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          1  COMMITTEE ON LAND USE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Welcome, everyone,

          3  to the full Committee of the Land Use Committee.

          4                 We are going through the agenda first

          5  and then we have an item that we have called up from

          6  Planning and Dispositions, with the Chair's

          7  knowledge and acquisition.  There was a hearing that

          8  could not be held last week, so we will hear it

          9  today. I don't expect that to be a very lengthy

         10  hearing, but I will first go through the entire

         11  agenda.

         12                 Item number one is a veto override.

         13  This is the pay phone authorization resolution. It

         14  was vetoed by the Mayor a few weeks ago. It was

         15  accepted by the Council at the last hearing, at the

         16  last Stated Meeting. The Committee is going to today

         17  vote to vote it out and bring it to the Council

         18  tomorrow for an override.

         19                 LU No. 143, C040314 HAM. This is the

         20  item that we are going to have a public hearing on.

         21  It is a UDAAP in Margarita Lopez' district. She is

         22  on her way.

         23                 LU No. 197. It's a UDAAP in Council

         24  Member Serrano's district. C040456 HAX. It is a

         25  UDAAP. Parkview Commons, with approximately 109
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          2  units of low-income housing and one unit for the

          3  superintendent.

          4                 LU No. 200. It is also a UDAAP.

          5  C040476 HAM. This is a UDAAP. Cassiopeia Apartments,

          6  with 32 units of low-income housing.

          7                 LU No. 214. This is the landmarking

          8  of the Hecla Iron Works Building. It is in Council

          9  Member Yassky's district. 20045689 HKK.

         10                 LU Number 215 C040446 ZMQ. This is

         11  Council Member Sanders' district. This is the

         12  rezoning of the Brookville area.

         13                 LU No. 239. Council Member McMahon's

         14  district. 20055021 HKR. This is to create a historic

         15  district, St. Paul's Avenue-Stapleton Heights

         16  Historic District.

         17                 LU No. 240. Council Member Quinn's

         18  District. 20045687 HKM. This is the landmarking of

         19  MacDougal, of an area -- the MacDougal Street House

         20  located on the west side of MacDougal Street.

         21                 LU No. 241 and LU No. 242 and 240 are

         22  all on the same block. These are landmarkings in

         23  Council Member Quinn's District. 20045686 HKM, and

         24  20045685 HKM.

         25                 LU No. 243. C040516 ZMX. It is the
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          2  rezoning in Council Member Koppell's district, Van

          3  Cortlandt Village Rezoning.

          4                 LU No. 244. Council Member Koppell's

          5  district, as well. C040515 ZMX, in Council Member

          6  Koppell's district also, Riverdale rezoning.

          7                 The next four items are related.

          8  They're the Throggsneck rezoning and low density

          9  growth management, all in Council Member

         10  Provenzano's district.

         11                 LU No. 245. C040479 ZMX. N040480 ZRY.

         12  N040481 ZRY. N040482 ZRX.

         13                 Council Member Yassky's District. LU

         14  No. 251. It is the landmarking of the New York and

         15  New Jersey Telephone and Telegraph Building.

         16  20055019 HKK.

         17                 LU Numbers 265 and 266 are related.

         18  They're in Council Member Yassky's district, the

         19  Franklin Street rezoning. It's a text amendment and

         20  a rezoning.

         21                 LU No. 267 is Council Member

         22  Moskowitz' district. It's a sidewalk cafe. 20055006

         23  TCM. Disposition of City-owned property.

         24                 There is one modification. It is in

         25  Council Member Reyna's District. This item will be
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          2  withheld from auction for one year. It is at 263

          3  Flushing Avenue, C040096 PPK.

          4                 And in Council Member Lopez'

          5  district, a cafe, sidewalk cafe. Dunkin Donuts,

          6  20045484 TCM.

          7                 The rest are UDAAPs. 189, LU No. 189,

          8  and LU No. 230. I would first like to open up the

          9  hearing for LU No. 143. For the record, this is the

         10  UDAAP for the rehabilitation and disposition of six

         11  buildings and a vacant lot tentatively known as the

         12  East 4th Street Cultural District to preserve and

         13  promote the cultural activity of East 4th Street.

         14  The hearing is now open.

         15                 Oh, I'm sorry, Council Member

         16  Perkins. Council Member Perkins needs to go to his

         17  district to take care of something.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Yes.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: How do you vote?

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         21  very much. I vote aye on all.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Thank you.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I appreciate

         24  your cooperation.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: The hearing is now
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          2  open for LU No. 143. Council Member Lopez. Would you

          3  like to make a comment?

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes.

          5                 First of all, I'm just going to take

          6  a few minutes of this Committee. I don't want to

          7  take much time from you, but in this particular

          8  occasion I think that all of you who are going to

          9  vote on these items should be aware of what you're

         10  voting on in regard of my community.

         11                 First, I want to thank Council Member

         12  Martinez and Council Member Melinda Katz for

         13  allowing me to combine the meeting today in order to

         14  be able to vote these items today. This was

         15  scheduled for last week. And thank you to both of

         16  them, they moved it to today. I couldn't be here

         17  last week because I was in Washington, D.C. fighting

         18  for the Veterans and the non-closing of the Veterans

         19  Hospital on 33rd Street, that incidentally, for all

         20  of you to know, all of the Veterans Hospitals are on

         21  the chopping block now in our City.

