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          1  COMMITTEE ON LAND USE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: We will start the

          3  meeting of the Land Use Committee.

          4                 For those folks on the Committee that

          5  were not at the entire Land Use last week, or had to

          6  go because of timing aspects, we recessed that

          7  meeting, we did not adjourn it. If we can call the

          8  roll for those Council members that did not get to

          9  vote.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: The items stand at 18

         17  in the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         18  abstentions.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: We are here to vote

         20  on the Downtown Brooklyn rezoning. There are several

         21  Land Use numbers. I am not going to read each one, I

         22  read each one into the record last week, as being

         23  postponed to today. I will read it just by the Land

         24  Use Number, which is Land Use Number 148 through

         25  165. And also Land Use Number 147.
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          2                 LU No. 148 was modified. It is a

          3  height limitation of 400 feet on the east side of

          4  Flatbush Avenue. Pursuant to ULURP, all items move

          5  together when they go back to City Planning, that is

          6  a modification on the height limit. It will go back

          7  to City Planning before it comes back to the entire

          8  Council.

          9                 Can I get some order in the room,

         10  please? We'll only be a few minutes if we get some

         11  order. Thanks.

         12                 Just to say a few words, if I can,

         13  before I call on Council Member Yassky and Council

         14  Member James whose district downtown modification is

         15  in.

         16                 I would like to thank the

         17  Subcommittee Chair Tony Avella. All right, I would

         18  like to thank everyone involved with today's

         19  downtown rezoning of Brooklyn. It was a difficult

         20  process to get where we are today.

         21                 We would like to note that this is

         22  going to be a motion to approve from the

         23  Subcommittee on the condition that the Landmark

         24  Subcommittee, Council Member Felder's committee,

         25  will be doing a hearing that is going to go over all
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          2  the substance, go over all the history, make sure

          3  that historians and anyone that has any issues

          4  involving the underground railroad that may be on

          5  these three homes that we have discussed at length,

          6  can come and testify. We will do that in a timely

          7  fashion, but also give enough time for everyone to

          8  be able to do the research necessary in order to

          9  provide the information that we need in order to

         10  make a recommendation to the Landmarks Commission.

         11                 I would like to thank everyone

         12  involved, especially Gail Benjamin, and Alonzo and

         13  the entire staff for the work that they've done in

         14  getting us here today.

         15                 Right now, I would like to hear, if I

         16  may, from Council Member Yassky, before we open it

         17  up to the entire Committee.

         18                 Oh, Council Member Quinn has to go,

         19  if you would like to vote.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Thank you. I

         21  have to go across the street to the West Side

         22  Stadium Part II. It's a little like that horror

         23  movie, I fear.

         24                 That said, thank you, Madam Chair. I

         25  vote aye. Thank you.

                                                            5

          1  COMMITTEE ON LAND USE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Council Member

          3  Yassky.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you,

          5  Chair Katz.

          6                 I am speaking here not as a Land Use

          7  Committee member, as you know, but this Land Use

          8  action affects my district, Council Member James'

          9  district most directly.

         10                 I am here in support of the proposal.

         11  There is a long history to this. Most, many of the

         12  Committee members are familiar with it. This goes

         13  back to the group of 35 convened by Senator Schumer,

         14  to figure out what's a sensible economic development

         15  strategy for the City that identified Downtown

         16  Brooklyn as a place that could attract major

         17  employers with good jobs, and this Land Use action

         18  follows through on those suggestions, I think does

         19  so in a good way.

         20                 I am hopeful that it will result in

         21  economic development in Downtown Brooklyn, and

         22  significant number of high-paying jobs in that area.

         23                 I have had concerns when the proposal

         24  was initially brought forth by the Administration

         25  about the impact on the surrounding neighborhoods,
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          2  particularly in terms of traffic, in terms of

          3  parking, in terms of open space, and in terms of

          4  historic resources, which you've discussed at some

          5  length here.

          6                 I think that since its original

          7  inception, the Administration has improved the

          8  proposal quite substantially and has addressed the

          9  traffic and parking and open space concerns that I

         10  had raised.

         11                 More could be done, and Chair Avella

         12  at the Subcommittee spoke about the need to continue

         13  to work on the traffic and the open space issues,

         14  and of course we do need to do that.

