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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: We have some special

          3  guests who are here today and Council Member Peter

          4  Vallone, Jr., wants to welcome them and I'd like to

          5  turn the microphone over to Council Member Vallone,

          6  so that he can have the opportunity to bring up our

          7  special guests.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Thank you,

          9  Speaker Miller. Mr. Mahaltses, would you please

         10  bring up our guests now.

         11                 We're here today to commemorate a

         12  solemn occasion, the 30th anniversary of the Turkish

         13  invasion of Cyprus, an occupation of Cyprus. We have

         14  with us today some special guests. We have Martha

         15  Manomanis (phonetic), who is the Consul General of

         16  Cyprus; Peter Popinikolu, the President of the

         17  Cyprus Federation of America; and Father Michael

         18  Kantagorgo, who is representing the Greek Orthodox

         19  Archdiocese of America; and the Consul of Greece,

         20  Alex Apolus. Close enough? George.

         21                 And as I said, this is the 30th

         22  anniversary of the Turkish Invasion of Cyprus.

         23  Thirty years is enough. I'm going to let these

         24  honored guests speak about it, but the City Council

         25  should know that it was this body, 30 years ago,
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          2  that was the first body to speak out against this

          3  invasion. And it wasn't a popular thing to do at the

          4  time. It wasn't politically correct. Because Turkey

          5  was a big ally of ours, but we did it here at the

          6  City Council. We led the way and we're still doing

          7  it. Hopefully next year we can get together and

          8  celebrate the freedom of Cyprus.

          9                 Now I will turn the microphone over.

         10  First we'll have the proclamation read, and I'm

         11  going to turn the microphone over to Speaker Miller.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: If we could just have

         13  the clerk read the proclamation.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council of the City of

         15  New York, Proclamation.

         16                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         17  New York joins with the Republic of Cyrus, and

         18  Cypriot and Greek-American communities everywhere to

         19  pause, reflect and solemnly commemorate the 30th

         20  Anniversary of the Turkish invasion of Cyprus; and

         21                 Whereas: On July 20, 1974 the nation

         22  of Turkey invaded the sovereign Republic of Cyprus

         23  and occupied 37 percent of its territory, land which

         24  still remains under Turkish military occupation

         25  today; as a result of the occupation, 200,000 Greek
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          2  Cypriots (1/3 of the population of Cyprus) were

          3  forcibly expelled from their homes and became

          4  refugees within their own country.

          5                 Whereas: This illegal occupation

          6  still persists, with destructive and tragic

          7  consequences, including ethnic cleansing and human

          8  rights violations; presently over 1,500 Greek

          9  Cypriots (and 4 American citizens) are missing and

         10  remain unaccounted for; and

         11                 Whereas: Since the invasion, the

         12  United Nations has adopted numerous resolutions on

         13  behalf of Cyprus that call, inter alia, for the

         14  withdrawal of all foreign forces from the island,

         15  the safe return of the refugees to their homes, the

         16  restoration of human rights, an the respect for the

         17  sovereignty, independence, territorial integrity and

         18  unity of the Republic of Cyprus; and

         19                 Whereas: After 30 years, it is now

         20  time for a responsible solution to the problem of

         21  Turkish occupation, a solution based on all relevant

         22  United Nations resolutions which will reunite the

         23  people of Cyprus and ensure that Cypriots will e

         24  able to live in peace, security, prosperity, and

         25  with the full enjoyment of their human rights; and
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          2                 Whereas: During this new millennium

          3  it is time for genuine peace to come to Cyprus and

          4  to the sensitive region of the Eastern

          5  Mediterranean; and

          6                 Whereas: The citizens of the United

          7  States have a long-standing tradition of

          8  acknowledging important historical world events, and

          9  in this respect recognize the noble cause of Cypriot

         10  and Greek-Americans in their collective call for

         11  justice and peace in the region; now, therefore

         12                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         13  City of New York solemnly commemorates the 30th

         14  ANNIVERSARY OF THE INVASION OF CYPRUS and hopes that

         15  this Anniversary will mark the advent of true

         16  freedom and genuine peace for the Republic of

         17  Cyprus.

         18                 Signed this 21st day of July in the

         19  year Two Thousand and Four.

         20                 Gifford Miller, Speaker for the

         21  Entire Council; Peter Vallone, Jr., Council Member,

         22  22nd District, Queens; Hiram Monserrate, Council

         23  Member, 21st Street, Queens; Helen Sears, Council

         24  Member, 25th District, Queens; Michael McMahon,

         25  Council Member, 49th District, Staten Island.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

          3                 We are so grateful that you're here

          4  with us, because we think it is important to

          5  celebrate this important moment in world history,

          6  when the people of Cyprus lost their rights and

          7  invaded, and we hope that next year we can make sure

          8  that we come back and celebrate the barbed wire

          9  leaving Cyprus once and for all, and that we can

         10  begin a new tradition here at the City Council of

         11  celebrating the freedom of all the people of Cyprus

         12  and in exactly the tradition that this country and

         13  of course Greece has taught us to celebrate.

         14                 We'd like to ask the Consul General

         15  Martha Manomanis (phonetic) of Cyprus to say a few

         16  words. We are honored by your presence.

         17                 CONSUL GENERAL OF CYPRUS: Thank you

         18  very much. It's an honor for me to be here, Mr.

         19  Miller, Speaker of the City Hall. Mr. Vallone, Ms.

         20  Sears, distinguished guests, thank you very much for

         21  your support. We know that you're on our side, in

         22  our struggle to end the Turkish occupation in

         23  Cyprus, to reunite our country. We're all people of

         24  Cyprus, just like here in America where people

         25  support people democratic, we're going to save human
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          2  rights for all Cypriots, Greek Cypriots, Turkey

          3  Cypriots, Armenians, Modernites, and Latins. We are

          4  now in the European Union. We are the only divided

          5  country in the European Union, but we are friends

          6  with the Greek Americans, who are always on our

          7  side, and the leadership like you here supporting

          8  us, I am sure that one day Cyprus will be united,

          9  and hopefully one day we're going to celebrate here

         10  at the City Council deliberation and reunification

         11  of Cyprus. Thank you very much.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         13                 Would you like to say something?

         14                 PARTICIPANT: Mr. Speaker, Mr.

         15  Vallone, I'm delighted to be here. I think we have

         16  this event was started by a great Speaker of the

         17  City Council, Peter Vallone, Sr., and once again we

         18  come here after 30 years to raise our voice and

         19  express our gratitude to the members of the City

         20  Council, the City of New York, for their support.

         21                 The people of Cyprus are looking to

         22  oversee Cypriots and to people that they believe in

         23  the rule of law and justice for being able to join

         24  their freedom and basic human rights. And every

         25  single member of this City Council is a person that
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          2  supports these main ideals and we hope that, Mr.

          3  Speaker, before the next year we'll be here

          4  celebrating the freedom and justice for Cyprus.

          5  Thank you.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

          7                 We have a special guest today, and

          8  that is we have Billy Cretchy (phonetic), who is the

          9  son of Adele Cretchy, who many of us know who works

         10  for us here in the Council.

         11                 Billy just returned from 15 months in

         12  Iraq, and has served our country with distinction,

         13  is now going to be stationed in Germany, much to his

         14  mother's relief. But he came by, and I just wanted

         15  to have an opportunity to introduce him to all of

         16  you, to all of you at home, and to say that we

         17  appreciate not just his service but the service of

         18  all New Yorkers who are overseas in harm's way

         19  responding to the call of their country.

         20                 So, Billy, congratulations to you.

         21  Thank you. Welcome home. Good luck.

         22                 We also want to thank Adele because

         23  it's not so often said, but the sacrifice that

         24  mothers and fathers and sisters and brothers make

         25  when their loved ones go overseas and are in harm's
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          2  way is also real and meaningful, and very important

          3  to this country, and so thank you, and

          4  congratulations to you, Adele, and we certainly wish

          5  you God speed. And thank you for your service.

          6                 He's very quiet and doesn't want to

          7  say anything, but thank you so much for being here.

          8  Thank you.

          9                 Council Member Brewer, I know you

         10  have a lot of special guests that are here, and we

         11  are so thrilled to be able to welcome them. And I'd

         12  like to ask you to introduce them and to bring them

         13  forward. They should come up now.

         14                 We're very proud and honored that

         15  they're here to join us.

         16                 Council Member Brewer.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

         18  much, Mr. Speaker.

         19                 On my left is Speaker Gifford Miller

         20  who is part of the City Council, and these are the

         21  athletes and the coaches.

         22                 Also, Mike McMahon from Staten

         23  Island, and these are the athletes and the coaches

         24  from the Special Olympics, all five boroughs. All

         25  five boroughs.
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          2                 We're here because it's the

          3  anniversary of the Special Olympics. It was actually

          4  yesterday. The Special Olympics started in Chicago

          5  in 1968. We hear about the efforts of Mrs. Kennedy

          6  Shriver, but the real heroes are those from the five

          7  boroughs of New York.

          8                 I want to thank many people, of

          9  course, all of the athletes and the coaches, the

         10  coaches are volunteers, I first the Manhattan group

         11  when I learned that Riverside Park was not going to

         12  be a site for training, and we reversed that, and

         13  then we heard that Martin Luther King, Jr. High

         14  School wasn't going to be a site for the winter

         15  training, and we got the Department of Education to

         16  let us in.

