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          2                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: All right, we're

          3  going to start going through the items as people

          4  come in and out.

          5                 The first item is Staten Island. It's

          6  an application in Council Member Lanza's district,

          7  to rezone an area on Richmond Avenue from a

          8  residential to commercial.

          9                 The second, LU No. 80. N040197 ZRY.

         10  It is a sidewalk application by the City Planning

         11  Commission. This basically will put sidewalks, or

         12  allow sidewalk permits in a very small level in

         13  areas that are now prohibited from having any

         14  sidewalks at all.

         15                 There is one modification on two

         16  corners at 42nd and Sixth Avenue, so it will be

         17  voted on today and referred back to the City

         18  Planning Commission in order to abide by those

         19  modifications.

         20                 It has been agreed upon by the CPC as

         21  well.

         22                 Councilman Perkins' District. 040164

         23  HAM. It is Land Use No. 89. Application by HPD.

         24  Facilitate the development of a day care center at

         25  West 153rd Street.
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          2                 LU No. 109 we will pass over at this

          3  moment.

          4                 LU No. 110.

          5                 LU No. 109, we are withholding one

          6  property from auction until April 30th, 2006, and

          7  under that proviso we are going forward with the

          8  acquisition, and that's at 434 West 109th Street.

          9                 We are, however, deleting Riverside

         10  Drive, Block 2001, Lot 2.

         11                 LU No. 110, C040128 PPK, and C040129

         12  ZSK. This is a disposition and a special permit.

         13  This was originally supposed to be a Bed, Bath and

         14  Beyond. It has since been negotiated with the

         15  Council members that work in that district, with the

         16  Speaker's Office, with the developers, and with

         17  everyone else that was involved with this project.

         18  It is now going to be a 12- to 15,000 square foot

         19  supermarket, a 92,000 administrative office for

         20  Maimonides Jewish Geriatrics, and there also is

         21  going to be another retail store, which is

         22  undetermined, which is about 20- to 30,000 square

         23  feet.

         24                 There has been accommodations made

         25  and a memorandum of understanding between the
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          2  Council Member, the Speaker's Office, and the

          3  developer on that, and that is going to be a motion

          4  to approve.

          5                 C040191 PPQ, LU No. 112. This is the

          6  Port Authority lease.

          7                 For those of you that were not able

          8  to attend the Subcommittee, this is a lease that is

          9  going to bring in 93 and a half million dollars a

         10  year for the City of New York, or eight and a half

         11  percent of the gross revenue a year, whichever is

         12  greater.

         13                 Gross revenue has been defined, and

         14  clearly defined, so there won't be any other issues,

         15  as far as capital money and whether that's going to

         16  come off the top.

         17                 There is also going to be a $700

         18  million lump sum payment to the City of New York to

         19  make up for back rent.

         20                 There is an airport advisory board

         21  that has been -- community advisory board and an

         22  airport board, two things, which has been agreed to

         23  by the City and by the Port Authority. Airport Board

         24  will consist of four people from the City being

         25  appointed, one of them always being the Borough
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          2  President of Queens, and four people from the Port

          3  Authority to be appointed.

          4                 The community advisory board will be

          5  made up of community folks in that area, the Council

          6  members that represent that area, the Transportation

          7  Chair and the Land Use Chair, whoever that may be,

          8  it is going to go forward as a recommendation to

          9  approve.

         10                 Council Member James' district.

         11  2004538 HKK. It is a technical correction made to a

         12  landmarking in Council Member James' district.

         13                 Council Member Vann's district. LU

         14  No. 117. N040220 HAK. It is an HPD application in

         15  order to facilitate development of a six-story

         16  building known as the Robert Moore Senior Housing

         17  with 59 units of housing. And it's 202.

         18                 LU No. 119, 20045413 RRK. We probably

         19  get one application like this in, I don't know, a

         20  generation. It's basically a grade change and a

         21  realignment of commercial railroad tracks. And the

         22  reason we get so few of those is we're not building

         23  a lot of railroad tracks.

