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          1  STATE AND FEDERAL LEGISLATION

          2                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA: My name is Joel

          3  Rivera. I'm the Chair of the Committee. First let me

          4  start off by introducing my colleagues that are here

          5  today. We have Council Member Lew Fidler from

          6  Brooklyn. We have Council Member Mike McMahon from

          7  Staten Island. Councilwoman Helen Sears from Queens.

          8                 On my right we have Council Member

          9  Vincent Gentile from Brooklyn, as well. And I am

         10  Joel Rivera.

         11                 We have a very brief agenda today.

         12  First, as Chair of the Committee I want to turn to

         13  an item of business dealing with Economic

         14  Development. In particular, I would like to join

         15  Speaker Miller in calling on the Governor to enact

         16  an additional sales tax exemption week on all

         17  clothing and footwear, costing up to $110 per item

         18  from September 7th to September 13th, for an area

         19  between 30th and 36th Street, from Park Avenue to

         20  Tenth Avenue.

         21                 I also want to join the Speaker and

         22  call upon Mayor Bloomberg to take the steps,

         23  specifically a message of necessity, that would

         24  allow parking meters to be suspended on Saturday,

         25  September 4th, 2004, and Sunday, September 5th,
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          2  2004.

          3                 Most forecasts anticipate that the

          4  upcoming Republican National Convention will provide

          5  a boost to the City's economy. While this may be

          6  true as a general matter, we need to pay close

          7  attention to every anticipated outcome associated

          8  with the event.

          9                 Specifically I know that the security

         10  plan for the Republican National Convention will

         11  cause unavoidable disruption of local businesses by

         12  closing off streets to pedestrians and meeting many

         13  tourist and residents to avoid shopping in Midtown

         14  and the west side during a scheduled taxi week

         15  beginning August 31st.

         16                 In the name of foresight and

         17  fairness, I feel that we should not expect small

         18  businesses in one part of Manhattan to shoulder the

         19  burden of an event that should bring many benefits

         20  to the rest of the City.

         21                 Let me also add that these steps

         22  should be taken by today, Thursday, August 12th,

         23  2004, before the end of session in Albany. We should

         24  not wait until damage is done before addressing the

         25  economic consequences of the convention.
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          2                 Now, the two items on the agenda

          3  today, the preconsidered SLR that refers to

          4  S.4973-A, and A.8397-A, what is an in rem action

          5  that would authorize the City of New York to

          6  reconvey its interest in certain real property

          7  acquired by in rem tax foreclosure in the Borough of

          8  Brooklyn to former owner George Black.

          9                 The preconsidered SLR that refers to

         10  S.7662 is an in rem action that would authorize the

         11  City of New York to reconvey its interest in certain

         12  real property acquired by in rem tax foreclosure in

         13  the Borough of Manhattan to James Garrett, II.

         14                 And, finally, SLR 53 would authorize

         15  the City of New York to convey its interest in

         16  certain real property acquired by in rem tax

         17  foreclosure in Brooklyn to Jacquesline Menaged.

         18                 Are there anyone here to testify

         19  today in reference to any of these matters?

         20                 Any questions on behalf of the

         21  Committee? We have Council Member Mike McMahon.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Mr. Chair, my

         23  meeting notice had indicated that there was a vote

         24  today regarding the reservoir land?

         25                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA: No, actually that
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          2  was never on the agenda for the State and Federal

          3  Legislation Committee.

          4                 There was another issue pertaining to

          5  parks land that was on the agenda, but not in

          6  reference to the reservoir, the filtration plants.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Okay.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA: And there was

          9  some confusion over that, but it was never on

         10  today's agenda. There's still some things taking

         11  place with the State that needs to happen before.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Because we

         13  voted on that already, didn't we?

         14                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA: Yes. There was a

         15  previous vote last year in reference, if we're

         16  talking about the quotes --

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: The Croton

         18  about the conveyance.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA: The previous vote

         20  last year for the environmental impact study which

         21  we approved and which had taken place, and now there

         22  is the necessity of action to take place up in

         23  Albany in reference to the MOU, memorandum of

         24  understanding, before it comes back down to our

         25  Committee for further consideration.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: So, it has

          3  not come down. In other words, it's still in Albany

          4  for them to act and then it will come back up at

          5  some point?

          6                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA: Yes, it's still

          7  in Albany, they're still fine-tuning their actions.

          8  It's not on today's agenda. Actually, it was never

          9  on today's agenda, but there was some confusion and

         10  discussion about it, but it was never actually on

         11  the agenda for today's State and Federal.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA: No problem.

         14                 Any other questions?

         15                 Seeing none, I urge an aye vote on

         16  all matters heard before us today.

         17                 Will the clerk call the roll?

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA: I vote aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of five in

          5  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

          6  abstentions, all items are adopted.

          7                 Council members, please sign the

          8  Committee report.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA: We will hold the

         10  roll open for a couple of minutes for other members

         11  to come up and sign the Committee reports and to

         12  vote, and then this meeting is adjourned.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

         14  Addabbo.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Thank you. I

         16  will vote aye on all three items in the State and

         17  Federal Legislation today.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote now currently

         19  stands at six in the affirmative, zero in the

         20  negative, and no abstentions.

         21                 (Hearing concluded at 12:20 p.m.)
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          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 12th day of August 2004.
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                                                            9

          1

          2             C E R T I F I C A T I O N

          3

          4

          5

          6

          7

          8

          9            I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified Shorthand

         10  Reporter and a Notary Public in and for the State of

         11  New York, do hereby certify the aforesaid to be a

         12  true and accurate copy of the transcription of the

         13  audio tapes of this hearing.

         14

         15

         16

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24                 -----------------------

                              CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.

         25

