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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: We gave a number of

          3  special guests here today, and I'd like for our

          4  first pair of special guests that we have,

          5  Chancellor Matt Goldstein to come up and join with

          6  me and my other colleagues as we honor two

          7  extraordinary young New Yorkers. Eugene Shenderov

          8  and Lev Sviridov. Did I say that right?

          9                 MR. SVIRIDOV: Yes.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Eugene?

         11                 MR. SHENDEROV: Thank you.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you very much.

         13                 Chancellor, thank you.

         14                 This is the greatest City in the

         15  world, and the reason it's the greatest City in the

         16  world, is this is a City where we say to everyone,

         17  if you believe in yourself, we believe in you, and

         18  dreams can really come true. And there is no

         19  institution that makes those dreams come true more

         20  than CUNY. And we have two extraordinary dreams that

         21  have come true here for two extraordinary young New

         22  Yorkers who are going to be Rhodes scholars. You're

         23  already Rhodes scholars? You're going to be. You are

         24  Rhodes scholars-elect.

         25                 CHANCELLOR GOLDSTEIN: On the road to
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          2  being --

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: They're on the road

          4  to being Rhodes scholars, exactly. There are 32 in

          5  the nation and two of them from CUNY. That's an

          6  extraordinary accomplishment, and we would love to

          7  hear a few words from them and from the Chancellor,

          8  but first we're going to ask the clerk to read the

          9  proclamation.

         10                 CITY CLERK: Proclamation, Council,

         11  City of New York.

         12                 The Council of the City of New York

         13  is pleased and proud to honor Lev A. Sviridov for

         14  outstanding academic achievement and on winning a

         15  2005 Rhodes Scholarship; and

         16                 Whereas: Today, we are immensely

         17  proud to honor Lev A. Sviridov, a senior at the City

         18  College of New York (CCNY) who has received a

         19  prestigious Rhodes scholarship for study next year

         20  at the University of Oxford in England; and

         21                 Whereas: This exceptionally gifted

         22  young scholar was one of only 32 winners chosen from

         23  a pool of 904 applicants representing 341 U.S.

         24  colleges and universities. Mr. Sviridov has gained

         25  further distinction by becoming one of five students
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          2  in the history of CUNY to receive this coveted

          3  award; and

          4                 Whereas: Mr. Sviridov came to the

          5  United States as a young boy with his mother, a

          6  journalist who fled the former Soviet Union for

          7  political and security reasons. He is chemistry

          8  major at CCNY with a strong interest in the public

          9  and international affairs, and will use the

         10  scholarship to pursue a Masters of Science by

         11  conducting research in inorganic chemistry, focusing

         12  on crystalline properties of aerosols; and

         13                 Whereas: In addition to an

         14  outstanding academic record, Lev Sviridov's

         15  involvement in governance and public affairs both on

         16  and off campus is exemplary. He has served on the

         17  undergraduated student government for three years,

         18  including as president in 2003-2004 when he led the

         19  fight to keep tuition affordable and make loans

         20  available for City University students, testifying

         21  frequently before the Board of Trustees and the

         22  state legislature; and

         23                 Whereas: Lev A. Sviridov is an

         24  inspirational example of what can be accomplished

         25  with intelligence, perseverance, dedication and
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          2  talent. He represents the very best that our City

          3  has to offer and we wish him the very best in all of

          4  his future endeavors; now, therefore

          5                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          6  City of New York congratulates LEV A. SVIRIDOV on

          7  being named a 2005 Rhodes Scholar.

          8                 Signed this 15th day of December in

          9  the year Two Thousand and Four, Gifford Miller,

         10  Speaker For The Entire Council.

         11                 CITY CLERK: Whereas: The Council of

         12  the City of New York is pleased and proud to honor

         13  Eugene Shenderov for outstanding academic

         14  achievement and on winning a Rhodes Scholarship; and

         15                 Whereas: Today, we are immensely

         16  proud to honor Eugene Shenderov, a senior at

         17  Brooklyn College of the City University of New York

         18  (CUNY) who has received a prestigious Rhodes

         19  scholarship for study next year at the University of

         20  Oxford in England; and

         21                 Whereas: This exceptionally gifted

         22  young scholar was one of only 32 winners chosen from

         23  a pool of 904 applicants representing 341 U.S.

         24  Colleges and universities. Mr. Shenderov has gained

         25  further distinction by becoming one of five students
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          2  in the history of CUNY to receive this coveted

          3  award; and

          4                 Whereas: Mr. Shenderov is senior with

          5  a 4.0 GPA in the Brooklyn College Honor Academy's

          6  B.A./M.D. program with a major in Chemistry and a

          7  triple minor in Biochemistry, Biology, and

          8  Nutrition; and

          9                 Whereas: Eugene Shenderov came to the

         10  United States at the age of six seeking treatment

         11  for a weakened immune system - the result of his

         12  being in Ukraine when the Chernobyl nuclear power

         13  plant exploded. Mr. Shenderov has since dedicated

         14  himself to his studies, and has worked in

         15  professional science research settings at Memorial

         16  Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, at Brooklyn College,

         17  and at Oxford University, where he spent last summer

         18  and where as a Rhodes Scholar he intends to earn a

         19  doctorate in immunology, with a specialty in cancer

         20  research; and

         21                 Whereas: In addition to an

         22  outstanding academic record, Eugene Shenderov's

         23  involvement in the community, both on and off

         24  campus, is exemplary. He is the president of the

         25  Brooklyn College Chess Team, a director of the

                                                            9

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Brooklyn College Emergency Medical Squad and a new

          3  York State licensed emergency medical technician; he

          4  is also a three-time varsity letter-winner on the

          5  men's tennis team, and has volunteered time from his

          6  very full schedule as a high school science tutor;

          7  and

          8                 Whereas: Eugene Shenderov is an

          9  inspirational example of what can be accomplished

         10  with intelligence, perseverance, dedication and

         11  talent. He represents the very best that our City

         12  has to offer and we wish him great success in all of

         13  his future endeavors; now, therefore

         14                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         15  City of New York congratulates EUGENE SHENDEROV on

         16  being named a 2005 Rhodes Scholar.

         17                 Signed this 15th day of December in

         18  the year Two Thousand and Four, Gifford Miller,

         19  Speaker For The Entire Council.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Well, my colleagues

         21  and I are so thrilled that you both are here and we

         22  are incredibly proud of you. As New Yorkers it

         23  really is so inspirational I think to other young

         24  people and to young and old alike to see two such

         25  great extraordinary New Yorkers succeed so well and
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          2  to have your accomplishments recognized in this way.

          3                 Before I ask each of you to say a few

          4  words, because we would really be honored if you

          5  would say a few words, I would just like to ask the

          6  Chancellor to say a few words, if he would.

          7                 Chancellor Goldstein.

          8                 CHANCELLOR GOLDSTEIN: Thank you,

          9  Speaker Miller, for doing this today.

         10                 This is emblematic of what this

         11  University has always represented, a welcoming place

         12  for people from all parts of the world, to come here

         13  and realize their dreams. These two young

         14  extraordinary men have reached the pinnacle of

         15  recognition in undergraduate work, the Rhodes

         16  Scholarship really stands alone.

         17                 So, we could not be more proud of

         18  their accomplishments and there are so many

         19  extraordinary students at this university, but

         20  they're in the limelight, as they should be.

         21                 They're going to come back hopefully

         22  to this City and make extraordinary contributions

         23  after they've finished their formal studies.

         24                 Mr. Speaker, right next to you is

         25  Greg Williams, the very famous president of City
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          2  College. He may want to say a thing on their behalf.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Sure. Mr. President.

          4                 MR. WILLIAMS: Thank you very much,

          5  Mr. Speaker. It's really a pleasure to be here. As

          6  the Chancellor said, this is truly emblematic of the

          7  great things that are happening at the City

          8  University of New York.

          9                 You know, when I think about this, I

         10  realize the City College of New York, which is

         11  established in 1847 for education for the children

         12  of the whole people, not just the rich and famous.

         13  We certainly have that and we've been able to do

         14  that.

         15                 City College of New York made its

         16  contribution in the 20th Century. We graduated eight

         17  Nobel Prize winners, Jona Saulk, Felix Frankfurter,

         18  and with these young men, we're prepared to make our

         19  contribution to the 21st Century. Thank you very

         20  much.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Great. Thank you,

         22  President Williams. Also, now, Eugene, if you'd like

         23  to say a few words, we'd be very, very honored.

         24                 MR. SHENDEROV: Hi. As you heard, my

         25  name is Eugene Shenderov, and it's a great honor to
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          2  be here. Thank you, Speaker, for inviting us. Thank

          3  you, Council, for having us. And I mean, the

          4  opportunities presented by the City University I

          5  think unparalleled, especially to immigrants like

          6  myself. Chancellor, thank you very much.

          7                 And I think the fact that it's

          8  available, and they're funding for students like

          9  myself to take advantage and get a world class

         10  education, is a marvelous thing again. Thank you.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Can't say it any

         12  better than that. Although, sometimes we try.

         13                 Lev, if you would say a few words, as

         14  well?

         15                 MR. SVIRIDOV: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

         16  Thank you, Chancellor. Thank you, President

         17  Williams. Thank you, City of New York, for this

         18  great recognition.

         19                 This award is not just the

         20  recognition of the great achievements that

         21  undergraduates like myself and Eugene have

         22  accomplished, it's also for the achievements of

         23  every CUNY student in the City of New York, and for

         24  the great City of New York for giving us the

         25  opportunity to do it.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. Wow, that

          4  pretty much said it all. Thank you, both, so much.

          5  We're incredibly proud of both of you.

          6                 Council Member Moskowitz, I know you

          7  have some extraordinarily special guests that are

          8  here as well. And we would like to ask you at this

          9  point to ask your special guests to come up and join

         10  us.

         11                 Council Member Eva Moskowitz.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Thank you,

         13  Mr. Speaker.

         14                 I'm delighted to be joined by Ken

         15  Horner, Principal of Deloitte & Touche, who is here

         16  to accept this proclamation on behalf of the firm.

         17                 This is in recognition of a very,

         18  very special day at Deloitte & Touche, where it's

         19  called "Impact Day," and this is something the firm

         20  does nationally, but here in New York City, 2,000

         21  employees dedicated the entire day to community

         22  service and made an extraordinary impact in the

         23  lives of children, and families, and it is a great

         24  pleasure to be able to honor the firm's work with

         25  this proclamation.
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          2                 Mr. Speaker.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Great. We would love

          4  for you to say a few words, Ken, if you would. But

          5  first we're going to ask the clerk to read the

          6  proclamation.

          7                 CITY CLERK: Council, City of New

          8  York, Proclamation.

          9                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         10  New York is pleased and proud to recognize Deloitte

         11  & Touche for its unparalleled work on behalf of

         12  communities across our nation, and commends its

         13  outstanding service to the City of New York; and

         14                 Whereas: Our City is strengthened by

         15  individuals and organizations dedicated to bettering

         16  the lives of others. Through acts of kindness and

         17  compassion, these men and women persevere and

         18  distinguish themselves as great benefactors in their

         19  respective communities; and

         20                 Whereas: The employees of Deloitee &

         21  Touche exemplify this noble ideal. On October 8th of

         22  this year, nearly 30,000 people nationwide of

         23  Deloitte & Touche USA LLP were encouraged to set

         24  aside their work and volunteer with non-profit

         25  organizations in their communities; and
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          2                 Whereas: Among more than 100

          3  locations across the country, the dedicated

          4  employees of Deloitte & Touche took part in a wide

          5  range of projects and community-based initiatives,

          6  including: teaching in schools; cleaning parks;

          7  helping youth and family centers; aiding in the

          8  health and human services sector; painting schools;

          9  and packaging disaster relief supplies, in addition

         10  to many other volunteer activities; and

         11                 Whereas: Through this worthwhile

         12  effort, Deloitte & Touche donated thousands and

         13  thousands of hours to community service, greatly

         14  enhancing neighborhoods and enriching the lives of

         15  countless individuals; and

         16                 Whereas: It is with immense pride

         17  that we recognize all the hard working employees of

         18  Deloitte & Touche. These individuals represent all

         19  that is best in the great spirit of community

         20  involvement and workplace volunteerism, and it is

         21  with the deepest gratitude of this legislative body

         22  that we honor their contributions; now, therefore

         23                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         24  City of New York most gratefully honors DELOITTE &

         25  TOUCHE for its sterling contribution to the City of
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          2  New York.

