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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: We have a number of

          3  special guests here today that we're going to honor

          4  before we begin the meeting, and I'd like to start

          5  with a very special person. Dr. Jerry Hancock.

          6                 Dr. Hancock, if you would like to

          7  come up, with your wife Judith, and anyone else who

          8  wants to come up, of St. Thomas Church who is here.

          9                 Now, Dr. Hancock has led the Choral

         10  Group at St. Thomas Church for 43 years; is that

         11  right? Thirty-three years of outstanding service,

         12  and St. Thomas Church is well known throughout the

         13  world, as one of the finest choral groups, not just

         14  in our City but throughout the world. So, his

         15  contribution to our City is extraordinary, and we

         16  wanted to give him a proclamation for his long

         17  record of service and his entire family and the

         18  whole church community.

         19                 And what we will do at this point is

         20  ask the clerk to read the proclamation.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: The Council of the

         22  City of New York.

         23                 The Council of the City of New York

         24  is pleased and proud to honor Dr. Jerry Hancock for

         25  33 years of outstanding service at St. Thomas
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          2  Church, Fifth Avenue; and

          3                 It is in the tradition and custom of

          4  New York City Council to honor those individuals who

          5  have enriched us with their contributions.

          6                 Today we are immensely proud to

          7  recognize Dr. Jerry Hancock, for his extraordinary

          8  career as organist and master of choristers at St.

          9  Thomas Church; and

         10                 Dr. Jerry Hancock's refined aesthetic

         11  and high artistic standards have enhanced and

         12  strengthened the Anglican Choral tradition;

         13                 It is with the deepest gratitude of

         14  this legislative body that we honor his

         15  contribution;

         16                 Now, therefore, the Council of the

         17  City of New York honors Dr. Jerry Hancock for his

         18  distinguished service to our City and for 33 years

         19  of exceptional leadership as organist and master of

         20  choristers at St. Thomas Church.

         21                 Signed Gifford Miller, Speaker for

         22  the Entire Council.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: We are very pleased

         24  and proud and thank you for your service to all of

         25  the City.
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          2                 Perhaps the Rector would like to say

          3  just a few words.

          4                 RECTOR: I have the honor of being the

          5  third Rector that has served at St. Thomas Church

          6  during Dr. Hancock's remarkable tenure.

          7                 There are others who could speak at

          8  great length on this as well, but I wish to say that

          9  it is to Dr. Hancock that St. Thomas Church owes so

         10  much for putting us on the musical map, not only in

         11  New York, the United States, but throughout the

         12  Anglican world, in the Anglican communion. Thank

         13  you.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Dr. Hancock, thank

         15  you for your service to the world really, but on

         16  behalf of our City, and would you like to say a few

         17  words?

         18                 DR. HANCOCK: I would indeed.

         19                 I'd just like to say what a thrill it

         20  has been to work here in this great City, this great

         21  parish church on Fifth Avenue, and what a wonderful

         22  thing you've all done, Mr. Miller, to have us all

         23  down here today. It's a great thrill, and a great

         24  honor, in this great building, I just have to say

         25  thank you.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Doctor.

          3                 The next, we have a group of very

          4  special guests, and Council Member Diana Reyna is

          5  here to introduce them.

          6                 Council Member Reyna, if you would

          7  bring them forward?

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: I'd like to ask

          9  IS 318 from Williamsburg to come up. It's our chess

         10  team champions. A nice round of applause.

         11                 Their coaches, their teachers. This

         12  Chess program started in 1999. The students put in

         13  countless hours to prepare for competition. They

         14  show improved logic skills, attendance rate and

         15  academic performance.

         16                 Our test coordinators are John Galvin

         17  and Loris Mernix. Our Chess coaches are Elizabeth

         18  Vicari, Jennifer Chahade, Greg Chahade, and Myron

         19  Shir.

         20                 They recently won the 2004 Junior

         21  High National Championship on May 9th, 2004. And

         22  this is their fifth City nationwide championships,

         23  their fifth year in a row. So, these students need

         24  to receive the most warm and welcoming round of

         25  applause, for their achievement representing New
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          2  York City nationwide.

          3                 We congratulate you, we commend you,

          4  and we wish you the best of luck in your education.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: And if we could ask

          6  the clerk to read the proclamation.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

          8  of New York, Proclamation.

          9                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         10  New York is pleased and proud to honor El Helio

         11  Maria de Hostos, Intermediate School 318, Chess

         12  Team, for winning its fifth consecutive national

         13  championship; and

         14                 Whereas: The students, chess masters

         15  of IS 318, has demonstrated what can be accomplished

         16  with commitment, intelligence, and the tremendous

         17  amount of focus that truly distinguished themselves

         18  as great competitors, and undoubtedly achieve

         19  greater and greater success in life; now, therefore,

         20                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         21  City of New York honors the IS 318 Chess team and

         22  congratulate it on its many fine accomplishments.

         23                 Gifford Miller, Speaker for the

         24  Entire Council; Diana Reyna, Council Member, 34th

         25  District, Brooklyn.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: We are so grateful

          3  and appreciative that you're here and proud of you

          4  for representing our City so well, and I know, Mr.

          5  Galvin, your chess quarter is going to say a few

          6  words. I just want to say what an extraordinary

          7  thing I think chess in the schools is. It's really

          8  such an important opportunity. The Chess in Schools

          9  Foundation is a phenomenal foundation. Liz Coleman I

         10  know has worked very hard many, many years to bring

         11  this kind of extraordinary achievement to the

         12  schools and you prove every day how great our public

         13  schools can be, and how much we can hope for the

         14  future, but if we invest our hopes in you. So,

         15  congratulations to all of you.

         16                 Mr. Galvin, do you want to say a few

         17  words?

