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          1  COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: The Finance

          3  Committee is now in session.  I am David Weprin the

          4  Chair of the Committee.  We have Simcha Felder,

          5  Council member from Brooklyn; Helen Sears, Council

          6  member from Queens; our Majority Leader Joel Rivera

          7  from the Bronx; Council Member Eric Gioia from

          8  Queens; Council Member Mike McMahon from Staten

          9  Island; Christine Quinn from Manhattan; and Council

         10  Member Madeline Provenzano from the Bronx.

         11                 We have a number of items on our

         12  agenda today.  We are conducting our second hearing

         13  on the proposed local laws establishing the Fordham

         14  Road Business Improvement District in the Bronx,

         15  Intro. No. 452, and the Queens Plaza Court Square

         16  Business Improvement District in Queens.

         17                 We are also having our further

         18  hearing, as required by law, on an extension of the

         19  Madison Avenue BID in Manhattan, Intro. No. 252 with

         20  revised extension boundaries that our Committee

         21  noticed on November 10th for another hearing, which

         22  we will hold today.

         23                 The objection period for Intros. 435

         24  and 452 have already closed, and today we are having

         25  our second hearing on the proposed local law to
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          2  establish the Queens Plaza and Fordham Road BIDs.

          3  We will hear from the Small Business Services

          4  concerning the objections that they have received,

          5  but it is my understanding that there were no

          6  objections on the Queens Plaza BID, and only one

          7  objection on the Fordham Road BID.

          8                 We are also holding our further

          9  hearing on Intro. No. 252, the proposed local law to

         10  extend the Madison Avenue BID in Manhattan.  If you

         11  remember, on November 10th, SBS asked us to find

         12  that one property in the proposed extension would

         13  not be benefited, and that we should notice a

         14  further hearing as provided by the BID Law and set

         15  forth a revision of the boundaries of the proposed

         16  extension to exclude this property. So today we are

         17  here to reconsider the extension with the revised

         18  boundaries, and give everyone another opportunity to

         19  speak.

         20                 In considering both the establishment

         21  of the Queens Plaza and Fordham Road BIDs, which I

         22  expect to call a vote on today, as well as the

         23  extension of the Madison Avenue BID, which we will

         24  hear testimony on today, and then wait for the

         25  objection period to run.  If we can answer the

                                                            6

          1  COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

          2  following four questions affirmatively, we may adopt

          3  the local laws.

          4                 The four questions we must be

          5  prepared to answer are:

          6                 1.  Were all notices of hearings for

          7  all hearings required to be held, published and

          8  mailed as required by law and otherwise sufficient?

          9                 2.  Does all the real property within

         10  the boundaries of the proposed district or extension

         11  benefit from the establishment of the district,

         12  except as otherwise provided by the law?

         13                 3.  Is all real property benefited

         14  included within the boundaries of the proposed

         15  district or extension?

         16                 4.  Is the establishment or extension

         17  of the district in the best interest of the public?

         18                 If the Committee finds in the

         19  affirmative on these four questions, and the number

         20  of objections required to prevent the creation or

         21  extension of the BID were not filed, then the

         22  legislation can be adopted.

         23                 We will ask SBS to come up and tell

         24  us about any objections on the Queens Plaza and

         25  Fordham Road BIDs, and address these four questions
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          2  with regard to the proposed two new BIDs and the

          3  Madison Avenue Extension.

          4                 In addition, we are considering

          5  Proposed Resolution No. 596- A.  This resolution

          6  will conditionally approve a retroactive tax

          7  exemption for a religious institution on property

          8  purchased in the year 2002.  Albany adopted

          9  legislation allowing the Department of Finance to

         10  grant the exemption upon obtaining Council approval.

         11    If it is satisfied that had the institution

         12  applied for the exemption by the appropriate taxable

         13  status date, it would have been entitled to it.

         14  This resolution constitutes the Council approval.

         15                 Finally, we will consider Land Use

         16  318, which would provide a partial tax exemption for

         17  a project consisting of 31, two- and three- family

         18  homes for moderate- income families in Council

         19  Member Helen Foster's District.  She supports the

         20  project.

