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          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: We have very special

          3  guests who we're very proud to have with us here

          4  today.

          5                 Council Member Nelson, if you would

          6  like to introduce them and ask them to come forward,

          7  that would be great.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you, Mr.

          9  Speaker.

         10                 Would the Murrow Chess Team National

         11  Champions, with your Coach Elliot Weiss, would you

         12  please come to the front? Elliot and your terrific

         13  team.

         14                 While they're coming up, let me just

         15  say they, as a chess team, have beaten out over

         16  3,800 students throughout this land. They have won

         17  the championship, just so you know, in '92, '93,

         18  '94, back again in 2000, and correct me if any of

         19  this is incorrect, Elliot, 2001, and Murrow students

         20  go on to graduate at 86 percent rate.

         21                 This school, Edward R. Murrow High

         22  School in Brooklyn, has beat out in this competition

         23  Stuyvesant, Bronx High School of Science, Trinity.

         24  You can see what we're dealing with when we're

         25  dealing with this particular school in Brooklyn.
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          2                 Now, I'm always proud to get

          3  computers, schools in my district, well-roundedness

          4  of having a chess team as well is very, very

          5  important and gives these young men and women --

          6  pardon me, at this point are there any young women

          7  here? Are you on the chess team? Okay -- shine. The

          8  young men and women this opportunity to shine.

          9                 So, Elliot, congratulations.

         10                 And Mr. Speaker?

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: If we could have the

         12  clerk read the proclamation.

         13                 CLERK: Council of the City of New

         14  York, Proclamation.

         15                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         16  New York is proud and pleased to honor the Edward R.

         17  Murrow High School Chess Team for its victory in the

         18  national championship, and its distinguished record

         19  of excellence, and exemplary sportsmanship; and

         20                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         21  City of New York honors the Edward R. Murrow High

         22  School Chess Team for its victory in the national

         23  championship, signed this 5th day of May, 2004.

         24                 Michael C. Nelson; Council Member

         25  Gifford Miller, Speaker.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: We are so honored to

          3  have you with us, and thank you for your

          4  extraordinary contributions to our City. You make

          5  the entire City incredibly proud.

          6                 And, Coach, do you want to say a few

          7  words? We appreciate your hard work as well.

          8                 COACH WEISS: Hi, everybody. This is a

          9  wonderful team. It's from a wonderful school, Edward

         10  R. Murrow High School, and it's not just chess, it's

         11  not just math or science, we have a fantastic

         12  theater department, the music department, I'm very

         13  fortunate to have worked with the best students of

         14  Brooklyn, New York.

         15                 We're very fortunate to have a nice

         16  supportive administration in the school who

         17  understands the value of chess, and that's why we're

         18  so successful.

         19                 Thank you very much.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         21  Congratulations.

         22                 Council Member Weprin.

         23                 I know you have some special guests

         24  here today, that we're going to honor them, and I

         25  would love it for you to introduce them.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Yes. We have

          3  the International Gemological Institute, which is

          4  the largest appraisers, international appraisers of

          5  gems and jewelry worldwide, and we have the

          6  president, Chairman of the Board, Jerry Errenwald;

          7  we have Heather Hanson, Director of Advertising and

          8  Marketing; and their Executive Director, who is a

          9  constituent of mine, David Weinstein.

         10                 You all know we've had some tough

         11  fiscal times over the last couple of years, and as a

         12  result of those fiscal times, the Mayor had

         13  announced two years ago, that he was going to

         14  eliminate the lighting on the East River Bridges of

         15  what's known as "necklace lighting," the lighting at

         16  night that shines and brings out the gems of the

         17  beautiful bridges in our City, and because of budget

         18  cuts it was eliminated, and then our heroes stepped

         19  forward, the International Gemological Institute,

         20  and donated the money to keep the lighting on for

         21  two years, and it's going to be continuing over the

         22  next two years, and we wanted to recognize that

         23  contribution to the City of New York during tough

         24  fiscal times, and we're here to recognize them for

         25  that.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. If the

          3  clerk could read the proclamation.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council of the City of

          5  New York, Proclamation.

          6                 The Council of the City of New York

          7  is pleased and proud to join with the consumer

          8  population of New York City in honoring a most

          9  unique and effective business service, the

         10  International Gemological Institute; and

         11                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         12  City of New York most gratefully honors the

         13  International Gemological Institute for their

         14  sterling contribution to the City of New York, and

         15  joins with the residents of this great City in

         16  celebrating the good will they have generated these

         17  many years.

         18                 Signed this 5th day of May, 2004.

         19  David I. Weprin, Council Member; Gifford Miller,

         20  Speaker for the Entire Council.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. Jerry, ew

         22  appreciate your contribution to our great City, and

         23  thank you for all you've done, not just to bring

         24  great jobs and opportunities to New York but to help

         25  make the City more beautiful, as well. And we would
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          2  appreciate it if you would say a few words.

          3                 MR. ERRENWALD: We would like to thank

          4  the IGI, International Gemological Institute. We

          5  would like to thank the City Administration for the

          6  opportunity to allow us to contribute in support of

          7  keeping our City right and light forever.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

          9                 Thank you very much. Congratulations.

         10                 Okay, Council Member Quinn. Council

         11  Member Quinn, I know you have some special guests,

         12  you're going to introduce them.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: And actually,

         14  we want to, before we get started, make sure we have

         15  the representatives from a few different unions come

         16  up. The representatives from the UFT, from 1199,

         17  from District Council 37 and from NYSNA. If any of

         18  those folks are here, if they can come up.

         19                 Here comes DC 37. Here comes 1199.

         20                 And while we're here today to give

         21  proclamations to the four unions who represent the

         22  nurses in New York City, and we all know how

         23  important nurses are to our health care system and

         24  to our City, and we also all know that in our most

         25  recent budget that we'll be negotiating now, the
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          2  financial support to keep nurses in our schools, to

          3  keep the staff in our Health and Hospitals

          4  Corporation very, very much under attack.

          5                 May 6th is Nurse Appreciation Week,

          6  and we wanted to kick that week off a little early

          7  by appreciating all of our nurses and the four

          8  unions who have been such an integral part of our

          9  work on the Council to preserve and expand nursing

         10  care in our schools, in our hospitals, and our

         11  clinics and in all of our health care facilities.

         12  And the women here in these communities do God's

         13  work every day, and are in addition to helping

         14  people who need health care, are a huge help to us

         15  on the Committee as we work on these important

         16  issues.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. If the

         18  clerk could read the proclamation.

         19                 CLERK: Council, City of New York,

         20  Proclamation.

         21                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         22  New York is pleased and proud to support the

         23  observance of National Nurses Week on the occasion

         24  of Florence Nightengale's birthday; and

         25                 That the Council of the City of New
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          2  York gratefully celebrates National Nurses Week

          3  2004, and expresses its deepest appreciation and

          4  gratitude for the compassionate work that they do

          5  day in-day out.

          6                 Signed the 5th day of May 2004.

          7  Christine Quinn, Council Member; James Oddo, Council

          8  Member; Kendall Stewart, Council Member; Annabel

          9  Palma, Council Member; Yvette Clarke, Council

         10  Member; Helen Sears, Council Member; Albert Vann,

         11  Council member; Joseph Addabbo, Council Member; and

         12  Gifford Miller, Speaker for the Entire Council.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: We are so grateful to

         14  all of you for the work that you do. We really

         15  should honor you more than just one week a year, we

         16  should honor you every day of the year, and

         17  certainly the best way that we can honor you is by

         18  continuing to fight in this Council, to maintain

         19  funding for the health of all New Yorkers, and

         20  particularly New York's children in making sure that

         21  everybody gets a nurse.

         22                 So, God bless you all for all of your

         23  work, and thank you so much for being here, and

         24  giving us the opportunity to honor you for your

         25  extraordinary contributions to our City.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 Council Member Quinn, I know you have

          4  some other special guests?

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Yes. Today, as

          6  all the Council members and their staff know, is

          7  Public Health Advocacy Day. So, if Judy Wessler and

          8  the representative of the Commission on the Public

          9  Health System could come up to receive their

         10  proclamation, recognizing their work and their

         11  advocacy today?

