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          1  PLANNING, DISPOSITIONS AND CONCESSIONS

          2                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON RIVERA: Good

          3  afternoon, ladies and gentlemen. My name is Joel

          4  Rivera. I'll be the Acting Chair for today's

          5  Planning, Disposition and Concession hearing.

          6                 We have a couple of items on the

          7  agenda. We have Land Use No. 224 in Council Member

          8  Reed's district. We have Land Use No. 277 in

          9  Councilwoman Provenzano's district. We have Land Use

         10  No. 260 in Council Member Lopez's district. We also

         11  have Land Use No. 264 in Council Member Sander's

         12  District. And last, but not least, we have Land Use

         13  No. 225, which is in Council Member Serrano's

         14  District. I believe we have a couple of people to

         15  testify in reference to Land Use No. 225, and the

         16  first person that we will be calling upon will be

         17  Gabrielle Silverman, and before I forget, let me

         18  announce the members that are here today.

         19                 We have Council Member Andrew J.

         20  Lanza, we have Council Member Vincent Gentile, and

         21  Council Member Michael Nelson, and myself as the

         22  Chair.

         23                 So, we'll have Gabrielle Silverman as

         24  the first person to testify in reference to Land Use

         25  No. 225, in Council Member Serrano's district. Are
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          2  they here? Yes. Please come forward. You may take

          3  your seat over there.

          4                 Do you have any testimony for the

          5  Committee members? If you want you can hand them to

          6  the Sergeant-At-Arms.

          7                 And if you have, if anybody is

          8  looking to speak on any of the issues here today,

          9  give your slips to the Sergeant-At-Arms so we can

         10  call you up in the order that you came.

         11                 As a matter of fact, we will call up

         12  James B. Murray at the same time simultaneously so

         13  we can get through the hearings in a very time

         14  effective manner.

         15                 Besides Gabrielle Silverman and James

         16  B. Murray, is there anybody else that will be

         17  testifying? And Frank Madera.

         18                 And the next person is Aresh Javadi.

         19  You may take your seat with them as well on the

         20  panel.

         21                 Okay, so we have three people on the

         22  panel at this point in time. We have Aresh Javadi. I

         23  hope I pronounced that correctly. I apologize.

         24                 MR. JAVADI: Javadi.

         25                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON RIVERA: Okay,
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          2  thank you.

          3                 Gabrielle Silverman, James B. Murray,

          4  and we'll call up Frank Madera, as well. So we'll

          5  have four people on the panel. We're going to see

          6  you on a two-minute time slot per person, that are

          7  customary. Two minutes per person, okay? And you

          8  will be able to look at the clock right here as time

          9  is ticking, and you can determine upon yourselves.

         10  First I will give you one minute so you can prepare

         11  yourselves so we can receive your testimony.

         12                 And just for housekeeping, everyone

         13  please turn off or put on vibrate your cell phones

         14  so we won't be interrupted.

         15                 Are you ready? Okay, you can decide

         16  who goes first. I would say ladies first.

         17                 Ready?

         18                 MS. SILVERMAN: Hello. My name is

         19  Gabrielle Silverman, and I work at Cortlandt

         20  Community Garden in the South Bronx, in Mellrose, in

         21  a neighborhood with a lot of community gardens which

         22  are currently in danger of being bull-dozed.

         23                 I'm looking at this site data sheet

         24  here, and all three gardens which are up today are

         25  being listed as vacant land.
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          2                 I'm looking at a letter from Mr. Sean

          3  Donovan of HPD to the Speaker of this Committee,

          4  asking that the Committee find that the present

          5  status of the disposition area tends to impair or

          6  arrest the sound growth and the development of the

          7  municipality.

          8                 It seems very obvious, but it's so

          9  inappropriate. It is just so inappropriate that

         10  we're still in the Year 2004 in New York City

         11  talking about community gardens as vacant land, as

         12  blighted land, as areas that are just up for grabs

         13  if the City feels that they're worth something.

         14                 We urge you to take a look at the

         15  homes and gardens plan that has been worked out by

         16  members of the local community.