         21                 We have also been joined by our

         22  Minority Leader, Council Member Jim Oddo, the

         23  Speaker's latest ally, and from Staten Island.

         24                 And I am going to call upon Council

         25  Member Eric Gioia for a Statement on the proposed
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          2  Queens Plaza BID, and then our Majority Leader,

          3  Council Member Joel Rivera for a statement on the

          4  Fordham Road BID.

          5                 Council Member Gioia.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA:  Thank you, Mr.

          7  Chairman. Thank you for your assistance on this

          8  issue, and also for your leadership on many issues

          9  for all the people of the City of New York.

         10                 Today is a very exciting day for Long

         11  Island City. As you have heard me say before, Long

         12  Island City is in a midst of an economic,

         13  residential and commercial renaissance, companies

         14  like MetLife and Citi Group have invested in our

         15  neighborhood and have joined visionary companies

         16  like Silver Cup Studios and Kauffman Studios, and

         17  others who have long had roots there. Already on the

         18  waterfront two residential towers are up, there are

         19  plans to put five more up over the next five years.

         20  Long Island City is home to where the Olympic

         21  Village will be, should New York be designated the

         22  host city in 2012.

         23                 Yet, for many of us, when we get over

         24  the Queensborough Bridge known to some people in New

         25  York as the 59th Street Bridge, all too often people
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          2  are confused and they see graffiti and they see

          3  dirty streets and they see a streetscape that is not

          4  inviting.  And their first reaction is, I want to

          5  get out of here, and they hit the gas, and they

          6  drive towards Queens Boulevard and Northern

          7  Boulevard, and towards the Long Island Expressways,

          8  or towards the Midtown Tunnel.  But that time should

          9  now be past, because what we are doing today is we

         10  are taking the welcome mat of Queens, we are shaking

         11  it off, and we are hanging the sign that says,

         12  Queens is open and ready for business.

         13                 This BID will create an atmosphere

         14  that is cleaner, that is more inviting, and really

         15  sends a message to people that Queens is, indeed, a

         16  place where you can start a business, where you can

         17  raise a family, where you can go to school, or you

         18  can grow old in dignity.  And I think it is really a

         19  very exciting time in Long Island City.  I am

         20  pleased to do it, and I am pleased to be partners

         21  with all of the business Leaders in surrounding area

         22  who are willing to pay just a little bit more to

         23  invest in our community.

         24                 Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN:  And Council
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          2  Member Rivera.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Thank you

          4  very much, Chairman Weprin.  I too, want to thank

          5  you for your leadership on helping to develop the

          6  Fordham Road BID, and for the Committee, itself, for

          7  voting, and the full Council for allowing for a

          8  great opportunity to becoming into the Bronx

          9  economy.  Because due to the fact that the Fordham

         10  Road area is the third largest shopping district

         11  within the entire City, and one of the largest

         12  shopping districts that has yet to have a BID, it's

         13  been a long time coming.

         14                 And I am proud of the fact that we

         15  have been able to garner a substantial amount of

         16  support from the owners within area stemming from

         17  small mom and pop businesses to large organizations

         18  within the Fordham Road area supporting in such

         19  profound organizations, such as the Fordham

         20  University and Monroe College have been strong

         21  advocates.  The Bronx Council and Economic

         22  Development has been heading the charge on this BID

         23  proposal for quite some time.

         24                 And I am glad that we were able to

         25  come fruition and to be able to vote upon this,
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          2  because ultimately what is going to transpire is

          3  Fordham Road patronizes over a million people per

          4  year.  And it is only going to increase, and we want

          5  to make sure that for each and every single person

          6  that walks through the streets of Fordham Road, they

          7  are going to want to come back not two times, not

          8  three times, but many times over to continue to do

          9  their shopping, especially during the holiday

         10  seasons within the small stores that are

         11  representative of the Fordham Road area.  And also

         12  to get the word out, we want to be as competitive as

         13  we possibly can be with other counties.  We know

         14  that a lot of businesses are lost to Westchester,

         15  and we want to make sure that people stay local, do

         16  their shopping within their own neighborhoods.  And

         17  if we can attract some people from Westchester to

         18  come down to the Bronx to do shopping, by all means,

         19  let's do so.