          3                 Signed this 15th day of December in

          4  the year Two Thousand and Four, Gifford Miller,

          5  Speaker For The Entire Council; Eva Moskowitz,

          6  Council Member, 4th District, Manhattan.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: We are so honored

          8  that you're here with us and we really appreciate

          9  the work, not just of yourself, but of all the other

         10  dedicated employees at Deloitte and Touche who

         11  really recognize -- I know you were telling me this

         12  is the greatest City in the world and they have an

         13  opportunity to get something back. So, we're

         14  thrilled, we're very honored, we're appreciative,

         15  and we'd love it if you'd say a few words.

         16                 MR. HORNER: Speaker and Councilwoman,

         17  thank you very much. And thanks to the Council. The

         18  people of Deloitte, about 20,000 of us, hit the road

         19  last September for a day out, and about 2,400 here

         20  in the City of New York, had more than two dozen, I

         21  think 27 actual projects. The two that I

         22  participated in was the same as it has been for the

         23  last couple of years, a great day. The kids we were

         24  working with had a good time. Our staff had a

         25  wonderful time. The feedback was terrific, and we
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          2  got some things done. And it didn't matter if you

          3  were painting park benches on Randall's Island, or

          4  planting bulbs in Central Park or teaching kids how

          5  to read up in the Bronx, it was a great day, and we

          6  thank the Council.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

          8                 Councilwoman Lopez, I know you have

          9  some special guests, and we thank you for bringing

         10  them here to us.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I'm going to be

         12  cooking here.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: You're always

         14  cooking.

         15                 Councilwoman Lopez.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Perhaps you

         17  will be surprised to see me with this, but I will

         18  wear anything I need to wear to promote the cause of

         19  the just.

         20                 We're going to have a proclamation

         21  given to the Girls Club and to a program that is

         22  about creating economic development for women and

         23  for children and for girls. And the reason I'm using

         24  this is to show what people are capable of doing

         25  when we want to promote employment opportunity and
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          2  women developing jobs, and developing the business

          3  where they can become and thrive.

          4                 The basis of this idea is that women

          5  have a sill for years of being able to put clothing

          6  together. If that's the skill that they have, then

          7  that skill can be exploited and can be utilized to

          8  create future businesses.

          9                 This is the basics where you learn

         10  putting together a business, how to pay the finances

         11  of it, how to pay and get the licenses that you

         12  need, and at the same time, these two organizations

         13  have come together to, also for the Girls Club in my

         14  community.

         15                 The City of New York do not have to

         16  this day a Girls Club in the entire City. The City

         17  of New York for the first time will have a girls

         18  club in my district, where girls from all over the

         19  City can go there.

         20                 These two organizations have come

         21  together to support the Girls Club and to support

         22  each other. That's what this proclamation is about,

         23  and if you allow each one of them to talk, they will

         24  give you more information, Mr. Speaker.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Okay.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: And you should

          3  use one of this.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: I would love one. I

          5  want one. If we could have the clerk read the

          6  proclamation.

          7                 CITY CLERK: Council, City of New

          8  York, Proclamation.

          9                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         10  New York is pleased and proud to honor The Maura

         11  Clarke-lta Ford Center (MCIF) and the Lower East

         12  Side Girls Club for their collaboration in the Apron

         13  Project and their outstanding service to the City of

         14  New York; and

         15                 Whereas: The Aprons-Project is a

         16  collaboration developed between The Maura Clarke-Ita

         17  Ford (MCIF) Center and the Lower Eastside Girls

         18  Club. The two groups collaborate in the production

         19  and marketing of "retro" aprons. Each apron or

         20  "mother-daughter" apron set comes packaged with a

         21  "dancing girl" cookie cutter and a butter cookie

         22  recipe. Also included in the gift box is a little

         23  brochure describing the organizations and the worthy

         24  causes that the purchase of this product supports;

         25  and
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          2                 Whereas: The Maura Clarke-Ita Ford

          3  Center is a center for learning, economic

          4  development and community organizing for immigrant

          5  women of Bushwick, Brooklyn whose mission is to

          6  equip women with the skills they need to live and

          7  work in their new homeland; and

          8                 Whereas: MCIF provides job training

          9  and entrepreneurship opportunities through its

         10  social enterprise, MCIF WORKS program; and language,

         11  literacy and leadership training through its

         12  Education Program. MCIF WORKS makes its own line of

         13  products in the sewing, cooking and crafting

         14  industries. Through this social enterprise,

         15  low-income women earn supplementary income and

         16  benefit from experiential training; and

         17                 Whereas: The Lower Eastside Girls

         18  Club is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to

         19  providing a place where inner city girls aged 8 to

         20  18 can grow, learn, have fun and develop confidence

         21  in themselves and their ability to make a difference

         22  in the world; and

         23                 Whereas: The Girls Club owns and

         24  operates three entrepreneurial ventures: The Sweet

         25  Things Bake Shop, The Sweet Things Cafe and Gallery,
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          2  and The Fair Trade and Girl-Made Gift Shop. Through

          3  these career oriented training programs it provides

          4  girls and young women with the vision to plan and

          5  the tools to build their future. Participants in the

          6  Girls Club's Sweet Things program learn culinary

          7  arts, as well as business and leadership skills;

          8  now, therefore

          9                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         10  City of New York honors THE APRON PROJECT and

         11  commends The Maura Clark-Ita Ford Center (MCIF) and

         12  the Lower East Side Girls Club extraordinary

         13  contributions to the City of New York.

         14                 Signed this 15th day of December in

         15  the year Two Thousand and Four.

         16                 Signed this 15th day of December in

         17  the year Two Thousand and Four, Gifford Miller,

         18  Speaker For The Entire Council; Margarita Lopez,

         19  Council Member, 2nd District.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: So, we have Leyla

         21  Torshanski that's with us; is that right? Pretty

         22  close. And we'd be honored if you'd say a few words

         23  and then you would introduce your colleagues here.

         24                 MS. TORSHANSKI: Thank you. Thank you,

         25  everybody. Thank you, Margarita, for the
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          2  Proclamation. We are very excited with this

          3  collaboration between the Girls' Club and The Maura

          4  Clarke-Ita Ford Center. We represent two

          5  communities. We represent the Lower East Side Girls,

          6  Lower East Side, and also Bushwick, Brooklyn. Both

          7  organizations we work with disadvantaged women and

          8  girls, Girls Club, and we are two social

          9  enterprises. They work with cookies, we also work

         10  with cookies, but in this case we work with sewing,

         11  and we are very excited to make these products.

         12                 The only thing, I can invite you to

         13  buy our aprons. The only thing to add is they're 25,

         14  a single apron for mother, and the set,

         15  mother/daughter, is $40. And you are helping the two

         16  classes in Bushwick and Lower Eastside Girls, and

         17  Lower East Side. Twenty-five and $40, two aprons,

         18  $40. Twenty-five for one, and 40 for two.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Okay. I just want to

         20  make sure the Mayor's office side comes over and

         21  takes a picture of this. I'm sure they're going to

         22  be interested in that.

         23                 Would you like to say a few words, as

         24  well?

         25                 MS. RAMIREZ: Hi. Welcome. It's an
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          2  honor to be here. I'm Lady Ramirez and I work for

          3  the Lower East Side Girls Club. I run an

          4  entrepreneurial baking program, which we make a

          5  delicious butter cookie, and a gingerbread bronstol

          6  (phonetic), and you are welcome to buy a bronstol

          7  (phonetic) from us. Thank you.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Good. Thank you, and

          9  congratulations for your work and for your efforts.

         10  The City of New York is very proud of you. Thank

         11  you, Margarita.

         12                 Council Member Jackson, I know you

         13  have some special guests as well. You're calling

         14  them. They're coming up now. These are indeed great

         15  New Yorkers, and we're thrilled that you're all here

         16  with us. Do you want to introduce everybody?

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         18  Mr. Speaker.

         19                 Today, ladies and gentlemen, we are

         20  going to honor individuals that have been involved

         21  in the legal process in order to, the referees

         22  recommended $14.8 billion on behalf of the children

         23  of New York City.

         24                 Come over here, Michael. Joe, come

         25  over here. Everybody, come on up. And you may think
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          2  that these are a lot of individuals that we're

          3  honoring, but considering the time and effort and

          4  energy over the longer period of time, over 11 years

          5  for some of these individuals up here, and less and

          6  more for others, that brought about a landmarked

          7  decision that says that our children are entitled to

          8  a sound, basic education, that will bring billions

          9  of dollars to the children of New York City that

         10  this is the least that we can do as members of the

         11  City Council, representing over 8 million New

         12  Yorkers to honor each and every individual that is

         13  standing up here for you today, and each one of them

         14  have played different roles, but there's been two

         15  primary groups, one group, Mr. Speaker, is the

         16  Campaign for Fiscal Equity, which is headed by

         17  Michael Rubelle, General Counsel and Executive

         18  Director, and the other group is the law firm of

         19  Sensom, Thatcher and Bartlett, who is represented

         20  here today by many partners and associates, but more

         21  specifically, the co-attorney and CFE, Joseph

         22  Waylan.

         23                 Now, it would probably take me all

         24  day to mention every single name of the attorneys

         25  and staff and board members of CFE involved, but
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          2  I'll say to you, Mr. Speaker, and members that are

          3  here, that the two law firms have done a yeoman's

          4  job on the people of New York City, and this lawsuit

          5  has taken 11 years, and has cost the parties over

          6  $40 million to litigate.

          7                 But also, Mr. Speaker, we have

          8  several plaintiffs, besides myself, when people

          9  think about CFE, they think of Bob Jackson, but I'm

         10  only one of many, and Dr. Young is a plaintiff in

         11  the case. She was here for her child. And Heather

         12  Lewis, a Board member, Heather Lewis -- raise your

         13  hand, Heather. Heather Lewis is a plaintiff and her

         14  children, and Inocio Toberas is a plaintiff, and her

         15  children. So, there are many other faces besides me,

         16  as far as plaintiffs, and Maria Bager, and Erica

         17  DeJesus. These are plaintiffs in the case that their

         18  names are on the documents along with mine. So, Mr.

         19  Speaker, we honor them and the law firms for their

         20  involvement in this litigation. And the fight is not

         21  over. We must bring that $14.8 billion down to our

         22  children in New York City.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: We're so honored to

         24  have you all here with us, and we thank you for your

         25  extraordinary work. And Bob is right, the fight
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          2  isn't over until we get the money, and even then the

          3  fight won't be over until our kids get the education

          4  that we need for them to get and that they deserve.

          5                 But certainly, the efforts of

          6  everybody that is here are extraordinary. And we

          7  would like just a couple of you to say a few words,

          8  we will start, of course, with Michael Rubelle.

          9                 Michael.

         10                 MR. RUBELLE: Thank you so much, Mr.

         11  Speaker, Bob Jackson. We're really honored to get

         12  this recognition from the City Council.

         13                 The City Council has stood with us

         14  from the first of these battles, and the fact that

         15  our first named plaintiff, among a strong group of

         16  other worthy plaintiffs, Bob Jackson has become one

         17  of your members, has really been a feather in our

         18  cap and I think a feather in your cap. And together

         19  with Eva and the Education Committee and the rest of

         20  the Council, we know we've been able to count on you

         21  guys consistently. We appreciate the fact that

         22  you've taken time and resources to set up a

         23  Commission to help us and the citizens of New York,

         24  focus on what we're going to do with this money, so

         25  that the kids really get the education. And I would
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          2  just like to also give a special thanks when I'm

          3  here to the many past and present Board members of

          4  CFE, who often don't get enough recognition for the

          5  great work they do, and in addition to Heather, who

          6  is both a plaintiff and a Board member, I know

          7  Rodney Saunders is here, I see Noreen Connell, one

          8  of our former board members, Jan Atwell, Rosalia

          9  Watkins, and Bob Hughes and Gaylin Kirkland, and is

         10  there anybody else that I'm not seeing?

