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          2                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Good afternoon.

          3  Welcome to the Subcommittee on Planning,

          4  Dispositions and Concessions. We're going to open up

          5  LU No. 112, Council Member Sanders and Council

          6  Member Hirim Monserrate, which is the extension

          7  long-term lease of the John F. Kennedy and LaGuardia

          8  Airport to 2050.

          9                 We have some speakers on the item.

         10  We're going to call up Deputy Mayor Don Doctoroff

         11  and William DeCota from the Port Authority. Can you

         12  please identify yourself?

         13                 DEPUTY MAYOR DOCTOROFF: I'm Dan

         14  Doctoroff, Deputy Mayor for Economical Development

         15  and Rebuilding for the City of New York.

         16                 MR. DECOTA: I'm William DeCota, the

         17  Director of Aviation for the Port Authority of New

         18  York and New Jersey.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Deputy Mayor.

         20                 DEPUTY MAYOR DOCTOROFF: Thank you

         21  very much. It is my pleasure to come before the

         22  Subcommittee on Planning Dispositions and

         23  Concessions to discuss what I believe, what the

         24  Bloomberg Administration believes, is an historical

         25  agreement between the Port Authority and the City of
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          2  New York that resolves several long standing issues

          3  in a way that enables the Port Authority to make the

          4  investments it needs to make in the airports as well

          5  as provides the City with substantially more

          6  revenues than it has achieved before.

          7                 At the same time, for the first time,

          8  the City will have a direct say in the operations of

          9  the airports and so we're very pleased to be here

         10  today to talk about the agreement that we've

         11  reached. I thought what I might do very quickly is

         12  just summarize the terms of that agreement and then

         13  obviously, you can open it up for questions.

         14                 First of all, the agreement itself

         15  extends the current lease on JFK airport and

         16  LaGuardia through 2050. Currently, they're schedule

         17  to terminate in 2015. As you aware, the City owns

         18  the land underneath the airports and the Port

         19  Authority leases the land in order to operate the

         20  airports. Significantly, the City will receive much

         21  greater payments for its ownership interests of the

         22  land. A roughly $700 million back payment will be

         23  paid to the City at the time the transaction closes

         24  which is expected to be toward the end of June or

         25  early July. Then each year's rent payment will be
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          2  increased from a minimum of $3.5 million which is

          3  what it has been historically to a minimum of $93.5

          4  million. That may increase every five years

          5  depending upon the airports gross revenues. The

          6  formula for that will either be eight percent of the

          7  previous year's gross revenues or 10 percent of the

          8  average for the previous five years.

          9                 Significantly, the agreement also

         10  calls for $50 million in funding for Queens Capital

         11  Projects. That will be determined by the City

         12  itself. The projects have not yet been identified.

         13  With respect to improved oversight of airport

         14  operations, oversight, the City has never had an

         15  opportunity before to play a role in the operations

         16  of the airport. With this agreement, for the first

         17  time, the City will have that through an airport

         18  board which is comprised of four City officials and

         19  four Port Authority officials. It will be funded by

         20  both entities using a percentage of the City's rent

         21  payments plus an additional contribution from the

         22  Port Authority.

         23                 We also, significantly, have been

         24  given for the first time rights to audit all the

         25  books and records of the airports as well as review
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          2  the performance standards and help to establish with

          3  the Port Authority performance standards that will

          4  be exposed to the sunlight of the public process.

          5  Port Authority will also provide all requested

          6  financial and non- financial information concerning

          7  airport operations and performance standards as

          8  well.

          9                 A third part of the agreement

         10  actually provides a commitment by the Port Authority

         11  to help provide airport access both to JFK Airport

         12  and in Newark from lower Manhattan. As you're aware,

         13  one of lower Manhattan's competitive disadvantage is

         14  the fact that it is too difficult to get to relative

         15  to Midtown from too many places. We believe that by

         16  extending access directly from the airports as well

         17  as from Long Island, we can help to eliminate that

         18  competitive advantage. So the agreement itself calls

         19  for the Port Authority to provide funding for direct

         20  airport access from Lower Manhattan to JFK and

         21  Newark provided that there are feasible routes to be

         22  able to do that.

         23                 The Port Authority will allocate $30

         24  million to study extending the Path train to Newark

         25  Liberty Airport and will allocate $60 million to
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          2  study a direct connection from Lower Manhattan to

          3  JFK. In addition, currently the Port Authority, the

          4  MTA, City's EDC and Lower Manhattan Development

          5  Corporation are working with Parsons Sistra

          6  (phonetic) on a feasibility study for airport and

          7  commuter access to Lower Manhattan. We will be

          8  presenting this preferred option within the next

          9  several weeks. If it turns out the projects are

         10  feasible, the Port Authority will construct the Path

         11  extension to Newark at an estimated cost of $500

         12  million and contribute an equivalent amount at a

         13  minimum for airport access to JFK.

         14                 The fourth part of the agreement is

         15  that it actually clarifies a series of issues

         16  related to the World Trade Center site itself.

         17  Particularly focused on the pilot payment for

         18  buildings that will be built on the World Trade

         19  Center site which has been a source of dispute. It

         20  has been disputed well before actually September 11,

         21  2001. Actually going back to the point when Larry

         22  Silverstein (phonetic) assumed lease hold interest

         23  in the site.

         24                 We believe for several different

         25  reasons this agreement is a major benefit to the
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          2  City. But at the same time, enables the Port

          3  Authority to look well into the future and make the

          4  investments to ensure that people from around the

          5  world have great access to New York City and

          6  facilities that we can all be proud of. Thank you.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Thank you,

          8  Deputy Mayor.

          9                 MR. DECOTA: Thank you. I appreciate

         10  the time, Mr. Chairman, to speak before these

         11  committees and before you as Director of Aviation

         12  for the Port Authority to discuss what the Port

         13  Authority and the City believe is a historic

         14  agreement that will benefit air travelers, generate

         15  the public, generate this region for years to come.

         16                 As Director of Aviation for the Port

         17  Authority, my responsibility is not only with regard

         18  to Kennedy and LaGuardia, but also the other

         19  airports in this region, Newark Liberty

         20  International, Teterboro General Aviation Airport in

         21  New Jersey as well as the Downtown Heliport. These

         22  are really vital public assets. The trade travel,

         23  commerce, tourism benefits that they generate are

         24  absolutely essentially to the well- being of this

         25  region. Eighty- four million passengers, two and a
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          2  half million tons of cargo, a huge number of

          3  aircraft movements, $40 billion worth of economic

          4  activity and 400,000 jobs are generated by these

          5  facilities together.

          6                 The two New York airports, LaGuardia

          7  and Kennedy are very vital in that system. They

          8  handle about 54 million passengers. JFK has been the

          9  fastest growing airport in the region. The

         10  phenomenon growth of JetBlue has driven domestic

         11  passenger traffic and for the first time in 20

         12  years, domestic traffic is now eclipsing the already

         13  strong international market that Kennedy has seen

         14  for years.

         15                 LaGuardia also is growing at a rate

         16  of about two and a half percent. It's always been

         17  the premier business airport located close to the

         18  center of the central business district and being

         19  right in the heart of Queens and creating a really

         20  vital part of the local economy. The cargo industry,

         21  an absolute essential part of what we do, an

         22  incredible generator of economic activity here in

         23  the region. More than 5,000 freight forwarders exist

         24  right around Queens alone together with customers

         25  broker. It is 5,000 people employed by air courier
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          2  services. $125 billion worth of air cargo goes

          3  through our airports every year and that's up each

          4  year; 3.1 percent last year.

          5                 Almost one out of every four dollars

          6  of U.S. International Trade that moves into this

          7  country moves through our airport. And I say that to

          8  you because it is important that the airport

          9  operator not only comprehend the needs of the

         10  customers, understand and comprehend and respond to

         11  the needs of the local community; but generate those

         12  huge economic benefits that are necessary.

         13                 Our role is very complex. It is very

         14  multi- layered and we take it very seriously. On the

         15  one hand, airport operators build infrastructure.

         16  They are exchange points to get people and cargo out

         17  of land vehicles into air vehicles by way of

         18  terminals and cargo buildings. But we also manage

         19  and maintain runways. We provide parking. We also

         20  are experts at passenger security, at air cargo and

         21  economic development, at airport access, at

         22  legislative and regulatory reform, at customer

         23  service strategies and community relations.

         24                 Just to show the Port Authority's

         25  commitment, there is a $9.4 billion Redevelopment

                                                            12

          1  SUBCOMMITTEE ON PLANNING

          2  Program underway right now at JFK Airport that has

          3  already resulted in the construction of two award

          4  winning terminals. A major rehabilitation of another

          5  terminal. The creation of 6,000 parking spaces at

          6  the airport. A new air traffic control tower. State

          7  of the art cargo facilities and something we're very

          8  proud of was the December 19, opening of the JFK

          9  AirTrain.

         10                 The improvements at Kennedy have been

         11  recognized worldwide. Kennedy Airport has been named

         12  North America's leading airport in 2003 in the World

         13  Travel Awards. The American Airlines terminal; the

         14  construction of a new terminal for JetBlue; the

         15  completion of their maintenance facility; the

         16  widening and lengthening of runways to handle new

         17  large aircraft. They are all projects that are in

         18  progress and that will be enabled by this historical

         19  City lease agreement.

         20                 We're also pleased to tell you that

         21  at LaGuardia we've just won the prestigious 2004

         22  Richard Griesbach Award of excellence and airport

         23  concessions. Quality of service, price value,

         24  variety delivered by knowledgeable, helpful people

         25  was the hallmark of food beverage and retail at our
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          2  airports. In addition to the services, the

          3  rehabilitation of runways and taxiway; the

          4  rebuilding of the roadways. The rehabilitating the

          5  exterior; the landmark Marine Air Terminal which is

          6  being restored and preserved according to the plan

          7  that show how we routed in our proud history, but

          8  also making sure that our airports are the most

          9  modern in the country. And the goal of those

         10  modernization efforts entirely is too make sure that

         11  our airports perform as best as they can.

         12                 Over the last five years, we began a

         13  major customer service effort to see the airport

         14  through the customer's eyes and deliver services

         15  that we would be absolutely delighted with

         16  ourselves. We monitor, we survey, we mystery shop,

         17  all in an effort to maintain and improve customer

         18  service. We also want to reassure you that the

         19  services that we provide at our airport, we want

         20  them to be of a consistently high level of service

         21  regardless of who provides the service. Whether it's

         22  the Port Authority, whether it's the service

         23  provider, whether it's an airline.

         24                 Our signage system is one example of

         25  that. We call it, follow the black, green and yellow
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          2  brickroad approach. It's been noted by people as

          3  being one of the best signage systems anymore. In

          4  fact, the Society for Environmental Graphic Design

          5  declared as was one of the 40 best designs of the

          6  new century. The fact is, the magazine called our

          7  way finding system the best signage of the 21st

          8  century, bar none. We've led the nation in major

          9  advancements in safety, environmental protection, in

         10  competition, developed practical solutions to

         11  enhance security, doing a lot with airspace redesign

         12  and aviation issues in the airspace and on the air

         13  side.

         14                 Last October, when Governor Pataki

         15  and Mayor Bloomberg announced this historic

         16  agreement that we are discussing today, Joseph

         17  Seymour, the Executive Director of the Port

         18  Authority said, this is a great day for the City,

         19  for the State of New York, for the Port Authority,

         20  but most all of for tens of millions of people who

         21  use JFK and LaGuardia. We have reached an agreement

         22  with the City that makes everyone a winner. We

         23  believe that to be firmly true.

         24                 Since the first time back in 1948

         25  when the City gave the Port Authority responsibility
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          2  for the airports, this is now the time when the City

          3  as the Deputy Mayor mentioned will be an active

          4  partner in the operations and maintenance of

          5  Kennedy. The Port Authority welcomes that

          6  partnership. We are confident that the City now as

          7  an interested partner that we're going to have the

          8  best redevelopment program any place in the entire

          9  country. The best world class facilities that are

         10  airports will continue to be competitive nationally

         11  and internationally.

         12                 But there are challenges we can

         13  tackle together that we couldn't tackle alone.

         14  Congestion and delays whether are on the airfield or

         15  on the land side. The fact is that those are issues

         16  that face our airports. And together the City can

         17  help us fight for meaningful airspace redesign. And

         18  the City can help us move forward on the Land Side

         19  Access Projects that Deputy Mayor mentioned that

         20  this agreement enables.

         21                 Together we can work on so many

         22  issues that the community will know that the Port

         23  Authority and the City working together want to be

         24  the best. Truly by putting the customer and the City

         25  first. We are very anxious to work with the City to
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          2  improve access to the airports. To do some of the

          3  service things that I just mentioned to make sure

          4  that economic activity expands.

          5                 We look forward to marketing this

          6  region together internationally and nationally and

          7  to make sure that we capitalize on thriving tourism

          8  and travel. And finally, we want to work with the

          9  City to ensure smart growth around the airports to

         10  make sure that whatever growth occurs, it is very

         11  compatible. We operate our airports to improve the

         12  quality of life and that's what we intend to do. By

         13  working together, the City and the Council and the

         14  local community, we believe that Kennedy and

         15  LaGuardia can continue to be vital economic engines

         16  to the region and that we can offer world- class

         17  facilities. Thank you very much.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Thank you. I

         19  know we have some questions from some of my

         20  colleagues. I'll call on Council Member Sanders.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you,

         22  Mr. Chair. It's rare when I get the chance to see

         23  two friends sitting before me. I'm sure we'd rather

         24  sit at some different spot on another day. But this

         25  spot will do. My friends, who have shown themselves
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          2  to be people of integrity and to what they say is

          3  what they're going to. With that faith, I want to

          4  commend both of you and the City and the PA for a

          5  great deal for New York City and the PA. It should

          6  be stated and it should be understand that this is a

          7  great deal for both organizations.

          8                 I have a question, however, of how

          9  good this deal is for Queens. That is my question,

         10  of course. Since there are many people up here, I'm

         11  going to be kind and not hog everyone's time. Just

         12  raise one question and perhaps if there is time, Mr.

