12                 Decisions about their treatment are

         13  often made without their consent, and they are often

         14  made to sign forms they don't understand.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member, you only have one minute on the resolution.

         17  Sorry. Just giving you warning.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Anyhow, I'm

         19  asking your support, and I hope that we can pass

         20  this resolution. Thank you.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         22  Council Member.

         23                 Mr. Speaker, excuse me.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: That's okay. Thank

         25  you.
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          2                 Just first of all, my colleagues, I

          3  ask for your attention for a moment.

          4                 I want to welcome to the Chambers

          5  Shalom Lerner, who is a city councilman from the

          6  City of Veshemish in Israel. Thank you, Councilman,

          7  for being here with us.

          8                 We appreciate your being here.

          9                 I want to just urge my colleagues to

         10  support Resolution 443-A, which is a very simple

         11  resolution that says that this City, when the

         12  federal government offers money for mental health

         13  services, police officers and firefighters should

         14  take it. It's actually that simple. Amazingly, all

         15  of us here have over and over again talked about the

         16  fact that the City of New York gets shortchanged by

         17  Washington and by Albany.

         18                 Over and over again we've talked

         19  about our need to receive our fair share, and when

         20  Senator Hillary Clinton secured four and a half

         21  million dollars to help pay for vital mental health

         22  services for those who have gone through the

         23  particular trauma of September 11th and our

         24  firefighters and our police officers, the Mayor and

         25  the Governor say no thanks.
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          2                 Well, if the Mayor is looking for a

          3  way to pay for the additional school nurses, we

          4  could take the two and a half million dollars that

          5  the City is now paying for those mental health

          6  services, and the $2 million that the State is

          7  paying for those mental health services, and put

          8  that towards the nurses and instead they said, no,

          9  we don't need four and a half million dollars from

         10  the federal government. That is unconscionable. And

         11  unfortunately, I can't think of anything that's at

         12  play here other than politics.

         13                 There is no other plan to spend this

         14  money, although they've said they've got a phantom

         15  plan. They haven't come forward with it. They have

         16  no agreement from FEMA in how to use it. FEMA said

         17  here you go, and we said no. And it's worse than

         18  just two and a half million dollars to the City's

         19  budget and 2 million under the State budget, it

         20  sends an incredibly powerful and negative message to

         21  the leadership of the United States Senate and the

         22  Congress of the United States of America. And we've

         23  been down there over and over again saying we need

         24  our fair share, when they say, well, you know what?

         25  We came up with four and a half million dollars and
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          2  you said you didn't need it, what are we going to

          3  say the next time we tell them we need our fair

          4  share?

          5                 This is wrong. They should reverse

          6  this position. They should absolutely take the

          7  federal government, the federal government's money,

          8  because we deserve it. And we would then have much

          9  needed dollars to go for other things like school

         10  nurses.

         11                 So, I urge your support for that

         12  resolution.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         14  nobody else, could we have a vote on the

         15  resolutions?

         16                 Okay, Reso 140-A, all in favor?

         17                 Opposed?

         18                 Adopted.

         19                 Reso 371-A?

         20                 Opposed?

         21                 Adopted.

         22                 Reso 443-A?

         23                 Opposed?

         24                 Adopted. I'm getting good at this.

         25                 And Reso 568, this is going to be
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          2  adopted and referred to the Committee on Health.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Exactly.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Okay?

          5                 And Reso 587, in favor?

          6                 Opposed?

          7                 Adopted.

          8                 General Discussion.

          9                 Council Member Sanders.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you,

         11  Madam Public Advocate.

         12                 Today I call upon my colleagues to

         13  join me to stop outsourcing New York City jobs.

         14                 I hear that these jobs are going

         15  across the water and we can do something about this

         16  today.

         17                 Section 3 is a federal law which says

         18  that, states to contractors that if they accept

         19  federal money, they must hire people -- to fix the

         20  housing developments, they must hire people in the

         21  public housing developments to do this. Then they

         22  throw in two fateful words, "whenever possible."

         23                 I spoke to NYCHA several years ago

         24  and I said in the ten years that you've been in the

         25  Rockaways, how many people have been hired under
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          2  Section 3?

          3                 They said there were eight

          4  possibilities. There were eight times that people

          5  were hired. I said how do we know that that's no the

          6  same person hired eight different times? They

          7  couldn't answer that.

          8                 If that's the case, my friends, I

          9  have submitted Intro. 481, which does the same for

         10  City money. It says, contractors, if you accept City

         11  money, you must hire local residents to do these

         12  things.

         13                 We take out those two fateful words,

         14  and we can have hundreds, perhaps thousands of

         15  fellow New Yorkers hired.  Instead of saying what

         16  should happen, we have the ability now to do

         17  something about it.

         18                 So, I urge all of my colleagues to

         19  join in to ensure that every New Yorker that wants a

         20  job and is willing, has the opportunity.

         21                 I thank you kindly, and I reserve my

         22  15 seconds for the next time.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: You're going

         24  to reserve them for Council Member Serrano, so that

         25  he can vote.
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          2                 Council member.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Thank you

          4  very much, Madam Chair.

          5                 With unanimous consent of my

          6  colleagues, I'd like to vote aye on all Land Use

          7  Call-Ups, all items on the General Order Calendar,

          8  as well as all resolutions.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Thank you.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Fifty-one in

         12  the affirmative on the General Order Calendar, zero

         13  abstentions; with the exception of 272 Reso 641, 50

         14  in the affirmative -- I'm just going to read

         15  straight down -- 50 in the affirmative on all. I

         16  hope that's permissible, I can't make them go

         17  through it.