         17                 So, what's very exciting today is

         18  that these Olympic athletes train all year long,

         19  into every single borough. They range in age from

         20  eight to 70 years old, and then they go from the

         21  City to the State from the national to the

         22  international based on perseverance and spirit and

         23  ability. That's what the Department of Education

         24  should do, right? Not just testing.

         25                 So, for the many people who are here
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          2  today, I want to thank you for joining us and say

          3  you are our very, very special guests here today.

          4  Congratulations to all of the athletes and the

          5  coaches.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: We are so proud that

          7  you're here with us today. It means a lot to us. We

          8  consider it our privilege, and we would like to ask

          9  the Clerk at this point to read the proclamation.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         11  of New York, Proclamation.

         12                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         13  New York is proud to honor the Special Olympics New

         14  York City program for its tremendous contribution to

         15  the betterment of the lives of thousands of children

         16  and adults with intellectual disabilities, as well

         17  as helping the public understand that these people

         18  can excel in an environment of equality and respect;

         19  and

         20                 Whereas: Facilitating athletic

         21  programs, sports training and competitions for

         22  children and adults city-wide, Special Olympics New

         23  York City inspires participants to embody the true

         24  spirit of competition and sportsmanship through the

         25  Special Olympics Athletic oath: "Let me win. But if
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          2  I cannot win, let me be brave in the attempt," and

          3                 Whereas: Special Olympics New York

          4  City unites the community with the philosophy that

          5  individuals with intellectual disabilities are

          6  contributing members of society who demonstrate the

          7  true essence of sport with their determination to

          8  achieve despite challenges they face; and

          9                 Whereas: The program enlists the help

         10  of committed and active volunteers and certified

         11  coaches to ensure that participants in all five

         12  boroughs of New York City can truly enjoy the

         13  unparalleled developmental and social benefits of

         14  competitive sports, as they continue to embody the

         15  virtues of courage, strength, and cooperation and

         16  serve as role models for other athletes-in-training,

         17  families, and the community at large; and

         18                 Whereas: The Special Olympics

         19  annually organizes more than 400 Olympic-style

         20  sports events throughout the state that provide our

         21  communities with the energy, spirit and joy of

         22  supporting participants who develop physical

         23  fitness, demonstrate courage and experience the

         24  trill of achieving their goals; now, therefore

         25                 Be It Known: That the Council of the
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          2  City of New York commemorates and honors the Special

          3  Olympics New York City and commends their efforts in

          4  making possible such an incredible asset to both the

          5  nation and the City of New York.

          6                 Signed this day of July in the year

          7  Two Thousand and Four, Gifford Miller, Speaker for

          8  the Entire Council; Gale A. Brewer, Council Member,

          9  6th District, Manhattan.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. We are so

         11  proud of all of you, and so grateful for your

         12  contributions to our City, to make us a truly great

         13  City, and I know Nathanial Morris, who is here, one

         14  of the great coaches, and very involved, and an

         15  athlete, we'd love to have you say a few words, Mr.

         16  Morris.

         17                 MR. MORRIS: I do track and field and

         18  golf and baseball. I'm in baseball skills, and I do

         19  golf every Tuesday night in the Bronx.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: All right.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: And I'd like

         22  to call on Eric Dubner (phonetic), one of the

         23  coaches, to say a few words.

         24                 MS. DUBNER: Thank you very much. It's

         25  an honor and a privilege to be here, and we're
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          2  actually excited that all of the athletes and

          3  coaches of the City of New York are represented here

          4  today.

          5                 The City Council has been extremely

          6  helpful to us in many of our different endeavors,

          7  getting us field, keeping -- well, staying field,

          8  and the other thing they've done is made sure we've

          9  had access to facilities.

         10                 We couldn't do it without them, and

         11  we thank the City Council very much.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. Thank you

         13  for all you do. Thank you all so much for being here

         14  on this special day. Thank you.

         15                 We continue our remembrance of James

         16  Davis. We have a special young person here that

         17  James would have wanted us to recognize as well, and

         18  would have been happy to share the floor with, and

         19  Council Member Barron has brought her and we're

         20  going to just do just a brief moment here to take a

         21  moment to honor her for her achievements.

         22                 Council Member Barron.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you very

         24  much.

         25                 In honor of James Davis, who always
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          2  inspired young people to stand up and speak up, I

          3  have with me today Tiffany Schley, and her mother

          4  Felicia, who is a valedictorian who was denied her

          5  diploma for being outspoken like James Davis.

          6                 And we are so honored that she is

          7  with us today, and we'd like for Jeffrey and Mrs.

          8  Davis to come up and stand with us on behalf on

          9  James Davis, another outspoken youth, Ms. Tiffany

         10  Schley.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Okay, if the clerk

         12  could read the proclamation.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Proclamation, Council

         14  of the City of New York.

         15                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         16  New York is pleased and proud to honor Tiffany

         17  Schley, a young woman who spoke her mind when it

         18  mattered most and has since become celebrated for

         19  her honesty, integrity and intelligence; and

         20                 Whereas: Tiffany Schley is a very

         21  special young woman. This lifelong Bedfford

         22  Stuyvesant resident recently made headlines when,

         23  during her Valedictorian speech at the School for

         24  Legal Studies, she criticized her school and its

         25  administration for failing to provide the basic
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          2  educational resources and services that all students

          3  have the right to expect; and

          4                 Whereas: Tiffany's words struck deep

          5  into the hearts and minds of school officials.

          6  Because of her outspokenness and the painful truth

          7  of her words, she was denied her diploma by her

          8  Principal and Assistant Principal, an action that

          9  many viewed as unjust and absurd, especially

         10  considering the democratic principle of free speech

         11  that our nation is founded upon; and

         12                 Whereas: Today, we are immensely

         13  proud to honor Tiffany Schley for having the courage

         14  to speak her mind, and doing so with a clarity,

         15  eloquence and intelligence typically exhibited in

         16  those twice her age; and

         17                 Whereas: Tiffany Schley is a shining

         18  example of what can be accomplished when we apply

         19  ourselves critically and analytically to whatever

         20  problems we might be facing. She is powerful proof

         21  that learning and education do make a difference in

         22  our lives, and are key weapons in overcoming even

         23  the greatest obstacles placed in our paths; and

         24                 Whereas: Tiffany Schley is an

         25  inspiration to all New Yorkers. Based on her already
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          2  impressive achievements, we have no doubt that she

          3  will go on to even greater and more resonant success

          4  in life; now, therefore

          5                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          6  City of New York honors TIFFANY SCHLEY, signed this

          7  21st day of July in the year Two Thousand and Four,

          8  Gifford Miller, Speaker for the Entire Council;

          9  Charles Barron, Council Member, 42nd District,

         10  Brooklyn.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Tiffany, we're so

         12  proud of you as a City for your extraordinary

         13  contributions and for the example that you set as an

         14  outspoken person and as a young woman of

         15  achievement.

         16                 Tiffany is on her way to Smith

         17  College next fall. My mother's alma mater. And we're

         18  very proud of you, and if you'd like to say a few

         19  words, we'd be appreciative.

         20                 MS. SCHLEY: Good afternoon, everyone.

         21                 I basically would like to say thank

         22  you for the support and encouragement, and just

         23  because I got the diploma in my hand doesn't mean

         24  that the fight is over. I mean, there's still work

         25  to be done and before I leave for college, I'm
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          2  speaking at youth conferences and keeping the fight.

          3  The revolution is not over, it just began. Thank

          4  you.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: I'm all right with

          6  that. We want to also thank your mother who is here,

          7  who helped make this possible, of course. Thank you,

          8  Ma'am for being here. Congratulations to you both.

          9  Take care.

         10                 My colleagues, we're going to begin

         11  the meeting now. I want to thank you all. I do want

         12  to acknowledge we have a special guest from Rome,

         13  the CEO of the Economic Development Corporation,

         14  Claudio Pancari. Thank you very much for being here,

         15  Mr. President. We appreciate it. And we'd like to

         16  begin the meeting at this point.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Roll call.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Presente'.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Present.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Present.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: A quorum is

         23  present. We'll have the invocation by Reverend

         24  Clinton Miller from Brown Memorial Baptist Church.

         25                 Please rise.
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          2                 REVEREND MILLER: Shall we bow our

          3  heads? Let us pray.

          4                 Eternal and righteous God, we thank

          5  you for this day. We thank you for the life, the

          6  memory and the political witness of James E. Davis.

          7  We thank you, oh God, for his legacy. We ask now

          8  that you continue to bring comfort to his mother and

          9  to his brother and to the balance of his family.

         10  Much talk has gone on downstairs about memorializing

         11  his name. We ask, oh God, that you would bring us

         12  upstairs and translate procedure into policy.

         13                 We ask that in this City where there

         14  is a dearth of affordable housing, there's a lack of

         15  education, that you would put our minds, our hearts

         16  and our policies together.

         17                 Teach us, oh God, to work together,

         18  despite party affiliation, and have us to come with

         19  the great moral imperative, building the kingdom of

         20  God here on earth, and teach us to beat our swords

         21  into plough sheers and our spears into pruning hooks

         22  and have us to learn about war no more.

