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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Council Member

          3  Boyland. We'll start with Council Member Boyland.

          4                 Council Member Boyland, I know you

          5  have some special guests. Special guests. Very

          6  special guests. I'd like you to bring your guests

          7  up.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Okay. Thank

          9  you, Mr. Speaker. My colleagues, if I can have your

         10  attention?

         11                 From one former educator to another,

         12  it is a great pleasure for me to have the

         13  opportunity to honor this distinguished and

         14  accomplished individual for her achievements in the

         15  field of education and entertainment.

         16                 It brings a breath of fresh air to me

         17  and all women to introduce a trailblazer to the New

         18  York City Council, Ms. Laybourne.

         19                 Please come up, Ms. Laybourne.

         20                 Ms. Laybourne, who is CEO and

         21  Chairperson of Oxygen Media. She is the former

         22  founder of Oxygen Media, has served as the

         23  Chairperson and Chief Executive since its 1998

         24  inception.

         25                 Oxygen Media is best known for its
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          2  24-hour cable television network that provides a

          3  fresh programming and is all about women.

          4                 Prior to starting Oxygen, Ms.

          5  Laybourne spent 16 years at Nickelodeon, where under

          6  her leadership it became the top rated 24-hour cable

          7  program service, won several notable honors.

          8                 In 1996 Ms. Laybourne was president

          9  of Disney/ABC Cable Networks. She played a

         10  significant role in the creation and management of

         11  ABC's Saturday morning children's programming

         12  schedule, which my daughter watches religiously

         13  still.

         14                 Ms. Laybourne is also ranked number

         15  one among the 50 most influential women in

         16  entertainment, in the entertainment industry by The

         17  Hollywood Reporter and in 1996 named one of the most

         18  25 influential women in America by Time Magazine.

         19                 Ladies and gentlemen, I give you our

         20  woman of the year, Ms. Laybourne.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         22                 If we could ask the clerk to read the

         23  proclamation.

         24                 CLERK: Council of the City of New

         25  York, Proclamation.
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          2                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          3  New York is pleased and proud to honor Geraldine

          4  Laybourne for her unique contributions to the City

          5  and the field of journalism; and

          6                 Whereas: We are a city made strong by

          7  the efforts of individuals who give exemplary

          8  service to their communities through positive

          9  broadcasting journalism and creating innovative and

         10  high-quality television for women and children; and

         11                 Whereas: Geraldine B. Laybourne is

         12  one such individual: as Founder, Chairman and Chief

         13  Executive Officer of Oxygen Media, a 24-hour cable

         14  television network that puts a fresh spin on

         15  television for women; and

         16                 Whereas: Ms. Laybourne spent 16 years

         17  at Nickelodeon, where her team was responsible for

         18  creating and building the Nickelodeon brand. Under

         19  her leadership, Nickelodeon became the top-rated

         20  24-hour cable programming and won several notable

         21  awards; and

         22                 Whereas: Prior to starting Oxygen,

         23  Ms. Laybourne was president of Disney/ABC Cable

         24  Networks, where she played an instrumental role in

         25  the creation and management of ABC's Saturday
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          2  morning children's programming schedule; and

          3                 Whereas: Ms. Laybourne has been

          4  singled out for her many contributions to the

          5  industry. She was ranked No 1 among the 50 most

          6  influential women in the entertainment industry by

          7  The Hollywood Reporter in 1996, and named one of the

          8  25 most influential people in America by Time

          9  Magazine; and

         10                 Whereas: It is with deep appreciation

         11  and a tremendous sense of pride that we recognize

         12  Geraldine B. Laybourne and are truly enriched by her

         13  presence and commend her for the important

         14  contributions she has made to the field of

         15  entertainment and to the life of our City; now,

         16  therefore

         17                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         18  City of New York honors GERALDINE B. LAYBOURNE for

         19  her extraordinary contribution to the City and the

         20  community.

         21                 Signed this 20th day of April in the

         22  Year Two Thousand and Five, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         23  for the Entire Council; Tracy Boyland, Council

         24  Member, 41st District, Brooklyn.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: We are indeed so
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          2  grateful for your contributions to all the people,

          3  and particularly women of this City, and we would be

          4  very honored if you would grace us with a few words.

          5                 MS. LAYBOURNE: Thank you so much,

          6  Speaker Miller, and thank you, Councilwoman Boyland.

          7                 I cannot think of a better birthplace

          8  for the first and only network owned and operated by

          9  women in the world.

         10                 New York has been so kind and

         11  generous to our creative efforts through

         12  Nickelodeon, through all of my efforts at ABC and

         13  Disney, but most particularly, to give birth to

         14  Oxygen here with the talented community has been

         15  spectacular.

         16                 So, thank you so much for this honor.

         17  And thank you for welcoming me into the City

         18  Council.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         20  Congratulations. Thank you very much.

         21                 My colleagues, we have a very special

         22  guest here. If we could ask Larry Wajnberg to come

         23  up. Larry, please come up.

         24                 This is a gentleman who is

         25  responsible for Novoye Russkoye Slovo. Did I say
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          2  that right, Larry?

          3                 MR. WAJNBERG: Yes.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: The 95-year-old

          5  paper, which serves the Russian-American community

          6  today with extraordinary distinction -- and is it

          7  the oldest paper in the City of New York after--

          8                 MR. WAJNBERG: It's the oldest paper

          9  in the world. Older than Prague --

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Oldest Russian paper

         11  in the world. In the world. Ninety-five years of

         12  continuous service to the Russian community since

         13  1910. An extraordinary accomplishment, and an

         14  extraordinary person that's at the helm of it.

         15                 Larry has been a leader not just for

         16  the Russian-American community here in the City, but

         17  for our entire City, and is actually scheduled to go

         18  abroad on a trip with our President in the next

         19  couple of weeks, and has been an enormous advocate

         20  of strong international ties and understanding, and

         21  a particular advocate for the Russian-American

         22  community and its extraordinary accomplishments here

         23  in New York.

         24                 We are very honored to have the

         25  chance to honor Larry Wajnberg, and I would ask the
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          2  Clerk now to read both proclamations, both honoring

          3  the paper and Larry.

          4                 CLERK: Council of the City of New

          5  York, Proclamation.

          6                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          7  New York is pleased and proud to join family,

          8  friends and distinguished members of the community

          9  in honor Lawrence Wajnberg for his significant and

         10  valuable contribution to the City of New York and to

         11  the United States of America; and

         12                 Whereas: As director of Novoye

         13  Russkoye Slovo, the oldest and most widely read

         14  Russian-language daily newspaper in the United

         15  States, Lawrence Wajnberg has made an immense

         16  contribution to the Russian-American population and

         17  to the democratization effort in the former Soviet

         18  Union; and

         19                 Whereas: Mr. Wajnberg began working

         20  for the Novoye Russkoye Slovo in 1964; over the next

         21  18 years he held various positions at the paper

         22  before ultimately becoming its Executive Vice

         23  President and then, four years later, its President;

         24  and

         25                 Whereas: Under Mr. Wajnberg's
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          2  direction, the Novoye Russkoye Slovo contributed to

          3  the collapse of communism in the Soviet Union by

          4  supporting Russian dissidents and publishing their

          5  work in its paper; and

          6                 Whereas: Mr. Wajnberg's contributions

          7  to Russian-Americans and the cause of democracy have

          8  been recognized by various governmental leaders,

          9  including Bill Clinton, Ronald Reagan, and Boris

         10  Yeltsin; and

         11                 Whereas: In addition to his work with

         12  Novoye Russkoye Slovo, Mr. Wajnberg has found other

         13  ways to contribute to the Russian-American

         14  community; he is the founder and President of the

         15  Russian Division of the UJA-Federation, which

         16  provides financial assistance to socioeconomically

         17  disenfranchised Russian Jews; he is also President

         18  of the Fund for the Neediest Russian Immigrants

         19  which provides assistance to Russian-American

         20  victims of September 11, President of Litfund which

         21  provides assistance for Russian-American artists and

         22  writers, and Vice President of World Russian Press

         23  Association; now, therefore

         24                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         25  City of New York honors LAWRENCE WAJNBERG for his
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          2  outstanding service to the City and the

          3  Russian-American community.

          4                 Signed this 20th day of April in the

          5  year Two Thousand and Five, Gifford Miller, Speaker

          6  for the Entire Council; Domenic M. Recchia, Jr.,

          7  Council Member 47th District, Brooklyn; Michael C.

          8  Nelson, Council Member, 48th District, Brooklyn.

          9                 CLERK: Whereas: The Council of the

         10  City of New York is pleased and proud to join

         11  friends, family, and distinguished members of the

         12  community in celebrating the 95th anniversary of

         13  Novoye Russkoye Slovo, and to recognize the

         14  newspaper for all it has done for the City and the

         15  Russian-American community; and

         16                 Whereas: Novoye Russkoye Slovo is the

         17  world's oldest and largest Russian-language daily

         18  newspaper in the United States and is celebrating

         19  its 95th year in circulation this month; and

         20                 Whereas: Novoye Russkoye Slovo has

         21  operated without interruption since its inception

         22  and today reaches over 64,000 readers nationwide;

         23  and

         24                 Whereas: For the past nine decades,

         25  Novoye Russkoye Slovo has acclimated its Russian
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          2  readers to the culture, history, and politics of the

          3  United States, thereby helping newly arrived Russian

          4  immigrants adjust to and take pride in their adopted

          5  homeland; and

          6                 Whereas: By supporting Russian

          7  dissidents and publishing their work during the Cold

          8  War, Novoye Russkoye Slovo was helpful in

          9  introducing democracy into the former Soviet Union;

         10  and

         11                 Whereas: Today, we proudly honor

         12  Novoye Russkoye Slovo, its achievements are a

         13  reflection of its commitment, integrity and high

         14  standards of professionalism; it is truly a quality

         15  newspaper and a benefactor of the community; now,

         16  therefore

         17                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         18  City of New York honors NOVOYE RUSSKOYE SLOVO for

         19  its outstanding contributions to the City and to the

         20  Russian-American community.

         21                 Signed this 20th day of April in the

         22  year Two Thousand and Five, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         23  For The Entire Council; Domenic M. Recchia, Jr.,

         24  Council Member, 47th District, Brooklyn; Michael C.

         25  Nelson, Council Member, 48th District, Brooklyn.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Larry, we have been

          3  joined by my colleague Domenic Recchia, who also is

          4  part of this effort to honor you and the paper for

          5  its extraordinary work. He would like to say a few

          6  words, and then we would love if you would grace us

          7  with a few words, as well.

          8                 Domenic.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Thank you,

         10  Mr. Speaker. These proclamations are well-deserved

         11  to Larry Wajnberg for all that he has done in our

         12  community, especially fostering relationships

         13  between everyone in New York City and the Russian

         14  community, and seeing to it that we all are united

         15  together working for the best interests. And because

         16  of the relationship of uniting everyone, I have here

         17  to my right a wonderful, the first Russian

         18  Democratic District Leader, Mark Devitovich. We

         19  welcome him also to this Council Chamber. And it's a

         20  wonderful day that we're all working together. And

         21  congratulations to the Russian Novoye Slovo for 95

         22  years of being in business, but most of all for

         23  being a fair paper and giving time for everyone in

         24  this paper and for being there for the entire

         25  community of New York City.
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          2                 Thank you, Larry.

          3                 MR. WAJNBERG: Thank you very much.

          4                 Mr. Speaker, members of the City

          5  Council, Domenic, it is my pleasure to receive this

          6  proclamation.

          7                 And on behalf of my readers, on

          8  behalf of the readers of Novoye Russkoye Slovo, I'd

          9  like to thank you.

         10                 But very important, when I was in

         11  Moscow, I received an award from the Mayor of

         12  Moscow. I told him that with the words of Rudolph

         13  Giuliani that in 2010, every tenth New Yorker will

         14  speak Russian, and not always by choice.

         15                 And when I mentioned to the President

         16  that not exactly my heroes in history, but Trotsky

         17  and Kuriansky began their journalistic career in

         18  Novoye Russkoye Slovo. He said they began well, they

         19  ended bad.

         20                 Thank you, again, for this

         21  proclamation.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         23                 MR. WAJNBERG: For being acknowledged,

         24  and I promise my colleagues and I will work hard in

         25  the future to make sure that the Russian community
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          2  in New York and in America will prosper.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Larry.

          4  Congratulations again to you, to the paper. I want

          5  to certainly thank Mark Lidovich, the first Russian

          6  elected official in the City of New York. It's a

          7  great honor to have you here with us as well, Mark.

          8  Thank you very much.

          9                 Council Member Perkins. I know you

         10  have a very special guest as well we're honoring.

         11                 Council Member Perkins. I know we're

         12  honoring Margot.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Yes, we're

         14  honoring today Margot Gayle, and would like all

         15  those who have come today to join us for this

         16  momentous occasion to please come forward.

         17                 I'm talking about the Friends Of

         18  Cast-Iron Architecture. Please don't be shy.

         19  Historic Districts Council, Municipal Arts Society,

         20  the Society for the Architecture of New York,

         21  Historic House Trust, Morning Side Heights Historic

         22  District, Landmark West Harlem, Astoria, and Michael

         23  Adams, the Fine Arts Federation, Place Matters,

         24  Friends of the Upper East Side, Preservation League

         25  of Staten Island, Frank Addio, Douglaston Historic
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          2  District, all of these wonderful people come today

          3  to join in celebrating two things, two very

          4  important moments. One, the 40th anniversary of a

          5  great law that was passed by the City that has

          6  enabled us to preserve our historic buildings and

          7  architectural wonders, a piece of legislation that

          8  is not only a landmark for us but for the nation, a

          9  role model for the nation, and the person who was

         10  there 40 years ago when that great moment took place

         11  we're honoring today, Ms. Margot Gayle.

         12                 I would like to have my Speaker say a

         13  few words before they read the proclamation.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Yes, absolutely. We

         15  are so honored, Margot, to have you here with us.

         16  We're going to take a picture here now as the clerk

         17  reads the proclamation, and then we'll say a few

         18  words.

         19                 CLERK: Council of the City of New

         20  York, Proclamation.

         21                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         22  New York is pleased and proud to join family,

         23  friends, and distinguished members of the community

         24  in honoring Margot Gayle for her significant and

         25  valuable contributions to the City and the
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          2  community; and

          3                 Whereas: We are a city made strong by

          4  the efforts of individuals who give exemplary

          5  service to their community, whether through

          6  participation in volunteer programs, through unique

          7  personal achievement in their professional or other

          8  endeavors, or through a lifetime of good citizenry;

          9  and

         10                 Whereas: Margot Gayel is one such

         11  individual: a distinguished preservationist and a

         12  scholar. She is a strong voice in the building

         13  preservation movement; she has saved the Jefferson

         14  Market Court House from destruction, led the fight

         15  to preserve various buildings in SoHo and

         16  Williamsburg, and founded the Victorian Society in

         17  America and the Friends of Cast Iron Architecture,

         18  the latter of which she is President; and

         19                 Whereas: Ms. Gayle is considered an

         20  expert on cast iron architecture; she has written

         21  several articles and books on the subject,

         22  engineered the SoHo-Cast Iron Historic District, and

         23  most recently has published her book, "Cast-Iron

         24  Architecture in America - The Significance of James

         25  Bogardus"; and
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          2                 Whereas: Ms. Gayle's accomplishments

          3  in preservation and cast iron architecture have not

          4  gone unnoticed; she has been the recipient of many

          5  awards, including the National Trust for Historic

          6  Preservation Award, the New York City Mayor's Doris

          7  Freedman Award, the Victorian Society in America

          8  Henry Russell Hitchck Award, the New York Landmarks

          9  Conservancy Lucy G. Moses Award, the Historic

         10  Districts Council Landmarks Lion Award, the American

         11  Planning Association Robert Ponte Award, the

         12  Metropolitan Historic Structures Association

         13  Preservation Award, the Municipal Art Society

         14  Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis Medal, and the Society

         15  for Industrial Archeology General Toos Award; now,

         16  therefore:

         17                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         18  City of New York most gratefully honors MARGOT GAYLE

         19  for her outstanding service to the City and the

         20  preservationist community.

