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          1  COUNCIL STATED MEETING

          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, we

          3  have a number of special guests today who we're

          4  honoring, and the first of our special guests are

          5  going to be brought up by Council Member Eric Gioia.

          6                 Eric.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you, Mr.

          8  Speaker. And thank you for doing this today.

          9                 It is quite a privilege, and quite an

         10  honor to bring up Harold Friedman today.

         11                 Harold, please come up here for a

         12  second.

         13                 Before I say a few words about

         14  Harold, let me just also thank Eugene Lang, Marina

         15  Winton. Come on up here, we can all join in this

         16  proclamation to Harold. And also to Dr. Composto, if

         17  you wouldn't mind coming up as well.

         18                 Eugene is the founder of "I have a

         19  dream." Marina is the president, and Harold is an

         20  absolutely incredible participant. A businessman

         21  whose business is located in Woodside, Queens, Mr.

         22  Friedman, how many years ago was it? Was it --

         23                 MR. FRIEDMAN: Ten years ago.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Ten years ago

         25  he decided to invest his personal money and say
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          2  America is based on a simple promise, and whoever

          3  you are, wherever you're from, if you come here and

          4  you're willing to work hard and play by the rules,

          5  you can accomplish anything you want, whether it be

          6  become the president of a company, or president of

          7  the United States. But those of us in this room know

          8  all too often that children in our neighborhood, no

          9  matter how hard they work, or how often they play by

         10  the rules, some of the things that we know are

         11  essential for their futures become unattainable, and

         12  one of those things is a college education.

         13                 Mr. Friedman ten years ago invested

         14  in our neighborhood in Ravenswood, in our children,

         15  in our future, and said if they do work hard and if

         16  they do play by the rules, they're college education

         17  will be paid for by this man, and I think he

         18  deserves a huge round of applause.

         19                 He's a shining example to all of us

         20  and to every business leader in this City that you

         21  can do well, but also do good, and that you should,

         22  in fact, invest in your community, in this City's

         23  future.

         24                 So, thank you very much, and God

         25  bless you.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. We're so

          3  glad to have you here with us, and if the clerk can

          4  read the proclamation.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Council, City of

          6  New York, Proclamation.

          7                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          8  New York is pleased and proud to honor Harold

          9  Friedman for his exceptional service to the Queens

         10  Community and New York City; and

         11                 Whereas: Harold Friedman has strived

         12  and succeeded in the world of business and has given

         13  back immensely to the community and the City of New

         14  York through his incredible generosity;

         15                 Whereas: Harold Friedman is the

         16  President and CEO of National Elevator Cab & Door

         17  Corporation, a nationally renowned elevator

         18  manufacturing company headquartered in Woodside,

         19  Queens. As an innovator, who holds four patents from

         20  the U.S. Patent Office, Mr. Friedman has guided

         21  National Elevator Cab and Door Co. to great success,

         22  including a contract to renovate elevators in the

         23  landmark Empire State Building; and

         24                 Whereas: Mr. Friedman, a native son

         25  of New York City and a graduate of our public school
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          2  system, became a Sponsor of the Ravenswood Houses "I

          3  Have a Dream" Program in nineteen ninety-four; The I

          4  Have a Dream Program provides children, known in the

          5  program as Dreamers, with multiple years of expert

          6  tutoring and mentoring in order to help them achieve

          7  their full potential in life; and

          8                 Whereas: Over eighty third-grade

          9  students from Ravenswood Houses joined the I Have a

         10  Dream Program upon its founding; after ten years of

         11  hard study and dedication, seventy Dreamers are

         12  preparing to attend college, gaining their GED

         13  equivalency degrees or preparing for their final

         14  year of high school; this great success has been the

         15  result of the immense dedication of the Dreamers,

         16  the professionalism of the staff, and the guidance

         17  and generosity of Mr. Friedman; and

         18                 Whereas: Mr. Friedman has sought to

         19  improve the educational opportunities of the

         20  children of New York City in various other ways; he

         21  has been an active member of the Pencil Organization

         22  and supported the Campaign for Fiscal Equity; Mr.

         23  Riedman has forged a partnership with I.S. 204 in

         24  Ravenswood Houses that has lead to significant

         25  improvements in the school's library; and
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          2                 Whereas: Mr. Friedman currently

          3  resides happily in Manhattan with his wife of many

          4  years, Linda, with whom he raised three wonderful

          5  children, Lianne, Jeffrey, and Peter; and

          6                 Whereas: Mr. Friedman is a man of

          7  immense professionalism, devotion and generosity,

          8  whose intense work ethic and dedication to improving

          9  the educational opportunities of the children of New

         10  York City is truly exemplary; now, therefore,

         11                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         12  City of New York honors HAROLD FRIEDMAN for his

         13  outstanding contributions to our City.

         14                 Signed this 12th day of August in the

         15  year Two Thousand and Four, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         16  for the Entire Council; Eric Gioia, Council Member,

         17  26th District, Queens.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: We are so

         19  appreciative for all of your contributions to our

         20  great City and we would love it if we could say a

         21  few words.

         22                 MR. FRIEDMAN: Thank you very much for

         23  honoring me. I brought with me today a group of

         24  people who have all had a part in it. Our

         25  coordinators, our leaders, Cara of the New York

                                                            9

          1  COUNCIL STATED MEETING

          2  Region, Mr. Composto -- Dr. Composto, excuse me, I

          3  knew him when he was Mr. Composto, who is a bright

          4  and shining light in our Department of Education.

          5  Eric, if I may call you Eric, who has been a great

          6  sponsor and participant in our efforts and of course

          7  Eugene Lang, the man who tapped me on the shoulder,

          8  had a chance meeting and said to me that, I accept

          9  you. I will allow you to try this, and ten years ago

         10  we started with these wonderful parents and

         11  children, and it has all worked.

         12                 Our statistics are extraordinary. We

         13  started with a group of approximately 70. We have

         14  about an 80 percent graduation rate through next

         15  year, and of those 80 percent approximately 70 or 80

         16  percent will go on to college.

         17                 And I'm very proud of them. I know

         18  they're proud of themselves, and I think they might

         19  be proud of me today, too, and I thank everybody.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Okay, Council Member

         21  Diana Reyna has some special guests that are here

         22  today. Council Member Reyna.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Thank you, Mr.

         24  Speaker. I apologize for my tardiness. It won't

         25  happen again.
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          2                 I am here to honor a special group.

          3  This is the Brooklyn Puerto Rican Day Parade,

          4  Incorporated, and its organizing committee. I'd like

          5  you to welcome them to their house, the people's

          6  house.

          7                 This is their 11th year marching down

          8  Graham Avenue, a dedicated community of Latinos,

          9  commemorating all Puerto Rican heritage, and this

         10  year we want to honor them in the Council Chambers.

         11                 I ask that the organizing committee

         12  come and accompany our Speaker, President Enrique'

         13  Santovelle; Vice President, Raul Echanteke;

         14  Treasurer, Juan Catavalo; Coordinator, Andres Irazi

         15  Falto; Marketing Consultant, Sinel Santoval Aggi

         16  Ayala; Scholarship Award, Anna Cortillo; Legal

         17  Counsel, Robert Santana; Public Relations, Carmen

         18  Defana; and Lorena Cultalal of Cinnamon Skin of the

         19  Brooklyn Puerto Rican Day Parade; Jasenia Fenomao;

         20  Throsonel Gonzalez, our princess; and Thiana

         21  Santiago (all names spelled phonetically.)

         22                 I would like to have them all come up

         23  here and accept our appreciation for what it is to

         24  be Latino, for what it is to be Puerto Rican, for

         25  what it is to be a Brooklynite.
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          2                 I thank our Speaker for allowing me

          3  to commemorate this day. Thank you.

          4                 Mr. Speaker.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Diana. And

          6  thank you, all for being here. Mr. President, thank

          7  you. And we can ask everyone to come up and we'd

          8  like the clerk to read the proclamation.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         10  of New York, Proclamation.