         15                 I do feel that enough has been done

         16  at this point, that there is -- I do not think there

         17  will be an adverse impact on the surrounding

         18  neighborhoods. I think there's a very positive

         19  reason to support this for economic development, so

         20  I do support it.

         21                 I want to just speak for a moment to

         22  the historical resources question. There are a

         23  number of historic resources that may merit

         24  preservation in this area. Most prominently the

         25  buildings on Duffield Street that may have a
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          2  connection to the underground railroad. I think that

          3  the Land Use, Subcommittee on Landmarks hearing that

          4  you are mandating, or you are ensuring will happen,

          5  is a very appropriate step.

          6                 Plainly more work needs to be done to

          7  determine what the status of these buildings should

          8  be.

          9                 I want to I guess thank and commend

         10  Chair Felder for undertaking to do this, it's not

         11  ordinarily something that would come up for his

         12  Subcommittee, and I think it will be quite a bit of

         13  work and quite a bit of difficult work. So, I really

         14  think he deserves the gratitude of the folks who

         15  care about this and he has mine.

         16                 With that, Chair Katz, it's my

         17  recommendation and my hope that your Committee will

         18  approve this proposal.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: There are a few

         20  folks that need to go to budget negotiations.

         21  Council Member Comrie expressed that so sweetly. How

         22  do you vote?

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Thank you.

         25                 Council Member McMahon.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Thank you.

          4                 Council Member Vann.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: And Council Member

          7  Perkins.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: First of all,

          9  I vote aye. But I have a concern about the fact that

         10  a report was submitted to justify this project that

         11  turned out to ultimately be, to say the least,

         12  inaccurate, full of errors and quite misleading, and

         13  in fact, cause a great deal of confusion with

         14  respect to not only this Committee, the committees

         15  involved, but the community as well. And it seems as

         16  if this is not the first time that I can recall when

         17  such reports have been put before us that were

         18  totally off the wall in terms of misrepresenting

         19  the, in this case the Schomburg Center, but in other

         20  cases, the community boards, as well as the elected

         21  officials that may have been involved, and I'm

         22  particularly talking about the concern, the problem

         23  we had with St. John The Divine, the Cathedral, St.

         24  John The Divine, when they came before the Landmarks

         25  Committee and claimed that they had community board
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          2  support and it turned out quite the opposite, as

          3  well as support from other entities in the

          4  neighborhood.

          5                 So, it just seems to me outrageous

          6  and unacceptable that such reports would allowed to

          7  be brought before this Council, and I think we need

          8  to do something about that so that it doesn't happen

          9  again.

         10                 I think we need somehow or other to

         11  communicate to the Administration that they should

         12  not come here like that and that there will be

         13  consequences if that continues to happen because

         14  there's a carelessness, it seems to me, on their

         15  part because of their commitment to the project, as

         16  opposed to the commitment to what is in the best

         17  interest of the communities and the City.

         18                 So, this is a serious, I think

         19  concern, and I just want to put it on the record,

         20  and hope that the Chair, with our leadership will

         21  see what can be done to prevent this from happening

         22  again. I think it's insulting as well. Thank you.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Thank you very

         24  much.

         25                 Council Member James.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: The

          3  modifications that have been made to this plan which

          4  inure to the benefit of the residents of the 35th

          5  Councilmanic District compel me to vote for this

          6  plan. Well, I'm not even voting, but to at this

          7  point in time express my support for this plan.

          8                 And they include, but are not limited

          9  to, the parking permits in Ft. Green, Clinton Hill,

         10  the open space, the benefits to the park, the limit

         11  on Flatbush Avenue on the East Side, the fact that

         12  they removed site 6A and a number of other

         13  concessions that they had made.

         14                 That notwithstanding, on Friday, as

         15  you all know, I still did have concern with regards

         16  to the historical resources and the historical

         17  treasures on Duffield Street, and the recommendation

         18  was to vote all of this down. And I just want to

         19  thank the community. I wanted to thank you, Joy, I

         20  wanted to thank you, Mr. Greenstein, I can't think

         21  of your first name right now, and everyone else who

         22  has reached out in regards to all of the history on

         23  Duffield Street. And it's the history and the legacy

         24  of the African-American experience, and we have to

         25  preserve our history, and at the same time balance
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          2  development. And I think the compromise to go

          3  forward with a hearing with the Subcommittee of the

          4  City Council, is a good compromise. And it's a shame

          5  that Mr. Moore had to leave, because I wanted Mr.