         21                 Signed this 20th day of April in the

         22  year Two Thousand and Five, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         23  for the Entire Council; Bill Perkins, Deputy

         24  Majority Leader, Council Member 9th District,

         25  Manhattan; Simcha Felder, Council Member 44th
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          2  District, Brooklyn.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Well, Margot, it is a

          4  true honor to have the chance to honor you, as we

          5  honor also this important law. Forty years ago led

          6  our country forward into a brave new world of

          7  protecting the most important aspects of our

          8  heritage and our culture and who we are as a people,

          9  and the landmarks that we preserved here in New York

         10  City have paved the way for preserving landmarks

         11  across our country and you led that fight.

         12                 I don't know how you did it at the

         13  age of, what must have been about three, because I

         14  know that ten years ago when I first ran for the

         15  City Council, I began to receive the most incredibly

         16  well thought-out and coherent articulate handwritten

         17  letters from Margot about what our responsibility

         18  was in the City Council, and I've been listening to

         19  you as the conscience of our City on this subject

         20  ever since. And I know my good friend and colleague

         21  Bill Perkins, who helped bring us here today, whose

         22  idea this was to honor you, and Simcha Felder, as

         23  the Chair of our Landmarks Subcommittee, and all of

         24  my other colleagues feel the same way about you.

         25                 And I can imagine how many
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          2  handwritten letters went into enacting that law 40

          3  years ago, and we thank you for your hand that has

          4  been on the tiller of this great City in making us a

          5  stronger City, and we would be very pleased if you

          6  would grace us with a few words.

          7                 MS. GAYLE: Thank you very much. I

          8  appreciate this and I will never forget it. Thank

          9  you so much.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: You're welcome. Thank

         11  you. We have a cake. Wow.

         12                 PARTICIPANT: The Landmarks

         13  Preservation Law is, a great law, is 40 years old,

         14  and so is our great colleague and the friend of

         15  preservation, Bill Perkins. So, happy birthday to

         16  the Landmarks Law, and happy birthday, Bill Perkins.

         17                 (singing "Happy Birthday").

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Wow. Harmony. We

         19  don't always have harmony on the floor of the

         20  Council, so that was pretty good. Thank you all

         21  very, very much. Happy birthday, Bill, too.

         22                 Councilwoman Lopez, and also

         23  Councilwoman Foster.

         24                 I know that you have a very special

         25  guest as well that we're honoring today.
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          2                 Councilwoman Foster, as the Chair of

          3  our Parks Committee, I know you have some special

          4  guests here, along with Councilwoman Lopez, to

          5  honor.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Thank you very

          7  much.

          8                 Can I have your attention, please?

          9  Thank you.

         10                 We know that beauty comes in all

         11  shapes and sizes, and today we're fortunate enough

         12  to honor Richard Haugland -- did I say that right?

         13  And the rest of the gardeners, who are doing an

         14  exceptional job of not only making this City

         15  beautiful, but specifically around City Hall.

         16                 Yes, let's clap.

         17                 And on a day like today where the sun

         18  is shining, it gives us an opportunity to take in

         19  all of God's beauty. And he uses helpers to give us

         20  that beauty.

         21                 So, it gives me honor to turn the mic

         22  over to Margarita Lopez, who will list the name of

         23  every gardener here so that we can say thank you.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I want to

         25  mention the name of Frank Mastrola. Did I say that

                                                            23

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  right? Masuka (Speaking in Spanish.) Robert Gracias,

          3  Dennis Vargas, and Richard Haugland, and Duane

          4  Sanders.

          5                 And I just want to say this: I don't

          6  know how many of us walk into City Hall and notice

          7  the flowers, the trees. I don't know how many of us

          8  notice that. But I will tell you that I notice when

          9  this gardener begin putting the bulbs and every

         10  plant before all of us are ready to go to the

         11  weather that is very cold, and make the beautiful

         12  garden that we have in this City. And today we're

         13  honoring them because next week is Earth Day. And it

         14  is somebody who take care of Momma Earth, are these

         15  people here, and for that we are thanking them

         16  today.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: If we could ask the

         18  clerk to read the proclamation.

         19                 CLERK: Council of the City of New

         20  York, Proclamation.

         21                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         22  New York is pleased and proud to honor Richard

         23  Haugland in collaboration with this year's

         24  celebration of Earth Day 2005; and

         25                 Whereas: Richard Huagland was born in

                                                            24

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Brooklyn, New York and currently lives in Bayridge,

          3  Brooklyn, he received his certification in

          4  horticulture from Brooklyn Botanical Gardens and

          5  continues to support the Brooklyn Botanic Garden by

          6  educating others in several aspects of horticulture;

          7  and

          8                 Whereas: Although Mr. Haughland

          9  started at the New York City Parks Department as an

         10  Assistant Gardener in March 1999, he was quickly

         11  promoted to Gardener in November 1999; and

         12                 Whereas: As the Gardener for City

         13  Hall Park/Tweed Courthouse/Milennium Park/Entrance

         14  to the Brooklyn Bridge and the Living Memorial

         15  Garden, every fall, Mr. Haugland is responsible for

         16  planting over 50,000 Spring bulbs (tulips,

         17  daffodils, hyacinths, etc.) Which beautify the

         18  almost 9 acres of City Hall Park; and

         19                 Whereas: There is always something in

         20  bloom at City Hall Park -- from the crocus', tulips,

         21  and other colorful flowers in Spring, to the unusual

         22  cacti flowering in the Summer, not to mention the

         23  numerous shrubs and tree's flowering (Magnolia's,

         24  Crab-Apple's, and Cherry Trees); and

         25                 Whereas: Everyday, both New Yorkers
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          2  and visitors enjoy City Hall Park and each Spring,

          3  Mr. Haugland transforms the park into a classroom

          4  where he teaches friends and neighbors of the park

          5  about gardening. He is also an instructor for the

          6  NYC Park's Department training program; and

          7                 Whereas: Mr. Haugland is not only the

          8  sole decision maker of all plants and flowers in

          9  City Hall Park but is also entrusted with the care

         10  of the remaining trees from ground zero; and

         11                 Whereas: With great appreciation,

         12  Richard Haugland received the Mayor's Bronze Apple

         13  Award for volunteering at Narrows Botanical Gardens;

         14  and

         15                 Whereas: Currently, he is the Vice

         16  President of Narrows Botanical Gardens in Bayridge,

         17  Brooklyn (Horticulturist) and is on the Advisory

         18  Board for Pace University for the Green-Roof

         19  Project; now, therefore

         20                 Be It Known: That the New York City

         21  Council honors RICHARD HAUGLAND for his exceptional

         22  work in City Hall Park, his continued environmental

         23  efforts within several different communities, and

         24  his tireless commitment to the horticultural

         25  profession.
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          2                 Signed this 20th day of April in the

          3  year Two Thousand and Five, Gifford Miller, Speaker

          4  for the Entire Council; Margarita Lopez, Council

          5  Member, 2nd District, Manhattan; Helen D. Foster,

          6  Council Member, 16th District, the Bronx.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Richard, we are so

          8  honored to have you here, and thank you for your

          9  work and all of your colleagues. If you just go

         10  outside today, as I'm sure all of us have seen,

         11  there are literally thousands of people in City Hall

         12  Park enjoying the beautiful weather and a beautiful

         13  park, and it makes all of us feel more human, it

         14  makes all of us feel more complete, and ultimately

         15  it raises our spirits, and it's your work that does

         16  it.

         17                 We are honored to have a chance to

         18  honor you, and we'd be very appreciative if you'd

         19  say a few words on behalf of yourself and your

         20  colleagues.

         21                 MR. HAUGLAND: I want to thank

         22  Councilwoman Margarita Lopez, and everyone else

         23  here, Gifford Miller. I find myself more comfortable

         24  on my knees in the dirt than in front of all of

         25  these people here, to be honest with you. I am
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          2  honored, flattered. I'm blushing. I couldn't have

          3  done this alone. This is a group effort from my

          4  supervisors, managers, great staff. It was a whole

          5  group effort and it's a labor of love. And we're

          6  going to keep going. Thank you, again.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Well done.

          8  Congratulations to you. Thank you very much.

          9                 My colleagues, we have a very special

         10  person that's here today, Anatoly Shapiro.

         11                 Mr. Shapiro was, 60 years ago this

         12  year, the first Soviet Officer to lead his troops

         13  into Auchwitz and to liberate that camp.

         14                 Thanks to his leadership, the brave

         15  troops he commanded, over 7,000 prisoners were freed

         16  from that camp, and we have the opportunity to honor

         17  him for his service, not just to our country as our

         18  ally in that war, but to the people of the world and

         19  in particular to the Jews and others who are in

         20  those death camps.

         21                 So, it is an honor to have the

         22  Chancellor thank him, and I'd like to ask at this

         23  point the clerk to read the proclamation.

         24                 CLERK: Council of the City of New

         25  York, Proclamation.
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          2                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          3  New York is pleased and proud to join family,

          4  friends, and distinguished members of the community

          5  in honoring Anatoly Shapiro for his brave and

          6  Valiant efforts in liberating those imprisoned by

          7  the Nazis and the Auchwitz Concentration Camp; and

          8                 Whereas: This year, we mark the 60th

          9  Anniversary of the conclusion of World War II;

         10  during this bittersweet anniversary, we pause to

         11  remember the millions of innocent lives lost, those

         12  who survived and the brave soldiers who fought to

         13  free Europe from the clutches of the Axis powers;

         14  and

         15                 Whereas: Today, we honor Anatoly

         16  Shapiro, a man of exceptional valor, commitment, and

         17  courage, who was among the hundreds of thousands of

         18  Allied soldiers who responded to the call to fight

         19  the Nazi threat and whose legacy has ensured the

         20  safety and progress of our society for future

         21  generations to come; and

         22                 Whereas: On January 27, 1945, Mr.

         23  Shapiro, a man of exceptional valor, commitment, and

         24  courage, who was among the hundreds of thousands of

         25  Allied soldiers who responded to the call to fight
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          2  the Nazi threat and whose legacy has ensured the

          3  safety and progress of our society for future

          4  generations to come; and

          5                 Whereas: On January 27, 1945, Mr.

          6  Shapiro became the first Soviet officer to lead his

          7  Soviet battalion into the Auschwitz Concentration

          8  Camp, where an 1.1 million to 1.5 million

          9  individuals died during their internment, and

         10  liberate those still imprisoned; and

         11                 Whereas: Auschwitz was among the

         12  first concentration camps reached by the Allied

         13  powers and certainly one of the most brutal camps

         14  under the Nazi regime, and the anniversary of its

         15  liberation is an anniversary for the liberation of

         16  all Nazi-era concentration camps; and

         17                 Whereas: Thanks to the leadership of

         18  Mr. Shapiro and the brave troops over whom he

         19  commanded, around 7,000 prisoners were freed from

         20  the camp; and

         21                 Whereas: On the fateful day they

         22  liberated the Auschwitz Concentration Camp, Mr.

         23  Shapiro and his soldiers witnessed the unimaginable

         24  horror that resulted from the brutal conditions of

         25  the Nazi imprisonment but persevered through all the
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          2  barracks to ensure that all surviving prisoners

          3  received the medical attention they needed; and

          4                 Whereas: Mr. Shapiro was recently

          5  awarded with Poland's Official Cross of Merit, one

          6  of Poland's highest honors, for his valiant efforts

          7  in helping defeat the Axis powers and liberate the

          8  imprisoned; now, therefore:

          9                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         10  City of New York honors ANATOLY SHAPIRO for his

         11  exceptional service in protecting the well-being of

         12  all mankind.

         13                 Signed this 20th day of April in the

         14  year Two Thousand and Five, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         15  for the Entire Council.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: And I just want to

         17  note that Mr. Shapiro is wearing right now the Order

         18  of Merit from Poland that he was issued for his

         19  extraordinary valor and dedication. He's 89 years

         20  old, right? Ninety-two years old. Ninety-two years

         21  old, but he seems much younger, and we very much

         22  thank you for your service to the people of the

         23  world.

         24                 MR. SHAPIRO: (Through an Interpreter)

         25  On January 19th, '45, he, together with his
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          2  battalion, came to concentration camp Auchwitz.

          3                 He, as a soldier of the war, saw many

          4  terrible things. What they saw in Auchwitz was

          5  terrible. It is impossible to say in words what was

          6  seen here.

          7                 Many people thought they came, the

          8  Jewish German army went away and they came to

          9  Auchwitz without weapons, but it was not true.

         10                 They saw 7,000 skeletons. They were

         11  not like people. Skeletons, and they cannot even

         12  move their heads. They were very weak. And they

         13  asked the people who are they? What was their

         14  nationality? They say that they there from France,

         15  from Poland, from other countries, but no one Jewish

         16  was among them, because all Jewish people they're

         17  dead already to this time.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Can I say

         20  something?

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Sure.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: I just want

         23  to thank Mr. Shapiro for coming today. And tell you,

         24  on behalf of myself and Mark Divinovich, my District

         25  Leader, okay, we appreciate all that you have done,
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          2  and recognize the dedication you have given so

          3  America could be liberated.

          4                 Thank you, very much.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you very much.

          6  Thank you very much, both of you. Thank you.

          7                 My colleagues, we have one more

          8  special presentation. This is a particularly special

          9  presentation. I'd like to ask Council Member Brewer

         10  to come up. Council Member Brewer, we have some very

         11  special guests. And this is, I want to just note,

         12  that we have a proclamation, and we have a

         13  proclamation in Braille.

         14                 This is the first time a City Council

         15  has ever issued a proclamation in Braille. Gale

         16  Brewer is always at the forefront, and we are very

         17  honored that she has the special guests here with us

         18  and I'll ask her to introduce them.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

         20  much.

         21                 We have Fran Freedman and Dr. Betty

         22  Bird from Lighthouse International. I'll ask them to

         23  introduce the other guests. This is a very special

         24  day because it is the hundredth anniversary of

         25  Lighthouse International.
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          2                 Lighthouse International has been an

          3  institution for a hundred years, and it is a place

          4  that helps people of all ages, the partially

          5  sighted, visually impaired or blind. And it is a

          6  place that has pioneered technology, has pioneered

          7  accessibility, and who has pioneered in our recent

          8  past, the last two months, the first accessible

          9  traffic crossing that is an instrument that is very

         10  useful to all of us, to all New Yorkers.

         11                 So, I believe I want to turn this

         12  over to the Speaker and we'll have the material

         13  read.