         11                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         12  New York is proud and pleased to welcome the 11th

         13  Annual Brooklyn Puerto Rican Day Parade, and to

         14  thank the Brooklyn Puerto Rican Day Parade Committee

         15  for the great efforts it has made to make the Parade

         16  a reality; and

         17                 Whereas: The Brooklyn Puerto Rican

         18  Day Parade is a fine example of cultural pride and

         19  history honoring the contributions that Puerto

         20  Ricans have made as an integral part of the diverse

         21  fabric of cultures that has made our City great; and

         22                 Whereas: Talented Puerto Ricans have

         23  made major contributions to art and culture, and

         24  have made great advances in the fields of health

         25  care, education, social services, law, business and

                                                            12

          1  COUNCIL STATED MEETING

          2  all the professions in our City and our nation; and

          3                 Whereas: The Brooklyn Puerto Rican

          4  Day Parade Committee has worked long and hard to

          5  make this day a special moment of celebration in

          6  which all New Yorkers can share in the rich culture

          7  of the Puerto Rican community; now, therefore,

          8                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          9  City of New York proudly welcomes the BROOKLYN

         10  PUERTO RICAN DAY PARADE to our City.

         11                 Signed this 12th day of August in the

         12  year Two Thousand and Four, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         13  for the Entire Council; Diana Reyna, Council Member,

         14  34th District, Brooklyn.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: President Santovelle,

         16  we're so very appreciative of you and your entire

         17  organizing committee, and of course our queens and

         18  our princesses, and we would be very appreciative if

         19  you would say a few words.

         20                 PRESIDENT SANTOVELLE: Thank you, Mr.

         21  Speaker.

         22                 On behalf of the Brooklyn Puerto

         23  Rican community, let me express to you our deepest

         24  gratitude for taking time off of your busy schedule

         25  to recognize and to present this beautiful
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          2  proclamation to the Brooklyn Puerto Rican Parade.

          3                 Let me also extend to you and your

          4  colleague an invitation to join us this coming

          5  Sunday, August 15th, to march Aminita Puerto Rico

          6  (phonetic), which is actually the real name of the

          7  avenue that we'd be marching Sunday. Join us. We're

          8  your colleague and we will welcome you to Brooklyn.

          9                 Thank you. And have a nice day.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. And all

         11  New Yorkers, as well, we hope will come. Thank you.

         12                 MS. CULTALAL:  Good afternoon,

         13  everyone. It is an honor for me to be here with all

         14  of you.

         15                 As you know, I'm the cultural queen

         16  of Cinnamon Skin of the Brooklyn Puerto Rican Day

         17  Parade, and I am currently studying in college in my

         18  fifth year, architecture and communications, and I

         19  have been serving the community for 12 years.

         20                 I would like to thank the City

         21  Council for giving us this proclamation, and I would

         22  like to remind all of you that it is wonderful,

         23  proud to be Puerto Rican. But we also have to

         24  remember that in order to show our pride in our

         25  culture, we should respect our country, Puerto Rico,
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          2  with dignity and respect, and the way in which we do

          3  this is by comporting ourselves in a proper manner.

          4                 I think it is important that we all

          5  stay united. No matter what color, what race or

          6  country we come from, we are all sons and daughters

          7  of God.

          8                 I would like to also give an

          9  important message to all the parents here today. It

         10  is not the quantity of time that you spend with your

         11  children. It's the quality of time. Every moment

         12  that you give them love and education is very

         13  important. And to all of the children, respect your

         14  parents because without them you wouldn't be here

         15  today.

         16                 Thank you, and may God bless all of

         17  you.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you so much.

         19  Thank you.

         20                 Council Member Rivera and the Bronx

         21  Delegation. We have a very special guest.

         22                 Council Member Rivera, we have such a

         23  special guest this morning -- this afternoon,

         24  rather, and we would be very appreciative if you

         25  would introduce her and welcome her to the City
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          2  Council.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you very

          4  much, Speaker.

          5                 As part of the Bronx Delegation,

          6  we're here representing also Maria Baez, who

          7  unfortunately could not be here because of an

          8  illness in the family, but we want to recognize the

          9  commitment and the destiny of a young lady called

         10  "Destiny." And she's gone through many trials and

         11  tribulations through the course of her life, but she

         12  is a shining star. She has shown her commitment to

         13  life and she should be a role model to many young

         14  children who have fallen to tribulations.

         15                 And we are very proud of all of your

         16  achievements, very proud that you're here with us

         17  today. We look forward to all of your achievements

         18  to the future. This is a young lady who we're going

         19  to be watching out for in the future because she's

         20  going to be something great. She's already a

         21  phenomenal young lady and she's going to be a great

         22  individual in the future as well. Her destiny is

         23  bright, and we're happy to have you here at the City

         24  Council, Destiny.

         25                 And we have, to her family and her
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          2  friends and anyone that is here today, thank you

          3  because it really does take a village to raise a

          4  child, and this child needed a lot of support and a

          5  lot of help from her family, and, obviously, you've

          6  done a phenomenal job.

          7                 And to the friends and to the support

          8  groups, you're all great. Thank you. Thank you.

          9                 Clerk, please read the proclamation.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Yes, we'd like the

         11  clerk to read the proclamation.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council of the City of

         13  New York, Proclamation.

         14                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         15  New York is pleased and proud to honor Destiny

         16  Angelique Quiles; and

         17                 Whereas: Destiny Angelique Quiles is

         18  truly inspirational. Although she is just a few

         19  months shy of her 10th birthday, this very special

         20  young lady has been through constant physical and

         21  emotional hardships - more than most experience in a

         22  lifetime; and

         23                 Whereas: From birth Destiny has

         24  undergone serious physical challenges. At birth she

         25  was diagnosed with clubfeet and a heart murmur. For
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          2  the first six months of her life she wore corrective

          3  casts that were changed every two weeks. Then

          4  followed two corrective surgeries before she was ten

          5  months old and the wearing of orthopedic braces, but

          6  throughout this ordeal little Destiny persevered and

          7  was walking at 18 months; and

          8                 Whereas: Destiny experienced another

          9  crushing blow with the passing of her beloved

         10  father, Neftaly Quiles, when she was less than six

         11  years old; and

         12                 Whereas: A few years later Destiny

         13  was diagnosed with Wegner's Granulomatiosis, a rare

         14  connective tissue disease that affects only 1 in a

         15  million children each year; and

         16                 Whereas: Despite the setbacks and

         17  reversals that have constantly plagued her young

         18  life, Destiny has proven herself a remarkable little

         19  girl. She continues to excel in her studies and even

         20  managed to come in second place in the 2nd Grade

         21  Educational Super Bowl and was awarded the highest

         22  score in her class for the Iowa State Exam; and

         23                 Whereas: Destiny Angelique Quiles is

         24  a cheerful, intelligent and loveable little girl

         25  that has inspired others with her zest for life. She
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          2  is a constant source of pride and joy to her mother

          3  Melody and we wish her the very best health and

          4  happiness for her future; now, therefore

          5                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          6  City of New York honors DESTINY ANGELIQUE QUILES, a

          7  young lady of true courage who is an inspiration to

          8  us all.

          9                 Signed this 12th day of August in the

         10  year Two Thousand and Four, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         11  for the Entire Council; Maria Baez, Council Member,

         12  14th District; Larry Seabrook, Council Member, 12th

         13  District; Madeline Provenzano, Council Member, 13th

         14  District; Jose Serrano, Council Member, 17th

         15  District; Joel Rivera, Council Member, 15th

         16  District; Helen D. Foster, Council Member, 16th

         17  District; Annabel Palma, Council Member, 18th

         18  District.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Destiny, we are so

         20  glad that you are here with us, and we know that you

         21  have a couple of words that you want to say to us.

         22  But before we let you say that, we have a surprise

         23  for you. We have Cathy Adria, who is here from the

         24  Make A Wish Foundation, and she has something to

         25  tell you.
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          2                 Cathy.

          3                 MS. ADRIA: Thank you all, for having

          4  us here.

          5                 As I said, I'm from the Make A Wish

          6  Foundation, and we also know how special Destiny is.

          7  She had submitted her wish to us a few weeks ago,

          8  and her wish, she told our volunteers, was to be a

          9  zoo keeper for a day. And when asked where she

         10  wanted to be a zoo keeper for the day, she said, of

         11  course, the Bronx Zoo.

         12                 So, thanks to Councilwoman Maria

         13  Baez, we were invited today, and we want to tell you

         14  that that wish will come true.  Next Friday morning

         15  you will be a zoo keeper at the Bronx Zoo. And I'd

         16  like to introduce to you Rosemary DeLuca from the

         17  Bronx Zoo.

         18                 MS. DeLUCA: Hi, Destiny. I'm Rosemary

         19  DeLuca, and I work at the Bronx Zoo. And we're very

         20  happy that you're coming to visit us. And to make

         21  your, to start your journey to the Bronx Zoo, we

         22  brought you a little gift bag, which has -- you like

         23  Archie comics and you like Grizzly Bears. Well, our

         24  Grizzly Bears are in a special edition of Archie

         25  Comics and you're going to get to see the Grizzly
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          2  bears and you're going to get to see the penguins

          3  and feed them, and the flamingos and you're going to

          4  feed them, and you're also going to see the tigers.

