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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Council Member

          3  Rivera, I know you have a number of special guests

          4  that you want to introduce and honor today and

          5  please bring them forward.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: At this point

          7  in time I'd like to ask the people from SHARE to

          8  please come forward so we can give a special

          9  recognition and proclamation on your behalf.

         10                 My fellow colleagues, we're joined

         11  here today by a great organization that for many

         12  years has really done an outstanding job at giving

         13  hope to many women that suffer from breast and

         14  ovarian cancer within our City. They currently

         15  service about 30,000 women within our City and they

         16  have brought hope to over 100,000 women within our

         17  City, and it's a great honor for us to recognize

         18  such an outstanding organization that really does a

         19  good service for our City residents.

         20                 At the same time we have countless

         21  initiatives that we're fighting for, and I know that

         22  they're steadfast on helping us with the American

         23  Cancer Society as well.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: If we could ask the
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          2  Clerk to read the proclamation.

          3                 CLERK: Council, City of New York,

          4  Proclamation.

          5                 The Council of the City of New York

          6  is pleased and proud to honor SHARE for its

          7  distinguished service to the City and the community;

          8  and

          9                 Whereas: For almost 30 years, SHARE

         10  has provided an immediate face of survivorship to

         11  hundreds of thousands of women diagnosed with breast

         12  or ovarian cancer whose first thought is often "I'm

         13  going to die"; and

         14                 Whereas: All of SHARE's survivor-led

         15  hotlines, support groups, education & wellness

         16  programs and advocacy activities are provided free

         17  of charge; and

         18                 Whereas: SHARE serves more than

         19  30,000 women, their friends and family from the five

         20  boroughs of New York City; and

         21                 Whereas: SHARE

         22  's philosophy and programmatic initiatives break

         23  down barriers between people and build connections;

         24  and

         25                 Whereas: SHARE encourages its
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          2  survivor community to break the silence and to make

          3  their voices heard; and

          4                 Whereas: SHARE's model of self-help

          5  support promotes the empowerment of those affected

          6  by breast or ovarian cancer; and

          7                 Whereas: During the week of May

          8  16-22, 2004, SHARE's constituents throughout the

          9  city will be engaging in activities to promote

         10  awareness of SHARE's free services, break the

         11  silence surrounding breast and ovarian cancer, show

         12  a face of survivorship and support SHARE's service

         13  delivery; and

         14                 Whereas: On behalf of all New

         15  Yorkers, we salute SHARE, and urge all citizens of

         16  the city to participate in this worthy cause; now,

         17  therefore

         18                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         19  City of New York hereby proclaims May 16-22, 2004

         20  as:

         21                 SHARE A WEEK in the City of New York.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Yes, we are so

         23  grateful for all you've done to help the women and

         24  the men and everyone else in this City of New York.

         25                 Would one of you like to say a few
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          2  words?

          3                 PARTICIPANT: Thank you for the honor.

          4  We are proud to be in this City and to be able to

          5  provide services free of charge to the residents

          6  throughout this City.

          7                 This is an exciting week for us of

          8  activities, they are going on in all the boroughs.

          9  People are doing all kinds of things to raise

         10  awareness about the existence of SHARE and its

         11  ability to provide support services for all those

         12  affected by breast or ovarian cancer.

         13                 I do want to say, in a more sobering

         14  moment, that yesterday two SHARE women died, both of

         15  breast cancer, after a long fight with that illness.

         16                 Many people say that breast cancer

         17  particularly has become a more chronic disease, that

         18  people are living longer with it.

         19                 That, of course, is still not the

         20  case with ovarian cancer.

         21                 But I think we cannot forget that the

         22  mortality rate for breast and ovarian cancer is

         23  exceedingly high, and we need to make certain that

         24  there is a reduction in the health disparities that

         25  exist in this City and in this country, and that all
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          2  women and men have access to the kind of health care

          3  that is absolutely necessary in order to make a

          4  difference in their lives.

          5                 SHARE is here to help make that

          6  happen, and that is one of our major future goals,

          7  to make sure that we can really provide access to

          8  health care and support services for all peoples in

          9  this City.

         10                 So, thank you very much for this

         11  recognition. It's very, very appreciated.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. Thank you.

         13                 Council Member Barron, I know you

         14  have a number of special guests. We have an

         15  opportunity to honor someone postomously, and I want

         16  you to ask them to come forward.

         17                 Council Member Barron.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you very

         19  much, Speaker Miller. I want the life of Richie

         20  Perez, who passed recently, he was a real soldier in

         21  the struggle, and I want you to give the spirit of

         22  Richie Perez a big handclap as his family comes

         23  forward to honor him.

         24                 Thank you very much.

         25                 I wanted to say as his family and
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          2  friends and supporters come forward, and as my

          3  colleagues come to join us, Richie Perez was

          4  special, very special to me. Richie Perez was a

          5  Young Lord, while I was a Black Panther. Richie

          6  Perez joined the Puerto Rican National Congress, I

          7  joined the Black United Front. Richie Perez went to

          8  Brooklyn College, I went to Hunter College, and

          9  we've always battled in the struggle together.

         10                 This was a brother who brought us all

         11  together, especially young people, training them,

         12  fighting police brutality. He was a trainer and

         13  gained the high respects of the Latin Kings groups

         14  and members and people that others had difficulties

         15  dealing with. Richie Perez politicized everybody.

         16  And Panama is here, a long-time member of the

         17  struggle as well. So, we perhaps should have done

         18  this while he was here. But he is gone now, and he's

         19  resting with Malcolm X and Don Pedro Albesos Compos

         20  (phonetic), and he's resting with Harriet Tubman and

         21  Martin Luther King.

         22                 So, we say to Richie, rest in peace,

         23  and we honor you today.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: If the Clerk could

         25  read the proclamation.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Council, City of

          3  New York, Proclamation.

          4                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          5  New York is proud and pleased to honor the works,

          6  achievements and sacrifice of Richie Perez; and

          7                 Whereas: Today we pay homage to one

          8  of the nation's greatest advocate, a community

          9  leader and longtime activist in the struggle for

         10  global social justice and human right; and

         11                 Whereas: A former Young Lord and

         12  National Congress of Puerto Rican Rights co-founder,

         13  Richie Perez brought a unique sense of zeal and

         14  operational unity in building coalitions across

         15  racial, ethnic communities in New York City and

         16  beyond in his fight against policy brutality and for

         17  Puerto Rican Independence; and

         18                 Whereas: For over 20 years Richie

         19  worked at the community Service Society (CSS). Since

         20  1992, he served as Director of Political Development

         21  Designing and overseeing voter registration

         22  assisting local groups providing, training, and

         23  community organizing and tactics; and

         24                 Whereas: In the movement for social

         25  justice and self-determination Richie was considered
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          2  a multi-talented freedom fighter whose range and

          3  vision encompassed the fight against Gentrification

          4  and for local communities empowering themselves by

          5  building model housing; and

          6                 Whereas: Mr. Perez has written and

          7  lectured extensively teaching college courses on

          8  Puerto Rican urban experience, the mass media, US

          9  social policy and the history of the labor and civil

         10  rights movements at Richmond, Brooklyn and Hunter

         11  Colleges, College of New Rochelle, Empire, City

         12  College and other; and

         13                 Whereas: Mr. Perez has been

         14  interviewed on 60 Minutes, NYI's Road to City Hall,

         15  Like It Is, Positively Black, and Tiempo; and

         16                 Whereas: It is the triumphs and

         17  unwavering efforts of individuals like Richie Perez,

         18  that have advanced the human rights and liberation

         19  struggle at large; now, therefore

         20                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         21  City of New York most gratefully honors RICHIE PEREZ

         22  for his years of outstanding service to the City and

         23  the community.

         24                 Charles Barron, Council Member, 42nd

         25  District, Brooklyn; Hiram Monserrate, Council Member
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          2  21st District, Queens.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: We are so grateful

          4  and honored to have you here with us, and we

          5  appreciate all that he did during his life, and his

          6  wife Martha is here. Maybe Mrs. Perez, would you

          7  like to say a few words?

          8                 MRS. PEREZ: Thank you, Councilman

          9  Barron, Speaker Gifford. And thank you, our

         10  activists, our friends, our family.

         11                 I want to tell you that it's so

         12  fitting that you chose to give Richie this honor on

         13  Malcolm's birthday.

         14                 Richie loved Malcolm. He taught us

         15  about Malcolm. Malcolm's words resonated in his

         16  life's work. Some of those words pledging unity,

         17  promoting justice and transcending compromise were

         18  words that he put into everything he did.

         19                 I want you to know that we really

         20  thank you for this honor today, and we've been

         21  receiving a lot of honors for Richie, but I can't

         22  take plaques, awards, honors, to the mothers and

         23  shattered families that are shattered by police

         24  brutality or racism. What I can take is that pledge

         25  of unity, justice and not accepting compromise, and
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          2  we need your help to do that.