         14                 I just want to add that on

         15  everybody's desk is also a large print version of

         16  the proclamation.

         17                 Mr. Speaker.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Council

         19  member, and to all of my colleagues at Lighthouse

         20  International, thank you for your hundred years of

         21  service.

         22                 We would ask the clerk to read the

         23  proclamation.

         24                 CLERK: The Council of the City of New

         25  York, Proclamation.
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          2                 WHEREAS: The Council of the City of

          3  New York is proud and pleased to honor Lighthouse

          4  International, a leading resource worldwide in

          5  overcoming the challenges of vision loss, as it

          6  celebrates 100 years of leadership; and

          7                 WHEREAS: Lighthouse International, a

          8  New York City "institution" for 100 years, is the

          9  largest provider of comprehensive vision

         10  rehabilitation services in New York State, offering

         11  a broad range of vision rehabilitation, counseling

         12  and employment services; and

         13                 WHEREAS: Lighthouse International

         14  helps people of all ages who are blind or partially

         15  sighted, in all five boroughs of New York City, Long

         16  Island, Westchester and the Hudson Valley, lead

         17  independent and productive lives; and

         18                 WHEREAS: Lighthouse International has

         19  pioneered work in cutting-edge vision rehabilitation

         20  services, professional training and public

         21  education, vision science and psychosocial research,

         22  prevention of vision loss, and advocacy to ensure

         23  equal access to the Internet and to all of

         24  mainstream society for people who are blind and

         25  partially sighted; and
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          2                 WHEREAS: The work of the Lighthouse,

          3  in partnership with organizations locally,

          4  regionally, nationally and internationally, has

          5  forged new options and opportunities for people with

          6  impaired vision and the professionals who serve them

          7  around the globe; now, therefore

          8                 BE IT KNOWN: That the Council of the

          9  City of New York salutes Lighthouse International

         10  for 100 years of providing hope when vision fails

         11  and proclaims today as

         12                 Lighthouse International 100th

         13  Anniversary Day

         14                 In recognition of the continued

         15  efforts of its Board of Directors, staff,

         16  volunteers, the people it serves and the New York

         17  City philanthropic community to sustain the

         18  Lighthouse for the next 100 years.

         19                 Signed this 20th day of April in the

         20  year Two Thousand and Five, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         21  for the Entire Council; Gale A. Brewer, Council

         22  Member, 6th District, Manhattan; Eva Moskowitz,

         23  Council Member, 4th District, Manhattan.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: We are so honored to

         25  have the opportunity to honor you for 100 years of
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          2  service, not just to the people of New York City,

          3  but the people of the world. We have Dr. Betty Bird

          4  here, who is the Senior Vice President.

          5                 We would ask you, Dr. Bird, to say a

          6  few words, if you would.

          7                 DR. BIRD: Thank you very much,

          8  Councilman Miller, and Councilwoman Brewer for this

          9  honor.

         10                 On behalf of everyone at Lighthouse

         11  International, I thank you very much.

         12                 The Lighthouse has been pleased to be

         13  a part of the history of New York City for 100

         14  years.

         15                 The City has been a welcoming and

         16  supportive home for our 100,000 people who have

         17  learned to take charge of their lives and live with

         18  vision impairment.

         19                 Thank you very much.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Dr. Bird.

         21  And thank you, all Lighthouse International. Thank

         22  you so much.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I would like

         24  to call to order the Stated Meeting of April 20th,

         25  2005.
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          2                 All rise. Pledge of Allegiance.

          3                 (Pledge of Allegiance.)

          4                 Roll call.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Arroyo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

         20                 (No response.)

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All rise for

         14  the Invocation from Rabbi Jonathan Glass.

         15                 RABBI GLASS: Thank you, Madam Public

         16  Advocate.

         17                 Men and women of the City Council,

         18  the upcoming holiday of Passover is an occasion that

         19  has given people hope through the ages. It testifies

         20  that no matter how long people may have suffered

         21  from slavery and oppression, that the Almighty hears

         22  their cry and will respond.

         23                 We pray that God will respond

         24  similarly to all the present turmoil going on in the

         25  world, and may he bless the Council, that it will
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          2  carry on its hallowed work of liberty and justice

          3  for all.

          4                 Amen.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Speaker

          6  Miller.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, I

          8  would like to ask you to stand up again and join me

          9  in a moment of silence.

         10                 Since last time we met we lost

         11  Sergeant Angelo Losada, Jr., of Brooklyn. He was

         12  killed in Bagdad this past weekend.

         13                 We also mark today the sixth, I

         14  believe sixth anniversary of Columbine, and all the

         15  lives that were lost there.

         16                 And also, I just want to note for our

         17  prayers and our reflection that today we are naming

         18  a street after our friend and colleague, Mary

         19  Pinkett. And her husband, William Pinkett, is here.

         20  We thank him for joining us. And as we observe a

         21  moment of silence in memory of those who have

         22  passed, I hope you will join me in prayers for their

         23  souls and for our City, and our country and the

         24  world.

         25                 (Moment of Silence observed.)
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Koppell, could you spread the invocation?

          5  Sorry.

          6                 (Council Member Koppell spreads the

          7  invocation in full upon the record.)

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Adoption of

          9  Minutes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Messages and

         12  Papers from the Mayor.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         15  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 466. On page

         17  one through M 520 on page eight.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Referred to the

         19  Committee on Transportation.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

         21  and Communications.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         24  Call-Ups.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

          3  Communication from the Speaker.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Before I say anything

          5  else, I want to note that we have a number of

          6  representatives of the Dominican Republic Press who

          7  have joined us here today. We thank them for being

          8  here and for their work bringing our country and our

          9  City closer with the people and nation of the

         10  Dominican Republic.

         11                 And Miguel, of course, thank you for

         12  whatever it is that you're doing now.

         13                 My colleagues, we're passing a number

         14  of important pieces of legislation today to

         15  recognize Earth Week and Earth Day, to bring cleaner

         16  air to our children and to our residents and they

         17  are good news.

         18                 But, of course, the first thing that

         19  we will do today is to consider the matter of the

         20  Ethics Committee charges against Council Member

         21  Jennings.

         22                 I want my colleagues to understand

         23  that this matter has been laid aside and is not

         24  being handled as far as the regular General Order

         25  Calendar, in order that Council Member Jennings
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          2  should have ten full minutes in order to say

          3  whatever it is that he wants on this subject, and

          4  other members are also entitled to up to ten minutes

          5  of remarks. Although not required to make ten

          6  minutes of remarks, you are allowed up to ten

          7  minutes of remarks.

          8                 The matter will be voted upon as a

          9  laid aside. The Committee report will be filed, so

         10  that it becomes part of the record of the City of

         11  New York, and then the resolution is the matter in

         12  which we consider the penalties against Council

         13  Member Jennings for the findings of that report.

         14                 I want to say this, that I think that

         15  this Council owes a tremendous debt of gratitude to

         16  the members of the Standards and Ethics Committee,

         17  who devoted hundreds of hours to this process, in

         18  order to make sure that Council Member Jennings

         19  received his due process rights, that the

         20  complainants were treated fairly and appropriately,

         21  and to make sure that every member of this Council

         22  and every citizen of this City knows that all of us

         23  in the Council have zero tolerance for harassment or

         24  discrimination of any kind.

         25                 This is the process that we have for
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          2  this. There is no other body that can consider these

          3  charges. There is no other means for us ensuring

          4  that those words have real meaning, other than to be

          5  committed to a fair process that provided for the

          6  members of Standards and Ethics Committee to hear

          7  the charges, for Council Member Jennings and his

          8  attorney to be able to cross examine witnesses, and

          9  for us to reach this point now where we consider the

         10  penalty that has been recommended by the Committee.

         11                 And I will say that I think the

         12  penalty sends a clear message that this Council has

         13  zero tolerance for sexual harassment or

         14  discrimination of any kind, and I encourage my

         15  colleagues on the Council to support it. And I thank

         16  my colleagues who served on the Ethics Committee for

         17  their extraordinary dedication, particularly the

         18  Majority Leader Councilman Joel Rivera, who chaired

         19  those proceedings, and who did a tremendous job of

         20  ensuring their fairness, and their final

         21  consideration.

         22                 Thank you, Council Member Rivera, and

         23  all of my colleagues on the Committee.

         24                 With that, we move now to the Reports

         25  of the Standing Committees, but before we will
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          2  consider the General Orders, we will consider the

          3  matter that will be laid aside.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          5  Member Moskowitz.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Thank you,

          7  Madam Public Advocate.

          8                 I ask for unanimous consent to vote

          9  on all matters on the General Order Calendar, as

         10  well as all matters laid aside, and all resolutions.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: I vote aye

         13  on all. Thank you.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  Member Seabrook.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Thank you,

         17  Madam President.

         18                 With unanimous consent, I would like

         19  to vote on all General Orders, and all Call-Ups, and

         20  all laid aside, and all general resolutions.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: I vote aye

         23  on all.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Report of

         25  Special Committees.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

          4  Standing Committees.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          6  Committee on Contracts.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

          8  over.

          9                 I'm sorry, you have to tell me Intro.

         10  521-A. Is amended and laid over.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         12  Committee on Education.

         13                 Intro. 428-A.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         15  on the General Order Calendar.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         17  Reso 942.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         19  General Order Calendar.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         21  Committee on Environmental Protection.

         22                 Intro. 414-A.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         24  on the General Order Calendar.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 415-A.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

          3  on the General Order Calendar.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 416 and

          5  417-A.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

          7  on the General Order Calendar.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 428-A.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         10  on the General Order Calendar.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         12  Resos 937, 938, 939, 940, 942.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: All coupled on the

         14  General Order Calendar.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         16  Committee on General Welfare. Intro. 535-A.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

         18  over.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 534-A --

         20  excuse me -- 543-A.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

         22  over.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         24  Committee on Health.

         25                 Intro. 328-A.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

          3  on the General Order Calendar.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 329-A.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

          6  on the General Order Calendar.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          8  Reso 936.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         10  General Order Calendar.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         12  Committee on Land Use.

         13                 LU 379 and companion Reso 943.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         15  General Order Calendar.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 399 and

         17  companion Reso 944.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         19  General Order Calendar.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 441 and

         21  companion Reso 945.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         23  General Order Calendar.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 443 and

         25  companion Reso 946.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          3  General Order Calendar.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          5  Committee on Parks and Recreation.

          6                 Intro. 613.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          8  General Order Calendar.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         10  Committee on Standards and Ethics.

         11                 Preconsidered M 521.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: The matter is laid

         13  aside, and received, ordered, printed and filed.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         15  Reso 947.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: The matter is laid

         17  aside.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Matters Laid

         19  Aside (sic).

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

         21  --

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Sorry. This

         23  is going to be Discussion of Matters Laid Aside.

         24                 Council Member Rivera.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you very
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          2  much, Madam Public Advocate.

          3                 My colleagues, today I really want to

          4  take this opportunity to really commend the work of

          5  the Standards and Ethics Committee for the job that

          6  they did.

          7                 It's very difficult to move forward

          8  for nine months with hundreds of hours of time being

          9  invested of our personal lives and our public lives

         10  away from our communities and our districts that we

         11  were elected to represent to handle such a serious

         12  and sensitive matter.

         13                 But, as frustrating as it was, it's

         14  our responsibility as Council members, as duly

         15  elected members of the City Council of the City of

         16  New York, to ensure that justice gets served.

         17                 So, as elected officials, we have to

         18  always look inside ourselves and say, what are we

         19  doing? We have to make sure that we seek the truth

         20  in any single case that's coming before us, and we

         21  have to make sure we give due consideration to both

         22  sides, in fairness to both sides.

         23                 The Committee itself, we called eight

         24  witnesses. Council Member Jennings had called 20

         25  witnesses, including himself. There were over 104
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          2  hours of testimony given to the entire Committee on

          3  Standards and Ethics.

          4                 There are over 3,800 pages of

          5  transcripts. Thirty-eight hundred pages. In

          6  addition, the Committee showed its commitment to

          7  fundamental fairness and due process in the time and

          8  care it took throughout the entire investigation,

          9  the hearings and the deliberations, including many

         10  days that, unfortunately, the respondent found it

         11  unnecessary to come before the Standards and Ethics,

         12  which actually took more time out of each Committee

         13  member's lives and out of their districts.

         14                 A Committee report was produced that

         15  provides each and every single one of you all the

         16  relevant testimony that took place before the

         17  Committee.

         18                 The report also contains the

         19  Committee's findings and conclusions that were

         20  reached after many hours of exhaustive discussion

         21  and debate.

         22                 The Committee then reached the

         23  unanimous decision on the sanctions before you

         24  today.

         25                 We, as Committee members, were
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          2  scrupulous in ensuring the due process of Council

          3  Member Jennings, and to afford all witnesses a full

          4  opportunity to make charges or to rebut the charges.

          5                 The Committee carefully considered

          6  testimony of each and every single witness that was

          7  presented by both sides and weighed each witness's

          8  testimony in making its findings.

          9                 My colleagues, I know that this is a

         10  very difficult and sensitive issue before you today.

         11  But as I said earlier, it's our responsibility to

         12  make sure that we put forward a punishment that fits

         13  the crime.

         14                 I strongly recommend the adoption of

         15  the resolution proposed, because what we have here

         16  is something that was unjust, that was committed,

         17  that we have to make sure we penalize. And I believe

         18  that the Committee has spent an enormous amount of

         19  time in making sure that we listen to both sides.

         20  And I understand, as difficult as it may be, we do

         21  have a responsibility ladies and gentlemen.

         22                 And I'm urging everyone to follow and

         23  heed the recommendation of every single Committee

         24  member that spent so much time, again, an enormous

         25  amount of time, hearing out this case, for months
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          2  within the Committee hearings, and hearing so much

          3  testimony.

          4                 So, ladies and gentlemen, thank you.

          5  I want to commend each and every single Committee

          6  member, because they gave their 110 percent support

          7  toward the Committee. Thank you.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member Barron.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you very

         11  much, Madam Chair.

         12                 This was probably the most difficult

         13  decision that I had to make in the City Council, but

         14  I find it ironic that now you're calling on me to be

         15  the jury, but I couldn't be invited to the trial.

         16  And I'm not here --

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         18  please, until after the Council member speaks.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I'm not here

         20  to defend Allan Jennings. I'm not here to accept

         21  right or wrong what's in the report. The stuff I

         22  read is disturbing. But I don't know whether it was

         23  true, because I couldn't come to the trial.

         24                 And I say to each and every one of us

         25  sitting here, irrespective of how you feel about
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          2  Allan Jennings, and nobody is a greater protector of

          3  women's issues, and particularly black women, than I

          4  am, but I want you to be careful on how you vote

          5  today. At least abstain. Any time you start a

          6  process that's in the media before you even tell a

          7  person that they're charged with something, and in

          8  the media the day after that, and in the media at

          9  the end. The final conclusion, I learned about it on

         10  New York 1 after a ten, twelve o'clock meeting at

         11  night, and it's on New York 1 in the morning. Would

         12  any one of us want to be treated like that?

         13                 It doesn't matter whether he's

         14  innocent or guilty. I don't know, if any of that

         15  happened, he needs help. But I say this, that when

         16  you proceed in the way that this has proceeded, no

         17  committee in the City Council, none, disallows us to

         18  attend their hearings and then asks us to make a

         19  decision. It's like the judge having a bench trial

         20  and then telling the jury, you can't come to the

         21  bench trial, but now you can make a decision on the

         22  final conclusion.