          5                 So, I won't be there that day, but

          6  you have a great day.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Destiny, do you want

          8  to say a few words? We'd be so grateful if you did.

          9                 DESTINY QUILES: Hello, ladies and

         10  gentlemen. It makes me very happy and proud that you

         11  honor me. I really appreciate it.

         12                 Well, I am very happy that I am

         13  beginning to feel better, and I wanted to thank

         14  everyone, like my family, friends and doctors, and

         15  teachers, for helping me feel good and strong.

         16                 I am very grateful to be here with

         17  all of you and pray to God this is where I'll stay.

         18  This has been one of the best times in my life.

         19  Thank you.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you all. And

         21  thank you to her family, as well, for sharing her

         22  with us. This is a great day. Thank you.

         23                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: I call the

         24  Stated Meeting of August 12, 2004 to order.

         25                 Roll call.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

         15                 (No response.)

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

          8                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: A quorum is

          9  present.

         10                 At this point in time I'd like to

         11  call on Reverend Meyer Hager to deliver the

         12  invocation.

         13                 All please rise.

         14                 RABBI MEYER HAGER: Almighty, our

         15  Creator, we turn to Thee and prayerfully beseech Thy

         16  guidance and providence upon the representatives of

         17  our City government who meet here today.

         18                 May it be Thy will, oh Lord, to

         19  inspire them to devote their energies and resources

         20  unselfishly to the welfare of their constituents.

         21                 Grant them, oh Lord, a wise and

         22  discerning heart that they may legislate wisely and

         23  beneficently.

         24                 We pray that this body representing

         25  communities of diverse, ethnic, racial and religious
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          2  backgrounds, be inspired to serve the higher calling

          3  and noble principle of harmony, mutual cooperation

          4  and tolerance among all groups, respective of their

          5  origins.

          6                 We pray for the well-being and

          7  protection of our men and women who serve in our

          8  armed forces in Iraq and elsewhere in the world, who

          9  are fighting in the service of our country, and our

         10  citizens; speedily let them complete their mission

         11  and return safely to their families and homes; and

         12                 Bless this great City and its

         13  citizens that we may be spared any further tragedy

         14  and suffering; let those who seek to sow terror and

         15  violence and loss of life be eradicated from our

         16  midst.

         17                 May it be Thy will to grant peace,

         18  Shalom, to us, to our country and throughout the

         19  world, amen.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Mr. Leader,

         21  Rabbi Hager is a special friend to people of all

         22  faiths and background of Lower Manhattan. He is the

         23  spiritual leader of the Wall Street Synagogue, the

         24  closest synagogue to City Hall. He is a source of

         25  wisdom and support and good cheer to all people
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          2  throughout our area.  In the aftermath of 9/11 he

          3  and his synagogue were sources of indispensable

          4  support to people in desperate need, and in day in

          5  and day out he inspires us with his wisdom, with his

          6  example and with his good heart to all.

          7                 It is my pleasure to move to spread

          8  this invocation in full upon the record.

          9                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So done.

         10                 Council Member Nelson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: I make a

         12  motion that the minutes of the Stated Meeting of

         13  June 7th, 2004, be adopted as printed.

         14                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

         15  Member Sears.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Oh, thank you.

         17  Yes.

         18                 I just want to say that I have three

         19  interns that have worked in my office this summer,

         20  Edward Kiernan, George Fonjoul, and L.G. Harris.

         21  They go to Hunter, Stonybrook and Temple. And I want

         22  to thank them publicly for the wonderful work

         23  they've done, and also to say that they believe the

         24  Council is the most wonderful place they have ever

         25  seen and have been in.
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          2                 So, I want to thank all of you,

          3  because they certainly are stimulated to look to

          4  government for which they really want to

          5  participate.

          6                 Thank you very much.

          7                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Messages and

          8  Papers from the Mayor.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 201.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Education.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 202.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Rules, Privileges and

         13  Elections.

         14                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Communication

         15  from City, County and Borough Offices.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         17                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Petitions and

         18  Communications.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         20                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Land Use

         21  Call-Ups.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 203.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         24  Call-Up vote.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 204.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          3  Call-Up vote.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 205.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          6  Call-Up vote.

          7                 At this point I'd ask the clerk to

          8  call the roll on all items coupled on the Call-Up

          9  vote.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Present. Aye

         22  on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I vote yes on

         17  all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Madam Public

         12  Advocate, I would like to, with your permission,

         13  vote on all Land Use Call-Up, all the General

         14  Calendar Order and resolutions.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you.

         17                 I vote aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         22  all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          4                 (No response.)

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Madam Public

          5  Advocate, request permission to vote aye on all Land

          6  Use Call-Ups, all Coupled General Orders, all

          7  resolutions, all calendared items before us today.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: I vote aye.

         10  Thank you.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         20                 (No response.)

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Today's Land

         24  Use Call-Ups were adopted by a vote of 41 in the

         25  affirmative, and zero in the negative.
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          2                 Communication from the Speaker.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, we're

          4  doing a number of important pieces of legislation

          5  today but none more important than legislation which

          6  will protect the safety and welfare of City

          7  employees and save taxpayers millions of dollars.

          8                 It's estimated that every year the

          9  City of New York spends more than $140 million on

         10  workplace injuries. $140 million. That represents

         11  not just an enormous loss of revenue, but it also

         12  represents thousands of workers being injured on the

         13  job.

         14                 And, so, it only makes sense for us

         15  to take every step to ensure safety in the

         16  workplace.

         17                 The legislation that we will pass

         18  today for the first time draws together information

         19  that is already currently available into one place

         20  where we can begin to manage better our problems.

         21                 Because until we know where accidents

         22  or illnesses are occurring, we won't know how to

         23  address it.

         24                 I would like to give the sponsor of

         25  this legislation, Jim Gennaro, the opportunity to
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          2  say a few words on the subject of this important

          3  bill.

          4                 Jim.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

          6  Mr. Speaker.

          7                 I want to thank you for your

          8  leadership on this, for helping us get to this great

          9  day.

         10                 I also wish to thank in a very, very

         11  special way, Council Member Joe Addabbo, the Chair

         12  of the Civil Service and Labor Committee. Without

         13  Joe's help we never would have gotten here.

         14                 Also for the great work of NYCOSH, a

         15  great organization and advocate on behalf of

         16  workers, who were thwarted in their attempts over

         17  the years to try to get basic information about

         18  workplace illness and injury and were thwarted in

         19  their efforts to do that, and, so, we worked with

         20  them to figure out a way that information on workers

         21  comp cases could be organized, could be made

         22  available to all elected officials, made available

         23  to the Mayor and to the public so that we can find

         24  where workplace injuries and illnesses are

         25  happening, and take appropriate steps to make sure
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          2  that we make those workplaces safer and healthier.

          3                 So, for many, many reasons, I urge a

          4  yes vote. Once again, I thank the Speaker and Joe

          5  Addabbo and everyone, and all the 35 sponsors that

          6  made this bill possible.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, there

          9  is something that we're not voting on today that I

         10  regret and I want to also bring to your attention.

         11  Yesterday -- if I could have your attention for a

         12  moment. I know it's summer and people are all jazzed

         13  up, but let's just give it a couple of minutes.

         14                 Yesterday I held a press conference

         15  with a number of colleagues to call upon the Mayor

         16  to suspend parking meters during Labor Day Weekend.

         17  In recognition of the economic impact of the

         18  Republican Convention on the immediate surrounding

         19  area.

         20                 It is only reasonable to acknowledge

         21  that the area immediately surrounding Madison Square

         22  Garden will be impacted by the convention.

         23                 There are tremendous security

         24  concerns, transportation blockages and other reasons

         25  why people will avoid this area during the
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          2  convention.

          3                 Unfortunately, that week of the

          4  convention is also the sales tax free week for the

          5  City of New York.

          6                 And, so, the businesses in that area

          7  deserve a little bit of compensation for this

          8  inconvenience. It seemed a common sense and

          9  practical response to ask for Labor Day weekend, to

         10  suspend the parking meters so that people will have

         11  incentive to come on Labor Day weekend into Midtown

         12  Manhattan and shop in those stores that otherwise

         13  would lose this business during the convention, and

         14  to extend the sales tax free week for an additional

         15  week for that area.

