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          1  COMMITTEE ON LAND USE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: I want to thank

          3  everyone for coming.  I know that there was some

          4  confusion as far as the time this morning, so I want

          5  to apologize for that.  Some us thought it was 9:30,

          6  some of us thought it was 10.  So, I thank everyone

          7  for being here, and at 10 after 10, we have a

          8  quorum.

          9                 We have a lengthy agenda, I have a

         10  few comments to make about the agenda after we read

         11  it off.

         12                 The Preconsidered N 040202 ZRY, it is

         13  a modification and referral.  This is the famous

         14  Community Facilities Zoning Resolution.  As many of

         15  know, Community Facilities has been an issue in our

         16  communities for many years.  There was a lot of work

         17  put into this to make this happen today, to modify

         18  it for the better of the community, and I will ask

         19  the Chairman of the Subcommittee to say a few words

         20  afterwards.

         21                 N 040414 ZRY, this is the Staten

         22  Island Low Density Growth Management Area rezoning.

         23                 Preconsidered 20045453 SCX, this is a

         24  site selection in Councilman's Seabrooks district

         25  for Middle High School 362, with a capacity of 1,664
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          2  kids.

          3                 L.U. Number 108, this is a UDAAP in

          4  Council Member Lopez's district, Z 040293 HAM.  It

          5  is a UDAAP known as Diversity Houses with 44 units

          6  of low- income housing, and a community facility.

          7                 L.U. Number 114 and 115 are related.

          8  It is the Long Island City Hunter's Point rezoning

          9  in Councilman Gioia's district.

         10  C 040273 ZMQ, it is to rezone for mixed use area,

         11  and N 04020272 ZRQ, Councilman's Lanza's district,

         12  L.U. Number 182, tied to Charleston, this is a

         13  rezoning, C 030449 ZMR.

         14                 Also, a special permit and a

         15  waterfront access pursuant to that rezoning, L.U.

         16  Number 228, C 030450 ZSR, N 030453 ZAR.

         17                 The next four items are Ladies' Mile,

         18  L.U. Number 219 through 222, they are all in Council

         19  Member Quinn's district. It is a zoning map change.

         20  The text amendment pursuant to the zoning map

         21  change, the special permit within the Ladies' Mile

         22  district, there is two with special permits pursuant

         23  to the map change in the Ladies' Mile district.

         24                 L.U. Number 226 and L.U. Number 227

         25  are related. They both deal, they are not related,
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          2  sorry.  L.U. Number 226 is an easement for Grant's

          3  Tomb by the United States Parks Service. Because of

          4  this easement, we will be receiving $1.5 million

          5  from the feds in order to make Grant's Tomb a better

          6  place, in order to keep it in the City of New York

          7  as well.

          8                 L.U. Number 227 is in Councilman

          9  Gerson's district. It is a amendment of a zoning

         10  resolution regarding commercial development, and it

         11  is to accommodate Goldman- Sachs.

         12                      L.U. Number 229 is in Redhook.

         13  It is a UDAAP, Sara Gonzalez's district for 41 units

         14  of mixed income housing.

         15                 L.U. Number 233 is a modification and

         16  referral.  It is for a group home.  We are approving

         17  it for a 5- year term.

         18                 L.U. Number 234 is in my district,

         19  Council Member Katz' district, it is a city map

         20  change.  We are waiting right now for the City of

         21  New York to write a letter pursuant to how they plan

         22  on using this property.  I am giving them the

         23  benefit of the doubt that that letter will be

         24  forthcoming, and that they will be working with the

         25  Community Board to figure out how to utilize that
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          2  area.

          3                 The rest are UDAAP's;  L.U. Number

          4  125, L.U. Number 138, 166, 169, 172, 173, 178, 187,

          5  188, 192, 193, 194 and 195.

          6                 Before I open it up to discussion,

          7  let me thank the Sub- committees for all the hard

          8  work they did on today's agenda.

          9                 As you know, since the meetings are

         10  once a month during the summer, there was a lot of

         11  work to be had at the Sub committees.