         23                 Secondly, any time the Council can

         24  hire a high-powered prosecutor, former US Attorney,

         25  and then when any member here comes to the Council

                                                            57

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  for legal assistance, you have to come out of your

          3  pocket. Just suppose you're accused and you're

          4  innocent. Just suppose, like we're supposed to be

          5  innocent until proven guilty. Not convicted in the

          6  media, not have a high-powered prosecutor prosecute

          7  you, any one of you this could happen to, and you

          8  get no legal assistance.

          9                 I have serious problems with how we

         10  proceeded. They say trust your colleagues. I don't

         11  mistrust my colleagues. Eight members - five white,

         12  two Latinos, one African-American. Three from

         13  Queens, and we have issues with him in Queens. We

         14  are imperfect. I don't know how people personally

         15  feel, but I know we are imperfect human beings. So,

         16  we have to do everything we can to protect fairness,

         17  protect fairness. I want to recommend to us that not

         18  only we abstain from this. We recommend that, we

         19  should recommend that other issues that come down.

         20  We have another case that might come before us. We

         21  need to be included in it.

         22                 You have eight. Let the other 43 come

         23  and go as they please during the course of the

         24  trial. Because when people make proclamations, I

         25  want to see their face. I want to hear their tone. I
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          2  want to see their body language. I don't want to sit

          3  there for the whole nine months. But just like we

          4  don't sit there for every hearing in our Committee,

          5  but we go there for the important parts of those

          6  hearings so we can make intelligent decisions, we

          7  should have been able to do that as well in this

          8  process here.

          9                 My vote no is against the process.

         10  And I think we should get it right. We should

         11  include us in the process. That any Council member

         12  here that needs legal assistance, when you're

         13  accused, you should be given assistance by the

         14  Council, just like the Council can get a

         15  high-powered prosecutor.

         16                 Even the State gives you a

         17  court-appointed lawyer if you can't afford one. So,

         18  I think that the process is bad, and it's setting a

         19  bad precedence.

         20                 I'm not here to defend or to say

         21  anyone is innocent or guilty, because I just don't

         22  know. And if you just read, if you just read the

         23  transcript, not even the transcript, if you read the

         24  report, you'll see things, and I have people calling

         25  me up already saying, did you hear what he did? Do
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          2  you know? People don't even know what really

          3  happened.

          4                 So, for those who had the opportunity

          5  to sit there in the whole trial, I'm sure they're

          6  convinced. But to me, I think we need to abstain

          7  from this and we need to get it right. Because you

          8  may get Jennings today, but they may come for you

          9  tomorrow the same way.

         10                 Thank you very much.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         12  Member Jennings.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Thank you,

         14  Madam Public Advocate, for this opportunity.

         15                 Before I begin, I would like to thank

         16  Council Member Barron for his statement. It was very

         17  eloquent. I don't think I could do a better job than

         18  he has done.

         19                 My friends, my colleagues, the people

         20  of New York, and to God above, who is watching all

         21  the time, I have a confession to make. I am a

         22  sinner. And throughout my life, I have committed

         23  many sins. But the sins that I'm accused of today I

         24  did not commit. I am innocent.

         25                 Awhile ago you heard from the
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          2  Speaker, and you heard from the Majority Leader

          3  about the fairness of the process. This process was

          4  far from fair. No way fair from the beginning til

          5  the end.

          6                 First of all, let me just take the

          7  people of New York back two years ago. When I ran

          8  for reelection to the City Council, I was taken to

          9  court, along with all the people on my campaign for

         10  fraud. And the Supreme Court Justice, Janice Taylor,

         11  after having a three-week trial to determine that my

         12  campaign and me, everyone in the campaign committed

         13  fraud, and she talked about things in her 18-page

         14  Opinion that didn't even exist in the transcript.

         15                 We went to court, to the Appellate

         16  Division to overturn the Decision, and the Decision

         17  came back in a five to zero decision. And in the

         18  Decision it was written, Councilman Jennings

         19  committed no fraud, and neither did anyone in this

         20  campaign, and I was put back on the ballot and I won

         21  my reelection and I was here today.

         22                 But during that process, in October

         23  when the Democratic Party in Queens would not

         24  concede, they made a statement from the Executive

         25  Secretary. He said we're going to work on Jennings
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          2  for this next two years. And at that time I

          3  scratched my head and I said what is he talking

          4  about? I had no idea. This was October.

          5                 And then on two days before

          6  Christmas, on December 22nd, I get a call first from

          7  the  Daily News, and the Daily News tells me there

          8  was just a hearing in the Council, I heard it was

          9  secret, and they're talking about you.

         10                 Then I got a call later from another

         11  reporter, then another reporter. And at first I

         12  thought it was a joke, because I'm hearing from the

         13  newspapers, not from the Council, the General

         14  Counsel of the Council, until I read about it the

         15  next day in the paper where there's a hearing of the

         16  Ethics Committee that's secret about me. Two days

         17  before Christmas. Ruined my family's Christmas

         18  vacation.

         19                 Then they continued to have more

         20  secret hearings without me, without informing me,

         21  without representation of my attorney at those

         22  secret hearings. And then during those secret

         23  hearings that are supposed to be secret, things are

         24  leaked to the press. Every time they have a secret

         25  hearing, which I'm not invited to, which I don't
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          2  have a representative at that secret hearing, what

          3  happened at that hearing are excerpts is

          4  conveniently leaked to the press.

          5                 Then they bring the charges in June.

          6  Let's continue a little bit more the process before

          7  I go into the charges.

          8                 During these secret hearings, when my

          9  attorney and I are present, they have Loretta Lynch,

         10  the Prosecutor, and she is not just a prosecutor

         11  we're told, but she is the advisor to the Committee.

         12                 My colleagues, the people of New

         13  York, have you ever heard of a courthouse and where

         14  you have a judge and a jury and the prosecutor is

         15  not just the prosecutor, but the advisor to the

         16  Jury? The advisor to the judge? We would not stand

         17  for it anywhere in America, not in Mississippi in

         18  1950, not in Texas in 1920, why are we letting this

         19  happen today in 2005 in New York City?

         20                 When my attorney makes motions, my

         21  attorney and I are asked to leave the room, and we

         22  have to leave the room while the Committee members,

         23  and the prosecutor think about the motion, and we

         24  get called back in the room, after they've had their

         25  secret hearings, and then we are told our motion is
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          2  denied. If you look in the transcript you'll find

          3  instance after instance after instance where that is

          4  happening.

          5                 This process is not fair at all, and

          6  if Judge Janice Taylor, who is a Supreme Court

          7  Judge, could make a decision that is political, what

          8  happens when you put a room of politicians, a bunch

          9  of politicians in a room together to be a judge,

         10  you're going to get nothing but a political

         11  decision.

         12                 During the course of the trial issues

         13  came up, for example, the ADR report, from the ADR

         14  Jams, the Special Investigator, that was hired by

         15  the Speaker and which was paid $20,000.

         16                 As you know, those of you who are

         17  attorneys and those of you who watch Law and Order

         18  or any other law programs, you'll know, and those of

         19  you who are familiar with the court system, how it

         20  works, any time you have a detective interview

         21  witnesses or any accusers, the defense gets an

         22  opportunity to cross examine the detective. Why?

         23  Because you want to find out if there's

         24  inconsistencies with the statements they made to an

         25  investigator on one day, and what they're saying now

                                                            64

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  on trial today.

          3                 They denied me that right to cross

          4  examine the investigators with no explanation.

          5                 We would not stand for this in any

          6  jurisprudence court in America, and especially in

          7  these modern times, you do not get a chance to

          8  interview detectives. Does this sound like a fair

          9  trial to you? Anybody watching this on TV today know

         10  that this is absolutely not fair.

         11                 Let's talk about now the accusers.

         12                 Oh, I'm sorry, one more instance in

         13  the trial. One person gets up and states they have

         14  psychiatric problems, and they are prescribed

         15  psychiatric medicine. When my attorney asked her,

         16  well, what's those psychiatric medicines you're

         17  prescribed, they don't know.

         18                 Did you take the pills?

         19                 No.

         20                 My attorney asks for the records of

         21  the psychiatric background on that person, and were

         22  denied.

         23                 If you have a person who's making

         24  these nasty, horrible allegations, and these

         25  allegations are despicable, no doubt about it, and
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          2  they claim that they have psychiatric problems, how

          3  could you deny us the right to bring in the medical

          4  records and check the psychiatric background and

          5  find out what type of psychiatric medicines they're

          6  taking? What's going on in their mind?

          7                 I don't know what psychiatric problem

          8  they have, neither does my attorney, because that

          9  right was denied to us. It would never happen in any

         10  courtroom.

         11                 Now, let's talk about the initial

         12  report, that these individuals went to the EEO in

         13  November of 2003.

         14                 When they went to EEO, they make a

         15  set of certain allegations. When they interviewed in

         16  June they make new allegations seven months later.

         17  From their first set of allegations there is no

         18  discussion of touching and physical activities at

         19  all, and you can get the transcript of the EEO

         20  report. But seven months later they have all this

         21  different, new allegations, after they meet with

         22  Loretta Lynch and Ed O'Malley, Counsel to the City

         23  Council, sitting over there.

         24                 Then when the trial begins, they make

         25  more inconsistent allegations again, over and over
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          2  and over again. And I want you to read the report

          3  which you've read. The report says they found no

          4  corroboration of anything that they said. Not at

          5  all. Not one. What they simply say, that Jennings is

          6  not credible, but those two individuals are. And

          7  they don't say why I'm not credible. They don't

          8  bring up a single line, a single statement that says

          9  he is not credible because he made an inconsistent

         10  statement. Not at all.

         11                 I want you to take note of something.

         12  It's impossible for these women to be credible. The

         13  first lady said, those of you who have been to my

         14  office, said I put her outside in the street with

         15  the prostitutes to wait in front of my office.

         16                 My office is in front of a police

         17  station. MTA police right across the street. There's

         18  police cars on the sidewalk, it's impossible for any

         19  prostitutes to be there, and the police lieutenant

         20  came in and testified that there is no prostitutes,

         21  but, yet, they found her credible.

         22                 The other lady states that she met me

         23  in 1988 when I was a District Leader and I was

         24  running for City Council and I made her register to

         25  vote when she wasn't a citizen of the United States,
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          2  and I made her and other illegal immigrants register

          3  to vote, and she wanted to vote and carry my

          4  petitions. But anyone who knows elections, in

          5  September are primaries, you would have to carry

          6  petitions in June.

          7                 Nonetheless, I was in college in

          8  1988. I didn't meet her until 1993. I didn't run for

          9  office for the first time til 1991, and I became a

         10  District Leader in 1992. She was right about that,

         11  because she met me in '93. She didn't meet me in

         12  1988. But, yet, they found her credible.

         13                 Then she made up four voter

         14  registration cards, and each time on her voter

         15  registration cards she said she was Annie N.

         16  Boucher, then she said she was --

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  member.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: -- This name

         20  and that name, using different date of births each

         21  time.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         23  Member, your time is up. You had ten minutes.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: And yet they

         25  found her credible. I find their decision to be
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          2  in-credible.

          3                 I ask you, my colleagues, to stand

          4  for justice, because you know if I was your son, or

          5  if you have children, or you have a brother, you

          6  would not want your brother or your son or anyone in

          7  your family, or anyone that you love, to go through

          8  a trial that is grossly unconstitutional and unfair.

          9                 Thank you. Please vote no.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         11                 Council Member Fidler.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Thank you. I

         13  want to begin my thanking Majority Leader Rivera and

         14  the members of the Standards and Ethics Committee,

         15  in offering them my thanks, and, frankly, my

         16  sympathy, because I think we can all be sure that

         17  the one thing we know is that none of us came here

         18  to work as Council members to do this.

         19                 I want to make a couple of comments

         20  about the process, because that seems to be part of

         21  the issue here.

         22                 The process is flawed, but did

         23  provide Council Member Jennings with essential due

         24  process.

         25                 It took an awfully long time, and I
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          2  think part of that was to bend over backwards to

          3  give Council Member Jennings the opportunity to

          4  present his witnesses and participate fully.

          5                 I think there are some issues that we

          6  need to address, as to whether or not these

          7  proceedings ought to be public or private,

          8  especially if transcripts are going to be released

          9  and people are going to see them, and especially if

         10  the Council Member is going to take it to his own

         11  power to release the names of the alleged victims. I

         12  think that's wrong, and I would ask Rules Committee

         13  Chairperson Comrie to convene a meeting of the rules

         14  Committee so we can look at the process.

         15                 God help us if we ever have to come

         16  back here again for another member, I hope we don't

         17  on every level, but I think we need to fix some of

         18  the flaws in the process.

         19                 And while we're on process, we heard

         20  a very impassioned statement from Council Member

         21  Jennings saying that the government is never in a

         22  situation where they have someone prosecuting their

         23  case and then advising the jurors.

         24                 In 62 counties of the State of New

         25  York, we have a process called "Grand Juries" where
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          2  that is the exact process that occurs, where the

          3  District Attorney both charges the jury as their

          4  legal advisor and presents the evidence to the grand

          5  jury, as well, and the grand jury is empowered to

          6  ask questions of witnesses. So, I don't think the

          7  process is as absurd as the Council member would

          8  have us all believe.

          9                 So, we get to the substance of the

         10  case here, and I, frankly, am inclined to trust

         11  those of my colleagues, the eight of my colleagues,

         12  who were forced to endure hours and hours and days

         13  and hundreds of hours and months, nine months, you

         14  can birth a baby in nine months, of testimony on

         15  this subject.

         16                 The process wasn't perfect, but there

         17  is no question that Council Member Jennings got to

         18  present his entire case, short of putting the

         19  victims on trial, which I don't think he would have

         20  been allowed to do in a court of law anyway, or

         21  shouldn't.

         22                 So, while the process was not

         23  perfect, I will also tell you some of the other

         24  things it was not.

         25                 It certainly was not a rush to
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          2  judgment. It certainly was not, as far as this

          3  Council is concerned, a political witch hunt. And it

          4  certainly wasn't something that any of us wanted to

          5  have happen, because I think I can probably speak

          6  for a vast majority of my colleagues in saying that

          7  we are deeply embarrassed to have a session of the

          8  Council today to have to discuss this, to have to

          9  live with this for months and months and months, and

         10  it demeans the work that we do here to have to

         11  debate these issues and punishment like this.

         12                 So, short of retrying this entire

         13  matter in public, in here in front of all of us,

         14  from beginning to end, what alternative is there

         15  other than to trust the eight of our colleagues who

         16  are designated for the purpose of trying the facts

         17  in this case? I don't see any other alternative.

         18                 The recommendations. Short of having

         19  actually committed a crime, I think it's wrong for

         20  this body to expel a member. The voters of Mr.

         21  Jennings' district have that prerogative. They've

         22  chosen to re-elect him, they'll have that choice

         23  again this September and November.

         24                 I'm not really sure I understand the

         25  logic of stripping him of Committee membership. I do
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          2  think that somewhat disenfranchises his constituents

          3  unfairly, but he does have the right to participate

          4  in every Committee hearing, and, you know, I'm not

          5  going to pick and choose. I'm going to vote for this

          6  entire package.