         18                 MR. GALVIN: Yes. Thank you, Mr.

         19  Speaker, Councilwoman Reyna. A lot of times all we

         20  hear are negative news about public education, and I

         21  think the students that are standing before you

         22  proved that our students in Brooklyn and New York

         23  City can take on the entire nation and come home

         24  with the top award.

         25                 So, next time you hear negative news
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          2  about reading scores or reforms or whatever, just

          3  remember that for every bit of bad news, there's a

          4  piece of greatness in the New York City public

          5  schools too.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. And just,

          7  I want you all to know that our next honoree we're

          8  honoring is a New Yorker who won a Nobel Prize in

          9  Economics. So, maybe some day one of you will win a

         10  Nobel Prize in Economics or in something else, and

         11  we believe that you can do it. We believe in you,

         12  and thank you so much for representing our City

         13  across the country. Thank you very much.

         14                 MR. GALVIN: Thank you.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, our

         16  next honoree won what is perhaps, I think pretty

         17  universally, acknowledged to be one of the greatest

         18  intellectual prizes that can be won, if not the

         19  greatest intellectual prize that can be won, and

         20  that is the Nobel Prize.

         21                 Professor Robert F. Engle. Professor,

         22  please come up. Who teaches at NYU Business School,

         23  Management School, won a Nobel Prize, a Nobel

         24  laureate, in Economics, for his extraordinary work

         25  in fields that none of us probably could understand
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          2  ourselves.

          3                 But seriously, in economics, in the

          4  burgeoning field of econometrics, it's good to be in

          5  a field that is burgeoning.

          6                 We are enormously proud, thank you,

          7  of Professor Engle's accomplishment, and on behalf

          8  of all New Yorkers, take pride in his achievements

          9  and congratulate him and would like the clerk to

         10  read the Proclamation.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         12  of New York, Proclamation.

         13                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         14  New York is pleased and proud to honor Robert F.

         15  Engle, the 2003 Nobel laureate in Economics;

         16                 Whereas: It is the tradition and

         17  great privilege of the New York City Council to

         18  recognize citizens who have enriched us with their

         19  contribution, and today we honor New York University

         20  Professor Robert F. Engle for his ground-breaking

         21  work in the field of economics; and

         22                 Whereas: For his distinguished work

         23  in the field of economics, Professor Engle was

         24  awarded the 2003 Nobel Prize in Economics; and, now,

         25  therefore
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          2                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          3  City of New York commends Robert F. Engle for his

          4  extraordinary contribution to our City, State and

          5  Nation and joins all New Yorkers in honoring this

          6  honored man.

          7                 Gifford Miller, Speaker for the

          8  Entire Council.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Professor Engle, we

         10  are, as we said, enormously proud and grateful that

         11  you're here, that you do us honor by joining us and

         12  we have the opportunity to honor you for your

         13  achievements, and we would be appreciative if you

         14  would say a few words.

         15                 PROFESSOR ENGLE: Well, Mr. Speaker,

         16  and fellow New Yorkers, it is an honor to be here

         17  today and I really appreciate the invitation. New

         18  York has been a great City for me. I came to New

         19  York to study financial markets, and that's where

         20  they're alive and well, and it's a thrill to be

         21  here, so thank you very much.

         22                 It's also, I should say, a thrill to

         23  share the stage with the chess team that you just

         24  saw.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you very much.
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          2  Thank you for being here. Congratulations.

          3                 Council Member Alan Gerson has some

          4  special guests that are also here, representing an

          5  extraordinary team, and I'd like to ask Council

          6  Member Gerson to bring up our special guests.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Mr. Speaker,

          8  my colleagues, we truly have special guests with us

          9  joining us now. We have scholar athletes who have

         10  made our entire City proud by winning the USA Girls

         11  Basketball Championship; and we are joined by the

         12  forward and the guard of the team, representing the

         13  entire team, the other members are taking or

         14  preparing for exams, we are proud to have Kisha

         15  Stolkes and Nina Jones, who did such an outstanding

         16  job on behalf of our entire City in the championship

         17  court.

         18                 So, we thank you.

         19                 And they are joined by their coach

         20  Mr. Ed Bizanski, and we all know, we all know how

         21  important athletics is to achievement in life, to

         22  achievement in studies, and we all know, as we

         23  undertake this budget, how imperative it is to

         24  maintain funding for athletics and for scholarships.

         25                 So, Kisha and Nina, thank you. And
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          2  thank the entire team that you represent here today.

          3  We're proud of your achievement. Thank you for

          4  making our City proud and keep up your great work on

          5  the basketball court in sports, in your studies and

          6  in life, and with this achievement, we know that you

          7  and the entire team will go far to continue

          8  achievement in all endeavors.

          9                 They won, by the way, the New York

         10  State Champions is Murray Bertraum team seven years

         11  in a row? Oh, three years. You tell them, coach.

         12                 COACH: Thank you very much.

         13                 Three years in a row our State

         14  champions, six years in a row PSAL champions and for

         15  the first time, USA Today National Champions.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: That is phenomenal.

         17  Let's have the clerk read the proclamation.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: The Council, City of

         19  New York, Proclamation.

         20                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         21  New York is pleased and proud to honor the Murray

         22  Bergtraum Women's Basketball Team, for winning the

         23  Class AA finals and the tournament of champions and

         24  finishing number one in the nation; and

         25                 Whereas: The Murray Bergtraum Women's
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          2  Basketball Team should be commended for their

          3  outstanding hard work and dedication for its first

          4  place standing; now, therefore

          5                 Be It Known, that the Council of the

          6  City of New York honors Murray Bergtraum Women's

          7  Basketball Team for its exceptional service to the

          8  City and the community.

          9                 Gifford Miller, Speaker for the

         10  Entire Council; Alan J. Gerson, Council Member, 1st

         11  District.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: We are so proud of

         13  you. Congratulations. You've represented our City so

         14  well. Thank you so much.