         20                 I think the Fordham Road BID would be

         21  a great vehicle to make sure that we can continue in

         22  a very progressive, positive tract to make sure that

         23  we can beautify, make sure that the security is up

         24  to par, and to make sure that we give the patrons of

         25  the Fordham Road area a great opportunity to do the
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          2  best shopping they can within New York City.

          3                 Thank you very much, Chairman.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN:  Thank you,

          5  Council member. We have also been joined by Council

          6  Member Robert Jackson from Manhattan.  We will now

          7  here from George Gladder from the Department of

          8  Small Business Services.

          9                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER GLADDER:  Good

         10  morning, and thank you, Mr. Chairman.  If it is all

         11  right with you, I would like to address the Fordham

         12  Road BID and the Queens - -

         13                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN:  Could you just

         14  identify yourself for the record?

         15                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER GLADDER:

         16  George Gladder, Assistant Commissioner at the

         17  Department of Small Business Services.

         18                 As required by the BID Law the

         19  Fordham Road BID and the Queens Plaza Court Square

         20  BID Steering Committee mailed the summary of the

         21  City Council resolution to each owner of real

         22  property within the proposed district at the address

         23  shown on the latest City assessment roll.  Also to

         24  other such persons as are registered with the City

         25  to receive tax bills concerning real property within
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          2  the district and to tenants of each building within

          3  the proposed district.

          4                 In addition, SBS arranged for the

          5  required publication of a copy of the summary of the

          6  resolution in the City Record.

          7                 We are pleased to report on the

          8  results of the objections files with the City Clerk

          9  against the establishment of the proposed Fordham

         10  Road Business Improvement District.  At the

         11  conclusion of the objection period, at 5:00 p.m. On

         12  November 26th, and taking into consideration any

         13  objections postmarked by that date, one objection

         14  was filed.

         15                 An owner representing 1.8 percent of

         16  the owners' of benefited real property, and 2

         17  percent of the assessed valuation of all benefited

         18  real property in the district, filed the objection.

         19                 We are also pleased to report on the

         20  results of the objections filed with the City Clerk

         21  against the establishment of the proposed Queens

         22  Plaza Court Square Business Improvement District.

         23  At the conclusion of the objection period, at 5:00

         24  p.m. on November 11th, and taking into consideration

         25  any objections postmarked by that date, no
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          2  objections were filed.

          3                 Our review concluded that the level

          4  of objection filed in terms of either the number of

          5  property owners or percentage of assessed evaluation

          6  is within the acceptable threshold needed to advance

          7  the bills for a favorable consideration by the full

          8  City Council.

          9                 SBS requests the City Council having

         10  to determine the four questions that are required to

         11  be answered in the affirmative by Section 25- 407 of

         12  the New York City Administrative Code:

         13                 1.  That notice of hearing for all

         14  hearings required to be held was published and

         15  mailed as required by law.

         16                 2.  That except as otherwise provided

         17  by law, all the real property within the boundaries

         18  of the district will benefit from the establishment

         19  of the district.

         20                 3.  That all real property benefited

         21  is included within the limits of the district.

         22                 4.  That the establishment of the

         23  district is in the public interest.

         24                 Approve the establishment of the

         25  Fordham Road BID in the Bronx, and the Queens Plaza
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          2  Court Square BID in Queens.

          3                 The Department of Small Business

          4  Services supports the establishment of both the

          5  Fordham Road BID and the Queens Plaza Court Square

          6  BID.  In our judgement the BIDs will improve

          7  business conditions and the quality of life on

          8  Fordham Road and on Queens Plaza Court Square.

          9  Making them the shopping designations of choice and

         10  laying the ground work for further neighborhood

         11  development activities.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN:  Any questions

         14  for Mr. Gladder.  Seeing none, thank you, if you

         15  could just stay around in case there are any

         16  questions before the vote.  We have some more

         17  members coming.