          7                 I'm going to do it, because I think

          8  Council Member Jennings needs to understand clearly

          9  that his conduct has embarrassed this institution.

         10  And I want to take an aside here. I don't think it

         11  was one of the charges before this Committee, I

         12  didn't have to read the transcript to know that I

         13  would censure him alone for what I saw on videotape

         14  on Channel 5 TV. Because I think it demeans a public

         15  official to be throwing metal objects at reporters.

         16  And that I saw with my own eyes. I didn't need to

         17  come to hear the testimony for that.

         18                 We have very, very serious work to do

         19  in this Council. The fact that we're standing here

         20  talking about a member's behavior now, it takes us

         21  away from that, and I think that Council Member

         22  Jennings needs to understand, that it's not because

         23  we wanted to do this, it's something he's brought

         24  upon himself.

         25                 Second, I'm reminded of the
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          2  expression that "power corrupts and absolute power

          3  corrupts absolutely."

          4                 Mr. Jennings is a Council member, he

          5  is not a king. And each one of us has to be mindful

          6  of the limitations that we have, the powers of our

          7  office, that we do what we have in our perquisites

          8  and, frankly, I think I would censure him alone for

          9  understanding that he assigned a member of his staff

         10  to the important governmental work of washing the

         11  dishes in his home.

         12                 The third reason, I have to take an

         13  ironic look at the fact that Council Member Jennings

         14  was the Chairman of the Civil Service and Labor

         15  Committee of this Council. Nobody, not public nor

         16  private, has a right to treat an employee in the

         17  manner in which Council Member Jennings has been

         18  found to have treated his. It's wrong. It should

         19  never happen. And to have him serve as the chairman

         20  of a Labor Committee is just another embarrassment

         21  to this body.

         22                 Frankly, for all of those reasons I'm

         23  going to support the findings and the

         24  recommendations of the Ethics Committee.

         25                 Council Member, I wish you God speed.
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          2  I do. Nothing against you personally. You know, I'm

          3  sorry it doesn't please everybody. I don't say

          4  things to please everybody.

          5                 I also, Allan, would wish you the

          6  maturity to accept the responsibilities for your

          7  actions, and wisdom to learn from the egregious

          8  mistakes that you have apparently made.

          9                 I hope we can move forward. I hope we

         10  can move onward. I hope we can move on with the

         11  important work this Council needs to get done.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         13  Council member.

         14                 Council Member Baez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Thank you, Madam

         16  Public Advocate.

         17                 As elected officials we have a

         18  responsibility to our constituents. And as employers

         19  we have a responsibility to our employees. And that

         20  responsibility means fostering an environment where

         21  everyone feels comfortable, regardless of one's

         22  race, sexual orientation, religious beliefs and

         23  gender.

         24                 I am incredibly reluctant to pass

         25  judgment on any one of my colleagues, but I have
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          2  faith and give credence to our Committee on

          3  Standards and Ethics, who worked diligently,

          4  investigated, secured evidence and listened to

          5  testimony from various witnesses.

          6                 Today I ask my colleagues, where is

          7  the justice for the victims who came forward? Thank

          8  you.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  Member Monserrate.

         11                 Pass.

         12                 Seeing nobody else -- oh, sorry,

         13  Council Member Lopez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Thank you,

         15  Madam Public Advocate. And thank you to all of my

         16  colleagues who are going through this process.

         17                 Many of you know that I was the

         18  Council Member who was communicating some of the

         19  information on the alleged disrespect and abuses

         20  committed against some of the women that came

         21  forward and passed that information to me.

         22                 I had never spoken publicly about

         23  this issue to anyone. Every single time that this

         24  issue was raised for me, I went to the appropriate

         25  place. I followed what I understand the ethical
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          2  procedure was for this House.

          3                 Today is the first time that I'm

          4  speaking on this issue to the public, and to

          5  everyone who is listening.

          6                 I would have preferred never to be

          7  put in this situation. I would have preferred never

          8  to confront this situation. But I would like to make

          9  clear that I do not run away from my

         10  responsibilities, as difficult as they may be. And I

         11  don't run away from my responsibilities, even when

         12  people think that for political reasons or election

         13  purposes, you need to be quiet in a given moment. I

         14  never have done it, and I am not going to do it now

         15  or never.

         16                 Today I am sitting here listening to

         17  a series of justification for behavior that is

         18  unjustifiable. And I want to divide this issue in

         19  two aspects.

         20                 Number one, this House has a

         21  responsibility to the public. This is the House that

         22  put in it the trust of the people who elected us to

         23  office. And this is the House that's supposed to

         24  sustain and promulgate laws. Some of those laws deal

         25  with sexual harassment, and inappropriate conduct in
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          2  the workplace.

          3                 Some of those laws speak about having

          4  a society that sustain a true society for humanity.

          5                 Today in this house those laws have

          6  been violated. But they have been violated in two

          7  ways, and I want to make a separation of that

          8  clearly for everyone.

          9                 The first one that I want to point

         10  out clearly is that this House failed. It failed the

         11  women of this City. It failed the women who work for

         12  this House, and it failed every single person out

         13  there who have faith in this institution.

         14                 And why do I say that? Because we did

         15  not move swiftly. Because we didn't stop this before

         16  it becoming a scandal. Because we didn't take care

         17  of the problem that was happening inside.

         18                 I believe that all of us need to take

         19  responsibility for that. I take responsibility. And

         20  I take responsibility, because I understand that

         21  each and every one of us is a member of this House

         22  that is obligated by law and by your own ethics to

         23  stand up when things are wrong and to take

         24  responsibility for the laws that are out there.

         25                 And the law say that if you know, and
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          2  if you are aware of ethics violation, you are

          3  obligated to report it.

          4                 I did that. I just reported what was

          5  told to me. I did not pass judgment of it. But I

          6  report it because that's our responsibility. We did

          7  not act quickly. We did not act appropriately.

          8                 I want to say that I believe it was

          9  not done for maliciously intentions, but I do

         10  believe that the House was dismantled when the new

         11  class came in. And I want to invite this Council to

         12  think very carefully about what term limits does.

         13  Because term limits is connected to the dismantling

         14  of the rules and regulations that run this body at

         15  the time. And training, communication with the

         16  staffers in the office were not happening. Letting

         17  people know what is the appropriate procedure to

         18  follow and the appropriate behavior to follow did

         19  not happen. Thank God we have that in place.

         20                 But we need to understand that

         21  although the House was wrong, although the House did

         22  not fulfill the necessary responsibility, we need to

         23  understand that on that, all of us should take the

         24  shame for that, and thank God we fix it to the best

         25  of our capacity, and we should be proud for the
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          2  second aspect of it, for trying to fix it. With

          3  that, I finish that aspect.

          4                 The second aspect is the personal

          5  responsibility. Each one of us know very well and

          6  very clear that we are not entitled to harass

          7  anybody. And the personal responsibility of the

          8  Council member who engage on that behavior must be

          9  honored, and must admit to it, because the possible

         10  punishment that we put in here is one aspect of the

         11  problem. But when we deal with the true reality of

         12  what happening here, the shame that have been

         13  brought to this House is also about personal

         14  responsibility, and how we treat women in this

         15  society, and how we stand for women in this society.

         16  And it's time for us to comprehend that the issue

         17  have a bigger problem, and it's about our refusal to

         18  admit that we are a society that discriminated

         19  against women, that we are a society that understand

         20  that women don't deserve to be represented, listened

         21  to or defended. And as soon as this society stop

         22  with that, we will see the personal responsibilities

         23  of those individuals who engage in it to be stopped.

         24                 I want to conclude with the following

         25  thing. During the hearing a question was asked of me
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          2  that was reported in the newspaper. And in that

          3  question, I was tried to be impeached in my

          4  reputation. And in that question it was insinuated

          5  because I am openly gay I perhaps have abused or

          6  sexually harassed women. What a homophobic statement

          7  was made during that process. And I want to make

          8  clear today, I am proud of what I am. I am proud of

          9  what I did in regard to this issue. And I am clear

         10  that this House have to vote yes in the

         11  recommendation put forward by the people who

         12  conducted this business.

         13                 In case of Loretta Lynch, I want to

         14  say that that lady is a gentle, professional

         15  individual, and conducted the business of this House

         16  appropriately.

         17                 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. And thank you

         18  to all of you for listening to me.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         20  Member Perkins.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I'm going to

         22  probably make the shortest speech you've heard me

         23  make since I've been here. And I'm going to just say

         24  very simply and clearly that I urge my colleagues to

         25  please support the recommendations of the Ethics
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          2  Committee that's before you.

          3                 This has been a fair process. It's as

          4  fair as fair could get. There were efforts made

          5  above and beyond the call of duty to make sure that

          6  both the so-called defendant and the accusers were

          7  given the opportunity to present their case. I

          8  personally wanted to make sure of that, and my

          9  colleagues in the process wanted to make sure of

         10  that as well.

         11                 We can't be accountable for leaks.

         12  Leaks are always happening in this here body, one

         13  way or another. But the bottom line is that also,

         14  this is not simply about Allan Jennings. This is

         15  about this institution, and whether or not this

         16  institution is going to take a position of

         17  responsibility and leadership when it comes to these

         18  types of allegations, and I think we have to deal

         19  with this very forthrightly and every effort that

         20  needed to be made to have a fair and impartial

         21  opportunity to deal with these issues was done, and

         22  I want to say that I urge you please to support the

         23  recommendations.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Speaker

         25  Miller.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: I ask the clerk to

          3  call the roll on all the items laid aside.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Pass.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I'd like to

         18  explain my vote.

         19                 I am going to vote aye, but I wanted

         20  to say that I have read some of the transcripts,

         21  certainly the material that Allan Jennings has given

         22  me and the material that the Committee has put

         23  forward, and I have listened to many discussions as

         24  to the hours and the fairness of the discussions

         25  within that Committee.
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          2                 It is a very hard decision. I had

          3  worked with Mr. Jennings on getting the Domestic

          4  Workers Bill through the Council, a bill that when

          5  he was Chair of the Labor Committee, he was the

          6  person whom I had to go to in order to get the

          7  rights of domestic workers to be part of an

          8  introduction that the City Council passed, the first

          9  in the country. And it was a struggle, I must admit.

         10                 I think that might have been the only

         11  piece of legislation that went through that

         12  Committee.

         13                 So, I am familiar with the process of

         14  working with him, and it's a challenge. And I feel,

         15  too, that stripping one's committees is a problem

         16  for the constituents, but having worked with Mr.

         17  Jennings I respect him as a person, but he is often

         18  not at some of those hearings to start with, and I

         19  think the fact that his attendance is something that

         20  for all of us who feel strongly that we, as a body,

         21  need to be at some of these meetings, need to be

         22  participants, it's a challenge. And that's obviously

         23  up to his constituents to decide if that's a problem

         24  for them or not.

         25                 But I do have respect personally for
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          2  Mr. Jennings, but I feel that often he is his own

          3  worst enemy.

          4                 And in the name of support for the

          5  fact that this Committee worked hard, I feel that

          6  the work was done fairly. I vote aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Madam

          9  Chairman, I just want to explain my vote. Just so

         10  everybody knows, I just want to get clarity on how

         11  we're proceeding, because we don't normally proceed

         12  like this, and I just want to vote no on the items

         13  laid aside.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Madam Public

         16  Advocate, may I please be excused to explain my

         17  vote?

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you.

         20                 This is certainly a very tough

         21  situation to be in. To stand in judgment of one's

         22  colleague is certainly not a comfortable position to

         23  be in, nor one that one would have ever expected to

         24  be in, having been elected to this body.

         25                 I've had to certainly search deeply
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          2  through the materials that have been provided to me,

          3  through conversations with those who have served on

          4  the Ethics Committee, and just trying to put things

          5  into perspective. I fall on the side of the victims,

          6  as has been put before us through the briefing

          7  papers that we've received.

          8                 I am extremely upset, extremely

          9  dismayed at what any employer can do to an employee

         10  in this body.

         11                 We have an obligation to the people

         12  of the City of New York. We have an obligation to

         13  one another and those within our employ to stand

         14  above any, any reproach. And in this case, there is

         15  just too much room for error.

         16                 I can't say whether in fact Council

         17  Member Jennings did everything as was stated in the

         18  papers that we received. But what I can say is that

         19  a hostile work environment was created in that

         20  office. And that no one employed in this day and age

         21  would level charges as such as what I've read unless

         22  something definitely took place that created that

         23  environment.

         24                 Having said that, I know that there

         25  are other women in the City of New York who are
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          2  right now in similar situations with their

          3  employers, and I want to say that the statement that

          4  we make here today is that it's unacceptable. We

          5  will not abide by this.

          6                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate. I

          7  vote yes.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          9  Council member.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Madam Public

         12  Advocate, may I explain my vote?

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I, too, am at

         15  a difficult crossroads in this process. Knowing what

         16  I know about the process, and whatever issues you

         17  may have with it, an elected body can never keep

         18  anything away from the media.

         19                 The media has been very active in

         20  this process, as you can see from their presence

         21  here today. They have been involved in this process,

         22  and in some ways have affected this process in a

         23  significant way.

         24                 But whatever is said, or whatever

         25  flaws were in the process, in trying to deal with a
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          2  colleague, and as Council Member Lopez said, with

          3  the newness of term limits, and trying to just

          4  figure out the proper way to proceed, the process

          5  was done as openly and as fairly as it could be. The

          6  process was done with as much protection as it could

          7  be built in, as they could have done under the

          8  circumstances, where people that are questioning

          9  you, with the media chasing you, with media chasing

         10  individuals, with the members who had committed

         11  thousands of hours away from their districts, away

         12  from their other commitments, family, personal and

         13  business.

         14                 In either case, I have to echo what

         15  Council Member Clarke and other members have said

         16  about a hostile work environment. Under any case,

         17  under any situation, what is acceptable for an

         18  elected official as they create a work environment?

         19                 What is acceptable for a public

         20  official in a work environment? What is acceptable

         21  for anyone to treat any human being?

         22                 I think that line has been crossed,

         23  that line has been decimated, and that line is a

         24  line that we should make sure it is never done by

         25  any public official in any course of the time. If it
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          2  had happened in any other sector, in any other

          3  environment, the penalties would be much more

          4  punitive.

          5                 I vote aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: I abstain on

         10  both items.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: May I be

         25  excused to explain my vote?
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you,

          4  Madam Public Advocate.

          5                 I vote yes. I vote yes with sadness

          6  I'm sure shared by my colleagues in my heart. And

          7  best wishes to Council Member Jennings for a better

          8  and brighter future.

          9                 But I vote yes because I cannot

         10  escape the conclusion, the objective conclusion that

         11  the facts as revealed through a process conducted by

         12  persons who acted honorably with integrity for whom

         13  I have great respect, establishes that a hostile

         14  work environment and a misuse of public funds did

         15  take place.

         16                 We cannot legislate justice if we do

         17  not apply justice within our own homes. We owe it to

         18  the victims, and we owe it to the people, to the

         19  women and all the people of the City of New York to

         20  make it clear that sexual discrimination and

         21  harassment will not and cannot be tolerated in the

         22  Council which represents them in any part of our

         23  society.