         12                 While folks are lining up, I will

         13  just say, today the Commission, led very, very ably

         14  by Judy Wessler, has had their public health

         15  advocacy day, and it's hard to mention, it's hard to

         16  think of just today as Public Health Advocacy Day,

         17  because the Commission and Judy are here on such a

         18  regular basis, making sure that we're all fighting

         19  for the Health and Hospitals Corporation and the

         20  Department of Health and Mental Hygiene. She's just

         21  an unbelievable advocate, and resource for the City

         22  Council, and we're happy to note the Commission and

         23  her work today.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: First we're going to

         25  ask the clerk to read the proclamation.
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          2                 CLERK: Council, City of New York,

          3  Proclamation.

          4                 Whereas: The Mayor and the City

          5  Commissioner of Health and Mental Hygiene have

          6  proposed serious reductions in the budget of the

          7  Department which will undermine the public health

          8  infrastructure for the City of New York;

          9                 Be It Known: That the City Council

         10  declares May 5th, 2004, as Public Health Advocacy

         11  Day in New York City.

         12                 Signed this 5th day of May, 2004.

         13  Christine Quinn, Council Member; Phil Reed, Council

         14  Member; Helen Sears, Council Member; Albert Vann,

         15  Council member; Yvette Clarke, Council Member;

         16  Kendall Stewart, Council Member; Gifford Miller,

         17  Speaker for the Entire Council.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Judy, thank you all

         19  for all of your work, coming down here and making a

         20  difference on behalf of the health of our City.

         21                 We would be appreciative if you would

         22  say a few words.

         23                 MS. WESSLER: I want to say that all

         24  the people with red buttons in the audience, please

         25  raise your hands. Okay, okay. And everybody here,
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          2  these are the people who make the difference, and we

          3  want to thank everyone. We had a lot of Council

          4  members sign a pledge away, I understand that the

          5  Speaker is going to sign.

          6                 This is doing my heart very good as

          7  people sign out a pledge.

          8                 Council Member Barron, Council Member

          9  Weprin, yes, yea. And Tish James was the first one

         10  to sign this morning, and we thanked her. Thank you

         11  very much.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, all, for

         13  the work that you do.

         14                 Thank you for being here and for

         15  trying to make a difference on behalf of the health

         16  of our City.

         17                 Thank you so much. Thank you.

         18                 Council Member Perkins, I know you

         19  have some special guests you want to introduce.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         21  very much, Mr. Speaker.

         22                 I just want to recognize some

         23  visitors from around the world under the Banner of

         24  Mayors for Peace.

         25                 These are a delegation of Mayors from
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          2  eight countries, 113 cities, that have come to the

          3  United States to participate in the United Nations

          4  debate around nuclear proliferation treaty. Clearly,

          5  these individuals, these Mayors and their

          6  representatives, are against nuclear war, and are

          7  for nuclear disarmament, nuclear free world. And

          8  they are not all speaking; however, what we would

          9  like to do is to acknowledge them. This is a part of

         10  a two-block fence, I would dare say, that was built

         11  by children who clearly are making statements about

         12  peace and against nuclear war, and so what I would

         13  like to do right now, if possible, is to recognize

         14  one of the survivors of the last atom bomb that was

         15  dropped, who would like to sort of say a few words

         16  and share with you some of the experience that they

         17  had when that happened.

         18                 So, at this point I would like you to

         19  --

         20                 MR. LIPRA: My name is Steve Lipra.

         21  I'm the US representative of the World Conference of

         22  Mayors for Peace, an NGO based in Iwo Jima, with

         23  about 600 city members in 108 countries. And I will

         24  now introduce Mr. Hitota. Mr. Hitota is a survivor

         25  of the a. bomb in Iwo Jima, and he will just speak

                                                            16

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  very briefly about, a little bit about his

          3  experience and what he hopes you might do to help us

          4  avoid another use of a nuclear weapon.

          5                 MR. HITOTA: Thank you very much, Mr.

          6  Perkins. And ladies and gentlemen, it's very great

          7  honor and privilege to speak before you, the

          8  distinguished people like you.

          9                 First of all, I would like to tell

         10  you that a. bomb is exceptionally old weapon that

         11  makes people get severe damage to the world.

         12                 Opposite to the pictures of the

         13  mushroom cloud, which you see, as confirmation of

         14  a.bomb dust, that under the mushroom cloud, it was

         15  hell on earth.

         16                 At the age of nine I was under the

         17  cloud in Iwo Jima. 8:15 a.m., on August 6th, all of

         18  a sudden brilliant flash was observed. I thought it

         19  was a free-air bomb, although it was daytime. The

         20  a.bomb gave us three damages; one is heat wave, what

         21  means that fire balls, heat wave, burn the people

         22  back to dust, and the second is a wave shock. A wave

         23  shock is just like a hurricane that all the houses

         24  blown up, doorways broke away, wooden doors, doors

         25  into the sky. And certainly, more serious is
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          2  radiation. Radiation damage. So, three damage is

          3  quite different from the ordinary weapons.

          4                 And in addition to that, the size of

          5  damage is enormous. The total deaths if Iwo Jima by

          6  one bomb is 100,000 people. So, after, I don't want

          7  to make my speech longer, but just imagine. If the

          8  a.bomb, like Iwo Jima type, hit on this City Hall,

          9  then the area covering up to the Union Square in the

         10  north, south to Battery Park, beyond that, and part

         11  of New Jersey, such area totally damaged. And that

         12  Iwo Jima type a.bomb is about -- it is said that the

         13  highest one right now, the world highest, is 10,000

         14  times as powerful as Iwo Jima's was, and the total

         15  number of nuclear weapons all over the world is

         16  30,000 nuclear health (sic). That means if that

         17  nuclear weapon were used, all will distinguish for

         18  several times. And that is a reason why we appear

         19  for the abolition of nuclear weapons. I'm very

         20  grateful to hear that the approximation of the

         21  Council made Abolition Day on April 28th. We greatly

         22  appreciate.

         23                 And closing my speech is the nuclear

         24  weapon is absolutely evil weapon, and the human

         25  being cannot do it. And I'll go back to the Council
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          2  Member here, to motivate or ask the action for the

          3  New Yorker, that most of the people on the earth

          4  does not know the seriousness of the bombs. So, why

          5  don't you please, I urge you to take action towards

          6  that movement.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, all, for

          8  being here and for taking the time to come down to

          9  City Council. Thank you.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Will the

         11  meeting of May 5th come to order, please. Turn your

         12  cell phones off, please.

         13                 Roll call.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

                                                            19

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         15                 (No response.)

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here, as

          4  usual.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here, and

         23  winded.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Present.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All rise for

         23  the invocation, which will be delivered by Reverend

         24  Henrietta Carter, of the Mariner's Temple Baptist

         25  Church.
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          2                 REVEREND CARTER: Let us pray.

          3                 Lord, in not every country is liberty

          4  available. In not every land does freedom reign. In

          5  not every city does a council of legislators sit;

          6  therefore, we pause on this day to acknowledge your

          7  blessings upon this City Council, and the people

          8  they represent.

          9                 We invoke your presence within these

         10  hallowed walls, call to your remembrance the leaders

         11  of this Council.

         12                 We pray that the spirit of wisdom,

         13  knowledge and understanding will rest upon this

         14  Council.

         15                 Oh, Lord, no one knows better than

         16  you how the peace and justice of our City depend

         17  upon those who lead us.

         18                 Meet each member of this City Council

         19  at their point of need, give each the power and

         20  conviction of his or her calling, that each may

         21  fulfill the high purpose of their seat on this

         22  Council, fill these halls with your presence.

         23                 We ask these blessings with humble

         24  hearts and grateful spirits.

         25                 Thank you for your presence. Bless
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          2  the Speaker. Pull out your blessings on every leader

          3  in every committee.

          4                 This is our prayer, and we ask it in

          5  the name of the one who sustains us, amen and amen.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Amen.

          7                 Council Member Gerson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Public

          9  Advocate, with the deep gratitude with the Reverend

         10  Henrietta Carter, for her friendship, for her

         11  inspiration and for her constant commitment to our

         12  Lower Manhattan Community, I hereby move to spread

         13  the invocation delivered by her in full upon the

         14  record of this Council session.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         16                 Adoption of the Minutes.

         17                 Council Member Jackson.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Madam Public

         19  Advocate, thank you.

         20                 At this point in time, I make a

         21  motion that the minutes of the Stated Meeting of

         22  April 1st, 2004 be adopted as printed.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         24                 Council Member Foster.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Thank you.
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          2                 I'd like permission to vote aye on

          3  all matters this afternoon. I have to leave for a

          4  family emergency.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Thank you.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Messages and

          8  Papers from the Mayor.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 99.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Sanitation and Solid

         11  Waste Management Committee.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 100.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Governmental

         14  operations.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 101.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finance.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 102.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finance.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 103 through M

         20  109.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: All referred to the

         22  Committee on Finance.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         24  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

          3  and Communications.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

          6  Call-Ups.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 110.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: At this point I would

          9  ask the Clerk to call the roll on the Land Use

         10  Call-Ups.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         20                 (No response.)

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

          4                 (No response.)

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          8                 (No response.)

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         20  Communication from the Speaker.

         21                 Oh, I'm sorry. Excuse me. I jumped

         22  the gun.