         16                 The latter requests State approval.

         17  I'm still hopeful that the Governor will recognize

         18  that it is his responsibility as leader of this

         19  State to push for exactly this kind of measure for

         20  businesses. But the Mayor can, even without the

         21  legislation that we introduce today and even with

         22  his unwillingness to give us a message of necessity,

         23  still do this simply by executive prerogative.

         24                 I would urge him to do so, the

         25  parking meter aspect. It's not a great deal of
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          2  revenue. It is a shot in the arm for the businesses

          3  there. This is not a matter of politics, this is a

          4  matter of supporting business men and women, working

          5  New Yorkers and consumers who deserve this

          6  opportunity to benefit from the sales tax free week.

          7                 I regret we're not voting on it today

          8  but I still hope that this matter can be worked out

          9  in the coming weeks before the convention arrives.

         10                 With that I conclude my communication

         11  for today.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         13  of General Orders.

         14                 Council Member Oddo.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you, Madam

         16  Public Advocate.

         17                 Today is a very important day for

         18  Staten Island, perhaps an historic day. And I know

         19  my colleagues, Council Member McMahon and Lanza from

         20  Staten Island would agree with the sentiment that in

         21  a few minutes we're probably going to cast our best

         22  vote of our careers, perhaps our most important

         23  vote, certainly the vote that's going to have the

         24  greatest impact for our community.

         25                 If you look at the speeches on the
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          2  floor over the last year and a half and you think

          3  back to some of the personal conversations we've

          4  had, the one local issue that unifies this Council

          5  is the issue of overdevelopment. And when you have

          6  people like Olly Koppell agreeing with Peter

          7  Vallone, who is agreeing with Vinnie Gentile, who is

          8  agreeing with Bill DeBlasio, with Lew Fidler, when

          9  24 members outside of Manhattan agree that City

         10  Planning needs more money, and start using the same

         11  language. When James Sanders stands up on the floor

         12  of the Council and uses terms like "tear down," and

         13  "overdevelopment," and "density," and"row houses,"

         14  and "protecting the character and integrity of our

         15  communities," we know that our communities are under

         16  siege, and today we are passing a package that gives

         17  immediate benefit to Staten Island, but it's a

         18  template to help the communities of our colleagues

         19  that I just mentioned.

         20                 I wish our predecessors in the

         21  sixties and the seventies and the eighties did this.

         22  Perhaps we wouldn't be in this situation. But today

         23  we're injecting some sanity into what has become an

         24  irrational process. To some they'll say it's too

         25  little too late, but without these changes I truly
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          2  believe that our communities on Staten Island will

          3  become unlivable in a few years.

          4                 I just want to thank Amanda Burden

          5  and the folks at City Planning for all their hard

          6  work.

          7                 I want to thank the Land Use staff

          8  here, Chairs Avella and Katz for their cooperation.

          9  I want to thank my colleagues from Staten Island. I

         10  wish we had a videotape of how great Andy Lanza and

         11  Mike McMahon were in battling and negotiating and

         12  fighting for these changes, I want to thank the

         13  Borough President of Staten Island for his

         14  leadership.

         15                 Lastly, I want to thank the Staten

         16  Island Advance --

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time,

         18  Council member.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: -- And Speaker

         20  Miller of unilaterally increasing the budget of City

         21  Planning.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member McMahon.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you,

          3  Madam Public Advocate, and I take that handoff from

          4  James Oddo proudly and continue to run with the ball

          5  that he started to run with here this afternoon. And

          6  certainly I know Andrew and I would be remiss if we

          7  did not express our gratitude to him because it was

          8  through his efforts I think that the issue of

          9  overdevelopment was brought to the Mayor's

         10  attention. We had all spoken to him about it before,

         11  we had spoken to Gifford Miller about it, we all

         12  understood, and just at the right time, at the right

         13  place a deal was made that appeal was heard, and

         14  today we vote on the result of not only those

         15  efforts a year ago, but really the results of

         16  efforts of community activists and civic leaders

         17  from Staten Island for the past 40 years, our

         18  predecessors in office, and all those people who

         19  fight so hard to make their community a better place

         20  in Staten Island, but all residential communities.

         21  The problem is simply this: We are a City of 8

         22  million people, with one set of zoning rules, and

         23  what is applicable in one part, may be a very urban

         24  part of the City of New York is not applicable to

         25  residential areas, and what we've done today,
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          2  despite many years when that engine was running up a

          3  hill and everybody said you cannot do it, you cannot

          4  make changes to the mindset of the planners in the

          5  City of New York, we kept saying we think we can, we

          6  think we can, we think we can, and like that little

          7  engine that could, today we are presenting a package

          8  for ratification by this Council that says that

          9  people in their communities throughout the City of

         10  New York can and we have done it.

         11                 But this is not the beginning of the

         12  end or even the beginning of the middle, it's simply

         13  the beginning of the beginning.

         14                 As we stand here now, old homes

         15  continue to be torn down, old buildings continue to

         16  be torn down.

         17                 We have to pass our legislation that

         18  would make every building over 50 years be reviewed

         19  by landmarks preservation and we have to do more to

         20  end the lack of planning in residential areas, but

         21  it's a great start, I'm proud to be part of it, and

         22  I thank my colleagues for this vote today.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         24                 Council Member Lanza.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Thank you,
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          2  Madam Public Advocate, and thanks to my colleagues,

          3  and thanks to all my -- let me begin by thanking

          4  Councilman Oddo, as it was his letter, it was his

          5  request of the Mayor to form the task force, we have

          6  to thank the Mayor, obviously, for responding in the

          7  affirmative, and I have to add my words of thanks

          8  for serving with my two colleagues from Staten

          9  Island, Councilman Mike McMahon and Councilman Oddo.

         10  What an incredible, passionate, effective team that

         11  was put together, really led by these two men. It

         12  was a privilege for me to be part of that team with

         13  them, as we addressed perhaps the most important

         14  quality of life issue, addressing not only Staten

         15  Island, but as we're learning all too recently,

         16  affecting this entire City.

         17                 They have said so much, and they have

         18  said it right. I want to also thank some of the

         19  other people involved, Speaker Gifford Miller, who

         20  was so helpful here, Melinda Katz, Tony Avella, the

         21  Land Use staff, City Planning, Len Gracia Duran over

         22  at Staten Island --

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         24  please.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: -- Amanda
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          2  Burden. This is such an important vote, as my

          3  colleagues have said. For all the reasons they

          4  stated, and beyond that, because this sends a loud

          5  and clear message that the people of this City have

          6  a say in what happens in their community.

          7                 This is an issue, overdevelopment,

          8  which has chipped away at the quality of life on

          9  Staten Island for more than two decades now, and

         10  once and for all we are at the beginning of the end

         11  of that chipping away, and it's because of the work

         12  that has been done here, it's because of the vote

         13  we're about to take, and I think, above everything

         14  else, this tells the people of our great community,

         15  of our great City, don't give up. You care about

         16  this City, and you should care about this City, you

         17  fight for this City because it deserves to be fought

         18  for, you fight to protect your community because

         19  they deserve to be protected. And today we're

         20  telling you that you've been effective and that you

         21  can get the job done and your voice does matter.

         22                 So, thank you.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         24  nobody else, Report of Special Committees.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

          3  Standing Committees.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          5  Committee on Finance.

          6                 Reso 478-A.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

          8  on the General Order Calendar.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reso 479-A.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         11  on the General Order Calendar.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         13  Committee on Land Use.

         14                 LU 108 and companion Reso 526.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         16  General Order Calendar.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 114 and

         18  companion Reso 527.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 115 and

         21  companion Reso 528.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 125 and

         24  companion Reso 529.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 138 and

          3  companion Reso 530.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 166 and

          6  companion Reso 531.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 169 and

          9  companion Reso 532.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 172 and

         12  companion Reso 533.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 173 and

         15  companion Reso 534.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 178 and

         18  companion Reso 535.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: LU 182 and companion

         20  Reso 536.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 187 and

         22  companion Reso 537.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 188 and

         25  companion Reso 538.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 192 and

          4  companion Reso 539.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 193 and

          7  companion Reso 540.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 194 and

         10  companion Reso 541.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 195 and

         13  companion Reso 542.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 219 and

         16  companion Reso 543.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 220 and

         19  companion Reso 544.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 221 and

         22  companion Reso 545.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 222 and

         25  companion Reso 546.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 226 and

          4  companion Reso 547.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 227 and

          7  companion Reso 548.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 228 and

         10  companion Reso 549.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 229 and

         13  companion Reso 550.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 233.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Approved with

         17  modifications and referred to the City Planning

         18  Commission.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 234 and

         20  companion Reso 551.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         23  LU 235 and companion Reso 552.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered
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          2  LU 236.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Approved with

          4  modifications and referred to the City Planning

          5  Commission.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          7  LU 237 and companion Reso 553.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         10  LU 238 and companion Reso 554.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         13  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.