         12                 I especially want to thank Chair of

         13  the Sub committee, Tony Avella, for the Community

         14  Facilities law, and working with the Administration

         15  so closely on an item that we all cared about for

         16  many years, even before we got to the New York City

         17  Council.  And, because of the quick work of this

         18  Council and the City Planning Commission, we

         19  actually have a bill to consider.

         20                 I want to note for the record that

         21  there are some folks here that wanted to testify on

         22  the Ladies' Mile, they are in opposition to the

         23  application.

         24                 The Sub- committee obviously held

         25  their hearings in July, and today is the Full Land
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          2  Use Committee and there is no testimony.

          3                 I want to open it up for discussion.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  May I have--

          5                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ:  Yes, you need to

          6  vote.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  May I have

          8  permission to vote on the agenda with the leave of

          9  my colleagues?

         10                 I would like to vote aye on all the

         11  items on today's agenda.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ:  Thank you very

         13  much, so noted.

         14                 Council Member Quinn?  Council Member

         15  Avella?

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA:  Thank you

         17  Madam Chair.

         18                 I just wanted to make a couple of

         19  quick comments, and first of all thank the Chair in

         20  this Committee for the support of the Community

         21  Facilities amendment that we are going to be voting

         22  on today.

         23                 For many of us, as the Chair

         24  mentioned, this has been a long- standing issue of

         25  way before we were ever elected, and every time
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          2  reform has been attempted in the past, it has failed

          3  miserably.

          4                 In fact, a number of political

          5  consultants said to me when I took up this issue

          6  that I was stepping on the political third rail for

          7  even attempting to deal with this issue.  And, I

          8  think, it shows something wonderful for the City

          9  Council, that the City Council, the Administration,

         10  and the Department of City Planning we able to

         11  accomplish this and work together, and the first

         12  time having a joint application to make these

         13  amendments. And these amendments will improve the

         14  quality of life in residential communities

         15  throughout the entire City.

         16                 It is a first step, albeit a huge

         17  first step, and we are committed to doing more work

         18  in the future in terms of Community Facilities to

         19  improve the quality of life in residential

         20  communities that are not directly affected by these

         21  amendments today.  But, it is a significant,

         22  historic step, and again, I would like to thank the

         23  Chair, the Speaker, and this Committee and of

         24  course, my colleagues on the Sub- committee, and

         25  also the Land Use staff, again this is something
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          2  that had been attempted before and always failed.

          3  It really is an accomplishment for the City Council

          4  that we are here doing this today.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ:  Councilman

          7  Perkins.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  Thank you

          9  very much, Madam Chair.

         10                 I want to ask permission to vote,

         11  with your permission and the permission of my

         12  colleagues because I have to leave.  But I did want

         13  to, prior to my vote, to just make sure comments

         14  with regard to L.U. Number 226, regarding the

         15  easement within Riverside Park related to Grant's

         16  Tomb.

         17                 First, I want to take a moment to

         18  thank the chair, Martinez of Dispositions Committee

         19  for the support that he gave me and the community in

         20  negotiating, navigating this particular matter.

         21                 In that regard, I especially want to

         22  thank the staff, the Land Use staff for being so

         23  informative and available in addressing this matter

         24  and setting up several important meetings, including

         25  a tour that enabled me and the community to become
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          2  very familiar with the project, and to reconcile

          3  some of our differences.

          4                 This is a great victory for not just

          5  the community that I represent, but for the City as

          6  well because Grant's Tomb is a historic monument.

          7  The pavilion that we are restoring with this grant

          8  will expand the ability of the people of the City,

          9  as well as people throughout the country, and

         10  actually throughout the world to enjoy the monument.

         11

         12                 The significant differences that were

         13  presented by the community were able to be resolved,

         14  particularly as it relates to the access for the

         15  disabled and as it relates to the integrity of the

         16  architecture that had to be preserved in order for

         17  there to be a true appreciation of the pavilion.

         18                 And, the fact that the National Park

         19  Service was able to acquire $1.4 million for this

         20  purpose is a compliment to them, considering the

         21  great competition that goes on for those scarce

         22  resources.  It is a national competition, and our

         23  City, my community in particular, were the winners.

         24                 And then, of course, I want to thank

         25  the New York City Parks Department for agreeing to
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          2  the curb cut and related sidewalk that would be

          3  necessary to complete the project, and use the funds

          4  that were available toward, make a commitment of

          5  funds available towards that end.