         23                 Today's Land Use Call-Ups were

         24  adopted by a vote of 42 in the affirmative, zero in

         25  the negative.
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          2                 Communication from the Speaker.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, today

          4  we make an enormous step in the right direction, in

          5  providing equal rights to every New Yorker.

          6                 By passing the Equal Benefits Bill,

          7  this City is making clear when we say we're for

          8  equal rights, we mean we're for equal rights for all

          9  New Yorkers.

         10                 And, unfortunately today, gay,

         11  lesbian, bisexual and transgendered New Yorkers do

         12  not have the same rights as those of us who can get

         13  married do. And as a result they are discriminated

         14  against. In particular, they're discriminated

         15  against on the basis of health benefits.

         16                 It is impossible currently for many

         17  gay and lesbian New Yorkers to get domestic partner

         18  benefits for their spouses, for their loved ones.

         19  That is wrong. That is wrong. And today the City of

         20  New York will very clearly say that we will not do

         21  business with companies that do not provide equal

         22  benefits to all of their employees.

         23                 We should not sanction discrimination

         24  with our dollars, and we will not. And what this

         25  means is that hundreds of thousands of New Yorkers
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          2  have the right, finally, to be treated with respect

          3  and dignity and equality in the workplace.

          4                 If their loved one, their partner

          5  falls sick, they'll still have health coverage. That

          6  is an enormous step in the right direction.

          7                 You heard the story this morning of

          8  one such worker. His partner fell ill and had

          9  cancer, who had to continue to work, because she and

         10  her employer, she could not get her employer to

         11  provide health benefits to her partner. Her partner

         12  died before this legislation could help her.

         13                 Today we make sure that there will be

         14  no such future stories in this City. We will take a

         15  step in the right direction of providing equality to

         16  all New Yorkers, regardless of race, ethnicity or

         17  sexual orientation.

         18                 So, I thank my colleagues for their

         19  support for this important piece of legislation.

         20                 I also want to note that

         21  unfortunately Councilman Domenic Recchia is not with

         22  us today, but he is with us in our hearts because

         23  his wife's mother, Elaine Donnely, passed away

         24  earlier this week, and we remember her and think of

         25  him at this difficult time for him and for his
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          2  family.

          3                 I conclude my communication.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

          5  of General Orders.

          6                 Council Member Jackson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

          8  Madam Public Advocate, and I rise this afternoon, in

          9  order, as the Chair of the Contracts Committee, in

         10  order to discuss Intro. 137-A, which is the Equal

         11  Benefits Bill that currently is in front of this

         12  Council. And as Speaker Miller indicated, one of the

         13  individuals that in my opinion this bill was named

         14  after, and Dominique's Law, and that was the name of

         15  the individual, that was the name of the individual

         16  that passed away.

         17                 And I say to all of you, I met with

         18  Dominique's partner, and I know them, they live in

         19  my district, and quite frankly, I don't see how we

         20  as people in all humanity can stand up and say that

         21  an individual is not entitled to the same benefits,

         22  and under our law, as far as contracts are

         23  concerned, hopefully with the members of this City

         24  Council and the Mayor signing into law that anyone

         25  that wants to do business with the City of New York
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          2  is not going to be able to discriminate against

          3  anyone based on any reason, and I think that's what

          4  we should stand for as a people.

          5                 So, I rise today in order to say to

          6  all of you, my colleagues, please support Intro.

          7  137-B, Dominique's Law.

          8                 And also, Madam Public Advocate,

          9  today Mayor Bloomberg is going to be signing into

         10  law street name changes, and I have several members

         11  from my community that perished in the World Trade

         12  Center, and so I ask you if you want to join us at

         13  4:00 for the street signing ceremonies, please join

         14  us in the Blue Room at 4:00.

         15                 Thank you very much.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         17  Member Martinez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         19  Madam Public Advocate.

         20                 I rise to support to act in support

         21  of my colleagues on Resolution 42.

         22                 Resolution 42 sends a message to

         23  Congress to oppose the federal temporary workers

         24  program that the Bush Administration proposes, and

         25  to support the passage of a comprehensive
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          2  immigration reform that includes permanent

          3  legalization and fail workers protection for

          4  immigrants.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          6  member, excuse me. You're out of order.

          7                 The resolution is later. It's not

          8  under General Order.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Sorry.

         11                 Council Member Fidler.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Thank you,

         13  Madam Public Advocate.

         14                 I have risen on this floor in the

         15  past to speak to the rights of people to practice

         16  their religion as they see fit.

         17                 Sometimes, however, important rights

         18  clash, and I would ask my colleagues in looking at

         19  137-B, to consider if someone who wanted to do

         20  business with the City of New York, said we don't

         21  want to do business with you, but we don't want to

         22  extend the same benefits to our Jewish employees.

         23                 We don't want to extend our same

         24  benefits to Italian employees. We don't want to

         25  extend the same benefits to people of color that we
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          2  extend to our other employees; who would stand for

          3  that?

          4                 And, so, sometimes you have to make a

          5  choice when rights clash. And I think the moral

          6  imperative here is very, very clear, and so, I would

          7  urge all of my colleagues to vote for 137-B. Vote

          8  yes.

          9                 I would hope that the other side of

         10  this building hears that moral imperative and

         11  doesn't send this bill back here so we will have to

         12  do something that we will certainly do, which will

         13  be override a veto.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  Member Reed.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you, Madam

         17  Public Advocate.

         18                 As an openly gay man, I often times

         19  evaluate my comraderie with my colleagues here in

         20  the Council, and my relations with just other

         21  friends, et cetera, et cetera, and how well we all

         22  get along.

         23                 But whatever we do, and how well we

         24  say we like each other, there always somehow seems

         25  to be a fundamental difference, and that if any of

                                                            37

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  my friends happen to be heterosexual, they have an

          3  assumption, a presumption, a privilege, that I am

          4  unable to have legally in the City of New York to

          5  reflect my affections for a partner, to the right to

          6  marry, the right to be respected as a citizen. I sit

          7  here in this Chamber, and I serve 160,000 people,

          8  just like every one of my colleagues. I work just as

          9  hard as they do, and still I am a second class

         10  citizen.

         11                 I'm urging my colleagues today to

         12  take a step, not just for me, but for the hundreds

         13  of thousands of people who find themselves in a

         14  similar situation. We pay taxes to this City. All

         15  we're asking for is a recognition of our rights and

         16  our families, just as they would like to see their

         17  families recognized.

         18                 That's all we're asking of the City

         19  of New York in this Equal Benefits Bill.

         20                 Thank you very much.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         22  nobody else -- Chris, sorry. Council Member Quinn.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Thank you,

         24  Madam Public Advocate.

         25                 I want to also speak on the Equal
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          2  Benefits Bill, that a number of my colleagues have

          3  already spoken on.

          4                 I very strongly urge my colleagues to

          5  vote in support of that bill.

          6                 The Equal Benefits Bill says very

          7  simply, but strongly, that when we use taxpayer

          8  monies to pay for services, to pay for employees, we

          9  should be consistent in the standard and message we

         10  send.

         11                 In the nineties we set up domestic

         12  partnership in municipal workers, but we continue to

         13  pay for work and for salaries through contracting

         14  out. And there is no obligation that those companies

         15  who are paid for in part or full by taxpayer monies,

         16  there's no requirement that they meet the same

         17  standard we have set for the municipal workforce.

         18                 This bill, when it is law, will say

         19  that families are equal. It will say that if you

         20  work, you should get equal pay and equal benefits,

         21  that a family, which is made up of domestic

         22  partners, should be treated exactly the same and

         23  recognized financially in exactly the same way as

         24  the married co-worker who sits right next to you.

         25                 There's been a double standard as it
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          2  relates to the City's workforce. This bill will end

          3  that double-standard. It will make sure that

          4  domestic partners get the full recognition that they

          5  deserve, and will make sure that we don't have to

          6  hear more stories like we heard this morning, when

          7  people have to work for months and months when

          8  they're dying of cancer, families having to take

          9  their savings to pay for Cobra and health coverage

         10  because their employer wouldn't or couldn't give

         11  domestic partnership coverage.

         12                 This is a very important and humane

         13  act due today by passing this bill, and it is also

         14  important because it sends a message to our

         15  taxpayers that when we use their money, we use it

         16  with the goal of equality for recognition for all

         17  under the law.

         18                 I hope everyone will vote in support

         19  of this equal benefits bill today.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         21  Member Vallone.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Thank you,

         23  Madam Chair.

         24                 I understand the reasons behind this

         25  bill, and that's why I've always supported domestic
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          2  partner rights.

          3                 However, this bill does not just

          4  force companies doing business with the City to

          5  provide benefits, it forces religious institutions.