         14                 M 192 and companion Reso 555.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 193 and

         17  companion Reso 556.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         19  General Order Calendar.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 194 and

         21  companion Reso 557.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 195 and

         24  companion Reso 558.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          3  Committee on State and Federal Legislation.

          4                 SLR 53.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: SLR 98.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          9  SLR 150.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         12  Order Calendar.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 127-A.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 313-A.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         17  General Order Calendar.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution

         19  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         21  General Order Calendar.

         22                 At this point I would ask the clerk

         23  to call the roll on all items coupled on the General

         24  Order Calendar.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Permission to

         13  explain my vote?

         14                 Permission to explain my vote? Yes?

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I just want to

         17  congratulate those persons that are being appointed

         18  to the various committees. Monica Blum being

         19  appointed to the Conflicts of Interest Board, Kirk

         20  Tzanides to the New York City Tax Commission,

         21  Stephen Fitzgerald Byrns to the Landmarks

         22  Preservation Commission, and Angela Cavaluzzi as a

         23  member of the City Planning Commission.

         24                 We had an excellent meeting at the

         25  Rules, Privileges and Elections Committee. They
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          2  showed themselves to be candidates that care about

          3  the City, and it's a privilege to have met them, and

          4  it's a privilege to know that they will be trying to

          5  protect the City in the various committees they're

          6  appointed to.

          7                 Aye on all.

          8                 Oh, I want to thank the Landmarks, my

          9  staff, and also Charles Davis, who is being

         10  appointed to senior investigator. I don't know if

         11  he's still in the room. Thank you.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Madam

         22  Public Advocate, may I be temporarily excused to

         23  explain my vote?

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: I'm going
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          2  to be voting aye on all Coupled General Orders, and

          3  I just wanted to say congratulations to my

          4  colleagues Andrew Lanza, Jimmy Oddo, and Mike

          5  McMahon, on what I hope is the beginning of a

          6  process that will protect and preserve all

          7  communities throughout the City of New York.

          8                 In looking within my district, you

          9  can go within about one mile, and you could see two

         10  one-family houses that are being ripped down and 41

         11  units are being replaced.

         12                 You could see another location where

         13  one-family home once stood and now nine three-family

         14  homes are going in. And other commercial

         15  establishments and former commercial properties that

         16  are now going to house 51 to 61 units. In a district

         17  that already has overcrowded schools and a lack of

         18  City resources.

         19                 So, I hope and I'm very happy with my

         20  colleagues for all the hard work, and I hope we all

         21  take a step forward to protect and preserve and

         22  enhance the quality of life all throughout the City

         23  of New York.

         24                 The work started here today with this

         25  vote, but it must continue to include each and
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          2  everyone throughout the City of New York.

          3                 And Madam Public Advocate, before I

          4  conclude my remarks today, I would just like to say

          5  today will be the last day for an individual who is

          6  working on my staff, this will be her last Stated

          7  Meeting, and that's my Chief of Staff Kim Peterson,

          8  who has been a tremendous asset to me and a great

          9  person that worked here in this City Council. So, I

         10  wish her all the best in her new duties as she goes

         11  back to the District Attorney's Office in Queens,

         12  and I thank her for her service to the City Council

         13  and the service to the people of the City of New

         14  York.

         15                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Madam Public

         20  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Just very

         23  quickly, I, too, want to congratulate the Staten

         24  Island Delegation on what their pioneering

         25  legislation will do, not only for Staten Island but
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          2  for the rest of this City.

          3                 Having represented Staten Island in a

          4  previous life, I know of what they talk about, in

          5  terms of overdevelopment on Staten Island, so the

          6  delegation on Staten Island is to be commended. And

          7  I look forward to using their example as a template

          8  for the Bayridge, Bensonhurst and Bath Beach areas

          9  of Brooklyn, and join my colleague Councilman

         10  Gallagher in saying that that should be the template

         11  of the rest of the City of New York.

         12                 I vote aye on all matters.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Public

         15  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you very

         18  much.

         19                 I just want to very briefly thank my

         20  colleagues, Chair Melinda Katz and Tony Avella and

         21  the staff of the Land Use Committee for their

         22  spearheading the application, for their spearheading

         23  and reviewing the application of the Goldman Sachs

         24  Company to create its new world headquarters in

         25  Lower Manhattan, which I believe we are about to
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          2  approve in this session.

          3                 Madam Public Advocate and my

          4  colleagues, this is important, not only for that

          5  company, but it's important to Lower Manhattan and

          6  indeed the entire City as part of our efforts to

          7  preserve our status as the center of finance and

          8  trade for the world over.

          9                 So, again, I thank our Speaker and my

         10  colleagues for your support of this very, very

         11  important application.

         12                 And, finally, I want to congratulate

         13  my colleagues from Staten Island for their success

         14  in achieving the new zoning step forward today. As

         15  someone who grew up in Lower Manhattan but enjoyed

         16  many moments appreciating the special character of

         17  the Borough of Staten Island, I recognize how

         18  important it is to the diversity of our entire City

         19  to preserve that special character, and I

         20  wholeheartedly applaud you and join you in those

         21  efforts and look forward to extending the concept of

         22  open space zoning to our entire City.

         23                 Congratulations and thank you.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Madam Public
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          2  Advocate, may I have a moment to explain my vote?

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you.

          5                 Long Island City, as I said before

          6  many times in this room, is one of the greatest

          7  pieces of land left in New York City. Just in the

          8  past few years, Citigroup and Metlife have joined

          9  visionary companies, like Silvercup Studios and

         10  long-term restaurants, like Casino Restaurant and

         11  Sal Anzalone, to invest in this community.

         12                 It gives our City really the best

         13  alternative to businesses looking to relocate out of

         14  Manhattan away from New Jersey and reinvest right

         15  back here in New York City.

         16                 Today we're undertaking a modest

         17  rezoning off the waterfront in the Hunter's Point

         18  section of Long Island City. As with whenever you

         19  rezone an area, it presented many challenges. Some

         20  would argue that it gives too much density, some

         21  would argue that it gives too little density, some

         22  would like it to stay completely the same and not

         23  change a bit, and some would have wholesale change

         24  to the entire neighborhood.

         25                 I'd like to thank Chairwoman Katz and
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          2  Subcommittee Chair Avella, as well as City Planning

          3  in working with me, in working with the neighborhood

          4  to reach what I think is a very reasonable

          5  compromise.

          6                 I'm particularly pleased that City

          7  Planning agreed finally to further study the Vernon

          8  Boulevard Corridor and one of the inner blocks,

          9  suiting the needs of long-term residents, people who

         10  have lived in this neighborhood and their families

         11  for a century, and they should not in any way be

         12  pushed out or be disadvantaged by the rezoning

         13  there.

         14                 I do think, as we discussed at length

         15  in the Subcommittee and at the Committee that more

         16  needs to be done across all five boroughs, to

         17  maintain, retain and retrain manufacturing workers

         18  who are being displaced by zonings throughout the

         19  City, and I also think more needs to be done to

         20  provide zoning incentives to build affordable

         21  housing.

         22                 I think we'll have that opportunity

         23  in the coming months and the coming years,

         24  particularly along the waterfront.

         25                 But I am pleased today with this
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          2  moderate rezoning in Hunter's Point. So, thank you

          3  for your time and I vote yes on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Madam Public

         10  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: I, too, join

         13  with my colleagues in Staten Island, in applauding

         14  them for this plan to address the overdevelopment in

         15  the Borough of Brooklyn. But I, too, am concerned

         16  about the overdevelopment, particularly in my

         17  district.

         18                 Yesterday there was a vote by the MBA

         19  Board of Governors that Forrest City Ratner would

         20  own the Nets, and that it was not a vote on the Nets

         21  moving to Brooklyn. If, in fact, there is any

         22  project coming into my district, it's important that

         23  we give due consideration to the economic,

         24  environmental, cultural and social development of

         25  Brooklyn, and we also examined this in the light of
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          2  day and that this project be subject to the ULURP

          3  process. And that all of us have a responsibility to

          4  taxpayers of the City of New York to ensure that

          5  this is a transparent process and we understand all

          6  of the public subsidies that are involved in this

          7  particular project.