          6                 So, just wanted to thank everybody

          7  for their support and recognize that this is a

          8  great, great accomplishment for all of us.

          9                 In that respect I want to vote aye on

         10  all.

         11                 Thank you very much.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ:  Council Member

         13  Quinn.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN:  Thank you very

         15  much, Madam Chair.

         16                 I just wanted to speak for a moment

         17  on the items relating to the Ladies Model rezoning

         18  that are before the Committee today.

         19                 What this rezoning will do, in

         20  effect, is allow some of the vacant lots which are

         21  mostly parking lots in this area, to be developed

         22  for residential uses.

         23                 I am in support of this rezoning with

         24  some changes that were made to it by City Planning

         25  at my and other folks request.
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          2                 I want to say, there is some

          3  opposition from some members of the community about

          4  this proposal.  Some of them are here today, as the

          5  Chair mentioned, and some testified at the Sub

          6  committee hearing.  The sum of the concern that has

          7  been raised in the neighborhood is about the large

          8  number of clubs that presently exist in this part of

          9  my district, and a concern that this rezoning will

         10  facilitate, that is will either facilitate the

         11  creation of more clubs and/or that is does not go

         12  far enough to address the present problems existing

         13  with the clubs.

         14                 I do not, although I understand that

         15  fear very much, given the problems that have existed

         16  in this part of my district, I do not think that

         17  this rezoning will make the problem worse at all.

         18                 That said, in an effort to try to

         19  address the existing problems, and to make sure that

         20  the residents fears do not come to fruition, the

         21  Administration at my request through the Criminal

         22  Justice Coordinators Office, is setting up a task

         23  force, a multi- agency task force to look at the

         24  existing problems and come up with a set of changes

         25  either in policies or service delivery level to this
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          2  part of the district to try to address the

          3  problematic clubs, or the other problems that come

          4  out of clubs noise, litter, et cetera.

          5                 I think that is going to go a long

          6  way to addressing the existing problems.  Some think

          7  we have had task forces before, and this one will

          8  not make a difference.  It is true, we have had task

          9  forces, most of those, all of those actually have

         10  been done out of elected officials offices, as

         11  opposed to out of the Mayor's office, and I think

         12  that will make a very, very significant district.

         13  The Ladies' Mile is, of course, a very, very

         14  important Landmark District in the City, and there

         15  were folks, and myself included, who had concerns

         16  that this rezoning might in some way erode the

         17  important Landmark District.

         18                 We received a letter on July 20th,

         19  from the Landmarks Preservation Commission,

         20  addressing questions that were raised about the

         21  Historic District.  Also addressing some concerns

         22  that were raised, there were folks who thought that

         23  this rezoning would allow for towers in the

         24  neighborhood.  But what is happening in the

         25  rezoning, coupled with the existing Landmarks
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          2  protections creates a situation, according to this

          3  letter, where towers will not be allowed, and not be

          4  a result of this rezoning.

          5                 Lastly, two last things.  When the

          6  proposal was originally put forward, it removed the

          7  requirement to go basically for a special permit,

          8  not a special permit, but to go through an

          9  additional process, I guess a special permit is the

         10  way we talked about it, to get a club in the area,

         11  basically was going to make them`as of right'.  So,

         12  City Planning withdrew that and put it back in, so

         13  that protection remains.

         14                 Had it basically become de facto`as

         15  of right', I would not have been able to support

         16  this proposal at all.  The present procedure,

         17  although not at times always, does not always result

         18  in what we want, was not taken out.  I think that

         19  would have been absolutely, no question about it,

         20  unfair for the neighborhood.            So, all of

         21  these things coming together, I think this is an

         22  appropriate action to take for the neighborhood.  I

         23  think we have built in safe guards, and also have

         24  gotten some important commitments from the

         25  Administration to address existing problems which
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          2  would have occurred whether or not this zoning was

          3  voted on today.

          4                 I voted for the zoning in the Sub-

          5  committee, and will vote for it today, and I hope my

          6  colleagues will do the same.