         23                 We ask this in your Mighty and your

         24  matchless name, amen.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Motion to
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          2  spread the invocation, Council Member Vann.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes. Let me say,

          4  first of all, that we would like to thank Reverend

          5  Clinton Miller for his presence in our Chamber

          6  today, you're inspiring words of the dedication for

          7  Brother Davis and the inspiring words you just

          8  provided us. Brown is a historic church, in fact its

          9  origin on Herkimer Street was my family's first

         10  church. So, I am familiar. And since you've come to

         11  Brooklyn, you've been well received and you provided

         12  leadership, and we thank you so much. And I suppose

         13  now I'll move to spread the invocation in full upon

         14  the record.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Madam Public

         16  Advocate, I'd like to suspend the rules and give

         17  Council members an opportunity to say a few words

         18  about our fallen comrad and friend. But before I do

         19  that, I do just want to note that we have been

         20  joined today by Leo, Lesley and David of the Audrey

         21  Lord Project and we're very grateful that they're

         22  here. James would have welcomed them with open arms

         23  as he welcomed all with open arms. And since I said

         24  my few words down in the members' lounge in

         25  dedicating that beautiful room to the spirit of a
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          2  beautiful person, I'll stop there. But I just want

          3  to thank again the family for being with us today,

          4  and through these difficult times, and let you know

          5  how much we love and support you and believe in your

          6  son, your brother, your nephew, your friend, and I'm

          7  glad that City Hall will never forget his presence.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member Weprin.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: I have many

         11  memories of the late Councilman James Davis. Most of

         12  these memories are about the little things that he

         13  used to do or say. I guess it's always the little

         14  things that you remember about someone after they're

         15  no longer with you.

         16                 For example, his office at 250

         17  Broadway used to be directly down the hall from

         18  mine, and he used to stop in every morning to grab a

         19  nip caramel candy and a chat with my staff and me.

         20  He was always positive, cheerful, and excited about

         21  his work at the Council.

         22                 I also remember that on a trip to

         23  Israel together, as we wandered through thousand

         24  year-old streets, walked through Yad Vashem, the

         25  Holocaust Memorial, and met with ministers. James
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          2  commented on the fact that racial discrimination

          3  didn't seem to exist between the white Israeli

          4  children and the black Israeli children who had

          5  sought refuge in Israel from their native Ethiopia.

          6                 His comments, though seemingly side

          7  points at the time, are words that have resonated

          8  with me these past two years.

          9                 His comments were reflections of

         10  dreams that James had for his own country, for our

         11  country. There were expressions of work at the

         12  Council to prevent violence in the City of New York.

         13                 When I introduced my bill along with

         14  Council Member Albert Vann, to ban the sale of

         15  look-alike toy guns in the City of New York, he not

         16  only embraced that legislation, but he reminded me

         17  he had voluntarily persuaded, and the word is

         18  "persuaded," because James could be very

         19  persuasive, persuaded Toys R Us to stop selling toy

         20  guns a number of years earlier.

         21                 James, his positive attitude, his

         22  dreams for a non-violent society, and his work are

         23  greatly missed on this Council.

         24                 I look forward to being a part of the

         25  continuation of James' mission. Thank you.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member Sanders.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you,

          5  Madam Public Advocate. Greetings to the Davis

          6  family, and to Mother Comrie. I am here also to

          7  speak about James Davis, but I want to look at it in

          8  a different angle.

          9                 I remember his fire. I remember his

         10  fire when he spoke of how we needed to have

         11  affordable housing for the people of New York.

         12                 I remember his fire when he spoke of

         13  living wage, that people could earn and have the

         14  ability to stay in New York City and not starve to

         15  death. I remember the fire that he had over

         16  predatory lending, and any type of predators that

         17  were feeding on people. And I encouraged my

         18  colleagues to, even as we have this memorial, and

         19  this is good, but let us also remember the fire and

         20  in the days to come when it seems that concessions

         21  and giving away what the people of New York have

         22  earned over the years becomes the rage, let us renew

         23  ourselves in the fire that James Davis had and stand

         24  firm for all of the people of New York. Thank you

         25  very much.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member Rivera.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you very

          5  much, Madam Public Advocate.

          6                 Today is a very special day for all

          7  of us because we get the opportunity to honor a

          8  friend that we lost. We get to celebrate the live

          9  that he lived. And I would like to first say to the

         10  Davis family that our hearts have been breaking

         11  every single day after his assassination here, but

         12  in our faith will always live, because we know that

         13  James fought the good fight and we will continue to

         14  fight the good fight in his behalf.

         15                 James Davis was without a doubt a

         16  person filled with a passion for justice and a

         17  compassion for the disadvantaged and the oppressed.

         18                 Today I am reminded of one of Jesus's

         19  teaching, "For who so ever will save his life shall

         20  lose it; and who so ever shall lose his life for my

         21  sake, shall find it."

         22                 If one finds life, then this implies

         23  that in some way James Davis still lives with us

         24  today. James lives in our hearts and is with us in

         25  spirit.
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          2                 Like I said, James fought the good

          3  fight. He finished his course and kept his faith.

          4  James Davis leaves us with a legacy and now it is

          5  our responsibility here in the City Council and as

          6  community leaders to continue to fight for justice

          7  and to better serve our community and our society.

          8                 And so I just want to say that James

          9  was a great fighter, a great leader, a great friend,

         10  and he was a hero for us all, and God bless him and

         11  God bless you.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member DeBlasio.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: James Davis

         16  I think, in addition to so many other achievements,

         17  really stands out for two very amazing attributes.

         18  One, that he inspired hope. As all of us know in

         19  public service, we constantly face adversity and

         20  it's often easy to feel that change can't come and

         21  that the load is too great.

         22                 James had an amazing ability to

         23  inspire hope, even in the most difficult

         24  circumstances. And he lived it in his own life,

         25  whether in the police force or an elective office or
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          2  as a community activist, and each situation he did

          3  what people said couldn't be done, and by his very

          4  example inspired hope. Let alone through his words

          5  and ideas.

          6                 And the second point is that, where

          7  it is so easy for people in public life to just to

          8  the same old people an talk to those in power or to

          9  the elites, James always focused first and foremost

         10  on our youth. And he understood that that is where

         11  true change in our society comes if we teach our

         12  youth a new way of living, a new way of viewing our

         13  world. And he didn't do what was expedient or easy.

         14  He went to our youth, even when they were troubled,

         15  even when they were facing their challenges, and

         16  devoted himself to changing the way they think for

         17  their own safety and protection and futures, but

         18  also because that would make a better society for

         19  all of us, and those are two gifts that we should

         20  honor and remember.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         23  Member Dilan.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Thank you,

         25  Madam Advocate.
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          2                 I remember the last time I made a

          3  speech like this I got very emotional, so I'll try

          4  to do it less the emotion today.

          5                 But it's just good that we all

          6  reflect on someone who I consider a very good

          7  friend, someone who now, you know, for the past year

          8  I thought about for several occasions and many times

          9  whenever I heard a loud boom in the neighborhood.

         10  And you know, growing up as a kid in Bushwick, you

         11  know, I never had come so close to seeing a murder

         12  until I was here that day in City Hall. So, James,

         13  believe it or not, stays with me a lot in my

         14  thoughts. It just makes me wonder, with all of the

         15  security problems going on, how safe are we really.

         16  And just remembering him and his comraderie and his

         17  friendship and, you know, the support that he's

         18  given me personally, it's something that I will

         19  carry with me for the rest of my life, just knowing

         20  him for a short few years, and I would imagine that

         21  if James were still around today, if I knew James at

         22  all, he would probably be in the middle of a

         23  congressional race, and I remember when James first

         24  told me about he was thinking of it, and I said,

         25  James, you've got to be a little crazy to go against
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          2  a sitting Congressman, and James was like, well, I

          3  can beat him, I can beat him. I'll take on the

          4  world. And, you know, I don't know what the outcome

          5  would have been of that fight, but I sure wish that

          6  my friend would be here to fight that fight. Thank

          7  you very much.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member Vann.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes, thank you,

         11  Madam Public Advocate.

         12                 With all respect to the Davis family,

         13  it was really an honor and sometimes a challenge to

         14  serve with Brother Davis, but it was always upbeat,

         15  always a laugh, always making you feel good about

         16  sometimes serious issues.

         17                 I choose to demonstrate my respect

         18  for our slain brother, not so much by what I say,

         19  but by advocating for those whom he advocated for.

         20                 In the beginning it was the word, and

         21  we all know that verbiage has its place, has its

         22  value, but after the word you need to do something,

         23  and so I rededicate myself and my energy to serving

         24  those who Davis advocated for. And I thank you for

         25  your presence in our Chambers this afternoon.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member Gerson.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Mrs. Davis,

          5  Jeffrey, I will always remember that wonderful

          6  inauguration that James had after his election. And

          7  I remember two features above all, first the

          8  incredible level of love which filled that church,

          9  love James had for you and for his community and the

         10  love his community returned to him above and beyond

         11  any level of political support.

         12                 And I also remember how he concluded

         13  his remarks by reciting the famous speech of Dr.

         14  King, "I have a dream," with all of the passion and

         15  commitment that James brought to his work, and I

         16  remember thinking that here I was in the company of

         17  a great human being who was truly carrying on the

         18  work of Dr. King. Little could I have imagined that

         19  he would one day meet the same fate.