         13  Chair, I will come back with another. If someone

         14  were kind enough to tell me of the agreement, the

         15  monetary agreement for Queens itself and why was it

         16  ten years or five years. I'm sorry. Five, okay. It

         17  was money figures. Why that figure five years and

         18  how craved in stone that figure is. If I didn't know

         19  better, sir, I bet you that's yours, Deputy Mayor

         20  Doctoroff.

         21                 DEPUTY MAYOR DOCTOROFF: The agreement

         22  provides for the Port Authority to contribute $50

         23  million over a five year period of time to capital

         24  projects in Queens to be selected by the City. We

         25  have in fact been discussing with the Port Authority
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          2  the possibility of getting that number increased. I

          3  believe, in fact, we will be successful in getting

          4  that number increased. Maybe as to much as $100

          5  million.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Who can argue

          7  with that? Sir, I have my question answered and I

          8  will turn it back to you, Mr. Chair. Thank you very

          9  much both of you gentlemen for coming out here.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Thank you.

         11  Before I continue, I want to introduce the members

         12  of the Committee. Council Member Vincent Gentile,

         13  Hiram Monserrate, Council Member Joel Rivera, Andrew

         14  Lanza and Mike Nelson. We've also been joined by

         15  Council Member Sanders, Leroy Comrie and Joseph

         16  Addabbo. Council Member Monserrate, you have a

         17  question.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Good

         19  afternoon to you gentlemen. I just want to get some

         20  clarity here on the back payment, $700 million that

         21  you said, Deputy Mayor. That's back payment for

         22  which years and when is that payable?

         23                 DEPUTY MAYOR DOCTOROFF: Well, it is

         24  $500 million as a lump sum payment. That's probably

         25  a better way to describe it. And then a back payment
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          2  of $93.5 million for each of 2002 and 2003 with

          3  interest. In total, that comes up to $700 million.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: So, 2004

          5  rent will be $93.5 plus the eight percent or

          6  something to that?

          7                 DEPUTY MAYOR DOCTOROFF: Just $93.5

          8  million is the minimum payment to the extent that

          9  eight percent of airport revenues, gross revenues

         10  are greater than $93.5 million, then the number

         11  would be greater for the previous year.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: The other

         13  question I have is with respect to the 102 Street

         14  Bridge which is in my district. Who actually owns

         15  that bridge?

         16                 DEPUTY MAYOR DOCTOROFF: It is my

         17  understanding that with respect to that bridge, the

         18  Port Authority actually owns the bridge. And it is

         19  agreed by both parties that the Port Authority will

         20  be solely responsible and assume all liability for

         21  providing all necessary maintenance and up keep of

         22  the bridge.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Is there

         24  another bridge in question also? Is there another

         25  110th Street bridge?
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          2                 DEPUTY MAYOR DOCTOROFF: Not that I'm

          3  aware of.

          4                 MR. DECOTA: I believe there was some

          5  question about the 94th Street bridge.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: 94th

          7  Street bridge, right.

          8                 MR. DECOTA: I believe the City has

          9  agreed to maintain that. I should also add,

         10  Councilman, that the Port Authority already has a

         11  very aggressive program to make sure that the 102nd

         12  Street bridge is maintained. It's a project that's

         13  funded on our capital plan and work is about to

         14  commence to do whatever rehabilitation and

         15  structural integrity work needs to be done on that.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: So, the

         17  94th Street bridge will be maintained --

         18                 MR. DECOTA: By the City.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: -- By the

         20  City of New York and the 102nd Street bridge will be

         21  maintained by the Port --

         22                 DEPUTY MAYOR DOCTOROFF: Let me

         23  clarify something. Excuse me, Mr. Councilman. The

         24  94th Street bridge is actually a State DOT.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: So, then
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          2  the State is going to be responsible?

          3                 DEPUTY MAYOR DOCTOROFF: Correct.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: We're

          5  clear on that now. 94th Street, the State is going

          6  to maintain. State is what he just testified to. The

          7  Deputy Mayor's testimony now is that the 94th Street

          8  bridge is in fact owned by the State and they will

          9  maintain it and the prior testimony was that 102nd

         10  Street bridge would be maintained by the Port

         11  Authority. I just wanted to make sure that was clear

         12  and it was on the record. Thank you very much. Mr.

         13  Chair.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: I know that our

         15  Chairperson of the Land Use Committee, Melinda Katz.

         16  I have to introduce you because I know you have a

         17  question now. You have a question.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Mr. DeCota,

         19  Deputy Mayor Doctoroff, I want to thank you for

         20  being here today. I mean just for the record, a few

         21  things if I might, Mr. Chair. We have been in

         22  negotiations with the City, I would say for quite a

         23  long time now. I would like to thank them for their

         24  openness and their responsiveness to the Council on

         25  these issues. I do think they have attempted and
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          2  done well in getting the message out and working

          3  with the members of the Council. I want to thank

          4  both of them for that.

          5                 But there has been a few issues that

          6  has come up that I really want to make clear for the

          7  record as Council Monserrate did on other issues.

          8  When we meet many, many months ago about this lease,

          9  we talked a lot about the Memorandum of

         10  Understanding and side agreements that the Port

         11  Authority and the City would agree to and that would

         12  make the members a little more content with what is

         13  going on here today.

         14                 We have a Memorandum of Understanding

         15  and a side agreement which talked basically about

         16  quite a few things. Number one is what Council

         17  Member Monserrate brought up about 102nd Street

         18  bridge, but also about the Community Advisory Board

         19  and also about an Airport Board. There is a few

         20  issues with that. Number one, these are drafts.

         21  Understanding that we needed to go forward with a

         22  vote today, these had to be drafts. But I would like

         23  a commitment on the record really by the City and by

         24  the Port Authority that these are things that you

         25  ultimately will agree to and sign. But number two,
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          2  if you could go over very briefly, the Airport Board

          3  and the Community Advisory Board, I would appreciate

          4  that.

          5                 DEPUTY MAYOR DOCTOROFF: Sure. And I

          6  will confirm that we will enter into these as part

          7  of the overall agreement when the final agreement is

          8  concluded. There are two boards actually. One, a

          9  subsidiary board of the second board which is called

         10  the Airport Board. The Airport Board will be

         11  comprised of four appointees from the Port Authority

         12  and four appointees from the City. Three will be

         13  named by the Mayor and we expect them to be members

         14  of the Administration. The fourth City appointee

         15  will be the Borough President as the only elected

         16  official who represents all of Queens.

         17                 The Board itself is obligated to meet

         18  at least once each quarter when it will review and

         19  hope in great detail of the operations of both

         20  airports against passenger satisfaction and

         21  operational performance standards that will be set

         22  forth in the performance standard agreement between

         23  the City and the Port Authority. Where the Port

         24  Authority's performance has shown a decline in any

         25  category, the Board shall be empowered to make
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          2  recommendations to the Port Authority to remedy the

          3  problem.

          4                 Each year, the Board will review the

          5  Port Authority's annual statement and determination

          6  of the base rent because that's all going to be

          7  based off of gross revenues as defined in the

          8  agreement for accuracy. The Airport Board has the

          9  ability to request all information including

         10  subleases, contracts and other things entered into

         11  by the Port Authority at the airports.

         12                 The Board shall also be furnished and

         13  all of this is new. The City's never had access to

         14  this information before with all service agreements

         15  between the City and the Port Authority for its

         16  review and recommendations. And while the Port

         17  Authority has the ability and the right to make all

         18  necessary physical improvements in order to maintain

         19  the airports as modern world- class facilities, the

         20  Board is empowered to request from the Port

         21  Authority notification of all capital improvements

         22  in order that they may be commented on. As part of

         23  that, the Port Authority, will provide the Board

         24  with its capital plan each fiscal year.

         25                 Several other things that the Board
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          2  will be advised on and will have an opportunity to

          3  comment on include, it will have the ability to meet

          4  periodically with the Port Authority Police as well

          5  as the New York City Taxi and Limousine Commissioner

          6  to review taxi and black car operations at the

          7  airports. And then, significantly, the Board will

          8  meet quarterly with the Airport Community Advisory

          9  Board which I'll discuss in a moment, to discuss

         10  airport operations as they affect the community.

         11                 I guess one other thing is that the

         12  Airport Board will also interact with the airline

         13  industry. Whether those are the airline

         14  representatives, the private terminal operators, air

         15  cargo handlers, representatives of the JFK and

         16  LaGuardia Chamber of Commerce to serve to some

         17  extent as a liaison between the City and the Port

         18  Authority and the aviation industry. That is the

         19  Airport Board.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Just to make it

         21  clear also with everyone sitting here, the old lease

         22  and please stop me when I'm wrong, but I'd like to

         23  get this on the record. The old lease was about $3

         24  million a year. What would happen is the $3 million

         25  was the gross. But the Port Authority was able and
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          2  there was an issue as to whether it was able or not

          3  to take out the capital money they invested. Gross

          4  revenue just for the record will include everything

          5  when we are calculating the eight and a half percent

          6  or the $93 million. They will not take out money for

          7  capital improvements. The bare minimum that this

          8  City will receive for this lease today is $93

          9  million a year. Period.

         10                 DEPUTY MAYOR DOCTOROFF: Part of the

         11  problem and I don't think this was anybody's fault

         12  other than the drafters a very long time ago with

         13  the previous agreement was it was incredibly

         14  complexed. You could bring in an army of accountants

         15  and there would still be a dispute as to what the

         16  number was that the Port Authority owed the City

         17  every year.

         18                 By basing the calculation off of the

         19  relatively easy to define gross revenues which

         20  includes basically everything that comes into the

         21  airports in terms of revenues, we have eliminated

         22  that possibility. And as you mentioned, the minimum

         23  under any scenario will be $93.5 million compared to

         24  $3.5 million which is where it was before.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Mr. Chair, can I
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          2  beg your indulgence with one more question? If I

          3  might? One more question. There was an issue that I

          4  know our Borough President had brought up and I know

          5  she is going to testify so I don't want to put words

          6  in Borough President Marshall's mouth. But a few of

          7  the Council Members have also discussed it which is

          8  in 1999 with the AirTrain, there was a lease issued.

          9  This is my understanding. For the Vanwyck

         10  Expressway, I believe it was part of the arterial

         11  and also part of Sutphin Boulevard which I know that

         12  the Port Authority agreed to maintain if I'm not

         13  mistaken for only two more years. When this lease

         14  came up for renewal, even though that now is part of

         15  Kennedy Airport, that area was not included in this

         16  renewal. I guess my question is why? But also the

         17  second question and probably more important one is,

         18  is there a way as we move forward to include that

         19  area so that the Port Authority will continue to be

         20  responsible for the maintenance of that area?

         21                 MR. DECOTA: That has certainly been

         22  under discussion and I'm aware of the fact that it's

         23  not part of this ULURP. The work that you described

         24  was part of the ULURP process for the original JFK

         25  AirTrain system. And the Port Authority and the City
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          2  fully expect because we're investing quite a bit of

          3  money in the beautification and the landscaping

          4  along the Vanwyke that that maintenance continue to

          5  occur. The Port Authority's contract for that work

          6  includes two years of guaranteed maintenance.

          7                 We've had discussions with City DOT

          8  because the landscaping that's been installed is

          9  considered to be very low maintenance landscaping.

         10  It was specifically selected for both beauty as well

         11  as low maintenance. So, the DOT and we have had

         12  discussion. The Departments of Parks and Recreation

         13  has issued guidelines that we follow. We have

         14  discussions with them. It's all of our intent to

         15  keep that maintenance going. We're going to have to

         16  have some further discussions with the City to

         17  figure out how that can actually occur.

         18                 But we're aware of your interest and

         19  of the Borough President's interest in making sure

         20  that happened. I want to reassure you that if you

         21  look at what we've done with the Vanwyck Expressway

         22  on airport, that's the same standard we'd like to

         23  see off airport because it's very welcoming and

         24  obviously can be very daunting getting to an

         25  airport. So, it's very critical to all of us that
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          2  happens. You have our commitment that we're going to

          3  figure out how that maintenance occurs and to make

          4  sure that it happens.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: As you're

          6  figuring it out, of course, you'll keep our Borough

          7  President in the loop and the Council Members who's

          8  district it represents?

          9                 MR. DECOTA: Absolutely, yes.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Thank you very

         11  much.

         12                 MR. DECOTA: Thank you.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Thank you, Mr.

         14  Chair.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Thank you

         16  Council Member, Chairperson Katz. I just have a

         17  quick question in reference to the $5 million for

         18  five years to total $50 million. How is the

         19  determination going to be made in terms of the

         20  investment that the Port Authority is going to make

         21  in Queens? We say $50 million for Queens. What does

         22  that mean?

         23                 DEPUTY MAYOR DOCTOROFF: Well,

         24  ultimately, the decision will be made by the Mayor.

         25  But with the advice and counsel of not just the
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          2  Airport Board, but more significantly of the Airport

          3  Community Advisory Board which is the second board

          4  that I didn't get a chance to describe. Essentially,

          5  as a part of this agreement, we are establishing a

          6  New York City Airport Community Advisory Board which

          7  will be a subdivision of the Airport Board. Its

          8  purpose is to represent the interest of the

          9  community surrounding both JFK and LaGuardia.

         10                 It will work with the Airport Board

         11  to which it will issue quarterly reports on

         12  community concerns involving the airport's impacts

         13  on the neighborhoods in the vicinity of JFK and

         14  LaGuardia. The Community Advisory Board will be

         15  comprised of those elected City Council Members

         16  representing Council Districts 21, 22, 27, 31, 32 as

         17  well as the Chairperson's of the Council Committee

         18  on Land Use and Transportation. The Advisory Board

         19  members will be appointed by the Mayor and shall

         20  serve for a term of two years. They will be the

         21  specific Council Members represented districts or

         22  lead the committees as I discussed.

         23                 Under really two major purposes to

         24  the Community Advisory Board, the first one is to

         25  provide a regular communication vehicle between the
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          2  Port Authority and the City of New York via the

          3  representatives on the Airport Board and those

          4  impacted communities. And secondly, to develop and

          5  submit capital projects to be funded by the Port

          6  Authority as part of the airport's lease for

          7  consideration in Queens. That determination,

          8  however, about which projects will be selected will

          9  ultimately be the Mayor's, but will be done with

         10  consultation from the Airport's Community Advisory

         11  Board.

         12                 In terms of some of the

         13  technicalities, the Community Advisory Board members

         14  themselves will elect a Chairperson annually and

         15  from among the appointed members and that person

         16  will be responsible for reporting to the Airport

         17  Board in coordinating the quarterly meetings. That

         18  is essentially the second board. That's where the

         19  feedback in terms of projects will come from.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         21  Deputy Mayor. Second question I have, will the

         22  Council have or will the information of the audit

         23  that as part of the agreement is that the Port

         24  Authority is going to open up its book and share and

         25  the City will audit their books. Will the Council
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          2  have that information made available to the Council?