         15                 Coach, do you want to just say a few

         16  final words?

         17                 COACH: Thank you very much for this

         18  great honor. On behalf of my principal, Barbara

         19  Miller, our school Murray Bergtraum, and the entire

         20  PSAL, it's a great, great honor, thank you very

         21  much. And we hope to be back in the future.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: We look

         23  forward to having you back next year for the next

         24  championship.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.
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          2  Congratulations.

          3                 And we, finally we have Council

          4  Member Brewer who has a number of very special

          5  guests.

          6                 Well, one particularly special guest,

          7  I'm sorry my kids are in school today. They would be

          8  frightened, honestly. Can I take Oscar? I do an Elmo

          9  impression. Do you want to hear it?

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Yes.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Elmo. Elmo wants to

         12  know more...more about Sesame Street.

         13                 Not bad, right?

         14                 Okay, Councilwoman Gale Brewer.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I have to say

         16  you're good. You're very good, Gifford Miller, very

         17  good.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Well, bring them up.

         19  Come on up. Honker.

         20                 This year is Sesame Street's 35th

         21  anniversary. What greater New York institution is

         22  there than Sesame Street? And we have honker here.

         23                 Would you like to say a few words,

         24  Councilwoman Brewer?

         25                 This is pretty good. I want some
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          2  pictures.

          3                 Councilwoman Brewer.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

          5  much. I'm here because Sesame Street is at 1 Lincoln

          6  in the West Side of Manhattan. It is a wonderful

          7  international institution that for 35 years has been

          8  a leader because it builds community across all

          9  borders. There are no borders in Sesame Street.

         10  Languages are diverse, programs are diverse, people

         11  are diverse, and they can all be as imitate like

         12  Speaker Gifford Miller.

         13                 So, thank you, Honker. And we also

         14  have Oscar. Oscar is here with us, too.

         15                 He's a little grumpy today, but he's

         16  definitely going to be making his mark, and

         17  congratulations to all the people who have for 35

         18  years made Sesame Street the great, great

         19  institution that it is.

         20                 We are very honored that Honker is

         21  here today representing.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Well, if we could

         23  have the clerk read the proclamation.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         25  of New York, Proclamation.
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          2                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          3  New York is pleased and proud to honor Sesame Street

          4  for the occasion of its 35 anniversary; and

          5                 Whereas: For more than three decades,

          6  Sesame Street has been consistently honored for its

          7  contribution to generation of children's

          8  development, and it remains the benchmark for the

          9  very best in educational programs; and

         10                 Whereas: We are immensely proud to

         11  honor Sesame's Workshop, the producers of Sesame

         12  Street, along with all the hard-working remarkable

         13  individuals who have contributed to the program's

         14  success over the last 35 years; now, therefore

         15                 Be It Known, that the Council of the

         16  City of New York honors Sesame Street for its

         17  dedication to children the world over, and

         18  congratulates it on its 35th of extraordinary

         19  success.

         20                 Gifford Miller, Speaker for the

         21  Entire Council; Gale Brewer, Council Member, 6th

         22  District, Manhattan.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Absolutely. Dr.

         24  Epstein is here with us, the Music Director of

         25  Sesame Street; is that correct?
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          2                 We are so honored. I must tell you,

          3  you provide me and my wife with about a full hour of

          4  relief every morning. God bless you. I appreciate

          5  it. I don't know how I would get dressed or get

          6  ready to go to work without Sesame Street, and it's

          7  nice to know that your kids are also learning

          8  something that's positive about themselves and about

          9  the world around them.

         10                 So, you bring great joy not just to

         11  my family, but to families across the world, we're

         12  proud to have you here with us, and we'd be very

         13  appreciative if you'd say a few words.

         14                 DR. EPSTEIN: Thank you.  This year we

         15  are so happy to be celebrating Sesame Street's 35th

         16  birthday, and we're delighted that we have been

         17  invited here to celebrate with all of you.

         18                 As a non-profit educational

         19  organization that has made New York its home, Sesame

         20  Workshop strives to educate and engage children all

         21  over the world.

         22                 Our research and production teams and

         23  our writers work every day to ensure that we

         24  incorporate the most up-to-date research about

         25  children into our content in an age appropriate, and
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          2  humorous way that appeals to children and the entire

          3  family.

          4                 A sincere thank you to the City of

          5  New York for this honor. We truly appreciate your

          6  recognition of our hard work, and I am proud to

          7  accept this award on behalf of everyone at the

          8  workshop.

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         11                 Congratulations.

         12                 We're confirming a lot of people's

         13  worst fears here today.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Will the

         15  Stated Meeting of June 7th please come to order.

         16                 Please turn your cell phones off.

         17                 Roll call.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Right here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes, here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: A quorum is

         25  present.
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          2                 Invocation will be given by Rabbi Ari

          3  Spiegel. Please rise.

          4                 RABBI SPIEGEL: I would like to thank

          5  the Speaker, my very own Councilman, Alan Gerson,

          6  from District 1, Public Advocate, and the

          7  colleagues, for giving me the opportunity to be here

          8  today.

          9                 Some of the members asked me not to

         10  speak too much, because they said they're bored of

         11  speeches. So, I told them, with permission of the

         12  Speaker, that instead of giving a speech, I'm going

         13  to tell them a very small story that was inspired by

         14  this Council.

         15                 Last year this Council, under the

         16  Speaker, passed a bill that was introduced by Alan

         17  Gerson to change the streets of where my synagogue

         18  is located on Rivington Street, the First Roumanian

         19  American Congregation, which opened up in 1885 after

         20  my late father, Rabbiacal Spiegel Way. Last week

         21  there was an elderly gentleman walking down that

         22  street. He hasn't been to the Lower East Side for a

         23  very long time. And by the way, I invite you all

         24  back down to the Lower East Side. It's a very nice

         25  neighborhood. He saw the street name Rabbiacal
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          2  Spiegel Way, and that inspired him to come into the

          3  synagogue. He told me a small story.