         20                 But I will always cherish and

         21  remember his support and his friendship, how he came

         22  up to me from the very beginning, and said anything

         23  I needed, anything my district, the district of

         24  Ground Zero, required, he would be there to support

         25  us and to lead the way. And my district and I remain
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          2  forever grateful.

          3                 And I also remember how he would

          4  repeatedly remind me and others how he and I shared

          5  a special bond, a bond I appreciated but I soon

          6  discovered, and it was a bond that indeed James

          7  shared a special bond with all of my colleagues, and

          8  indeed with all whose paths he crossed and all who

          9  he encountered and embraced. It is a bond which will

         10  remain with us, all of us, forever, and it is a bond

         11  and an inspiration which will continue to inspire

         12  and motivate me in the work which I will try my best

         13  to carry out here in this Chamber.

         14                 It is now for us to continue his

         15  legacy in the good deed we performed in and out of

         16  this Chamber as we go forward in his memory.

         17                 Thank you very much.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member Recchia.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Yes. I met

         21  James for the first time when I was running for City

         22  Council for my friends in Coney Island. One Saturday

         23  I was supposed to meet them to help and all of a

         24  sudden they're all disappearing, they said we have

         25  to go help James Davis. I said who is James Davis?
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          2  And that's the first time I heard. He was a cop in

          3  the 60th Precinct in Coney Island and the reputation

          4  that he had was one that he cared about the

          5  children, but most of all, he cared about all the

          6  people in our community.

          7                 We miss him. My condolences to the

          8  family. Jeff, we're always there for you.

          9                 And also, I'd also like to say on

         10  behalf of my good friend Lew Fidler, who couldn't be

         11  here today, he's on vacation, he thinks about James

         12  all the time. Him and James were very close. They

         13  went through many battles together. But most

         14  important, the dream your brother had, it will

         15  always be remembered and carried on, especially for

         16  the children of Coney Island.

         17                 Thank you, and God bless you all.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member Seabrook.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Thank you

         21  very much, Madam Public Advocate.

         22                 To the mother of James Davis, to the

         23  brother and to the family and friends, this has been

         24  a year but I want to say if James was here today,

         25  what James would say. And James would say that he is
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          2  very proud of his family. He is very proud of his

          3  mother and he's proud of his little brother, who

          4  withstood a tremendous amount of pressure, attacks,

          5  and all sorts of the discouraging ways, because no

          6  matter what James played the game of politics, he

          7  never played it that way.

          8                 And, so, I think that if James would

          9  be here today, he would grab his jacket as he

         10  usually do, and say, I'm a better man than that and

         11  I don't do that. Because James was a character all

         12  to himself. He never danced to anybody's beat or

         13  drum but his own, and that's how he lived his life.

         14  And if James came back today, he would stand up here

         15  and say, I packed them in again, Larry. I had them

         16  all looking down at me today, because that's the

         17  type of brother that he was.

         18                 But he was here a short time, but he

         19  left a tremendous impact on this body, and he left a

         20  tremendous impact on the body of politics that says

         21  that at some point an individual can actually do

         22  what he wants to do and do his best for the people

         23  in which he was elected to serve. James Davis loved

         24  his job. And as I can see him now, as he would get

         25  up, Helen, he would say to Helen Foster, he would
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          2  look over at us and say, "I'm a former cop." That

          3  was James and that's how he was. I want this family

          4  to remember him, and we all remember him, and I want

          5  to say that you have been a rock, and the mother,

          6  you have been a beacon of light for all of us to

          7  withstand all of that, and I say God bless you for

          8  having a son to allow us, and God has given us the

          9  opportunity to spend a little time with James, and

         10  James and I had many experiences together in and out

         11  of the State, at all boxing matches. We did a whole

         12  lot and I love the brother, and I would always tell

         13  him, my little brother. And, so, I say to you, just

         14  keep on keeping on and keep the faith.

         15                 Thank you very much.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         17  Member Brewer.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

         19  much. And I want to congratulate his brother Jeffrey

         20  for speaking so well earlier today and for his

         21  mother for always being a beacon for all women who

         22  are strong.

         23                 I want to mention that the lounge is

         24  a very special place. What I think about in terms of

         25  James Davis is that he was a policy wonk. He would
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          2  come in and look at me and start dissecting the NYC

          3  TV and other news programs that we both watch all

          4  night long, and he would and I would dissect it inch

          5  by inch in terms of the policy aspects, and then he

          6  would switch and go and slap somebody on the back,

          7  hi buddy, knowing that that wasn't my style.

          8                 He was able to switch and be part of

          9  whatever life he was engaged in.

         10                 And I also remember that Mr. DeBlasio

         11  dragged us to an Edwards' event, not money involved,

         12  in my district, ironically. And it was at the home

         13  of Charles Phillips, who is a resident of the west

         14  side. James Davis came, and he looked at me and he

         15  said, man, this is a nice place to live. And I said,

         16  James Davis, it looks just like Oxford Street to me.

         17  So, we had a very nice relationship in terms of fun

         18  and intelligence. There won't be many that combine

         19  that sharp as a tact, and then able to be a human

         20  being to everybody he's involved with.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         22  Member Vallone.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: I'm just

         24  sorry to interupt this occasion. I need to get

         25  unanimous consent. My daughter is in the emergency
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          2  room, and she's going to be fine, I wouldn't leave

          3  without good cause, but I'd like to be with her, so

          4  I'd like to get unanimous consent to vote on all

          5  coupled general orders and Land Use Call-Ups.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Thank you.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member Clarke.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

         11  Madam Public Advocate.

         12                 To the Davis family, to mother Davis

         13  and to Jeffrey, I miss James. Most of all, after all

         14  is said and done, I miss James. Not Council Member

         15  James Davis, not Police Officer, I miss my brother,

         16  I miss my neighbor, I miss someone who used to give

         17  me grief and someone who used to give me big joy.

         18                 When I think of James I think of

         19  courage. I think courage of conviction, and I think

         20  of mischief. James could get in the mix with

         21  everybody and everything, and he knew everybody and

         22  everyone. James used to drive around our community

         23  in a jeep, and whenever you saw that Jeep, you knew

         24  brother James Davis was rollin through, and you pass

         25  by the house and the big red, black and green flag,
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          2  and it was all about community empowerment. It was

          3  all about how do I make a difference in the lives of

          4  the people who live around me, and how do I

          5  establish relationships with people that would

          6  further that effort.

          7                 I miss James. I think about him very

          8  often. Maybe too often. But I think it's the spirit

          9  of what he was able to accomplish, and wishing that

         10  I had more time to really embrace that with him.

         11  While I knew James before he was elected and we had

         12  interacted, and knowing that we're both basically

         13  from the same neighborhood, I wanted more time. And

         14  I know as a family we all want more time, but God,

         15  in his infinite wisdom, made the decision on that

         16  day in that way to take James from us.

         17                 All I can say is that he's left a

         18  legacy, and thank you, Jeffrey, for continuing it,

         19  thank you, Mother Davis for continuing it. I

         20  certainly will do all in my power to make sure that

         21  we stop the violence, and that we love ourselves,

         22  because that was James' motto. And that means the

         23  whole gamut of whatever we can do while we have

         24  breath to make sure that it keeps going.

         25                 God bless you all. God bless you all
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          2  very much. Thank you.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Perkins.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

          6  very much, Madam Public Advocate. To Mother Davis, I

          7  want to personally thank you for your courage and

          8  your inspiration in the face of difficulties, and

          9  your ability to persevere and continue to carry on

         10  the legacy, not only of your son, but of your

         11  family.

         12                 And to Jeffrey, you have been

         13  remarkable today. Your remarks downstairs were truly

         14  outstanding and touching and visionary, and I

         15  believe you're on a path that will make your brother

         16  continuously smile down on you for how well you're

         17  representing the legacy of your brother.

         18                 I have two images of James that come

         19  to mind, in which he had been remarkable and made

         20  his mark on all of us.

         21                 First, his five foot campaign

         22  pictures set a new style in campaigning in New York

         23  City. Everybody started to get their face five foot

         24  tall, as they moved around to let the people know

         25  what they were running for, and I think that was a
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          2  great, great sign of genius in terms of his ability

          3  to send out a message.

          4                 And then, of course, there is the

          5  "Stop The Violence," mantra that he captured and

          6  that he represented in multifaceted ways.

          7                 I remember the last time he and I

          8  were together where he joined me and Councilman Al

          9  Vann on the steps of Borough Hall to respond to a

         10  report that had just come out concerning lead

         11  poisoning in his district, and in his remarks he

         12  talked about childhood lead poisoning and the

         13  crippling effects and how it was another aspect of

         14  the violence that he was trying to stop. And, so, he

         15  gets great credit for the fact that this Council did

         16  pass a lead paint prevention bill. It was his

         17  advocacy and his support that allowed us to do

         18  something that has never been done before in this

         19  City and in this nation.

         20                 And, so, we want to thank you for the

         21  support you gave him and for allowing us to be with

         22  him and for allowing us to have made such a

         23  remarkable mark for the sake of our children in

         24  stopping the violence of lead poisoning.

         25                 Thank you very much.

                                                            45

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member Barron.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you very

          5  much, Madam Chair.