          3                 I thank you very much for this honor.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. Thank you

          5  for giving voice to him. Thank you.

          6                 Council Member Gioia, I know you have

          7  some special guests, and we'd like to have you

          8  introduce them and ask them to come forward.

          9                 Council Member Gioia.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you very

         11  much, Mr. Speaker.

         12                 I'd like all of us to give a warm

         13  welcome to the corps group from City Year. Let's

         14  have a round of applause for City Year, please.

         15                 Well, thank you all. The Speaker just

         16  asked if I had been here before, because I didn't

         17  know the process, how to do this.

         18                 But I'm so pleased all of you have

         19  come down here today, and ladies and gentlemen, let

         20  me just tell you, what you see before you is

         21  everything that is right about the City, and

         22  everything that is right about this country. You see

         23  the founding corps group of City Year New York City.

         24  This is an urban peace corps. They go out each and

         25  every single day and improve the communities, the
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          2  neighborhoods that they are in by helping school

          3  children, by helping senior citizens, by really

          4  creating an environment that makes people want to

          5  learn and welcomes people to a neighborhood.

          6                 Truly each and every one of you

          7  should be extraordinarily proud of yourselves, and

          8  proud of the work you've done, from tutoring

          9  children to coming to my neighborhood and handing

         10  out turkeys for Thanksgiving to families that really

         11  can't afford to have the kind of meal that they

         12  should have on Thanksgiving.

         13                 You have done good work, and you've

         14  sent forth ripples of hope that will live long past

         15  you wearing a red jacket to work every day, and long

         16  past truly even our lifetimes. So, you should all be

         17  congratulated for all of your hard work.

         18                 Good luck in your careers next year

         19  and let me tell you, as someone who has a City Year

         20  alum who works with me, you, wherever you go,

         21  whether you be onto college or onto the workforce or

         22  onto the private or public sector, you're going to

         23  be a real force there, and keep up every single

         24  lesson you learned in City Year and bring it to that

         25  workplace, and thank you very much.
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          2                 With that I give it to the Speaker of

          3  the City Council, Gifford Miller.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Council

          5  Member Gioia. If we could ask the clerk to read the

          6  proclamation.

          7                 CLERK: Council, City of New York,

          8  Proclamation.

          9                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         10  New York is pleased and proud to honor City Year New

         11  York's founding corps of young leaders; and

         12                 Whereas: For the past year, City Year

         13  New York has united a diverse group of passionate 17

         14  to 24 year olds who have committed one year of their

         15  life to the strengthening of our City, schools and

         16  communities; and

         17                 Whereas: Each day, City Year New York

         18  corps members are demonstrating the role our young

         19  leaders can play as we pursue stronger schools,

         20  safer after-school programs and a more engaged

         21  citizenry; and

         22                 Whereas: City Year New York's young

         23  leaders have impacted the lives of thousands of New

         24  York's public school children and have mobilized New

         25  Yorkers in transformational community service
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          2  projects that have revitalized parks, beautified

          3  schools, and improved community-based organizations;

          4  and

          5                 Whereas: City Year New York is

          6  successfully expanding and promoting the national

          7  service movement, formulating a public-private

          8  partnership that can serve as a model for effective

          9  engagement of youth in our City's school system; and

         10                 Whereas: City year New York's

         11  founding corps will soon graduate and join City

         12  year's seven thousand proud alumni who each day

         13  demonstrate their commitment to active citizenship

         14  and a lifetime of service as leaders in the public,

         15  private and not-for-profit sectors; therefore,

         16                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         17  City of New York honors CITY YEAR NEW YORK'S

         18  FOUNDING CORPS for their outstanding contributions

         19  to our City.

         20                 Gifford Miller, Speaker for the

         21  Entire Council; Eric Gioia, Council Member; Philip

         22  Reed, Council Member; Robert Jackson, Council

         23  Member; Alan Gerson, Council Member; Jose Serrano,

         24  Council Member; Helen Diane Foster, Council Member.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: We really appreciate
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          2  all the work that you do everyday, and we're excited

          3  to have you here to have the chance to honor you.

          4                 I know your Executive Director, Ken

          5  Grath, is here. Maybe perhaps he can say a few

          6  words.

          7                 Ken, thank you.

          8                 MS. GRATH: Thank you. Thank you so

          9  much for this honor today.

         10                 I am pleased to present to you the

         11  founding corps of City Year New York.

         12                 They have dedicated a year of their

         13  lives to serving New York City. They tutor our kids

         14  in the schools, they run after school programs, and

         15  they lead others. They lead citizens in community

         16  service projects. We are extremely proud of these

         17  young people who have given a year of their life to

         18  serve New York, and all of us should give them a

         19  round of applause for their service.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Congratulations.

         21  Thank you.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         23  please.

         24                 Can we have the Stated Meeting of May

         25  19th come to order, please. Roll call.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Present.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

                                                            21

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Present.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: I'm here.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I'd like to

          9  ask you to please turn off all your cell phones.

         10  Thank you.

         11                 Invocation to be delivered by Pastor

         12  Mitchell Taylor, Center of Hope International, in

         13  Long Island City.

         14                 All rise.

         15                 PASTOR TAYLOR: I want to thank

         16  Councilman Gioia, who is very proactive in our

         17  district in Long Island City, for inviting me today.

         18  And to Speaker Miller and to Betsy Gotbaum, we thank

         19  you for this opportunity.

         20                 Queens is one of the most diverse

         21  boroughs in New York City, 2.2 million people, 17

         22  public housing developments, and we have one of the

         23  largest ones in Long Island City, QueensBridge

         24  Houses, in which we have one of the most proactive

         25  and largest churches in Long Island City, the Center
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          2  of Hope International, and we're grateful to be here

          3  to deliver this invocation. Let's bow our heads.

          4                 Heavenly Father, we thank you for

          5  this opportunity to come and to share and to discuss

          6  the great business of this City;

          7                 We pray your blessings and your

          8  wisdom upon those that are gathered; and we pray

          9  that we would centralize our thoughts for the better

         10  good and the greater good for the communities at

         11  large.

         12                 We thank you now, amen.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Motion to

         14  spread the Invocation. Council Member Gioia.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you,

         16  Madam Public Advocate.

         17                 I make a motion to spread that

         18  eloquent invocation in full upon the record.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         20  Member Gale Brewer.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I would like

         22  to say that Brandeis High School is in the house in

         23  the balcony. A civics class headed up by Harvey

         24  Lichtman. Brandeis High School is on West 84th

         25  Street, and they have been here all morning learning
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          2  about the City, met with Winton Marcellis at Lincoln

          3  Center, and the school is turning around, much

          4  thanks to the students' teachers and principal.

          5                 Thank you, Brandeis High School for

          6  being here today.

          7                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member Leroy Comrie, would you like to make your

         10  vote?

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Yes, Madam

         12  Public Advocate, today is my son's seventh birthday

         13  and I would like to get back to Queens in order to

         14  pick him up from school. I'd like permission to vote

         15  on all calendared items so I may be excused.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you very

         18  much.

         19                 I vote aye on all. Thank you all very

         20  much.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Adoption of

         22  the minutes.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Madam Public

         24  Advocate, I move that the minutes of the Stated

         25  Meeting of April 21st, 2004, be adopted as printed.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          3                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

          6  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

          9  and Communications.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         12  Call-Ups.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 113 through M

         14  119.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         16  Call-Up vote, right? Yes, it is. We did all of them?

         17  All right, let's get right to the call. I'd like to

         18  ask the clerk to call the roll on all items coupled

         19  on the Call-Up vote.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Yes on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Madam Public

          6  Advocate, may I be excused?

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Thank you.

          9                 As a former Executive Director, this

         10  is in reference to Intro. 352, as the former

         11  Executive Director of a CBO, I know how cumbersome

         12  and tedious the Vendex process can be.

         13                 Most agencies require the constant

         14  filing of Vendex.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member Gonzalez, we're in the roll call.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Oh, sorry.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here. Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         15                 (No response.)

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Yes on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye to all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         13  Call-Ups were adopted by a vote of 47 in the

         14  affirmative, zero in the negative.

         15                 Communication from the Speaker.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, we're

         17  doing a couple of important things today, and I

         18  wanted to share them with you and with the public.

         19                 The first thing we're doing today is

         20  overriding the Mayor's veto of Intro. 179, the Fair

         21  Fines Bill for homeowners.

         22                 This is common sense legislation that

         23  simply puts homeowners in the same position that

         24  commercial establishments have been in for years by

         25  requiring the Department of Sanitation to notify
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          2  residents as to the times that they will be in their

          3  neighborhood to determine if they have kept their

          4  sidewalks clear of litter.