          6                 It's ironic that some people who use

          7  the separation of church and state to try to get God

          8  out of our schools somehow find it okay to force

          9  religious institutions to violate their beliefs.

         10                 And for those who say, well, then

         11  don't take taxpayer money and do business with the

         12  City, I say this isn't business with the City. These

         13  religious institutions provide food to the hungry

         14  and clothes to the poor. They're not making any

         15  profit.

         16                 I think religious institutions should

         17  have been exempted. I would have supported it had

         18  they been. I can't support this bill in its present

         19  form.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         21  Member Lopez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I'm rising to

         23  speak in favor of the Equal Benefit Bill. I think

         24  that the issue in question here is about how quickly

         25  we're going to move toward being a more humane
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          2  society, how quickly we are going to embrace the

          3  concept that our constitution has spoken of equality

          4  for all, how quickly we are going to recognize and

          5  admit that a human being that's born, that's born

          6  equal to everyone else, is entitled to medical care

          7  like anybody else is.

          8                 How quickly we are going to put aside

          9  our prejudices and our hate and embrace the

         10  inclusion that this nation was created under.

         11  Quickly, are we going to march forward and admit

         12  that every citizen of this City to be treated equal

         13  when it comes down to medical care.

         14                 It is a humane thing to do, and

         15  theologically speaking, that love all.

         16                 Please vote for this bill.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  Member DeBlasio.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: I also want

         20  to add my voice in urging my colleagues to support

         21  the Equal Benefits Bill.

         22                 I want to congratulate the author of

         23  the Bill, Christine Quinn, for her tremendously hard

         24  work on this important, important bill, and I want

         25  to recognize as well the leadership of Chair Jackson
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          2  and Speaker Miller. This is a bill that took

          3  tremendous dialogue and work to be done, and they

          4  did the work day in and day out, they deserve

          5  extraordinary praise.

          6                 Speaker Miller and Council Member

          7  Jackson, Council Member Quinn, the whole Council

          8  staff were instrumental in making sure that the bill

          9  was written that protected the rights of so many New

         10  Yorkers in the broadest and most powerful way, that

         11  also protected religious liberty, and none of our

         12  core values as New Yorkers have been compromised in

         13  this process.

         14                 We take an important step today in

         15  advancing the human rights of same sex couples

         16  without any compromise. At that same time, we

         17  protect the precious separation of church and state

         18  and our precious religious liberties without

         19  compromise.

         20                 I am proud to be a co-sponsor of this

         21  bill, and I will be proud to join my colleagues, if

         22  necessary, in overriding a mayoral veto.

         23                 I urge everyone to vote aye.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member Yassky.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you.

          3                 I, too, rise in support of the Equal

          4  Benefits Bill. Equality for all New Yorkers is as

          5  fundamental a value as we hold, and this bill will

          6  take a huge step forward in vindicating that

          7  important value.

          8                 I recognize that the bill did and

          9  does raise an issue of religious freedom, and the

         10  question that Council Member Vallone raised earlier

         11  about religious institutions being required to take

         12  positions contrary to their faith is a serious one.

         13                 The fundamental First Amendment right

         14  to free exercise of religion is also something that

         15  I believe is a first order value.

         16                 This bill was written, and Council,

         17  the sponsor, Council Member Quinn I think worked

         18  extraordinarily hard to write a bill that would not

         19  trench on that value of religious liberty, and the

         20  bill does not do it.

         21                 By allowing religious institutions to

         22  grant benefits not by virtue of domestic

         23  partnership, but to other household members, I think

         24  this bill very carefully preserves right of

         25  religious institutions to practice their religion
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          2  without being required to make affirmances contrary

          3  to their beliefs.

          4                 So, I think this is an extraordinary

          5  piece of draftsmanship. It is a very, very important

          6  step forward for this City. I proudly will vote for

          7  it.

          8                 Thank you.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  Member Perkins.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         12  very much.

         13                 I just want to add my voice in

         14  association with those words of my colleagues in

         15  support of the Equal Benefits Bill.

         16                 I want to commend our Speaker and the

         17  prime sponsor Christine Quinn, and the Chairman of

         18  the Contracts Committee, Bob Jackson, for the

         19  extraordinary efforts they have made to craft a bill

         20  that not only would arrive at a consensus amongst

         21  the leadership and amongst the membership of this

         22  body, but also to take into consideration the

         23  various concerns that are brought to this Council

         24  from the faith-based community. And to try to

         25  provide a way for that community to provide equal
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          2  benefits without compromising their religious

          3  beliefs.

          4                 I want to commend them for having

          5  been successful in that regard, and want to simply

          6  say that this bill provides one standard for one New

          7  York for all, and I therefore want to support this

          8  bill. Thank you.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         10  nobody else, report of Special Committees.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

         13  Standing Committees.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         15  Committee on Consumer Affairs.

         16                 Intro. 138.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Intro. 138 is adopted

         18  and laid over.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 143-A.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: That particular piece

         21  of legislation was amended and laid over.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         23  Committee on Contracts.

         24                 Intro. 137-B.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled
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          2  on the General Order Calendar.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          4  Committee on Economic Development.

          5                 Reso 296-A.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

          7  on the General Order Calendar.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          9  Committee on Education.

         10                 Intro. 188-A.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and Laid

         12  Over.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         14  Committee on Finance.

         15                 Intro. 323.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         17  General Order Calendar.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reso. 298-A.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and Coupled

         20  on the General Order Calendar.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         22  Committee on Land Use.

         23                 LU 34 and companion Reso 339.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         25  General Order Calendar.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 54, and

          3  companion Reso 340.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 55 and

          6  companion Reso 341.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 81 and

          9  companion Reso 342.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 82 and

         12  companion Reso 343.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 83 and

         15  companion Reso 344.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lu 95 and

         18  companion Reso 345.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 128 and

         21  companion Reso 346.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 132 and

         24  companion Reso 347.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 133 and

          3  companion Reso 348.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          6  Committee on State and Federal Legislation.

          7                 Preconsidered M 111 and companion

          8  Reso 349.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

         11  112 and companion Reso 350.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         14  Committee on State and Federal Legislation.

         15                 SLR 59.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

         17  Order Calendar.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: SLR 76.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: SLR 86.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: SLR 89.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         25  SLR 100.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          4  SLR 101.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

          7  Order Calendar.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 80 and

          9  companion Reso 351.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         11  General Order Calendar.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 109 and

         13  companion Reso 352.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution

         16  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         18  General Order Calendar.

         19                 At this point I would ask the clerk

         20  to call the roll on all items coupled on the General

         21  Order Calendar.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: I'd like to

          8  vote aye on all Land Use Call-Ups. Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Permission to

         15  vote on all Land Use Call-Ups. Aye on all.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you.

         18                 Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Madam Public

         23  Advocate, may I take a moment to explain my vote?

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: In regard to
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          2  Intro. 137-B, I'm going to vote in favor, but the

          3  reason why I'm going to vote in favor is because all

          4  current contracts are not grandfathered in.

          5                 Some institutions will have the

          6  ability to apply for a waiver, if need be, and that

          7  waiver will be a part of their contract.

          8                 Additionally, according to the City

          9  Clerk's Office, 76 percent of the people who

         10  register for domestic partnerships are actually

         11  heterosexual. So, it's more than just the gay and

         12  lesbian community that stand to benefit from the

         13  bill, and therefore, I vote aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye; with the

         16  exception fo 137-B, I vote no.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all;

         21  with the exception of Intro. 137-B, and I vote no.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Madam Public

         24  Advocate, I wish the opportunity to speak on my

         25  vote.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you.

          4                 I vote aye on all coupled general

          5  orders; with the exception of Intro. 137-B. I wish

          6  to be associated with the remarks of Council Member

          7  Vallone, who so graciously articulated the religious

          8  liberty issues that are at stake with this

          9  particular intro.

         10                 This is an eminently supportable

         11  bill, if not for the religious issue; however, my

         12  concern for that matter will carry today.

         13                 It would be sad if this law, which is

         14  so, with this bill which is so eminently supportable

         15  for all, for many, many other reasons, for

         16  ultimately to be held up and, you know, not to

         17  advance because of this issue, which is out there.

         18                 So, it is supportable except for

         19  that. It's a very good bill, except for that.

         20                 Unfortunately, I must agree with my

         21  colleague, Council Member Vallone and vote no on

         22  Intro. 137-B.

         23                 I wish to recognize the passion and

         24  the zeal of Council Member Quinn, Council Member

         25  Jackson, and, of course, Speaker Miller, for their
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          2  leadership. Had we only gotten past the religious

          3  issue, it would have been a great day for all.

          4                 I vote no on 137-B and aye on

          5  everything else. Thank you.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: May I be

         10  excused to explain my vote?