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: I'm sure there's

         12  many, but, you know, it's hopeless.

         13                 Joe Waylan. We are very appreciative

         14  of Joe Waylan, and the partner at Simpson Thatcher

         15  for all your extraordinary work.

         16                 Joe.

         17                 MR. WAYLAN: Thanks. I've said for a

         18  long time that this is not the job for lawyers and

         19  judges, that is to fix the City schools, it's for

         20  the elected leaders. Hopefully, with the decision of

         21  the special masters, finally fixing the amount of

         22  money that's due to the City, hopefully we can get

         23  that money to you, the City Council and the people

         24  who run our schools and so that our children's

         25  future will be bright and the lawyers and judges can
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          2  go back to what they do better.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Joe. And

          4  we certainly agree with you, and that's precisely

          5  why, as Mike very generously recognized, the City

          6  Council established the first real public commission

          7  to consider how it is that we should use this money

          8  so that we don't simply cut the public out of the

          9  public education, but involve the public. Because in

         10  the end, it's not up to lawyers and judges, it's up

         11  to teachers and principals and parents, elected

         12  officials, and community leaders and all of us to

         13  make sure that our schools are what we want for our

         14  kids.

         15                 CFE is the vehicle for making that

         16  possible, but it's only a vehicle to make sure we

         17  drive it over the finish line.

         18                 We're going to have, Council Member

         19  Jackson is going to give apples now to each of you.

         20  I don't know how you're going to choose who gets

         21  them, because I'm not going to, but he's going to

         22  give apples to a number of you to thank you for your

         23  extraordinary work, and then we'll take a picture.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         25  Mr. Speaker.
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          2                 Even though there are only ten pewter

          3  apples that are here, each and every board member

          4  and individual involved, as far as staff and

          5  attorneys and plaintiffs, will get a pewter apple

          6  with your name engraved, thanking you on behalf of

          7  the people of the City of New York.

          8                 So, I will personally get those to

          9  you, but this is just a token of our appreciation.

         10                 We could never, ever, ever repay you

         11  for what you have done on behalf of the children of

         12  New York City.

         13                 As I've said to Michael Rubelle, when

         14  this lawsuit first started, "Michael, I want to see

         15  some results before -- step up here for a minute,

         16  Eva. Step here. Stand right there. -- Before my

         17  children graduate from high school.

         18                 When my children, my youngest

         19  daughter already graduated from high school. Now, we

         20  don't want this case to be like New Jersey. I want

         21  to see some money when Eva Moskowitz' youngest kid,

         22  which -- what's her name?

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Culver is

         24  in first grade.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: And when your
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          2  youngest daughter --

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Hannah,

          4  five and a half months.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: When she gets

          6  into kindergarten. We're going to do better then.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Okay, let's take a

          8  picture.

          9                 Thank you, all. God bless you.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Will the

         11  Stated Meeting, December 15th, come to order,

         12  please? All rise.  Roll call.

         13                 (Pledge of Allegiance.)

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Mr. Speaker.

         15                 Please stay on your feet.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, if you

         17  could rise with me. We're going to begin, instead of

         18  an invocation this morning, Father Hayes was

         19  unfortunately not able to be with us at the last

         20  minute, we're going to begin with a moment of

         21  silence for Sergeant Joe Bahnke, whose family is

         22  with us today, and I'm going to let Council Member

         23  DeBlasio, who represents Sergeant Bahnke, introduce

         24  his family.

         25                 Sergeant Bahnke was killed in the
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          2  line of duty after he had been called up to the

          3  National Guard to serve our country in Iraq. He

          4  re-enlisted after September 11th.

          5                 I actually knew Sergeant Bahnke

          6  personally. I remember him as a man of enormous

          7  generosity and warmth, who people loved. He was

          8  somebody who worked unbelievably hard, and believed

          9  in what he was doing, and he will be deeply, deeply

         10  missed by the people of the City of New York who are

         11  overwhelmed and enormously appreciative of not just

         12  his service but the service of all of his colleagues

         13  who are serving us abroad everyday.

         14                 Council Member DeBlasio.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

         16  Mr. Speaker.

         17                 We are truly honored to have with us

         18  today the wife of Sergeant Bahnke, Miriam, and his

         19  sons and his daughter, and I want to say that this

         20  is a loss that's felt very deeply in my community,

         21  but I know well beyond my community. I truly believe

         22  that not only all of us here at the City Council,

         23  but people all over New York City who are deeply

         24  saddened by the loss of such a good man and touched

         25  by his heroic actions, and I know we all want to
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          2  extend our condolences to this family that is

          3  suffering now, and we all want to support them.

          4                 And Mr. Speaker, I request that to

          5  honor Sergeant Bahnke's memory, I request that we

          6  have a moment of silence.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: If you would all join

          8  me.

          9                 (Moment of Silence observed.)

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         12  Member Reyna.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Motion of the

         14  minutes of the Stated Meeting on November 10th,

         15  2004, be adopted as printed.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         17                 Oh, sorry, we forgot the roll call.

         18  Well, now we'll go back to it.

         19                 Roll call.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Present.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: I'm here.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

         15                 (No response.)

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

                                                            36

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Messages and

         25  papers from the Mayor.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 410.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Public safety and

          4  education.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 411.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Public safety and

          7  education.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 412.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Land Use.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 413.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finance.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 414.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finance.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

         15  and Communications.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         18  Call-Ups.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 415.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: At this point I would

         21  ask the clerk to call the roll on M 415.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         15                 (No response.)

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye. Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         25                 (No response.)
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Today's Land

          5  Use Call-Ups were adopted by a vote of 45 in the

          6  affirmative, zero in the negative.

          7                 Communication from the Speaker.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, we're

          9  doing a number of important pieces of legislation

         10  today, three of which are overrides of the Mayor's

         11  vetoes of legislation which would strengthen the

         12  Campaign Finance system.

         13                 This City is justifiably proud of

         14  having the strongest campaign finance system in the

         15  country. It is a system that works. It is a system

         16  that make sure we limit contributions, limit

         17  spending, limit influence, provide a level playing

         18  field, ensure that those who have a desire and an

         19  ability to serve their communities can, regardless

         20  of their personal wealth. It is a system that

         21  functions particularly well because we strengthen it

         22  in every cycle, and it is a system that is under

         23  attack. And we will not see it weakened.

         24                 I am proud of this body, which has

         25  worked hard with numerous hearings over many, many,
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          2  many months, indeed years to come to this point with

          3  legislation that will quite simply level the playing

          4  field when there are those who would seek to spend

          5  more than three times the legal limit, ensure

          6  greater disclosure for those whether they're in the

          7  system or not, because the public has a right to

          8  know where people are raising their money from, how

          9  much they're spending, and what they're doing with

         10  it.

         11                 It would ensure that vendor

         12  contributions are not matched. It would restrict the

         13  ability of elected officials to send out mass

         14  mailing.

         15                 It is a sensible, reasonable step in

         16  the right direction, and that is not recognized just

         17  by the overwhelming number of Council members, who

         18  voted for this earlier, it is recognized by every

         19  good government group in the City. It is recognized

         20  indeed by the Campaign Finance Board itself, which

         21  is the entity that is charged with the

         22  responsibility of administering our elections fairly

         23  and cleanly. It is the right thing to do. It is the

         24  right thing to do now.

         25                 I want to thank all of you for your
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          2  support for this measure. I want to thank, in

          3  particular, Bill Perkins, who is Chair of the

          4  Government Operations Committee for his leadership

          5  and for the process of going through those months

          6  and months and months of hearings, and thank you,

          7  all, for your hard work in bringing us to this

          8  point.

          9                 I also want to thank my colleagues

         10  for their support of legislation that we pass today

         11  to provide a five percent tax credit to the film and

         12  TV production industry. We're doing this because it

         13  will help bring more jobs to New York, and in the

         14  end we believe will be revenue positive for the City

         15  of New York.

         16                 And let me be clear, the kinds of

         17  jobs that we're incentivising here are for working

         18  people in every part of this City.

         19                 We know this because we don't provide

         20  --

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         22  please.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER:-- The credit only

         24  goes to so-called below the line jobs. It doesn't go

         25  to the actors and actresses who command large
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          2  salaries. It goes to those who are behind the

          3  camera, who provide the carpentry, who build the

          4  stages, who provide the support, the catering and

          5  other support for these productions.

          6                 And, in so doing, we also are taking

          7  a step in the right direction of making sure that

          8  these jobs go to support every community in this

          9  City. And I'm pleased that the industry has agreed

         10  to join with the Council and a task force to address

         11  diversity issues in their workforce. It's their step

         12  in the right direction and the right thing to do.

         13                 I'd like to give the Chair of the

         14  Finance Committee, who shepherded this through, the

         15  opportunity to say a few words. Council Member David

         16  Weprin.

         17                 Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

         18                 We had one full-day hearing, and one

         19  half-day hearing on Intro. 454-A. It's going to

         20  provide a refundable credit up to five percent with

         21  a maximum of 12.5 million in addition to the 25

         22  million that the State is providing, only for those

         23  productions, whether they be film or TV, that

         24  perform 75 percent of the production studio expenses

         25  in the City of New York. So, clearly, clearly, it
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          2  will result in hundreds, hundreds of millions of

          3  dollars in additional revenue that we are not

          4  receiving right now.

          5                 In general, this proposed tax credit

          6  is designed to provide a financial incentive for the

          7  studio work involved, in producing a film or

          8  television show to occur in New York City.

          9                 When a film producer decides on a

         10  primary location for film production, and there was

         11  extensive testimony on this fact, that location is a

         12  beneficiary of a lot more expenditures than in cases

         13  where some location shots are done in the City, but

         14  the primary location for production occurs

         15  elsewhere.

         16                 Unfortunately, often films that

         17  require some shooting in New York are primarily

         18  produced for the most part in other cities, such as

         19  Toronto, where production costs are significantly

         20  lower.

         21                 We have long heard that New York City

         22  is too dependent on Wall Street, and the film and

         23  television industry is an important industry that

         24  tends to provide well-paying jobs with decent

         25  benefits across the entire employment spectrum.
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          2                 In addition, given our pride in New

          3  York City as a cultural capital and the marketing

          4  that goes along with people all over the world,

          5  seeing our City on films and on television, this is

          6  certainly an industry that we value very much in the

          7  City of New York.

          8                 Finally, we have obtained commitments

          9  from representatives of studio unions and production

         10  companies, to work with the Council on outreach,

         11  education and training to City residents in general

         12  and minorities in particular.

         13                 They have committed to work with the

         14  Council, as the Speaker mentioned, on a task force

         15  to foster greater participation and diversity in the

         16  industry, and in the new jobs we hope and expect

         17  that will come.

         18                 This bill falls under the heading of

         19  smart legislation, hotels, caterers, car services,

         20  restaurants, hardware stores, lumber yards, and a

         21  host of other businesses that testified before the

         22  Finance Committee, stand to directly benefit from

         23  the increased production of motion pictures, and

         24  television production.

         25                 I'm happy to support this
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          2  legislation, and I want to thank, in particular, two

          3  of the prime sponsors of this bill who have worked

          4  very closely with the Finance Committee, and that's

          5  Council Member David Yassky and Council Member Eric

          6  Gioia.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: That's it for me.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         10  of General Orders.

         11                 Council Member Barron.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Oh, I'm sorry. Just

         13  one second?

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Sure.