         18                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER GLADDER:

         19  Sure.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN:  Is David

         21  Pechefsky here? David, if you could come up and talk

         22  about the Land Use referral, and just identify

         23  yourself for the record.

         24                 MR. PECHEFSKY:  I am David Pechefsky

         25  from the City Council Finance Division.  As Council
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          2  Member Weprin said, there is, you have before you a

          3  tax exemption for a Partnership new homes

          4  development in Council Member Foster's District, the

          5  project is called Stephen Bristo (phonetic).  This

          6  is for 31, two- and three- family homes for

          7  households earning up to $75,000.

          8                 And this actually in the normal

          9  course of events, these tax exemptions are

         10  considered at the time that the property is disposed

         11  of through our Land Use process.  This one got split

         12  off because there were issues about community

         13  gardens, which have now been resolved to the

         14  satisfaction of Council Member Foster, and she

         15  supports this project.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN:  Council Member

         17  Sears.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS:  Thank you, Mr.

         19  Chair.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN:  And we have been

         21  joined by Council Member Margarita Lopez from

         22  Manhattan.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ:  Thank you,

         24  Sir.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS:  Just a

                                                            17

          1  COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

          2  question, if you can clarify.  It says that under

          3  this project, approximately 31, two- and three-

          4  family homes will be developed for households

          5  earning up to $75,000.  Are areas for this tax

          6  relief determined by what the average income is in

          7  that area?  I am a little confused as to how do we

          8  determine these tax reliefs in terms of households

          9  earning up to a certain amount of money.

         10                 MR. PECHEFSKY:  No, the basis, this

         11  is a standard tax exemption that all the Partnership

         12  developments get.  And its the basis is what kind

         13  of, what financing package is needed to achieve that

         14  income target of up to $75,000.  So it is a, I guess

         15  you can call it a formula that factors in

         16  construction costs, and then there is a subsidy that

         17  is given for the development costs. And then the tax

         18  exemption which helps make it more affordable then

         19  it would be otherwise.

         20                 Does that answer your question?

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS:   And this is

         22  true for all the Partnership developments?

         23                 MR. PECHEFSKY:  Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS:  I see.

         25                 MR. PECHEFSKY:  It is not, the
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          2  formula isn't as nuanced as what you suggested.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS:  Okay, I

          4  understand that, thank you.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN:  Any further

          6  questions?  Thank you, Mr. Pechefsky.

          7                 MR. PECHEFSKY:  Thank you.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN:  Okay, and we

          9  will now hear from Sam Miller, from the Department

         10  of Finance of Resolution No. 596- A.  And Mr. Miller

         11  if you could just identify yourself, with name and

         12  title for the record.

         13                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER MILLER:  Sure.

         14    My name is Sam Miller, I am Assistant Commissioner

         15  at the New York City Department of Finance.

         16                 Good morning, Chairman Weprin and

         17  members of the Committee.  My name is Sam Miller,

         18  Assistant Commissioner of the Department of Finance.

         19    Thanks for inviting me to testify today on behalf

         20  of Finance Commissioner Martha E. Stark.

         21                 The Department of Finance supports

         22  Resolution No. 596, which authorizes Finance to

         23  retroactively grant the property tax exemption under

         24  Section 420A of the State Real Property Tax Law to

         25  3822 17th Street in Brooklyn, which is owned by
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          2  Congregation Avnei Pinchos.  Finance identifies this

          3  property by Block 5503, and Lots 52 and 53.  The

          4  State's authorizing legislation is Chapter 326 of

          5  the laws of 2003.

          6                 Finance has reviewed the

          7  circumstances of these two lots and has found that

          8  5822 17th Street would have been entitled to a

          9  partial property tax exemption if it has followed an

         10  application by the appropriate taxable status date,

         11  which in this case was January 5th, 2002.  The

         12  taxable status date as set by State Law is the date

         13  by which Finance must determine the taxable status

         14  of a property for the upcoming fiscal year, which

         15  commences each July 1st.