          6                 I'd like to take a minute to talk to

          7  James, because I know he is with us, and I can feel

          8  his presence right now. And I want to say, James,

          9  you would be proud of Jeffrey, James. He ran and he

         10  ran hard. And I remember going throughout the whole

         11  community, James, with your brother Jeffrey, and we

         12  said, today is Election Day, go on out and vote, and

         13  when you do, vote for Jeffrey Davis. And we ran all

         14  through the community, and we saw the pouring of

         15  love for you through him.

         16                 He had to fight against the press. He

         17  had to fight against people who may have abandoned

         18  him. But he stood the course. James, you would be

         19  proud of your brother today. You would be proud of

         20  his courage. And he's continuing to fight. He's

         21  doing a demonstration. He's getting together with

         22  Kiss and going out to stop the violence all over

         23  this country, in Jersey, in New York City.

         24                 James, you'd be proud of your mother.

         25  She named you Rocky, but she's the rock, because

                                                            46

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  she's been standing strong.

          3                 And, James, we're going to keep them

          4  fighting for those fire stations to be opened,

          5  because that's what you want.

          6                 James, we're going to fight to make

          7  sure they don't close the subways, the token booths.

          8  We're going to fight for that, and we'll fight for

          9  your youth, and we definitely are going to fight to

         10  stop the violence.

         11                 But, James, you need to rest, man.

         12  Take a rest. And while you're in Celestial Lane,

         13  stop my Malcolm X's house. You always talked about

         14  Malcolm and how much you loved him, stop by and have

         15  a chat with Malcolm. And when you walk down another

         16  block or two, stop by Martin Luther King's house,

         17  because I know they would have appreciated the work

         18  that you've done.

         19                 You always told me that you tried to

         20  be the model of Martin Luther King and Malcolm X,

         21  and James, stop by Harriet Tubman and ask her how

         22  she got the courage and how she went on to do the

         23  work that she did.

         24                 James, you're in good hands now. We

         25  got a lot of work to do down here.
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          2                 One other thing, James, I'm glad I

          3  could get a little more work done because every time

          4  you stop by my office, I had to talk for two hours

          5  and not get to my work. So, I'm getting a little

          6  more work done, James.

          7                 And I want to thank you, James. When

          8  those wouldn't go to Zimbabwe to Africa because of

          9  Robert Lugabe and the press, you came. You came to

         10  Africa with me. And you said that you wanted to go

         11  back to the Mother Land before you left this earth

         12  and you did. So, you got a chance to kiss the soil

         13  of Africa.

         14                 So, James, we're going to continue to

         15  work. And I will work on expanding my base. You told

         16  me I got the black thing down. I need to really

         17  expand a little more. I haven't learned that one yet

         18  either, James, but I'm working on it, to expand my

         19  base. Jeffrey and your mother will help me with

         20  that.

         21                 So, James, rest in peace, my brother.

         22  We miss you.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Comrie.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you,
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          2  Madam Public Advocate.

          3                 To Mother Davis and Jeffrey Davis,

          4  and all of the family and friends of Council Member

          5  James E. Davis, God bless you. Stay strong in your

          6  courage. Your life has been significantly changed by

          7  this tragedy of losing someone that had a unique

          8  ability to engage the world. James was the kind of

          9  person, as has been said, to talk to everyone about

         10  every topic, and knew the entire topic.

         11                 I was amazed when I first met James,

         12  when we would -- had a fresh democracy council

         13  meeting, and he read everybody's intentions in the

         14  room, and he knew what the politics behind

         15  everybody's statements were in the room. And James

         16  was a student of politics, he was a student of the

         17  world, and he was a student of people. What I

         18  remember from James is that James was not afraid to

         19  engage, he was not afraid to debate, he was not

         20  afraid to learn, and he was not afraid of anything

         21  in this world, other than his own ability to keep up

         22  with all of the things he needed to do because he

         23  saw that change was needed.

         24                 James was a change agent. He believed

         25  in the ability of his words to inspire people. He
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          2  believed in the ability of his deeds to show people

          3  to actions, to show people that he could make

          4  change, even when people didn't think change was

          5  there, even when people thought change was

          6  impossible.

          7                 I also know from arguing with James,

          8  because James would come to me any time he was upset

          9  about what the Council leadership was going to do to

         10  him, and he'd come to me and we'd start arguing

         11  about the different issues in the Council and why

         12  the Council was after him and why he wasn't always

         13  right. And we had great arguments. You know, it's

         14  one thing to say that you could argue with somebody

         15  and have a great argument, an argument about the

         16  topic, and argue about the issue, and argue about

         17  with passion and dignity and respect and he always

         18  inspired me and he always looked at me and he always

         19  gave me a title. He was one of the first people that

         20  tried to get me in trouble around here, by giving me

         21  a new title. And I have to say that in my life I'm

         22  going to always try to emulate his major ability,

         23  which was to give back to his community, to always

         24  let his community know that he was representing

         25  them, he was their voice and he was their advocate.
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          2                 And it's also in his ability to

          3  engage the world and to make the world his friend. I

          4  was truly touched by the support that was shown

          5  after the tragedy by the entire City, how James

          6  engaged the entire City, and there was no aspects of

          7  the City that was unfriendly to him, or that he was

          8  unafraid to approach.

          9                 And I hope that we can all remember

         10  that as we try to develop this City, as we try to

         11  make this City grow, that we can all learn to have

         12  positive arguments with each other to gain change

         13  and to bring about positive change.

         14                 God bless all of you. Thank you for

         15  being here today. Thank you for continuing to do

         16  what you're doing. Be strong. God bless you.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  Member Gennaro.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

         20  Madam Public Advocate.

         21                 As I summon memories of James, it

         22  just seems how any of my words would be inadequate,

         23  so I have the words of St. Francis, and it's the

         24  prayer of St. Francis, and I think James lived this

         25  prayer and that's why he'll always be an inspiration
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          2  to all of us. So, Mrs. Davis, Jeffrey, family and

          3  friends of James, I think this is James's life.

          4                 "Oh Lord, make me an instrument of

          5  Thy peace;

          6                 where there is hatred, let me sow

          7  love;

          8                 where there is injury, pardon;

          9                 where there is discord, harmony;

         10                 where there is doubt, faith;

         11                 where there is despair, hope;

         12                 where there is darkness, light;

         13                 and where there is sorrow, joy;

         14                 Oh, God, grant that I may not so much

         15  seek to be consoled as to console; to be understood,

         16  as to understand; to be loved, as to love; for it is

         17  in giving that we receive, it is pardoning that we

         18  are pardoned, and it is in dying that we're born to

         19  eternal life.

         20                 God bless James Davis and his family.

         21  Thank you.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         23  Member Stewart.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Thank you,

         25  Madam Public Advocate.
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          2                 To the Davis family, I want to say

          3  thank you for allowing me to share some time with

          4  James while he was alive.

          5                 I would like to reflect on what I

          6  know of James. I think I know James more than most

          7  of the Council members here, because James

          8  accompanied me to Trinidad and Tobago the same year

          9  that he was killed. And we went down there and we

         10  had a wonderful time. Listening to steel band,

         11  playing mass, and doing all the things that you

         12  won't do in this chambers.

         13                 However, I want to remember him in

         14  that spirit, and, so, it's really a good feeling to

         15  know at this time that we have visiting us from

         16  Trinidad and Tobago, some spiritual Baptist clergy

         17  who are in our balcony right here. Could you please

         18  stand up and let's give them a round of applause on

         19  this occasion at City Hall. The spiritual Baptists,

         20  Trinidad and Tobago, visiting us, and they're

         21  visiting us to see how we operate here in the City

         22  Council.

         23                 And ladies and gentlemen, I want to

         24  thank the Davis family again for being so open and

         25  so friendly with all of us, and may God bless you,

                                                            53

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  and may James rest in peace. Thank you.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Monserrate.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Thank you,

          6  Madam Chair.

          7                 And I rise here to give a few brief

          8  remarks and reflections upon my friends, my former

          9  co-worker in many ways James Davis and to his

         10  family, his beautiful mother Thelma and brother

         11  Jeff.

         12                 I'd like to say I remember a year ago

         13  being at the last service and hearing a great eulogy

         14  that I will never forget by Reverend Al Sharpton.

         15  And I am proud that today a year later, we are here

         16  still keeping his memory alive, and I am proud that

         17  so many leaders in this City have on that day, on

         18  that day spoke the words of keeping his dream alive

         19  acted on it, and today we have a post office that's

         20  named the James E. Davis Post Office, and a library,

         21  and the lounge in City Hall is now the James E.

         22  Davis room.

         23                 And calling upon that, I expect to

         24  see a very large portrait of James Davis right here

         25  in these chambers, which I think would be most
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          2  appropriate. It would be most appropriate, and

          3  obviously many of us in this body will be formally

          4  requesting that.