         15                 Back up. Hold on, Council Member

         16  Barron.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Charles.

         18                 I just want to acknowledge that we

         19  have one of New York City's great advocates who

         20  fights for us all the time up in Albany, and who is

         21  a good friend to this Council and to me personally,

         22  Assemblyman Steve Sinowitz, who is here.

         23                 Thank you for being with us,

         24  Assemblyman.

         25                 All right, now that really is it for
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          2  me.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Back to

          4  Council Member Barron.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

          6  Madam Chair.

          7                 I rise to say about Intro. 454-A, the

          8  movie industry, I'm going to support this, after

          9  speaking with Council Member Bill Perkins and his

         10  commitment to making sure that we have diversity.

         11  But I'm very, very concerned that every time we talk

         12  about development and jobs, we have to talk about

         13  diversity and we have to talk about more input from

         14  the new majority in this town.

         15                 I'm very concerned about that, that

         16  we passed on something, and this hasn't been

         17  guaranteed yet, it's all talk. There is no plan laid

         18  out or specifics. We're always passing something and

         19  then talking diversity. We'd like to have some

         20  specifics before we pass something, not after, and

         21  get all of these promises and research, and we'll

         22  work on it. But the mere fact that we have to even

         23  be talking about diversity speaks to the racism in

         24  the hiring practices of this industry. So, I'm

         25  hoping that it will pass, I'm voting for it, but we
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          2  have a serious scrutiny and vigilance over this

          3  project, so it's not another one of these promises

          4  that never really amounts to anything, to do

          5  anything about the 50 percent black males unemployed

          6  in this town, 43 percent black females, and 35

          7  percent of the Latinos unemployed. But, yet, we have

          8  all of these projects coming in, promising

          9  employment. I just hope that this is not another one

         10  of them, but I vote yes.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         12  Member Yassky.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you. I

         14  rise in support of the film production bill. I think

         15  this is exactly the sort of economic development

         16  initiative that the City needs to be undertaking.

         17                 You know, there's a view that the

         18  only way the City is going to create jobs, New York

         19  City is going to create jobs, is either in very

         20  high-paying finance industry jobs, or low-paying

         21  tourism industry jobs. But what that leaves out is

         22  the traditional blue collar-type job that pays well,

         23  pays enough to support a family, and enables regular

         24  New Yorkers to make a living and live here.

         25                 The film industry is a manufacturing
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          2  industry of the 21st century, and it provides

          3  exactly those sort of jobs. We, in New York City,

          4  are perfectly positioned to see that industry grow

          5  and grow and grow at a rapid rate, and this bill

          6  will help make sure that that becomes a reality.

          7                 I want to address the diversity

          8  concern that Council Member Barron just raised, and

          9  others raised as well. Absolutely, it is a priority,

         10  I know certainly, myself, as the sponsor of this

         11  bill, and I know of my colleagues in the Council, to

         12  ensure that the jobs that are created go to a

         13  diverse group of New Yorkers. I would say these are

         14  exactly the source of jobs we need to be creating to

         15  address chronic unemployment. These jobs do not

         16  require advanced degrees, did not require years and

         17  years of education, that the chronically unemployed

         18  often do not have. These jobs are available to folks

         19  with a high school education with some college.

         20                 That is why this industry is such an

         21  important one to promote here. To be sure, most,

         22  almost all of the jobs, truly, that are created by

         23  film production, are jobs that are available to a

         24  broad range of folks, and now we have to make sure

         25  that the unions and the producers work to make sure
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          2  they're distributed that way.

          3                 So, I want to thank Chair Weprin and

          4  Speaker Miller --

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          6  Council member.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: -- Not just

          8  for moving the bill, but for moving it so speedily.

          9  Thank you.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         11  Member Martinez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         13  Madam Public Advocate.

         14                 First of all, I'm going to be

         15  supporting Intro. 454-A. I will be supporting the

         16  Speaker and the Council on this.

         17                 But I just wanted to voice some

         18  concerns in terms of the needs for more cooperation

         19  between the movie industry and the City agency that

         20  issues the permit.

         21                 We find that in our community there

         22  is a lack of communication between the industry and

         23  the City agency when they come to our community to

         24  film, and often times we find that our residents are

         25  disturbed when they find themselves that their cars
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          2  are towed because of the insufficient or well-put

          3  signs that will inform individuals and residents

          4  they're going to be filming in the area.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

          6  please.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: The same is

          8  true, there need to be more cooperation between the

          9  industry and the communities that they're coming in

         10  to film.

         11                 But I will be voting in support of

         12  the Intro. I think that we do have an opportunity to

         13  expand in the economic development and job creation

         14  area.

         15                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         17  Member Jackson.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         19  Madam Public Advocate.

         20                 I rise, my colleagues, there is an

         21  item to be voted on today which is Intro. 114-A,

         22  which basically was introduced by my colleague Eva

         23  Moskowitz raising the penalty against landlords who

         24  fail to provide heat, basic heat and hot water to

         25  their tenants.
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          2                 Now, some of you may think, well,

          3  this is a no brainer, everyone receives heat and hot

          4  water. Well, let me tell you, that's not true.

          5                 And some landlords, you know, don't

          6  take it very seriously in the wintertime when people

          7  are freezing and people go to bed in three and four

          8  and five layers, and they turn their furnace, their

          9  oven and pilots on and have electrical heaters to

         10  keep warm.

         11                 I tell you, being cold and trying to

         12  go to sleep is not very easy.

         13                 And, so, I ask all of you, on behalf

         14  of those individuals that are in situations that are

         15  not receiving appropriate heat and hot water, I

         16  understand that there's a lot of good landlords out

         17  there that provide adequate heat and adequate hot

         18  water, but there are some out there that are just

         19  downright nasty, don't give a damn. And for those

         20  individuals, we should find them, and if necessary,

         21  put them in jail for not carrying out what the law

         22  says. Thank you.

         23                 Support 114-A.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member Lopez.

                                                            55

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Thank you,

          3  Madam Advocate.

          4                 I'm rising at this moment to

          5  congratulate the Council for the initiative to give

          6  tax breaks to the film industry.

          7                 What is amazing to me is that the

          8  body cannot embrace legislation that has been here

          9  pressing in this body for a long time, to graduate

         10  and to prepare children of this community, of this

         11  City of ours, of color, who will be able to fulfill

         12  those jobs. That legislation is a legislation that I

         13  sponsor, that's been sitting in this Council and

         14  have never have a hearing (sic).

         15                 If we're going to approve tax

         16  abatements and tax benefits to the industries in

         17  question, who are going to benefit by developing the

         18  business in here and enrich themself. The minimum

         19  thing that this Council can do is to pass

         20  legislation prior to, to guarantee that we're going

         21  to develop the skills of the children of this

         22  community, of this City of ours, that will be able

         23  to fulfill those jobs.

         24                 Now we're going to approach the tax

         25  benefits, but jobs are not going to be available for
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          2  children of color for a long, long time to come.

          3                 Good for the benefit to the industry,

          4  but for us who cannot see in the future and prepare

          5  the children to fulfill those jobs in advance.

          6                 Thank you.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  Member Gioia.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you,

         10  Madam Public Advocate. And thank you, also, Speaker,

         11  Council Member Yassky and Chairman Weprin, for your

         12  leadership on this bill that will foster and invest

         13  in a very important industry for New York City and

         14  especially my district.

         15                 The film industry is to New York what

         16  agriculture is to Iowa and building cars is to

         17  Michigan. We are an idea City that is fostering an

         18  idea economy in the media capital of the world.

         19                 This film bill that is an investment

         20  in that industry, and all too often when we're faced

         21  with budget crisis, not only this City but in

         22  municipalities and governments around the country,

         23  there is a kneejerk reaction, there is two

         24  kneejerks: One, cut spending; two, raise taxes, and

         25  some times they are necessary, but there's another
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          2  way and a better way and that is to grow the

          3  economy. And what we do here today is take a

          4  critical step towards doing that by investing in a

          5  vital sector, a grove sector in a New York City

          6  economy.

          7                 Thank you. I'm proud to be a sponsor

          8  of this bill.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  Member Koppell.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Thank you,

         12  very much, Madam Public Advocate.

         13                 I stand to support the override of

         14  the Mayor's vetoes on campaign finance reform. There

         15  has been a lot of discussion on this in light of

         16  with claims made that we shouldn't change the rules

         17  in the middle of the game. But if the rules are

         18  unfair, why shouldn't they be changed before the

         19  next round, or the next game is played? Do we want

         20  to allow another election to go by with rules that

         21  are not as fair as they can be. We have changed the

         22  Campaign Finance Laws on many occasions, and not

         23  said that we should wait two or four years before

         24  those changes go into effect.

         25                 Some of the changes here may affect
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          2  the Mayor adversely. Some of the changes here may

          3  affect the Mayor in a positive manner. In all cases,

          4  the changes here make the system more fair.

          5                 Many of the changes here have nothing

          6  to do with additional money. They have to do with

          7  additional disclosure. And everybody says disclosure

          8  is good. The best cure for any kind of political

          9  disease is to have sunshine shined upon it to kill

         10  the germs.

         11                 Disclosure is a good thing. Why is

         12  the Mayor vetoing all three of these bills when in

         13  many instances they actually help him, because he

         14  doesn't care about disclosure, he's just putting his

         15  own money into the campaign. He might care about

         16  disclosure of other people who are running.

         17                 There is no reason in the world,

         18  except the arrogance of power, that makes the Mayor

         19  veto this bill, especially because he has resources

         20  that almost no one else has, he should want to show

         21  that he is fair, he doesn't want to win an election

         22  just because he's the wealthiest candidate. That's

         23  not the way to show that you're being fair. It's

         24  right that we override the veto here. The Mayor

         25  should never have vetoed these bills. I'm happy to
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          2  support the override.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

          4  nobody else, report -- Council Member James. Sorry.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: I rise in

          6  regards to 454, and I support this bill, but I

          7  support it with reservation.

          8                 One of the major studios is going to

          9  be located in my district, in part of my district,

         10  and I believe that we are voting on this bill

         11  prematurely. I believe we're voting on this bill in

         12  absence of a disparity study which addresses the

         13  unemployment in communities of color.

         14                 We continue to pass and enact

         15  legislation's policy which is not directly tied to

         16  the creation of real jobs for people who need it

         17  most.

         18                 And the best way to deal with

         19  individuals who are suffering under the crushing

         20  weight of unemployment is to provide them, not with

         21  welfare, not with handouts, but with real jobs. And

         22  what we need to do is tie all of these tax subsidies

         23  that we're giving to these industries to jobs to New

         24  Yorkers, and to individuals who need it most.

         25                 We continue to provide subsidies to
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          2  industries where there is no real benefit to

          3  communities that are suffering from abject poverty.

          4                 We continue to create a system where

          5  we're enriching individuals and there is no real

          6  benefit to those who need it most.

          7                 Again, I've spoke to my colleague,

          8  Councilman Gioia, and he indicated to me that Silver

          9  Cup Industries has done much to employ residents in

         10  Queensbridge, and it's as a result of his

         11  encouraging words, and words from some of those

         12  industries who have told me we're going to do the

         13  right thing, that I'm voting for it.

         14                 But I am sick and tired of good faith

         15  efforts. We need language, and we have to tie it to

         16  benefit, tie it to subsidies for New Yorkers, and

         17  individuals who are unemployed, individuals in

         18  public housing throughout the City of New York.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         20  member.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: So, again, I am

         22  voting for this legislation, but with deep

         23  reservations.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Thank you.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member Perkins.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: First I'd

          5  like to take a moment to vote on all the Land Use

          6  Call-Ups, and I want to make a few remarks.

          7                 I want to stand with my colleague

          8  Tish James with regards to the essence of her

          9  concerns about diversity and about the role that the

         10  Council can play in making sure that as we move

         11  forward with respect to providing public benefits,

         12  no matter what they may be, that we tie it into

         13  creating opportunities, employment opportunities,

         14  especially for those communities that have

         15  historically been discriminated against.

