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INT NO. 473: 
Introduced by Council Members DeBlasio, The Speaker (Council Member Miller), Katz, Boyland, Palma, Reyna, Quinn
TITLE: 
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to information furnished to and provided by agencies that make child care referrals.

On October 14, 2004 at 10 a.m., the Committee on General Welfare, chaired by 

Council Member Bill de Blasio, the Committee on Health, chaired by Council Member Christine Quinn, and the Committee on Women’s Issues, chaired by Council Member Tracy Boyland, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 473, which would amend the administrative code of the city of New York in relation to information furnished to and provided by agencies that make child care referrals.  Representatives of the Administration, advocates, child care providers and concerned members of the community are expected to testify.
Background

On August 11, 2004, a seven-month old infant died at a group family day care facility in Forest Hills, Queens, hours after a team of inspectors visited the site.  According to media reports, Matthew Perilli suffocated when two toddlers piled toys and stuffed animals on top of him as he lay in his crib.
 The Medical Examiner ruled the death a homicide.
  

The Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (“DOHMH”) is the primary city agency involved in the licensing/registration and inspection/investigation of child care providers.  DOHMH’s Bureau of Day Care (“BDC”) is responsible for the licensing/registration and inspection/investigation of child care providers in New York City.  In addition, the child care system involves families, providers and public and private referral agencies. Coordination and communication between the many public agencies involved in overseeing child care and the public is essential to ensuring children’s safety and improving the quality of care citywide.

Agencies that provide child care referrals to parents do not always have the information they need to ensure that parents can make informed decisions regarding the safety and quality care of children.  According to a report by the Citizens’ Committee for Children (“CCC”), referral agencies do not have adequate information regarding the inspection, complaint and violation histories of child care providers.
  The report on the Day Care Bureau issued on October 7, 2004 cited parents’ lack of ready access to timely, reliable information about day care facilities as an area of concern to be examined going forward.
  Int. 473 aims to ensure that public agencies like the Administration for Children’s Services (“ACS”) and the Human Resources Administration (“HRA”) that provide referrals for families that receive subsidized child care, as well as private child care resource and referral agencies, have comprehensive, accurate and up to date information to provide to parents seeking care.
  The CCC report recommends that DOHMH create an interagency child care oversight committee with child care experts, child care providers and organizations that make child care referrals.
  
Analysis

Int. No. 473 would add a new § 17-908 that would require the commissioner to ensure that child care facility reports and other information regarding licensing and registration of providers and inspections, complaints and violations of laws or regulations will be provided to referral agencies on a timely basis.  These referral agencies will then transmit this information to parents seeking child care. In this case referral agencies includes the Administration for Children’s Services, the Human Resources Administration, and private child care resource and referral agencies operating in New York City. 

Effective Date

This local law shall take effect 30 days after its enactment. 
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