          5                 I want to say that in the years I

          6  knew James before he was involved in politics, I saw

          7  someone else in the room before, my other friend

          8  Graham Raymond from Newsday, who I remember writing

          9  many stories about James and his battles with the

         10  NYPD, and he's here today writing about the legacy

         11  of James Davis, not just as a politician, not just

         12  as a police officer, but as one of the greatest

         13  leaders this City has ever produced. Thelma, thank

         14  you for producing him to us. He was here for a short

         15  while, God bless you, God bless Jeff and God bless

         16  your family. Thank you very much.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  Member Boyland.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: To the Davis

         20  family, I almost dreaded coming here today. In my

         21  mind I was thinking we should let James rest. I went

         22  to the opening of the Post Office and I found that

         23  very difficult, although I saw many friends and

         24  people surrounding us, I still was thinking we

         25  should let James rest.
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          2                 And then today, as we were standing

          3  downstairs, announcing the change of the room, I

          4  still was thinking, maybe we should let James rest.

          5  And then I looked over at Mama Davis and Jeffrey,

          6  and I said, maybe keeping his legacy alive is the

          7  best way to teach younger people about James Davis

          8  and his actions.

          9                 Maybe putting him to rest in our

         10  minds was not such a good idea, but we should

         11  continue to do positive things to speak the way he

         12  would like us to speak.

         13                 And I say that because we were

         14  connected. I consider James my brother. In good

         15  times politically and in bad times politically he

         16  was still my friend and my brother.

         17                 So, I'm honored to speak today about

         18  James Davis. I'm honored to know Mama Davis. I'm

         19  surprised she is not pointing a finger at us,

         20  telling us to stop it by now, but she's a good

         21  woman, Jeffrey, and she's raised good children, and

         22  I think that is a parent's joy, to know that here or

         23  beyond, the life after this, that you still have a

         24  legacy of something that's positive.

         25                 So, God bless the family and our
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          2  prayers are with you.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Jennings.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Thank you,

          6  Madam Public Advocate.

          7                 I just want to say that I miss James

          8  very much, but my missing James cannot be as much

          9  Mrs. Davis and Jeffrey. I know you miss him much

         10  more than I do, but I truly miss him. I miss my

         11  chats with him. I miss him calling me. Somebody must

         12  have told him that I don't sleep at night, maybe it

         13  was Gifford, he called me at 3:00 in the morning and

         14  5:00 in the morning, any time he had an idea, and

         15  every time he was in the newspaper, or he watched

         16  New York 1 in the morning, as he often did every

         17  did, was give me a call, let me know, look, I'm in

         18  here in the paper again today. Or called to let me

         19  know that I was in the paper. Those calls I kind of

         20  dreaded. But I really miss James.

         21                 You know, I hear a lot of us, the way

         22  we talk about James today, that type of character

         23  that he was, I hope we could live the way James

         24  lived. James always, always lived with love in his

         25  life. He never carried any malice in his heart for

                                                            57

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  anyone that I know of. Yes, he had his political

          3  foes and people that he fought with, but he fought

          4  with them because on principles, and he kept the

          5  fight on the principles and on the issues. But he

          6  never, ever, ever took any of it personal, and he

          7  never had a mean word for anyone. In fact, he always

          8  tried to make peace, and that's what caused him on

          9  that day to get killed, because he was trying to

         10  make peace with one of his foes.

         11                 And he tried to make peace, always

         12  making peace, and always walked with love, and

         13  always spoke with everyone in kindness, and we

         14  should all take an example of James. We need to

         15  treat each other here with love and with kindness,

         16  and everyone in a community, no matter who they are,

         17  no matter whether they're republican or democrat,

         18  conservative or liberal, we're all here to do the

         19  same thing. We're all here to make a better City, a

         20  better country, a better place for the people in our

         21  community.

         22                 A lot of you didn't know this, but

         23  James was a strong Christian. James was a Reverend,

         24  and he believed in God. He spoke about God often, he

         25  lived and walked his life the way God would want him
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          2  to walk his life - always with faith. All of us need

          3  to sit down when we go to bed tonight and every

          4  night and look in the mirror and talk to ourselves.

          5  Are we really living the life that God wants us to

          6  live? We should really look in our heart, when we

          7  speak, do we speak with truth? Do we speak with

          8  truth? What's our intention? Do we mean harm for our

          9  brothers and sisters, or are we here to help each

         10  other? And we have to understand that life is very,

         11  very short. I don't think James expected for him to

         12  die on July 23rd, 2003, and none of us know when

         13  it's our time. None of us know what's going to

         14  happen to us, when we leave here and walk down the

         15  steps, which one of us is going to have a heart

         16  attack, which one of us is going to have a stroke,

         17  which one of us is going to take a step across the

         18  street and a car, a taxi or a bus may hit us, or

         19  what rock may fall out of the sky. We don't know our

         20  last day. But we sure all live our life like it is

         21  our last day, always doing good and always doing

         22  what's right. Because James was always about doing

         23  what's right, no matter what any political power

         24  thought, the bottom line he was here for is to do

         25  what's right by his people in this Committee and by
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          2  all people of this City, and I would hope that all

          3  of us look at his legacy and look at that part of

          4  his life of doing what's right and acting always in

          5  love. And I want to concur with my friend, my

          6  colleague, Council Member Monserrate, and I know

          7  James Davis -- I'm sorry, Councilman Barron always

          8  talked like this, about having a picture of finally

          9  a black man in the Council. We need to have a

         10  picture of James Davis, as big as those pictures in

         11  the balcony up here. And I would hope by the end of

         12  this year that's going to happen, with the help of

         13  my colleagues. Not because, I mentioned race, and I

         14  don't mean to offend anyone, because of who James

         15  was, James was assassinated. Let's never forget that

         16  - he was assassinated in this Chambers right here,

         17  and that extra bullets that left that killer's gun,

         18  that assassin's gun, could have, by the grace of

         19  God, could have went around this room and hit any

         20  one of you. We should honor his legacy and treat him

         21  as if -- the way we want to be treated. We need to

         22  make sure that James Davis's picture is on this

         23  balcony.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

                                                            60

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Member Koppell.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: I want to

          4  join my colleagues in expressing our sorrow to the

          5  family of James Davis and to pay tribute to this

          6  remarkable legislator.

          7                 I'm honored to be sitting at his

          8  desk, as we're now assigned, and I remember only too

          9  well the energy and vitality and enthusiasm and

         10  caring that he brought to this body.

         11                 I think that the one word that

         12  describes James Davis best is courage. He had not

         13  only courage personally. He was a police officer.

         14  Anyone who goes out on the streets as a police

         15  officer has personal courage, but he had both

         16  personal courage in terms of his body, and courage

         17  in terms of his politics.

         18                 You know, as we talk here maybe

         19  someone listening would think that this was a man

         20  who had no political enemies, who never took

         21  political risks. Quite the contrary. This was a man

         22  who challenged the powers that be, constantly in

         23  this body and out in the world of politics of the

         24  City of New York, and let us remember that. And it

         25  is a tribute to James Davis that though he was
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          2  willing to challenge and attack and run against,

          3  that people still view him with the kind of

          4  affection and caring that they do. That's a unique

          5  quality that he did indeed have, and some of you

          6  today have spoken about that, that though he could

          7  argue and challenge, as Leroy said, you still felt a

          8  bond and a friendship and a caring, a unique quality

          9  of this man James Davis, which is why I think we all

         10  feel his loss so deeply. He was a caring, a

         11  courageous individual, and one whose personal

         12  qualities touched everyone in this Chamber the way

         13  you do.

         14                 He will be remembered. His legacy is

         15  important, and it is good to pay tribute to him

         16  today as we should as the work of this Council goes

         17  on.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member Sears.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you,

         21  Madam Public Advocate.

         22                 We have heard many reflections on

         23  James Davis, I just want to say to Mrs. Davis and

         24  Jeffrey and to his family and everything we heard

         25  has been of coming from the heart. But one of the
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          2  things I would like to say, that what James was, and

          3  still is, was encompassed in his smile, because with

          4  James his heart was in his smile, his soul was in

          5  his smile, and his mind was in his smile, and he has

          6  left that, which means he has left everything that

          7  he is, because I will always remember his smile. And

          8  I want to thank his family and his mother. I have

          9  children. I have adult children, and it would be

         10  very painful to think of a loss, so my heart really

         11  goes out to you and your family. And James will

         12  always be a part of this Council.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member Nelson.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Yes, we all

         16  sort of share a bond, especially those of us that

         17  were here when the shots rang out. We respect you as

         18  a body, we admire you. I can still see James face

         19  sometimes going from that of a fighting face to a

         20  smiling face in a moment as he made his mark, it was

         21  effective, and worked it out. He did. He was very

         22  good at that. He was respected by us, is a friend,

         23  usually lots of fun. A charming individual and you

         24  do honor to your son as he did honor to you, and we

         25  as a body do honor you. Thank you very much, for
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          2  James and yourself.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Oddo.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you.

          6                 I had be asked to be given the

          7  opportunity to speak close to the end because I

          8  wanted to hear what my colleagues had to say, and as

          9  I expected, each of you has made me proud with your

         10  comments.

         11                 Yesterday Mayor Bloomberg had a

         12  barbecue for the City Council and the Citywide

         13  elected officials and many of us attended and

         14  yesterday was my mom's birthday, I thought it would

         15  be a unique gift to bring her up to City Hall and to

         16  bring her up to that barbecue. And I brought her up

         17  to City Hall and I introduced her to Margarita Lopez

         18  and then we went to the barbecue and I introduced

         19  her to the Mayor, to our great Public Advocate, a

         20  few of the borough presidents and many of the staff

         21  and many of my colleagues, and she had a great time

         22  and you folks were really wonderful to her.