         16                 It was heartening for me when we had

         17  our hearing with regard to the film industry, to

         18  hear them say that they admit that they had problems

         19  with discrimination in the past, and that they were

         20  interested in working with us and moving forward to

         21  address those problems of discrimination. That they

         22  admit that there's been some intransigence,

         23  particularly with respect to the unions, in terms of

         24  being inclusive, and that they needed to do

         25  something about it. So, I was pleased to hear that
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          2  they were moving in that direction. I was pleased

          3  that their response was to sit down with us and try

          4  to craft a diversity task force, an approach to

          5  making sure that not only do the jobs come to New

          6  Yorkers as they made their case, but also most

          7  importantly that the jobs come to those New Yorkers

          8  that have historically been discriminated against,

          9  particularly with regard to that union.

         10                 I think this provides us with an

         11  opportunity, a model, that we can use with respect

         12  to similar types of legislation, similar types of

         13  problems, and other industries where labor has been

         14  a problem. This is a step forward, I believe, by

         15  comparison to let's say the memorandum of

         16  understanding that we received with regard to the

         17  Croton project in which all that was committed to

         18  was that $300 million would be spent on parks in

         19  that neighborhood, as opposed to employment

         20  opportunities, especially for people of color.

         21                 So, thank you very much. I'm going to

         22  urge you all to vote aye on that bill.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         24  nobody else, report of special committees.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

          3  Standing Committees.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports on the

          5  Committee on Finance.

          6                 Intro. 454-A.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

          8  on the General Order Calendar.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

         10  413 and companion Reso 733.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         12  General Order Calendar.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

         14  414 and companion Reso 734.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         16  General Order Calendar.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports on the

         18  Committee on Governmental Operations.

         19                 Intro. 124-A.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         21  General Order Calendar.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 371-A.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         24  General Order Calendar.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 466-A.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          3  General Order Calendar.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 382.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 383.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 384.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports on the

         11  Committee on Housing and Buildings.

         12                 Intro. 114-A.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         14  on the General Order Calendar.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 189-A.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

         17  over.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         19  Committee on Land Use.

         20                 LU 131 and companion Reso 735.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         22  General Order Calendar.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 252 and

         24  companion Reso 736.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the
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          2  General Order Calendar.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 253 and

          4  companion Reso 737.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          6  General Order Calendar.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 261 and

          8  companion Reso 738.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         10  General Order Calendar.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 262 and

         12  companion Reso 739.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 295 and

         15  companion Reso 740.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 296 and

         18  companion Reso 741.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 297 and

         21  companion Reso 742.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 354 and

         24  companion Reso 743.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 355 and

          3  companion Reso 744.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 356 and

          6  companion Reso 745.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          9  LU 358 and companion Reso 746.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         12  LU 359 and companion Reso 747.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         15  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.

         16                 M 372 and companion Reso 748.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 373 and

         19  companion Reso 749.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 374 and

         22  companion Reso 750.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 385 and

         25  companion Reso 751.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports on the

          4  Committee on Transportation.

          5                 Reso 708.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

          8  Order Calendar.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 127-A.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 494-A.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         13  General Order Calendar.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 339 and

         15  companion Reso 752.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 340 and

         18  companion Reso 753.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 341 and

         21  companion Reso 754.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 361 and

         24  companion Reso 755.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution

          3  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          5  General Order Calendar.

          6                 At this point I'd ask the clerk to

          7  call the roll on all items coupled on the General

          8  Order Calendar.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Regarding

         10  Intro. 124-A, 371-A and 466-A, shall the bills pass

         11  the objection of the Mayor notwithstanding?

         12                 Continue the roll call.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Madam Public

         15  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Thank you.

         18                 On October 14th of this year, the

         19  Civil Service and --

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         21  please.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: On October

         23  14th of this year, the Civil Service and Labor

         24  Committee held a hearing on outsourcing of jobs,

         25  jobs lost to New York City, and at that hearing the
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          2  film industry came forward and explained how we have

          3  lost jobs from New York City because we just

          4  couldn't hold them here.

          5                 You know, to have a film production

          6  done about our former Mayor Rudy Giuliani done

          7  totally in Montreal, not a piece of which was done

          8  here in New York, is absolutely unacceptable.

          9                 To have a film called "The New York

         10  Minute," with the cute Olson twins, not to be filmed

         11  one minute in New York City, is absolutely

         12  unacceptable.

         13                 So, I am very happy to see, and am

         14  hopeful that Intro. 454, that we will encourage the

         15  film industry to keep these jobs here in New York

         16  City where they belong. And I will vote aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: I vote no on

         19  Intro. 124-A, no on 371-A, no on Intro. 466-A, and

         20  aye on all the rest.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I want to

          3  congratulate Melinda Katz on the work regarding

          4  dogs, I guess particularly in apartments. A very

          5  controversial issue.

          6                 This is not it. All right. I'm sorry,

          7  I apologize.

          8                 Okay, I'm going to talk about the job

          9  issue with the film, and the fact that what we

         10  learned in the day and a half hearing is that this

         11  is an industry that needs to, I believe, have some

         12  support.

         13                 I do want to emphasize, though, that

         14  the relationship between City Department of Small

         15  Business Services and the Industry needs

         16  strengthening.

         17                 We pointed out today that if you are

         18  a film industry, you have to move very fast. And it

         19  does appear that the City's bureaucracy doesn't

         20  allow them to produce workers in a very timely

         21  manner that fits their needs.

         22                 So, there are many ways that this

         23  bill will have to be monitored to be sure that the

         24  jobs are created.

         25                 I also want to congratulate Pam
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          2  Brier. She's a person who has integrity, knowledge,

          3  and of course, personal experience with the health

          4  community.

          5                 I vote aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Permission to

         10  explain my vote?

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE:  I want to

         13  congratulate Council Member Moskowitz for Intro.

         14  114-A, and Housing and Buildings Committee for

         15  passing it.

         16                 I'd like to also congratulate

         17  Councilman Gioia and Yassky and Councilman Perkins

         18  on their work with the film production credit and

         19  all aspects of it, including the diversity

         20  component, which is a necessary component in a City

         21  that's expanding and bringing in -- with new people

         22  entering the City every day that need the right

         23  opportunity for full and equal employment.

         24                 I also want to congratulate

         25  Councilman Perkins on all the issues with Campaign
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          2  Finance, and appeal to all of the members to pass

          3  the override.

          4                 I also want to congratulate the

          5  Finance staff on everything that they've been doing

          6  with the necessary reviews to ensure that the mod

          7  was done with the minimum impact on the City.

          8                 I vote aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I vote aye on

         15  all, except Intro. 124-A, 371-A, 466-A, I vote no on

         16  those three items.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Madam

         23  Public Advocate, may I be temporarily excused to

         24  explain my vote?

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: I'm going

          3  to be voting aye on all coupled general orders, with

          4  the exception of Intro. 124-A.

          5                 And I wanted to remind my colleagues

          6  that I have introduced a bill that actually would

          7  call for a reduction in the dollars for campaign

          8  finance for a two to one ratio, which I think in

          9  times when we're suffering economically would be the

         10  right decision.

         11                 I still firmly believe that the

         12  biggest impetus for changing government has been

         13  term limits and not as much the campaign financing

         14  system.

         15                 So, I hope that my colleagues will

         16  once review that bill again, and hopefully we can go

         17  back to the drawing board and potentially pass that

         18  bill out. Fiscally I think it's the right bill for

         19  the City of New York.

         20                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: May I be

          3  temporarily excused to explain my vote briefly?

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you,

          6  Madam Public Advocate.

          7                 I will vote, I vote aye on all,

          8  however, I feel compelled to join with concerns

          9  expressed by my colleagues, including Gale Brewer

         10  and Tish James, what with respect to the film tax

         11  credit, that we must ensure monitoring, full and

         12  adequate monitoring that, so that the intent of the

         13  bill, including its diversity intentions be fully

         14  implemented.

         15                 In addition, I feel compelled to note

         16  that while the film industry presents unique

         17  challenges and remains an important industry in our

         18  City, tax credits targeted to specific jobs or job

         19  categories or positions is generally not the best

         20  way to promote economic and job development. Far

         21  more effective, as well as equitable ways, are

         22  sector-based infrastructure and industry expansion

         23  investments, coupled with job training and

         24  promotion, and I'm voting aye on this bill in

         25  recognition of the unique facets of this industry,
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          2  but with the caveat that this does not set a

          3  precedent for pursuing this strategy for general job

          4  development and economic development.

          5                 For as I said, it remains the less

          6  than desirable strategy for most industries and in

          7  most cases.

          8                 Thank you very much. Again, I vote

          9  aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: May I be

         18  excused to explain my vote?

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: In regards to,

         21  again, 454, I vote aye but with some reservations.

         22                 I look forward to working with the

         23  film industry to address the social, the economic

         24  and the structural imbalance, in the City of New

         25  York.
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          2                 Best efforts have worked up to a

          3  certain point, but in certain communities, best

          4  efforts can no longer be applied.

          5                 We can no longer say to communities

          6  of color and communities that suffering under the

          7  weight of employment, trust me, I'll do the right

          8  thing.

          9                 I'm not talking about affirmative

         10  action, I'm talking about real and direct action to

         11  communities that need it.

         12                 So, I vote aye on 454 and the rest of

         13  the calendar. I vote no on LU 339 and Resolution

         14  752, LU 340 and Resolution 753, and LU 341 and

         15  Resolution 754, on those three bills I vote no.

         16  Thank you.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Madam Public

         19  Advocate, may I have a moment to explain my vote?

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you.

         22                 First let me commend Council Member

         23  James for her comments and also for her tenacious

         24  advocacy on behalf of those New Yorkers who need

         25  help the most and who are willing to go out there
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          2  and work but who do need a good job.

          3                 I'd like to speak a moment on the

          4  film bill. Just to reiterate some of the points we

          5  made in the subcommittee or in the committee, the

          6  committee, some of the members have not heard.

          7                 As you may know, as you do know,

          8  Madam Public Advocate, I represent Queensbridge,

          9  Ravenswood, and Woodside Houses. And just a block

         10  outside of my district is Astoria Houses, which is

         11  represented by Council Member Vallone. It is some of

         12  the densest public housing, and in fact some of the

         13  densest area of poverty anywhere in the United

         14  States of America.

         15                 I want to commend Silver Cup Studios

         16  for the work they have done with the East River

         17  Development Alliance, in going in and trying to find

         18  matching people to good jobs that pay a real wage.

         19                 I think that's a strong start. I

         20  think this bill, which will foster the film

         21  industry, will provide a lot of jobs.

         22                 It's incumbent upon the industry to

         23  make sure those jobs are equitably distributed, and

         24  that we make this economy grow for all New Yorkers,

         25  and it's incumbent upon us, there's been a lot of
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          2  rhetoric here and a lot of rhetoric in the Committee

          3  hearing about equity and about jobs.

          4                 We must now ensure through our

          5  vigorous oversight, that we nail that rhetoric down

          6  to procreastean bed of reality and jobs go where

          7  people need those jobs.

          8                 And I think it's important that we be

          9  vigilant in overseeing that. And I commit to do

         10  that, and I know my colleagues do as well.

         11                 With that, I vote yes on all. Thank

         12  you.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: I vote no on

         21  124-A, and 371-A and aye on the rest.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I'm voting no
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          2  on Intro. 371-A, no on Intro. 466-A, aye on the rest

          3  of the agenda.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Madam Public

          8  Advocate, I request leave to explain my vote?

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you.

         11                 On the matter of the tax credits for

         12  the film industry, let me say I have the greatest

         13  respect for my colleagues Gioia, Eric Gioia and

         14  David Yassky. And certainly as they have film

         15  studios in their districts, I understand why they

         16  are fighting so hard for the people in their

         17  districts and I commend their advocacy. I once had a

         18  film studio in my district, but owing to powerful

         19  forces off of Staten Island that studio is no longer

         20  in existence.

         21                 But that's not the issue for me. For

         22  me the concern is that I can think of very few

         23  instances where government gave special tax

         24  treatment to certain interests, whether through

         25  credits or abatements, whereby government didn't
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          2  come back to regret that later on. And certainly

          3  there are many that come to mind right now as we

          4  look across the landscape of New York City.