         17                 We urge you to take a look at the

         18  garden review statements that stand in contradiction

         19  to these labels as vacant land, as blighted land,

         20  and we urge you to listen to us and to come inside

         21  the community gardens and take a look at what is

         22  there, because once they are destroyed, they are

         23  destroyed. We are not against housing, but really we

         24  need to be respected and these are precious,

         25  precious pieces of land. So, please do the right
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          2  thing.

          3                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON RIVERA: Thank you

          4  very much.

          5                 Our next individual to speak, again,

          6  you may decide who goes next.

          7                 MR. MURRAY: My name is James B.

          8  Murray, and I'm representing Mellrose Community

          9  Garden in South Bronx. Right now I have a map that

         10  we were going for 18 months, just improve housings

         11  and gardens. Because the garden is very important in

         12  our area because we're surrounding by expressway, a

         13  lot of smog, a lot of soot. The air is very -- not

         14  too clean, but the garden will clean the air up.

         15                 If you look at these maps, all of

         16  these maps in the green are the maps we had -- we

         17  started with 22 gardens, now we are down to 11. And

         18  these 11 gardens, we elect to have them become

         19  permanent in this area.

         20                 The housing can be built all around,

         21  but the gardens safe where they're at. Like these

         22  three gardens are Latino Sonelias, Sunshine and

         23  Family Garden. They can be moved to site 7, which is

         24  a big open space, it's nothing at all, but they

         25  don't want to give us that property. It's not been
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          2  used. And where the red and arrows is pointing to

          3  where they can move this garden from this spot to

          4  that position. I'd like to transfer the garden from

          5  here to here. Because this opens and they can have

          6  the garden, as long as they can find a spot that the

          7  gardens can be, which is very important to the

          8  neighborhood, as long as we have a place to have the

          9  green, you need the green space, because the Bronx

         10  asthma rate is higher than in other places in the

         11  City because of the air that's not too good. So we

         12  urge you to help us maintain some of the garden,

         13  okay?

         14                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON RIVERA: Thank you.

         15                 Next.

         16                 MR. MADERA: My name is Frank Madera.

         17  I'm from Sunshine Garden. We have a huge garden. A

         18  couple of years ago we started cleaning up this area

         19  named Sunshine Garden, and there was a lot of

         20  garbage, old tires, and old furniture and little by

         21  little we started cleaning it up and now-a-days it's

         22  beautiful. It's a beautiful garden. We have a group

         23  of children who visit our garden every month or so,

         24  and they have a lot of fun. There's five

         25  six-year-olds that come to visit our garden. I'm not
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          2  much of a speaker, so you'll have to excuse me.

          3                 It's one of day care centers comes to

          4  help us out, and we have like a school yard with

          5  students to help us out also.

          6                 Thank you.

          7                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON RIVERA: Thank you.

          8  You did very well. Thank you.

          9                 MR. JAVADI: Aresh Javadi. I am the

         10  Community Board 1 Committee, Land Use in the South

         11  Bronx, and a resident.

         12                 And I walked out today coming out of

         13  the subway here, I noticed how much green space is

         14  around this area and how well it's tended and how

         15  you can breathe so much better. I've seen kids in

         16  our neighborhood with hundreds, most, the majority

         17  of the kids in the schools I worked with have asthma

         18  pumps, and it would be a great injustice to say that

         19  this area is blighted, especially this area. Right

         20  now we have the projects on one site, and new

         21  housing on the other site, and community gardens in

         22  the middle.

         23                 Now, a lot of people say, gardens,

         24  gardens, gardens. We're saying is we want the

         25  housing and we're willing to work it out, and we've
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          2  worked it out with the whole committee over the many

          3  years there is a plan, we're willing to move out.

          4  We'd be more than happy, again, with Peter Fein

          5  Langet Group (phonetic), we've discussed to see if

          6  they can keep a small community garden within the

          7  map, and I think it's already being worked out.

          8                 However, where we have been stuck has

          9  been through the City agency HPD right now, where

         10  they've been saying all of the community gardens,

         11  all 22 community gardens, and minus one or two

         12  that's impossible to build on, when there is a rock,

         13  just too small to build on, those will remain, and

         14  the bigger picture, the urban renewal map that's

         15  being at present moved, we're losing more and more

         16  green spaces that have been allocated for the Town

         17  Center, for all these areas, and even the ones that

         18  was for PS 29, which is a school and that was a park

         19  allocated. That's been taken off the table. So not

         20  only are we not keeping the community gardens, we're

         21  losing our open spaces on top of it.