          4                 He said, as a young boy I grew up in

          5  a small town in England called Gates, and there was

          6  a fire in the synagogue, and there were two tablets

          7  in the synagogue with the Ten Commandments. One of

          8  them burnt and one of them didn't. When the Rabbi

          9  gave a speech, he explained that the tablets that

         10  had the commandments between a man and his maker did

         11  not burn. The one that burnt was about commandments

         12  between one human being and his fellow human being.

         13                 The Rabbi said, "it's all very nice

         14  that someone is good with his maker, but how much we

         15  have to stress how good one has to be with his

         16  fellow human being."

         17                 You know, New York City, I grew up in

         18  New York on the Lower East Side, as Alan can tell

         19  you, Alan Gerson, we've seen a lot of changes only

         20  for the better. New York City is a beacon of light

         21  for the entire nation, but I think that it's the

         22  members of this Council that make that light shine

         23  so very bright.

         24                 I wish you all God speed, and I wish

         25  you success in all your endeavors. Thank you.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Motion to

          3  spread the Invocation, by Council Member Gerson.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Public

          5  Advocate.

          6                 With gratitude on behalf of my

          7  community for the great work of Rabbi Ari Spiegel,

          8  perpetuating the legacy of his late father, it is my

          9  privilege to move and spread the invocation in full

         10  upon the record.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Adoption of

         14  minutes.

         15                 Council Member Fidler.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I move that

         17  the minutes of the Stated Meeting of 2004 be adopted

         18  as printec.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         20                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 120.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Referred to the

         23  Committee on State and Federal Legislation.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 121.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Referred to the
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          2  Committee on Contracts.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

          4  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

          7  and communications.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         10  Call-Ups.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 122 and M

         12  123.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         14  Call-Up vote.

         15                 At this point I want to ask the clerk

         16  to call the roll on all items on the Call-Up vote.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: May I have

          7  permission to vote on the General calendar, as well.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye on all.

         10  Thank you very much.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Today's Land
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          2  Use Call-Ups were adopted by a vote of 48 in the

          3  affirmative, zero in the negative.

          4                 Communication of the Speaker.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, if I

          6  could ask you to all rise for a moment?

          7                 Just this past weekend, our country

          8  lost a great American patriot, a President, who in

          9  the words of Bill Clinton "embodied the admirable

         10  spirit of optimism of the American people." If you

         11  would join me in a moment of silence in his memory.

         12                 (Moment of Silence observed.)

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: And we'll adjourn

         14  this meeting in memory of Ronald Reagan. Thank you.

         15                 We have a number of important pieces

         16  of legislation on the agenda this week, ranging from

         17  important legislation to address the terrible

         18  scourge of air pollution in our City.

         19                 Too many children suffer from asthma,

         20  and too many New Yorkers suffer from the costs of

         21  pollution. Legislation which will increase the

         22  penalties and signage regarding the idling motor

         23  vehicles will help address that.

         24                 We have a number of pieces of

         25  legislation regarding tax credits for New York
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          2  companies, and other pieces of legislation that I

          3  recommend to you. And I hope that you'll all vote in

          4  the affirmative on this legislation.

          5                 I also want to just at this point

          6  remind people that we are in the middle of budget

          7  negotiations that requires flexibility on the part

          8  of our schedules. At the end of this meeting we will

          9  recess this meeting so that we can come back into

         10  session. Should it be necessary for budgetary

         11  purposes, in the interim, we will continue to meet

         12  periodically as a negotiating team and as a caucus

         13  of delegations, and I ask for your patience with

         14  regard to that. We'll do our best not to conflict

         15  with meetings that exist, but unfortunately the

         16  press of time may make that difficult. We will do

         17  our best, and I thank you all for your patience with

         18  regard to that process.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         20  of General Orders.

         21                 Council Member Provenzano.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Thank you.

         23                 Today, on today's agenda we have

         24  proposed Intro. 126-A. This bill is the result of

         25  the World Trade Center Building Code Task Force that
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          2  was convened in 2002 by the Department of Buildings

          3  in response to the September 11th attack.

          4                 The Task Force reviewed building

          5  design construction, operating requirements and

          6  determined modifications for extreme events were

          7  needed.

          8                 The task force consisted of an

          9  11-member Executive Committee, and five working

         10  groups that focused on structural strengths, fire

         11  protection, emergency evacuation, mechanical systems

         12  and DOB operations.

         13                 This legislation will require owners

         14  of high-rise office buildings to install emergency

         15  exit markings, sprinklers, and to inspect visible

         16  sprayed on fire-proofing and alterations are made.

         17                 It will also empower the Fire

         18  Commissioner to require owners of office buildings

         19  to develop emergency action plans.

         20                 I urge my colleagues to vote for this

         21  legislation today, and I would like to thank the

         22  Commissioner of the Department of Buildings, her

         23  staff, my colleagues on the Committee, our Speaker

         24  and the Mayor, for getting us to this point to pass

         25  this landmark legislation.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Gennaro.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

          6  Madam Public Advocate. I rise in support of Intro.

          7  110-A. This is a very important anti-idling

          8  legislation that was put forward by Council Member

          9  Moskowitz, and I know that she'll be speaking on it

         10  as well.

         11                 I urge all of my colleagues to

         12  support this very important legislation. Everyone

         13  knows that New York City faces very serious air

         14  pollution problems, and that 1 million New Yorkers,

         15  including 300,000 children suffer from illnesses

         16  related to poor air quality.