          5                 Everybody wants clean streets in this

          6  City. But people shouldn't have to sit at home and

          7  stare out their window 24 hours a day in order to be

          8  sure that they're complying with a reasonable

          9  regulation.

         10                 It is not too much to ask the

         11  Department of Sanitation to give the same kind of

         12  notice to residents that they give to business

         13  owners.

         14                 In fact, it's the right thing to do,

         15  and I appreciate the support of all my colleagues,

         16  and particularly want to single out Council Member

         17  Simcha Felder who is the prime sponsor of this

         18  legislation for this very reasonable and common

         19  sense approach.

         20                 And I just want to note this for the

         21  record here, as we pass this. That in no way does

         22  Intro. 197 suggest the summonses must be issued

         23  during those routing hours.

         24                 The Department of Sanitation has the

         25  same discretion under this legislation that they had
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          2  before. All it does, and in fact it doesn't limit

          3  the Environmental Control Board's ability to reduce

          4  or dismiss fines that are issued by the Department

          5  of Sanitation.

          6                 All this does is say what all of us

          7  should know, which is that you can only have a law

          8  that's reasonable to comply with. If you have

          9  unreasonable laws, you won't get compliance.

         10                 And this is so simple. People really

         11  shouldn't fear that every time they leave their home

         12  to go to church or to go to work, or to go visit a

         13  loved one, that the Department of Sanitation is

         14  going to come by, somebody will have between that

         15  time dropped something on the sidewalk and write

         16  them a ticket. It's beyond their control. This

         17  places it directly in the control, it's reasonable,

         18  and I'm glad the Council will be overriding it.

         19                 I also want to note that we are

         20  passing today a passage of legislation to make City

         21  procurement more cost effective, less paper based

         22  and more sensitive to the needs of human service

         23  providers, and by extension, to their clients.

         24                 This critically important package of

         25  legislation really deals with the kinds of problems
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          2  that have been in our contracting process for

          3  decades and have gone unmet.

          4                 This Council is stepping forward for

          5  the second time to pass major procurement reform

          6  legislation, reducing redundant steps in the current

          7  procurement process, streamlining the process which

          8  will save money and encourage more people to come in

          9  and bet on our services.

         10                 Really, there are so many people that

         11  just think it's not worth it to do business with the

         12  City of New York. This package of legislation will

         13  expand the number of people that will bid, hopefully

         14  including minority woman-owned businesses, which we

         15  need to do a much better job of contracting with,

         16  and also I must say very importantly, deal with the

         17  needs of human service providers. In particular,

         18  non-profits which have contracts with the City are

         19  regularly asked for additional paperwork, have their

         20  contracts held up and held up and held up.

         21                 As a result, they have to borrow

         22  money to cover the costs of administering the

         23  services which the City has contracted with them to

         24  provide, and it costs them money, and it costs all

         25  of us as New Yorkers services that we need.

                                                            34

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 This bill, and these series of bills

          3  put into place important safeguards to say that if

          4  the contracting process takes too long the City will

          5  pay a penalty.

          6                 For the first time they'll be real

          7  incentive for the City of New York to do business

          8  absolutely the way everybody else in New York does

          9  business.

         10                 This is a critically important reform

         11  and I'm very proud of it.

         12                 And the person I want to particularly

         13  thank for leading and shepherding it through is the

         14  Chair of the Contracts Committee, Robert Jackson,

         15  and ask him to say a few words.

         16                 Council Member Jackson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         18  Speaker Miller. And my colleagues, good afternoon,

         19  and members of the audience.

         20                 Since I assumed the Chair of the

         21  Contracts Committee, we have conducted oversight

         22  hearings regarding the City's procurement process

         23  focusing on inefficiencies, and the effects of these

         24  inefficiencies, particularly as it relates to human

         25  services contractors.
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          2                 It has been a goal of our Committee,

          3  and according to the testimony and statements made

          4  by Mayor Bloomberg, one shared with this

          5  Administration, that City procurement be more cost

          6  effective, less paper-based and more sensitive to

          7  the needs of human services providers, and by

          8  extension to their clients the people of the City of

          9  New York.

         10                 The reform package that you will have

         11  in front of you today for a vote will bring the City

         12  several steps toward these shared goals.

         13                 And you should know that we've

         14  discussed each bill in detail at our last hearing,

         15  raising the small purchase limits to authorizing the

         16  acceptance of an electronic bids, so I will not go

         17  into detail at this particular time. But it bears

         18  repeating that the measures we vote on today will

         19  save all New York City taxpayers money by helping to

         20  streamline the process and lower transaction and

         21  other costs, making New York City a better, more

         22  attractive business partner.

         23                 And Mr. Speaker, I would like to

         24  acknowledge all of the staff that have been involved

         25  with this, especially the Counsel of the Contracts
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          2  Committee, Robert Newman, and also the Deputy Chief

          3  of Staff Marcel, and also the Director of the

          4  Mayor's Office of Contract Services, Marla Simpson.

          5                 So, my colleagues, today we will vote

          6  on a reform package that will be good for New York

          7  City and save New York City taxpayers a lot of

          8  money.

          9                 Thank you very much.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, we

         11  have one more piece of business that I want to

         12  address before we go into the heart of the meeting;

         13  and that is, that sadly we are losing the Deputy

         14  Chief of Staff Cathy Torres. This is her final City

         15  Council meeting.

         16                 So, I'd like to ask Cathy to come up

         17  and other members to join me. We're going to give

         18  her a proclamation thanking her for her work.

         19                 Cathy.

         20                 Cathy, we are going to miss you so

         21  much. It has been such a privilege to work with you

         22  for the last two and a half years. We are so

         23  grateful for your service to every Council member,

         24  but I particularly want to speak for myself and say

         25  how appreciative I am of all of your hard work, your
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          2  intelligence, your compassion and your dedication to

          3  the people of the City of New York.

          4                 It's played itself out clearly in

          5  having had over the last two and a half years the

          6  most effective and productive and prolific Council

          7  in history, passing real pieces of legislation that

          8  make an enormous difference to millions of New

          9  Yorkers, it couldn't have been done without you.

         10                 Thank you so much for all your

         11  service to our City, and in particular to all of us

         12  here at the Council. We'll miss you and we love you

         13  and we wish you the very best.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 And if we could ask the Clerk to read

         16  the proclamation.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Council, City of

         18  New York, Proclamation.

         19                 Whereas: The Council honors Catherine

         20  Torres, who came to the Council in January 2002,

         21  under the leadership of Speaker Gifford Miller, at

         22  which time she was assigned as the Deputy Chief of

         23  Staff and Director of Human Services Division; and

         24                 Whereas: Before arriving at the

         25  Council, Catherine began her legal career at Hofstra
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          2  University School of Law, where she served as

          3  President of the Latino-American Law Students

          4  Association; and

          5                 Whereas: Additionally, Catherine

          6  served as Chief of Staff to Assemblyman Roberto

          7  Ramirez and, later, Executive Director of the Bronx

          8  Democratic County Committee, where she was

          9  instrumental in managing and coordinating Bronx

         10  city, statewide and congressional campaign

         11  operations; and

         12                 Whereas: In her position at the

         13  Council, Catherine was responsible for overseeing

         14  the legislative and policy work of the committees of

         15  the Human Services Division, including the Health

         16  Committee, Education Committee, Aging Committee,

         17  Women's Issues Committee and Oversight and

         18  Investigations Committee; and

         19                 Whereas: Significant pieces of

         20  legislation were passed by the Council under

         21  Catherine's supervision, including expanding women's

         22  access to emergency contraception, regulating the

         23  practices of child support collection agencies,

         24  strengthening protections for domestic workers,

         25  amending the Smoke Free Air Act and increasing
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          2  income eligibility levels to allow seniors and

          3  persons with disabilities to remain in affordable

          4  housing; and

          5                 Whereas: During her tenure at the

          6  Council, Catherine was particularly instrumental in

          7  addressing issues impacting women, such as domestic

          8  violence and sexual assault; and

          9                 Whereas: Catherine is a dedicated

         10  professional whose door was always open for staff

         11  and who worked hard to serve the Council and the

         12  people of the City of New York; and

         13                 Whereas: Catherine will be missed for

         14  her true commitment to public service, welcoming

         15  smile, sincere warmth and nurturing spirit; now,

         16  therefore

         17                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         18  City of New York recognizes CATHERINE TORRES for her

         19  dedication and service and wishes her well in all

         20  her future endeavors. Gifford Miller, Speaker for

         21  the Entire Council.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         23                 Cathy, we would love it if you would

         24  say a few words.

         25                 MS. TORRES: Well, first I want to say
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          2  thank you to the Speaker for the opportunity to work

          3  here as one of your Deputy Chief of Staff. It's been

          4  a great work experience. All of the members, and to

          5  all of the staff on every level, I want to say I

          6  will be forever indebted to you for your gracious

          7  welcome here, for the great opportunity to work with

          8  you and for everything I've learned from you and

          9  what you've taught me.

