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          1  COMMITTEE ON LAND USE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Hello, everyone.

          3  Let's call the meeting to order. I want to thank

          4  everyone for being here relatively quickly, and

          5  hopefully it will be a very brief meeting.

          6                 20055115 HAX is in Councilman Reed's

          7  district. 20055116 HAX is in Councilman Serrano's

          8  District. These are both dissolutions of

          9  redevelopment companies, transfers of the title to

         10  other redevelopment companies, in order to be able

         11  to rehabilitate those buildings. This is a sort of

         12  newly-used concept under state law. The first time

         13  that we are utilizing this in order to be able to

         14  rehabilitate those buildings and put the law to good

         15  use.

         16                 LU No. 131, 20025252 SCK is in

         17  Councilman Stewart's district. That's the school

         18  site selection for an expansion of Midwood High

         19  School.

         20                 LU No. 252 is a zoning map change to

         21  allow a garden center in Councilman Avella's

         22  district. C020523 ZMQ. LU No. 253 is a UDAAP in

         23  Councilman Reed's district. C050032 HAM, in order to

         24  facilitate the development of a ten-story building,

         25  with 118 units of housing retail space and a day
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          2  care center.

          3                 LU No. 295 through 297 are related.

          4  They are in Councilman Serrano's district. It's a

          5  zoning map change, a UDAAP and an Urban Renewal Plan

          6  amendment in order to develop an eight-story mixed

          7  use building known as Nueva Era Apartments, with 210

          8  units of retail and rental.

          9                 LU No. 254, 355 and 356 are related

         10  items at 400 Park Avenue. It is in Council Member

         11  Lopez's district. Special permit, zoning map change

         12  and a zoning text for modifications of that building

         13  there.

         14                 LU Nos 261 and 262-A are both UDAAPs,

         15  Hiram Monserrate's district is 261, and 262-A is

         16  Councilman Barron's district.

         17                 Any discussions?

         18                 Great. Call the roll. I'm not sure

         19  I'm used to Land Use meetings like this.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Katz.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I just wanted

          6  to know why Quinn who came --

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: You know, I was

          8  the only Q in my college class, I'm sure that's why

          9  I got in, so I'm sure it's making up for that.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: It's been a

         12  little boost to the Q, which is not such a well-used

         13  letter in the alphabet.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I want to know

         17  why B went before G. And I vote yes on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Pass.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I just want the

         10  record to reflect, although that I am voting in

         11  agreement with Charles Barron, I want my

         12  constituents to know that I will try not to make it

         13  the habit.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Madam

         18  Chair, permission to explain my vote?

         19                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: With

         21  respect to Land Use 261, which is a new foundations

         22  project within my district, I'm going to vote in the

         23  affirmative, however, I would like to put out there

         24  on the record that I believe that it would behoove

         25  all of us and HPD if they had reached out to me on
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          2  this project, as is the case with several other

          3  Council members earlier in the process to

          4  incorporate us and not to put us in the position

          5  where we're making decisions in a shorter period of

          6  time.

          7                 Additionally, to my colleagues I

          8  would say that there is an additional issue that as

          9  a result of this project, it came to my attention

         10  that the use of contractors that are not within the

         11  City of New York, which I think is an issue, that we

         12  should look into and we should ensure that to the

         13  extent we can, those that the City of New York does

         14  business with, in fact do business in the City of

         15  New York and pay their taxes here and so forth.

         16                 Obviously, additional to that would

         17  be my concerns and as also as co-chair to the Black

         18  and Latino office to ensure that, in fact, that

         19  those contractors are also reflective of this City

         20  and that we are affording opportunities to minority

         21  and women-owned business.

         22                 With that, I vote in the affirmative,

         23  with the understanding I look forward to working

         24  closer with HPD and the Administration.

         25                 Thank you very much.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Lanza.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of 16 in the

          5  affirmative, zero in the negative and no

          6  abstentions, all items are adopted.