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Public

         13  Advocate, I want to first thank my colleague and my

         14  friend and neighbor, Council Member Christine Quinn

         15  for her leadership on equal benefits, also my

         16  colleagues, Council Members Jackson and Lopez for

         17  their roles.

         18                 I vote aye on this bill for two

         19  critical reasons. One, we as the City have not only

         20  a right but an obligation to restore that our public

         21  funds are spent in accordance with basic values and

         22  principals of the public at large. This does that,

         23  and in a way that's so important because it extends

         24  equality to an area which will in addition to

         25  extending the principal, will save lives by assuring
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          2  such fundamental needs as health coverage are

          3  provided.

          4                 This is certainly a life-saving bill.

          5                 But I support it also only because it

          6  does respect the prerogatives of faith-based, of

          7  religious institutions and organizations to

          8  perpetuate their views and their ideals. It does so

          9  by giving special opportunity to those

         10  organizations, churches and synagogues and others,

         11  to fulfill the provision of benefits without

         12  derogation of their principles through the

         13  domiciliary exception written into the bill.

         14                 I just want to conclude by

         15  congratulating the faith-based organizations which

         16  work with us, to assure that we respected the

         17  separation of religion and state and yet are able to

         18  provide life-saving benefits where they are so

         19  desperately needed.

         20                 Thank you very much. I vote aye on

         21  all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I vote yes on

         24  all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Madam Public

          5  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you.

          8                 I rise also to speak in favor of

          9  137-B. I did speak under general orders as the Chair

         10  of the Contracts Committee. But I need to say that

         11  this was a long, drawn-out process where the staff

         12  and leadership of the City Council worked with all

         13  parties, trying to understand the various parties'

         14  position on this particular matter. And I need to

         15  congratulate Speaker Miller for his leadership, and

         16  Christine Quinn, my colleague, and the staff that

         17  worked so hard on this. We've had several hearings

         18  and many, many discussions with everyone, both

         19  positive, as far as in favor of the bill, and those

         20  that oppose the bill, and we listened to all of the

         21  concerns and tried to come up with a way that

         22  everyone could live with it.

         23                 So, Robert Newman and Regina Poreda,

         24  the staff of the Contracts Committee, along with

         25  Jeremy Hoffman of Christine Quinn's staff, and my
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          2  staff member Joe Macnerma (phonetic), I'd like to

          3  thank all of them for the many, many hours that they

          4  dedicated on this particular issue. And for Leslie,

          5  the partner of Dominique, who this bill is being

          6  named after, I just want to thank her for everything

          7  she has done to educate me as a member of the City

          8  Council concerning her partner and all the trials

          9  and tribulations they have gone through in order to

         10  try to get what they are rightfully entitled to

         11  under the law, as far as I'm concerned, and

         12  hopefully this law will be passed by Mayor

         13  Bloomberg. And if not, then we move forward to the

         14  veto. And I would like to thank everyone involved

         15  with this, and onward we go. Thank you.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Pass.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: To explain my

         22  vote, Madam Public Advocate?

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Madam Public

         25  Advocate, I want to vote aye on everything today.
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          2                 The equal protection bill to me,

          3  obviously, as it is for everyone who is voting for

          4  it today, is a bill of fairness. And more

          5  importantly, the City of New York has made it a

          6  policy, and their policy decision is to give

          7  benefits for all domestic partners that work for the

          8  City of New York. I believe it would be almost

          9  disingenuous to say that we will provide that for

         10  our own employees, but people making a profit on the

         11  City of New York, people contracting with the City

         12  of New York, people spending the same tax dollars as

         13  our employees do, when we pay them, don't have to

         14  give the exact same benefits to the people that work

         15  for them.

         16                 I would like to just congratulate

         17  Council Member Jackson and the Speaker and Quinn for

         18  all the work that they have done to try to

         19  accommodate the religious organizations.

         20                 There is a religious out for our

         21  organizations that feel that it will be inconsistent

         22  with their religious principles, and I understand

         23  that many people might not think that is perfect,

         24  but there have been negotiations done, we have

         25  worked with them very closely on the language of
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          2  this legislation, and I do believe the Council needs

          3  to be congratulated for the hard work that they made

          4  in trying to accommodate everyone that this bill is

          5  going to affect in the City of New York.

          6                 I vote aye on this bill, and I think

          7  it's a great bill, and I congratulate everyone

          8  involved.

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Permission to

         12  explain my vote?

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: If anyone

         15  wants to understand the rights of people regardless

         16  of sexual orientation, and why it's important to

         17  protect those rights, I commend today's edition of

         18  the New York Times in a story about a high school

         19  student who campaigned on a platform of being openly

         20  gay, and I suggest that anybody who reads that

         21  column and doesn't believe that we should give equal

         22  benefits to people who have a sexual orientation

         23  that may not be the orientation of most of us, will

         24  not be able to sustain that belief.

         25                 As was just mentioned, the fact is
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          2  that as a City we have a policy of saying equal

          3  benefits are our right.

          4                 How can we have that policy for every

          5  dollar we spend when we directly pay salaries, but

          6  not have that policy for every dollar that we spend

          7  when we indirectly pay salaries, completely

          8  inconsistent, both on the point of view of equal

          9  protection, and the point of view of simple justice,

         10  this should be the law and those who work hard to do

         11  this, with sensitivity to those who have religious

         12  objection to certain relationships, they should be

         13  congratulated. And it's one of the best things that

         14  we do to try and extend the privileges of equality

         15  to everyone in this society as a legislative body,

         16  and I'm very pleased to be able to vote aye.

         17                 I vote aye on all other items, as

         18  well.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Permission

          3  to explain my vote, Madam Chair?

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: I want to

          6  also congratulate Council Member Jackson, Speaker

          7  Miller and particularly want to thank Council Member

          8  Quinn for ensuring that many of the issues in

          9  question that were raised in drafting this bill were

         10  addressed and for taking the time to ensure that we

         11  all were educated on the issues that came forward

         12  when drafting Intro. 137-B, and I vote aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: I vote aye

         17  on all and request permission to cast a vote in the

         18  affirmative for all the Land Use Call-Ups.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: I vote aye

         22  on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Pass.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: May I be

          9  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Before voting

         12  aye on all, especially the Equal Benefits Bill, want

         13  to thank some of the people who have been

         14  instrumental in making, in helping this bill move

         15  forward.

         16                 First, I want to thank all of my

         17  colleagues. All 51 of the Council members, every

         18  single person I know took this issue very seriously,

         19  and even those who are voting no I know gave this

         20  issue a great deal of thought and extended a

         21  tremendous amount of respect to myself, the other

         22  advocates and the communities that were pushing for

         23  this bill and I want to thank everyone for taking so

         24  much time out of their schedules to think long and

         25  hard about the equal benefits bill.
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          2                 I know that voting for this bill is

          3  not as easy in some of the other districts as

          4  perhaps it is in mine, and I want you all to know

          5  that that is very, very much recognized by myself

          6  and the rest of the Equal Benefits Bill Coalition,

          7  and it even deepens our appreciation for the support

          8  of this legislation.

          9                 In particular, I want to also thank

         10  the Empire State Pride Agenda for all of their hard

         11  work and leadership on this issue.

         12                 I want to thank Council Member Simcha

         13  Felder, who extended me a great deal of time and

         14  advice and Council as we moved forward on this bill.

         15                 I want to thank the staff who works

         16  endlessly hard on this bill, Karen Mirowitz, Rob

         17  Newman, Scott Melvin, Jeremy Hoffman, Marcel Van

         18  Ooyen, the entire staff of my district office.

         19                 And I also really, really want to

         20  thank the Speaker and Council Member Robert Jackson.

         21  This bill would not be moving today. It would not be

         22  voted on today if it wasn't for the commitment of

         23  Speaker Miller and the commitment of Chairperson

         24  Jackson to equal benefits and equal rights for all

         25  people.
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          2                 I have no doubt in my mind that if

          3  those two men were not in the positions that they

          4  are in, that the bill would not be moving forward as

          5  it is today.

          6                 I'm deeply grateful to them, and,

          7  again, want to thank everyone who has worked so hard

          8  on this.

          9                 I hope we don't have to override a

         10  veto, but I know from the comments today that if we

         11  do, we will be successful in that, and, again,

         12  strike a successful blow against discrimination and

         13  for equal rights and equal recognition in the City

         14  of New York.

         15                 I proudly vote aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: I'd like

         18  permission to vote on all Land Use Call-Ups and to

         19  explain my vote.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you.