          5                 So, I'm deeply concerned about that,

          6  and I also think that there are many industries that

          7  could make the same case for this special tax

          8  treatment. Some are outside the City and some are

          9  here now, people who live in this City and work hard

         10  with small businesses to provide for their families

         11  and to provide good jobs. So, for me it's a great

         12  concern, and so I respectfully, and with great

         13  respect to my colleagues vote no on Intro. 454-A.

         14                 And with regard to the Campaign

         15  Finance Law. The issue in Campaign Finance is not

         16  the match or the contribution. The issue in Campaign

         17  Finance is the spending limits, and if the Mayor is

         18  so concerned about having good, fair election, and

         19  having people encouraged to come out to the polls,

         20  then he and all candidates should simply opt into

         21  the spending limits that apply equally across the

         22  board, and then we would have fair and equal

         23  elections for all people.

         24                 I vote yes on all other matters.

         25                 Thank you.
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          2

          3

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Madam

          6  Chair, please may I explain my vote?

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: I will

          9  also vote in the affirmative on the intros

         10  presented, and will also echo the sentiment of many

         11  of my colleagues, in particular members of the

         12  Latino, Black and Asian Caucus with respect to the

         13  film industry.

         14                 We always have concerns when tax

         15  incentives are provided for any industry, and we

         16  look forward to working with the Speaker and the

         17  industry to ensure that in fact these incentives

         18  will bear fruit and will result in diversity and

         19  employment opportunities for our very diverse City.

         20                 Thank you very much.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: I vote aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: May I be

          5  excused to explain my vote?

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: First, once

          8  again, I want to just vote on all Land Use Call-Ups.

          9                 Secondly, I just want to say that

         10  with respect to Intro. 124-A, 371-A and 466-A, this

         11  is a package of legislation that attempts to level

         12  once again the playing field, if democracy to thrive

         13  in New York City. These reforms are an important

         14  step towards increased fairness, by helping decrease

         15  the influence of special interests and reduce the

         16  advantage of self-funded candidates.

         17                 In addition, the reforms encourage

         18  greater participation in the Campaign Finance

         19  Program, provide important transparency of campaign

         20  funds raised and spent, and improve our best in the

         21  country campaign finance program.

         22                 In other words, this state-of-the-art

         23  program that we are so proud of, takes a giant step

         24  forward by virtue of this package of legislation.

         25                 Once again, I want to vote aye on
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          2  that package 124-A, Intro. 371-A, as well as Intro.

          3  466-A.

          4                 With regard to Intro. 454-

          5  A, I want to commend my colleague David Yassky for

          6  the outstanding work he's done in bringing forth

          7  this legislation.

          8                 I think it's an opportunity for us,

          9  again, as a Council to get this particular industry

         10  to be responsive to the diversity needs of our City,

         11  as well as in terms of the employment opportunities

         12  that it provides in general, and from that

         13  perspective I think it's worthy of all of us to

         14  support, and I want to also thank Eric Gioia for the

         15  outstanding work he's done as well on this

         16  particular piece of legislation. I vote aye on all.

         17  Thank you.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: I vote no

         20  on Intro. 124-A, no on Intro. 371-A, no on Intro.

         21  466-A, and yes on all others.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: I vote aye on

         24  all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Madam Public

          3  Advocate, may I be heard to explain my vote?

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Today is a

          6  great day for the City of New York in economic

          7  development, and for this great wonderful City in

          8  giving this tax credit to the movie industry.

          9                 I personally met with the movie

         10  industry prior to today, and they guaranteed that

         11  they are willing and ready to come forward to work

         12  with the minorities of this wonderful City of New

         13  York in helping them obtain jobs, teaching them the

         14  industry, and moving forward with them.

         15                 But also, I want to thank the State

         16  Assembly for also being out there at the forefront,

         17  because the State granted a ten percent tax credit

         18  also, and I thank Steve Simbowitz, the

         19  Assemblymember here today. Let him take the words

         20  back there, we appreciate the words back, we

         21  appreciate what they have done up in Albany.

         22                 So, in the interest of the wonderful

         23  City and for the people of this great City that it's

         24  going to be jobs to the City and help the people, I

         25  vote aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Yes. Madam

          8  President, may I be excused to explain my vote,

          9  please?

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: First of

         12  all, I would like to be voted (sic) on all Land Use

         13  Call-Ups in the affirmative, and I vote aye on all.

         14  Thank you.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: May I be

          5  excused to explain my vote?

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you.

          8                 With respect to the three Land Use

          9  items dealing with 85 Jay Street, I want to thank

         10  Chair Avella and Chair Katz, the Land Use, Zoning

         11  and Subcommittee, and Land Use Committee, for

         12  working extremely hard to make what was a flawed

         13  proposal into a much better one. And I do believe

         14  that the Land Use Committee was right to approve

         15  this proposal because of the concessions made by the

         16  proposal or the advocates of the proposal worsened,

         17  and significant enough to warrant the Land Use

         18  Committee support.

         19                 I nonetheless, do want to vote

         20  against those three items to register my belief that

         21  the rezoning of DUMBO must be done more

         22  comprehensively than in the piecemeal way that the

         23  Bloomberg Administration is going about it so far.

         24  But, again, I commend Chair Katz and Chair Avella

         25  for getting very much of what needed to be done

                                                            87

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  here. Thank you.

          3                 I vote aye on all other items,

          4  besides those three. Thank you.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: May I be

          7  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you, Madam

         10  Public Advocate.

         11                 For 30 years my father drove a train

         12  for the New York City Transit Authority all over

         13  this town, and I'm proud of the work that he did and

         14  I'm proud of the blue collar sensibilities and

         15  values that he instilled in me, and maybe it's

         16  because of that upbringing that I find when rich

         17  folks spend an obscene amount of money on public

         18  office, I find that so unnerving.

         19                 And maybe it's because of the

         20  upbringing that I was open to listening to the

         21  Council's attempts to even the playing field, and

         22  that's why I stood with the Council on two of the

         23  three bills, and I stand with them again on two of

         24  the three bills.

         25                 But with that said, I think it's
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          2  still clear to me that four to one is problematic,

          3  six to one is just plain wrong.

          4                 So, I will vote yes on all, with the

          5  exception of 124-A on which I vote no.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Madam Public

          8  Advocate, if I may be excused to explain my vote?

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you very

         11  much.

         12                 I'd like to speak in favor of Intro.

         13  454-A because it only makes sense. Every time a

         14  person turns on a TV and sees our famous skyline, or

         15  sees our City parks, or sees the rich culture that

         16  we have here in the City of New York, that only

         17  entices them to continue to want to come and come

         18  visit our great City.

         19                 When they come visit, of course that

         20  means they spend a good amount of money in the

         21  hotels, in the restaurants, and within our

         22  neighborhoods, within the outer boroughs as well.

         23                 So, that's why I think it makes sense

         24  that the City of New York could initiate a program

         25  where we give the $12.5 million tax credit to ensure
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          2  that we don't continue to leave production within

          3  our City.

          4                 This is only a make-sense situation

          5  where we can say to the production companies, keep

          6  on doing the businesses here, keep on making sure

          7  New York City stays on TV as often as possible, and

          8  make sure that when it's actually on TV, that it's

          9  New York City that they're actually taping and not

         10  some production site in Canada or in other states.

         11                 So, with that being said, I vote aye

         12  on all. Thank you.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Charles.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

         16  Madam Public Advocate.

         17                 I just wanted to clarify my vote on

         18  the Land Use item, and that's item, Land Use Item

         19  309 and Reso 752, LU 340 and Reso 753, LU 341 and

         20  Reso 754, and I'd like to vote no on those three

         21  items, to be consistent with my vote in committee.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

         25  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a
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          2  vote of 49 in the affirmative, zero in the negative,

          3  zero abstentions, with the exception of Intro.

          4  124-A, which is adopted by a vote of 43 in the

          5  affirmative, six in the negative, zero abstentions.

          6                 And Intro. 371-A, which is adopted by

          7  a vote of 44 in the affirmative, five in the

          8  negative, and zero abstentions.

          9                 And Intro. 466-A, which is adopted by

         10  a vote of 45 in the affirmative, four in the

         11  negative, zero abstentions, and Intro.

         12                 454-A, which was adopted by a vote of

         13  48 in the affirmative, one in the negative, zero

         14  abstentions.

         15                 And LU 339 and Reso 752, which is

         16  adopted by a vote of 46 in the affirmative, three in

         17  the negative, zero abstentions.

         18                 And LU 340 and Reso 753, which is

         19  adopted by a vote of 46 in the affirmative, three in

         20  the negative, zero abstentions.

         21                 And LU 341 and Reso 754, which is

         22  adopted by a vote of 46 in the affirmative, three in

         23  the negative, zero abstentions.

         24                 The revised Land Use Call-Ups vote is

         25  44 in the affirmative, zero in the negative.
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          2                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: All items are

          4  referred to the Committee as indicated on the

          5  schedule.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

          7  of Resolutions. Remember, you have one minute.

          8                 Council Member Vallone.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Thank you,

         10  Madam Chair. Today we're voting on a few resolutions

         11  that came out of the Public Safety Committee.

         12                 81-A and 247-A regard improving

         13  Megan's Law. This is a good law. It deals with

         14  community notification when a sexual predator is

         15  released. It must be made better. Right now the law

         16  says community notification is discretionary. It

         17  should be mandatory. The parents need information

         18  about sexual predators, and that's what we're

         19  asking.

         20                 Amber alert. Another good program.

         21  Intro. -- Reso 624. Must be improved. If you're

         22  driving on a highway, you should not see a sign that

         23  says Amber alert if you tune to local radio. A

         24  motorist does not have time to do that, find a local

         25  station, write down the number with a pen and paper.
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          2                 They should have the license plate on

          3  the sign, and they should have this information on

          4  the highway advisory channel.

          5                 These are common sense improvements,

          6  and I appreciate your support.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member Fidler.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you,

         11  Madam Public Advocate.

         12                 We may not all agree on whether the

         13  United Nations' fulfilled its mandate. We may not

         14  all agree on whether the United Nations should still

         15  call New York home, but I like to think that we can

         16  all agree that a healthy debate is a good thing for

         17  democracy and our Council is no exception.

         18                 I, along with many of you already,

         19  have sponsored Resolution 729, legislation calling

         20  on the State Senate and Assembly to reject expansion

         21  plans. Everyone I talk with, all the e-mails I've

         22  received --

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  member, I don't think this is on yet.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: It's okay. I
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          2  don't mind talking about it again.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: You're a

          4  little bit out of order. Why don't you wait until

          5  it's in order. We'll put you on the list.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: That's hard to argue

          7  with, Madam Public Advocate.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member Moskwitz.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Thank you,

         11  Madam Public Advocate.

         12                 I rise today to speak on a resolution

         13  that Council Member Jackson and myself and Speaker

         14  Gifford Miller, have introduced, it's passed out of

         15  the Education Committee. This has to do with a very,

         16  very important court case, and the Special Masters

         17  have ruled. We are waiting for Albany to act. We

         18  urge them to act now. A generation of children have

         19  not received the funds that they are entitled to,

         20  and let's not have yet another generation of

         21  children not receive these funds.

         22                 Thank you very much.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Jackson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,
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          2  Madam Public Advocate.

          3                 My colleagues, good afternoon.

          4                 This resolution is a very, very

          5  important resolution. We're sending a message to

          6  Albany, to Governor Pataki, to Joe Bruno, the Senate

          7  Leader, Shelly Silver, the Speaker of the State

          8  Assembly, and to all the other colleagues up in the

          9  State Legislature, that this body, the New York City

         10  Council, representing 8 million New Yorkers and 1.1

         11  million school children --

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time,

         13  Council member. You get one minute.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Vote

         15  positively on this resolution. Thank you.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         17  Council member.

         18                 Council Member Nelson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you,

         20  Madam Public Advocate.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: One minute,

         22  sir.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Okay.