          8                 As we also look at this project and

          9  examine the 17 skyscrapers that they want to put in

         10  the middle of my district without any oversight by

         11  the public and without any oversight with this

         12  public body, we, as a body, have a responsibility to

         13  examine this project more closely for its impact on

         14  the City of New York, it's impact on our budget and

         15  on this State budget as well.

         16                 So, again, I applaud the delegation

         17  from Staten Island and I hope that they would work

         18  with the residents of Brooklyn and particularly the

         19  residents of Fort Greene, Prospect Heights and

         20  Clinton Hill to ensure that any project that is

         21  built in that district, it is done on scale and with

         22  the consent and advice of the people of that

         23  particular district, I vote aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Madam Public

          4  Advocate, can I explain my vote?

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Today and the

          7  last few weeks has been an extremely, if you listen

          8  to everyone testifying today, an extremely busy day

          9  for the Land Use Committee. Because of the work of

         10  not only the members of the Land Use Committee, but

         11  Chris and Gale and Peter and everyone on the Land

         12  Use, staff of the Land Use Committee and also the

         13  members here, because of all their work, Staten

         14  Island is going to have a lower density area. To

         15  preserve the communities there, it is much needed.

         16  It has been longstanding and waiting for years, and

         17  we do look forward, as many of the members have

         18  already stated, to having many more of these

         19  low-density growth management areas in the City of

         20  New York, to create the balancing of our

         21  communities, but also create the balancing of

         22  development to ensure the economic resurgence of the

         23  City.

         24                 Because of the work of the Committee

         25  today, Hunter's Point is being rezoned.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

          3  please. Please be quiet, we can hardly hear her.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Which will go a

          5  very long way in revitalizing that area.

          6                 And I would like to personally thank

          7  Commissioner Burden for her commitment to look at

          8  other areas that the community seemed to think that

          9  we need to look at in order for rezoning in the

         10  months to come.

         11                 Because of the work also, we are

         12  going to get 1.5 million dollars from the feds in

         13  order to help pay for the cost to revitalizing and

         14  working on Grant's Tomb. We also welcome a new area

         15  to Goldman Sachs and Battery Park City.

         16                 There has been a lot of work going on

         17  here, and I really want to just thank my colleagues

         18  for their patience over the last few weeks with the

         19  Land Use Committee, and especially thank the Speaker

         20  for his guidance and leadership, and also the staff,

         21  the staff has done many, many hours in order to

         22  reach the point that we reached today. So, there is

         23  sometimes the unsung heroes of the Council and I

         24  want to give them a special thank you. I vote aye on

         25  all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Request

          4  permission to explain my vote?

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: I would

          7  simply like to echo what has already been said by

          8  Council Member Oddo and Chair Melinda Katz about the

          9  zoning changes being adopted today.

         10                 I hope we'll see within a short time

         11  some downzoning changes in my district. And I

         12  welcome the creation of this lower growth management

         13  zoning category, which I think is a major step

         14  forward in terms of preserving the character of our

         15  single- and two-family and low-density

         16  neighborhoods, which represent a large part of my

         17  district and a significant part of the borough. I

         18  represent the Bronx, as well as other parts of the

         19  City, as we know Staten Island and Queens among

         20  them.

         21                 So, I think this is an important step

         22  in terms of the quality of life of our City, and all

         23  those who are associated with it deserve thanks and

         24  compliments, and I look forward to working with Land

         25  Use staff and members of the Land Use Committee, and
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          2  with the Speaker and others here to extend this

          3  protection to other homeowner areas that all feel

          4  that they're under siege.

          5                 Thank you. I withdraw my request and

          6  vote aye on all items

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: I move for

         15  leave to explain my vote.  And just simply in the

         16  list of thanks also, as this is sort of Land Use day

         17  here at the City Council, thanks has to go to

         18  Councilwoman, Chairwoman Melinda Katz, because of

         19  the work that we've done in the last few weeks under

         20  her leadership and the leadership of Tony Avella,

         21  not only have we done great work for Staten Island

         22  in the downzoning, but also there was in Council

         23  Member Lanza's district, some good work done for

         24  senior housing, and in the development of Goldman

         25  Sachs in Downtown Manhattan is probably the best
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          2  news that I think we can celebrate as a City for

          3  Downtown Manhattan in a long time. So, I proudly,

          4  proudly vote aye on all items today.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Madam Public

         23  Advocate, permission to explain my vote?

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: I, too, want
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          2  to congratulate my colleagues in Staten Island for a

          3  pioneering effort. They have done a great work for

          4  the City. The necessity of us controlling zoning is

          5  just overwhelming.

          6                 Years ago zoning was created for high

          7  growth. It has led us to having mansions, to one day

          8  a beautiful home and the next day several ugly

          9  buildings. We need downzoning badly all over the

         10  City.

         11                 I also, of course, want to commend

         12  the Speaker for his wisdom in putting more money

         13  into City Planning so that we can inspect and really

         14  watch this.

         15                 So, I vote yes on all, but can I also

         16  have permission, Madam Public Advocate, to vote on

         17  the previous Land Use items?

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: I vote yes on

         20  all. Thank you.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Yes, Madam

         23  Public Advocate, with the unanimous consent, I would

         24  like permission to vote on all of the Land Use

         25  Call-Ups, and I vote aye.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Permission to

          5  explain my vote, Public Advocate?

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you. I

          8  wish to take this opportunity to publicly thank

          9  Benito Romano, who has served so diligently and

         10  loyally on the Conflicts of Interest Board, and to

         11  congratulate Monica Blum and wish her well, because

         12  those are some difficult shoes to fill, and I know

         13  that we all feel that she shall do so, and I vote

         14  aye.

         15                 Thank you.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Request
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          2  permission to explain my vote, Madam Public

          3  Advocate. I'll just go head and explain my vote.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you.

          6                 I vote no on Land Use 114 and Res 527

          7  and Land Use 115 and Res 528 and aye on all others.

          8                 Those two items are the Long Island

          9  City rezoning, and I want to start by saying I

         10  congratulate Council Member Gioia, the Land Use

         11  Committee, certainly Chair Katz, for doing

         12  extraordinary work on making this a -- I'm certain

         13  this rezoning will be a real benefit for the Long

         14  Island City neighborhood.

         15                 But there are two larger issues that

         16  compel me to vote no here. And one is the issue of

         17  jobs. According to the Working Families' Party

         18  memorandum in opposition to this rezoning, there are

         19  2,000 people employed in this rezoning area, and

         20  those are real jobs that are at stake. And we just

         21  voted, adopted a $10 million program for training

         22  and placement of the long-term unemployed, I think

         23  we need to make sure that there will be jobs for

         24  those folks who are being trained and placed.

         25                 If there were affordable housing
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          2  coming out, then that I would think would be an

          3  argument on the other side, but also, and this is

          4  something that we are going to see, I believe again

          5  and again in rezoning, without a guarantee of

          6  affordability built into the rezoning, we cannot be

          7  confident that affordable housing will result.

          8                 So, I vote no on those two items,

          9  four items, and yes on all others.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Chair,

         13  permission to explain my vote?

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Thank you

         16  very much.

         17                 I would also like to commend my

         18  colleagues in the City Council, in particular the

         19  Council Members from Staten Island, in moving and

         20  Sheparding this bill forward, and I would like to

         21  say that I look forward to working with all my

         22  colleagues, and in particular the Speaker here, to

         23  ensure that this plan is broadened. Obviously, in

         24  the great Borough of Queens we are also suffering

         25  overdevelopment, which I believe is irresponsible,
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          2  and it lacks the infrastructure to support it. So, I

          3  look forward to supporting all my colleagues with

          4  this, and I proudly vote aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: With apologies

          9  to Simcha Felder, I want to rise to speak briefly on

         10  the same topic I spoke about earlier, and that's

         11  just to add one last thank you that I was trying to

         12  get out, and that's to Speaker Miller. We added in

         13  this budget process $325,000 to City Planning's

         14  budget, without them asking for it. The City Council

         15  is putting its money where its mouth is. We're

         16  giving them lots of work and we're also giving

         17  additional revenue to have the manpower or

         18  womanpower to get these downzonings done timely, and

         19  I want to thank the Speaker for his assistance and

         20  leadership on that. I vote aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  I vote aye on

         23  all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER:  I vote aye.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

          5  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

          6  vote of 46 in the affirmative, zero in the negative,

          7  zero abstentions, with the exception of LU 114-E,

          8  resolution 527, which is adopted by a vote of 45 in

          9  the affirmative, one in the negative.

         10                 And LU 115 and Reso 528, which is

         11  adopted by a vote of 45 in the affirmative, one in

         12  the negative.