         24                 LU No. 130. Council Member

         25  Monserrate's district. It is a school siting on
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          2  Roosevelt Avenue.

          3                 Latitia James' district. A

          4  landmarking. 20045384 HKK. It is the New York Eskimo

          5  Pie Corporation Building on Bridge Street.

          6                 The rest are UDAAPs. We are deleting

          7  one lot in LU No. 49, but besides that all the rest

          8  are going through.

          9                 LU No. 52. LU No. 53.

         10                 Before I ask if there's any questions

         11  -- oh, and LU No. 61, LU No. 120 and LU No. 122.

         12                 Before I go to any comments or

         13  questions to Committee members, I would like to

         14  thank Miguel Martinez, especially on that

         15  Subcommittee, was extremely controversial on many

         16  issues, including the Port Authority lease and the

         17  one in Brooklyn, and he did an outstanding job,

         18  really, at guiding the Committee members, and also

         19  guiding the issue. I want to thank him for that. And

         20  also Council Member Avella for the Staten Island

         21  issue, also had some issues we needed to deal with.

         22                 The Subcommittees did a lot of work

         23  this week, so we want to thank everyone for all

         24  their efforts, and especially the Land Use staff who

         25  has to deal with us every step of the way, and they

                                                            8

          1  COMMITTEE ON LAND USE

          2  do a very good job of it.

          3                 Open for discussion.

          4                 Council Member Nelson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you.

          6                 I want to discuss LU No. 110 and 111.

          7  This was a hard-fought decision. I felt it was a

          8  mayoral mandate to manifest destiny. This would just

          9  plough us under with parking lots. So, I was against

         10  it for that reason immediately.

         11                 However, my district is in desperate

         12  need of a supermarket. Desperate need. There has

         13  been nothing but supermarket closings in my district

         14  for the last number of years. When we were able to

         15  knock out a big box store, which would have totally

         16  -- if anybody has driven down Kings Highway, it

         17  would have really killed the area. I don't know why

         18  anybody would want to build any big box store there.

         19  If they expect to have a lot of business, I think

         20  they'd be in for a big surprise and they'd wind up a

         21  bowling alley some day. It was not the area to do

         22  that.

         23                 But getting in industry of any type,

         24  if you will, any entity, that would not be a big

         25  traffic draw, this would be excellent. A lot of

                                                            9

          1  COMMITTEE ON LAND USE

          2  carriage trade, a lot of people who work there

          3  during the day, that would go into a supermarket and

          4  some of the other stores that will be coming into

          5  this property would be perhaps much, would be a big

          6  improvement to the area. We will still have a

          7  traffic problem, we will have more parking spaces,

          8  though, in addition I believe 168, along those

          9  lines.

         10                 For my constituents I believe this

         11  will be a wonderful addition to the area.

         12                 We will be watching, though, in that

         13  right now -- I was told, for the record, there is no

         14  restrictive declaration that's under Council, and I

         15  believe that. I wanted one to ensure that we hold

         16  the developer's feet to the fire, that they will go

         17  through with what they said.

         18                 I am putting a lot of faith into the

         19  attorney of record, and a few other, an ex-colleague

         20  and to the chair, that this will be, in fact,

         21  followed, as I was promised for my constituents. And

         22  this will be, obviously, important for future

         23  negotiations as well.

         24                 And the people who I was in dialogue

         25  with, conducted themselves in a most professional
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          2  manner, I must say, and I would hope that that would

          3  mean that they would be totally honorable with this.

          4  I have no reason to believe that they will not.

          5                 Again, some of it is done with faith,

          6  and, again, myself along with the Brooklyn

          7  Delegation, and I thank many of my colleagues, not

          8  just from Brooklyn who came to me and said, Mike,

          9  we'll go with what you want, because we have faith

         10  in you, and you know your district better than

         11  anybody else, and who will kill your district, we

         12  won't have any part of it.