         17                 What people may not know is that air

         18  pollution for motor vehicles creates much of this

         19  risk, including 90 percent of the cancer risk, and

         20  we have an opportunity to fight air pollution today,

         21  by supporting Intro. 110, 110-A. I'd like to thank

         22  Council Member Moskowitz for her leadership on this

         23  issue, the Speaker, the members of the Committee,

         24  and all of my colleagues, and I urge support for

         25  Intro. 110-A.
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          2                 Thank you, Council Member Moskowitz.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Moskowitz.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: I rise also

          6  to support Intro. 110-A. I want to thank Council

          7  Member Gioia for the investigative work he did, that

          8  showed that in the City of New York we have a number

          9  of hot spots where idling is a major problem, and as

         10  was already stated, idling is very detrimental to

         11  New Yorkers' health.

         12                 I also want to thank Council Member

         13  Gennaro, who just went through many Committee

         14  meetings, and involved much work on his part, and

         15  the part of his Counsel. Thank you very much.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         17  nobody else, Report of Special Committees.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

         20  Standing Committees.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports on the

         22  Committee on Economic Development.

         23                 Reso 270-A.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         25  on the General Order Calendar.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          3  Committee on Environmental Protection. Intro. 110-A.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

          5  on the General Order Calendar.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          7  Committee on Finance. Preconsidered Reso 404.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          9  General Order Calendar.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         11  Committee on Housing and Buildings.

         12                 Intro. 126-A.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         14  on the General Order Calendar.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         16  Reso 401.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         18  General Order Calendar.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports on the

         20  Committee on Land Use.

         21                 LU 93 and Companion Reso 405.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         23  General Order Calendar.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 123 and

         25  companion Reso 406.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 144 and

          4  companion Reso 407.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 168 and

          7  companion Reso 408.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 174 and

         10  companion Reso 409.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         13  Committee on Public Safety.

         14                 Intro. 142-A.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

         16  over.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports on the

         18  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.

         19                 Preconsidered M 124 and companion

         20  Reso 410.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

         22  Order Calendar.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         24  Committee on State and Federal Legislation.

         25                 SLR 1.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          3  General Order Calendar.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: SLR 35.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: SLR 46.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: SLR 62.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: SLR 70.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: SLR 84.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: SLR 99.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: SLR 112.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: SLR 113.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: SLR 114.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: SLR 115.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: SLR 117.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the
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          2  General Order Calendar.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          4  SLR 121.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          7  SLR 122.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         10  Order Calendar.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 188-A.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution

         14  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         16  General Order Calendar.

         17                 At this point I'd ask the Clerk to

         18  call the roll on all items coupled on the General

         19  Order Calendar.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Permission to

         12  explain my vote?

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I have a cold.

         15  I just want to congratulate Ms. Buggs on returning

         16  to be a member of the New York City Equal Employment

         17  Practices Commission.

         18                 Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Madam Advocate,

         23  may I have a moment to explain my vote?

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Yes, Madam
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          2  Advocate, I, too, would like to express my

          3  congratulations to Miss Cheree Buggs on her

          4  appointment to the Equal Employment Practice

          5  Commission. I'm sure that with her expertise the

          6  citizens of New York will be in great hands as of

          7  this point, and I congratulate her again.

          8                 I vote aye on all, with the exception

          9  of SLR 1, which I vote no; and Reso 370-A, which I

         10  abstain.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: I'd like to

         19  vote aye on all, and I would also like to join my

         20  colleagues in supporting and say good things about a

         21  dedicated public servant Cheree Buggs. Thank you.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: I, too, want to

         12  congratulate Cheree Antoinette Buggs on her

         13  appointment and vote aye on all. Thank you.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

          8  all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         11  And congratulations, Cheree. They're lucky to have

         12  you.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Request

         17  unanimous consent to vote on all Land Use items, as

         18  well as General Orders.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I vote aye on

         21  all. Thank you.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye on

         24  all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: With particular

          3  congratulations to the Chair of the Environmental

          4  Protection Committee and the entire Committee for

          5  the idling legislation we're voting on today, I vote

          6  aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: I request

          5  permission to vote on Land Use votes as well?

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: I vote aye on

          8  the Land Use and aye here as well.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I vote aye on

         11  all. I just would like to commend Chairwoman

         12  Provenzano and the staff and the folks of the

         13  Administration, all advocates, who helped put

         14  together 126-A. It's a great job by all. Thank you.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER:  I vote aye.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

         20  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

         21  vote of 50 in the affirmative, zero in the negative,

         22  zero abstentions, with the exception of SLR 1 which

         23  was adopted by a vote of 49 in the affirmative, one

         24  negative, zero abstentions, and Reso 370-A, which

         25  was adopted by a vote of 49 in the affirmative, zero
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          2  in the negative and one abstention.

          3                 Revised Land Use Call-Ups were

          4  adopted by a vote of 50 in the affirmative, zero in

          5  the negative.

          6                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: All bills are

          8  referred to the Committee as indicated on the

          9  schedule.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         11  of Resolutions.

         12                 Seeing nobody -- oh, sorry, Council

         13  Member Katz. Sorry, I didn't see you.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I'd like to

         15  discuss Resolution 394. Is that in order? 394, is

         16  that in order right now?

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: No. No, it's

         18  not. No, Council Member Katz.

         19                 Seeing nobody -- oh, I think it's

         20  Tish. Council Member James.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Yes. This past

         22  weekend we celebrated Memorial Weekend, and to pay

         23  honor to our war dead, I would all ask that we all

         24  pass, vote in the affirmative on Resolution 291-A,

         25  as a great tribute and an honor of our war dead.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          4                 Anybody else?

          5                 Seeing nobody else, let's move on to

          6  the vote.