         10                 I wish you all the best.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I'd like to

         14  introduce the real Allan Jennings. Mr. Jennings,

         15  would you stand up and let us greet you. This is

         16  Council Member Allan Jennings' father.

         17                 Thank you, and welcome.

         18                 Discussion of General Orders.

         19                 Council Member Jackson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Madam Chair,

         21  I'll waive my opportunity. I had the opportunity

         22  during the Speaker which allowed me. But just we're

         23  going to vote on the bill. Thank you very much.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         25  nobody else. Oh, Council Member Gonzalez, okay.

                                                            41

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Thank you,

          3  Madam Public Advocate.

          4                 I'd like to speak on Intro. 352. As

          5  the former director of a CBO, I know how cumbersome

          6  and tedious the Vendex process can be. Most agencies

          7  require the constant file in the Vendex. Vendex has

          8  information on vender responsibility and is required

          9  every time a vendor submits a proposal or a bid. The

         10  process is inefficient, costly and confusing.

         11                 Intro. 352 addresses all of that.

         12                 It lessens the burden of contractors,

         13  subcontractors, that they will be required to submit

         14  and resubmit forms and updates every three years.

         15                 I urge my colleagues to support

         16  Intro. 352. We all work hard. We need to work

         17  smarter. Thank you.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member Brewer.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you.

         21                 I just want to thank Council Member

         22  Jackson, and also the wonderful staff about

         23  reporting on-line contracting. 28-A, 29-A and Reso

         24  13. Just for your information, we started two years

         25  ago, when we first introduced these bills, reverse
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          2  auction, sort of the e-bay for government, as well

          3  as making sure that there is contracting information

          4  downloadable, send-backable. We were originally told

          5  no by this Administration. I think that the fact

          6  that we now have a pilot on reverse auction, which

          7  is the e-bay that I just discussed, our style that

          8  there is a better, Marla Simpson is doing a much

          9  better job in that office and is making a

         10  difference.

         11                 So, I urge you to vote for these,

         12  bringing New York City even closer to some of the

         13  other municipalities and definitely into the next

         14  century helping small business and non-profits.

         15                 Thank you very much.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         17  nobody else -- oh, Council Member Fidler.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I'm hard to

         19  miss.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: You wanted

         21  to come at the end we thought.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: No. I want to

         23  speak on the contracts package, and I certainly urge

         24  my colleagues to vote for each and every one of

         25  these.
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          2                 In the two and a half some odd years

          3  I've been a member of the Council, I don't know how

          4  many times we've seen an RFP come out in human

          5  services area, which has been amended, refined,

          6  explained, and sometimes withdrawn because the

          7  process didn't allow for appropriate public comment

          8  and input before the RFP was introduced.

          9                 As a sponsor of Intro. 46-A, I

         10  believe that that measure will reduce sharply the

         11  number of times that that's going to happen in the

         12  future.

         13                 I know that this is not sexy and I

         14  don't expect to see it on page one, but I think that

         15  this package of contract procurement reforms that

         16  we're passing today is probably one of the most

         17  significant changes we have made in City government

         18  in our two years on the Council.

         19                 I want to thank Chairman Jackson. I

         20  want to thank Rob Newman and his staff, and I want

         21  to thank the speaker for his leadership in making

         22  this all happen, because we really are making a very

         23  important change in the way we do business in this

         24  City.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing
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          2  nobody else, telephones off please, Report of

          3  Special Committees.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Report of

          6  Standing Committees.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports on the

          8  Committee on Contracts.

          9                 Intro. 28-A.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         11  on the General Order Calendar.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 29-A.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         14  on the General Order Calendar.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 46-A.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         17  on the General Order Calendar.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 262.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         20  General Order Calendar.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 263.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 264.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 265-A.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

          3  on the General Order Calendar.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 348.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          6  General Order Calendar.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 349.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 352.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 353.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 362.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reso 13.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         17  General Order Calendar.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reso. 36.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         21  Committee on Land Use.

         22                 LU 57 and companion Reso 374.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         24  General Order Calendar.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 58 and
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          2  companion Reso 375.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 90 and

          5  companion Reso 376.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 94 and

          8  companion Reso 377.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed

         10  pursuant to letter of withdrawal.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 96 and

         12  companion Reso 378.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         14  General Order Calendar.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 101 and

         16  companion Reso 379.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 121 and

         19  companion Reso 380.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 126 and

         22  companion Reso 381.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 127 and

         25  companion Reso 382.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 137 and

          4  companion Reso 383.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 140 and

          7  companion Reso 384.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 141 and

         10  companion Reso 385.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 142 and

         13  companion Reso 386.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         15  General Order Calendar.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         17  LU 145 and companion Reso 387.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         20  Committee on Sanitation and Solid Waste Management.

         21                 Intro. 179.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         23  General Order Calendar.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 99.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

          3  Order Calendar.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 138.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          6  General Order Calendar.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro 143-A.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 188-A.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution

         12  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         14  General Order Calendar.

         15                 At this point I would ask the clerk

         16  to call the roll on all items coupled on the General

         17  Order Calendar.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Intro. 179,

         19  Citywide routing system, override language. Shall

         20  the bill pass the objection of the Mayor

         21  notwithstanding.

         22                 Roll call.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Permission to

          5  be marked present.

          6                 Yes on all Land Use Call-Ups, and yes

          7  on all General Order.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I vote yes on

         12  all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Permission

         15  to explain my vote?

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: I just want

         18  to say that Resolution 37, I truly support it and I

         19  am glad that I was on it originally.

         20                 We had a situation --

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         22  Member Gonzalez, it's not on now. The resolution

         23  part. We haven't gotten there yet.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all

         10  items.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: May I be

         11  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Before voting

         14  aye on all, I want to very much salute the work of

         15  the Contracts Committee to look -- as you look

         16  through the agenda, it's certainly a number of bills

         17  that we're voting on today that relate to the

         18  contracts process, and they're all the results of

         19  the hard work of the chair and the members of the

         20  Committee and the staff, and I really want to thank

         21  Chairperson Jackson, and Rob Newman and the other

         22  staff to the Committee for moving forward so many

         23  important contract initiatives somebody else said

         24  they may not be the sexiest of bills, but they are

         25  very, very important in streamlining the process,
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          2  speeding up services and saving the City money.

          3                 I vote aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Yes to all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all,

         22  except 143-A, which I abstain.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you.

          5  Madam Chair, may I be excused to explain my vote?

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Just on two

          8  pieces of legislation in particular, I just want to

          9  thank my colleague, our colleague Simcha Felder for

         10  his very important bill.

         11                 I have already heard from many of my

         12  constituents how happy and glad they are that they

         13  don't have to worry that they're going to get a

         14  ticket when they leave home and come back from work

         15  at the end of the day, that somehow during the day

         16  they got a ticket and these are people to whom that

         17  has happened.

         18                 So, Simcha Felder saw a problem, he

         19  identified the solution, he solved it, that's

         20  exactly what Council Members are here to do. I

         21  commend him for it.

         22                 And I also want to commend my

         23  colleague Lew Fidler for his very important piece of

         24  procurement reform legislation, and I also want to,

         25  of course, acknowledge the valuable role the
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          2  Citizens' Budget Commission played in providing some

          3  of the analysis for our procurement reform agenda,

          4  and I vote aye proudly on all items.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: I'd like to

          8  change my vote on Intro. 143-A to an abstention.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

         18  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

         19  vote of 50 in the affirmative, zero in the negative

         20  and zero abstentions, with the exception of Intro.

         21  143-A, which was adopted by a vote of 48 in the

         22  affirmative, zero in the negative, two abstentions.

         23                 Revised Land Use Call-Ups were

         24  adopted by a vote of 50 in the affirmative and zero

         25  in the negative.
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          2                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: All items are

          4  referred to the Committee as indicated on the

          5  schedule.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

          7  of Resolutions.

          8                 Council Member Gonzalez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: I would like

         10  to speak on Resolution 37-A. It's amended resolution

         11  urging the Mayor and the City agencies to comply

         12  with Charter Section 312-A, which requires agencies

         13  to conduct a cost benefit analysis prior to making a

         14  decision to prioritize City services and in

         15  particular urging the City to abandon its current

         16  efforts to privatize the custodial workforce in New

         17  York schools, and instead to continue expand the use

         18  of unionized civil service custodial workforce by

         19  rehiring civil service custodian engineers in

         20  schools currently using private contractors.