          7                 And I just want to submit this letter

          8  from Landmarks for the record, please.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ:  I want to also

         10  say, for the record Council Member Quinn, that you

         11  have made your communities thoughts very well known

         12  to this Committee, and I want to thank you for that.

         13                 The other controversial rezoning on

         14  the agenda today is Hunters Point.  I just want to

         15  note for the record that the Community Board there,

         16  as well, voted in favor of the rezoning at Hunters

         17  Point.  And so, it is nice to see when everybody is

         18  on the same page.

         19                 Any other comments?

         20                 Please call the roll.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ:  Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Nelson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON:  Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Quinn.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN:  Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Rivera.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Avella.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA:  Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Barron.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON:  Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Comrie.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE:  Madam Chair,

         11  we are not voting on Preconsidered N 0402020Y today?

         12    We are?  I do not see anything on it.  There is

         13  nothing in the text.  It is in the agenda but there

         14  is nothing here, for the Community Facilities.  So,

         15  we were informed that we were not voting on it

         16  today.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ:  Community

         18  Facilities has been on the agenda today for as long

         19  as I remember.  There was a full hearing at the Sub-

         20  committee yesterday, in which it passed unanimously,

         21  and now it is recommended for approval today.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE:  I am going to

         23  abstain.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ:  Okay, how do you

         25  vote on everything else?
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE:  I vote aye on

          3  everything else.

          4                 It is not in the book, I mean I just

          5  wanted to see what the final text was, and there

          6  were some concerns that I had regarding houses of

          7  worship and also large stores.  And, without getting

          8  a chance to look at it, I do not want to vote

          9  blindly.  I am sorry.

         10                 I appreciate all of the work that has

         11  been done on it, you know, I appreciate the fact

         12  that he sub- committee voted on it but it is not in

         13  the book, so I have some unreadiness.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ:  Please go on.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Gioia.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA:  Madam Chair,

         17  may I have a moment to explain my vote?

         18                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ:  Please.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA:  Thank you, I

         20  am sorry to take up everyone's time.  I know we have

         21  been here already for a while.

         22                 I want to thank Chair Avella and

         23  Chair Katz, and the entire Land Use staff, as well

         24  as City Planning and the advocates from my community

         25  who worked very hard on Hunters Point rezoning. We
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          2  talked about it at length yesterday, that I think

          3  there is a lot of competing interest and different

          4  ideas about the best way to rezone Long Island City,

          5  and what it means for the rest of this City.  But I

          6  think we came up with a good compromise.

          7                 I was particularly pleased with City

          8  Planning's commitment to reexamine the Vernon

          9  Boulevard corridor and the mid block region, in

         10  between Fifth Street and Vernon Boulevard, I think

         11  that will meet the needs of my constituents, and I

         12  am looking forward over the next coming years, and

         13  coming decade to really see Long Island City grow

         14  into what it can be, which is just the greatest

         15  piece of property left in this great City.

         16                 So, I thank you and I with that, I

         17  vote yes on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Martinez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ:  Aye one

         20  all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK:  McMahon.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCMAHON:  Madam

         23  Chairwoman, I very, very proudly vote aye on all.

         24                 We did some incredible work yesterday

         25  and all the Committee's did some incredible work,
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          2  and there is some great pieces of legislation here

          3  for the City of New York, and I vote proudly on all,

          4  and I would just ask that my name be added as a

          5  sponsor, is that possible, to the growth management

          6  task force down zoning legislation.

          7                 Thank you very much.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ:  It will be done.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Sanders.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS:  Aye on all,

         11  abstaining on N 040202 ZRY.  I do not mind voting on

         12  it again when it is here.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ:  Go on.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Vann.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN:  Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Gentile.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE:  Madam Chair,

         18  if I could explain my vote.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ:  Please.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE:  Community

         21  Facilities has been a scourge in my neighborhood, as

         22  I am sure in others throughout our City.

         23                 The developers in my neighborhood

         24  have used the Community Facilities loophole to

         25  create monstrous, monstrous facilities in mid- block
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          2  in my neighborhood, and by putting a small medical

          3  clinic on the first floor, and it has changed the

          4  character of my community and my district.