          3                 DEPUTY MAYOR DOCTOROFF: I would

          4  assume that certainly at a minimum summary form the

          5  information will be available and my guess is much

          6  more information. The whole purpose of creating the

          7  Airport Board and providing the information that

          8  we've never received before is to ensure that the

          9  public's aware of what's going on at the airports

         10  and has an opportunity through the Mayor and the

         11  Borough President as well as ultimately through the

         12  Community Advisory Board to have input.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Thank you.

         14  Council Member Comrie.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you, Mr.

         16  Chair. Good afternoon, Mr. DeCota and Deputy Mayor.

         17  I also want to congratulate you on putting this

         18  lease together and all of the work that has been

         19  involved in it. But I also want to admonish you to

         20  consider that the AirTrain area is on site and on

         21  airport no matter what the physical location is. You

         22  said off site and that bothers me. I think that with

         23  the ones that ride that hopefully will be

         24  forthcoming soon that the entire property be

         25  considered airport property and that the Port
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          2  Authority has primary maintenance on term of that

          3  property. I hate for that property to be considered

          4  just a corridor and not maintained because it's so

          5  visual for the Sutphin Boulevard, Long Island

          6  Railroad area.

          7                 It's a visual for people moving in

          8  and back forth along the Vanwyck Expressway and the

          9  corridor and the residents to that area. I would

         10  consider to build in as part of your final agreement

         11  to consider all of that property airport property.

         12  Not on airport or off airport but as part of the

         13  entire airport family. With the maintenance

         14  primarily under the Port Authority. Primarily

         15  because as you know, historically there has been a

         16  real issue on maintaining properties or airport

         17  property as you said, you have to figure out if it

         18  is DOT or City or et cetera.

         19                 I would really consider and admonish

         20  that we consider that Port Authority property so

         21  that those communities can feel comfortable about

         22  their long-term agreement that they signed off on. I

         23  know all of the community boards had codiciles that

         24  the Port Authority would maintain it because they

         25  have had major bad experiences with trying to figure
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          2  out who is on first. I would say, let's build that

          3  in now while we're doing these agreements so we

          4  won't have to worry about who is on first two years

          5  from now or a year from now. Those are major

          6  gateways and major facilities that we would like to

          7  see well maintained and I believe the Port Authority

          8  has the best ability to do that.

          9                 MR. DECOTA: Thank you, Councilman.

         10  Your comments are very well noted and very much

         11  appreciated. And emotionally, I share that that is a

         12  responsibility of the airport operator to make sure

         13  that the environments surrounding the airport in the

         14  local community that provide access should be

         15  addressed to the community's level of concern as

         16  well as the airport operators and we will certainly

         17  take that into consideration as we craft whatever

         18  agreement we put together to make sure that property

         19  is maintained to the standards that you expect and

         20  that we expect.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I appreciate

         22  that. Again, I want to thank you on all the work

         23  that you are doing. I'm not sure if I want to thank

         24  you for the Airport Advisory Board. We'll work on

         25  that. I want to make sure that is something that has
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          2  some opportunity for community input. I will do my

          3  best to make sure that we put some teeth in that so

          4  that we don't feel that it's just a rubber stamp.

          5  But we need to make sure that there is real

          6  community input and access between the Port

          7  Authority. Not that the Port Authority hasn't been

          8  good with this project. They've had a lot of

          9  community meetings. They've been out in the

         10  community. They set a standard that we need to

         11  maintain. Thank you very much.

         12                 MR. DECOTA: Thank you.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Thank you

         14  Council Member. Council Member Addabbo, then Council

         15  Member Monserrate.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Thank you,

         17  Mr. Chair. Mr. DeCota, Deputy Mayor Doctoroff. I

         18  also want to thank you personally for the time put

         19  into this deal. That it is so critical to not only

         20  the City but to the community surrounding the

         21  airports. Thank you very much for all of those who

         22  put in time in drafting it.

         23                 But since these relations with the

         24  Port Authority, with the airports will continue

         25  beyond the five year plan, the $10 million for five

                                                            36

          1  SUBCOMMITTEE ON PLANNING

          2  years, since the relations with the Port Authority,

          3  the City and these communities will exist well

          4  beyond these five years, is it possible that even

          5  beyond the $10 million for five years, in addition

          6  to that, is it possible that we can work out some

          7  type of deal where there is a continuing influx of

          8  certain monies to the communities by way of a

          9  percentage of some type of revenue? Or some nominal

         10  amount? But something that goes beyond the five

         11  years since the relationship will continue beyond

         12  the five years? Probably for the duration of the

         13  lease?

         14                 DEPUTY MAYOR DOCTOROFF: I don't think

         15  we can do it as part of this agreement. The

         16  agreement as you pointed out was negotiated over a

         17  long period of time. Literally a year and a half it

         18  took to get to this point. That said, I think

         19  throughout the process, the Port Authority

         20  demonstrated a real commitment to being a good

         21  partner to the communities in which it resides. I

         22  know by having more dialogue between the Port

         23  Authority and the City as well as its elected, the

         24  area's elected representatives, we will continue to

         25  develop ideas. I'm confident that the Port Authority
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          2  will be pretty responsive.

          3                 But at this point, in terms of an

          4  additional commitment going beyond that period of

          5  time, I don't think in the time period we're talking

          6  about it's going to be feasible.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: I'll also

          8  add, I do appreciate possibly augmenting the $10

          9  million to an increased amount. But again, looking

         10  to extend beyond the five years, Mr. DeCota, do you

         11  have an opinion on that at all?

         12                 MR. DECOTA: Yes, I have to echo what

         13  the Deputy Mayor said Councilman. In light of the

         14  fact that these negotiations had been protracted,

         15  I'm not sure there would be a possibility of

         16  formerly changing that beyond that which the Deputy

         17  Mayor indicated as now under discussion. But as you

         18  know, we are very committed to the community.

         19                 We're very committed to all of the

         20  neighbors around our airports. Hopefully, we've been

         21  very responsive to the people who live in your

         22  district. We'll do everything we can to continue to

         23  be responsive to those people. You've been wonderful

         24  partners of ours and we do consider you neighbors

         25  not just people who live around the airport.
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          2                 In addition of creating direct

          3  economic benefits, I'm hopeful that we can continue

          4  to target as many as the economic opportunities that

          5  come from those airports back to the local

          6  community. I think that's one of the surest way of

          7  making absolutely certain that the benefits that

          8  come out of airport operations go directly to the

          9  people who are also impacted the most by those

         10  airports.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Thank you.

         12  I'll also go on the record as saying that the

         13  relationship between the Port Authority and my

         14  surrounding area in my district has been great. I

         15  appreciate, again you're working cooperatively with

         16  my residents. Thank you very much. Thank you, Mr.

         17  Chair.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Council Member

         19  Monserrate.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Thank you,

         21  Mr. Chair. Deputy Mayor, with respect to the $50

         22  million in capital monies that you say can

         23  potentially be up $100 million, can we have an

         24  assurance that that money will not be in

         25  substitution of already regular allocated capital
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          2  dollars?

          3                 DEPUTY MAYOR DOCTOROFF: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Good. And

          5  do we have an assurance that this $50 to $100

          6  million will be used exclusively in Queens?

          7                 DEPUTY MAYOR DOCTOROFF: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Okay.

          9  Thank you very much.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Thank you. I

         11  want to echo also both the Administration and the

         12  Port Authority for the cooperation and for being

         13  forth coming in the information. Even though we know

         14  as Council Member Melinda Katz pointed out, this is

         15  a draft. You're forthcoming with the information and

         16  making sure that it was made available to the

         17  Committee and to the members in the perspective

         18  district. Thank you, Deputy Mayor and Mr. DeCota.

         19  Council Member Sanders.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: I just want

         21  to compliment Council Member Monserrate for bringing

         22  this issue to the public. It is one that the public

         23  is best served by hearing everyone and I trust it

         24  was not very painful for the people on the other

         25  side of the table. Thank you very much.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Thank you.

          3                 DEPUTY MAYOR DOCTOROFF: Thank you

          4  very much.

          5                 MR. DECOTA: Thank you.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Borough

          7  President of Queens, Helen Marshall also speaking on

          8  item LU 112.

          9                 BOROUGH PRESIDENT MARSHALL: Good

         10  morning, members. I want to thank the members of the

         11  Planning Committee for providing me with this

         12  opportunity to once again emphasize the important

         13  roles that both JFK and LaGuardia airports play in

         14  the City of New York. As the domestic and

         15  international gateways to our City, it is imperative

         16  that the forthcoming long- term lease between the

         17  City and the Port Authority not only benefits the

         18  aviation industry, but also benefits communities

         19  throughout the City that are affected by the

         20  airports operations.

         21                 I would like to and I don't know if

         22  they've left the room, but Bill DeCota and the Port

         23  Authority have worked with us and I have a long

         24  history with the Port Authority. This is not exactly

         25  new. They have been good and worked very
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          2  cooperatively with us along with Deputy Mayor

          3  Doctoroff.

          4                 As you all know, the airports affect

          5  our communities and indeed the whole City in many

          6  ways. They have bolstered our economy and provided

          7  tens of thousands of on- site jobs and hundreds of

          8  thousands more aviation related jobs. I personally

          9  can witness to that. At the same time, however, the

         10  airports have often been the source of numerous

         11  quality of life problems. Most notably noise and air

         12  pollution and ground traffic around the airports. Of

         13  course, that's a lot a trouble over the years.

         14                 During my more than 20 years in

         15  public office starting with the Assembly where I

         16  served as the Chair of the subcommittee on Airport

         17  Development through my time as a Member of the City

         18  council and now as a Borough President and also as a

         19  Member of Community Board 3 on its Airport

         20  Committee. I have become quite familiar with these

         21  issues affecting our airports over the years. I have

         22  worked with the Administration and many members of

         23  the City Council to ensure that these issues were

         24  addressed.

         25                 Furthermore, I have always tried to
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          2  convey the concerns of our Council Members and

          3  communities to the Administration. This and previous

          4  Administrations. I am pleased that the

          5  Administration has addressed a number of these

          6  concerns in their negotiations with the Port

          7  Authority. In fact, in recognition of the airports

          8  significance to the City and the impact on the City,

          9  the Borough Board and I have recommended approval of

         10  the City's ULURP application with conditions which I

         11  will describe to you in a minute, that would address

         12  some of these concerns.

         13                 First of all, I appreciate the

         14  opportunity to serve on the Airport Oversight Board

         15  which will consist of four members appointed by the

         16  Administration and four members appointed by the

         17  Port Authority. In addition, we have learned from

         18  the City that under the lease, $50 million, $10

         19  million a year for five years will be made available

         20  for capital projects in Queens, in the areas most

         21  impacted by the effects of the airports operations.

         22                 Also, in light of the huge increase

         23  in revenue that the City will receive under the new

         24  lease, we hope to see a steady stream of income

         25  beyond the $50 million; Councilman Addabbo was on

                                                            43

          1  SUBCOMMITTEE ON PLANNING

          2  target, throughout the life of the lease. As the

          3  airports prosper, so should the City and its

          4  communities. As a member of the Airport Committee, I

          5  will see to it.

          6                 Other concerns which relate to the

          7  airports' roles as gateway to the City and also

          8  affect the communities near the airports involve the

          9  Port Authority's obligation to provide ongoing

         10  maintenance, repairs and improvements of all areas

         11  and communities surrounding the airports leasehold.

         12  Even though it is not part of this ULURP process,

         13  the Port Authority has made an investment here that

         14  they even need to protect. These areas include the

         15  green spaces surrounding the airport, adjacent to

         16  roadways and in particular, all areas in Howard

         17  Beach and Jamaica to either side of the AirTrain

         18  Gateway and the stations at Howard Beach and Sutphin

         19  Boulevard.

         20                 It should be noted that there was a

         21  great deal of controversy, the people along Vanwyck

         22  Expressway were very concerned about the AirTrain

         23  going through there because they live very close to

         24  the highway there to the Vanwyck and all of these

         25  have been promises that were made to them and we
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          2  assume that the Port Authority will live up to their

          3  responsibility. It should be recognized that my

          4  office also still contributes and we will continue

          5  to contribute.

          6                 We expect that the City will formerly

          7  incorporate these obligations in the lease. Another

          8  encouraging sign that the City genuinely wants input

          9  from the public making airport related decisions is

         10  demonstrated by the City's support for an Advisory

         11  Committee that would report to the Airport Oversight

         12  Board. The Committee will have representatives from

         13  those communities most directly affected by the

         14  airports' operations. The interests of affected New

         15  Yorker residents and businesses must be protected.

         16  They should have an opportunity to voice their

         17  concern. I and as a member of that Airport Oversight

         18  Board will seek to guarantee that. I will definitely

         19  work on that.

         20                 In conclusion, my office and the

         21  Queens Borough Board support the City's ULURP

         22  application concerning the airport lease with the

         23  Port Authority based on the conditions that I just

         24  described. I am confident that if the lease includes

         25  such measures, it will help the airports business
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          2  and the quality of life of the City residents soar

          3  to a new height.

          4                 Furthermore, as I have often said,

          5  JFK is the Ellis Island of the 21st century and we

          6  owe all air travellers the best possible airport

          7  experience, and our newest Americans experience this

          8  country for the first time in a positive light.

          9  Again, I thank you for the chance that you have

         10  given me to speak on this vital issue.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Thank you. Do

         12  you have any questions for any members of the

         13  Committee? Council Member Sanders.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: I just wanted

         15  to thank our Borough President for her due diligence

         16  on this issue and how on not just this issue but all

         17  issues related to Queens and New York City, I would

         18  dare say. I just wanted to thank her and her very

         19  worthy staff for coming out and addressing us.