          7                 Resolution 291-A, all in favor.

          8                 Opposed?

          9                 Adopted.

         10                 Reso 295.

         11                 All in favor?

         12                 Opposed?

         13                 Adopted.

         14                 General Discussion.

         15                 Council Member James.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: I'm urging that

         17  the City Administration provide for human needs

         18  first, that we provide full funding for the needs of

         19  seniors, for children, for the working families of

         20  the City of New York, that we restore full funding

         21  to all health and human services, including summer

         22  school nurses, child health clinics, infant

         23  mortality, asthma initiatives, HIV funding and

         24  family planning services.

         25                 In addition, I would hope that we
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          2  fully restore funding to the Legal Aid Society,

          3  restore funding to reopen our firehouses, and that

          4  the City, that the Mayor of the City of New York

          5  avert a strike on Wednesday by negotiating equitably

          6  with 1707, and that today I join with my colleagues

          7  who provide care to our elderly, 10,000 members who

          8  went on strike today, I support their actions,

          9  drastic times call for drastic measures, and, again,

         10  I'm calling upon the Mayor to negotiate with them

         11  fairly and equitably.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member Palma.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Thank you.

         16                 Like my colleague said today, in the

         17  first time of this country, 10,000 home care workers

         18  --

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         20  please.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: 10,000 home

         22  care workers decided that they will be invincible no

         23  more and they took it to the street.

         24                 1199 headed a campaign to secure

         25  living wage, $10 for these workers. These workers
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          2  take care of our fragile, they take care of our

          3  sick, they feed them, they bathe them, and they're

          4  there for them when even their own family member

          5  can't be with them.

          6                 So, I urge all of my colleagues to

          7  join in to the fight to support these workers,

          8  because they do one of the most important jobs in

          9  this country, they take care of our elderly.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         12  Member Jackson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         14  Madam Public Advocate.

         15                 I would like to rise and ask my

         16  colleagues to support Resolution 393, which deals

         17  with the State Tax Assessment Reimbursement to

         18  municipalities.

         19                 Currently the State law caps this

         20  reimbursement at $500,000, an amount artificially

         21  low for our great City.

         22                 We are being shortchanged by this

         23  amount to the potential tune of about $4.2 million.

         24                 The State Assembly and State Senate

         25  are considering legislation that would eliminate
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          2  this unfair cap for $500,000. This reso would send a

          3  powerful home rule message to the State Legislature

          4  that we deserve the full amount of assessment aid

          5  that we are entitled to. So, I ask you to please

          6  sign onto that.

          7                 And also, tomorrow at 5:00, UFT, the

          8  fire union and the police, PBA, is holding a rally

          9  outside City Hall Park at 5:00 p.m., and I urge all

         10  my colleagues to join them in our fight for fair

         11  contracts. As you know, all of their contracts have

         12  expired.

         13                 And also, on Wednesday, Local 1707,

         14  the day care, child care workers are scheduled for a

         15  three-day strike. They have been without a contract

         16  for four years, and they're going to be walking

         17  across the Brooklyn Bridge starting at 10:00 a.m.

         18  So, I'm going to ask you to join me and other of our

         19  colleagues at the Brooklyn site and walk with them

         20  arm-in-arm to a rally here at City Hall Park at

         21  12:00 p.m.

         22                 And also, finally, I walk with

         23  Perkins and Margarita Lopez and other, Annabel

         24  Palma, 15,000 strong, to say the home care aids

         25  deserve a contract that will pay them at least $10
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          2  an hour by the Year 2006, and ask you to support all

          3  of the 1199 workers that are asking for a decent

          4  living wage.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          7  Member Gennaro.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

          9  Madam Public Advocate.

         10                 I rise to call to my colleagues'

         11  attention a host of bills that are being put forward

         12  today, that will chart a new course for providing

         13  long-term energy security for the City of New York.

         14                 Speaker Miller, Council Member Clarke

         15  and I are putting forward this package today, and

         16  let me just talk a little bit about the Speaker's

         17  Bill.

         18                 Intro. 375 would create a much-needed

         19  Office of Energy Policy in the Mayor's Office to

         20  develop and execute a long-term energy strategy for

         21  the City.

         22                 The next Speaker bill, Intro. 374,

         23  would require the City to develop an emergency plan

         24  to handle energy shortages and respond to crises

         25  such as last summer's blackout.
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          2                 Intro. 379 by Council Member Clarke

          3  would require the installation of energy efficient

          4  appliances, thereby substantially reducing energy

          5  used by millions of New Yorkers.

          6                 Finally, I have three bills of my

          7  own. Intro. 381, which would promote clean on-site

          8  energy generation by directing the City of New York

          9  to serve a City-owned building to find opportunities

         10  to site solar, fuel cell and other types of green

         11  energy generation.

         12                 Intro. 382, would promote energy

         13  conservation by training the staff of City-owned

         14  buildings in how to operate the buildings in the

         15  most efficient energy matter possible.

         16                 And finally, Intro. 383, that would

         17  promote energy savings by encouraging the widespread

         18  use of reflective materials on the roofs of City

         19  buildings sometimes known as green roofs.

         20                 I would like to thank Donna

         21  DeCostanzo and my staff and all the members of the

         22  Council staff who made these bills possible.

         23                 Thank you. Thank you, Madam Public

         24  Advocate.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council
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          2  Member Nelson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you,

          4  Madam Public Advocate.

          5                 I rise today to ask your support of

          6  Resolution No. 399, that I'm introducing on today's

          7  agenda.

          8                 The Resolution calls for the support

          9  of the Berlin Declaration by the Organization for

         10  Security and Cooperation in Europe.

         11                 The Berlin Declaration is the

         12  accepted summary of about 55 nation organizations

         13  proceedings, which highlights the steps that member

         14  states have agreed to take to combat anti-Semitism

         15  and other forms of religious or racial hatred.

         16                 These steps include gathering

         17  reliable information and statistics regarding

         18  anti-Semitic crimes and other hate crimes, and

         19  ensuring that the legal systems of the member

         20  nations foster a safe environment, free from

         21  anti-Semitism and promoting remembrance of the

         22  tragedy of the Holocaust.

