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          1  ZONING AND FRANCHISES

          2                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: I call the

          3  Committee on Zoning and Franchises to order.

          4                 We have basically two items to vote

          5  on. The vote on both items were laid over from

          6  November 30th, the Subcommittee meeting.

          7                 The first item is Intro. 494-A.

          8  20055099 GFY.

          9                 And the second item is Land Use Nos

         10  339 through 341, C040215 ZMK, C040216 ZSK, and

         11  C040217 ZSK, commonly referred to as the WatchTower

         12  Bible and Track Society Proposal.

         13                 I'll make a couple of comments and

         14  then in effect I'll open it up for any discussion,

         15  and then we will take the vote.

         16                 Joining me this morning are Committee

         17  members Council Member Al Vann, Christine Quinn,

         18  Mike McMahon and Melinda Katz is also here.

         19                 The first item is a local law to

         20  amend the New York City Charter in relation to

         21  authorizing the Department of Transportation to

         22  extend the expiration date of any franchise to

         23  operate and maintain bus shelters.

         24                 We would have voted on this on

         25  Tuesday, November 30th, but as a procedural matter,
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          2  it relates to the previous law that we passed

          3  relating to the extension of the private bus

          4  companies and in that law was an item about the bus

          5  shelters and we could not pass this until the Mayor

          6  signed the other previous law into existence, which

          7  he did yesterday. We will pass this. Chair

          8  recommends approval on that item.

          9                 The other items I mentioned in

         10  relation to the Watch Tower Bible and Track Society,

         11  also known as the Jehovah Witnesses, this is an item

         12  that has had quite a lot of discussion. We've met

         13  with the affected Council members. It lies in

         14  Council Member Latitia James' district. However,

         15  most of the residents that are affected by the

         16  project lie in Council member David Yassky's

         17  district.

         18                 And after a number of meetings with

         19  the Council members and with the Watch Tower

         20  Society, we have I think come to an appropriate --

         21  we have come to -- excuse me -- what I think is an

         22  appropriate compromise.

         23                 The application has been modified

         24  significantly since its original format was

         25  introduced. The height has been reduced
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          2  significantly and some of the components.

          3                 The Watch Tower Society has agreed to

          4  take on additional community responsibilities, in

          5  terms of the park across the street, as a result of

          6  the negotiations with Council Member James and

          7  Yassky, they have agreed to take on more of that

          8  park, and also part of these discussions, the height

          9  has been reduced.

         10                 I want to compliment both Council

         11  members for the work that they've put in on this

         12  project. Certainly have committed long hours and I

         13  think the compromise has been arranged through their

         14  efforts.

         15                 And myself and the Chair of Land Use

         16  Committee have also been involved in this

         17  extensively.

         18                 It is clear that, as I've said

         19  before, and as Melinda has said on many occasions,

         20  it's always a balancing act between the wishes of

         21  the community and the interest of a developer, a

         22  particular property owner and the interest of the

         23  City at large.

         24                 And in this respect, I think we've

         25  reached an appropriate compromise that addresses

                                                            5

          1  ZONING AND FRANCHISES

          2  much of the community's concerns. Not all, but much

          3  of it, and at the same time allows the project to go

          4  ahead, which in my opinion is a good project for the

          5  area.

          6                 With that, Chair recommends approval

          7  of the project. Unless there is any other comments

          8  from Committee members, I will ask Counsel to call

          9  the roll.

         10                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Chair Avella.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Aye.

         12                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         13  Quinn.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

         15                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         16  Katz.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Can I explain my

         18  vote?

         19                 I just want to also, as the Chair, as

         20  Chair Avella said, you know, compliment everyone in

         21  this process.

         22                 The Land Use is always a building

         23  process, a compromising process, and you know, it

         24  really is our job all over the entire City of New

         25  York to make compromises to make sure we have
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          2  adequate development in order to make sure that the

          3  economy of this great City continues to grow, but

          4  also to make sure that our neighborhoods remain the

          5  prestige, wonderful, beautiful places that draws

          6  folks to actually live in our communities all over

          7  the City, and in this particular case I do believe

          8  we've reached that compromise.

          9                 As the Chair said, there are many

         10  cases when we do things that not everybody is happy.

         11  But it is our job as elected officials, and also on

         12  this Committee, to make sure that we reached a best

         13  possible outcome that we possibly can, and in this

         14  case I believe that we did.

         15                 I also want to compliment Council

         16  Member James and Council Member Yassky for all the

         17  work that they did on making sure that the community

         18  is getting a sufficient amount back.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 I vote aye.

         21                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         22  McMahon.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

         24                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         25  Vann.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

          3                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: The vote stands

          4  five in the affirmative, none in the negative, and

          5  no abstentions and refers to the full Land Use

          6  Committee.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Thank you,

          8  everyone.

          9                 This closes this meeting on the

         10  Subcommittee on Zoning and Franchises.

         11                 (Hearing concluded at 10:05 a.m.)
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          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 2nd day of December 2004.
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