         21                 I have an article with me that came

         22  out in the Daily News yesterday. It's a school in my

         23  district. Unfortunately there was a situation there,

         24  an arrest, of a young person, actually an employee

         25  who was hired by a private contractor. He had 96
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          2  bags of heroin in his car. So, I just want to say

          3  that more so I support this reso, and I truly

          4  believe that it is our responsibility as legislators

          5  to ensure that our children are safe.

          6                 Thank you.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          8  Council member.

          9                 Council Member Jackson.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         11  Madam Chair.

         12                 I rise to speak on Reso 37-A. This is

         13  about the custodians and the fact that the City of

         14  New York Department of Education are contracting out

         15  jobs as civil service employees, unionized

         16  employees, and, in fact, the Committee held a

         17  hearing on this issue at the end of March, and what

         18  we learned at that hearing only made us more certain

         19  of the correctness of our position.

         20                 New York City should not privatize

         21  unless it can prove that it's physically responsible

         22  to do so.

         23                 In the case of school custodians, the

         24  City simply has not met this burden. In fact, we

         25  found out according to its own numbers, the City
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          2  spends more on private contractors than on civil

          3  service custodians.

          4                 So, we urge Mayor Bloomberg, by this

          5  resolution, to abandon this ill-advised

          6  privatization effort.

          7                 So, I ask all my colleagues to

          8  support an affirmative Resolution 37-A.

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         11  Member Barron.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

         13  Madam Chair. I just wanted to lend my voice to all

         14  three resolutions, 37-A. Certainly we need to stop

         15  out-sourcing and do some in-sourcing, and hire the

         16  people in our neighborhoods and in our country, or

         17  this country.

         18                 And then resolution 318, we need to

         19  respect our security officers. This is, security

         20  officers, they are some of the most hardest workers,

         21  disrespected, underpaid workers in some of the most

         22  horrendous conditions, so I'm honored to support

         23  that resolution.

         24                 And finally, today is the 19th of

         25  May, Malcolm X's birthday, and the resolution
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          2  commemorating the 79th birthday of Malcolm X, we all

          3  should support. He was a great African American who

          4  did much to deliberate his people and liberate the

          5  conscience of America. So we say happy birthday to

          6  the spirit of Malcolm X.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  Member Weprin.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you.

         10                 I, too, stand in support of Reso 37-A

         11  against the privatization of custodial services.

         12  There's an old saying, "if it ain't broke, don't fix

         13  it."

         14                 In my district in Northeast Queens,

         15  our custodians in our schools are not broken and

         16  don't need any fixing.

         17                 In fact, our custodians go above and

         18  beyond the call of duty on a daily basis. They are

         19  responsible for setting the tone of the building so

         20  important to a child's education.

         21                 Let me tell you about an incident in

         22  MS 74 in Bayside. In my district, where a unionized

         23  custodian passed away, who was privatized by a

         24  private company Tempco, and the parents urged the

         25  school, it urged the Board of Ed, Department of
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          2  Education, to do a background check on the temporary

          3  custodian that they got from the private company,

          4  after weeks and weeks of urging they finally did a

          5  background check and discovered that he had a

          6  criminal background for illegal weapon possession.

          7                 We have to put our children before

          8  profits. I urge you to support the resolution.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         10  Council member.

         11                 Council Member Addabbo.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Thank you,

         13  Madam Public Advocate.

         14                 Colleagues, I call upon support for

         15  two resolutions, 37-A and Reso 318.

         16                 With regard to custodial workers, you

         17  know, since our March 30th hearing that civil

         18  service and labor and contracts had, Department of

         19  Education has not proven one ounce that

         20  privatization will save the City any money, but we

         21  can never, ever, and should never compare the cost

         22  of saving for services when you compare the lives of

         23  our children at stake in our schools.

         24                 We should never compare the two. And

         25  our private, public custodial workers, they're not
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          2  motivated by profit, but by the mere desire to serve

          3  the schools and the community. They're not

          4  accountable to some outside contractor but are held

          5  accountable to principals, parents and teachers and

          6  the community. So, therefore, I do support 37-A as a

          7  sponsor.

          8                 And with regard to security officers,

          9  you know, our lives have changed a lot since 9/11,

         10  and we have increased awareness for criminal and

         11  terrorist activity, and these security officers put

         12  their lives on the line every day, and I want to

         13  thank them throughout the City providing

         14  professionalism and protection for our residents.

         15                 Thank you so much.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         17                 Council Member Perkins.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         19  very much.

         20                 I want to rise and obviously support

         21  Reso 332, recognizing that today is Malcolm X's 79th

         22  birthday, and it's a very, very important occasion.

         23                 It just so happens that we also

         24  recognize two other great people, and it's so

         25  appropriate that they will be recognized on Malcolm
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          2  X's birthday, Richie Perez, as well as Keith Kyler,

          3  two examples of the Malcolm X experience, that have

          4  been represented in New York City's politics and

          5  government.

          6                 I also want to take a moment to

          7  support security officers, there's probably no more

          8  district that has more security officers than my

          9  district in Manhattan, and we know the important

         10  role they play in terms of protecting our family and

         11  protecting our children. They deserve every dollar

         12  that they demand.

         13                 And last, but not least,

         14  privatization has not proven to be the answer, as

         15  far as our custodial services are concerned. And I

         16  want to make sure that my voice is clear in support

         17  of Reso 37-A as well.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member Sanders.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you,

         21  Madam Public Advocate.

         22                 I rise on Malcolm X's birthday to do

         23  what he would have done were he here, and that of

         24  course is to support two of the groups that he was

         25  very concerned about. And both are oppressed in
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          2  their own way.

          3                 When we speak about custodial

          4  workers, we have to speak about people who really

          5  are doing a fine service to the City in making sure

          6  that our schools stay in the shape that it is.

          7                 If the City can prove that these

          8  for-profit organizations do a better job, then they

          9  need to turn over the proof and turn it over

         10  yesterday, because they have yet to do this. And

         11  when we speak, of course, about our security

         12  officers, we're speaking of people who are putting

         13  their life on the line every single day, and, yet,

         14  many times these folks are not the ones with the

         15  guns, don't have this, don't have that, and yet are

         16  called upon and do some of the things that our

         17  officers would be proud.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time,

         19  Council member.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: I'm in

         21  support of both of these.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         23  Member Boyland.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Thank you.

         25                 I rise today for two special reasons.
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          2  One being to congratulate Bob Jackson, who worked

          3  very diligently with my office to really streamline

          4  the process of non-for-profit organizations, being

          5  able to really galvanize some of the dollars quickly

          6  to do the hard work that they do on the ground

          7  within our communities.

          8                 There is nothing like a

          9  community-based organization that has run out of

         10  money to pay staff members to provide services,

         11  whether it is through senior centers, day care or

         12  whatever, they have to go to a bank in order to

         13  sustain its daily payroll, because the City has not

         14  relinquished the funding towards them.

         15                 So, I thank Bob Jackson today for his

         16  efforts and we are now moving forward to helping

         17  those organizations that are on the ground and

         18  grassroots.

         19                 Secondly, Intro. 366, which is a

         20  local law to amend --

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         22  member, I think you're in the wrong part.

         23                 We're on the resolutions.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: I'm bouncing

         25  over to the domestic violence piece.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: That comes

          3  later.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Thank you

          5  very much. Then I'll save my speech for later on

          6  domestic violence.

          7                 Thank you very much.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: A very

          9  important issue.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Thank you.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         12  Member Seabrook.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Thank you

         14  very much, Madam President.

         15                 I rise today on this occasion for the

         16  celebration and birthday for Brother Malcolm X, and

         17  one of the things that Malcolm X would have said if

         18  he was here today, that as we stand and deliberate

         19  in this Chamber, he would have certainly been in

         20  support of those security officers who stand in

         21  front and stand at first response.

         22                 Because remember, we've all heard the

         23  cliche, call security so security can call a cop.

         24  So, therefore, we know, we know who is first

         25  response. And they respond without any weaponry,
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          2  because the dedication in which they have, and we

          3  owe them a debt of gratitude and respect.

          4                 So, in light of that, Malcolm would

          5  have said that we should pass this with deliberate

          6  speed and by any means necessary.

          7                 Happy birthday.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member Reed.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you, Madam

         11  Public Advocate.

         12                 I also wanted to lend my voice to all

         13  of those working men and women in New York City who

         14  I guess the Administration wants to take for

         15  granted.

         16                 I don't think that that, not only

         17  politically, but just from a standpoint of

         18  hard-working New Yorkers is the right thing to do.

         19                 I remember just last Administration

         20  when there was a discussion about privatizing the

         21  security at the City Hospital. That was a stupid

         22  plan, and it was a stupid plan to privatize

         23  custodians.

         24                 We need to stand up for the working

         25  men and women of this City, and say they are doing a
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          2  good job.

          3                 We like having our constituents

          4  feeling comfortable, feeling safe, understanding

          5  that their schools are well taken care of, I support

          6  all those resolutions. Thank you very much.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Excuse me.