         22                 I, too, of course want to express

         23  appreciation to the people who put this together,

         24  most particularly my colleague, Council Member

         25  Quinn. And I think that as I have seen her do over
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          2  and over again in the Health Committee, as well as

          3  on this bill, and with Council Member Jackson

          4  specifically, work, bend over backwards to

          5  accommodate the concerns that people have, and it's

          6  unfortunate, or disappointing, that in spite of the

          7  fact that every other religious organization, all

          8  but one, found a ground that was common enough for

          9  us to stand on, and so we are now debating the fact

         10  that the Council may have said, well, we are just

         11  going to run right over people's religious freedoms

         12  - that's just absolutely not true.

         13                 What we have done is to give ample

         14  room for people to be able to maintain their

         15  religious beliefs and also provide fundamental

         16  rights and fairness to everybody. And I'm mindful of

         17  the fact that the one organization, religious

         18  organization, that seemed not to be able to get on

         19  board with this bill, has tens of thousands of New

         20  Yorkers working for them, and we have an obligation

         21  to those people. They're all our constituents. And

         22  it would just be difficult to say, well, go find

         23  another job if you want benefits. We just can't be

         24  concerned about your rights because your employer

         25  has decided this.
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          2                 We are the governing body of the City

          3  of New York. We have reached our hands out and those

          4  who have taken it have come to be the vast majority

          5  of people, and I'm sure over time those people who

          6  said they can't support this will find their way to

          7  it.

          8                 I vote aye on all. Thank you.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Request

         11  permission to vote in the affirmative for all Land

         12  use Call-Ups, and I vote aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Yes to all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Yes on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Permission to

         19  explain my vote, Madam Public Advocate?

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: As it regards

         23  137-B, I know that it may be uncomfortable for some

         24  people, and I respect those feelings, but what I

         25  have found over the years is that what may not seem

                                                            66

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  right for some people, ultimately becomes right for

          3  all people at one time, and that's what a democracy

          4  is about.

          5                 I cast my vote aye on all. Thank you.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: May I be

         10  excused to explain my vote, Madam Public Advocate?

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So, ordered.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: I vote aye on

         13  all, especially 137-B, and I do so because I see it

         14  strictly as a matter of equal rights for all the

         15  residents of New York City.

         16                 I believe it will be discriminatory

         17  for us not to extend employees with domestic

         18  partners, the same benefits that are provided to

         19  employees and spouses. I take very seriously the

         20  City's responsibility to send a strong message to

         21  the private companies seeking to win contracts for

         22  the City of New York, that in order to do so they

         23  must respect the basic rights of all.

         24                 And so I vote aye on this particular

         25  bill, and aye on all. Thank you very much.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: I vote aye on

          4  all, except on 137-B, in which I vote no.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: I'd like

         13  permission to vote aye on the Land Use Call-Up

         14  considered at today's session.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS:  I'd like to

         19  vote on Land Use Call-Ups today, aye on all. Aye on

         20  all the Land Use Call-Ups to the moment, and I pass

         21  on the rest.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all;

         24  abstention on Intro. 137-B.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye on all;

          5  and abstain on 137-B.

          6

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: No on 137-B, and

          9  yes on the rest.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye on all.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

         15  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

         16  vote of 50 in the affirmative, zero in the negative,

         17  zero abstentions, with the exception of Intro.

         18  137-B, which was adopted by a vote of 43 in the

         19  affirmative, five in the negative and two

         20  abstentions.

         21                 Revised Land Use Call-Ups were

         22  adopted by a vote of 50 in the affirmative, zero in

         23  the negative.

         24                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: All items are
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          2  referred to the Committee as indicated on the

          3  agenda.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

          5  of Resolutions.

          6                 Council Member James.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: In the summer

          8  of 1955, Emmett Till was kidnapped and his body was

          9  missing. And his body was found in the River of

         10  Tallahatchie Bridge. His disfigured body was

         11  discovered with one eye dangling down the cheek, a

         12  smashed nose, a bullet hole through his axe-sliced

         13  head, and a choked out tongue washed ashore in the

         14  river.

         15                 Today we are voting on Resolution

         16  274-A, and we are joined today by the cousin of

         17  Emmett Till who was in the same bed with Emmett Till

         18  at the time of his kidnapping.

         19                 At this time, ladies and gentlemen, I

         20  would like to introduce Mr. Sineon Wright. Please

         21  stand, Mr. Wright.

         22                 The film maker, Mr. Keith Bouchant

         23  (phonetic), who uncovered the fact that there might

         24  be ten witnesses who were still involved, who are

         25  still alive who might be involved in the murder of
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          2  Emmett Till.

          3                 I'd like to also introduce Mr. And

          4  Mrs. Bouchant, the parents of the film maker, Keith

          5  Bouchant, his fiance, Miss Monique Hawkins.

          6                 The resolution that we are voting for

          7  today, 274, is called upon the United States

          8  Attorney General to reopen the case, as well as the

          9  Mississippi Authorities.

         10                 Madam Public Advocate, I'd ask that

         11  you extend the cordial greetings and the courtesies

         12  of this legislative house and I'd ask that all of

         13  you go and meet the relatives of Mr. Emmett Till and

         14  Keith Bouchant, the film maker, and that we all vote

         15  on this resolution today in the affirmative, with no

         16  abstentions.

         17                 Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         19                 Council Member Perkins.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         21  very much.

         22                 I want to just briefly speak on the

         23  Resolution.

         24                 I first want to commend my colleague,

         25  Tish James, for the extraordinary leadership that
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          2  she is providing in raising the public's awareness

          3  of this most, most important civil rights matter.

          4                 Lest we forget, let it not be

          5  forgotten what had happened in 1955.

          6                 In this particular instance we're

          7  talking about Emmett Till, but Emmett Till is

          8  emblematic of many such injustices that took place

          9  during that period, and since, down south and up

         10  south, Mississippi to New York and to some extent

         11  which we're seeing still take place 50 years later.

         12                 So, it's very, very important that we

         13  not forget, that we not forget this tragic part of

         14  the American story. This tragic part of the American

         15  story that should be in our curriculum.

         16                 Thank you very much.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         18  Council Member.

         19                 Council Member Barron.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you very

         21  much, Madam Advocate.

         22                 I would like us to please, if you all

         23  could stop talking for one second.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Please be

         25  quiet.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Because I

          3  think that this family should get much more respect

          4  than what we gave them.

          5                 This is history right before us, and

          6  I think Latitia James, the Council Member, did an

          7  excellent job to bring it before us.

          8                 This is one time we need to give

          9  somebody a standing ovation, this family has been

         10  through a lot and we should accord them that

         11  respect.

         12                 Thank you very much. And I just want

         13  to encourage all of my colleagues to vote for this

         14  resolution to understand that Simeon Wright's

         15  father, Mose Wright, did one of the most courageous

         16  acts in history, to be able to, at that time when

         17  you couldn't even look at white people, stand in a

         18  court and point out those who victimized Emmett

         19  Till, stood up and did that. That's the kind of

         20  courage, boldness, that we have to stand in the face

         21  of racism right now, and I encourage us to vote for

         22  this resolution.

         23                 Thank you so much, Madam Chair.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member Reed.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you, Madam

          3  Public Advocate.

          4                 I would just refer my colleagues also

          5  to Resolution 199, calling on the State Senate to

          6  pass legislation related to the minimum wage.

          7  Minimum is the operative word here. The State of New

          8  York still only pays people $5.15  an hour.

          9                 We have passed this in the Assembly.

         10  We have over seven states that now people pay people

         11  $7.00 an hour. We are fighting to try to have

         12  affordable housing for so many people, certainly we

         13  ought to look at what it is that people ought to

         14  have as income in order to be able to live some

         15  decent quality of life. It is far passed the time

         16  for us to acknowledge that $7.10 in and of itself

         17  will give you $14,000 a year income.

         18                 I ask everybody in this Chamber to

         19  see themselves living on $14,000 a year. At $5.00 an

         20  hour you're still not even making that. So, I would

         21  ask and urge people to vote on that, and I also want

         22  to take a moment publicly to thank my colleague

         23  Andrew Lanza for his vote of courage this afternoon.

         24                 Thank you very much.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council
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          2  Member Seabrook.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Thank you

          4  very much, Madam Public Advocate.

          5                 I rise in support of the resolution

          6  and the work that Tish James has done. And I think

          7  that it's important for us to understand what took

          8  place in 1955, and understand the dynamics of 1955,

          9  in a place called Money, Mississippi, that the

         10  courageous act of a family, a man's man, stood up in

         11  a court room where black people were not even

         12  allowed to walk on the same sidewalk when white

         13  people were walking on they had to get off the

         14  sidewalk, stood up in an American courtroom, and

         15  pointed his finger at a white man who committed

         16  murder and said dah he who kill --

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Councilman,

         18  time. You only have one minute.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: One minute?