         23                 As we were driving home, she shared

         24  with me a few observations. She thought the

         25  Speaker's eyes were "dreamy," she thought Simcha
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          2  Felder was "hilarious," and she thought that Chris

          3  Quinn was "cuter in person than on TV." And a few

          4  minutes later, as we were driving down the FDR, she

          5  put her hand on my right hand and said, "James, you

          6  work with some wonderful people." And I think it's

          7  consistent with the legacy of James Davis and this

          8  horrible anniversary for me to say publicly what my

          9  mom said privately, I do, I am very fortunate

         10  because I do work with so many wonderful people.

         11                 That's not to say that you don't

         12  frustrate me with your politics and your

         13  perspective, and that's not to say at times you

         14  don't want to make me pull out the six remaining

         15  hairs on my head, but if you think back over the

         16  last year since we've lost James, and you think

         17  about how vehemently we've disagreed on certain

         18  things, and you think back that we kept that civil

         19  tone, and we never crossed the line in this past

         20  year, I think James would be proud of that.

         21                 I'm proud to have known him for a

         22  short while, and I'm very proud and very grateful to

         23  know and work with all of you.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member James.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Thank you.

          3                 As most of you know, Councilman James

          4  E. Davis and I were rivals, but I discovered after

          5  much reflection after his death that we had more in

          6  common than not. Love of our faith, love of our

          7  family, and love of our friends. And my faith

          8  teaches me that death has no sting. That an

          9  assassin's bullet will not stop the heartbeat of a

         10  movement to stop the violence, that an assassin's

         11  bullet will not end his dream, and/or his legacy,

         12  which lives on.

         13                 Yesterday we planted an oak tree, a

         14  tree of life, and the vine represents Councilman

         15  James E. Davis, and the branches represent all of us

         16  - rooted together, one human family, one community.

         17                 James lives on. He will live on in

         18  the fertile soil, in the flowers that bloom, in the

         19  rays of sun that beam, and in the cover of the shade

         20  that it will provide. Let the children gather under

         21  this tree, to gain knowledge. Jeffrey, let us gather

         22  under this tree together and talk about how to build

         23  affordable housing in our community. Let us gather

         24  under this tree and speak of peace and brotherhood.

         25  Let us gather under this tree with its arms
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          2  outstretched to the heavens, and speak to James.

          3                 Yes, James lives on, and he will live

          4  on in the hearts and minds of each and every one of

          5  us in this body today, and may the power and the

          6  majesty and the glory of God and the everlasting

          7  memory of James live on and on.

          8                 Thank you.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Mr. Speaker.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: I want to thank my

         11  colleagues for their words and for their spirit. I

         12  want to say that I hope, Jimmy, that you got your

         13  mother something other than taking her to a free

         14  barbecue for her birthday, and I want to ask all of

         15  you to join with me by rising and serving a moment

         16  of silence in memory of our friend and colleague

         17  James Davis.

         18                 (Moment of Silence observed.)

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         20                 Thank you, Mrs. Davis. Thank you,

         21  Jeffrey, for being here with us.

         22                 My colleagues, I just also want to

         23  take a moment, and I know you'll want to join me as

         24  well, that on this one-year anniversary of the

         25  terrible death of James Davis, it's also appropriate
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          2  for us to remember that we averted greater tragedy

          3  due to the heroism of one particular man, who with

          4  his quick actions and with his extraordinary ability

          5  helped make sure that there wasn't further violence

          6  in this Chamber, and I want to take this opportunity

          7  to recognize him and thank Richie Burke for his work

          8  as well. America's cop. America's cop.

          9                 I also want to note that we've been

         10  joined by Leroy's mother, Mrs. Comrie, who is here.

         11  Thank you for being here, Mrs. Comrie. And thank you

         12  for your son.

         13                 And I want to just finally say that

         14  today is a bittersweet stated meeting for me

         15  personally in more than one way, and one important

         16  way is this is the final Stated Meeting that we'll

         17  have someone who's worked for me for many, many

         18  years. I think it's been. It seems a lot longer to

         19  him, I imagine, than it actually was. Where did he

         20  go, is Omi still here? Where is Omi? Omi Littman.

         21  Omi Littman is leaving the staff of the City

         22  Council, which is a terrible blow to me and to all

         23  of us, and Omi, thank you for all your work. And Omi

         24  is off to Hofstra Law School, and we hope that some

         25  day he'll be back working and we'll get to say
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          2  Littman welcome back.

          3                 Omi will be entertaining the crowd at

          4  6:00 in the lush lounge, all of you watching at

          5  home, please feel free to join us there, and that I

          6  think at this point we would ask that the rules be

          7  unsuspended and go back into effect.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Adoption of

          9  the minutes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Messages and

         12  Papers from the Mayor.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 192, 193,

         14  194.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Rules, Privileges and

         16  Elections.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         18  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 195.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Rules, Privileges and

         21  Elections.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

         23  and Communications.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use
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          2  Call-Ups.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 196, 197,

          4  198, 199 and M 200.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on a call-up

          6  vote.

          7                 At this point I'd ask the clerk to

          8  call the roll on all items coupled on the Land Use

          9  Call-Up vote.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Madam Public
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          2  Advocate, I'd like your permission to vote on all

          3  items on today's agenda. I'd like to take my mother

          4  to lunch, especially since now that Jimmy Oddo told

          5  her she missed a free barbecue at Gracie Mansion

          6  because I went to the Prince concert last night. I

          7  got to be honest in here. So, I've got to take my

          8  mother to a nice lunch. I'd like to vote aye on all

          9  coupled general orders.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Madam

         21  Public Advocate, I'm going to be voting aye on all

         22  coupled general orders, with your approval and

         23  unanimous consent of my colleagues, and aye on all

         24  Land Use Call-Ups.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Thank you.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aue.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Public

          9  Advocate, I vote aye on all Land Use Call-Ups and

         10  with unanimous consent of my colleagues, I need at

         11  this time to vote aye on all general coupled orders

         12  and all resolutions, all items on today's agenda.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Madam Public

         13  Advocate, I want to vote aye on all and all item on

         14  the general calendar.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         20  all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Madam Public

         11  Advocate, I seek permission to vote aye on Land Use

         12  and all coupled general orders?

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Madam Public

          3  Advocate, I would like to ask unanimous consent to

          4  vote on all General Orders and Land Use Call-Ups.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Thank you.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker, Council

         24  Member Miller.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Aye.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Councilwoman

          3  Quinn.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Thank you. Aye.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Today's Land

          6  Use Call-Ups were adopted by a vote of 45 in the

          7  affirmative and zero in the negative.

          8                 Communication from the Speaker.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: I'm going to pass.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         11  of General Orders.

         12                 Council Member Weprin.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: I have a

         14  communication.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: You have a

         16  communication?

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Yes, I do.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Let's go

         19  backwards. Communication from the Speaker.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: I have a

         21  communication because there's another employee who

         22  is leaving after many years of service to the City

         23  Council as well, and I think this is going to be his

         24  last meeting, and that is Fred will not be at the

         25  next Stated Council Meeting. And so I want to take
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          2  an opportunity also to thank Fred Baldassaro for all

          3  of his work on behalf of the City Council.

          4                 I know many of you know him as Bunny,

          5  but Fred has made us all look good for many years,

          6  and is absolutely tireless in his work and we're

          7  going to miss him desperately, but we wish him well

          8  as he heads back to Boston where his evil Red Sox

          9  will try again, once again, to defeat the

         10  Roadrunner, as it were.

         11                 Fred, thank you for all your work.

         12  Thank you.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member Weprin.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you,

         16  Madam Public Advocate.

         17                 Two Land Use items on the General

         18  Order Calendar affect my district today. They're

         19  both great victories from my constituents. LU 181

         20  and Reso 494 involves the downzoning of a 22 block

         21  section of Bellerose, Queens. This area has seen a

         22  tremendous growth of unsightly multi-family

         23  dwellings out of character with the community.

         24                 This downzoning would change R3-2

         25  areas into R2 and R3-A zones, thus eliminating new
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          2  over-developed plots.

          3                 Community Board 13 and the local

          4  civic association in the area strongly support this

          5  ULURP application.

          6                 I see Jimmy Odd is listening very

          7  carefully because I know he's been a strong advocate

          8  for these downzonings throughout the City.

          9                 I also want to thank the Land Use

         10  Division, the Director of the City Planning Queens

         11  Office, John Young, for working so diligently with

         12  my staff into making this a reality.

         13                 The second item is LU 212 and Reso

         14  507, which is a compromised rezoning in the Royal

         15  Ranch Community in Eastern Queens. Thirteen homes

         16  are currently zoned R3-2. These homes are out of

         17  conformity with the rest of the community.

         18                 Originally the Royal Ranch

         19  Association and Community Board 13 were seeking that

         20  these homes be downzoned to the more common R2 that

         21  the rest of the community enjoys.

         22                 However, through thoughtful

         23  negotiations between the homeowners, the

         24  association, the community board and City Planning,

         25  it was agreed that these homes would instead be
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          2  rezoned and designated as R3-X.

          3                 This will allow owners of these plots

          4  to build up to a single two-family home, thus

          5  curtailing the spread of larger, multi-family

          6  dwellings that have sprung up throughout the

          7  neighborhood.