         24                 No process in the administration of

         25  justice is a perfect process. We have two
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          2  obligations as citizens and elected officials; one,

          3  to meet out individual justice as best as possible,

          4  based on the standards, of this case of the

          5  preponderance of the evidence, which as I said,

          6  objectively has been met.

          7                 But we also have the process, the

          8  obligation and the responsibility to always attempt

          9  to improve and make our processes more perfect.

         10                 And, so, I conclude by endorsing

         11  calls for learning from this experience to ever

         12  improve our process, specifically to reexamine the

         13  closure of the proceedings to consider. And I would

         14  endorse openness to members of this body, if ever,

         15  and hopefully never again, such a process take

         16  place, to provide counsel if it is requested by a

         17  member of this body.

         18                 And, finally, I take exception to the

         19  stripping of being a member of a committee --

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time,

         21  Council member.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: I understand

         23  that. I will conclude.

         24                 Because that decision should be left

         25  to the voters of a district.
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          2                 That being said, for the reasons I

          3  stated earlier, I vote aye on the report presented.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: With gratitude

          6  to the members of the Committee who worked hard and

          7  diligently. Thank you.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I vote yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: May I be

         15  excused to explain my vote?

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you.

         18                 I, as a member of this body, have

         19  not, I have not sat on the Standards and Ethics

         20  Committee, and I know that many of my colleagues

         21  have been talking with each other about this

         22  particular matter, and I say to you, as someone that

         23  has been involved in labor relations for over 22

         24  years, in which I personally have presented cases in

         25  the defense of people in workplace of alleged
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          2  violations, in which hearings have lasted a day,

          3  five days, 28 hearing days with hundreds and

          4  hundreds of pages of documentation, and if you have

          5  never attended those hearings, then, you know, you

          6  cannot say I'm going to substitute my judgment for

          7  that of the particular panel that's hearing the

          8  case.

          9                 When people talk to me about

         10  innocence or guilty of people that are alleged to

         11  have committed a crime in the criminal arena, and I

         12  ask them a question, have you ever sat on a jury?

         13  Because if you've never sat on a jury, you really

         14  don't know.

         15                 Have you ever deliberated? If you

         16  haven't, you really don't know until you deliberate.

         17  And I say to my colleagues here today, the remaining

         18  ones that have not voted yet, we had our colleagues

         19  that sat as the panel that was hearing this

         20  particular matter, and they came up with a finding

         21  of being guilty of certain allegations, and they put

         22  forward the proposed penalty. Are you willing to

         23  stand up and say that you're going to substitute

         24  your decisions for that of the panel not having hear

         25  the evidence, regardless of whether or not you feel
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          2  the process should be amended in the future?

          3                 I say to you that I'm not willing to

          4  stand up and say that I'm going to substitute my

          5  judgment for this Committee. And as a result of

          6  that, I vote yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: May I be

          9  excused to explain my vote?

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: This has been a

         12  very disturbing hearing, and it's ironic today that

         13  we're voting on this. It's ironic that we're voting

         14  on this today, particularly in light of the fact

         15  that we're voting at a later point to co-name a

         16  street in Brooklyn after the late Councilwoman Mary

         17  Pinkett. A very strong woman. First African-American

         18  woman who served in this body.

         19                 It's also important to note that a

         20  lot of the alleged victims in this case were women

         21  of color. And, so, as most of you know, women have

         22  been sexually harassed long before there was a word

         23  for it. African-Americans were sexually abused

         24  during slavery. Women, regardless of their race,

         25  have been abused throughout the history of this
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          2  nation and beyond.

          3                 Since industrialization, women

          4  working in factories and offices have had to endure

          5  sexual comments and demands by bosses and co-workers

          6  as the price for economic survival, and emotional

          7  survival.

          8                 All of this conduct really marks the

          9  unequal treatment and the imbalance in our society

         10  and throughout this country of the treatment between

         11  women and males.

         12                 The reason why we have all of these

         13  laws really is a testament to the fact that women

         14  have mobilized for accountability and for change.

         15                 The fact that we are here today

         16  voting on it really demonstrates the power of women,

         17  and the power that women have at the voting box.

         18                 For me the issue is whether or not

         19  the facts outweigh the process. For me the issue is

         20  whether or not the penalty meets the charge. For me

         21  the issue is whether or not I could substitute my

         22  judgment for that of my eight colleagues who served

         23  in a room.

         24                 As an attorney, I recognize that

         25  we've got a significant number of the process allows
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          2  for individuals to do that. I've done my own

          3  fact-finding.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time,

          5  please.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: And, so, I vote

          7  for this proposal here today, because today we

          8  should make the City Council a sexual

          9  harassment-free zone.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: And we vote

         12  today on behalf of women and particularly the women

         13  who --

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  member, please.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: --

         17  Unfortunately have been a victim thereof. I vote

         18  aye. Thank you.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Pass.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: To explain my

         24  vote, Madam Public Advocate?

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: As a member of

          3  the Standards and Ethics Committee, I would like to

          4  thank our Chairman, Councilman Joel Rivera, and all

          5  of my colleagues who sat together for over 104 hours

          6  of testimony. And that is, by the way, my

          7  colleagues, only the hours that were actually on the

          8  record.

          9                 We sat around and waited and had days

         10  and days of questioning and waiting to see when we

         11  would start, in order to be able to have the

         12  testimony. And I think that my colleagues should be

         13  congratulated.

         14                 But I want to just make one thing

         15  clear. We did not treat this like every other

         16  committee in the New York City Council. We treated

         17  this as it was. We treated this as if a man's life

         18  and respect and a man's career was on the line. We

         19  treated this as if two women, or four women who came

         20  forward, entrusted the City Council to do the right

         21  thing. We did not come and go into the Committee

         22  Room. We always had a quorum in that room. If

         23  someone had to leave the room for one instance,

         24  testimony stopped.

         25                 So that in the end the only people
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          2  making the judgments in this case were those that

          3  heard the hours and hours of testimony. No one came

          4  and went as they pleased.

          5                 And I must tell you as a woman, and

          6  as a member of this body, we need to have a way for

          7  women to make complaints. We need to have a way for

          8  anyone who faces any type of discrimination to come

          9  to a legislative body and know that their complaints

         10  will be taken seriously, their complaints will be

         11  taken at times confidentially, and that the hearing

         12  that they will be allowed to say their piece will be

         13  done in a just and fair manner.

         14                 The women's names who complained were

         15  never supposed to come out, and, unfortunately, that

         16  happened. So, yes. Maybe the process is a little

         17  flawed, in that we tried to keep it confidential for

         18  the protection of the women, and in the end, the

         19  names were out there.

         20                 And let me tell you something. As a

         21  woman in this body, if I were a staff member, I'm

         22  not so sure that I would want to come forward now

         23  with a complaint. And that's wrong.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time,

         25  Council member.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Thirty years ago

          3  we didn't have a process like this. We do now. And I

          4  want to thank my colleagues in the New York City

          5  Council.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time,

          7  Council member.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Because I

          9  believe we've done the right thing. I vote aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Madam Chair,

         12  I'd like to explain my vote.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Members of

         15  the house know that I've enjoyed both a friendship

         16  and a professional relationship with my colleague

         17  Allan Jennings. I represented him in court, in his

         18  Election Law proceedings. He has consulted me, I

         19  believe for my advice, not only as a colleague, but

         20  as an attorney, and in thinking about this, I don't

         21  see how I can objectively vote and therefore I seek

         22  to abstain.

         23                 I didn't participate in the

         24  discussions, because I believe that in abstaining I

         25  should not try and influence my colleagues. I
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          2  abstain.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: It seems barely a

          7  slap on the wrist, but in deference to the

          8  Committee, I vote yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Permission to

         11  explain my vote?

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: At this moment

         14  I want to address the women that were offended,

         15  disrespected and abused by what happened here. And I

         16  want to tell to each and every one of them who are

         17  listening or might not be listening, you are

         18  believed in this House, and we believe that you were

         19  treated in ways that were unacceptable. And we know

         20  that perhaps we did not address your complaints as

         21  swift and appropriately possible, but we move, and

         22  we move eventually to make justice for you.

         23                 And to every one of you, I want to

         24  tell you that I personally apologize for being a

         25  member of this House and not moving as quickly as
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          2  was necessary.

          3                 At the same time, I want you to know

          4  that I believe you, and that I know that you did not

          5  lie.

          6                 I vote aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Permission

          9  to explain my vote?

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         12  Madam Chair. It is difficult to pass judgment on a

         13  colleague, and having to put ourself in this

         14  situation. However, after reading the

         15  recommendations from the Committee and trusting the

         16  judgment of the members of the Committee, and more

         17  as a son and as a brother of four sisters, I feel I

         18  have a responsibility to also protect the integrity

         19  of this body and to send a message that all women

         20  should be protected and not having to go through

         21  this process when a complaint arrives in any

         22  workplace.

         23                 Therefore, I vote aye and I hope that

         24  this serves as an example as we move forward in this

         25  body in terms of process and ensuring that we do the
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          2  utmost respectful things when it comes to working

          3  with our colleagues of the other sex.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Abstain.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: May I be

         13  excused to explain my vote?

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: You know, I

         16  just want to make it clear that the victims here are

         17  the women, not the Council member. And that the

         18  process is not guilty. The guilty one,

         19  unfortunately, is our colleague. And it's

         20  unfortunate for the sake of the victims and for the

         21  sake of this institution, which is scarred and

         22  embarrassed at this moment for this having happened

         23  here.

         24                 But I think, on the other hand, it's

         25  a good thing that we're moving forward, and that
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          2  they're moving in a direction that recognizes that

          3  it's not behavior that will be tolerated.

          4                 I vote aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: May I be

          7  excused to explain my vote?

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: I would

         10  like to finish where Council Member Katz could not.

         11                 I agree with her. I think some of

         12  what came out in this record would keep women in the

         13  future from coming forward.

         14                 There was a lot of nasty stuff in the

         15  papers. There were women's names mentioned, and that

         16  should never have happened.

         17                 And I think that puts the process

         18  backward. And, again, that's something that should

         19  not happen.

         20                 You know, there were three women on

         21  this panel, and I think the three of us, I being one

         22  of them, naturally had a special interpretation of

         23  what was going on, because I said it then and I say

         24  it again, that some of the stuff that came out, only

         25  a woman could -- and I don't mean to be sexist when
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          2  I say this, and I think even you guys understand it,

          3  but you have to be a woman to understand how that

          4  woman felt at the time of whatever happened was

          5  happening. So, I was glad that there were three

          6  woman on the panel.

          7                 Also, there were things that we could

          8  never put in a report that you will never know.

          9  There was body language that went on between the

         10  respondent and the panel. There was scorn that you

         11  know you felt. Disrespect for those of us that were

         12  on the panel. And these are the kinds of things that

         13  you can't read into a report, but it was part of

         14  what happened during those many, many hours that we

         15  spent there.

         16                 So, I thank all of you, all of you

         17  that realized and appreciate what we did in that

         18  room. I thank you for voting yes, and I vote yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: May I be

         21  excused to explain my vote?

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: I want to thank

         24  Chairperson Rivera and the Committee for their hard

         25  and serious work on this matter and the literally
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          2  hundreds and hundreds of hours that they took to

          3  study and listen to witnesses and the victims in

          4  this case.

          5                 Sexual harassment in the workplace is

          6  a serious problem in America. It's a serious problem

          7  in New York City and New York State. It's a problem

          8  we have to address head on with the victims as our

          9  first and primary focus. The recommendations of the

         10  Standards and Ethics Committee are the harshest

         11  punishments ever recommended against a member of the

         12  New York City Council in the history of the New York

         13  City Council. That is because the problem of sexual

         14  harassment is so serious, and because the evidence

         15  was so clear that Council Member Jennings had

         16  tragically created a hostile work environment.

         17                 We, as people who represent women,

         18  represent women in the workplace, and who are

         19  elected to make sure this City is one which is free

         20  and treats women equally, have an extra obligation

         21  above even other employers to send a message that we

         22  have zero tolerance for sexual harassment.

         23                 And today, if we enforce this

         24  punishment, the toughest in the history of the City

         25  Council, we have sent that message that in this
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          2  body, as employers in the New York City Council and

          3  as government officials, we will not tolerate a

          4  hostile work environment. We will not tolerate

          5  sexual harassment.

          6                 I want to thank the Committee for

          7  bringing these very strict punishments before us,

          8  and I vote aye on behalf of all the women that I

          9  represent, and I vote aye in the hopes that this

         10  sends a message to Council Member Jennings and to

         11  all people in the workforce that sexual harassment

         12  cannot and will not be tolerated. I vote aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: May I be

         15  excused to explain my vote?

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: First, I'd

         18  just like to thank Joel Rivera and the entire

         19  Committee, for the work that they have done. And we

         20  do appreciate it.

         21                 But I just would like to address a

         22  few things that were said here today.

         23                 One by my colleague Charles Barron,

         24  who I have great respect for, and he said that Mr.

         25  Jennings did not have an opportunity, you know,
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          2  referring to about to hire an attorney. And he said

          3  that if he was in a court of law, he would get a

          4  court-appointed attorney.

          5                 Well, I just want to set the record

          6  straight. He would not get a court-appointed

          7  attorney because let's not forget that Mr. Jennings

          8  makes $90,000 a year. Mr. Jennings, if he wanted to,

          9  could go out and hire an attorney.

         10                 If there's a problem with the

         11  process, then that's what we have to correct, look

         12  at and correct for future dealings.

         13                 But I just want to set the record

         14  straight. And we cannot tolerate any woman being

         15  abused. And when I hear Mr. Jennings talk about

         16  think about if this was your child, I am thinking

         17  about if this was my child. I have three little

         18  girls, and God forbid if an elected official ever

         19  did what he's accused of doing. It's a shame that

         20  he's not being expelled. And I stand up in saying

         21  that this is only a slap on the wrist. And I request

         22  that this be turned over to the District Attorney's

         23  Office for further investigation.

         24                 How do you vote?

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: How do you
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          2  vote?

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye. Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: I vote aye, with

          6  my thanks to the Committee that I know spent an

          7  enormous amount of time and energy and soul

          8  searching to reach this conclusion. I may support

          9  Council Member Recchia in saying that we didn't go

         10  far enough, but I think I want to support firmly my

         11  colleagues that served on the panel. Thank you. I

         12  vote aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: I vote aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Permission to

         17  explain my vote, Madam?

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you.

         20                 I just wish to say that I know this

         21  Committee, and I want to thank Joel Rivera for

         22  serving as the Acting Chair. I know the integrity of

         23  the members, I know their dedication, I know their

         24  sensitivity to the issue, and I know how they were

         25  committed to fact finding, how they were committed
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          2  to a fair, a very justifiable hearing, and there was

          3  every occasion and every opportunity to hear from

          4  the respondent.

          5                 I chaired one part of the hearings,

          6  and I must confirm with Madeline Provenzano, there

          7  was arrogance to the Committee, and I would like my

          8  colleagues to all know that. Because we did not

          9  manufacture these facts. We did not make them up. We

         10  were very deeply sorry that this Council has had to

         11  deal with this issue, but I have the greatest

         12  respect for the Committee and I do say if there is

         13  something that needs to be corrected about the

         14  process, then we will look at that.

         15                 But we owe a thanks to the Committee,

         16  to the Acting Chair, because they have maintained

         17  the integrity of this body. And I thank you for

         18  that.