          5                 I am sure that through the good work

          6  of Chairman Avella and the Committee, that many of

          7  those issues have been covered.  Unfortunately, I

          8  have not seen the final version of it, and I will

          9  defer a vote and abstain on that issue now, and look

         10  forward to seeing it before Thursday.

         11                 So, I vote aye on all, but for that

         12  issue, and abstain on the Community Facilities.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Palma.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA:  I vote aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Oddo.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO:  My I be

         17  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         18                 I would vote yes on all, and I just

         19  want to say kudos to Chairman Avella and the Land

         20  Use staff.

         21                 I actually witnessed one of those

         22  failed attempts, numerous attempts in the mid- 90's

         23  to late 90's in this Council, and to see it all come

         24  together is, it is a great thing to see and much

         25  credit to the Sub- committee chairman and chairwoman
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          2  of Land Use and all the staff.

          3                 I just would like to say to my

          4  colleagues, back during the budget process, 24 or so

          5  council members from the outerboroughs voted, signed

          6  onto a letter to get City Planning more money to

          7  address the overdevelopment issue, and the growth

          8  management task force that we passed is, right now

          9  is focused on Staten Island but it is a template for

         10  relief for your communities.

         11                 So, whether it was James Sanders in

         12  the Rockaways, or Vinnie Gentile in Bayridge, or my

         13  friends in northern Queens, the work that we did on

         14  the growth management task force is helping Staten

         15  Island today but it is going to help your

         16  communities tomorrow, and I would strongly encourage

         17  you to work with the Administration to get that

         18  relief sooner than later.

         19                 And lastly, I would just ask Council

         20  Member Felder, who is buried in Grant's Tomb?

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER:  Under advise

         22  from counsel, I refuse to answer that question.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Felder.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER:  Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK:  By a vote of 17 in
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          2  the affirmative, zero in the negative, no

          3  abstentions, all items are adopted, with the

          4  exception of Preconsidered N 040202 ZRY, which is

          5  adopted by a vote of 14 in the affirmative, zero in

          6  the negative, and three abstentions.  All items are

          7  adopted.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ:  Before everyone

          9  goes, if I can just make a very simple, I think,

         10  announcement and that is that this is the full

         11  hearing and meeting of the Land Use Committee.

         12                 As many of you know, the Sub-

         13  committees worked diligently, tirelessly, and for

         14  months on end to make sure that when legislation

         15  reaches the point of this Committee here today, it

         16  is usually agreed upon, it is read by most folks,

         17  and there really is not that many controversial

         18  issues that are left when it reaches today.

         19                 The Sub- committee chairs and also

         20  the people who actually sponsor the bills, which for

         21  Land Use, quite often, is one of us, worked

         22  diligently and tirelessly to make sure that this

         23  happens.

         24                 I understand that there was a

         25  technicality today in not having the bills but this
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          2  is a 40 to 50 page bill.  The hearing, it is a 150

          3  page bill.  Chances are very good even if it were in

          4  the booklet today, we would have not be able to read

          5  the entire document.  Most of us really have been

          6  following a lot of these issues for many, many

          7  months.  So, I do understand that we want the bills

          8  in front of us.

          9                 But also, please, I welcome and urge

         10  every single member of this Committee to come to the

         11  Sub- committee meetings, to look it up on their

         12  schedule, send staff.  If you cannot make it, send a

         13  staff member to come and listen to the hearing so

         14  that you fully, when the Land Use Committee meets,

         15  there is a full understanding of everything that is

         16  in front of us, if it is a concern.

         17                 So, I do thank everyone here because

         18  it is 10:30. We had a mix up on the times, and we

         19  are almost done, and that is a terrific thing.

         20                 Council Member Sanders.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS:  A quick

         22  request, Madam Chair, if you left the vote open

         23  until a reasonable time, two hours or something of

         24  that nature?

         25                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ:  We will leave it
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          2  open for 15 minutes.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS:  Okay, all

          4  right.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ:  Most people are

          6  here, and I think that if we, just so you guys all

          7  know, for Land Use especially because our vote

          8  really decides or does not decide when something

          9  goes forward.