          8  Could I ask our friends up there from 32BJ to hold

          9  your applause until the last Councilperson speaks?

         10                 Thank you very much. I appreciate

         11  that.

         12                 Council Member Clarke.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

         14  Madam Public Advocate.

         15                 I, too, am lending my voice to

         16  support for all three resolutions today.

         17                 I've been extremely concerned with

         18  the Administration's approach to dealing with the

         19  custodians in our public schools. The safety of our

         20  children just can't be compromised, and certainly

         21  they have not made the case for privatizing and for

         22  the security of those children, not knowing where

         23  these private firms hire their employees from. So,

         24  we are in full support of that resolution.

         25                 And then with regard to security
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          2  guards, I have an uncle who is a security guard, and

          3  it has been an entry for immigrants across the world

          4  to come into our system and be able to become a part

          5  of not only fulfilling the American dream, but

          6  providing a very valuable service to our citizenry,

          7  and this is the month that we should appreciate the

          8  work that they do. They are really unsung heroes.

          9                 And, of course, Malcolm X, what more

         10  need be said, he's been a hearing for many of us

         11  throughout this City and today we say happy birthday

         12  to his memory and his spirit.

         13                 Thank you very much, Public Advocate.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         15  Council member.

         16                 Speaker Miller.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: I just want to say

         18  that I also support this resolution, that it really

         19  doesn't seem like too much to ask to say that the

         20  Department of Education ought to figure out whether

         21  they're saving money when they claim their trying to

         22  save money. They ought to just actually look. This

         23  is a pretty reasonable provision, and unfortunately,

         24  it's not the way the Department of Education does

         25  work.
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          2                 They end up coming up with ideas that

          3  they don't test, that they don't take a look at,

          4  that they don't take a look at the facts, and then

          5  claiming it's about money.

          6                 If it really is about money, they

          7  ought to be able to show us how it's about money.

          8                 So, I also urge my colleagues to

          9  support this resolution, for the poor people that

         10  are doing a good job protecting our students and

         11  making our schools work.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member Gerson.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you,

         16  Madam Public Advocate.

         17                 I rise in support of all three

         18  resolutions. I wish to first address Resolution 318,

         19  of which I'm a proud co-sponsor.

         20                 We, in my district of Lower

         21  Manhattan, will always remember the critical

         22  importance in the role played by our security

         23  officers on 9/11 and the days immediately following.

         24  They were there to provide a helping hand to those

         25  in need when no one else was around. They provided
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          2  critical information. They provided comfort in a

          3  variety of ways. They are truly our first

          4  responders, they truly save lives as they uplifted

          5  spirits in our district and in our City beyond. The

          6  very least we can do to show our recognition, and

          7  our affection, is to designate this month as

          8  Security Officers Appreciation Month.

          9                 But that designation should lead all

         10  of us in the City to put action behind our words to

         11  support their quest for support and recognition and

         12  compensation which reflects the professionalism and

         13  the role they play and to integrate them fully into

         14  the emergency preparedness system.

         15                 I also support 37-A for all the

         16  reasons my colleague stated. Thank you very much.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  Member Lopez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes, I only

         20  would like to sign up to speak in support of Reso

         21  318.

         22                 I believe that all of us should be

         23  very aware, that when a human being choose to

         24  perform a job in which it's about the security of

         25  others, to protect the life of others, and to
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          2  protect the property of others, is a job that all of

          3  us should say thank you to that person for

          4  performing, because it's putting the life on the

          5  line. It's putting themself in a situation of danger

          6  in order to be kind to all of us. And it's for that

          7  reason that I believe that Reso 318 should be not

          8  passed today, but should have been passed long time

          9  ago.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         12  Member Martinez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         14  Madam Public Advocate.

         15                 I also want to speak in support of

         16  Reso 37-A, we're speaking of keeping or making our

         17  children, or not leaving any child behind, most

         18  definitely we have to consider the safety and

         19  security, and to have individuals in a school

         20  building that do not belong, and put at risk the

         21  safety and security of our children, is something

         22  that we all must stand against.

         23                 And I proudly support Reso 337-A. We

         24  must keep the structure the way it was. If it's not

         25  broke, as my colleague mentioned earlier, don't try
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          2  to fix it.

          3                 I also want to speak in support of

          4  Reso 318. It is appropriate for us not only to

          5  appreciate, but to thank the members of the security

          6  industry that are the front line for many New

          7  Yorkers, when we need safety, when we need somebody

          8  to guide us, especially when we need someone to

          9  instruct us in times of emergency.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time,

         11  Council member. You only get a minute with the

         12  resolutions. Sorry, I should have reminded you of

         13  that.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: I was just

         15  getting started.

         16                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: That's one

         18  minute for the resolutions.

         19                 Thank you, Council member.

         20                 Council Member McMahon.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you,

         22  Madam Public Advocate.

         23                 On the resolutions on the calendar

         24  today, I would just also like to say, regarding the

         25  school custodians, I urge the Department of

                                                            73

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Education and the Mayor to come into my district and

          3  visit each and every one of my schools, where the

          4  floors shine, where the schools are clean and where

          5  the custodians are much more than just someone who

          6  work in the school, they're part of the school

          7  family, and the action now to cut them out of the

          8  schools is totally unwarranted. In the longrun we

          9  know it's a hair-brained idea that will end up

         10  costing the City more money.

         11                 I would also like to say that I was

         12  proud this morning to pass Resolution 318 through my

         13  Committee, to let the men and women who keep us

         14  secure, the professionals who work every day, to let

         15  them know that we appreciate them. We appreciate

         16  their work. We appreciate what they do for us, and

         17  it's up to us to make sure they get a living wage,

         18  and I think many of us in this Council are committed

         19  to doing that.

         20                 And, so, we thank them for coming and

         21  let them know that we appreciate them very much.

         22                 Happy birthday to Malcolm X.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Gioia.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you very
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          2  much, Madam Public Advocate.

          3                 First, let me thank Pastor Mitchell

          4  Taylor who gave the Invocation today and has

          5  actually stayed for the entire Council meeting.

          6  Thank you very much, Pastor.

          7                 I would also like to thank all my

          8  brothers and sisters in 32BJ who have made the trip

          9  down here to City Hall today and stood up in the

         10  rain and fought for what we know is right, not only

         11  security officers are more and more important each

         12  and every single day in New York City, as we know

         13  every two-bid terrorist around the world has New

         14  York City in its cross-hairs, and the work you do is

         15  truly important to every single member of our City.

         16                 But more importantly, what you fight

         17  for, the right for workers to be treated with

         18  dignity and respect and to get an honest day's pay

         19  for an honest day's work is truly what binds us

         20  together as a nation, that spirit.

         21                 So, thank you very much for your

         22  effort, thank you for coming down here today. I look

         23  forward to fighting with you every step of the way

         24  til we get what's right.

         25                 Thank you very much.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member Vann.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes, thank you,

          5  Madam Public Advocate. I, too, would like to add my

          6  voice in support of the resolutions on the calendar,

          7  particularly school custodians and what is being

          8  projected for them by the Mayor.

          9                 Strong support for the security

         10  workers, professionals, as we all know and has been

         11  spoken about a lot today and full voice in support

         12  of them.

         13                 And I want to say happy birthday to

         14  Malcolm X. During my time there were a lot of civil

         15  right leaders, all of whom had an impact on my life,

         16  and I think perhaps of all of them, Malcolm X had

         17  the greatest impact in my thinking and in my

         18  development really became the conscience of this

         19  City and of this nation.

         20                 So, I would like to add my voice and

         21  thank Council Member Perkins for bringing this

         22  forward. Happy birthday Malik L. Shabazz. Thank you.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         24  Council Member.

         25                 Seeing nobody else, let's vote on the
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          2  resolutions.

          3                 Resolution 37-A.

          4                 All those in favor?

          5                 Opposed?

          6                 Adopted.

          7                 Resolution 318.

          8                 All in favor?

          9                 Opposed?

         10                 Adopted.

         11                 Quiet, please. Thank you. Thank you

         12  for your patience. We're all very happy that it

         13  passed.

         14                 Resolution 332.

         15                 All in favor?

         16                 All opposed?

         17                 Adopted.

         18                 General Discussion.

         19                 Council Member Nelson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you,

         21  Madam Public Advocate.

         22                 I rise for your support for the

         23  resolution I'm sponsoring today, to supporting

         24  congressional action which calls for a rescinding of

         25  the proposed cuts to the funding of renourishment of
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          2  New York beaches, as put forth by President Bush.

          3                 New York City's beaches are a

          4  treasure and we must protect them as such.

          5                 Our beaches are continually eroded by

          6  storms, title currents and the surf. If President

          7  Bush's cuts pass, New York State will lose over $155

          8  million that will be allocated to protect our

          9  beaches and shore lines.