         13                 So, I thank them as well, and I will

         14  be voting yes for this project, as it is written on

         15  the paper and hopefully will come to fruition

         16  exactly how it is written, and I thank the Chair and

         17  the staff, and the Chair Martinez of the

         18  Subcommittee as well, Melinda Katz, and everybody

         19  else that I worked with on this. Thank you.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Any other comments?

         21  Questions on any other issue?

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Madam Chair,

         23  just an explanatory comment. In item 109, you made

         24  some comment that I didn't understand, and while I

         25  don't have any strong interest in it, I just was
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          2  curious as to what happened there?

          3                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: There are often

          4  times when we do acquisitions in this body that in

          5  order to get the approval, DCAS or the selling body

          6  agrees to hold it for a period of time. In this

          7  particular case the Councilman whose district that

          8  it's in, Bill Perkins, has agreed with the City to

          9  hold this property for auction til April 30th of

         10  2006, and the other one which is Riverside Drive has

         11  been requested to be deleted by the Councilman.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Right now the

         13  property is being considered -- this is a property

         14  that is of great concern to the neighborhood and has

         15  been a source of concern for some time now, it is

         16  right at this point a landmarked piece of property

         17  that requires it to be preserved, no matter how it's

         18  ultimately disposed of.

         19                 Presently EDC is in conversations

         20  with Columbia University, which is, from the

         21  community's point of view, the preferred developer,

         22  so-to-speak, because there would be a commitment, a

         23  sort of a more neighborly commitment to not only

         24  preserve it, but develop it in tune with the

         25  community's concerns.
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          2                 However, I should point out that

          3  Columbia has non-committed point of view about this,

          4  discussions that are taking place, and so we want to

          5  make sure that they have as much time as possible to

          6  have those discussions during this period.

          7                 But if for some reason Columbia

          8  withdraws and decides it no longer wants to

          9  participate in these discussions, has no intention

         10  of getting into a development arrangement, buying

         11  the property, then EDC will still have some more

         12  time to look for potentially another developer. In

         13  any case, whoever is the developer, they'll have to

         14  preserve the property as a landmark, which includes,

         15  by the way, a landmarked garden.

         16                 However, for the sake of additional

         17  insurance, the property will not be allowed to be

         18  just auctioned off to anybody for at least two

         19  years, thereby giving myself and the community time

         20  to work with EDC to potentially get a developer that

         21  is community friendly and will do the appropriate

         22  types of preservation that are important.

         23                 Ultimately, the property will come

         24  back to the Borough Board for a final approval in

         25  any case, and at that point, if there is a problem,
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          2  we can stop it dead there.

          3                 So, this is a sensitive project,

          4  because of the fact it is a landmark, it's a part of

          5  the community where landmarking is a major concern,

          6  and we just want to be able to assure the community

          7  that every effort is being made to make sure that

          8  it's disposed of in tune with the community's

          9  concerns about the value of the property from a

         10  landmarked point of view.

         11                 I should say in all fairness, there

         12  is not that much economic value, and that's why the

         13  property is difficult to dispose of.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Thank you very

         16  much.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: I thank the

         18  member for the explanation.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Any other comments?

         20                 Okay, I'm going to call a vote.

         21                 The only thing I want to make clear

         22  is that when we vote today on the Brooklyn item, and

         23  I appreciate where Council Member Nelson talked

         24  about as far as developer and the Speaker's Office

         25  and Michael coming to an agreement, but I want to
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          2  make it clear that today we are voting on the Land

          3  Use item. We are voting on the special permit. We

          4  are voting on the acquisition, and that it is going

          5  to go to the Borough Board, as well, on the business

          6  issues at hand. So, I want to just sort of make that

          7  clear, clarify, and call the vote.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Aye on all; and aye

         10  on -- we're separating the disapproval.