         19                 I vote yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: May I be

         22  excused to explain my vote?

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: First of all,

         25  I have a couple of questions that I would like to
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          2  have resolved before ever making judgment on my

          3  colleagues.

          4                 All that I have read is very

          5  disgusting and disturbing, as far as the report is

          6  concerned. However, I would like to know if our

          7  action would preclude further action in any court of

          8  law? Would this end any action, as far as Mr.

          9  Jennings is concerned?

         10                 If we cannot answer that, are we

         11  saying that we are doing to double punish him?

         12                 I understand that the Ethics

         13  Committee may have taken 104 hours to determine

         14  this. And everyone seemed to be talking about that,

         15  that 104 hours, as if because they have done 104

         16  hours, that mean they must come up with some form of

         17  punishment.

         18                 I don't think any one of us would

         19  like to know that those accusations, those

         20  disturbing things in the report, that they actually

         21  take place. I would not like to know that that is

         22  the case. And even if that is the case, I am saying,

         23  I don't think we are in a position to really make

         24  that kind of punishment. I think this should have

         25  been done by the courts and not by us.
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          2                 Secondly, if we ask to pass judgment

          3  to do all of those things without sitting in that

          4  room to see exactly the demeanor of some of those

          5  witnesses, or the demeanor of Mr. Jennings when he's

          6  testifying, I cannot see how in good conscience we

          7  can really vote on this issue, and, so, I abstain.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: May I be

         10  excused to explain my vote?

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: I'm a member

         13  of the Standards and Ethics Committee. I'm not going

         14  to defend our recommendations because our colleagues

         15  know our reputations. We provided a fair forum, and

         16  we voted our conscience. Any allegation otherwise is

         17  despicable.

         18                 I'm not going to defend the process,

         19  it's what exists right now. Does it need to be

         20  changed? Yes, in some instances, and we should do

         21  that.

         22                 I do want to defend the five women

         23  involved, you know, the five complaining witnesses

         24  involved here. You know, people are claiming that

         25  this should have been a public proceeding. Let me

                                                            111

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  point out some simple facts. This was not a criminal

          3  trial. No jail sanction here. This was not a civil

          4  trial, no money to these witnesses. This is a

          5  workplace proceeding. The same as in any other

          6  workplace, say IBM, where a woman comes to an

          7  employer for help. They came to us for help and

          8  that's what we're giving them. And they're entitled

          9  to a place to bring those accusations without their

         10  names being made public.

         11                 You know what? To continue to

         12  complain about the right of these women, to make

         13  these serious sensitive allegations in public, and

         14  to continue even today, today, to say their names

         15  out in public, continues to violate their rights.

         16  And that alone justifies our censure.

         17                 I want to thank all of my colleagues

         18  here for your confidence you've expressed in us, and

         19  I am proud to vote aye for the most serious

         20  sanctions ever voted in the history of this body.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: May I be

         25  temporarily excused to explain my vote?
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: I'm also one

          4  of the eight members of the Ethics Committee, and I

          5  have to tell you, at the beginning of this process I

          6  was a little conflicted about whether it should be

          7  open to the public and to the media. I know

          8  Councilman Jennings had asked for that. But

          9  throughout the process, the reason, and I say this

         10  to my colleagues and the members of the media, I'm

         11  convinced that we made the right decision by keeping

         12  this a closed proceeding.

         13                 However, it was a joint decision by

         14  the Committee, and it was also the right decision to

         15  release the entire transcript from these

         16  proceedings. So everybody should know what went on.

         17                 I say to those colleagues of mine, on

         18  a personal basis, I was not happy about spending

         19  nine months of my life tied up in these proceedings.

         20  But in the end, I'm glad I did because someone had

         21  to and I thought I could judge fairly.

         22                 This was not a case of piling on or

         23  just combining allegations. This was a substantial

         24  case of differentiating between charges that were

         25  substantiated and charges that weren't
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          2  substantiated. And the reason it took as long as it

          3  did, and I know we were criticized in the media

          4  extensively for taking so long, the reason it took

          5  so long is that we really bent over backwards to

          6  give Councilman Jennings his due process, and to

          7  really differentiate between allegations and

          8  substantiations. Not that allegations might not be

          9  accurate, but they weren't necessarily completely

         10  substantiated to the level of taking the type of

         11  action we're taking today.

         12                 So, I'm very proud of my colleagues

         13  who served on this Committee, sacrificed nine months

         14  of their lives for this process. It was not a

         15  perfect process, but all things considered, it was a

         16  fair process, it involved due process, and I

         17  therefore strongly vote aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Madam Public

         20  Advocate, I would like to thank our colleagues, my

         21  colleagues, who serve on the Standards and Ethics

         22  Committee for their difficult and unpleasant service

         23  on this task.

         24                 I want to say to them that while I'm

         25  sure -- well, I'm sure there were flaws in the
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          2  process that they used here, indeed any serious task

          3  can be second-guessed in some of its aspects, and,

          4  in fact, I do think that the Committee, as several

          5  members said, bent over backwards to assure due

          6  process and in thinking about how to do this the

          7  next time, if Heaven forbid there is a next time, I

          8  think that a future committee would want to do that

          9  even less, quite honestly. No judge of a criminal

         10  trial would have given a defendant, this is not a

         11  criminal trial, but if that's the analogy, nobody

         12  would let a defendant drag the proceeding on for as

         13  long as he or she wanted with witnesses that may,

         14  you know, that may be completely irrelevant. So, I

         15  think the Committee did bend over backwards to

         16  assure due process, if that's the way we're looking

         17  at it.

         18                 But to me, the issue for this vote

         19  is, was this a process that got the facts out in a

         20  way that they can be judged, and I think the answer

         21  to that is clearly yes. And it's not just a matter

         22  of trust in our colleagues, this is a report backed

         23  -- an extensive report backed up by thousands of

         24  pages of transcript, and from my review of that, I

         25  do not doubt that Council Member Jennings abused
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          2  some of the employees who worked in his office. And

          3  that conduct, the conduct described in the report is

          4  a stain on the Council that must be responded to.

          5                 I thank my colleagues on the

          6  Standards and Ethics Committed for playing their

          7  part in ensuring that we do that.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time,

          9  Council member.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: And I vote

         11  yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Madam Public

         14  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: I want to

         17  say that in my office there has never been any such

         18  conduct that's placed in that report, and there

         19  never will be. And I agree that we should send a

         20  strong message that a work environment should be

         21  free from that type of hostile activity. But in this

         22  case your judgment is wrong.

         23                 I wanted to let you all know that God

         24  has blessed me throughout my life, and despite what

         25  took place here today, God will continue to bless
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          2  me. And I hold no malice against no man or no woman

          3  in this body.

          4                 I have a Psalm, actually a Bible

          5  verse I'd like to read from first, Peter, the second

          6  chapter, verse 19 through 24.

          7                 "It is a credit to you if being aware

          8  of God you endure pain while suffering unjustly. If

          9  you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what

         10  credit is that? But if you endure when you do right,

         11  and to suffer for it, you have God's approval. For

         12  to this you have been called because Jesus also

         13  suffered for you, leaving you an example so that you

         14  should follow in his steps.

         15                 He committed no sin and in no" --

         16  credit was -- "and no deceit was in his mouth. When

         17  he was abused, he did not return abuse. When he

         18  suffered, the did not threaten, but he entered

         19  himself to the one who judges justly."

         20                 I forgive you all, for you all know

         21  not what you do. Thank you.

         22                 I vote no. And I vote aye on all

         23  other matters in the Council today. Thank you.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Madam Public

          4  Advocate, if I can be excused to explain my vote?

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you very

          7  much.

          8                 First and foremost, I want to thank

          9  Gail Benjamin, Ed O'Malley and John Graham for the

         10  work that they did on behalf of the Committee.

         11                 I want to make it perfectly clear

         12  that the legal advice that we received while the

         13  Committee hearings were taking place came from two

         14  very smart and intelligent individuals, in Ed

         15  O'Malley and John Graham, who are the counsel and

         16  attorney for us. So, to make it perfectly clear to

         17  everyone else, that during the whole entire process

         18  we did follow a fair process.

         19                 I want to thank the entire Council

         20  that you heeded our recommendations, and you heard

         21  our call, and you did so in the faith that we did

         22  our jobs as responsible electives, and I want to

         23  thank you for that vote of confidence, because the

         24  message we are sending here today is a historic

         25  message, sending a clear understanding that women
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          2  all across our City are protected against sexual

          3  harassment and hostile work environment.

          4                 What would have happened if our

          5  colleague sexually harassed women and got away with

          6  it? That means that hundreds and thousands of women

          7  within our City would fear the possibility of coming

          8  out and not getting anything done, and possible

          9  retribution. So I think that the actions we are

         10  taking here today shows that we are responsible.

         11                 In reference to the penalties, while

         12  some may disagree on the severity of the penalties,

         13  I think they are very stringent and I think the

         14  Committee did a very fantastic and phenomenal job.

         15                 Let's look at them for one minute,

         16  one moment here, a $5,000 -- or 20 seconds over

         17  here.

         18                 A $5,000 penalty.

         19                 Mandatory participation in a

         20  Court-certified anger management and gender, racial

         21  and harassment sensitivity training.

         22                 A public censure by this Council.

         23                 Suspension from every single

         24  committee assignment.

         25                 Appropriate monitoring of the Council

                                                            119

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  member's compliance with the Speaker's Policy

          3  Directive on Discrimination, and monitoring of all

          4  his staff terminations.

          5                 That is extremely stringent and I

          6  want to commend all of my colleagues for heeding our

          7  call.

          8                 Thank you. I vote aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Thank you.

         11                 My colleagues, sexual harassment is a

         12  serious problem in workplaces across America. By

         13  leveling the strongest penalty ever assessed against

         14  a City Council member in the history of this body,

         15  this Council today sends a strong message that we

         16  have no tolerance for harassment, for discrimination

         17  of any kind whatsoever.

         18                 I vote aye.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: The vote on

         20  the items laid aside, 43 in the affirmative, two in

         21  the negative and four abstentions. It's adopted.

         22                 Council Member Simcha Felder, would

         23  you like to make your vote?

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: May I be

         25  excused to vote on all the items on the calendar
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          2  resolutions? I have to go back to my district, I'd

          3  like permission.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I vote yes on

          6  all. Thank you.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  Member Brewer.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Me, too. I'd

         10  like to be able to vote on all coupled general

         11  orders and resolutions, and vote aye, because I have

         12  pressing business in the district. Thank you.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         14                 Council Member Gennaro.

         15                 Discussion of General Orders.

         16                 Sorry, Council Member Gennaro.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you.

         18  Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         19                 I guess my comments here mark the

         20  beginning of the new part of the meeting.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Sorry, I

         22  didn't give you much time.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: And I am

         24  happy to be able to share with my colleagues some of

         25  the very good environmental work that under the
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          2  leadership of the Council -- I think it's important,

          3  Madam Public Advocate, that the people listen to the

          4  good work that's being done by this body today. And

          5  under Speaker Miller's --

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          7  Member, I'm sorry. Council Member Gennaro, excuse me

          8  one second.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I have to

         11  remind all the Council members, we have the General

         12  Order Calendar to vote on, so I don't know where

         13  most of you are going. And please listen to your

         14  colleague and be quiet.

         15                 Council Member Gennaro, forgive me.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: No, it's

         17  quite all right, Madam Public Advocate.

         18                 Let me just get in what I can here.

         19                 We are going to be passing the most

         20  sweeping clean air legislation that this Council has

         21  ever done, and I thank particularly Speaker Miller

         22  for his great leadership in offering four of the

         23  five clean air bills that we'll be hearing today,

         24  which will be a great, you know, breath of fresh

         25  air, and permanently change the way we do business
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          2  here with regard to protecting our people from air

          3  pollution.

          4                 Thank you, Speaker Miller. Thank you,

          5  Council Member John Liu for your authoring of the

          6  school bus bill, which will make a fantastic

          7  difference.

          8                 We are also doing some pesticide

          9  legislation, very important pesticide legislation. I

         10  thank Council Member Quinn and Council Member

         11  Moskowitz for their help in this, and on this Earth

         12  Day, on this Earth Week, we can all rest assured

         13  that we are passing the most significant

         14  environmental legislation that this Council has ever

         15  offered up. Unfortunately it will take a back seat

         16  to the rest of what has transpired today.

         17                 I wish to thank --

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         19  please.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Excuse me. I

         21  think I'm owed a little bit here.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Oh, we

         23  stopped the clock. I'm sorry.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: I wish to

         25  thank in a very special way the staff of the
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          2  Committee, particularly Donna DeCostanzo, and

          3  Gelvina Stevenson for all the work that they did. My

          4  own Chief of Staff, Peter Washburn, for of his

          5  diligent efforts on this, and all of those who

          6  worked so hard, including members of the

          7  Administration who negotiated these bills in good

          8  faith.

          9                 And, so, I didn't get to make all of

         10  my comments, but rest assured that we're doing great

         11  environmental work today and I thank everyone.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         13  Member Jackson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Madam Public

         15  Advocate, thank you. I'd like to vote aye on all

         16  matters of voting today. I must leave the Council to

         17  take care of other business. So I vote aye on all

         18  pending matters.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         21  Member James.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Madam Public

         23  Advocate, may I get some order, please.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I've been

         25  asking for order. I don't know what to do besides
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          2  just keep asking for it.

          3                 Please, could you all be quiet.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Please, thank

          5  you.

          6                 I'm rising to speak about Intro. 613.

          7  613, as you know, is the bill to co-name some of our

          8  streets, and I have the honor and privilege today of

          9  sponsoring a piece of legislation to co-name

         10  Washington Avenue from Eastern Parkway to Flushing

         11  on behalf of Councilwoman Mary Pinkett.

         12                 As most of you know, the late

         13  Councilwoman Mary Pinkett first made history by

         14  representing Brooklyn's 35th Council District, as

         15  the first African-American woman elected to the City

         16  Council. She served in that office for 28 years, and

         17  her term ended in 2001 due to term limits.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         19  please.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Thank you,

         21  Public Advocate.

         22                 Councilwoman Mary Pinkett has had

         23  numerous significant achievements in her career.

         24  Most notably, she was known for her tireless work to

         25  represent all New Yorkers. She served on the
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          2  Finance, Education, Land Use, as well as the State

          3  and Federal Legislation Committees. A staunch

          4  advocate for public education, she fiercely defended

          5  Medgar College in the district which still remains

          6  today as a testament for a passion for making

          7  affordable higher education possible for all City

          8  residents.

          9                 As the first Chair of the

         10  newly-established Committee on Aging, Councilwoman

         11  Pinkett used her prominence to fight for adequate

         12  health care, reimbursement for senior citizens, by

         13  passing the Medicare Part B legislation.

         14                 A tenacious fighter, Ms. Pinkett is

         15  also credited for saving thousands of jobs at

         16  Interfaith and Cumberland Hospitals to prevent their

         17  closing and subsequent health crisis in our

         18  community.

         19                 And also Councilwoman Mary Pinkett

         20  was also part of the battle to restore Franklin

         21  Avenue Shuttle to service in 1999.

         22                 In addition to that, Councilwoman

         23  Mary Pinkett was the former President of Local 371.

         24  She had an essential perspective as a woman of

         25  color, which ensured that New York City's diversity
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          2  was also echoed in the Chambers of this great body.