         22                 In saying that, I just want to inform

         23  you of the following thing. For four years, I have

         24  working in my community to create what I call the

         25  "downtown cultural district." For the first time my
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          2  community will enjoy and have the opportunity, not

          3  only to stabilize art and culture in our community,

          4  but also will be able to create a center of culture

          5  where we are going to be able to dispose of these

          6  properties to create a permanent house for theaters,

          7  for house that perform classical dance, experimental

          8  dance, and new ways of dance companies to manifest

          9  art.

         10                 We're going to have a disposition of

         11  land that will create two new film houses. One of

         12  the film companies is a Latino-based company. The

         13  other one is a wide-based company. We will have a

         14  multi-cultural, multi-ethnic cultural district on

         15  Fourth Street, where we will have Latino companies,

         16  Afro-American companies, white companies, we're

         17  going to have all of the theaters that manifest the

         18  art of our country in one block, in one block. And

         19  this is possible, due to, number one, the help and

         20  support of Mayor Bloomberg. He has been invaluable

         21  in supporting me in this endeavor.

         22                 I will also want to indicate that

         23  without the Commissioner of HPD, the HPD structure

         24  and help. I would have not been able to put this

         25  forward. And I want to say thank you to the three
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          2  individuals who are sitting over there from the

          3  Administration. Can you stand up, Commissioner?

          4  Carol, please, and Paula. All of them have been

          5  extremely helpful from HPD for me to empower my

          6  community to do this.

          7                 This is a very historic moment. We

          8  are going to have finally the beginning of a mini

          9  Lincoln Center in my community. The importance of

         10  this for all of my colleagues to understand further,

         11  is that for the first time I am going to be able to

         12  get the fair share of dollars in culture allocation

         13  to my community, because before all of the time that

         14  we were going to allocate monies, the problem was

         15  that I didn't have the institutions to allocate the

         16  money.

         17                 Now that it's going to be a reason,

         18  we're going to have the institution for the capital

         19  dollars allocation, and the expense dollar

         20  allocation.

         21                 This institution exists for a long

         22  time. They were orphans. Now they are going to be in

         23  my district, and we're going to have a downtown

         24  cultural district finally creating an opportunity

         25  that never was there before.
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          2                 Then I thank you for entertaining

          3  this proposal.

          4                 And in last, but not less important,

          5  restrictions are placed in these properties that

          6  establish this district in a permanent way. These

          7  properties cannot be resold, only can be used for

          8  cultural endeavors, and it will be there for years

          9  to come.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: I want to just say

         12  for the record that HPD is here ready to testify, if

         13  needed. As you know, these Committees like and

         14  insist that the applicants be present in case any

         15  questions happen, and also to come and talk to the

         16  Committee.

         17                 Anybody else to testify?

         18                 All right. That aspect of the hearing

         19  is closed. Any comments from the Committee on the

         20  rest of the agenda? No. Let's call the roll.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: I'm going to vote

         23  aye on all. And just to comment, I want to thank the

         24  Subcommittee Chair Tony Avella for his work,

         25  especially on Riverdale rezoning, but all of the
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          2  rezonings. This was a very, very busy few weeks for

          3  Land Use on all the Committees. Also, Miguel

          4  Martinez, for his cooperation and help with regard

          5  to Margarita Lopez' item. The Committees are working

          6  very well together. I'm very proud to be the Chair

          7  of this standing committee with the subcommittees

          8  working as well as they do.

          9                 And also Simcha Felder had a very

         10  busy time in Landmarks as well. So, it is a good day

         11  for us and I vote aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I vote yes on

         22  all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: May I explain

         25  my vote, Madam Chair?
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Thank you. I

          4  want to thank you and Tony Avella and the staff for

          5  their work on the Riverdale rezoning, which turned

          6  out to be somewhat more controversial than I

          7  expected because it has very broad support in the

          8  community.

          9                 When the Subcommittee met, I

         10  introduced people in the audience. One person I

         11  didn't introduce who is supportive of the rezoning,

         12  which is actually not Riverdale, it's actually Van

         13  Cortlandt Village, and Sedgewick Avenue area, and

         14  that's Karen Argenti (phonetic), who has been

         15  consistently supportive and that community is really

         16  a separate community from Riverdale, and the

         17  rezonings, we're doing two today, one is Central

         18  Riverdale, the other is Van Cortlandt Village and

         19  Sedgewick Avenue, and both are very important and

         20  I'm delighted that we're moving these along.

         21                 Madam Chair, you recall that I

         22  believe on Resolution 502 I voted no back when the

         23  Committee first considered it, so I would like to

         24  vote aye on all items but for the override, and I

         25  would like to abstain on that.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: So noted.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of 13 in the

         14  affirmative, and zero in the negative and no

         15  abstentions, all items are adopted, with the

         16  exception of the override item.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: I want to thank the

         18  Committee members. It was a confusing morning

         19  because the Land Use Committee was here, and there's

         20  several committee meetings going on. Thank you for

         21  being here, and Margarita is having an event for her

         22  -- what is it?

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: It's a press

         24  conference.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Thank you very
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          2  much. We will leave the voting open for 15 minutes.

          3  Thanks.

          4                 Council Member Baez, how do you vote?

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: The items are adopted

          7  by a vote of 14 in the affirmative, zero in the

          8  negative and no abstentions, with the exception of

          9  the override which is adopted by a vote of 13 in the

         10  affirmative, zero in the negative and one

         11  abstention.

         12                 Council Member Sanders.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: I vote aye on

         14  all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote is now 15 in

         16  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         17  abstentions, and the override still stands at 14 in

         18  the affirmative, no in the negative, and one

         19  abstention.

         20                 (Hearing concluded at 10:35 a.m.)
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