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes, I'm

         21  sorry, resolutions are only one minute.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: I'll come

         23  back.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         25  Council member.
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          2                 Council Member Martinez.

          3                 You're so well behaved, Councilman.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

          5  Madam Public Advocate.

          6                 I want to ask the support of my

          7  colleagues on Resolution 42, which opposes the

          8  federal temporary guest worker program and support

          9  the passage of a comprehensive immigration reform

         10  that include permanent legalization and fair work

         11  protection for immigrants.

         12                 Madam Public Advocate, we have a

         13  responsibility as a Council in the City of New York

         14  to send a clear message that we'll oppose any modern

         15  day slavery where workers will be exploited and

         16  where the family reunification act is at risk.

         17                 We must support legislation that will

         18  unite families, that will guarantee protection to

         19  workers and will guarantee permanent legalization.

         20                 So, I ask my colleague to please

         21  support the resolution and let's send a clear

         22  message to Washington that New York City does not

         23  support the current proposal on the table.

         24                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council
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          2  Member Sanders.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you,

          4  Madam Public Advocate.

          5                 I want to rise at this moment to

          6  support the family of Emmett Till. The crimes are

          7  many, the restitutions are few. There are some

          8  crimes that are known as higher than simply civil

          9  rights, human rights crimes, and the whole human

         10  community needs to look in and ensure that justice

         11  is done.

         12                 The clock does not stop on this

         13  question of justice, it won't stop in the next life,

         14  but we should make sure that it doesn't have to go

         15  to the next life. Let's get some justice in this

         16  life.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member Brewer.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

         21  much.

         22                 I just want to rise also in support

         23  of Tish James, City Council member, and the work

         24  that she has done in support of Emmett Till.

         25                 And I want to also congratulate this
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          2  film maker, and also my friend Marsha Smith and

          3  Stanley Nelson who have also done a film about the

          4  same family.

          5                 And the reason I say this is because

          6  when we think about bringing these items to light,

          7  we have to remember that it's the arts and the

          8  culture of our community that manages to bring this

          9  to the public, and to just remind all of us of the

         10  importance not only of this issue but of cultural

         11  funding, one more example of how important that kind

         12  of funding is, to bring issues like this to the

         13  public.

         14                 Thank you very much.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member Yassky.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you.

         18                 I, too, rise in support of Resolution

         19  274-A, and I commend my colleague, Council Member

         20  James, for bringing this to our attention. It is not

         21  too late for justice. It is not too late for truth,

         22  and we need, we have our own truth and

         23  reconciliation that we do in this country and it is

         24  not too late, and this is not simply about an

         25  injustice of 40 or rather 50 years ago. This is an
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          2  injustice that continues as long as the murderers

          3  are at large and subject to being punished but not

          4  being pursued.

          5                 And just as when I ask this body to

          6  join with me in calling on the Department of Justice

          7  to provide Justice for Holocaust survivors who are

          8  alive today and can still receive justice, so, too,

          9  here must we call on the Department of Justice to do

         10  what is right.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time. Thank

         13  you.

         14                 Council Member Clarke.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

         16  Madam Public Advocate.

         17                 I'd like to add my voice to those in

         18  the Chambers today who are in support of Resolution

         19  274-A.

         20                 Let us not lose sight of the fact

         21  that we are calling upon the Attorney General to

         22  reopen this case, and that new evidence has been

         23  uncovered due to the courageous work of Keith

         24  Bouchant.

         25                 So, I want to just bring that to our
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          2  colleagues' attention. We need to bring this to the

          3  attention of the citizenry of the City of New York,

          4  and that all pressure be brought to bear to the

          5  Attorney General's Office to get the case reopened.

          6                 I'm also in favor of Resolution 252,

          7  dealing with temporary guest worker programs, and

          8  Resolution 262, which calls for an equitable funding

          9  distribution to the New York State -- to the New

         10  York City Probation Department. We are severely

         11  underfunded and we are having challenges really

         12  dealing with the probationers here in the City of

         13  New York.

         14                 I ask for your support on these three

         15  resolutions.

         16                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  Member Vann.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Thank you, Madam

         20  Public Advocate.

         21                 I would just like to add my voice in

         22  support of Resolution 294.

         23                 I think the brutal and barbaric and

         24  racist killing of Emmett Till shocked the conscience

         25  of America at that time. And I know that the courage
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          2  of his family and close friends ignited the massive

          3  resistance which led to the fueling of the Civil

          4  Rights Movement at that time.

          5                 And I'd like to make the film maker,

          6  this gentleman who has taken it to the next level

          7  because Emmett Till does not rest in peace yet, but

          8  hopefully through the efforts here and the support

          9  of this City Council, that all around America they

         10  will follow this lead, and Ashcroft will hear that

         11  protest. This case will be reopened and one day

         12  Emmett will rest in peace because Justice will have

         13  been done, justice will have been served.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         16  nobody else, let's have a voice vote on the

         17  Resolution.

         18                 Resolution 42. All in favor?

         19                 Opposed?

         20                 Adopted.

         21                 Resolution 165. In favor?

         22                 Opposed?

         23                 Adopted.

         24                 Resolution 199. In favor?

         25                 Opposed?
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          2                 Adopted.

          3                 Resolution 235. In favor?

          4                 Opposed?

          5                 Adopted.

          6                 Resolution 262. In favor?

          7                 Opposed?

          8                 Adopted.

          9                 Resolution 274-A.  In favor?

         10                 Opposed?

         11                 Adopted.

         12                 Resolution 294. In favor?

         13                 Opposed?

         14                 Adopted.

         15                 Speaker Miller.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: I just want to bring

         17  to the attention of my colleagues that one of our

         18  colleagues and good friends Andrew Lanza, on

         19  Saturday morning -- right? Saturday morning? Had a

         20  baby boy. Congratulations, Andrew. A.J. His first

         21  son, his third child. Congratulations to your wife.

         22  We know she's well. And congratulations to the whole

         23  family. We're thrilled for you my friend.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member Gentile.
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          2                 General Discussion.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Thank you,

          4  Madam Public Advocate.

          5                 I just wish to call attention today,

          6  the re-introduction of my legislation from last

          7  year, Intro. 351, which would suspend all parking

          8  meter regulations on Sunday. It's unfair for the

          9  City to levy an additional tax, and that's what this

         10  is, a tax to those who pray on Sundays, who enjoy

         11  their day of leisure.

         12                 Churches and congregations across the

         13  City are outraged by these regulations. They often

         14  result in hefty fines, aggravation for parishioners

         15  during the middle of a worship service.

         16                 When I brought this issue to the

         17  public's attention last summer, it had only been

         18  weeks since the City had increased Sunday regulation

         19  to 19,000 meters, and it's not uncommon for

         20  church-goers to have to interrupt their service to

         21  feed the meter.

         22                 Sunday is a day of reflection,

         23  relaxation, and drivers should be able to sit down

         24  through a meal at ten religious services, or shop

         25  without constantly trying to avoid a hefty fine.

                                                            83

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 In a city that never sleeps, New

          3  Yorkers deserve a day off.

          4                 Thirteen of my colleagues previously

          5  signed onto this bill, and I asked my colleagues to

          6  again sign onto this reintroduction.

          7                 I'd also like to call my colleagues'

          8  attention to Resolution 325, on the MTA to maintain

          9  weekend express bus service on the X 27, X 28 lines,

         10  running from Bayridge in Bensonhurst to other parts

         11  of Southern Brooklyn to Midtown Manhattan. They are

         12  due to be terminated May 31st.

         13                 Not only an issue for senior citizens

         14  and disabled who have no way to get to a subway

         15  because they are not handicapped accessible, but

         16  it's an issue of equity for all of us. It's an

         17  inequity because the MTA is willing to spend $230

         18  million to upgrade suburban commuter transit lines,

         19  but will not spend a million dollars to maintain the

         20  bus lines in Brooklyn.

         21                 It's an inequity because the MTA is

         22  saying weekend bus service was only to substitute

         23  for the construction on the subways. That is not

         24  true, that is an inequity because it's south

         25  Brooklynites who take the Verranzano Bridge to
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          2  Staten Island, a chunk of that $8 fare --

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time,

          4  Council member.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: -- Goes to

          6  the Long Island Railroad.

          7                 I ask for everybody's support,

          8  because it affects everybody, Resolution 325.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  member.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Thank you.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         13  Member Jackson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         15  Madam Public Advocate.

         16                 My colleagues, I ask you to consider

         17  signing onto preconsidered Intro. 348, 349, 352,

         18  353, 354, 355 and 362. These are a series of intros

         19  that deal with contract procurement reform, which is

         20  not a very sexy issue, but I'll tell you, these

         21  preconsidered intros will save the City of New York

         22  millions of dollars so that we can then decide on

         23  with the Mayor where these millions of dollars the

         24  City is going to save, are put into programs that

         25  affect our constituents.
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          2                 So, take a look at those and please

          3  sign on for them.