         10                 Without this funding, we will not be

         11  able to perform the maintenance projects necessary

         12  to preserve beaches by Coney Island, Rockaway,

         13  Orchard Beach and the South Shore of Staten Island,

         14  where my Staten Island colleagues are. Beaches are

         15  vital to New York City. They provide free places to

         16  go for recreation, and to cool off during the

         17  summer. They bring to nearby businesses a lot of

         18  money, and the summer of 2002, nearly 15 million

         19  people visited our beaches, including about

         20  three-quarters of a million tourists.

         21                 Support this resolution. Please don't

         22  allow President Bush to let our beaches wash away.

         23                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         25                 Council Member James.

                                                            78

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 Excuse me, the Speaker wants to

          3  speak. I completely forgot.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: No, no, no. Council

          5  Member James.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Legal counsel

          7  for the accused is an absolute constitutional right.

          8  That is the story of Gideon's triumph. Meaningful

          9  compliance with the Constitution is often absent due

         10  to inadequate funding, and that is the case that we

         11  find ourselves with Legal Aid Society.

         12                 Funding in the Legal Aid Society is

         13  cost effective. The Legal Aid Society is centralized

         14  and provides quality representation. They represent

         15  the disabled, tenants, victims of domestic violence,

         16  the elderly, youth. The Appellate Division, which

         17  would be eliminated, just recently represented three

         18  individuals who were falsely accused who were

         19  serving life sentences. They were serving life

         20  sentences for crimes they did not commit.

         21                 We as a society should not erode the

         22  benefits of poor people. We as a society should not

         23  tip the balance of power to prosecutors. We as a

         24  society should keep the scales of justice balanced.

         25  Justice requires not the perception of justice, not
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          2  the notion of justice, but real justice, real

          3  justice, full justice under the law.

          4                 Mr. Mayor, I besiege you to restore

          5  funding for the Legal Aid Society. Anything less is

          6  unacceptable.

          7                 I also ask my colleagues to join me

          8  in Resolution 360, urging the City Council to

          9  conduct hearings on the efficacy and safety of

         10  antidepressants on children and adolescents.

         11                 Resolution 361, calling upon the

         12  State Legislature and the Governor to supply

         13  adequate funding for the homeless.

         14                 As we all know, there are

         15  approximately 38,000 persons documented as homeless,

         16  by the New York City Department of Homeless

         17  Services.

         18                 Inclusive in the amount of documented

         19  homeless are children whose numbers have doubled,

         20  from 1999 to 2004.

         21                 I also congratulate the federal

         22  government for reopening the case of Emmit Til,

         23  investigation into the death of Emmit Til, and also

         24  ask this Administration to fully and fairly

         25  negotiate a contract with day care workers.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          4  Madam Public Advocate.

          5                 First, I want to say I didn't realize

          6  until Council Member Nelson raised it that President

          7  Bush was causing the beaches to wash away. But it

          8  doesn't surprise me. It sounds like the kind of

          9  thing that he would do. And I am opposed to it and I

         10  certainly welcome attention to that matter.

         11                 I wanted to have the chance to remind

         12  my colleagues that we are at the point in which

         13  we're almost completed with our budget hearing. And,

         14  so, the budget negotiating team is meeting tomorrow,

         15  I believe it's at 3:00. 3:00. The budget negotiating

         16  team is meeting tomorrow at 3:00; is that right,

         17  Wayne? Wayne will check, while I remind you also

         18  that after the budget hearings are over on the 24th,

         19  people should be sensitive to the fact that many,

         20  many, many, many meetings will be called. It will

         21  mess with your schedules, but it is our job and we

         22  will do it.

         23                 So, please try to be flexible to

         24  that. And once the 24th is over, people's schedules

         25  should be flexible.
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          2                 And tomorrow's budget negotiating

          3  team is at 3:00.

          4                 Thank you all very much for your

          5  attention to that, and I look forward to working on

          6  the issues that a number of Council Members have

          7  raised here, in regard of legal services and other

          8  issues that are in the budget, with all of you.

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         11  Member Jackson.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         13  Madam Public Advocate.

         14                 My colleagues, I rise today because

         15  I, along with Christine Quinn, Charles Barron and

         16  sister James have introduced --

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         18  please.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: -- Intro. No.

         20  368, which is an intro that would amend the

         21  Administrative Code of the City of New York, in

         22  relation to the National Fire Protection

         23  Association, NFPA 5000 Building Construction and

         24  Safety Code, and repeals subchapters 2 through 19 of

         25  Chapter 1 of Title 27 of such code.
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          2                 I ask you to take a look at this

          3  information and sign onto Intro. 368.

          4                 I have a packet of information, and

          5  I'll be glad to -- it was put in your box, and I'll

          6  be glad to give you another one. I'll be glad to

          7  discuss with you, or have some of the other people

          8  that are working to move this forward through to

          9  give you a call.

         10                 So, please consider Intro. 368. Thank

         11  you.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         13  Member Fidler.

         14                 Council Member Rivera.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you very

         16  much, Madam Public Advocate.

         17                 My colleagues, I know that we have

         18  all read the papers this morning, and I want to say

         19  that I am outraged by some of the remarks of the

         20  members of the 9/11 Commission, trying to cast blame

         21  on our heroes. We see it in every single paper

         22  coming before us today.

         23                 To me that is a huge insult on our

         24  Fire Department and our Police Department.

         25                 I believe that no City could have
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          2  ever been better prepared than the City of New York

          3  to deal with the horrific attack that happened on

          4  September 11th.

          5                 We cannot forget how New York City's

          6  finest and bravest work in heroic fashion to save

          7  the lives of 25,000 people during 9/11.

          8                 New York City demonstrated its unique

          9  ability to pull together and to bring order to

         10  chaos. We do not need the 9/11 Commission to come

         11  here and try to point fingers at those who put their

         12  lives on the lines every single day. But what we do

         13  need is for the Commission to investigate why is it

         14  that New York City ranks number 49 in terms of

         15  funding being allocated to combat terrorism.

         16                 That is something that really needs

         17  to be investigated, and that, my friends, my

         18  colleagues, is a huge scandal.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         21  Council member.

         22                 Council Member Gerson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Public

         24  Advocate, I this morning attended part of the

         25  session of the 9/11 Commission where I heard our
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          2  former Mayor and many of our former commissioners

          3  testify as to the events of 9/11 in the days after,

          4  as well as members of the current Administration,

          5  and I heard proper praise and recognition, as my

          6  colleague, Council Member Rivera just pointed out,

          7  as to the intelligence and the bravery of our

          8  personnel and their leaders and commanders which did

          9  in fact result in the savings of many, many more

         10  lives as has been pointed out than one reasonably

         11  might have expected if the circumstances which took

         12  place were described or predicted in advance, with

         13  the benefit of only the information we had at that

         14  perilous time.

         15                 But Madam Public Advocate, it remains

         16  clear that there are many critical important

         17  questions which still need to be answered, and I was

         18  disappointed that in spite of some of the best

         19  efforts of some of the Commissioners, that the

         20  witnesses did not directly tackle those in all of

         21  those questions. Why did so much communication gear

         22  fail? Why were 9/11 operators not given proper

         23  information to instruct persons trapped, as to the

         24  need to evacuate?

         25                 Why was there the degree of lack of
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          2  coordination among different parts of our

          3  responders? And in the environmental area, why were

          4  so many workers in the days after 9/11 not given

          5  adequate protective gear? Why were so many residents

          6  told to return to premises and children to schools

          7  which we found out later were not adequately

          8  cleaned?

          9                 These are questions which need to be

         10  answered, not to point blame, but to learn the tough

         11  lessons and to make sure we are adequately and fully

         12  prepared for the future and put saving life of our

         13  residents, of our responders, as our top priority.

         14                 It is clear in conclusion, this

         15  Council must play a role in finding the answers to

         16  those questions.

         17                 Thank you very much.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member Katz.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Madam Public

         21  Advocate, just to remind my colleagues, today I

         22  amended the petition against the Department of

         23  Education to scrap the entire third grade reading

         24  test.

         25                 There are several reasons that we
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          2  filed that petition. Margarita Lopez is kind enough

          3  to join in, she's been working on this issue for a

          4  very, very long time.

          5                 We also have the support of other

          6  colleagues. We're going to be sending the petition

          7  to your offices. Please let us know whether or not

          8  you want to join in as a co-plaintiff.

          9                 The reason for this petition is that

         10  I don't believe that there's any way the Department

         11  of Education can get a standardized evaluation of

         12  our third graders anymore.

         13                 This test has been so inherently

         14  flawed from the very beginning, the thousands of the

         15  test questions being out there, number one, number

         16  two, forcing many of the students to retake the

         17  exam.