         24                 I sit today to urge all of my dear

         25  colleagues to vote yes on Reso 672. This is a
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          2  serious issue, my colleagues. This is the 20th

          3  anniversary of an innovative program known as

          4  COPSHOT, which stands for Citizens being Outraged

          5  about Police being Shot.

          6                 This program was a creation of Edward

          7  Arogone, a Bronx business man, who was alarmed at

          8  the number of police officers being shot in the

          9  1980s.

         10                 To date this program has awarded its

         11  $10,000 award over 20 times, and has been

         12  instrumental in helping to solve a number of police

         13  shootings, including four surrenders.

         14                 My thanks to Speaker Gif Miller and

         15  Chairman Vallone for their support of this

         16  resolution, and sign on, it's Reso 672. It's a

         17  win/win for the whole entire City of New York.

         18                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         20  Member Perkins.

         21                 Council Member Katz.

         22                 Seeing nobody else, now we move --

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Reso 81-A.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Okay, we're

         25  going to vote now on the resolution.
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          2                 Resolution 81-A. All in favor?

          3                 Opposed?

          4                 Reso adopted.

          5                 Reso 247-A.

          6                 Opposed?

          7                 Adopted.

          8                 Reso 624. In favor?

          9                 Opposed?

         10                 Adopted.

         11                 Reso 672. In favor?

         12                 Opposed?

         13                 Adopted.

         14                 Reso 702. In favor?

         15                 Opposed?

         16                 Adopted.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Okay.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         19  Discussion.

         20                 Mr. Speaker.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Madam

         22  Public Advocate.

         23                 I just want to note a couple of

         24  landmarks today.

         25                 One is that, I don't know whether
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          2  he's still here, but this is Council Member Jose

          3  Serrano's last meeting. We've congratulated him on

          4  being elected to the State Senate. We congratulated

          5  him on being married. Now he really is leaving. This

          6  is like the third ovation that we've given him in a

          7  row. But we will continue giving him ovations

          8  because he works for us in the State Senate, and we

          9  thank him as a colleague and as a friend, and wish

         10  him very, very well.

         11                 It's also Oliver Koppell's birthday.

         12  Oliver, happy birthday to you. And that's it for me.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member Gennaro.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

         16  Madam Public Advocate.

         17                 I would just like to take this

         18  opportunity to thank the Speaker, and to thank you,

         19  Madam Public Advocate, and Mr. Robles, and all my

         20  colleagues. I was made aware of the fact that the

         21  Speaker and my colleagues made a tribute to my dad

         22  on the floor at the last public, at the last Stated

         23  Meeting.  On behalf of myself and members of my

         24  family, I wish to thank all of you from the bottom

         25  of my heart for that very gracious tribute. Thank
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          2  you. God bless you all. I love you all.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Vallone.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: I'm going to

          6  pass. Thank you.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  Member Vallone?

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: I'm going to

         10  pass. Thank you.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         12  Member Gentile.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Thank you,

         14  Madam Public Advocate.

         15                 Just a week ago, or a little more

         16  than a week ago, we buried a firefighter who was

         17  killed in Iraq during combat, and rightfully so the

         18  City granted him a full, his family a full pension.

         19                 Today I, in similar terms, introduce

         20  Intro. 517, which would extend an annual leave to

         21  City employees who return from combat military

         22  service in Iraq and come home to their families, and

         23  this would extend them an additional five days of

         24  annual leave so that they can be with their families

         25  and have that time without having to be concerned
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          2  about returning to City service upon returning to

          3  this country.

          4                 So, this is a way I think we can

          5  extend additionally our thanks to those men and

          6  women who served in combat in Iraq and in those

          7  areas.

          8                 I ask you to sign onto it. I know

          9  Council Member Nelson, James, Oddo, Gallagher,

         10  Gerson and Lanza already signed on as co-sponsors,

         11  and I urge all my colleagues to do likewise.

         12                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member Barron.

         15                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         16                 I rise to express my outrage and

         17  profound disappointment in my colleagues that was at

         18  a press conference earlier today and regarding the

         19  United Nations.

         20                 To make some of those racial remarks

         21  that the United Nations should be sent to Africa, is

         22  to go to Zimbabwe or Mozambique, that anybody who

         23  supports the United Nations is supporting terrorism,

         24  and anti-Semitism, it is outrageous.

         25                 You can be against certain things
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          2  without making those kind of racial comments. The UN

          3  expansion to a 35-story building is a no-brainer.

          4  The UN brings $2.5 billion to New York City, hires

          5  16,400 employees, and for us to use that for some

          6  political agenda of yours and say it should be moved

          7  to Africa, move it somewhere else, is outrageous. I

          8  resent it, and I think they owe us an apology,

          9  publicly, not privately, that if we're going to have

         10  debates on the United Nations, let's keep it

         11  respectable, intellectual and clean. This was

         12  outrageous.

         13                 The UN has been around for a long

         14  time now. The United Nations, 40 million people have

         15  come by the United Nations over its existence and

         16  brought a lot to this economy. New York City is a

         17  United Nation. Just about every country is

         18  represented in New York City.

         19                 So, let the investigations continue

         20  around the fuel for oil. That's going to be resolved

         21  in January. We'll hear results. Let's not rush to

         22  judgment. And if we have some opposition, let it be

         23  intellectual, not no foolishness.

         24                 I think it was an embarrassing

         25  representation of this body. Thank you.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member Gioia.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you,

          5  Madam Public Advocate.

          6                 Today I have introduced legislation

          7  to honor a true American hero, Frank Cargo.

          8                 Frank was a hero not just to Irish

          9  Americans, not just to new Americans, but to all

         10  Americans.

         11                 I believe strongly that if we were to

         12  name a thousand streets and have a thousand

         13  monuments, we would not even begin to recognize the

         14  tremendous contribution Frank has made to the

         15  Woodside community, the county of Queens, to New

         16  York City and the thousands of immigrants and the

         17  new Americans Citywide.

         18                 Our country's foreign policy in the

         19  war in Iraq can be contentious issues. However, I

         20  hope that we can all agree that all of our brave men

         21  and women, who are willing to risk their lives in

         22  the armed services should be treated as heroes. The

         23  heroes that they are.

         24                 I am committed to ensuring that all

         25  of our service men and women are given the respect
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          2  that they have earned when they come home.

          3                 Unfortunately, Frank, after he left

          4  for Iraq at the age of 51 would never come home

          5  alive again.

          6                 But I think that renaming Woodside

          7  Avenue, between 59th and 60th Street, in Woodside,

          8  in front of the Emerald Isle Immigration Center, an

          9  organization that Frank founded, an organization

         10  that has helped countless families in my

         11  neighborhood and across this City access the

         12  American dream is an appropriate monument to Frank.

         13                 It's my hope that those who knew him

         14  would look up and have a warm spirit fill their

         15  bodies. To those that did not know him, I hope they

         16  will look up and ask who he was, and in this way his

         17  good deeds may live on forever.

         18                 I thank you for this, and I ask you

         19  for support of all of my colleagues in the City

         20  Council.

         21                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         23  Member Fidler.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Thank you,

         25  Madam Public Advocate.
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          2                 As much as it pains me to agree with

          3  Council Member Barron, which is not the reason that

          4  I stood up here to begin with, I did find the choice

          5  of words at the UN press conference today to be

          6  inappropriate. And I want to assure Council Member

          7  Barron, that I remain to disassociate myself with

          8  those words, and that no member of the Council

          9  uttered those words. So, I hope we did not bring

         10  disrespect to the body at the time that we were

         11  trying to make a point about our view of the United

         12  Nations.

         13                 What I did stand up here to talk

         14  about is to try and, I realize very few people

         15  listen during what I call affectionately "babble

         16  time," but I do hope that some of you do hear this.

         17                 On December 1st, I joined Roger

         18  Toussaint and the Transit Workers Union at a press

         19  conference, to call attention to the MTA's

         20  continuing plan to computerize the L Train as the

         21  first train line in the City of New York that's

         22  going to be robotized.

         23                 No one heard that press conference

         24  because at 4:30 that morning a train derailed, a

         25  motorman led half the passengers off the front of

                                                            104

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  the train, the conductor led half the passengers off

          3  the rear of the train, and then a fire condition

          4  ensued during most of the day that became the lead

          5  story on the news.

          6                 Yesterday, someone working on the

          7  tracks in this City was killed by a train, New York

          8  City's subway system is different from any other in

          9  the world. On January 13th, Chairman Liu of the

         10  Transportation Committee, I want to thank him for

         11  this, is going to hold a hearing that is going to

         12  look into the MTA's plan to computerize the trains

         13  in our City.

         14                 I think we need to pay attention to

         15  this issue. Because it is going to put people's

         16  lives at risk. It is going to use your constituents

         17  and mine as lab rats. January 13th.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         19  Council Member.

         20                 Council Member Jackson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         22  Madam Public Advocate.

         23                 I rise in order to ask my colleagues,

         24  can you please sign up on Intro. No. 521? Intro. No.

         25  521 is to amend the City Charter, with respects to
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          2  -- let me tell you what it's about -- where a City

          3  agency looks to contract out for personal services

          4  in excess of $100,000, they must do a cost benefit

          5  analysis and provide that analysis to the City

          6  Comptroller. That's what the law says.

          7                 Well, the law does not say they have

          8  to give it to us. So, this law would be amended with

          9  three additional words and to this City Council and

         10  to the Council. So, they must give us that cost

         11  benefit analysis. And you may say, well, don't they

         12  give it to you anyhow?

         13                 Well, the answer is, no, they do not.

         14  And nothing mandates them to give us that cost

         15  benefit analysis. So, I ask all of you to sign up on

         16  Intro. 521, where it will mandate a City agency who

         17  is looking to contract out for personal services, in

         18  excess of $100,000, to give us that cost benefit

         19  analysis.

         20                 And number two, I rise in support of

         21  Council Member Barron and Resolution 728.

         22                 As a member of this body, I say to

         23  you that New York City is the most diverse City in

         24  the world, and the United Nations of appropriate

         25  home is here in New York City, and considering the
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          2  fact that they need to be expanded, I support the

          3  expansion.

          4                 As Speaker Miller said, there are

          5  issues, community issues that have to be worked out,

          6  but overall I support the expansion and I urge my

          7  colleagues not to get involved in all the other

          8  stuff but sign up on Resolution 728, which supports

          9  the expansion of the United Nations. The world body

         10  that hopefully will bring peace and security to

         11  everyone throughout the world.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         13  Member Moskowitz.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Thank you,

         15  Madam Public Advocate.

         16                 The UN is in my district and I have

         17  been taken aback by some of the statements of my

         18  colleagues, including that the UN is the employer of

         19  terrorist organizations.

         20                 I think it's important to remember

         21  that we are the host City of this body. I would be

         22  the first to admit that it is a flawed body, as most

         23  are, and there have been statements that have been

         24  made by member nations that I find anti-Israel and

         25  offensive in many ways. But I do not think that
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          2  means that we should not be hospitable to the UN. We

          3  have taken what is essentially a Land Use

          4  construction project and turned it into a referendum

          5  on international affairs, and I think that's

          6  unfortunate. While, of course, there are many

          7  complex issues that the community faces, including

          8  mitigation of the proposed alienation of parkland,

          9  and I would want to see that resolved and worked out

         10  in a way that meets the concerns of the community, I

         11  think we should stick to what we do best, which is

         12  Land Use.

         13                 Thank you very much.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  Member Perkins.

         16                 Council Member Lopez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Thank you,

         18  Madam Public Advocate.

         19                 I want to congratulate this body for

         20  expeditiously being able to put legislation that

         21  take care of the finances of the film industry. Also

         22  for expeditiously take care of owners of pets in

         23  this City, and guarantee that they will have a

         24  companion. I cannot congratulate this body and the

         25  leadership of this place, is for not taking care for
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          2  people with disability, being able to transpose

          3  themself in this City.

          4                 What I cannot congratulate this body

          5  either is for note expeditiously looking for

          6  legislation that will guarantee that the taxis and

          7  the ferry system will be a system that will be

          8  inclusionary and give them the opportunity to ride

          9  on it. And I also cannot congratulate this body for

         10  speaking about giving funding to the ferry system

         11  and make sure that they are safe, but we cannot make

         12  it inclusionary allowing people with disability to

         13  be able to travel then.