          7                 Council Members, please sign the

          8  Committee reports.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Please wait. I

         10  forgot, I apologize for this, to put on the record

         11  that with the permission of the Subcommittee, this

         12  was brought up to the General Land Use Committee

         13  just because of timing aspects. There was no quorum

         14  yesterday to be able to vote this up. So, we pulled

         15  it out of the Subcommittee, voted on it here, and

         16  the Subcommittee chair and I had discussions before

         17  the Land Use Committee.

         18                 Council Member Martinez, would you

         19  like to say anything?

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Yes, that is

         21  correct, Madam Chair.

         22                 I also just wanted to elaborate a

         23  little bit on Councilman Monserrate's concern, which

         24  many of us share, and that is the procedure in which

         25  developers are selected by the HPD.
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          2                 You will find that in my Subcommittee

          3  disposition, we usually just vote on the disposition

          4  of the property, and then we don't have any kind of

          5  communication or opinion on the issue of the

          6  selection of a developer.

          7                 That's why, Madam Chair, I've been

          8  speaking with HPD, to see if after the holidays we

          9  have a formal informative kind of hearing at the

         10  Disposition Committee so that HPD could explain to

         11  us the process with the upcoming projects, important

         12  projects in everybody's district that I will

         13  encourage my colleagues to be at, such as the

         14  Cornerstone Project and any other development

         15  project in the different communities, the selection

         16  of developers, the selection of properties that are

         17  going to be developed and so forth, so that we could

         18  be a little more informed and not just vote on

         19  disposition of property without knowing the whole

         20  process.

         21                 Thank you, Madam Chair.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: I think that's a

         23  great idea, Councilman Martinez. Thank you.

         24                 I would also like to, before we leave

         25  the meeting, thank Councilman -- can I have
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          2  attention for just a moment and then we will be done

          3  -- Councilman Felder.

          4                 As many of you know, a lot of the

          5  stuff that we do at the entire Committee is worked

          6  out at the Subcommittee meetings at lengthy

          7  hearings, working with the agencies, the community

          8  boards and Council members, and Council Member

          9  Felder did a great job today in working out issues

         10  in Councilman Stewart's district. So, I want to

         11  thank him for his time and effort on that.

         12                 Mike Nelson, how do you vote?

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: All right, we're

         15  going to leave the roll open for ten minutes.

         16                 Thank you very much, everyone. Please

         17  sign the reports before you go. Please sign the

         18  reports.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Committee on Land Use.

         20  Council Member Comrie.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all

         22  items.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Yes, I want

         25  to take a moment to explain my vote.
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          2                 Obviously I'm going to vote aye on

          3  all, but I especially want to speak about the Nave

          4  (phonetic) Project in my district on Madison Avenue,

          5  130th, 131st Street. I just want, for the record, to

          6  express my support for this project, and recognize

          7  its significance, especially for a new group in the

          8  community in terms of some of the development, and

          9  that's the AME Church, in particular Emanuel AME

         10  Church, which has, is an individual institution but

         11  as part of the whole AME movement made significant

         12  contributions to the Harlem Community, and this is

         13  the first time that they have embarked upon

         14  development in the neighborhood, and this is a

         15  project that promises to be affordable, and promises

         16  to provide them with the wherewithal to continue to

         17  do housing in other kinds of community development

         18  that speaks to the interest of the community and

         19  therefore is good for the City.

         20                 You know, sometimes we think it's

         21  good for the City, doesn't necessarily have to be

         22  good for the community. We went through that

         23  nonsense with the Marriot and I'll never forget it.

         24  So, this is one that's good for the community and

         25  therefore even better for the City, and I want to
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          2  extend my unqualified support and appreciation to

          3  staff for their help.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: The final vote on the

          6  Committee on Land Use stands at 20 in the

          7  affirmative, zero in the negative and no

          8  abstentions.

          9                 (Hearing concluded at 10:35 a.m.)
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