         22                 So, what we're specifically saying,

         23  and those maps, is that we were looking for a check

         24  and a balance. Right now we don't have that. It's

         25  all housing, housing, housing. I saw 21 developers
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          2  out there in that area, all building.

          3                 So, what we're asking is to keep some

          4  of these community gardens and we look towards the

          5  Council members to do something and say, no, this is

          6  not a blighted area. There is no rush.

          7                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON RIVERA: If you can

          8  sum it up. Thank you.

          9                 MR. JAVADI: And there is so many

         10  community gardens that are put -- I will do that.

         11                 But the main thing is to say, slow

         12  down, figure out the housing and the open spaces

         13  that are so necessary, and once that's okay, then

         14  keep on building. There is no huge rush. And there

         15  is no blighted area that needs to be UDAAP'd, we can

         16  do that.

         17                 The other thing is there has been no

         18  outreach at all done to the community when these --

         19                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON RIVERA: If you can

         20  sum it up? We apologize, there is a time clock.

         21                 MR. JAVADI: Absolutely.

         22                 So, I thank you very much, and I say

         23  that, please do not UDAAP this. Keep it as a ULURP

         24  so more people can actually see it as is, not a

         25  blighted area.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON RIVERA: Thank you

          4  very much. Thank you for coming here today.

          5                 Do we have anyone here from HPD to

          6  come forward?

          7                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER CLARK: I'm

          8  Carol Clark. I'm an Assistant Commissioner at HPD,

          9  and I'm joined by Charles Marcus and Ted Weinstein,

         10  who are two of our Planning Directors.

         11                 We're speaking in favor of the

         12  proposed development of Cortlandt Avenue apartments,

         13  which is a cornerstone project. It will be a new

         14  five-story building with 166 rental units for

         15  low-income individuals who will be tenants with

         16  income ranges between 20 and 38,000 dollars.

         17                 The Community Board approves this

         18  project in June. The Borough President approved it

         19  in August, and the City Planning Commission

         20  unanimously approves it in September.

         21                 Charles Marcus is going to explain

         22  the garden review process with regard to the

         23  Cortlandt Avenue apartments.

         24                 Charlie.

         25                 MR. MARCUS: In September 2002, Mayor
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          2  Bloomberg and the New York State Attorney General

          3  announced an agreement that enabled the City to

          4  proceed with plans for the construction of more than

          5  3,000 units of affordable housing, while preserving

          6  almost 200 green thumb gardens and increasing the

          7  protection of almost 200 gardens, thus raising the

          8  number of protected gardens in the City to over 500.

          9  There were also 100 gardens in schools.

         10                 This agreement allows for the

         11  construction of critical affordable housing, while

         12  ensuring that existing gardens are considered in

         13  City Land Use decisions, and that gardens on

         14  property being developed are offered or alternate

         15  gardening space where available.

         16                 The agreement resolved a three-year

         17  lawsuit over the development of City-owned property

         18  containing community gardens.

         19                 For gardens on development sites, the

         20  agreement established a garden review process that

         21  provides detailed information about each garden

         22  planned for development during the public review

         23  process for the proposed development.

         24                 The agreement also provides for the

         25  relocation of the gardens to alternate sites when
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          2  the sites are developed. When the gardens are

          3  developed.

          4                 The three gardens on this site were

          5  offered relocation sites in March and April 2004,

          6  and were given 45 days to respond to the letters

          7  that were sent to them in accordance with this

          8  agreement. One of the gardeners initially accepted a

          9  relocation site, but then changed his mind. The

         10  others did not respond. Had they responded, they

         11  would have been moved to sites in the immediate

         12  vicinity that would be preserved under Parks

         13  Department jurisdiction.

         14                 In accordance with the agreement, a

         15  garden review statement for each of the gardens was

         16  included in HPD's ULURP, City Council and Mayoral

         17  submissions. The garden review statements included

         18  detailed, as you know, they include detailed

         19  information about the three gardens, as well as the

         20  proposed housing.