         14                 Therefore, in this Christmas and in

         15  this season, I congratulate the body for taking care

         16  for important things. I wonder when people with

         17  disability will be important to this body and will

         18  be important to take care of them too. Give them

         19  that gift. Tell them that they are humans that

         20  count.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         22  Member Perkins.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         24  very much.

         25                 I'm going to be very brief because
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          2  this is a, I want to say that we are celebrating a

          3  very, very important birthday. It's the first

          4  anniversary of the passing, by this Council, of the

          5  Landmark Childhood Lead Prevention Act. And, so,

          6  it's been a year since we've made that historic step

          7  on behalf of the children of New York City. In fact,

          8  tomorrow is the actual year day, but I think it's a

          9  moment that we need to recognize because it is a

         10  landmarked piece of legislation that has not only

         11  been a great accomplishment for our City, our times,

         12  but it's an accomplishment for our country, because

         13  it is a model that many other jurisdictions, many

         14  other cities are looking at. And, so,

         15  congratulations to each and every one of you for the

         16  outstanding work that you have done on behalf of the

         17  children of the City of New York, in this time of

         18  giving in this season when we are celebrating,

         19  especially providing gifts for the children, there

         20  can be no greater gift than the gift of health for

         21  the children of the City of New York, especially the

         22  5,000 that annually were crippled for life, we can

         23  see that as an embarrassment, a shame of the past,

         24  and that the futures of our children are one step

         25  better, one step stronger, in terms of them becoming
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          2  like us, possibly, Council members that represent

          3  other children as well.

          4                 Thank you so much.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          6  Member Felder.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you very

          8  much.

          9                 I would just like to mention that on

         10  the issue of the United Nations, if anyone was

         11  offended by any of the remarks that were made at the

         12  press conference, I apologize publicly, but I would

         13  like to really talk about the issue at hand, which

         14  is not where the United Nations goes, but rather

         15  that it leave New York City. So, it's irrelevant

         16  whether they go to Paris, the French love them and

         17  the British love them, they can go anywhere else,

         18  wherever they want, the destination is irrelevant.

         19                 Some of you may have heard these

         20  comments earlier, but repetition is always good. We

         21  may not all agree on whether the United Nations

         22  fulfills its mandate. We may not all agree on

         23  whether the United Nations should still call New

         24  York Home, but I'd like to think that we would all

         25  agree that a healthy debate is a good thing for
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          2  democracy and our Council is no exception.

          3                 I, along with many of you already,

          4  have sponsored Reso 729, legislation calling on the

          5  State Senate and the Assembly to reject the

          6  expansion of the UN.

          7                 The UN just doesn't care, period. It

          8  doesn't care about the general welfare of New York.

          9  It doesn't care about security concerns of America

         10  and its allies, it doesn't care about human rights

         11  in the Sudan. It doesn't care about fighting

         12  terrorism. It doesn't care about democracy. From my

         13  point of view, I see no reason at all to do this

         14  world body any favors, and I'm asking you to join me

         15  in asking the State Legislature to also not do them

         16  any favors.

         17                 This will cost taxpayers as much as

         18  $1 billion. Our constituents have more important

         19  needs, such as housing, security and many other

         20  issues. Thank you very much.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         22  Member Katz.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Thank you, Madam

         24  Public Advocate.

         25                 I would like to affiliate my comments
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          2  with Lou Fidler's. I do believe the United Nations

          3  should not give the expansion -- should not get the

          4  expansion for park property. I don't agree with many

          5  of its views, not only the United States, but also

          6  on Israel. But the fact of the matter is, I do

          7  believe they are bad neighbors. They don't pay their

          8  parking fines. They will not allow the

          9  investigations for food, for oil, and, you know, if

         10  this were a corporation that was working in the City

         11  of New York, and they were at every corner, not

         12  allowing an investigation of any behavior in their

         13  corporation that we thought might be illegal or

         14  might have problems, then we would never

         15  congratulate them and give them property in order to

         16  say thank you when they're so obviously a snub to

         17  the City of New York.

         18                 So, I just wanted to affiliate,

         19  though, with Lou Fidler, that I don't think that we

         20  should lose sight of what we were fighting for.

         21                 The second thing is, Intro. 512 is a

         22  day care bill. Many of you signed onto my day care

         23  legislation when Matthew Perilli was killed in a day

         24  care center. That legislation is now for City

         25  facilities. Day care centers are divided into four
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          2  types of facilities, three of them are state day

          3  care centers. This bill, Intro. 512 today, would

          4  create the power by Consumer Affairs to be able to

          5  regulate the day care centers, that if they get a

          6  violation which causes a serious injury or any

          7  violation that is serious in their facility, they

          8  have to notify their parents within 48 hours of that

          9  violation, they have to put it on the door of their

         10  building, and we hope to be able to get the

         11  information to the parents so that they can make

         12  learned judgements as to where their children are on

         13  a daily basis. Oh, it's 522. Excuse me, it's Intro.

         14  522. Thank you, Councilman Addabbo.

         15                 So, please join me in this

         16  legislation, as well as the other legislation that

         17  you have. A State resolution will also be coming,

         18  asking the State Legislature to create the same type

         19  of notice provisions at the State level.

         20                 I want to thank all of you for the

         21  support you gave me on the day care legislation. The

         22  Perilli family thanks everyone, and hopefully we

         23  will be able to get this into law by January.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council
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          2  Member James.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: In this season

          4  of peace and goodwill and charity to others, I just

          5  want to extend happy holidays for all the armed

          6  services, all the armed forces abroad, and to all my

          7  colleagues and their family, I wish you all a happy

          8  and a blessed holiday and hope that we will come

          9  back in the new year with continued vigor and

         10  continued commitment to the issues that concern New

         11  Yorkers.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member Brewer.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you,

         16  Madam Public Advocate.

         17                 I want to bring your attention to

         18  515. It's simply a bill that says that buildings in

         19  New York City should indicate the number of the

         20  street. When one is wondering around the City as we

         21  all do, you sometimes cannot figure out which

         22  building you are supposed to be entering for an

         23  event, and that's the same problem for the Post

         24  Office, for Federal Express and all the other

         25  companies looking to deliver packages and mail. I
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          2  hope that you will join us. It's been an issue for

          3  many, many years.

          4                 Number two, I want to mention that on

          5  January 10th, 2:00 to 5:00 p.m.. The Technology

          6  Committee will be at Polytechnic University in

          7  Brooklyn. We will be there to talk about the

          8  Economic Development, regarding broadband and fiber

          9  and trying to think of ways that either as a

         10  public/private partnership, private sector, public

         11  sector, how can we make sure that we are wireless or

         12  Y max, or just plain old fiber or cable? How can we

         13  make sure that there is opportunity effectively,

         14  cost effectively and efficiently for small business

         15  and non-profits that do their business.

         16                 Thank you very much.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  Member Koppell.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Ladies and

         20  gentlemen, I am very disturbed at some of the

         21  remarks that have been made here today concerning

         22  the United Nations.

         23                 I certainly don't support many of the

         24  resolutions of the United Nations, particularly the

         25  general assembly.
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          2                 I have called for certain terrorist

          3  organizations not to be allowed to participate in

          4  the United Nations. But let us remember what the

          5  United Nations is. It is representative of almost

          6  every nation in the world, over 180 countries are

          7  represented and come together in our city to discuss

          8  issues. We often disagree. We may disagree as

          9  Americans, we may disagree as people. We may

         10  disagree as Jews. But at least both people are

         11  coming together and talking, rather than killing

         12  each other.

         13                 Let us not forget what happened in

         14  the 1930s after the League of Nations was able to

         15  fall part when the United States didn't participate.

         16                 Let us not forget what happened in

         17  Europe, when 6 million Jews and 12 million human

         18  beings were killed because we had no forum to

         19  discuss issues and to take action against countries

         20  that violate normal standards of behavior.

         21                 We need a world body.  To throw them

         22  out of New York only means we'll have less

         23  influence. Maybe we don't have as much influence as

         24  we want, but at least those people are coming from

         25  180 countries, read our newspapers, listen to our TV
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          2  and radio and hopefully will be influenced by our

          3  views by being here.

          4                 Let alone, the tremendous economic

          5  support that New York City has from the thousands of

          6  diplomats and tens of thousands of visitors who come

          7  here because United Nations are here.

          8                 It is inconceivable to me to urge the

          9  United Nations to leave this City. It is one of the

         10  things that makes us a world city, and we certainly

         11  should not be inhospitable to that body, and we

         12  should work out with our Land Use people the ability

         13  of that body to expand if they need to expand.

         14                 I stand in real concern over the

         15  spreading politization of this issue. The United

         16  Nations in New York makes me very proud, even though

         17  I deeply disagree with many of the things that they

         18  do.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         20  Council member.

         21                 Council Member Dilan.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Thank you,

         23  Madam Public Advocate.

         24                 Very briefly, I want to echo some of

         25  the sentiments raised by my colleague, Council
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          2  Member Lew Fidler, in regards to the L train, and I

          3  also want to thank my colleague John Liu, the Chair

          4  of the Transportation, for getting the MTA to come,

          5  I guess for the first time, to publicly explain

          6  what's going on with the changes on the L Train.

          7                 Just, in my opinion, this is

          8  something that's been given little public disclosure

          9  about removing these Transit workers from the L

         10  Train.

         11                 Everybody knows that just along the L

         12  line itself, the MTA has proposed to close several

         13  of those token booths, which means that along that

         14  corridor of the L train, the ridership of North

         15  Brooklyn may not see a human body for seven to eight

         16  stops, which only promotes criminal activity to

         17  happen in that corridor.

         18                 I think it's a huge mistake, and I

         19  look forward to the MTA coming here when Council

         20  Member Liu holds his hearings, and I hope that

         21  they're truly prepared to answer some of the

         22  questions and concerns that we have, because this

         23  can't be seen simply as technological progress on

         24  this issue, to have computerized subways. I think

         25  this is a huge mistake, and somebody really needs to
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          2  take a look at how these authorities come to make

          3  these decisions in vacuums.

          4                 I think Alan Hevesi hit on something

          5  huge with these authority reforms, and the MTA is a

          6  perfect example of an authority that needs to be

          7  reformed. There is no input. Just their coming here

          8  to the Council and explaining what's going on to the

          9  riding public is considered quote/unquote a favor to

         10  this body. I find that totally disrespectful, and I

         11  really wish there was something we could do more

         12  than beyond advocate for this issue.

         13                 I'm totally disappointed. I grew up

         14  my whole entire life riding the L Train just to get

         15  to 14th Street and other places in the City, and I'm

         16  very deeply concerned as a person and a legislator

         17  from that area, what's going on in that portion of

         18  Brooklyn. Thank you.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         20  Council Member.

         21                 Council Member Oddo.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I just want to

         23  follow-up very quickly on what Council Member Dilan

         24  just said.

         25                 On July 4th, 1997, the MTA made a
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          2  decision to stop collecting fares on Staten Island

          3  Railway, and now they only collect a fare at the end

          4  of St. George.

          5                 The whole point of it was to

          6  essentially lay off and do away with the conductors.

          7  And that has completely changed the culture, the

          8  climate and the tone on those trains.

          9                 There really is a sense of

         10  lawlessness on a lot of those trains and you can't

         11  ride a Staten Island Railway train or go to a Staten

         12  Island Railway station without seeing graffiti,

         13  scrachiti (phonetic), without seeing windows that

         14  were kicked out, and I would just urge all of my

         15  colleagues, whether you're from Brooklyn or from

         16  Staten Island or any other borough, to not allow the

         17  MTA to do to your trains in your communities what

         18  they did to Staten Island.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         20  Council member.

         21                 Seeing nobody else, the meeting of

         22  December 15th is adjourned.

         23                 (Hearing concluded at 3:50 p.m.)

         24
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