         20                 BOROUGH PRESIDENT MARSHALL: Thank you

         21  very much.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Council Member

         23  Katz.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: My understanding

         25   -- hi, Borough President Marshall.
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          2                 BOROUGH PRESIDENT MARSHALL: Hi.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: My understanding

          4  through our Chair of the Delegation and also from

          5  your office is that you have made it clear to the

          6  Port Authority and to the City your concerns about

          7  the AirTrain, the right of way there, Sutphin

          8  Boulevard. Your contacts there, I'm sure, will keep

          9  up with the Port Authority and with the City. And if

         10  there is anyway that we can be of service to you on

         11  that, I think it's extremely important issue that

         12  you've pointed out and very important. I quite

         13  honestly am not sure; we caught it, thank god.

         14  Because you really pointed out to us a while ago.

         15  But I do believe it should have been part of this

         16  application. I know as you do and we just want to be

         17  able to tell you that we would like to help you in

         18  anyway we can and making sure that that comes to

         19  fruition. Thank you.

         20                 BOROUGH PRESIDENT MARSHALL: Well, we

         21  have been working on almost a weekly or daily basis

         22  to guarantee the materials that are used down to the

         23  most minuet detail because we want it to look nice.

         24  Not only that, that's what the people of New York

         25  deserve.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Thank you, Mr.

          3  Chair.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Thank you.

          5  Council Member Comrie.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you, Mr.

          7  Chair. I also want to thank the Borough President

          8  for her due diligence and recognizing that all of

          9  the airport related properties need to be maintained

         10  by the airport. Not just the AirTrain areas and all

         11  of the other properties in Queens that are

         12  considered airport that the airport has primarily

         13  usage over and for informing us and making sure

         14  that's part of your continued due diligence as an

         15  elected official. And someone that has experienced

         16  this on every level and government. I also want to

         17  thank you on that.

         18                 I also wanted to just congratulate

         19  you for making sure that as part of your obligation

         20  on this Airport Board because I'm getting a little

         21  confused between the Advisory Board and the Airport

         22  Board, but I'm sure that you will as part of the

         23  Airport Board ensure that the Community Advisory

         24  Board also has due diligence and is really

         25  interactive with the community so that we can
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          2  constantly get the input to show the Port Authority

          3  and the City that the ten year or five year or

          4  whatever that the community will always be impacted

          5  by the airport. And hopefully, that will serve as

          6  the mechanism to ensure that we document those areas

          7  and highlight those areas that the airport will need

          8  to service. To make sure that they have positive

          9  interaction positive with the community between now

         10  and whatever the future brings us. Thank you.

         11                 BOROUGH PRESIDENT MARSHALL: We will

         12  work together, yes.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         14  Madam Borough President. I also want to thank you

         15  for coming before the Committee and for your work

         16  making sure that the City got the best, especially

         17  the Borough of Queens got the best deal out of this.

         18  Thank you very much.

         19                 BOROUGH PRESIDENT MARSHALL: Thank

         20  you, Chair Martinez. It's a pleasure to be here.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Anyone else

         22  speaking on item LU 112? No one else? Closing

         23  particular item. We're opening up item LU 110 and

         24  111, Council Member Nelson. Mr. Hardy Adasko,

         25  Economic Development Corporation. Mr. Adasko, please
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          2  identify yourself.

          3                 MR. ADASKO: Good afternoon, my name

          4  is Hardy Adasko. I'm the Senior Vice President of

          5  the Economic Development Corporation. I'm here to

          6  speak in favor of the applications for the

          7  redevelopment of the municipal parking lots just off

          8  Kings Highway.

          9                 When I first started working in

         10  commercial revitalization, among the first people I

         11  met was Mildred Silverstein (phonetic), Milly

         12  Silverstein who ran then the Kings Highway Board of

         13  Trade. She came in to us and said, Kings Highway

         14  needs more parking and it needs an anchor. It is

         15  taking us a very long time since then, but in a

         16  response to a request for proposals we issued in

         17  June 2000, we have selected in Kingswood properties

         18  a development team to redevelop the municipal

         19  parking lots. To add parking to them and to add a

         20  retail anchor to that street. That is an objective

         21  was of the Kings Highway Board of Trade for many

         22  years and more recently the Kings Highway bid. So,

         23  we are quite happy to have reach this stage and urge

         24  your support.

         25                 I'd really like the developers to
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          2  describe in greater detail the specifics of the

          3  project. But I would be available to answer any

          4  questions.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Thank you. Any

          6  questions from any of the Committee members? Thank

          7  you very much. Mal Newman. Mr. Newman, you're here

          8  from the Kings Highway BID or the Kingswood

          9  Partnership? Which one?

         10                 MR. NEWMAN: The BID.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: The BID. Okay.

         12  Mr. McCathy, please and Vince. Please identify

         13  yourself.

         14                 MR. PETRARO: Yes. Thank you, Chair

         15  Martinez, Chair Katz and other Council Members. My

         16  name is Vincent Petraro from the Office of Petraro

         17  and Jones. I represent Kingswoods Partners, LLC.,

         18  which is a single entity company set up for this

         19  particular matter and it's part of the AVR Realty

         20  Company.

         21                 With me today are Steve Eichelbeck

         22  and Steve Oddo, who represent the applicant.  Also

         23  Larry Rosenbloom and Alex Ianesco (phonetic), who

         24  are setting up some of the boards around the room.

         25  Who are from Rosenbloom Architects and Jim Heinmann
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          2  from Lemanase and Heinmann (phonetic) who are our

          3  environmental consultants.

          4                 Let me begin by saying, the original

          5  application that was file envisioned a two story --

          6  there is two parking lots here both of which we wish

          7  to buy from the City containing a total of 223

          8  parking spaces. The original application envisioned

          9  on municipal parking lot one, the larger of the two

         10  lots, a two story retail building with underground

         11  parking. And parking lot number two, a structured

         12  parking garage.

         13                 In going through the process and

         14  working with the Chair, Chair Martinez, Chair Katz,

         15  Council Member Nelson and also hearing from the

         16  Borough President, we heard that some uses were not

         17  liked as much as others. While we have no leases at

         18  all at this point, I'd like to say and we have never

         19  had a lease, there was some stories banded about in

         20  the media or what have you just as Bed Bath &

         21  Beyond, a dry goods store and things of that sort.

         22  There was a want and a concern which we heard from

         23  through the Councilman's office and through some of

         24  the community people that perhaps a food store, a

         25  small supermarket would be a good use here rather
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          2  than this dry goods store. And maybe there was too

          3  much retail here with the two stories.

          4                 During the process and especially

          5  over the last little bit of time, last week or so,

          6  another possible user came forward to us. Again, we

          7  have no leases and we're still talking to everyone.

          8  But a user came to us, this metropolitan Jewish

          9  health system which said they would need two stories

         10  of office space. They wanted to use it just for

         11  office. There would be no patients or any new

         12  clients coming to the site. Just office. And at the

         13  same time, knowing the want for some kind of food

         14  store, we would like to reach out and are reaching

         15  out to a small food market, a supermarket, sort of a

         16  neighborhood supermarket. And the rest of the space

         17  we are in some conversations with some stationary

         18  stores and retail of that sort. Again, no leases.

         19                 That's where we are now. We'd like to

         20  instead make that proposal and make that change

         21  instead of the previous application to talk about

         22  these users at this particular site. Everything else

         23  would remain the same. At this point, the parking

         24  and everything else. The Fire Department I just want

         25  to say, we've been working very closely because
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          2  there is a fire house at the site of municipal lot

          3  number one. They came to City Planning to speak in

          4  favor of the application. We've done everything that

          5  they've ask for. They didn't want any cars leaving

          6  on the street where the fire house is. They only

          7  wanted a garage entrance which we agreed to. We have

          8  an entrance on their street and an entrance and exit

          9  on the other street.

         10                 As far as the loading docks, they

         11  said that was okay to be on their side of the

         12  streets. But they didn't want any tractor trailers

         13  and we agreed to that. We also agreed to several

         14  other things with the Fire Department. Every step of

         15  the way, we've been trying to and I want to give my

         16  clients some credit also. We've been trying to work

         17  with everyone involved to pursue this project in

         18  this way.

         19                 Before I ask if you have any

         20  questions, I just like to say that I have some

         21  letters which I like to hand in. We have a letter of

         22  support from the Three Hierarchs Greek Orthodox

         23  Church which is located right around the corner from

         24  the site. I also have a letter of support from

         25  another property owner on Kings Highway who also
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          2  lives in the community. I'm also giving you my copy

          3  of the letter which we sent to the Borough President

          4  just stating that we agreed to each of the

          5  conditions that he put in his particular report. I'd

          6  like to hand that up. Let me just give you this too.

          7  This, I have no copies but someone was here before

          8  me, is a letter from the Community Board and also

          9  another resident of the neighborhood that wanted to

         10  have his -- he couldn't stay for testimony, but they

         11  wanted to turn in their particular letter of

         12  support.

         13                 At this point, if you'd like me to

         14  discuss a little bit of the neighborhood and what

         15  the building would look like, I'd be happy to do so

         16  or just answer your questions. It's up to you.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Any questions

         18  from any members of the Committee? Council Member

         19  Nelson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Just

         21  something. There's a few things and I'll go into it

         22  more later. There is now overnight opening. There's

         23  off street parking now for about anywhere from 50 to

         24  100 vehicles a night. It's free. I don't have a MOU

         25  yet because everything is happening so quickly. I
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          2  hear I will have it fairly shortly. Matters have to

          3  be addressed and we know a big box store was

          4  impossible. I've been fighting this for five years.

          5  I just wanted to mention a few points. We must try

          6  to stop -- we have to get together to make sure the

          7  amenities to the community to steam roll through at

          8  least it happens in the best for our community.

          9  Street parking is very important to me.

         10                 MR. PETRARO: Councilman, I'm glad you

         11  brought that up.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: And the amount

         13  of spaces will be the same, Mr. Petraro?

         14                 MR. PETRARO: The amount of parking

         15  spaces that we've spoken about prior, yes, will be

         16  the same at this point. I'm glad you mentioned the

         17  parking. As you know, we agree with the Community

         18  Board, the Borough President, with you that we would

         19  have some kind of residential overnight parking

         20  which we will work out. Also, all the other

         21  conditions that the Borough President mentioned in

         22  his report and that the Community Board asked for.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: All right. The

         24  only reason I would want to continue with this right

         25  now is because I know people have come here and
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          2  they're leaving soon. If we can get some of the

          3  people to testify. I don't know what particular

          4  order it is. If you all would just look at each

          5  other and something and say you could go first or

          6  something like that. But I'm finished with that

          7  part, Mr. Chair.

          8                 MR. PETRARO: Okay. I have no problem

          9  if you'd like me to come back later after that.

         10  That's fine.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you, Mr.

         12  Petraro.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: I have just one

         14  question. Can you just again tell us what's going to

         15  happen at Kings Highway? Originally, we had a large

         16  Bed Bath & Beyond. Now we're where? Just sum that

         17  up.

         18                 MR. PETRARO: Right. Just to sum it.

         19  There was never any leasing with Bed Bath & Beyond.

         20  That was the word that was out there, a large one.

         21  We are not speaking to them at this point. We agreed

         22  that there would not be a dry goods store such as

         23  Bed Bath & Beyond at all. Instead, the retail would

         24  be limited to just one story; a neighborhood

         25  supermarket and then the remainder of the floor, one
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          2  or two other retail users. Again, as I said, right

          3  now some stationary stores have approached us.

          4  Things of that sort. So, there would not be any dry

          5  goods line at all.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: I just wanted

          7  to add and I wanted to encourage the developer,

          8  yourself to work with EDC in reference to -- there

          9  is a lot of developing happening throughout the City

         10  of New York with EDC. Some of the concerns that some

         11  of my colleagues have, it's the opportunity that are

         12  being given to women owned and minority owned

         13  businesses to be part of these developments that are

         14  taking place with EDC. I know I'm going to be

         15  working with EDC to make sure that the list that I

         16  have of minority and women owned businesses and

         17  entrepreneurs are in their data base.

         18                 I would encourage you and the

         19  developer to take a look at that and some of the

         20  economical development that's taking place in the

         21  City should also be made available to women owned

         22  and minority owned businesses. Council Member

         23  Recchia.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Yes. Good

         25  afternoon. Your report here from Philips Press Shop
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          2  and Associates, traffic report here that you

          3  submitted.

          4                 MR. PETRARO: Yes, we did not submit

          5  it. They actually were hired by the Highway Business

          6  Improvement District. They are working for them.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Right.

          8                 MR. PETRARO: They are not working for

          9  the developers.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: But you did a

         11  traffic study, correct?

         12                 MR. PETRARO: We did a traffic study,

         13  that's true.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: In that

         15  traffic study, where in it does it talk about the

         16  school across the street?

         17                 MR. PETRARO: I don't have it in front

         18  of me right now.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: All right.

         20                 MR. PETRARO: The traffic study

         21  basically talks about any traffic impacts or parking

         22  impacts that would presently happen at the

         23  particular site.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: I understand

         25  that. I hear what you said.
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          2                 MR. PETRARO: Not --

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: I hear what

          4  you said.

          5                 MR. PETRARO: There is a public

          6  parking lot right now located across the street from

          7  the school.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: I am fully

          9  aware. I grew up in this neighborhood. I'm from this

         10  neighborhood. I'm against this project. The problem

         11  that I have, no where in your report do we talk

         12  about the school. What are you going to do at 3:00

         13  when children are coming out of the school and we

         14  have eight to 12 buses backed up. Then when the stop

         15  sign goes out and traffic gets backed up from Kings

         16  Highway down to Coney Island Avenue and down there.

         17  Where does it talk about that in the traffic study?

         18  Show it me. You came here to testify today. Show me

         19  in the traffic report where it talks about the

         20  school and the parking lot to the school and the

         21  children of the school. Show it me.

         22                 CHAIRMAN MARTINEZ: We need to have

         23  order and I know this is a very emotional issue. But

         24  we need to keep order and listen to the questioning

         25  and not have the rounds of applause either in favor

                                                            60

          1  SUBCOMMITTEE ON PLANNING

          2  or oppose.