         13                 Revised Land Use Call-Ups were

         14  adopted by a vote of 46 in the affirmative and zero

         15  in the negative.

         16                 Adoption and Reading of Bills.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: All bills are

         18  referred to the committees indicated on the

         19  schedule.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         21  of Resolutions.

         22                 Council Member Felder, you have one

         23  minute.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: What? Thank

         25  you, Madam Public Advocate.
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          2                 And good afternoon. I'm pleased to

          3  speak today about Resolution 467, which will grant

          4  non-for-profit organizations and institutions in

          5  this City immediate tax exempt status from the day

          6  they purchase a property.

          7                 Until now, and in fact even now,

          8  non-for-profits have been liable for months and

          9  perhaps years of property taxes, despite having tax

         10  exempt status, and who are we talking about helping?

         11                 Can you please tell the people to be

         12  quiet for me, as well.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         14  please.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you. And

         16  that does not come off my time.

         17                 Churches, synagogues, mosques, and

         18  social service organizations, all of whom have

         19  suffered from this bureaucratic nightmare of a law

         20  that required them to pay taxes on a property that

         21  is and should be exempt, today this Council is

         22  taking the first steps to fixing that. I want to

         23  thank to thank Speaker Miller and the Bloomberg

         24  Administration, and I want to thank --

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council
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          2  member.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I want to

          4  thank you for giving me the opportunity to finish my

          5  sentence.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Okay.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: We are telling

          8  Albany to give tax relief for non-for-profits. Thank

          9  you.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Okay, thank

         11  you.

         12                 Council Member Jackson, one minute.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         14  Public Advocate.

         15                 My colleagues, I'm asking you to sign

         16  on this afternoon on Resolution 393.

         17                 Oh, I'm sorry.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: 393.

         19  Resolution 393.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Okay. My

         21  colleagues, I stand before you this afternoon and

         22  ask you to sign onto Resolution 393.

         23                 Resolution 393 calls upon the State

         24  Legislature to adopt and the Governor to sign into

         25  law bill A.3273 by Scott Stringer, which will
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          2  eliminate the current gap contained in the State

          3  Real Property Tax Law on State aid to the City for

          4  maintaining a system of improved real property tax

          5  administration.

          6                 The bottom line is that New York City

          7  is the only City that's being impacted by the

          8  current law. We are losing out $4.2 million every

          9  single year, and this only impacts on cities more

         10  than a million in population. And if you know

         11  anything about the City, we're the only City with

         12  over a million people.

         13                 So, I ask you to sign on to Reso 393

         14  so we can send a strong message to Albany that all

         15  of us are on board to ensure that New York City gets

         16  its fair share.

         17                 Thank you very much.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member Nelson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you.

         21                 I'm just going to piggy-back on,

         22  pardon the expression, what Council Member Felder

         23  was saying.

         24                 467 will help basically the little

         25  guy and little gal to make sure they don't get
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          2  ripped off, and they have the help that they need,

          3  because they have all too often in the last number

          4  of decades.

          5                 Of course, as far as the bigger

          6  organizations, they won't be in that position, they

          7  have teams of lawyers that would make Mark Geragose

          8  -- to press him.

          9                 So, anyway, this is extremely good

         10  measure, and it's justice and it's not going to hurt

         11  anybody, certainly not the City.

         12                 It would only help. Thank you.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         14  nobody else, we'll vote on Reso 393.

         15                 All in favor?

         16                 Opposed?

         17                 Adopted.

         18                 Reso 467, all in favor?

         19                 Opposed?

         20                 Adopted.

         21                 Reso 508, in favor?

         22                 Opposed?

         23                 Adopted.

         24                 General Discussion.

         25                 Council Member Addabbo.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Thank you,

          3  Madam Public Advocate.

          4                 Good afternoon colleagues in the

          5  chamber. I would like to call upon my colleagues to

          6  join me in supporting our City workforce through

          7  Intro. 418.

          8                 Earlier this year the Civil Service

          9  and Labor Committee held a hearing regarding the one

         10  in three rule, the way our City workforce was

         11  employed, hired, promoted. And it was revealed that

         12  when DCAS does an audit on our City agencies,

         13  whether they adhere to the one in three rule, we

         14  found out that information is nearly verbal. That

         15  information is just out there without anyone looking

         16  at it.

         17                 So, Intro. 418 would require DCAS to

         18  take this already existing information and put it in

         19  written form in an annual report so that we can

         20  ensure that our City agencies adhere to and properly

         21  through procedure of hiring and promoting our City

         22  workforce, and this workforce is protected.

         23                 So, again, I ask my colleagues,

         24  please join me on 418 to protect our City workforce,

         25  their hiring and their promotion.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Jackson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: I could not

          6  end this session this afternoon without informing,

          7  Adam, can you stand up? Adam Cretch will be a junior

          8  at Cornell University next year, this fall, majoring

          9  in public policy. And Adam, I publicly want to thank

         10  you for everything that you have done for myself and

         11  the constituents that I represent in Northern

         12  Manhattan as an intern this summer.

         13                 And with that, I want to thank you

         14  very much for all you have done, and you should

         15  always know that you can always use me as a

         16  reference.

         17                 Thank you very much.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member Gioia.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you,

         21  Madam Public Advocate.

         22                 Today I'm introducing legislation

         23  that will use the Internet to help address one of

         24  the most vexing public policy problems of our time,

         25  prescription drug prices rising out of the reach of
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          2  most Americans.

          3                 People across this country are

          4  traveling to Canada or Mexico for low-cost drugs

          5  because it cost less for them to cross the border

          6  than it does to buy the prescription drugs at home.

          7                 Back in February, in an investigation

          8  that I conducted, found that New Yorkers could be

          9  saving more than 40 percent on their prescription

         10  drug purchases, without traveling any further than

         11  down the block or to another borough.

         12                 We found that prices for identical

         13  prescriptions vary from pharmacy to pharmacy in New

         14  York City by as much as $30 to $80. And because

         15  prescription drug prices are never advertized, they

         16  often remain a mystery until a clerk rings them up

         17  at the cash register.

         18                 For example, we found that a senior

         19  citizen with arthritis, high cholesterol,

         20  hypertension and gastric acid disorders, could save

         21  more than $2,600 per year just by shopping around

         22  New York City.

         23                 My bill proposes to put prescription

         24  drug prices on a searchable website, so that New

         25  Yorkers can find the cheapest prices for their
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          2  prescription drugs when they need it.

          3                 The Internet has made sharing of

          4  disseminating information cheaper, faster and easier

          5  than ever before.

          6                 Using it to maintain and display an

          7  on-line database of retail drug prices at pharmacies

          8  Citywide, will give consumers an unprecedented

          9  opportunity to comparison shop for their

         10  medications.

         11                 New York State law -- New York State

         12  has a law to address this. It requires that

         13  pharmacies maintain a list of their prices for the

         14  150 most commonly prescribed drugs and to update it

         15  weekly and to provide it to consumers upon request.

         16                 Our legislation will very simply

         17  require the Department of Consumer Affairs to

         18  collect this list and put it on a website and allow

         19  consumers to type in their zipcode with the drug

         20  they're looking for so they can find the cheapest

         21  place in New York City to get that drug.

         22                 I think immediately two things will

         23  happen; one, seniors will organize to go to the

         24  pharmacy that has the cheapest drug; and, two, Adam

         25  Smith 101, the invisible hand will push prices down
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          2  and prevent people from gouging our seniors.

          3                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate. I'm

          4  looking to pass the bill.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Mr. Speaker.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, I just

          7  want to invite all of you and all of the members of

          8  the press, and also all the members of the public,

          9  if they'd like to, we, as I mentioned at the last

         10  meeting, Fred Baldassaro, who has been with my

         11  office for many years, and who was Deputy

         12  Communications Director for two and a half years has

         13  left and tonight is his going away party at the

         14  church lounge, which is 2 Avenue of Americas, it's

         15  the corner of Church Street and where it just turns

         16  into Sixth Avenue. So, I'd like to invite all of

         17  you. It begins at six, but probably will run on

         18  considerably longer than that, Jimmy, as long as

         19  you're there basically. So, we invite you all to

         20  come. Fred is a wonderful guy, did an amazing job

         21  for the Council and we appreciate all the service,

         22  and hope you'll all be able to make it there and

         23  join in the good cheer.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council
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          2  Member Gennaro.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

          4  Madam Public Advocate.

          5                 I'd just like to bring to everyone's

          6  attention an important bill that I'm introducing

          7  with Joe Addabbo. That's Intro. 419. That would

          8  clarify something which needs clarifying with regard

          9  to the Noise Code and permanent activities by the

         10  police. We believe that in areas of protest, when

         11  people get permits from the police, that the police

         12  permit should take care of any noise considerations,

         13  and that we shouldn't have the, sort of double

         14  oversight with regard to the Noise Code, so those

         15  things that are already handled by the police, the

         16  police should be sort of the authority on noise, and

         17  the Noise Code should take care of everything else.