          4                 I think this is a win/win situation.

          5  It appears as though as someone said at the hearing

          6  that we had the other day, that all the stars are

          7  aligned, and so everything is going along positively

          8  right now, as far as procurement with the City

          9  Council and the Mayor's Office of Contracts. So, I

         10  ask all of you with the win/win situation to sign

         11  onto these intros.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member Fidler.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Thank you,

         16  Madam Public Advocate.

         17                 I was going to acknowledge the young

         18  people who are up in the balcony, who appear to be

         19  gone. They are here today, and I assume they're

         20  still around, because we're going to have a rally at

         21  5:00 at City Hall Park on behalf of summer jobs in

         22  this City, and I have tried to make as many of my

         23  colleagues aware of the fact as possible.

         24                 We had 39,000 summer jobs in the City

         25  of New York last year, that was down from 50,000 to
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          2  the years before that, and currently the budget has

          3  money for 17,000. That's a cut of 22,000 summer

          4  jobs.

          5                 We need to restore the $10 million in

          6  City tax levy money that the Mayor seems unwilling

          7  to put into his budget. We need to get 10 million

          8  from the State of New York, and then on top of that

          9  we need to add 17 million more, before we get 39,000

         10  summer jobs in the City.

         11                 So, I invite any of my colleagues who

         12  are here and listening to join us today at 5:00,

         13  City Hall Park, to make sure that our kids get

         14  what's coming to them this summer, and that's a

         15  summer job.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         17  Member Seabrook.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Thank you,

         19  very much, Madam Public Advocate. I think I've got

         20  two more minutes on this issue.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes, sir.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: As I was

         23  saying before I was cut off, is that historically

         24  this family, again, has risen to the occasion. Miss

         25  Till, Miss Mamie Till, who was a courageous woman at
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          2  the time, courageous, and we need to thank also

          3  Johnson Publication, because when we was growing up,

          4  Al, it was in the Jet Book, and my mother showed us

          5  that picture of what they had did to little Emmett

          6  Till, and they didn't want that picture shown ever,

          7  but Emmett's mother said I want the world to see

          8  what they did to my son.

          9                 And there's no fabrication to this

         10  because the men that did it later admitted that they

         11  did it and got paid for their story. Because

         12  double-jeopardy said, well, they were tried by all

         13  white, male jury, that was there at the time, and

         14  allowed them not to be prosecuted for a murder.

         15  These white men killed this boy. Emmett Till was a

         16  boy. He was 14 years old. Brutally murdered and the

         17  way in which they killed him, shot him, weighted his

         18  body down in the Mississippi River, floating along

         19  with many other unknown blacks, during that time,

         20  but his mother was courageous, the family was

         21  courageous, and that's why we owe them a sense of

         22  dignity and respect for standing up when you could

         23  be cut out and killed in Mississippi.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time,

         25  Council member.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Already?

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: But anyway,

          5  I want to thank that family. Because that family

          6  stood up and Mose Wright was my example of a man's

          7  man.

          8                 Thank you very much.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         10  Council member.

         11                 Council Member Clarke.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

         13  Madam Public Advocate.

         14                 I just wanted to bring to the

         15  attention of my colleagues that the News Chopper 4

         16  Helicopter crashed, that crashed in a two-family

         17  home was in my district yesterday, and I want to

         18  really publicly talk about the heroic effort of the

         19  helicopter pilot. He really averted what could have

         20  been an extremely tragic loss of life, as well as

         21  the heroic and professional and coordinated efforts

         22  of our NYPD, EMS, and FDNY. They did an

         23  extraordinary job. And I just thank God that

         24  everyone is safe and that we will pray for the

         25  speedy recovery of those who actually endured the
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          2  impact. But all is well in the 40th Council District

          3  and we want to give thanks to that.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          5  Member Perkins.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I just want

          7  to finish the comments I started which is the last

          8  time I had two minutes, which is essentially, first,

          9  I wanted to again thank the family for what they

         10  have done to bring our nation's awareness to the

         11  great tragedy, number one.

         12                 Number two, I was starting to suggest

         13  that this is a curriculum item. This is a matter

         14  that should be taught to our children in our public

         15  schools so that they never forget, so that we can

         16  understand where we have been and where we have to

         17  go. Many of our young people do not know about what

         18  has happened. And, so, they may be subject to

         19  perpetuating in one way or another what has

         20  happened, not only in the black community but in all

         21  communities.

         22                 And, so, I think that this is the

         23  kind of matter that requires not only this Council's

         24  support, but there should be Councils throughout the

         25  country that pass similar resolution so that there
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          2  be a national voice about this particular tragedy

          3  that is emblematic of so many others, and that it's

          4  once again put into the curriculum of our children's

          5  education.

          6                 It is this type of education, not for

          7  the sake of shaming anybody, but for the sake of

          8  remembering, because if we forget, then we will

          9  repeat.

         10                 Thank you very much.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         12  Council member.

         13                 Council Member Yassky.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you.

         15                 First, I want to commend our great

         16  Speaker for introducing Resolution 318, which I

         17  proudly add my name to, which will designate May as

         18  Security Officers Appreciation Month. These folks

         19  are today really at the first line of defense in

         20  this new era, and I think we have got to pay

         21  attention and give the training and tools that

         22  they're going to need to do their job in this new

         23  era.

         24                 I also want to alert my colleagues to

         25  the fact that today Council Members Vann and Eva
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          2  Moskowitz and myself are introducing Intro. 365, the

          3  Gun Industry Responsibility Act, which we are

          4  reintroducing again from last year, and I hope that

          5  you will all join us in signing onto this bill,

          6  which will establish a code of responsible conduct

          7  for firearms dealers, and then subject them to

          8  liability if they fail to adhere to that code, and

          9  one of their product is used to harm someone here in

         10  New York City.

         11                 We still suffer from a flood of

         12  illegal firearms in the City and the Gun Industry

         13  Responsibility Act would help cut that down.

         14                 I hope you will all join me in

         15  co-sponsoring it and adjoin me along with Al Vann

         16  and Eva Moskowitz in co-sponsoring this bill.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member Lopez.

         20                 Margarita.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Thank you,

         22  Madam Public Advocate.

         23                 I am rising to call the attention of

         24  all my colleagues to Reso 328.

         25                 This Reso is speaking about approving
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          2  as an official identification, the electronic

          3  benefit transfer card.

          4                 The reason I have put this in place

          5  is because the population of homeless people in the

          6  City of New York have increasingly been submitted to

          7  harassment because they don't have valid

          8  identification.

          9                 The only way for a person to acquire

         10  valid identification in this City is through a

         11  non-driver ID (sic). In order for you to get that

         12  ID, you need to provide other set of identification,

         13  and on top of that, you need $15 that that is the

         14  cost of that particular ID.

         15                 Right now homeless people who are

         16  citizens of United States have an identification in

         17  their hands, and that identification is the

         18  electronic benefit transfer. You have the

         19  photograph, you have the name, and you have the

         20  information necessary for them to be identified.

         21                 The police routinely stop them

         22  because they have to have an ID with an address. A

         23  homeless person cannot have an address because he's

         24  homeless by definition.

         25                 Therefore, I'm putting this
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          2  resolution in place to see if we can help the

          3  homeless population to have a valid ID recognized by

          4  the State, by the City, in order, for example, to be

          5  not harassed by the Police Department when they

          6  cannot issue an identification of who they are,

          7  where they live and what kind of a person they are.

          8                 I hope that my colleagues sign onto

          9  this resolution, and we can move forward to help the

         10  homeless population to acquire some kind of form of

         11  ID without having to put money out and without going

         12  through the third degree.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         15  Council member.

         16                 Council Member Nelson, you want to

         17  change your vote?

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: No. I want to

         19  thank them for their tremendous courage, and I don't

         20  care how long it takes to rectify an injustice, and

         21  the fact that you all stood by this and the work

         22  that you've been putting into this throughout the

         23  years, is just so gratifying to more people than you

         24  probably know.

         25                 I think even in the south the way it
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          2  was back then, I think even in the south today I

          3  know there's still problems like there is in the

          4  north, but I think you have so many more people up

          5  there comparatively, certainly in the fifties, when

          6  I was down in the sixties and I saw a little bit

          7  that was going on down there, and I'm just so happy

          8  that you're keeping the fight going. Thank you.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         10                 Are you changing your vote, Council

         11  member?

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: No.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: No, okay.

         14                 Seeing nobody else, the meeting is

         15  adjourned. Thank you, all.

         16                 (Hearing concluded at 3:15 p.m.)
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          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 5th day of May 2004.
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