         23                 The Berlin Declaration has been

         24  issued in response to an upsurge in anti-Semitic

         25  sentiments and actions in Europe, including verbal
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          2  and physical attacks and desecration of synagogues

          3  and cemeteries.

          4                 We must never forget the lessons of

          5  the horrific events of the last century.

          6  Anti-Semitism and for that matter, any religious or

          7  racial hatred can and will lead to terrible

          8  consequences when left unchecked.

          9                 I ask for your support of this

         10  resolution. Help prevent the spread of hate. Thank

         11  you for your consideration, and also thank you, Ed

         12  Koch, for being on the front lines in this war.

         13                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  Member Oddo.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I would like to

         17  thank Speaker Miller for ensuring that we took a

         18  moment to recognize the passing of President Reagan.

         19                 In 1984 I turned 18, despite the fact

         20  I came from a proud family of Democrats, I checked

         21  off Republican when I registered, and the reason I

         22  did that was Ronald Reagan.

         23                 I'm not going to stand here and tell

         24  you why I think Ronald Reagan was great, I think

         25  that's a debate that we should have at a more
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          2  appropriate place.

          3                 But I do want to share with you just

          4  a few words, and I ask my colleagues to keep them in

          5  mind as we make some very difficult decisions in

          6  this budget process.

          7                 Reagan said in his last appearance

          8  before the country, "I have spoken of the shining

          9  city all my political life, but I don't know if I

         10  ever quite communicated what I saw when I said it.

         11  But in my mind it was a tall, proud City built on

         12  rocks stronger than oceans, windswept, God blessed

         13  and teaming with people of all kinds living in

         14  harmony and peace; a city with free ports that hum

         15  with commerce and creativity, and if there had to be

         16  City walls, the walls had doors and the doors could

         17  open to anyone with the will and the heart to get

         18  there. That's how I saw it and still see."

         19                 And I just ask my colleagues to keep

         20  that in mind when we make some very, very difficult

         21  decisions in the hopes of keeping this City vibrant

         22  for the years to come.

         23                 Thank you.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member Brewer.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you,

          3  Council Member Oddo, that was very moving.

          4                 I rise about Resolution 391. This is

          5  a resolution that supports full funding for the

          6  Women, Infant and Children Program known as WIC.

          7  Now, you might have been reading in the newspaper

          8  about the cost of milk, and it's a challenge for all

          9  of us. This half gallon today costs $3.19. And what

         10  this means is that the federal government, which has

         11  over 7 million children on WIC, almost 290,000

         12  women, infants and children in New York City alone.

         13  In fact, 47 percent of all babies born in the United

         14  States participate in the WIC program, and the

         15  concern is as the cost of milk goes up, and as you

         16  read in yesterday's paper, some of our grocery

         17  stores are catering just to the WIC program, not

         18  necessarily honorably, between the cost of milk, the

         19  fact that there's $135 million shortfall in funding

         20  in WIC in the United States for 2005, I am very

         21  concerned about the families and children who use

         22  this program.

         23                 So, we're calling for a fully funded

         24  WIC program, and I hope that as time goes on we look

         25  at the cost of milk.
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          2                 Thank you very much, Madam Public

          3  Advocate.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          5  Member Katz.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Thank you, Madam

          7  Public Advocate.

          8                 I rise to ask my colleagues' support

          9  on Resolution No. 394. Many of you may know that on

         10  April 22nd, 2004 HUD changed the formula for

         11  disseminating Section 8 housing all over the United

         12  States of America. NYCHA has already allocated

         13  vouchers during that fiscal year and thereby they

         14  figure there is a shortfall of about $40 million

         15  that is supposed to go for vouchers for Section 8

         16  housing in the City of New York.

         17                 It is an atrocity that HUD has

         18  recalculated this formula really creating a

         19  shortfall of affordable housing in the City of New

         20  York.

         21                 New York Times called these cuts

         22  "ill-advised." And one of the things that really

         23  does concern me as well is why the developers in the

         24  City are not having the faith that the money will be

         25  provided for these Section 8 vouchers.
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          2                 And I think that it is incumbent upon

          3  the City of New York to send a message to the

          4  federal government, that they shortfall us enough

          5  when it comes to money to the City, we must tell

          6  them that when it comes to affordable housing it is

          7  a priority to this Council.

          8                 I urge my colleagues to join

          9  Resolution No. 394. It will be the best thing for

         10  the City.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         13  Member Sanders.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you,

         15  Madam Public Advocate.

         16                 Today I rise as a former day care

         17  worker to say that I certainly support the day care

         18  workers in their battle to have a just and living

         19  wage in New York City. It's ridiculous to have a

         20  four-year contract, to have a contract and you have

         21  not had an increase in four years.

         22                 I would be remiss, since my mother

         23  was a member of 1199, not to say that I also support

         24  the home care workers of 1199. We must do these

         25  things, and we must support Resolution 391, the WIC
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          2  resolution. It's foolish to consider doing

          3  otherwise.

          4                 And I wanted to put that on the

          5  record. Thank you very much.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          7  Member Clarke.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

          9  Madam Public Advocate.

         10                 I just wanted to encourage my

         11  colleagues to sign onto the package of legislation

         12  around energy star and energy saving efficiencies

         13  here in the City of New York.