         16                 After reviewing this case, Finance

         17  has agreed to grant partial exemptions for the

         18  Fiscal Year 2003, 2004, 2005 for this property.

         19  More specifically Finance will grant an exemption

         20  for 87.8 percent of the square footage for Lot 52,

         21  and 76 percent for Lot 53.  The total tax

         22  expenditure for these exemptions is $18,193 for

         23  Fiscal Years '03, '04, and $26,420 for the current

         24  fiscal year.

         25                 The exemptions are partial because
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          2  the third floor of the property is rented to

          3  unaffiliated entities that use the space for taxable

          4  purposes.

          5                 As you all know, there is a common

          6  misconception that a not- for- profit is

          7  automatically entitled to a property tax exemption,

          8  but the law specifies that it is the use of the

          9  property that determines eligibility, not not- for-

         10  profit status.

         11                 And before ending my remarks, I would

         12  like to ask once again for the Committee's help

         13  pursuing a bill that is very much related to today's

         14  topic:  Finance's proposal to allow it to grant

         15  exemption status to eligible not- for- profits from

         16  the date that they assume ownership of a property,

         17  as opposed to the taxable status date.  You know,

         18  from seeing a lot of these special legislations and

         19  resolutions that a lot of not- for profits don't

         20  understand what the taxable status date is, and they

         21  believe that once they apply for an exemption that

         22  they are exempt from that moment on, or at least

         23  from the moment they took ownership.

         24                 And we have proposed a bill that

         25  would allow us, assuming eligibility would allow us
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          2  to grant the exemption from the moment that a not-

          3  for- profit or qualifying entity takes ownership,

          4  not the taxable status date.  Because what happens

          5  now is if you apply on January 10th, which is five

          6  days after the taxable status date, if you are

          7  granted the exemption, you will not get the

          8  exemption till not the July after that January 10th,

          9  but the following July.  And a lot of organizations

         10  don't understand that, they don't pay the taxes,

         11  arrears build up, they wind up in a lien sale, where

         12  they go to Albany to get special legislation.  So we

         13  would like to make things a lot simpler, and we look

         14  forward to your support in Albany on that bill this

         15  year.

         16                 Thank you.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN:  Thank you, Mr.

         18  Miller.  Any questions for Mr. Miller?  Thank you.

         19                 If we could have Mr. Gladder on the

         20  Madison Avenue BID.  Okay, Jim Caras, Counsel to the

         21  Finance Committee would like to read something into

         22  the record, a correction.

         23                 MR. CARAS:  On Reso. 596- A that the

         24  Department of Finance just testified on,

         25  Congregation Avnei Pinchos known as 5822 17th
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          2  Avenue.  So the Committee report as well as the

          3  Resolution in both the title of the Resolution and

          4  the resolved clause of the Resolution will be

          5  changed for the record to reflect Avenue.  Please

          6  make that correction in the copies in front of you,

          7  and the copies you will be voting this afternoon at

          8  the Stated Council meeting will have that correction

          9  made.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN:  Thank you, Mr.

         12  Caras.  Before we hear from Mr. Gladder, I would

         13  just like to call upon Council Member Eva Moskowitz

         14  for a statement on the extension of the Madison

         15  Avenue BID, which is in her district.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ:  Thank you,

         17  Mr. Chair. I just wanted to say that the Madison

         18  Avenue BID has made a tremendous contribution to the

         19  East Side of Manhattan.  And while there have been

         20  some complicated negotiations and discussions about

         21  exactly how far down the BID should go, and exactly

         22  which property should be in it.  This seems to be a

         23  very sensible solution, and I think will benefit the

         24  community I represent very much.  And I am pleased

         25  to support it.
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          2                 Thank you very much.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN:  Thank you,

          4  Council member. Mr. Gladder.

          5                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER GLADDER:

          6  Okay, thank you, Mr. Chairman, members of the

          7  Committee.  Once again, I am George Gladder,

          8  Assistant Commissioner at the Department of Small

          9  Business Services.

         10                 SBS supports the resubmission of

         11  amended boundaries for the Madison Avenue BID

         12  extension and the Madison Avenue District Plan as

         13  amended.  Geographically the existing BID includes

         14  properties located on the East Side of Madison

         15  Avenue from the northeast corner of Madison Avenue

         16  and East 61st Street to the southeast corner of

         17  Madison Avenue and East 86th Street. And properties

         18  located on the West Side of Madison Avenue from the

         19  southwest corner of Madison Avenue and East 61st

         20  Street to the southwest corner of Madison Avenue and

         21  East 86th Street.

         22                 The extension area includes

         23  properties located on the East Side of Madison

         24  Avenue from the northeast corner of 57th Street to

         25  the southeast corner of 61st Street, and an
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          2  additional property on the West Side of Madison

          3  Avenue of the northwest corner of 60th Street.

          4                 The BID will provide the same level

          5  of services to the extension area as it does to the

          6  existing BID area.  These services include

          7  sanitation, security, marketing, business advocacy,

          8  capital improvements, and other services as may be

          9  required for the promotion and enhancement of the

         10  district.

         11                 The Madison Avenue District

         12  Management Association, Incorporated will manage the

         13  extended district.  The budget for the first year of

         14  operation, following the approval of the extension

         15  is $1,757,000.

         16                 As required by law the Madison Avenue

         17  BID Steering Committee mailed the summary of the

         18  City Council Resolution to each owner of real

         19  property within the proposed district at the address

         20  shown on the latest City Assessment Roll.  To such

         21  other persons as are registered with the City to

         22  receive tax bills concerning real property within

         23  the district, and to tenants of each building within

         24  the proposed district.

         25                 In addition, SBS arranged for the
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          2  publication of a copy of the summary of the

          3  resolution, at least once in the City Record.

          4                 Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN:  Thank you, Mr.

          6  Gladder.  Any questions for Mr. Gladder?  Thank you.

          7                 Is there anybody here that would like

          8  to speak on the Madison Avenue proposed BID?  Step

          9  forward.

         10                 MR. BAUER:  Good morning, Mr. Weprin

         11  and members of the Finance Committee.  My name is

         12  Matthew Bauer.  I am the President of the Madison

         13  Avenue Business Improvement District, and it is my

         14  honor to speak before you again this morning. Thanks

         15  for holding this hearing.  And of course, special

         16  thanks to our very own Council Member Eva Moskowitz

         17  for her great support throughout this process.

         18                 At our last public hearing on April

         19  21 of this year, we described our plan to extend our

         20  existing services, supplemental security and

         21  sanitation, marketing promotion, capital

         22  improvements to the three and half blocks south of

         23  our existing district.  We heard testimony from

         24  expansion area business representatives, and from

         25  expansion area property owner describing why and how
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          2  our services meet their needs.

          3                 Our Board of Directors has long held

          4  that the best test by which to determine whether our

          5  programs are in keeping with the look and feel of

          6  Madison Avenue, where they are building

          7  relationships and growing business sales, is the

          8  direct involvement of our retailers in our special

          9  events.  Indeed, to participate in these events,

         10  retailers must agree to co- brand their businesses

         11  with the Madison Avenue BID.  In the seven and one-

         12  half months since our April 21 hearing, the

         13  following businesses in our three and half block

         14  extension area have participated in our events:

         15                 In our Fifth Annual Fashion Meets Art

         16  Event in May, supporting the Family Programs of the

         17  Whitney Museum of American Art.  The expansionary

         18  businesses that participated, included Boyd's

         19  Madison Avenue Department Store at 655 Madison,

         20  Calvin Klein at 654 Madison, Cherubele at 609

         21  Madison, DKNY  at 655, Gergit at 595, and Soworsky

         22  at 625.  And we had a whole number of galleries from

         23  the Fuller Building at 595 Madison participating

         24  including Carlton Michelle, David Findlay, Doris

         25  Susick Brow, Gallery Aramus Broque, Howard
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          2  Greenberg, Catherina Rich Pearlow, Leo Kaplan, New

          3  Horf, Nohra Haime, Sunshine Group, and TK Asian

          4  Antiquities, and from 605 Madison, Verona Gallery

          5  (All phonetically spelled).