         21                 The garden review statements were

         22  mailed to each of the garden representatives at the

         23  time of the ULURP submission and the submission to

         24  the Council and the Mayor. They were also mailed to

         25  the community boards. And we just want to add that
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          2  the Cortlandt Avenue apartments is consistent with

          3  the Mellrose Commons Urban Renewal Plan, which was

          4  adopted in 1994, after extensive community input,

          5  and was approved by two Bronx Community Boards, the

          6  Bronx Borough President, the City Planning

          7  Commission, the City Council and the Mayor.

          8                 The implementation of the plan will

          9  result in the creation of more than 1,700 housing

         10  units and approximately 20,000 square feet of

         11  commercial space in community facilities.

         12                 The plan also designates specific

         13  sites for public parks and public open space.

         14                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER CLARK: And

         15  then Ted Weinstein is going to add something else on

         16  the urban renewal plan.

         17                 MR. WEINSTEIN: I just want to point

         18  out, when the urban renewal plan was approved in

         19  1994, it only provided for sites for residential

         20  development and commercial development, but there

         21  were four sites specifically for public parks, and

         22  five sites specifically for public open space. In

         23  addition, there were community facility sites, which

         24  we can use as well.

         25                 The developer in this case came to
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          2  the community board when he was first interested in

          3  the site. The community board at that time provided

          4  him with a support letter, then once the ULURP

          5  process started itself, again the community board

          6  held a public hearing. The community board committee

          7  was mentioned before. The Committee supported it,

          8  recommended to the full board that they support the

          9  project. The full board voted to support the project

         10  18 to two, and then the Borough President supported

         11  it as well.

         12                 So, this is a project that has been

         13  approved by the community, on several steps along

         14  the way, and as was said before, we do have other

         15  sites that were being offered.

         16                 There was one site in particular that

         17  was suggested for a movement. That site isn't

         18  available at this time because it's undergoing some

         19  testing. But there were other sites that have been

         20  offered and to this day the gardens that are on this

         21  site, are free to provide us with an acknowledgment

         22  that they are willing to move, and they can do so.

         23                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON RIVERA: So pretty

         24  much what you're saying is that you used the

         25  procedure that was in the consent decree as the
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          2  model to utilize within this, within the application

          3  for these gardens and these projects, correct?

          4                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER CLARK: That is

          5  correct.

          6                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON RIVERA: Okay,

          7  thank you.

          8                 We have Michael Nelson who has a

          9  question.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Just a quick

         11  question. I might have missed part of that. The

         12  group or groups had an opportunity to respond and

         13  they did not?

         14                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER CLARK: That is

         15  correct. They received the standard letter and they

         16  have not gotten back to us. One of them did saying

         17  they would accept the alternative, then changed

         18  their mind.

         19                 We're open to negotiation. These are

         20  garden sites that are in the settlement agreement

         21  for development. So, we're ready to listen.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: No, it's just

         23  heart-felt. Some of the people who came here

         24  expressed themselves so beautifully, but yet when it

         25  does go through the process, community board, City
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          2  Planning, Bronx Borough President and so on,

          3  hopefully accommodations can be made.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON RIVERA: Okay,

          6  we're going to call a vote on these items that I

          7  talked about earlier.

          8                 Those are again, to refresh your

          9  memory, Land Use No. 224 -- thank you very much,

         10  ladies and gentlemen.

         11                 Land Use No. 224 in Council Member

         12  Reed's district. Land Use No. 225, Serrano's

         13  district. Land Use No. 277, Provenzano. Land Use No.

         14  260, Council Member Lopez's district. And Land Use

         15  No. 264 in Council Member Sanders's district. And

         16  we'll be urging an aye vote on all items before the

         17  Planning, Dispositions and Concessions meeting here

         18  today.

         19                 Will the clerk call the roll?

         20                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Rivera.

         21                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON RIVERA: I vote

         22  aye.

         23                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Nelson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         25                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Gentile.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

          3                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Lanza.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

          5                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: By a vote of

          6  four in the affirmative, none in the negative and no

          7  abstentions, the aforementioned items are approved

          8  and referred to the full Committee.

          9                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON RIVERA: Thank you

         10  very much.

         11                 This hearing is adjourned.

         12                 (Hearing concluded at 1:50 p.m.)
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