         14                 I have introduced today Intro. 379,

         15  and that would require landlords to purchase energy

         16  efficient appliances. It's good for many of our New

         17  Yorkers who are low income and who have to bear the

         18  burden of the cost of utility prices, and we are in

         19  a modern age and time when landlords can help

         20  facilitate that by replacing old appliances with

         21  Energy Star appliances.

         22                 So, I'm encouraging you, all of my

         23  colleagues, to sign onto Intro. 379. I would also

         24  like to lend my voice to the many voices who are

         25  encouraging this Administration to settle the
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          2  collective bargaining, outstanding Collective

          3  Bargaining Agreement, with DC 1707, the Day Care

          4  Workers. They're about to go out on strike, and I

          5  really support them in this action, because for

          6  three and a half years now they've gone without a

          7  cost-of-living increase, and that's just ridiculous

          8  in a City like New York where the cost of everything

          9  has gone up, these people provide a very valuable

         10  service to all of our communities.

         11                 I'd like to also say bravo to the

         12  home care workers who stepped out and did what they

         13  had to do this afternoon, to let the City of New

         14  York know that they do the work that no one else

         15  really wants to do, and it's time that they get a

         16  living wage for all of the work that they do on our

         17  behalf.

         18                 Thank you very much, Madam Public

         19  Advocate.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Absolutely

         21  right, Council member.

         22                 Council Member Gerson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Public

         24  Advocate, as we press forward with budget

         25  deliberations and difficult budget decisions, I rise
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          2  to urge my colleagues to remember our fellow New

          3  Yorkers who are all too often forgotten and

          4  overlooked, and I refer to the homeless among us,

          5  especially homeless young people and children.

          6                 There is no greater humanitarian

          7  crisis which we face and no greater moral imperative

          8  which we as a Council face in the need to redress.

          9  So, I urge us all to maintain the Council initiative

         10  to address this problem.

         11                 Specifically, we need to include the

         12  3 million additional dollars to double the number of

         13  emergency shelter beds for young people from the

         14  pitiful 60 to the still pitiful 120. Those

         15  additional 60 beds which will serve hundreds of

         16  young people over the course of a year, will

         17  literally save lives. We need to maintain funding

         18  for the 24 hour homeless hot line which is literally

         19  the lifesaver for young people stuck on our streets.

         20  We need to prevent homelessness by assuring the

         21  adequate funding for legal aid for anti-eviction

         22  services, and to restore funding for foster care,

         23  for life-training skills and substance abuse

         24  prevention and treatment in order to prevent

         25  homeless.
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          2                 Madam Public Advocate and my

          3  colleagues, I feel proud to be on this Council

          4  because we don't overlook anyone and I urge us to

          5  continue that great tradition and not overlook the

          6  homeless young people in our City.

          7                 Thank you very much.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          9  Council member.

         10                 Council Member Perkins.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I want to

         12  take a moment to bring your attention to a reso

         13  that's being sponsored by the Speaker, Council

         14  Member Miller and yours truly Council Member

         15  Perkins, calling upon our government officials, the

         16  City government officials, as well as the federal,

         17  to protect and uphold First Amendment Rights to

         18  freedom of speech, association and assembly. That's

         19  Reso 389.

         20                 This Council has a portfolio of

         21  resos, laws, actions that represent a call to

         22  protect our First Amendment. As well as other civil

         23  rights and civil liberties-type matters.

         24                 And, so, this is another one of those

         25  resolutions that unfortunately we have to put before
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          2  ourselves because we are being challenged by virtue

          3  of the Republican National Convention coming into

          4  the City and the Administration not cooperating in

          5  such a way that the free expression of assembly, the

          6  free expression of civil liberties is being allowed.

          7                 And, so, this resolution is just

          8  another call for the Administration to allow the

          9  freedom of speech and the freedom of assembly to

         10  take place and establish certain procedures toward

         11  that end.

         12                 In effect, no more corralling, no

         13  unnecessary police activity, and time notice with

         14  respect to permits.

         15                 The second thing I want to do is

         16  reiterate that the remarks that were made by Council

         17  Member Jackson, particularly with respect to the

         18  Home Care workers with home Chris Quinn, Council

         19  Member Quinn, myself and others, march today, they

         20  are being paid, if you can believe it, less than $10

         21  an hour in New York City.

         22                 These are Home Care workers who are

         23  like angels taking care of, they're not just

         24  seniors, but also others who are ill and infirm, and

         25  they are living beneath what is realistically a
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          2  poverty level in the City of New York.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time,

          4  Council member.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

          6  very much.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Please

          9  support the Home Care workers.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         11  Member Gentile.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Thank you,

         13  Madam Public Advocate.

         14                 In other episode in the continuing

         15  saga of harassing New Yorkers with ticket blitzes,

         16  I'm introducing a bill today, Intro. 384, and I ask

         17  you to join on, in which it would end the practice

         18  of ticketing New Yorkers who have their cars parked

         19  and the ticketing would be for the frame that they

         20  put around their license plates, and the frame just

         21  touches the plate.

         22                 The City has jurisdiction over cars

         23  that are parked in our streets, and many, many

         24  people have been getting tickets for having a frame

         25  around their license plate that does not obstruct
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          2  the word "New York," does not obstruct the actual

          3  identification of the plate, it may just touche the

          4  word "Empire State," and because it touches the word

          5  "Empire State," it's a technical violation of the

          6  City ordinance. And that is outrageous. Certainly if

          7  that word said drink Snapple, instead of Empire

          8  State, would we still be subject to a violation?

          9                 I'm not sure, but in this City the

         10  way we're going, it could possibly be.

         11                 My intro would end that process, and

         12  would allow plates that do not obstruct the

         13  identification of a license plate to be used by the

         14  citizens in the City of New York without a summons.

         15  And here is the drink Snapple bottle right here.

         16                 Thank you. I'm going to try this. I'm

         17  going to put this on my license plate and see what

         18  happens.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         21  nobody else, should we recess the meeting in the

         22  name of President Regan?

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Yes.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All stand,

         25  please.
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          2                 We'll recess the meeting in the name

          3  of President Ronald Reagan.

          4                 (Recessed at 2:40 p.m.)
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          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 7th day of June 2004.
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