          3                 MR. PETRARO: I'll be better than

          4  that. What we'll do is we will continue working with

          5  the Community Board, with Councilman Nelson's office

          6  as this project proceeds forward and take any and

          7  all precautions to protect the school children. They

          8  are not going to be put in danger. No one wants that

          9  in this particular retail store. This retail store

         10  and office will be a part of this community, a part

         11  of this neighborhood. And no one wants to negatively

         12  impact that school. We will take any and all. We've

         13  offered to the Community Board, to the Council, the

         14  Borough President to have an ongoing group. Always

         15  meeting with them to make sure that any issue that

         16  is of any concern will be automatically taken care

         17  of.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: But once this

         19  building is there, it's too late. Okay. It's too

         20  late. I'm thinking about it now. I'm going to tell

         21  you right now, you're not going to think about it

         22  afterwards. But let's move on to another topic since

         23  your traffic study in my eyes is incomplete when you

         24  don't mention the school. You don't go into depth

         25  about the fire house located in the middle. You talk
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          2  about safety there. I know what you're going to say.

          3  You're going to say we have a letter from the Fire

          4  Department that says it's safe, it's okay. But I

          5  could get into that.

          6                 But the real issue here is what are

          7  you going to do about Torro College (phonetic)? When

          8  those people park in this lot? What are you going to

          9  do about the people that want to come shopping there

         10  and the people that live in the community? Where in

         11  the study did you take that into consideration?

         12                 MR. PETRARO: The particular parking

         13  garage which will be at this particular location for

         14  the shoppers will be a short- term parking garage.

         15  In other words, the rates will be set up in such a

         16  way that if someone attempts to park there long-

         17  term during the day, the rates will be so

         18  astronomical after a certain amount of time that

         19  they won't park there. Thereby limiting someone who

         20  is at a college or someplace where they want to stay

         21  all day for the spots that they are allocated to the

         22  retail, they will not be able to do that because

         23  they are not going to pay the type of fees that are

         24  go.

         25                 In working with the community, we saw
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          2  this as a problem. We did discuss it with them. And

          3  that's why we came up with this parking plan to have

          4  short- term parking. And that's the way to do it. As

          5  far as the Fire House, yes, we meet with the Fire

          6  Department. We meet with the people at the Fire

          7  House and they're totally satisfied that all the

          8  plans -- we've made changes through the process for

          9  the Fire House. Originally, we had an entrance and

         10  exit for the parking garage on 14th Street. The Fire

         11  Department came back to us and said, no. We want an

         12  entrance only. We don't want cars exiting out onto

         13  our street. We said, fine. And we took away that

         14  exit.

         15                 The Fire House also asked us to put

         16  up the entrance south of the Fire House, not north.

         17  And we did that. And we changed our plans and put it

         18  south. We did anything that the Fire Department

         19  asked us to do. We did it to satisfy any concerns

         20  that they had. We did very clearly work with the

         21  Fire Department very early on to satisfy their

         22  concerns.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: And you're

         24  telling me that turning radius of the lot in and out

         25  is acceptable?
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          2                 MR. PETRARO: We also agreed not to

          3  have tractor trailers deliver to this particular

          4  location so that there would be no impact for cause

          5  to the Fire Department.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Okay. Let's

          7  talk about the environmental impact. Did you do a

          8  environmental study on this whole issue?

          9                 MR. PETRARO: We submitted an

         10  environmental assessment statement.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: An

         12  assessment. But not a complete environment study.

         13  Correct?

         14                 MR. PETRARO: An environmental impact

         15  statement is not necessary for most every project in

         16  the City. They are actually very rare. Environmental

         17  assessment --

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Listen, I

         19  understand and I hear what you said. I asked you a

         20  very simple question. Yes or no. Did you do a

         21  complete environmental study? Yes or no.

         22                 MR. PETRARO: We did a complete

         23  environmental assessment study, yes.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: But not a

         25  complete study. There is a difference between
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          2  assessment and a full study. I'm asking you. Where

          3  you check the air quality and so forth. Because I

          4  have a --

          5                 MR. PETRARO: Yes, yes, yes. We

          6  checked every single one of those.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Well, could I

          8  see it?

          9                 MR. PETRARO: I can get it to you. I

         10  don't have it with me here.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA:"I don't have

         12  it with me." So, you've come to testify incomplete.

         13                 Next, let's talk about when buses are

         14  idling for the school at 3:00, there's a line down

         15  the block trying to get in, cars are idling, buses

         16  pick up children, cars in the parking lot, and

         17  there's a big traffic jam, okay?  Are you going to

         18  come down from Westchester where you're located to

         19  come down and help us?

         20                 MR. PETRARO: I'm not in Westchester

         21  actually. The developer is. But, yes, as I said, we

         22  agreed with the community, every meeting we had with

         23  the Council Member, the Borough President, that I

         24  would be available as their attorney and that there

         25  would be someone available to immediately respond to
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          2  any of the concerns that the community raised or

          3  anyone in the immediate neighborhood.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Council Member

          5  Recchia, if I may, I just want to bring to your

          6  attention that there was a negative declaration made

          7  on the environmental impact on September 29, 2003.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: But was that

          9  a complete study or was that an assessment?

         10                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Yes. Can you

         11  just identify yourself?

         12                 MS. BENJAMIN: Yes, my name is Gail

         13  Benjamin.  I'm the Director of Land Use.

         14                 An environmental assessment looks at

         15  the exact same areas that an EIS does. The only

         16  difference is what the findings are. If you do an

         17  environmental assessment and in reviewing those

         18  areas, you make the determination that there is a

         19  significant negative impact, then you are required

         20  to do an EIS. If on the other hand, when you do your

         21  environmental assessment, the determination is made

         22  that there is no significant impact, a negative

         23  declaration is issued and the review is complete.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: The problem

         25  that I have is that they did a traffic study. We're
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          2  going to take into consideration the school right

          3  across the street. And now they said they did this

          4  assessment. How do I know if it's acceptable? How

          5  can I believe what they're saying? If they didn't

          6  take the school and the surrounding area into

          7  consideration when they did their reports. I have a

          8  serious problem with that.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: The fact that

         10  the City Planning made the negative declaration is

         11  not them saying it. It is City Planning made the

         12  study. So it was a negative declaration. However, I

         13  understand what you're saying in terms of not taking

         14  under consideration the school, but the fact remains

         15  that this study was made by City Planning.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: I understand

         17  that. But what I'm trying to say is then, fine. Then

         18  what I'm saying that is what City Planning had

         19  before it is not satisfactory to me and my

         20  constituents, okay? I have a serious problem with

         21  that. I'm asking this Committee to vote it no. To

         22  vote it down. Thank you.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Council Member

         24  Melinda Katz.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ:  Can Gail
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          2  Benjamin from Land Use discuss the school aspect?

          3                 MS. BENJAMIN: When an environmental

          4  assessment is conducted, there are a number of

          5  traffic studies that are performed including how

          6  much traffic will be generated by the new use, what

          7  times it will be generated and where that traffic,

          8  their origin and destination information.

          9                 In this case, there is also a land

         10  use map that is done with all the uses. In this

         11  cases, after doing all of those reviews, given the

         12  City's assessment, the determination was made that

         13  there was insufficient traffic to create a

         14  significant impact. The insufficient traffic would

         15  be generated by this project during the particular

         16  hours of concern to result in a significant negative

         17  traffic impact.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Thank you. Any

         19  other questions from any of the Committee members?

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: If I may, Mr.

         21  Chair?

         22                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Sure.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Just for the

         24  record very quickly, can you go over it because it's

         25  a little unclear when you hear about it together.

                                                            68

          1  SUBCOMMITTEE ON PLANNING

          2  The two separate parking lots, how spots there are

          3  now, what the spots will be after and what the

          4  difference is between the two?

          5                 MR. PETRARO: Okay.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Before you

          7  answer, I would be remiss if I didn't say this, Mr.

          8  Chair. We are at the end of a very long process

          9  here. We have gone through this process by

         10  definition over 150 days. By definition. And usually

         11  people that know City Planning and know Land Use,

         12  know that process meant it started almost years ago.

         13  I would just like to make it clear that at the

         14  Community Board level and at the Borough President's

         15  level and at the City Planning level, a lot of these

         16  issues were dealt with by the agencies.

         17                 However, there wasn't that much

         18  testimony on either side. I sort of just wanted to

         19  throw that out because I think we need to make it

         20  clear as a City Council that no one takes their job

         21  lightly. The agencies don't take their job lightly.

         22  They don't take impact statements lightly. City

         23  Planning is certainly diligent in their efforts. And

         24  when it gets to this point, it has been through a

         25  very long process. I simply just wanted to throw
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          2  that out there as Chair of the Land Use Committee

          3  that we do look at the entire record anytime we make

          4  a recommendation. Mr. Petraro, if you don't mind,

          5  can you go over the spots. I know the community was

          6  very concerned about the parking and the capacity of

          7  it.

          8                 MR. PETRARO: Right, right. Right now

          9  there is a total of 223 parking spaces on both lots.

         10  There is 159 what we call municipal parking lot

         11  number one which is north of the Kings Highway and

         12  the one where the Fire House is and there is 64

         13  parking spaces on Kings Highway municipal lot number

         14  two which is south of Kings Highway.

         15                 In fact, when we originally went to

         16  the Community Board, they were very concerned. In

         17  fact, we went with a certain number of spaces and

         18  they said, no, we want more parking spaces. So, we

         19  went back to the drawing board to add more parking

         20  spaces for them.

         21                 Presently, in the present application

         22  before you, we go from that 223 and the two- story

         23  building or now the three- story building, there

         24  will be a total of 257 parking spaces there.

         25  Municipal lot number two, there will be some
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          2  structured parking with an additional 150 spaces.

          3  That brings us up to 407. There is also a secondary

          4  application coming forward for that lot to add

          5  another 75 spaces at lot two which is not here

          6  today, to add to increase that to 482 spaces. We're

          7  talking about going from 223 up to 407 and then even

          8  higher if need be.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Just to make it

         10  clear because I think until you see it, you really

         11  aren't clear on it. I think I would like to make it

         12  clear to everyone that's here, it is a parking lot

         13  now. Correct?

         14                 MR. PETRARO: That's right. It's a lot

         15   --

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: It's not a

         17  vacant lot?

         18                 MR. PETRARO: It's not a vacant lot.

         19  It's New York City operated public parking lot with

         20  a munimeter.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: People are going

         22  in and out.

         23                 MR. PETRARO: People are going in and

         24  out all day. Mostly short- term parking for shopping

         25  in the neighborhood.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: You already put

          3  on the record, correct, the differences -- I think

          4  the Chairman asked you to and I apologize I had to

          5  walk out. You already put on the record the

          6  differences between the original application and

          7  what you're doing now. Correct?

          8                 MR. PETRARO: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I appreciate.

         10  Thank you very much, Mr. Chair.

         11                 MR. PETRARO: Thank you.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: I just want to

         13  reiterate, in terms of traffic, the issue of the

         14  tractor trailer, where would that be?

         15                 MR. PETRARO: We agreed there would be

         16  no tractor trailers delivering to this particular --

         17  to this building; the new building that's going to

         18  be built at municipal parking lot number one.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Can we get that

         20  in writing?

         21                 MR. PETRARO: Yes.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: No tractor

         23  trailers would be delivered to this.

         24                 MR. PETRARO: Yes, I'll give it to you

         25  in writing.

                                                            72

          1  SUBCOMMITTEE ON PLANNING

          2                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: You're getting

          3  in writing?

          4                 MR. PETRARO: We'll get in writing.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Okay. Any other

          6  questions? Thank you.

          7                 MR. PETRARO: Thank you.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Okay. We're now

          9  going to call Al Glassman, Jason Koppell, Eva

         10  Silverberg, Steve Barrison, Henrietta Feitell,

         11  Marilyn Cherner. I'm going to ask please that you

         12  keep your statement to two minutes. Excuse me?

         13                 MR. BARRISON: We were told three

         14  minutes. It's now two minutes?

         15                 MR. GLASSMAN: Two minutes?

         16                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Two minutes.

         17                 MR. GLASSMAN: I will make this short

         18  as possible. Okay. My name is Al Glassman. I'm the

         19  Chairperson of the 1750 East 14th Street Tenants

         20  Association. A secretary and a member of the

         21  Executive Board of the Brooklyn Housing of Family

         22  Services.

         23                 I reside at 1750 East 14th Street

         24  between Kings Highway and Avenue R for the past 24

         25  years. Traffic has been a horror from day one. And
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          2  at this particular point, I have to say it is a

          3  nightmare compared to our block, the LIE is an

          4  expressway. My objection, I understand the

          5  developers, I appreciate the fact that they have

          6  made certain changes. However, parking lot number

          7  two which is on a block that I live is a horror.

          8  Cars going in and out all day for some unexplained

          9  reason, that block is used as an escape hatch from

         10  cars riding on Kings Highway, get stuck in traffic

         11  and they come down 14th Street.

         12                 Now two incidents why we would like

         13  to keep that lot the way it is, is this morning

         14  before we came here, a fire broke out on the south

         15  Kings Highway and East 14th Street, the Fire House

         16  is on the north side. They could not get through and

         17  they had to go around four blocks while the smoke

         18  started getting blacker and blacker.

         19                 Last week, an ambulette double parked

         20  on 1770, the next building from me, and then comes

         21  along and can't get through. The fire engines wanted

         22  to get through and they couldn't get through. To

         23  make a long story short, cars that were backed up on

         24  the street, we have quite a few cut curbs from

         25  underground parking and street parking, they went up
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          2  on the sidewalk careening down towards Avenue R and

          3  there are women with children's carriages.

          4                 If they build more stories on that

          5  parking lot, the traffic will be just unbearable and

          6  if anything serious happens, it will be on

          7  somebody's back. I urge you to please if nothing

          8  else, to leave parking lot number two, leave it the

          9  way it is. Of course, the traffic is horrible at the

         10  present time. Thank you.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Thank you.

         12  Anyone of you by yourself?

         13                 MR. BARRISON: Sure. Good afternoon.

         14  My name is Steven Barrison. I'm an attorney and I

         15  represent the Bay Improvement Group Coalition. I'm

         16  Vice President of the Small Business Congress. You

         17  may have heard of us. Small group of approximately

         18  1.2 million people with 125,000 Mom and Pop stores.

         19  I'm on the Board of Directors of New York Main

         20  Street Alliance, a Statewide Board of Main Street

         21  for the last 12 years. And I've been advisor to the

         22  Kings County Board of Trade over the years.

         23                 I submitted a ten- page submission.

         24  So with a little deference from you, what I have

         25  done is created a top ten list since I'm told I have
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          2  three minutes, now two. I'll get to it as quickly as

          3  I can and hopefully this will help the Council out.

          4  Before I do, for about 20 more seconds, I want to

          5  quickly respond to the developers since this has all

          6  been so sudden for most of us.