         10                 A lot of folks have asked me about

         11  leaving the vote open.  Every time we leave a vote

         12  open, staff actually has to sit here and wait for

         13  folks to come in.  I just want you to understand

         14  that, so you do not think it is just sort of

         15  saying`no', but that is really the reason for that.

         16                 I also want to acknowledge Leroy

         17  Comrie's birthday is today, Mr. Comrie, Happy

         18  Birthday to You, I am not going to do the Marilyn

         19  Monroe.

         20                 Thank you.

         21                 The next meeting of the Sub-

         22  committee's, day after Labor Day.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE:  Madam Chair,

         24  since you said it is my birthday, I will not be a

         25  nudge but I think we need to have a discussion on

                                                            25

          1  COMMITTEE ON LAND USE

          2  procedure later.

          3                 I will admit that I was not aware

          4  that the Sub committee was yesterday on the

          5  Community Facilities because I would have been

          6  there, or had a staff person there.

          7                 If there are some issues that were

          8  pertaining to my community that I should have

          9  ensured that someone was there but I think there is

         10  some procedural issues we need to talk about off

         11  mic.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ:  I urge, and I am

         14  not kidding, not just this issue, I urge the

         15  committee members, please come to the Sub- committee

         16  meetings.  It actually makes them very interesting.

         17  It gets an outside perspective in people that are

         18  doing it every single month, and the Chairman of the

         19  Sub- committee would like to say a word.

         20                 Councilman Avella, we were out of

         21  here.  We were this close.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA:  I think it is

         23  very important, since this issue has come up, that I

         24  know I do, and I know my other Sub- committee

         25  chairs, and the chair of the Land Use Committee are
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          2  always accessible to anybody that has an issue on

          3  any item that is coming before us, and no council

          4  member should feel they have to wait for the public

          5  hearing.

          6                 Please reach out to us well in

          7  advance so that we can understand the concerns, and

          8  address them.

          9                 We do this on every single issue.

         10  Community Facilities has been discussed for the past

         11  two years.  I think it is very clear as to what the

         12  issues were but if you have an issue, please do not

         13  wait for the public hearing, please reach out to my

         14  office, the chairs office, or the respective Sub-

         15  committee chair. Because we rely on your to be the

         16  eyes and ears in the other districts, and we

         17  certainly want to hear from you.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER:  Thank you for

         19  acknowledging me.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ:  Councilman Felder.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER:  I think,

         22  first of all, I think the members of this Committee

         23  would like to know how old Leroy Comrie is?

         24                 That is one, and two, I think we

         25  should all pitch in to get him something today.  You
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          2  know not much, like a quarter apiece or something

          3  like that.  Whatever, if the Chairwoman of the

          4  Committee could suggest some amount that is under

          5  $50.00, that we could pitch in for the birthday boy.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE:  That is quite

          7  all right. That is quite all right Simcha, I would

          8  not accept any gifts from my colleagues that would

          9  not include a trip to Hawaii so, you can forget

         10  about it.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ:  Any other

         12  comments?

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE:  I just want

         14  to be clear, I am not blaming the chairs or the

         15  Committee, I am primarily focusing on myself for

         16  not--.

         17                 I was here yesterday for Landmarks,

         18  if I was aware that this Community Facilities was on

         19  the agenda, I would have come up.  But since today

         20  was my birthday, I have kind of forgotten about

         21  everything for the last couple of days.

         22                 So, I will make sure that, and I am

         23  not blaming, I know that the Community Facilities

         24  issues has been a long- term issue but there are one

         25  or two items that we could do to just make it
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          2  clearer to members when major issues are coming up,

          3  so that no one is blindsided when they come to the

          4  full Committee.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ:  Okay.  Any other

          6  comments?

          7                 All right, we will leave the roll

          8  open for 15 minutes.

          9                 The meeting is adjourned.

         10                 (Meeting re- opened.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Meeting on Land Use,

         12  Council Member Sanders in regards to your vote?

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS:  I have had

         14  my question answered, I move from an abstention, and

         15  I vote yes on the particular issue.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Preconsidered N

         17  040202 ZRY, is now adopted by a vote of 15 in the

         18  affirmative, zero in the negative, and two

         19  abstentions.

         20                 (Meeting adjourned 10:50 a.m.)
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