          3                 Take, for example, when she sponsored

          4  legislation --

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time,

          6  Council Member.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: -- That imposed

          8  sanctions with regards to the apartheid South

          9  Africa.

         10                 Today I'd just like, Ms. Public

         11  Advocate, for you to recognize her husband, and I

         12  would like all of my colleagues to give him a round

         13  of applause, to William Pinkett.

         14                 (Applause.)

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: I'd also like

         17  to recognize in the body Ms. Marilyn Mosely, Loretta

         18  Glover, Derek Glover, Judy Blackman, Doretha

         19  Thrower, Darryl Barlow and Ms. Denise Peterson who

         20  were family and friends of Councilwoman Pinkett. And

         21  I would urge all of my colleagues again today to

         22  vote in favor of this. This is a fitting tribute to

         23  the late Councilwoman Mary Pinkett who opened her

         24  door and made it possible for me to serve in this

         25  body.

                                                            127

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member Palma.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Madam

          5  Chairwoman, I would like to be granted permission to

          6  vote on all items on today's calendar.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: I vote aye.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  Member DeBlasio.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Is that a

         12  yes?

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Are you discussing or

         14  are you voting?

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member DeBlasio.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Yes.

         18                 Madam Public Advocate, I just want to

         19  in particular commend Council Member Gennaro and

         20  appeal to all our members to recognize that this

         21  legislation, the environmental legislation is

         22  exactly what this body is here to do, fundamentally

         23  improving the future environment of New York City,

         24  and in light of all the day's events, I think it's

         25  very important that we reflect on the fact that we
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          2  have serious work to do for our constituents, and

          3  this is exactly that type of work. Thank you.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Speaker

          5  Miller.

          6                 No, Council Member Monserrate first.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Thank you,

          8  Madam Public Advocate.

          9                 I just want to draw the attention to

         10  my colleagues on another piece of legislation that I

         11  have had the honor of introducing.

         12                 Malcolm X lived in East Elmhurst,

         13  Queens, and it was 40 years ago this year that he

         14  was assassinated.  His home that was fire bombed is

         15  on 23rd Avenue in East Elmhurst, and this year we

         16  will be renaming that street to Malcolm X Place.

         17                 I want to thank my colleagues for

         18  supporting this measure, and I would encourage all

         19  my colleagues to join me on May 21st on the

         20  commemoration and celebration in East Elmhurst with

         21  his family and enjoying and commemorating the legacy

         22  of this civil rights leader.

         23                 Thank you very much.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member Vann.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes, thank you,

          3  Madam Public Advocate.

          4                 Among the streets that are being

          5  named or renamed, in addition to my support and

          6  respect for Mary Pinkett, we're also naming

          7  Lexington Avenue between Thompkin and Morrisey as

          8  Timothy Stansbury, Jr. Avenue.

          9                 You may recall that Timothy Stansbury

         10  was a young man that was shot and killed by a police

         11  officer on the rooftop. Tragically no indictment was

         12  brought in that case. I'm sure the civil case will

         13  go forward. But justice have not yet been met in

         14  that instance. But at least this body has seen fit

         15  justifiably to rename that street where he lived.

         16  So, the members of the community at least can

         17  express their love and affection for a young man

         18  whose future was very bright, and he will never have

         19  an opportunity to carry that out.

         20                 So, I thank my colleagues for

         21  supporting this measure, and whenever we happen to

         22  be in Bed Stuy, if you happen to be in the area,

         23  you'll see that Timothy Stansbury, Jr. has a street

         24  named after him. He paid a tremendous price for

         25  this, and no other child, no other person, should
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          2  have to pay a price that he paid in order to have

          3  the street named after him.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          6  Member Perkins.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Permission to

          8  vote on all general orders and resolutions.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I'd like to

         11  vote aye on all. And I want to bring to my

         12  colleagues' attention Intro. 628, a local law to

         13  amend the New York City Charter in relation to

         14  allowing non-citizens who are lawfully present in

         15  the United States and residents of New York City, to

         16  vote in all New York City municipal elections and to

         17  renumber the Charter accordingly.

         18                 I would like to urge them to sign on

         19  to this bill. It's a very important bill for our

         20  democracy. Thank you very much.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         22  please. Thank you very much.

         23                 Council Member Vallone.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Madam Chair,

         25  may I have permission to vote on all matters on
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          2  today's calendar?

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Thank you.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          6  member, how do you vote? Sorry.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Aye. He said

          9  aye.

         10                 Speaker Miller.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: If I could just ask

         12  my colleagues, we have some business left to be done

         13  here today. We all like to leave and go to our

         14  districts. We all have pressing matters to take care

         15  of. If we keep our remarks relatively brief, we can

         16  get straight to the roll call, we can all vote, we

         17  can conclude the business of the meeting, and then

         18  when the meeting is over, we can go back to our

         19  districts.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: We have two

         21  more members on the list.

         22                 Council Member Gerson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Public

         24  Advocate, I just want to urge my colleagues to

         25  support the very important environmental pieces of
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          2  proposed legislation we have before us today, Intros

          3  414-A through 428-A.

          4                 I want to commend and thank our

          5  Speaker, Council Member Gennaro, the Environmental

          6  Committee, for with these intros, with these bills,

          7  continuing this Council's commitment to and

          8  leadership for cleaner air, we set a precedent when

          9  we enacted Local Law 77 several months ago which set

         10  the first standards on emissions from construction

         11  sites. Today we expand it to a range of vehicles

         12  which continue to poison our air and harm our

         13  health. This will make a definite difference in

         14  promoting health and saving lives.

         15                 And Madam Public Advocate and my

         16  colleagues, we need to enact these bills and then

         17  continue the effort until we conclude it.

         18                 Following this legislation, we need

         19  to move forward with legislation covering emissions

         20  from ferries, from stationary sources, from all

         21  construction sites. But for this Earth Day this is a

         22  major step forward for cleaner air and better lungs

         23  for all New Yorkers. I urge all to vote aye on this.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member Martinez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Well, Madam

          3  Public Advocate, I was going to vote but the Speaker

          4  has spoken, so I'll wait.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          6  Thank you.

          7                 Seeing nobody else, Mr. Speaker.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: I think we have to

          9  mention that there are various Commissioner of Deeds

         10  on the roll call here; is that correct?

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: I think you just have

         13  to note that we're voting on Commissioner of Deeds.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         15  Order Calendar.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: There we go.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution

         18  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Those were the words

         20  that I was seeking to hear.

         21                 That's coupled on the General Order

         22  Calendar.

         23                 At this point I'd ask the clerk to

         24  call the roll on all items coupled on the General

         25  Order Calendar.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I'd just like

         24  to say that Jim Gennaro is my environmental guru. I

         25  think it's a crying shame that the media was here
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          2  all day for matters that aren't anywhere near as

          3  important as the bills that we're about to pass. I

          4  congratulate Council Member Gennaro for that work.

          5                 I know there won't be a blot of ink

          6  tomorrow in the paper about it, but it's important

          7  and I vote aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Madam Public

         10  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Briefly, I

         13  would like to just thank the family of Mary Pinkett

         14  for taking the time to come down here today, and I

         15  apologize for what went on beforehand, because as

         16  Councilman Fidler said, this is what's important,

         17  and this is what matters.

         18                 But I'd like to thank you for sharing

         19  her with us and with this City, and I understand

         20  that I am here in this body because she paved the

         21  way.

         22                 So, thank you very much, and I vote

         23  aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Madam Chair,

         18  I'd like to explain my vote.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: I want to

         21  commend my colleague, the Chair of the Environmental

         22  Committee, for the legislation we're passing.

         23                 But, unfortunately, the fact that we

         24  need to pass this legislation is a testimony to the

         25  failure, particularly of our federal government, to
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          2  require proper emission standards to all vehicles,

          3  and therefore we're forced here to deal only with

          4  vehicles that are under direct control of the City.

          5                 The federal government should take a

          6  lesson from what we're doing here today, and

          7  understand that the problem of pollution is a

          8  worldwide problem, maybe even leading to the fact

          9  that we have 88 degree temperatures in the month of

         10  April, which is a serious problem that we have to

         11  face and that our federal government is failing to

         12  face.

         13                 I withdraw my request and vote aye on

         14  all

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Madam Public

         23  Advocate, aye on all coupled and all resolutions.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Madam Public

          3  Advocate, if I may, just a few very short brief

          4  remarks.

          5                 I want to also commend Council Member

          6  Jim Gennaro and the staff of the Environmental

          7  Committee. It's because of their hard work we and

          8  generations of New Yorkers to come will breathe a

          9  little bit easier, and everyone knows that

         10  environmentally as New York goes, so goes the rest

         11  of the country. So, this is not only setting the

         12  good standards for New York City, but for the rest

         13  of the country, and so I proudly vote aye on all

         14  matters and thank them for their hard work.

         15                 Thank you.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Madam Public

          8  Advocate, before I go I would like to thank the

          9  Pinkett family for coming down. And I want to thank

         10  them for loaning her to us for so many years.

         11                 And I also want to thank Marilyn

         12  Mosely for being such a good friend and leader in

         13  the district. Thank you. I vote aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: May I be

         18  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: I, too, want

         21  to praise the leadership of my neighboring colleague

         22  Councilman Jim Gennaro for his constant leadership

         23  in the environmental area, and this package of

         24  legislation which I strongly support clearly shows a

         25  tremendous amount of work and a culmination of a
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          2  tremendous policy area and I want to praise him and

          3  I vote aye on all items.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: I say thank

          6  you to Chair Gennaro for this truly meaningful

          7  package of bills. I vote aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: May I be

         10  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I was a

         13  colleague, actually I was a staff person here first

         14  working with Mary Pinkett and I was her colleague

         15  for a few years. So in honor of Mary Pinkett, I'd

         16  like to vote where Mary once stood. She used stand

         17  here and she very often would look this way and you

         18  wouldn't hear her on the mic, and they'd say Mary,

         19  talk back into the mic, but she was a great lady and

         20  she was a great colleague, and she is missed.

         21                 Aye on all. And Mary, if you've been

         22  watching today, pray for each and every one of us.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  I vote aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER:  I vote aye.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

          4  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

          5  vote of 49 in the affirmative, zero negative, zero

          6  abstentions.

          7                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: All items are

          9  referred to the Committee as indicated on the

         10  schedule.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         12  of Resolutions.

         13                 Seeing none, let's vote.

         14                 Resolution 656. All in favor, aye?

         15                 Opposed?

         16                 Adopted.

         17                 Resolution 912. In favor?

         18                 Opposed?

         19                 Adopted.

         20                 Resolution 917. In favor?

         21                 Opposed?

         22                 Adopted.

         23                 Resolution 918. In favor?

         24                 Opposed?

         25                 Adopted.
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          2                 Resolution 919-A. In favor?

          3                 Opposed?

          4                 Adopted.

          5                 Resolution 922.

          6                 In favor?

          7                 Opposed?

          8                 Adopted.

          9                 General Discussion.

         10                 Council Member Gennaro.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

         12  Madam Public Advocate.

         13                 I just want to thank my colleagues

         14  for their accolades, and I think I'm getting a

         15  little too much credit here. Speaker Miller, Chris

         16  Quinn, Eva Moskowitz, John Liu, and all the members

         17  of my committee were very helpful. And we're not

         18  resting on our laurels here. We have being

         19  introduced today Intro. 626. The New York City Water

         20  Supply Protection Act. I won't talk long about it,

         21  but it's being introduced by myself and Speaker

         22  Miller, and it will protect the watershed for

         23  generations to come. It's very worthy of all of our

         24  support.

         25                 Thank you. And thank you, Madam
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          2  Public Advocate.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Gerson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Public

          6  Advocate, I would just like to remind you, Madam

          7  Public Advocate, and all of my colleagues, and all

          8  Council staff that you are invited to join our

          9  Speaker Gifford Miller at a party later this

         10  evening, celebrating the beginning of the Tribeca

         11  Film Festival, from five to 6:30 at the Tribeca Film

         12  Cinema, 54 Varrick Street, just below Canal, at the

         13  corner of Laight. This will not only be fun, but an

         14  important show of support to a very important

         15  cultural and economic engine for our entire City.

         16  So, I hope you'll take a few moments out of your

         17  busy schedule to have a little bit of fun in support

         18  of a good cause.

         19                 Finally, Madam Public Advocate, I

         20  just want to note that with the vote on today's

         21  resolution, this Council has once again reaffirmed

         22  its support for the State of Israel by officially

         23  commemorating Yamahas Mahood (phonetic) as a day for

         24  celebrating the independence of the State of Israel.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,
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          2  everyone. Please.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you very

          4  much.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          6  Member Vann.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes, thank you,

          8  Madam Public Advocate.

          9                 Should the Rules Committee consider

         10  improving the procedure dealing with sexual

         11  harassment and other forms of discrimination --

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         13  please. I can barely hear him.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: I would also

         15  hope to consider rules keeping members in the

         16  Chamber until we adjourn for the day.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         18  Council member.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: In addition to

         20  that, I would like to invite all members to a Select

         21  Committee on Community Development, Oversight

         22  Hearing, tomorrow afternoon at 1:00 p.m., in the

         23  16th floor conference room in 250 Broadway.

         24                 We are focusing on geographically

         25  focused neighborhood approaches to ending poverty,
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          2  if you will, in distressed areas of our City.

          3  Starting a very important discussion, I hope members

          4  will find time at 1:00 tomorrow afternoon to come

          5  by.

          6                 Thank you.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  Member Gentile.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Thank you,

         10  Madam Public Advocate.

         11                 Addressing another episode in the

         12  continuing saga of the Administration's harassing

         13  New Yorkers, I present Intro. 627 for this Council's

         14  consideration. It's a double-parking bill.

         15  Double-parking can be serious, can impede the

         16  traffic flow, but there are many occasions when

         17  vehicles are deemed to be double-parked and are not

         18  really double-parked at all.

         19                 A person pulls up in his car, waits

         20  for another motorist to pull out of a valid parking

         21  space gets a ticket for double-parking as he waited

         22  to park. It's only one example of many.

         23                 This bill will allow for motorists to

         24  stop for up to five minutes before being in

         25  violation of the traffic law. It will provide much
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          2  needed relief to hard-working New Yorkers who are in

          3  the state of anxiety with every action they take on

          4  the road.

          5                 This Administration has put

          6  constituents on pins and needles. The time has come

          7  for the City to stop the incessant overzealous

          8  ticketing of hard-working New Yorkers.

          9                 I say it again: Enough is enough.

         10  Intro. 627. Thank you.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         12  nobody else, we are in recess.

         13                 Oh, Council Member Boyland.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Thank you. I

         15  know we are all ready. This has been a very long day

         16  today. But I do want to make an announcement about

         17  Thursday, May 5th, the Women's Issues Committee will

         18  be meeting for a proposed Intro of 366-A, which is a

         19  local law.

         20                 We will be having a hearing to amend

         21  the New York City Charter in relations to creating a

         22  domestic violence fatality review advisory board.

         23                 I ask that all come to the Committee

         24  Room. Again, that is Thursday, May 5th. And it is

         25  the Women's Issues Committee.
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          2                 Thank you very much, Public Advocate.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

          4  nobody else, we are now recessed.

          5                 (Hearing recessed at 4:00 p.m.)
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