         18                 Then number three, on the retake of

         19  the exam, having the booklet not match the answer

         20  grid, and forcing eight-year-olds to look up at a

         21  blackboard and see a formula that says A=E, B=F, and

         22  in the end, even though all of us agree on rigorous

         23  standards for promotion, not on social promotion,

         24  but rigorous standards for promotion of these

         25  children, there must be, according to the
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          2  Chancellor's Office, a standardized way of

          3  evaluating the aptitude of our children in the City

          4  of New York.

          5                 This third grade test this year has

          6  been so flawed that there is no way that it can

          7  achieve that purpose. Please let us know if you'd

          8  like to join the lawsuit.

          9                 I thank you very much, Madam Public

         10  Advocate.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         12  Council member.

         13                 Council Member Clarke.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

         15  Madam Public Advocate.

         16                 I would like to just associate myself

         17  with the comments of Council Member Latitia James

         18  with respect to the Legal Aid Society, and I hope

         19  that all of our colleagues will closely follow what

         20  is taking place right now.

         21                 The Legal Aid Society is involved in

         22  negotiations with the Administration to continue to

         23  provide to the citizens of the City of New York the

         24  indigent defense that is guaranteed them in the

         25  Constitution of the United States.
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          2                 They have an unfortunate situation of

          3  having a structural deficit that only the City can

          4  really address.

          5                 It is my hope that in all good faith,

          6  the Administration will do what is right by the

          7  Legal Aid Society, which has been there, a pillar of

          8  strength for our communities, when they are unable

          9  to afford attorneys across the board, be it in civil

         10  litigation, be it in criminal.

         11                 I would also like to bring to the

         12  attention of my colleague Intro. 367, which is an

         13  endangered species bill I've introduced.

         14                 This would lower the bar in terms of

         15  the prosecution of those who are caught selling or

         16  buying products that include endangered species or

         17  endangered species themselves.

         18                 Right now it's very hard to detect

         19  that because it would take DNA testing, particularly

         20  in products they use the bones of endangered

         21  species.

         22                 What we will do is anyone of course

         23  advertising or labeling their product as being

         24  partially made of endangered species or threatened

         25  species, would be subject to this law.
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          2                 I hope that you all take the time out

          3  and sign onto this legislation. This closes a

          4  loophole in the State and Federal law, and

          5  unfortunately, this is a practice, an elicit trade

          6  that continues and gains strength right here in the

          7  City of New York.

          8                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Member

         10  Boyland.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Thank you.

         12                 I just rise to speak on Intro. 366,

         13  which is a local law to amend the Charter of the

         14  City of New York in relation to creating a domestic

         15  violence fatality review board, advisory board.

         16                 What's so important and special about

         17  this domestic violence fatality board is that it,

         18  one, brings together many City agencies from ACS,

         19  HHC, HRA, police, Human Rights Administration, and

         20  so on, so they can begin to really develop a plan of

         21  action on how to stop this rash of disease that we

         22  call domestic violence.

         23                 Millions of women are dying each year

         24  from not having the proper outlet, not having the

         25  proper conversations with the right people.
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          2                 So, now we are asking the

          3  Administration to sign on and to support this bill

          4  that will bring together advocates, not just from

          5  New York, but from some of the larger cities from

          6  Chicago to California that are having the same

          7  issues, as well as some of the victims to tell us

          8  how to deal with this issue.

          9                 So, I ask that my colleagues take the

         10  time to look into Intro. 366, we can begin to really

         11  find an answer to domestic violence.

         12                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         14  Council member.

         15                 Council Member Stewart.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Thank you,

         17  Madam Public Advocate.

         18                 I would like to ask my colleague to

         19  support Resolution 372, which calls upon the House

         20  of Representatives to vote against the House

         21  Resolution 3722, also referred to as the

         22  "undocumented alien emergency medical assistance

         23  amendments of 2004."

         24                 This legislation will place harsh

         25  restrictions on undocumented immigrants who have
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          2  access to the emergency medical services.

          3                 Emergency room staff will have to

          4  fingerprint or photograph any undocumented immigrant

          5  they treat and contact the Department of Homeland

          6  Security to report the patient's immigration status,

          7  address, and the name of their employer.

          8                 It will direct the Department of

          9  Homeland Security to begin deportation proceedings

         10  against any patient who is an undocumented

         11  immigrant.

         12                 It also will require that employers

         13  of these patients reimburse the federal government

         14  for the Medicaid or Medicare money paid to the

         15  hospital.

         16                 It also would impose burdensome

         17  requirements on hospitals that participate and

         18  congressionally authorize fiscal relief programs.

         19                 Madam Public Advocate, this is

         20  something we've considered that is penny-wise and

         21  pound foolish. Everyone in the City, regardless of

         22  their immigration status is entitled to health care,

         23  including emergency care without fear of immigration

         24  or employment consequences.

         25                 Anything that negatively impacts the
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          2  immigration population in the longrun has a harmful

          3  effect on the population at large.

          4                 As a doctor, I am very aware that

          5  especially when it comes to the matters of health,

          6  this issues can very soon affect their public

          7  health.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time,

          9  Council member.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: For the good

         11  of New Yorkers, please support this resolution.

         12                 Thank you very much.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         14                 Council Member Perkins.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         16  very much.

         17                 My colleagues, I want to draw to your

         18  attention the fact that there is in congress a

         19  growing concern, not only about the war in Iraq and

         20  how it is being carried out, but more importantly

         21  about the resources that are not being spent on the

         22  local level to provide services to our people in our

         23  communities. But even more important than that is

         24  the fact that there is a piece of legislation in

         25  Congress called the "Religious Freedom Peace Tax
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          2  Fund Act" HR2037, and this Act recognizes that there

          3  are conscientious objecters whose taxes are being

          4  used to pay for these military excursions in Iraq

          5  and other places in violation of their rights and

          6  conscientious objecters, and this Act offers those

          7  who are conscientiously opposed to participation in

          8  war, the opportunity that that tax they are prepared

          9  to pay be used for non-military purposes, that such

         10  taxes, income, estate or gift tax payments of such

         11  taxpayers not be used for the purpose of fighting in

         12  a war, whether it be Iraq or any other such war,

         13  because it is in effect against their conscience,

         14  against their religious, ethical, moral or principal

         15  beliefs, something that this country has stood for

         16  as an expression of our freedom of speech, and

         17  something which, by the way, and no way inhibits our

         18  country from being able to raise the necessary

         19  dollars for the purpose of war, but nevertheless

         20  does not take it from those of us who may be

         21  conscientious objecters.

         22                 And, so, I ask you to join me in Reso

         23  367, in support of the Religious Freedom Peace Tax

         24  Fund Act, which will support conscientious objecters

         25  who do not want to see their taxes used in that way.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Recchia.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: I stand up

          6  today and ask my colleagues to sign onto Resolution

          7  369, calling upon the Mayor to apologize to the

          8  Avvinti family. I have Mr. Avvinte whose father

          9  passed away when he got a traffic ticket, and the

         10  Mayor made some comments, while the case is still

         11  being investigated, and we're calling on the Mayor

         12  to apologize to the Avvinte family and to the people

         13  of the Bensonhurst community.

         14                 Thank you very much.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member Gentile.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Thank you,

         18  Madam Public Advocate.

         19                 I join Councilman Recchia in

         20  supporting his resolution 369, on calling on the

         21  Mayor to apologize to the Avvinte family, it really

         22  is a question that if this is a matter for Internal

         23  Affairs of NYPD, how the Mayor or people of his

         24  Administration actually got to see this videotape of

         25  the store security tape.
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          2                 It really is an outrage for all of

          3  us, of any ethnic origin, to hear the Mayor cast a

          4  slur against hard-working, taxpaying, immigrant

          5  American, Italian American family like the Avvinte

          6  family.

          7                 I have seen a copy of this tape, a

          8  copy of this store security tape, as has Councilman

          9  Recchia. It does not support the Mayor's version at

         10  all. It shows traffic enforcement personnel not

         11  willing to help Mr. Avvinte, who is clearly in a

         12  crisis.

         13                 Yes, Mr. Mayor, facts are facts;

         14  stories are stories. The stories are the one that

         15  you are others are trying to spread; the facts are

         16  such that you owe the Avvinte family an apology, and

         17  I congratulate Councilman Recchia for this

         18  resolution.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         20  nobody else, we're going to call a recess.

         21                 (Hearing recessed at 3:20 p.m.)
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          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 19th day of May 2004.

         20
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         23

         24

                                   ---------------------

         25                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.
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          3
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          5

          6

          7

          8

          9            I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified Shorthand

         10  Reporter and a Notary Public in and for the State of

         11  New York, do hereby certify the aforesaid to be a

         12  true and accurate copy of the transcription of the

         13  audio tapes of this hearing.
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         24                 -----------------------

                              CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.
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