         18                 It's very important for the labor

         19  community to make sure that their right to free

         20  speech is not impinged. And also, there is a host of

         21  Clean Air legislation being introduced by the

         22  Speaker, myself and there's also a bill by John Liu

         23  that I'd like to bring your attention to. The

         24  numbers are 414, 415, 416, 417 and 428.

         25                 These bills would go a long way
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          2  towards making sure we have the cleanest city in the

          3  country with regard to diesel emissions and exhaust.

          4  It would also deal with school buses.

          5                 So, I ask you to support Intros 414,

          6  415, 416, 417 and 428, and as I mentioned, the Noise

          7  Bill, Intro. 419, with myself and Joe Addabbo.

          8                 Thank you very much.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Excuse me,

         10  Council Member Katz.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Thank you, Madam

         12  Public Advocate.

         13                 In my remarks I neglected to make

         14  very clear a lot of the work the Land Use Committee

         15  has done through the subcommittees, and I would like

         16  to thank Chair Tony Avella, Chair Miguel Martinez

         17  and Chair Simcha Felder for this week.

         18                 They had several hours long meetings

         19  and much of the testimony in the hearing is done

         20  there, and they do a great job in making sure that

         21  by the time you get to the Land Use Committee, a lot

         22  of this stuff is worked out. So, thank you.

         23                 The other issue, Intro. 423, many of

         24  my colleagues have been asking me about a billboard

         25  bill that we were going to introduce.
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          2                 The bill has been introduced. This is

          3  an enforcement bill when it comes to billboards

          4  throughout the City of New York.

          5                 It does quite a few things, the most

          6  relevant of passages, however, is that it gets rid

          7  of the voluntary compliance provision that we

          8  instituted several years ago for the billboard

          9  industry.

         10                 It forces registration of billboards

         11  within 700 feet of arterial highways, and most

         12  importantly, probably, is that it allows the

         13  Buildings Department to finally create rules and

         14  regulations so that the enforcement of these laws

         15  that we have created in this City can be adhered to.

         16                 I urge all of my colleagues to please

         17  look at the legislation, please call the Land Use

         18  Division should there be any questions on it and

         19  join me in sponsoring this bill.

         20                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         22  Member Brewer.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Sorry, I was

         24  listening to the Speaker talk.

         25                 I'm here to support Reso 310. It is a
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          2  call on the State Legislature to allow the City of

          3  New York to have our own City liquor authority. And

          4  I was pleased that Council Members Perkins, Jackson

          5  and James joined us today to support this. I think

          6  anybody in our community knows that the Albany-based

          7  State Liquor Authority is not sensitive to what goes

          8  on in our communities in our clubs. And I think that

          9  in our neighborhoods, in fact, in my neighborhood

         10  somebody was killed this weekend in a club, in which

         11  the State Liquor Authority had been contacted by the

         12  Police Department, the community board, and the

         13  residents for two years without any action or

         14  response from the State Liquor Authority.

         15                 So, I urge everyone to sign on Reso

         16  510 and support the City Liquor Authority.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member Gerson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Public

         21  Advocate, my colleagues, today is a blemish on the

         22  Bloomberg Administration and a sad day for the

         23  children of the public schools of the City of New

         24  York.

         25                 I refer to the Mayor's veto of the
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          2  Dignity In All Schools Act, the anti-bully bill,

          3  which we formerly received today.

          4                 The Mayor in his veto message said in

          5  effect that he does not want this Council

          6  interfering with his Department of Education.

          7                 Well, Mr. Mayor, you can't have it

          8  both ways. When you did away with the Board of

          9  Education, you gave this Council not only a right

         10  but a responsibility to conduct oversight as we do

         11  over any other City Department, and when necessary

         12  to enact needed legislation.

         13                 While the Mayor is fighting for his

         14  turf, we are fighting for our students, our

         15  children. It was clear in our hearings that not

         16  enough is being done, that countless number of

         17  students are being physically and verbally harassed

         18  without redress. It was clear from teachers that

         19  they need the support of this legislation.

         20                 Mr. Mayor, it's not too late. Let us

         21  put aside political differences. We could deal with

         22  any technical issues and let's get a bill on the

         23  books, if you're doing it already then it will

         24  assure that we continue to deal with this issue, but

         25  it's clear that we need to do more.
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          2                 Let us get a bill on the books that

          3  will protect our children better than we are now

          4  doing from the scourge of bullying and put New York

          5  in the forefront of dealing with this nationwide

          6  problem.

          7                 On September 9th, we will vote to

          8  override the Mayor's veto. I hope and trust that

          9  this Council that's just a few days before the start

         10  of the new public school year, I hope this Council

         11  will give all of our students a good presence as

         12  they set off to school, and ensure that they have a

         13  year that is safer with more dignity and more

         14  respect than we currently have had in the past.

         15                 Thank you. And I call upon all my

         16  colleagues to be prepared to override the Mayor's

         17  veto on September 9th.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         20  Member Sears.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you,

         22  Madam Public Advocate.

         23                 I just wish to draw attention to urge

         24  my colleagues to support Intro. 433.

         25                 I have found out that when someone
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          2  wishes to build, and there are violations on their

          3  record, that they can get a permit to build

          4  additional buildings or whatever without paying the

          5  violations. I think that is an outrage.

          6                 What this does is see that all

          7  obligations to the City of New York must be paid

          8  before anyone gets a permit to do building, and I

          9  would encourage all of my colleagues to join this.

         10                 It is very key and it would help

         11  communities a great deal for those builders who have

         12  no regard and go ahead and build their offenses in

         13  the community.

         14                 So, I urge all of you to support

         15  this. It's a good intro. Thank you very much.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         17  Member Gentile.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Thank you,

         19  Madam Public Advocate.

         20                 On-street parking is a concern and

         21  problem throughout the City of New York,

         22  particularly in the outer boroughs, and when

         23  particularly in the outer boroughs we have illegal

         24  curb cuts that pepper the landscape that further

         25  reduces the availability of on-street parking. And

                                                            88

          1  COUNCIL STATED MEETING

          2  many, many, many of these curb cuts are illegal curb

          3  cuts done by frustrated residents who cannot find

          4  parking, but in so doing by creating these illegal

          5  curb cuts actually may take care of their own

          6  problems, but create a greater parking problem for

          7  everyone else.

          8                 So, I ask my colleagues to look at

          9  Intro. 421, a bill that I've introduced that would

         10  try, the City to try to get a handle on illegal curb

         11  cuts by requiring the DOT to do a survey of curb

         12  cuts and determine which ones were illegal, would

         13  give the community board a voice in any curb cut

         14  application, it would eliminate the homeowners

         15  self-certification, so that it must be DOT and DOT

         16  alone that certifies that all curb cuts meet the

         17  requirements of the law.

         18                 I would impose civil penalties for

         19  those who continue to have those illegal curb cuts,

         20  and would finally give DOT the authority to remove

         21  illegal curb cuts as they go along in their survey.

         22                 So, I would ask my colleagues to look

         23  at Intro. 421. I know it's a problem in my

         24  neighborhood, in my district, and I predict that

         25  it's a problem in every Council district
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          2  particularly in the outer boroughs.

          3                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          5  Member Monserrate.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Pass,

          7  Madam Chair.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member James.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Thank you. Just

         11  asking my colleagues to join me on Reso 515 which

         12  declares the month of September as New York City

         13  Reads Month, as we continue to promote literacy in

         14  the City Council.

         15                 In addition, I would ask my

         16  colleagues to join me on 514, calling upon the Mayor

         17  and the Police Commissioner to increase the number

         18  of resources to address the number of homicides in

         19  the Borough of Brooklyn.

         20                 Last, my colleagues, I do not see him

         21  in the room, asking all of my colleagues to join in

         22  wishing a happy belated birthday to Councilman Leroy

         23  Comrie who celebrated his birthday yesterday.

         24                 Happy birthday Leroy, in your

         25  absence.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

          3  nobody else, the Council meeting is adjourned.

          4                 (Hearing concluded at 3:30 p.m.)
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