          7                 One, CB15 without a whole lot of

          8  public notice voted 22 to 19. It's interesting that

          9  our Community Board, perhaps, the only one in New

         10  York history was asked to resign by the Borough

         11  President shortly after that. Two, it's a stretch

         12  that they have a few other supporters. It makes you

         13  wonder what is their connection like the church to

         14  this. It doesn't matter what the use is, a

         15  supermarket or whatever, this is a no conceived

         16  purposed.

         17                 Three, high rates as the gentlemen

         18  just said for parking to keep the students and tour

         19  people out, neighborhood people, I almost fell off

         20  my chair. To keep people out. Where is the support

         21  of commuters, residents and students?

         22                 Lastly, the developers guarantee of

         23  municipal parking lot fees. Can he do that? Can he

         24  guarantee it's going to be quarters. I will tell you

         25  how. Every City in America is doing it. Let New York
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          2  catch up. It's called a lease. You lease the lots.

          3  You don't sell it with strict terms and that's how

          4  you enforce municipal parking in a private scale.

          5  Sort of a relationship together. That's how you do

          6  it.

          7                 Tractor trailer hold up, last thing.

          8  A SUV is going to hold up the street. Just ask the

          9  Fire Department. It doesn't matter what the brass

         10  said. I've been a volunteer with the Fire Department

         11  for 20 years. I meet with those captains virtually

         12  every other week. Their hands are tied. But we all

         13  know what's really going on.

         14                 Now my top ten list. First, this is

         15  plain wrong. We're behind the trend. We should wake

         16  up as to what's going on around the country when

         17  municipal parking lots are now being put in, in main

         18  streets and New York doesn't have the luxury of

         19  extra land to make a mistake and go back. You

         20  remember Chuck Schumer and Steven Solars (phonetic),

         21  they fought for those lots. Two, the politics of big

         22  real estate developers and large retail, whether

         23  it's retail or office stores, there is no guarantee

         24  that whatever EC comes up with here today is going

         25  to be there tomorrow. You all know people go out of
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          2  business, leases, for a whole variety of reasons.

          3                 The community, the Mom and Pop

          4  stores, the main streets; that's what counts. And

          5  that's why we have municipal parking lots in the key

          6  transit hub. Four, public safety. Fire Department,

          7  NYPD, EMS and all the emergency vehicles have

          8  overcrowded streets in the area. We know first hand

          9  from the effort and emergency services, not the

         10  political pressure from the Mayor on down. So you

         11  know why you get letters from the Police and Fire.

         12                 Fifth, I'd like to believe that the

         13  City Council was different right now. In 1996, the

         14  City Council said no to Mayor Giuliani, 49 votes to

         15  1, Ray Magastow (phonetic) zoning. Stand up for the

         16  neighborhoods. The importance of the municipal

         17  obligation to provide affordable parking to support

         18  the Main street and, of course, the transit hubs.

         19                 Six, which City Council person will

         20  attend the next funeral to tell the family, we're

         21  sorry, but the emergency vehicle didn't get to your

         22  loved one because they were blocked or held up by

         23  the congestion of a truck delivery. Or an SUV or

         24  even a six- wheel truck. Anything will hold up the

         25  Fire Department. Just go down and talk to them
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          2  yourselves. Don't take the little letter coming from

          3  the Commissioner's office.

          4                 Seven, the agency held or hold which

          5  I explained and that's why we ask you to speak out

          6  now as our Council people for the people of New

          7  York. That's why you have a checks and balances when

          8  the Mayor is coming down hard on big developers.

          9  Number eight, as I said earlier, Schumer and Solars

         10  fought so many years for these lots. Don't reverse

         11  what can never be corrected. You can always, always,

         12  lease the lots with a public mandate from municipal

         13  parking like other major cities, like Boston and San

         14  Francisco have learned the trick to doing.

         15                 Number nine, put politics once at the

         16  bottom of the list and people in communities at the

         17  top of the list. Number ten, and I'm at the end, so

         18  we've made it. Lastly, reverting made municipal

         19  parking lot mistakes in Queens and downtown

         20  Brooklyn. Making access to City agencies and courts

         21  and those locations more burdensome.

         22                 We have an obligation to provide many

         23  services and somehow maintain that quality of life.

         24  Each time we take another slice out of the New

         25  York's quality of life pie, we lose more people,
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          2  more business, seem to kind of leave, makes living

          3  here a little harder, little bit more of a hassle

          4  and like now the huge parking fines that are really

          5  a criminal penalty, no more free Sunday parking

          6  which causes families from the outer boroughs and

          7  suburbs to come to the City a little less frequent.

          8                 Council members, we are running out

          9  of pie. Catch up to the national trend of supporting

         10  Main street. Supermarket sites can be found, if

         11  that's what you really want in the community as

         12  vacancies develop. They always do.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: I need you to

         14  wrap up.

         15                 MR. BARRISON: I'm at the last

         16  paragraph. We have four big chain drug store right

         17  now. They're not all going to last. We have two

         18  Duane-Reades within a few blocks. One of them is

         19  going to go. There is your supermarket future site.

         20  Don't sell out our community. Municipal parking is

         21  vital as part of the City's services and support of

         22  the Main Streets and the communities foundation.

         23                 No one use outweighs the needs of the

         24  whole strip. Before you make an irreversible error,

         25  listen to the people, our local Councilman Nelson
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          2  say no. Losing is for parking and a key location

          3  will push people who are now sitting on the fence to

          4  leave New York. And a supermarket will not keep them

          5  here. I am available to assist you in anyway I can

          6  and answer questions with all my 21 years of

          7  experience coming before the City Council. Thank

          8  you.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Thank you. Next

         10  speaker. Please. Identify yourself.

         11                 MR. KOPPEL: Jason Koppel, Chief of

         12  Staff, Senator Carl Kruger. I'm going to read

         13  Senator Kruger's testimony. He would have been here

         14  today himself. He's up in Albany. He apologizes for

         15  not being here today to personally offer this

         16  testimony. But budget negotiations and other

         17  legislative business in Albany prevent me from doing

         18  so.

         19                 I have never before felt compelled to

         20  testify before this committee either in favor or

         21  opposition to any application. Today, however, I

         22  must break from that tradition. The application

         23  before you today is nothing less than a fiasco that

         24  flies in the face of what good zoning and

         25  intelligent planning are all about. This application
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          2  which concerns that this position of two municipal

          3  parking lots sits on a site that is sandwiched next

          4  to a historical Fire House located on a narrow

          5  heavily traffic residential block. The Fire House

          6  that is already forced negotiate a constant flow of

          7  traffic spilling over from Kings Highway and Avenue

          8  P which severely comprises the fire fighter's

          9  ability to perform their life saving job.

         10                 Add to this, that the fact the site

         11  is fronted by four large medical centers including

         12  an Ambulatory Surgical Center and an Nephrology

         13  facility which present a constant flow of ambulates

         14  and other patient pick up vehicles, many which are

         15  forced to double park. To further exacerbate the

         16  situation, across the street from the site sits the

         17  Yeshiva, plus the accompanying school buses,

         18  facility parking and parents and caregivers cars at

         19  arrival and dismissal times.

         20                 What we have here is a traffic

         21  nightmare. A nightmare that is not reflected in the

         22  Environmental Impact Study that was performed. And

         23  to say that there isn't significant traffic flow is

         24  completely ludicrous and an insult to our community.

         25  To paraphrase, Will Rogers, who noted that he never
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          2  met a man he didn't like, I've never heard of an EIS

          3  Report that did not benefit a developer.

          4                 Whether the application benefits the

          5  surrounding community is the question that I would

          6  like to tackle next. Sitting aside from a moment,

          7  the significant congestion issue is the future of

          8  the Kings Highway commercial district which for

          9  generations was one of the strong holds of small

         10  business in Brooklyn and the very epitome of the

         11  Mom/Pop economic tradition that have always served

         12  as the backbone of our Borough's livelihood.

         13                 The merchants of Kings Highway have

         14  already weathered more than their share of storms

         15  including the Borough's various ethnic shift, the

         16  vagaries of the economy, sky-rocketing rents and

         17  taxes and perhaps most prominently, the opening of

         18  more than three decades ago, the Kings Plaza Mall

         19  which pulled away millions of potential shoppers

         20  each year.

         21                 These Mom and Pop stores have

         22  suffered enough. If a supersized shopper magnetic

         23  which offers the same merchandise they have but at

         24  cheaper prices and a cleaner environment and under

         25  one climate controlled roof is just too much to ask
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          2  and impossible to expect. You might as well hang a

          3  going out of business sign all along Kings Highway

          4  shopping strip.

          5                 It is not my mission here nor it is

          6  the mission of this Subcommittee to oppose any

          7  developer. The mission and the challenge before you

          8  is to decide on a beneficially use of a property.

          9  Will the use offer both immediate and long- term

         10  economic benefits to the community? Will the use

         11  exacerbate existing problems or ease a community's

         12  burden? Will the use serve a need that is concert

         13  with a communities fundamental desire and wishes?

         14  What would benefit the community is a full service

         15  supermarket that neighborhood residents can walk to.

         16  A supermarket like Pathmark or Shop Rite that has

         17  fulfilled the same essential long- standing needs

         18  for the people of Sheepshead Bay and borough Park.

         19  This is one use that would jump start the local

         20  economy and more consumers without replicating

         21  existing stores.

         22                 I would find it hard to believe that

         23  singly the death now of Kings Highway business

         24  district is one of the Subcommittee goals. Nor is it

         25  your goal to add to an already unattainable traffic

                                                            84

          1  SUBCOMMITTEE ON PLANNING

          2  situation or to make it even harder for fire trucks

          3  to reach a burning building. We've heard that there

          4  have been conversations regarding a compromise.

          5  Nothing is certain in government as we all know

          6  except for the position of City Hall and the map. We

          7  must assume that there is no agreement in place

          8  until we see one in writing.

          9                 This Committee needs to solidify the

         10  language of Mr. Petraro's testimony in a Memorandum

         11  of Understanding and present that to the community

         12  to be voted upon. Until that time, I urge in the

         13  strongest terms that this application be shelved.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Thank you.

         15                 MS. SILVERBERG: I'm Eva Silverberg. I

         16  am the Associate Director for Economic Development

         17  and Capital --

         18                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Can I just

         19  interrupt a second?

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Can I have a

         21  point of information? I know that Miguel is the

         22  Chair of this Committee. I apologize to him. But

         23  really, I think that the applause is just -- we're a

         24  very mature group of folks here. I think we should

         25  really have respect for one another as we go on in
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          2  this testimony. I say that simply as a member as

          3  opposed to anything else. So, I thank you.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Thank you.

          5                 MS. SILVERBERG: I am Eva Silverberg,

          6  Associate Director for Economic Development and

          7  Capital Budget. I'm here to read the testimony of

          8  Borough President Marty Markowitz on his behalf and

          9  he was not able to be here.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: I thought that

         11  the gentlemen was speaking for the Borough

         12  President. Oh, I'm sorry.

         13                 MS. SILVERBERG: Good afternoon,

         14  Chairman Martinez and the Subcommittee. Thank you

         15  for the opportunity to address you today regarding

         16  the Kings Highway retail and parking development

         17  proposal. The municipal parking lots along Kings

         18  Highway have been under utilized for many years and

         19  now we have the opportunity to develop these sites

         20  in a way that will be most beneficial to the

         21  community.

         22                 On January 28, I issued  my ULURP

         23  recommendation to disapprove this project dependent

         24  upon conditions. My primary concern related to the

         25  possible uses for the new retail space. I asked as a
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          2  condition that Kingswood Partners, LLC, undertake a

          3  significant effort to attract uses such as

          4  restaurants and supermarkets which would compliment

          5  and invigorate existing retail establishments along

          6  this important retail corridor. This effort should

          7  be done in consultation with the Community Board,

          8  the Kings Highway Business Improvement District and

          9  other local elected officials.

         10                 Developers have presented to me three

         11  letters from separate supermarket chains declining

         12  the site because of issues regarding physical layout

         13  of the space including inadequate loading areas.

         14  While I understand these issues, I believe that

         15  creative solutions exist to be able to bring a

         16  supermarket into the Kings Highway area. There are

         17  many chains seeking operations in Brooklyn. In fact,

         18  representatives through Basics recently came to me

         19  to express interest in venturing into Brooklyn with

         20  many new stores. Such companies acknowledge the

         21  great potential because so many areas of Brooklyn

         22  are under served by supermarkets.

         23                 I also suggest if the purchase price

         24  is too high to result in a viable deal with the

         25  supermarket that the Economic Development
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          2  Corporation should reduce the asking price in order

          3  to facilitate such a deal. I understand that the

          4  Business Improvement District has long been

          5  interested in attracting national chain stores to

          6  the business improvement area in order to make Kings

          7  Highway a destination shopping location for the

          8  entire borough.

          9                 I also support increased retail

         10  services throughout the borough. Retail developments

         11  offer numerous job opportunities for local residents

         12  including our youth who desperately need

         13  constructive opportunities during the summer and

         14  after school hours. It is my understanding that the

         15  proposed development would create approximately 200

         16  to 250 permanent jobs as well as up to 250

         17  construction related jobs. These jobs are very much

         18  needed in the community.

         19                 Another condition of my

         20  recommendation was that Kingswood Partners, LLC,

         21  make an attentive effort to recruit local residents

         22  for these job opportunities as well as minority and

         23  woman owned construction firms for the construction

         24  opportunity. The Kings Highway area is one of the

         25  borough's most vibrant shopping districts. And the
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          2  issue of available parking has long been a concern

          3  of the bid for the many years. In fact, they have

          4  reached to my office and asked some assistance from

          5  the Department of Transportation to install

          6  munimeters along the highways to help increase

          7  parking.

          8                 I agree that the proposed additional

          9  parking spaces are enough to serve not only the

         10  shoppers for the new stores, but also the shoppers

         11  for the bid merchants as well. However, in my

         12  recommendation report, I expressed concern that the

         13  fees for parking in the new facility should be

         14  comparable to current parking fees in the municipal

         15  lots and others across the Borough. The facility

         16  should also offer overnight parking for a reasonable

         17  fee. I am still waiting further information

         18  regarding the pricing structure of the parking

         19  facility and while this issue remains outstanding, I

         20  cannot lend my support to this proposal. Thank you.