          8                 Again, my deepest appreciation to all

          9  those involved who truly turned this into a win/win

         10  situation.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         13  Member Gennaro.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

         15  Madam Public Advocate.

         16                 I rise to speak about an item on

         17  today's general order calendar, Intro. 81-A. That

         18  was put forward by John Liu. It's a ban on certain

         19  types of audible car alarms. I'd like to thank John

         20  for his leadership, thank the Speaker for his

         21  leadership.

         22                 What this does, in case your

         23  wondering what the bill actually does do, it's kind

         24  of a counterpart measure to something that the

         25  Council did back in 1993, Local Law 110 of '93, it
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          2  banned certain type of car alarms in New York City

          3  and made it illegal to own and use them.

          4                 What this bill does is makes the same

          5  categories of car alarms illegal to sell and to

          6  install.

          7                 So, it's really just kind of the

          8  natural follow-up to something that this Council did

          9  back in 1993 that made a lot of good sense. This

         10  bill started out as a ban on all after market car

         11  alarms, it has been modified to make it more

         12  reasonable, more acceptable, certainly something

         13  worthy of everyone's support, and hopefully everyone

         14  will get a much better night's sleep, and once again

         15  I thank John Liu, Speaker Miller, and everyone who

         16  worked so hard.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         19  nobody else, Report of Special Committees.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         21  Committee on Civil Service and Labor.

         22                 Intro. 313-A.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

         24  over.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the
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          2  Committee on Environmental Protection.

          3                 Intro. 81-A.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

          5  on the General Order Calendar.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          7  Committee on Finance.

          8                 Preconsidered Intro. 402.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         10  General Order Calendar, with a message of necessity.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         12  Intro. 412.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         14  General Order Calendar, with a message of necessity.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         16  LU 203 and companion Reso 481.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

         18  Order Calendar.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         20  LU 204 and companion Reso 482.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         22  General Order Calendar.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         24  LU 205 and companion Reso 483.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the
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          2  General Order Calendar.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          4  Committee on Land Use.

          5                 LU 91 and companion Reso 484.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed

          7  pursuant to a letter of withdrawal.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 100 and

          9  companion Reso 485.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         11  General Order Calendar.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 102 and

         13  companion Reso 486.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 105 and

         16  companion Reso 487.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 106 and

         19  companion Reso 488.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 107 and

         22  companion Reso 489.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 116 and

         25  companion Reso 490.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed,

          3  pursuant to a letter of withdrawal.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 129 and

          5  companion Reso 491.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

          7  Order Calendar.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 136 and

          9  companion Reso 492.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 139 and

         12  companion Reso 493.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 181 and

         15  companion Reso 494.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 183 and

         18  companion Reso 495.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 185 and

         21  companion Reso 496.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Modified and coupled

         23  on the General Order Calendar.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 198 and

         25  companion Reso 497.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          3  General Order Calendar.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 199 and

          5  companion Reso 498.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Motion to disapprove.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 201 and

          8  companion Reso 499.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed,

         10  pursuant to a letter of withdrawal.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 202 and

         12  companion Reso 500.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         14  General Order Calendar.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         16  LU 206 and companion Reso 501.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         19  LU 207 and companion Reso 502.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         22  LU 208 and companion Reso 503.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         25  LU 209 and companion Reso 504.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          4  LU 20 and companion Reso 505.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          7  LU 211 and companion Reso 506.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         10  LU 212 and companion Reso 507.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         13  Order Calendar.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 127-A.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution

         17  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Coupled on

         19  the General Order Calendar.

         20                 At this point I would ask the clerk

         21  to call the roll on all items coupled on the General

         22  Order Calendar.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: I vote aye on

          3  all items, except Intro. 81-A, which I vote no.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: I'm going to

         18  pass.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

                                                            86

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          4                 (No response.)

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          8                 (No response.)

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Permission to

         23  also vote on the Land Use, Madam Chair?

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes on all. And
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          2  yes on the Land Use items. Thank you.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

          7  all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all,

         12  except for Intro. 81-A, which I vote no.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye on all.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Today's

          6  General Order Calendar was adopted by a vote of 46

          7  in the affirmative, zero in the negative, zero

          8  abstentions, with the exception of Intro. 81-A,

          9  which is adopted by a vote of 44 in the affirmative,

         10  two in the negative and zero abstentions.

         11                 The revised Land Use Call-Up vote is

         12  46 in the affirmative, zero in the negative.

         13                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: All bills are

         15  referred to the committees indicated on the

         16  schedule.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         18  of resolutions.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: None.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Resolutions.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         24  Discussion.

         25                 Councilman Barron.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

          3  Madam Chair.

          4                 I just wanted to encourage my

          5  colleagues to support Intro. 404. It's a local law

          6  to amend the administrative code of the City of New

          7  York to require City agencies to develop and

          8  implement policies that ensure equal protection of

          9  the public health and environmental justice and

         10  economic development in under-developed communities.

         11                 Too often in communities of color we

         12  get the waste transfer station, we get the

         13  brownfields, we get the sewage plant, the bus depots

         14  that pollute our environment, and we want a tougher

         15  law to protect those communities from environmental

         16  racism decisions to put air pollutants in our

         17  community based upon the color of the community or

         18  the economic underdevelopment of the community.

         19                 So, I want to encourage my colleagues

         20  to support Intro. 404 to protect our communities

         21  from environmental injustice and to promote

         22  environmental justice.

         23                 Thank you very much, Madam Chair.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member Lopez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Thank you,

          3  Madam Chair.

          4                 I just want to call the attention of

          5  my colleagues to Reso 472 that have been introduced

          6  today. I was not able to collect the sponsorship of

          7  many of you for this bill that I know that you will

          8  support, it is in regard to the death penalty and

          9  the recent ruling of the New York Court of Appeal

         10  where they found that the death penalty sentencing

         11  procedures are unconstitutional and are unacceptable

         12  to be implemented.

         13                 I'm calling on this resolution upon

         14  the Governor, the State Assembly and the Senate not

         15  to put back this horrible law in place.

         16                 The only thing that the death penalty

         17  imply and is about is dehumanizing our City and our

         18  State.

         19                 Please sign to that resolution, and

         20  join me in fighting back and stopping the process in

         21  bringing back the death penalty into our state.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         23  Member Felder.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you,

         25  Madam Public Advocate.
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          2                 I'd like to ask my colleagues who are

          3  still here, especially, to please join me in

          4  supporting Resolution 467. And the purpose of this

          5  resolution is to give immediate tax relief for

          6  non-profit organizations.

          7                 The Resolution calls upon the State

          8  Legislature in order to provide an exemption from

          9  property taxes to non-profits from the day they take

         10  ownership and not from a bureaucratic administrative

         11  filing date.

         12                 As it stands now, a non-for-profit

         13  organization, which is otherwise exempt from

         14  property taxes must pay between six and 18 months of

         15  taxes for no other reason than the fact that they

         16  missed a filing date, and if they are

         17  non-for-profits they should be deemed so

         18  immediately.

         19                 This is an apple pie issue. If I may

         20  say so, it's a wholly issue, as pure as any issue

         21  can get.

         22                 I invite my colleagues to join me in

         23  co-sponsoring this resolution.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council
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          2  Member Gioia and Council Member Perkins.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Would you like

          4  us to do a duet, Madam Public Advocate?

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: One of you

          6  is paying attention, the other isn't.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you very

          8  much.

          9                 I request unanimous consent to vote

         10  on all Land Use Call-Ups on all matters before the

         11  Council today. I vote yes.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         13                 Council Member Perkins.

         14                    COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Request

         15  permission to vote on all General Orders and Land

         16  Use Call-Up calendar. I vote aye on all.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Today's

         20  General Order Calendar was adopted by a vote of 48

         21  in the affirmative, zero in the negative, with the

         22  exception of Intro. 81-A, which was adopted by a

         23  vote of 46 in the affirmative, two in the negative

         24  and zero abstentions.

         25                 And the revised Land Use Call-Up vote
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          2  is 48 in the affirmative, zero in the negative.

          3                 Council Member Vann.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes. Thank you,

          5  Madam Chair.

          6                 I think all of our members are aware

          7  of the peril that has been created by the imitation

          8  and toy guns in our City, and we've had press

          9  conferences and discussions on this floor.

         10                 However, we really ought to ban the

         11  sale of toy guns, but we can't do that because we

         12  are preempted by Congress. So, I ask all our members

         13  to support Resolution 477, which calls upon the

         14  Congress to amend the 1998 federal toy gun law to

         15  allow New York City and other municipalities to ban

         16  the sale of toy guns.

         17                 Until that occurs, however, I want

         18  you to support Intro. 409. Both of these

         19  legislations by myself and Council Member Weprin.

         20                 This is a local law that actually

         21  will increase the penalties, several penalties, for

         22  the selling, possessing or using toy guns or

         23  imitation firearms, obviously if you're 18 years or

         24  older.

         25                 So, please sponsor and support Intro.
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          2  409 and Reso 477.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

          5  nobody else, meeting is adjourned.

          6                 (Hearing concluded at 3:15 p.m.)
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          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 21st day of July 2004.

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

                                   ---------------------

         25                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.
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         12  true and accurate copy of the transcription of the

         13  audio tapes of this hearing.
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