         11                 I would first like to call the roll

         12  on all those items that the Chair is recommending

         13  approval, which is everything except LU No. 33. And

         14  I vote aye on all the approvals.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Madam

         17  Chairwoman, if I may? The vote in Subcommittee was a

         18  yes.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Yes, it is. Right

         20  now we are doing the approval of everything, except

         21  the Staten Island, and then we are going to get back

         22  -- in the Subcommittee, when it comes to the two

         23  properties in Gerson and Jackson's district, yes,

         24  there is an aye vote there.

         25                 From the time from the Subcommittee
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          2  to here, we have modified the application.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Yes.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: That's correct.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I didn't

          7  vote.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Right, and when

          9  you're asking about process, when it comes to out of

         10  the Subcommittee, the Chair has the right to modify

         11  an application once it comes out of the

         12  Subcommittee, to recommend a modification.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Madam

         14  Chairwoman, in my opinion you should have more

         15  rights than that. I was just trying --

         16                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Don't help me. I

         17  don't want more --

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: In the

         19  Subcommittee there was a lot of confusion. We were

         20  voting yes to disapprove, and I just wanted to make

         21  sure that that wasn't where we were lost, but I

         22  understand what you were saying and I withdraw my

         23  clarification.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: This is not the

         25  Staten Island project. We're not doing the Staten
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          2  Island project right now. But we will be in a

          3  minute, so hold that thought.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I want to

          8  vote aye, but in voting I just want to thank the

          9  Council's Land Use staff for their help in

         10  clarifying some of the complicated issues relating

         11  to this property, including the severing of the --

         12  Council Member Jackson's portion of this project.

         13                 I also want to obviously thank the

         14  Chairwoman for her interest and her support and

         15  leadership in making this a supportable matter.

         16                 Thank you very much. Aye.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: We've also been

         18  joined by Council Member Boyland. Not a member of

         19  the Committee but visiting.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: A point of

         24  clarification, Madam Chair?

         25                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: What is the

          3  status of 33?

          4                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: At your request

          5  many, many months ago, doing separate roll calls

          6  from now on when we are denying an application, as

          7  opposed to approval.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: I think

          9  that's a good idea.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Okay, so when we

         11  get to that we'll discuss it. If that's okay? We're

         12  not at that point yet. Right now we're approving

         13  everything else except for 33.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Okay. What's

         15  confusing to me is that I have a sheet in front of

         16  me because we're signing, which is probably what we

         17  shouldn't do. It says "approved" on it under 33.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Well, that's

         19  because that will depend on what the motion will be.

         20  So I think that we have to wait for the motion in

         21  order --

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Well, I'll

         23  put it aside for now. Thank you.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Okay.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: I vote aye on
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          2  the other items.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Thank you very

          4  much.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all,

          7  and I want to thank the Land Use staff for their

          8  help in the subcommittee meeting and Council Member

          9  Mike Nelson for helping us resolve the matter. And

         10  the end result, everybody is happy. Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK McMAHON: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         14  all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of 15 in the

          4  affirmative, zero in the negative, no abstention,

          5  all items are adopted.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Okay, the next item

          7  will be a motion to disapprove the acquisition, the

          8  rezoning, I apologize, from residential to

          9  commercial. In Council Member Lanza's district, it's

         10  LU No. 33, and I am asking for a motion to approve

         11  to the disapproval, which would be a yes.

         12                 If you can, Council Member Monserrate

         13  needs to go, I would appreciate it.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Please continue.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye. I

         21  approve to disapprove.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: (Not using

          6  microphone.)

          7                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: We'll take it under

          8  advisement.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on

         11  disapproval.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: I thanked

         22  others at the Subcommittee level, at this point I'd

         23  like to thank Gail Benjamin for working with me on

         24  this matter, and I vote aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of 15 in the

          6  affirmative, zero in the negative, no abstentions,

          7  the motion to disapprove is adopted.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: I wanted to thank

          9  everyone for waiting around. It was a very, very

         10  hectic day.

         11                 I would also like to keep the roll

         12  open until 1:30, if I can, because of the day it is

         13  today.

         14                 Thank you all for your patience.

         15                 (Hearing concluded at 12:10 p.m.)
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