         21                 MS. FEITELL: My name is Henrietta

         22  Feitell. I am the Chairperson of 1730 East 14th

         23  Street, although I am representing other neighbors

         24  and friends on the street who could not be here. We

         25  are all appalled at the thought of having a high
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          2  rise parking lot on our block. We are a residential

          3  street with loads of small children, more than we've

          4  ever had before with the influx of new neighbors. We

          5  have a lot more younger people. We also have older

          6  people, they can't cope with the traffic. It's

          7  ridiculous to think that these parking lots will

          8  help us. They will hinder. They will hinder the

          9  aged. They will hinder the parents with the young

         10  children and I frankly don't believe that a few

         11  stores on East 15th Street are going to do anything

         12  for Kings Highway.

         13                 We do have to consider the fact that

         14  we are inundated with medical buildings and we're

         15  inundated with all these ambulates. They don't

         16  discharge their passengers like a driver of an

         17  ordinary car. They don't discharge the passengers

         18  like a taxi. These people have to be helped in and

         19  out of these vehicles. They interfere as it is with

         20  the Fire Department. We watch this happen every day.

         21  My windows face the street. There is hardly a day

         22  that the fire engines are not tied up by all this

         23  terrible traffic.

         24                 There is nothing wrong with Kings

         25  Highway. We have a few empty stores and once they
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          2  are rented, we will do fine. I think the store

          3  keepers are very happy with things the way they are.

          4  It's true the individuals would like a supermarket.

          5  If we're fortunate, maybe someday we'll have one. We

          6  use to have one. But I frankly feel that the

          7  increase in the traffic to have a high rise parking

          8  lot on a private residential street between two

          9  private residential streets, we don't need this kind

         10  of traffic. Absolutely not. All of the other

         11  subjects have been covered by previous speakers. So,

         12  I won't waste your time. Thank you.

         13                 MS. CHERNIN: My name is Marilyn

         14  Chernin. I'm the President of the Manhattan Beach

         15  Community Group and a long- time resident of

         16  Brooklyn. Thank you for giving me the opportunity to

         17  share my thoughts with you.

         18                 I'm here to discuss my concern over

         19  the plan to destroy the two municipal parking lots

         20  on Kings Highway and to replace them with a shopping

         21  center which is or was scheduled, I'm not quite sure

         22  after today, a large chain store or stores as well

         23  as commercial parking lots. My reaction to hearing

         24  this plan was, what are they thinking? Have they

         25  ever been to Kings Highway? Have they ever gone
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          2  shopping there? I realize that Kings Highway is a

          3  mecca for the shoppers and that large retailers may

          4  view this as a golden opportunity. But both the

          5  shopper and the local community, for them the

          6  results would be disastrous.

          7                 The area is already crowded with cars

          8  and trucks. More than the area can sustain. I go to

          9  Kings Highway. I go there weekly truthfully for my

         10  Weight Watchers meetings and when I have to park, I

         11  have to walk. In fact, the municipal parking lot is

         12  so crowded, I can't get in. And it takes me a long

         13  time to get to where I'm going. The thought of more

         14  trucks making deliveries on narrow streets that are

         15  targeted for these new stores make me shiver.

         16  Getting where you're going will certainly be more

         17  difficulty and will be a turn off to shopping on

         18  these streets.

         19                 I understand the commercial parking

         20  lots a promise. But I wonder if this the answer. We

         21  all too way the cost of parking at commercial lots.

         22  The cost of parking is something that only increases

         23  as time goes on.  My main question and the reason

         24  that I took the time to come to this committee

         25  meeting is this. What impact will this have on the
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          2  quality of life for the residents living near Kings

          3  Highway? It will not be easy. I feel that they can

          4  expect an enormous increase in traffic, trash and

          5  inconvenience. This I feel will be unfair to them.

          6                 Large chain stores which have been

          7  proposed belong in malls. We don't need malls all

          8  over Brooklyn. I like the idea that I've heard today

          9  about possibly a supermarket or things that can be

         10  of service to the residents of Kings Highway. That

         11  makes sense. It seems to me that turning this local

         12  shopping area into a mall is unnecessary and over

         13  commercialization will have a negative effect on the

         14  area. Thank you.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Thank you. Any

         16  other questions from any Council Member? Thank you.

         17  Council Member Katz.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I first of all

         19  want to thank all of you for coming out. I know it's

         20  not easy to get here sometimes during the day. You

         21  took the time and I do appreciate it. But I have to

         22  tell you, I'm a little unclear. We went from having

         23  a big box sort of application here which just so

         24  everyone is clear, this is a Land Use application.

         25  The business aspects of this deal will be dealt with
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          2  at Borough Board. So, the fact that your Council

          3  Member was able to negotiate the Bed Bath & Beyond

          4  not being the issue anymore is actually quite a good

          5  thing. Since this is really only Land Use and really

          6  the other stuff should have been dealt with later

          7  and he really used a lot of his strength here to

          8  negotiate what we have today before us.

          9                 But my question is, according to

         10  Senator Kruger and I spoke to him personally on the

         11  phone and according to the Borough President, I

         12  don't mean to put her on the spot. I know you're

         13  only reps. I get that and I don't want to ask you

         14  anything that's going to put you in a difficult

         15  position. It sounds like the supermarket is what was

         16  wanted by the district. I guess I'm a little

         17  confused because it's no longer a big box. It is

         18  93,000 square feet of administrative offices. It's

         19  15,000 square feet on the supermarket. I just want

         20  to be clear. I'm not trying to be -- I just really

         21  want to be clear. Because it sounds as if that's

         22  what the request was and it sounds as if that's what

         23  we're here doing. Maybe I'm missing something.

         24                 MS. CHERNIN: Can I ask you a

         25  question?
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: No, I'd like my

          3  question answered first. If you don't mind and then

          4  I will. I don't mean to put you on the spot. I'm

          5  just saying am I wrong? Is that what was requested?

          6                 MR. KOPPEL: It's very good that

          7  Councilman Nelson was able to negotiate together

          8  with Mr. Petraro and the developer in order to

          9  eliminate a Bed Bath & Beyond. At this point, we

         10  still don't know that's actually happening. Until we

         11  see something in writing, we have to oppose any type

         12  of discussion on this. We can continue having

         13  negotiations with people involved in the project. I

         14  don't think it's too much to ask you to even have a

         15  Memorandum of Understanding written up today. These

         16  things don't take that much time in order to get it

         17  put together and signed.

         18                 At that point, we can come back to

         19  the Committee and have another at length discussion

         20  on it. But right now, the issue is focused on what

         21  the use is going to be for and until that time, we

         22  can't lend our support to it.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: So, it's

         24  basically that we don't really trust that it's

         25  actually going to be as was testified too. If what
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          2  was testified to actually was the project-- you have

          3  to get back to Senator Kruger. I understand that

          4  too. But I really wanted to just clear that up.

          5  Because I was under the impression from your

          6  testimony that it was a big box that you didn't

          7  want.

          8                 MS. SILVERBERG: It's more than that.

          9  We have that other parking lot --

         10                 MR. KOPPEL: The big box --

         11                 MS. SILVERBERG: -- Which we're very

         12  much against that raised parking lot, that multi-

         13  level parking lot running between two residential

         14  streets loaded with children, with medical offices.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Right.

         16                 MS. SILVERBERG: It's going to cause a

         17  lot of congestion.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Okay. That's

         19  fair enough.

         20                 MS. SILVERBERG: I feel they're not

         21  willing to deal with the safety of the children and

         22  the older people.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Okay. I just

         24  wanted to be clear on that.

         25                 MR. KOPPEL: Just to reiterate, until
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          2  we are sure what is going to be taking place at the

          3  site, in order to address the traffic problems and I

          4  know that the Land Use Committee testified to the

          5  fact that there is not a terrible amount of traffic

          6  flowing through that area. Just to come out there

          7  and I know Councilwoman, you've been at the site.

          8  There has been a tremendous amount of traffic that's

          9  flowing through there. Until we know that we can

         10  look for something that is beneficial to the

         11  community which the big box is 100 percent not, we

         12  cannot support the application.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I appreciate

         14  that. Thank you.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Thank you. Your

         16  question was answered, Councilwoman? Thank you.

         17                 MS. CHERNIN: Then I want some

         18  clarity. Because I did come down here to testify.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Ma'am, ma'am.

         20                 MS. CHERNIN: Yes, no.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: The Council

         22  Member's question was answered. You did your

         23  testimony. There is no further questions. We need to

         24  move forward. Thank you. Larry Rosenbloom, James

         25  Heimanan, Lawrence Kallman, Mal Newman, Harold
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          2  Grabino and Kenneth Bowers. You'll be up next. We're

          3  not done with the list of speakers. We'll be calling

          4  other names up also. You choose the order. Identify

          5  yourself please, for the record.

          6                 MR. NEWMAN: My name is Mal Newman.

          7  I'm the President of the Kings Highway BID. I had a

          8  prepared statement in support of the Kingswood

          9  redevelopment which was prepared well prior to this

         10  morning or this afternoon. The statement will take

         11  less than three minutes to deliver and I'm going to

         12  deliver it. Then I may have some additional

         13  comments.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Sir, I need you

         15  to give us a briefing of your statement because of

         16  our timing here. We're on time. So, please have

         17  whatever statement you have, give us a brief of what

         18  your statement is.

         19                 MR. NEWMAN: Well, the statement is

         20  less than three minutes. It's quite brief.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Is your mike

         22  on?

         23                 MR. NEWMAN: Pardon me? Can't you hear

         24  me?

         25                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Make sure the
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          2  light is off. It should be off.

          3                 MR. NEWMAN: Can you hear me now?

          4                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: There you are.

          5                 MR. NEWMAN: Okay. Two years ago when

          6  New York City chose Kingswood Partners to redevelop

          7  the shoppers parking lot number one and two, it

          8  evoked two distinct sensibilities from the BID. One

          9  was an immediate sense of relief that the agency

         10  responsible for operating the lots would be removed.

         11  That the mismanagement that have allowed wide-spread

         12  disintegration of the parking surface to persist and

         13  had promoted the loss of 20 percent of the available

         14  spaces for other than shoppers hourly use would end.

         15  It's now two years later and, of course, we're still

         16  waiting hopefully while the lots remain neglected.

         17                 The second and equally pertinent

         18  sense felt by the BID was anxiety. That municipal

         19  mismanagement could be replaced by a private entity

         20  that on the one hand didn't increase the available

         21  off- street parking at all and on the other hand,

         22  introduced an anchor to retailer that could

         23  jeopardize the existing merchant based. With regard

         24  to the first concern, we decided that anything was

         25  better than continued municipal control of the
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          2  shoppers parking.

          3                 That left the unknown risks

          4  associated with redevelopment as our singular worry.

          5  And a concern for which we had no answer. Thus, to

          6  either confirm or to lay off here, we hired two well

          7  known, well respected New York City urban planning

          8  experts to analyze the Kingswood Partner proposal

          9  and to advise the BID of their opinions of its

         10  efficacy.

         11                 One of these experts is here today

         12  and will speak to the pivotal issue. You should pay

         13  close attention to his comments as we did. We were

         14  satisfied with their assessment that off- street

         15  parking would be adequate; that traffic would be

         16  manageable and that an anchor store would increase

         17  business to the street as a whole and would benefit

         18  the community at large. From the BID's perspective,

         19  millions of dollars worth of existing commercial

         20  real estate along Kings Highway can be either

         21  enhanced or depreciated in an instant. Merely by the

         22  result of your vote. Therefore, we're looking to

         23  you.

         24                 We, owners, who purchase property

         25  within a C4 general commercial district expect that
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          2  the City will do all in its power to maximize the

          3  potential available under C4 zoning. Indeed,

          4  maximization of potential is what is behind the

          5  City's RFP in the first place. So, if you turn out

          6  to be at odds with that, it will be with the

          7  government that you serve. That was written prior to

          8  the curveball that was thrown this afternoon by Mr.

          9  Petraro. In fact, the BID's approval was predicated

         10  on an anchor store being one of the elements that

         11  would be included with parking. We have several

         12  hundred signatures that were taken with that

         13  assumption.

         14                 As well, our urban planner reviewed

         15  the proposal based on that and I would like you to

         16  hear the urban planner. I think it is very

         17  important. But the truth is, with the alternate

         18  proposal that's been made today, I cannot in good

         19  conscience on behalf of the BID support this

         20  proposal. That's my statement.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Thank you.

         22                 MR. BOWERS: My name is Ken Bowers.

         23  I'm a Principal with the firm of Philips, Price,

         24  Shpearo Associates. We're a planning firm that also

         25  does a lot of commercial corridor revitalization and
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          2  market studies. We've been in business for over 35

          3  years and we've done a lot of those types of studies

          4  throughout the five boroughs including Atlantic

          5  Avenue in Brooklyn and most recently for Fulton

          6  Street in the Fork Green and Clinton Hills section

          7  of Brooklyn on behalf of the Brooklyn Chamber of

          8  Commerce.

          9                 We were asked to review the proposal

         10  of having redeveloping the parking lots for new

         11  parking space and unspecified anchor tenant or two

         12  totaling around 75,000 square feet of retail as to

         13  whether there would be a net benefit or detriment on

         14  the existing retailing conditions from the

         15  perspective of the existing retailers on the

         16  corridor.

         17                 We found that there would be a net

         18  benefit. If I could phrase it in terms of two

         19  trade-offs since planning decisions are typically

         20  trade offs. The first trade- off is Kings Highway

         21  gets more shoppers to the corridor versus Kings

         22  Highway gets more vehicular congestion. If I could

         23  address that first. Based on our review of the

         24  application and also the review of the application

         25  by Sam Schwartz Company, one of the City's leading
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          2  traffic firms, congestion for retailer is only a

          3  problem to the extent that it inhibits customers

          4  from being able to get to their store. There is

          5  nothing about this project that's going to raise the

          6  vehicular traffic to the level where that would be

          7  so. Until you get to that level, congestion is

          8  actually good because it means that a lot of people

          9  are coming to the corridor and that means more

         10  customers.

         11                 Now the second trade-off is the idea

         12  that Kings Highway gets more anchor stores versus

         13  the fact that existing retailers can see more

         14  competition. Whenever a new retailer arrives on a

         15  commercial corridor, there is some increase in

         16  competition. However, we feel quite strongly that

         17  Kings Highway can handle the competition for three

         18  reasons. One of which is the total square footage in

         19  the area. It hasn't changed over the last 14 years.