          6  Moore to be a part of our team, as we go forward to

          7  do research on Duffield Street, and I will reach out

          8  to Mr. Moore and all of the other individuals who

          9  were part of the African Burial Ground, individuals

         10  at Howard University, the Underground Railroad

         11  Association of Philadelphia, and any other

         12  historians that can provide some light as to whether

         13  or not these homes are part of the underground

         14  railroad.

         15                 I want to thank Chairman Avella, I

         16  want to thank Chairwoman Katz, I want to thank you,

         17  Simcha Felder. I recognize your role in all of this,

         18  and I know you understand and are very sensitive to

         19  the history of not only the Jewish people, but also

         20  recognize the history of the African-American

         21  people. And, so, I thank you for taking this on. I

         22  thank you for your leadership.

         23                 And so with that, I am prepared to

         24  support the Downtown Plan. But, again, I am, too,

         25  outraged that, in fact, they did not do -- they had
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          2  made misrepresentations which called the entire

          3  research into question and puts the credibility of

          4  this Administration into play, and all of this could

          5  have been avoided.

          6                 So, with that, we should go forward.

          7  I look forward to working with you, Mr. Felder. I

          8  look forward to working with the community, and

          9  thank you, again.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Before we open this

         11  up for a vote, I'd like to just make a final

         12  comment.

         13                 I would like to once again thank the

         14  Council members whose district this is. But also

         15  echo what Council Member James said. The community

         16  really was an active role in government today, and I

         17  think that that is an important part of the process

         18  that sometimes people forget, and the more the

         19  communities are involved, the better it always is

         20  for the City of New York. So, we want to thank you

         21  for being here and for becoming an active

         22  participant in what we call or we try to call good

         23  government.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 Please call the roll.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: I vote aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: May I be

         12  excused to explain my vote?

         13                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Yes. So ordered.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I would like

         15  to say that I hope we'll always be reminded, and I

         16  know we know this, that we are servants of the

         17  people, not of developers, not of the City, but

         18  always of the administration, but always of the

         19  people. When people come and raise serious concerns,

         20  we should take it very seriously.

         21                 I'm just not satisfied that they

         22  should get off so lightly for lying. You know, we

         23  can get cute and say it was a misrepresentation, and

         24  they lied. And I don't think they should get off

         25  without some recorded reprimand, you know. I mean,
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          2  we're not rejecting the project, which may even be a

          3  basis for that when you lie to get something built,

          4  but since that is not happening, at least a strong

          5  letter from our chairs to go to those who lied, who

          6  gave false information in order to get this project

          7  through, I think we should send a strong message we

          8  will not tolerate it again and projects will be

          9  rejected based upon any falsification of any

         10  testimony, serious. In fact, I do have my badge

         11  here, I might make a citizen's arrest. I am an

         12  officer of the City, so I am considering a citizen's

         13  arrest as a possibility too.

         14                 But in all due seriousness, I cannot

         15  thank Chair Tony Avella enough for the way he

         16  conducted his Subcommittee hearing on this topic and

         17  the care, the extra mile that he went to really

         18  satisfy everybody, and to my colleagues who it's in

         19  their district and they have interest of the people,

         20  all the people of the district and there are some

         21  good things that come out of this for them as well,

         22  for their willingness to go forth.

         23                 But you just need to know that if, in

         24  fact, landmarks does landmark it, then the

         25  development will not go forward, if your property is
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          2  landmarked. So, you need to know this is a very

          3  serious step that the Chairs took on this issue to

          4  have the hearing, and you couldn't have it with a

          5  better chair, the Chairman of my Committee, Simcha

          6  Felder, and I'm certain you'll get a fair hearing

          7  there, so if in fact that we do succeed and have it

          8  landmarked, and it will not be developed.

          9                 So, I want to thank my colleagues for

         10  this. I vote aye on all.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Thank you.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I've explained

         14  my vote in the Subcommittee, and I would like my

         15  remarks to stand on that. I vote yes on all.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Thank you.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I just wanted

         25  to mention that I find it quite offensive that
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          2  there's so much joking going around about a serious

          3  issue. I vote aye on this.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of 15 in the

          5  affirmative, zero in the negative, no abstentions,

          6  the items are adopted.

          7                 Council Member, please sign the

          8  Committee reports.

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Thank you very

         11  much.

         12                 Please sign the Committee reports

         13  before you go. Thanks for your patience. Meeting

         14  adjourned.

         15                 (Hearing concluded at 2:45 p.m.)
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