         18                 Council Member Comrie.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you,

         20  Madam Public Advocate.

         21                 Today, colleagues, I'd like to turn

         22  your attention to Resolution 621, in which there is

         23  a typo on the resolution.

         24                 The Resolution is calling upon the

         25  FDIC and the Office of Thrift Supervision to
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          2  eliminate proposals which would result in reducing

          3  obligations to large banks, not smaller banks, in

          4  the participation in the federal community

          5  revitalization program.

          6                 This Resolution in effect criticizes

          7  rule changes which would weaken the role of the

          8  Community Reinvestment Act and funding affordable

          9  and community development projects in low and

         10  moderate income communities.

         11                 Since its inception in 1977, the Act

         12  has required banks with assets over $250 million to

         13  invest in the communities in which they serve. One

         14  and a half trillion dollars has been made available

         15  to developers in non-profit groups nationwide to

         16  build affordable housing and medical clinics in

         17  underserved areas, but these changes proposed by the

         18  FDIC and the Office of Thrift Supervision, those

         19  banks with assets over $1 billion would now be under

         20  less scrutiny to invest in their own communities.

         21                 In addition, these new regs would

         22  incredibly consider the assets of these banks

         23  separately, even though they may be part of

         24  multi-billion dollar holding companies.

         25                 If these regulations are approved,
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          2  further weakening of the Community Reinvestment Act

          3  could follow.

          4                 This is why the Consumer Federation

          5  of America has joined the NCCAP, the National

          6  Council of Laraza, the Enterprise Foundation, ACORN

          7  and the Conference of Mayors proposing these

          8  changes.

          9                 You should send comments to support

         10  this to the federal FDIC in Washington by October

         11  20th. Time is short to make these changes and

         12  criticisms, but this would allow large banks like

         13  Citibank and other banks to not do community

         14  reinvestment. This must be highlighted and stopped.

         15                 Thank you.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         17  Council member.

         18                 Council Member Katz.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: My colleagues,

         20  many of you may remember the case of the

         21  seven-month-old baby in a day care center that was

         22  killed on August 11th. That case was a

         23  seven-month-old baby left unsupervised by the day

         24  care provider, and as such was suffocated by tots

         25  who were playing in his area.
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          2                 Not only that, on the same day, on

          3  the same day, my colleagues, the Department of

          4  Health was in there and inspected the area. They

          5  heard a baby crying, they were told by the owner of

          6  the day care center they weren't allowed to inspect

          7  there because it was private property and they left.

          8                 We need to make sure that no other

          9  children fall through the system.

         10                 This is a family who did every single

         11  thing right. They researched this day care center on

         12  the Internet. They went to the day care center. They

         13  spoke to the parents in the area. They went and

         14  spent two hours or so in the very, very beginning

         15  just to be able to see the children and talk to the

         16  other parents, and in the end their seven-month-old

         17  child was killed.

         18                 We need to make sure that no other

         19  children fall through the cracks.

         20                 Intro. 475 would assure, and it is on

         21  the agenda today, I urge you to join it, Intro. 475

         22  would assure the child care provider is cited for

         23  serious violations. They must provide notice of

         24  those violations to every single family that has a

         25  child in their day care center.
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          2                 If they get fined, or if a child has

          3  serious injury or death, they also will never be

          4  able to run a day care center again in the City of

          5  New York, and not only that, other states will be

          6  notified by our City so if they go somewhere else to

          7  open up a child care center, that state will be

          8  notified.

          9                 If there are serious violations

         10  issued against the day care center, the day care

         11  center must provide notice within 48 hours to the

         12  parents that have their kids in that day care

         13  center, and also must post notice of those

         14  violations on their door.

         15                 Please join this legislation. I

         16  really believe it will save lives and it's the right

         17  thing to do. Intro. 475. Thank you.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member DeBlasio.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

         21  Madam Public Advocate.

         22                 First of all, I want to thank Council

         23  Member Katz for the message she just gave us and for

         24  the legislation she is introducing today, and I want

         25  to thank my colleague Chris Quinn and Tracy Boyland.
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          2  We are all going to join together tomorrow for a

          3  hearing to try and take another step in getting down

          4  to the bottom of what happened with our child care

          5  system, and particularly with the inspection part of

          6  that system and how we can improve it.

          7                 I also am introducing legislation

          8  today, another piece of the puzzle, as we try and

          9  figure out how to ensure that child care facilities

         10  are properly inspected, and then that the

         11  information gets to parents. The tragic case in

         12  Council Member Katz's community points out that even

         13  diligent parents aren't getting all the information

         14  they should. So, with her legislation, and with

         15  mine, I think we'll achieve a lot.

         16                 My legislation, Intro. 473, would

         17  require and ensure that any referral agency, makes

         18  available to parents all relevant information about

         19  child care centers, including whether they have had

         20  any violations, or whether there are any ongoing

         21  City actions related to their procedures.

         22                 It allows parents to see everything

         23  that's going on and certainly alerts them in the

         24  event there is a problem to reconsider whether

         25  that's the proper child care setting for them.
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          2                 So, we need to take every conceivable

          3  measure to make sure parents are informed.

          4                 I specifically think that getting the

          5  referral agencies the information they need for the

          6  City, and then requiring those referral agencies to

          7  pass that information along to any and all parents,

          8  that's a crucial part of improving this system. If

          9  we shine the light, we can do a better job of

         10  protecting these kids, and tomorrow at our hearing I

         11  think we're going to take another step forward

         12  ensuring there's real oversight of all the efforts

         13  we do to provide child care for children in our

         14  City.

         15                 Thank you very much.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         17  Council member.

         18                 Seeing nobody else, the meeting is

         19  adjourned.

         20                 (Hearing concluded at 3:10 p.m.)
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