          6                 Our second annual Wedding March on

          7  Madison Event, which brought nearly 700 brides from

          8  30 states and five countries to Madison Avenue, also

          9  in early October had the following expansion area

         10  businesses participating, Julian Ferrell Salon at

         11  605, Wolford at 625, RNC Food at 33 East 60th

         12  Street, Stubin Glass at 667 Madison (All

         13  phonetically spelled).

         14                 At our Pink Ribbon Event, which

         15  raised money for local breast cancer treatment

         16  programs, also was held in October. It benefited

         17  also Evelyn Waters Breast Cancer Research

         18  Foundation, which is at 654 Madison in our expansion

         19  area.  The following expansion area businesses

         20  participated:  Alvera Martini at 605, Bach Ross 625,

         21  Calvin Klein, Selena 657, the Model at 635, DKNY,

         22  Virtali Rosetti, and Third Calvary and Rich Pearl

         23  Gallery at 595 (All phonetically spelled).

         24                 And just at last Sunday's Miracle on

         25  Madison Avenue Event, which raised money for the
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          2  Children's Aide Society. The BID sponsored, A Taste

          3  of Madison Avenue Tent, which featured restaurant

          4  Tao (phonetic), which is also located in our

          5  expansion area at 42 East 58th Street.

          6                 So the many businesses that I just

          7  mentioned have indeed demonstrated by investing in

          8  the extension of the Madison BID.  They will build

          9  their image, enhance their bottom lines, and

         10  ultimately strengthen the economy of New York City.

         11                 Thank you very much.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN:  Thank you, Mr.

         13  Bauer.  Any questions for Mr. Bauer?  Thank you.

         14                 Would anybody like to come forward on

         15  any of the proposed BIDs today?  Seeing none, thank

         16  you.

         17                 If everybody could stay here for one

         18  minute, we need two more members for a quorum for a

         19  vote, and then I am going to call for a vote.

         20                 The BID on the Madison Avenue

         21  Proposed Extension will start today and conclude in

         22  30 days.

         23                 We will take a vote on the Proposed

         24  BIDs for Fordham Road, and Long Island City, and

         25  Queens Plaza, and the Land Use referral, as well as
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          2  the resolution.  Call the roll.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Weprin.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN:  Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Lopez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ:  Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Provenzano.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO:  Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Quinn.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN:  Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Moskowitz.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ:  Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Rivera.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  I vote aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Comrie.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE:  Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Gioia.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA:  I vote yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Jackson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON:  Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK:  McMahon.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCMAHON:  Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Sears.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS:  Permission to

         25  explain my vote, Mr. Chair?
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN:  So granted.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS:  I really wish

          4  to congratulate my colleagues, Eric Gioia, Joel

          5  Rivera.  I have been a supporter of BIDs every since

          6  they started.  And Councilman Gioia and I border,

          7  and I am very, you are to be commended because that

          8  was a very big undertaking.  I vote aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Boyland.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND:  Thank you

         11  for the update, and I vote aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Nelson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON:  Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK:  By a vote of 13 in

         15  the affirmative, 0 in the negative, excuse me,

         16  Council Member Felder.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER:  Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK:  By a vote of 14 in

         19  the affirmative, 0 in the negative, and no

         20  abstentions, all items are adopted.  Council

         21  members, please sign the Committee reports. Thank

         22  you.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN:  Yes, I am going

         24  to keep the roll open for those members that are

         25  around, and to sign the Committee report.  Other
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          2  than that, we are adjourned.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

          4  Gallagher.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER:  Aye on

          6  all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Council Member

          8  Fidler.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER:  Aye on all.

         10                 (Subsequently changing the vote to 16

         11  in the affirmative, 0 in the negative, with no

         12  abstentions).

         13                 (Hearing adjourned at 9:55 a.m.)
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          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, PAT WTULICH, do hereby certify

         10  that the foregoing is a true and accurate transcript

         11  of the within proceeding.

         12                 I further certify that I am not

         13  related to any of the parties to this action by

         14  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         15  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         16                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         17  set my hand this 7th day of December 2004.
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