         20  But if you look at the demographics, the population

         21  and the income in the trade area has increased

         22  significantly and the amount of disposal income is

         23  enough to support the new retail and much more.

         24                 Secondly, the new anchors will

         25  increase the draw of the corridor within the
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          2  existing trade area by giving the shoppers more

          3  reasons to return more often. And thirdly, the new

          4  anchors would expand the trade area for the corridor

          5  by number one, increasing the total massive retail

          6  that's on the corridor. Number two, diversifying the

          7  retail offerings. Number three, by enhancing what is

          8  a growing comparison retail focus on the Kings

          9  Highway corridor.

         10                 As a sort of summary, we'd also like

         11  to say that we think that the project overall

         12  represents good planning. It replaces surface

         13  parking lots which is a suboptimal use of scarce

         14  urban land with productive new economic generators.

         15  And then secondly, the project is located in the

         16  area of unusual transit access with local and

         17  express subway service in proximity of the five bus

         18  lines which not only encourages transit use for

         19  shoppers, it also provides greater access to retail

         20  options for households who don't have cars. Thank

         21  you.

         22                 MR. KALLMAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman,

         23  Council Members. My name is Larry Kallman. I'm the

         24  Senior Transportation Engineer with the Sam Schwartz

         25  Company. I'm speaking today on behalf of Eric
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          2  Arseman (phonetic) who is the Director of

          3  Transportation, but who was the Director of the

          4  study, but who could not be here today.

          5                 The Sam Schwartz Company was asked by

          6  the Kings Highway BID to review the traffic and

          7  planning analysis for Kings Highway municipal lots

          8  redevelopment EAS. Our findings are as follows:

          9                 We reviewed the traffic volumes, the

         10  trip generation and assignment assumptions. Due to

         11  the modal split and the length trip percentages used

         12  in the calculations, the numbers are conservative.

         13                 We reviewed the future parking

         14  conditions and found them to be accurate as well.

         15  The full build conditions will not have an adverse

         16  impact on parking conditions. In conclusion, their

         17  analysis is conservative and overall the project

         18  should not have impacts. Thank you very much.

         19                 MR. GRABINO: Gentlemen and ladies of

         20  the Council, my name is Harold Grabino. Through

         21  several generations in our family, we've owned

         22  commercial property on the Kings Highway strip for

         23  about 60 years. We are still heavily involved

         24  commercially on that strip. We're also members of

         25  the Business Improvement District, strong supporters
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          2  of the Business Improvement District. We have been

          3  made familiar with all of the work of the district

          4  that has done on this proposal.

          5                 The BID's approval and, in fact, our

          6  approval, was based upon a development which would

          7  introduce anchor store or stores onto the now

          8  municipal parking lots. We were not advised of an

          9  office use. I don't think the BID would approve of

         10  an office use. We now have roughly 150,000 square

         11  feet on this commercial strip of office and health

         12  related uses which do not generate the kind of

         13  customer traffic required.

         14                 We felt that the anchor stores would

         15  be a very positive generator of traffic for the

         16  commercial strip and that was based upon and our

         17  approvals were based upon that concept. We didn't

         18  hear that today and we are going to have to go back

         19  to the BID for further discussions. That's the end

         20  of my remarks. If you have questions, members, for

         21  any of the people sitting at the table, we'll be

         22  glad to answer them to the best of our ability.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Any questions

         24  from members of the Committee? Thank you. I'll call

         25  Ms. Theresa Scavo. She left. Alice Heiney, Ms.
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          2  Posla, Vera Breuner. She left, he left? Robert

          3  Moskowitz, Elias Pollack, Louis Powsner. I saw you

          4  screamed out earlier. I didn't even call you yet.

          5  Oh, okay. Morris Harry. You choose the order. Please

          6  identify yourself.

          7                 MR. ROBERT MOSKOWITZ: Good afternoon.

          8  My name is Robert Moskowitz. I'm a Coordinator with

          9  the Flatbush Shomrim Safety Patrol. We're a

         10  volunteer organization that is under the auspices of

         11  the DCCA and we work with the 61, 70 and 63

         12  precincts. I can tell you as a emergency responder

         13  that when you got to go between Coney Island Avenue

         14  and Ocean Avenue in that Kings Highway neighborhood,

         15  it's a nightmare. I'm not talking about weekends.

         16  I'm talking about in the middle of the day. I've got

         17  35 units who respond to emergency calls. We have a

         18  24 hour hotline and if you got to go down one of the

         19  blocks and I'm talking about with lights and sirens,

         20  it is impossible.

         21                 Regarding the Fire House, the streets

         22  in Brooklyn if you're familiar with it, you've East

         23  12th goes one way, East 13th the other, East 14th

         24  the other, up and down. When you get to East 14th

         25  Street and you get to Avenue P, all of a sudden, it
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          2  shifts. You cannot go down that way. It's suppose to

          3  be this way, it stops by Avenue P and all of sudden

          4  the traffic comes this way. That's because the Fire

          5  Department doesn't want any part of the traffic

          6  that's going from Kings Highway because it just

          7  becomes impossible.

          8                 Unless the developer can make some

          9  sort of a street that goes straight up, as far as

         10  I'm concerned and I'm speaking for emergency

         11  responders, that you're talking about not

         12  inconveniencing the people in the neighborhood, but

         13  you're talking about endangering their lives. I

         14  thank you for your time.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: I'm sorry, Mr.

         16  Moskowitz, what organization did you say you were

         17  from?

         18                 MR. MOSKOWITZ: It's the Flatbush

         19  Shomrim Safety Patrol. We're an anti- crime patrol

         20  in the neighborhood. We work very closely with the

         21  61's, 706, 63. We respond to crime related calls. We

         22  respond to missings. We train to deal with teens at

         23  risk with spouse abuse, any kind of domestic

         24  violence.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Thank you.
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          2                 MR. MOSKOWITZ: What happens is when

          3  the Police Department, they're very busy in the

          4  borough, we very often get the calls from them.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Thanks.

          6                 MR. POWSLER: My name is Louis Powsler

          7  (phonetic). I served as President of the Joint

          8  Council of Kings County Board of Trade for 24 years

          9  and was Chairman of the Board for 12 years in

         10  addition. I worked with Mildred Silverstein who was

         11  mentioned earlier who was the Executive Secretary of

         12  Kings Highway Board of Trade in securing these two

         13  parking lots, we did it through the offices of First

         14  Congressman Steven Solars and then his aid who

         15  became the State Assemblyman and then State Senator

         16  and now the United States Senator, Charles Schumer

         17  (phonetic). We fought with the New York City Sites

         18  Election Board for these two locations. They are

         19  ideally situated for the people on one side of Kings

         20  Highway. The stores on one side and when Mildred

         21  Silverstein was talking to somebody who was

         22  mentioned earlier, who said that she was in favor of

         23  a flagship store and more parking, she meant more

         24  parking on the other side, on the Ocean Avenue side

         25  of Kings Highway. But flagship stores we had. They
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          2  tore down the two theaters that were the flagships

          3  of Kings Highway that were the attractors that

          4  brought so many people.

          5                 The proposal that I heard and that

          6  was given with pictures at the meeting of the

          7  Community Board called for multi- level parking. One

          8  of the two parking lots was to be cumbersome valet

          9  parking. This is ridiculous. A woman goes shopping

         10  during the day and then she wants to go buy

         11  something else and she comes to Kings Highway and

         12  she has to give her car and the keys to some

         13  stranger to drive her car into the lot and park it

         14  for her. Ludicrous. And then also as far as I heard

         15  in the business about the Fire Department, they said

         16  we won't allow tractor trailers in to the loading

         17  zone. What are they going to come with? Bicycles. In

         18  other words, they bring big box stores that come

         19  with tractor trailers and they have loading

         20  platforms. They don't deliver by bicycle or by three

         21  wheelers.

         22                 I've watched this community and I

         23  know that there are medical centers in the nearby

         24  vicinity across the street from me to these lots

         25  where I watch people come. They have to be hoisted
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          2  out of their car or they have to get out of their

          3  own car and pull their wheelchair out and go across

          4  the street. This is the way the neighborhood is now.

          5  Don't take it away. Don't change it into a multi-

          6  level kind of thing and turn it over to somebody

          7  else.

          8                 Because one thing is for sure, no

          9  matter what you charge people to park in the parking

         10  garage, if there are stores inside, they're not

         11  going to go outside to go shopping. The proof of

         12  that is Kings Plaza. They have a ten-level parking

         13  lot. I have the original plans with me today of

         14  Kings Plaza back in 1967. It was supposed to be a

         15  marine related shopping center. The very next day

         16  after the Board of Estimate approved it, they went

         17  out and got a variance to build a ten-level parking

         18  garage. Goodbye marines. The only woman who was

         19  shopping by boat at that time was Jacqueline Onassis

         20  and she was over in Greece.

         21                 MS. HEINEY: Hi, hello, members of the

         22  City Council Committee. Good afternoon, can you hear

         23  me? My name is Alice Heiney. I don't live near Kings

         24  Highway in Brooklyn. But I do go there often. I shop

         25  there, eat there and see friends there. During the
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          2  afternoon and evening hours, the traffic is heavy.

          3  Sometimes so heavy right in the area between East

          4  12th and East 17th Streets that it takes three or

          5  four changes of traffic lights to move one block

          6  either on the side streets approaching Kings Highway

          7  or on Kings Highway itself.

          8                 If more vehicles will be coming to

          9  Kings Highway as most certainly they will, bringing

         10  people to shop in these stores, I can only envision

         11  a traffic situation similar to what we have in

         12  Manhattan approaching the Lincoln Tunnel during many

         13  hours of the day.

         14                 In addition to the increased air

         15  pollution with more vehicles trying to come to the

         16  Kings Highway area, traffic tie ups will be

         17  increased by the number of cars endlessly cruising

         18  for parking. The Fire House is right smack next to

         19  the 14th Street parking lot. In this area, we have

         20  only one way side streets. Kings Highway is a narrow

         21  main street which is almost always clogged with

         22  cars, buses and trucks making deliveries and double-

         23  parked cars.

         24                 We do not have the wide avenues that

         25  Manhattan has where they can dedicate a lane for
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          2  fire apparatus. If there are no delivery trucks and

          3  no double parkers, there is still only room for one

          4  lane of traffic in each direction on Kings Highway.

          5  The response of this Fire House will be seriously

          6  compromised. The powers to be are seduced by the

          7  idea of making money by selling these parking lots

          8  without taking into consideration the hardship which

          9  will be caused to large numbers of people who live,

         10  work and shop here. I, therefore, ask that the

         11  mission to sell these lots be denied. Please, do not

         12  sell us out. Thank you.

         13                 MR. POLLACK: My name is Elias

         14  Pollack. I represent the Congregation as Haem of

         15  Flatbush (phonetic). I'm a resident in the

         16  neighborhood on East 10th Street off Kings Highway

         17  for the past 54 years. I feel that this is not the

         18  right approach because the area which was not

         19  mentioned. We have the PS238 on East 8th Street,

         20  right off Kings Highway. We have a senior center on

         21  East 10th Street in Quinton Road which goes right

         22  into Kings Highway. We do not mention the high

         23  school, Madison which discharges, I mean let's go,

         24  the children that come from high school and

         25  accumulate and gather together to get on the bus on
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          2  Kings Highway. There are two buses going there, B82

          3  that goes to Stillwell, down from Stillwell all the

          4  way to East New York. Those buses have to take at

          5  least a half hour between East 19th down to come to

          6  Coney Island Avenue.

          7                 When the children come out of PS 238,

          8  they accumulate by the corner. They don't get a

          9  chance. The light is changing. They didn't even get

         10  a chance to cross. When I want to make a turn or

         11  anybody wants to make a turn, the children are in

         12  the driveway. They are actually on the traffic. I

         13  feel since I'm a resident so long and I know that my

         14  temple has a lot of senior people, they are even

         15  hindered to be able to come weekdays for services

         16  because they cannot come with cars and they cannot

         17  even walk that far because they come across lights

         18  just like you have it in Queens.

         19                 I would say, it's my opinion, that

         20  this project should be totally denied because I

         21  remember even on the senior center that I had

         22  mentioned on the corner of Quinton and East 10th

         23  Street, there is five floors. There is hundreds of

         24  citizens there. They cannot come even to have a meal

         25  or be entertained at their old age. So, please bear
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          2  with us. I came from the other side, a holocaust

          3  survivor. I don't want to mention the history.

          4                 I serve in the armed forces here for

          5  two years in Korea after I was just barely nine

          6  months in the United States. I was not even a

          7  citizen and I serve this country. I feel since I

          8  live in that neighborhood that long, I feel I can

          9  speak for my neighbors too. Thank you very much,

         10  Board Members. Especially to our worthy Councilman

         11  Mike Nelson that is constantly giving us support.

         12  Thank you so much.

         13                 MR. HARARY: My name is Morris Harary.

         14  I have served on the Community Board 15 from 1986 to

         15  the present. I'm presently the Acting Transportation

         16  Chairman. However, I speak here as a private

         17  individual.

         18                 I live on East 9th Street between

         19  Kings Highway and Avenue R and I walk Kings Highway

         20  from East 9th Street to East 15th Street or take a

         21  bus down that street every day and I've done so for

         22  the past 28 years. During the past seven or eight

         23  years, traffic at Kings Highway and on the East West

         24  arteries and general have increased to the point

         25  where between 11:00 in the morning now on Kings
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          2  Highway and approximately 7:00 in the evening, from

          3  Coney Island Avenue to East 17th Street, it would

          4  take a bus or a car approximately 10 minutes to

          5  traverse those four or five blocks.

          6                 To say that the area is congested

          7  with traffic is an understatement. If you are to put

          8  a parking lot rather shopping center there or to

          9  increase the traffic there in any measurable amount,

         10  you will clog Kings Highway to the point of becoming

         11  a traffic lot in and of itself. You will impede

         12  traffic movement. The only solution that you're

         13  going to be able to achieve in order to unclog it at

         14  that point is to bar traffic and create left turn

         15  lanes and that's not going to work. Because once

         16  you've done that, you will have maybe 30 or 40

         17  parking spaces that exist on Kings Highway.

         18                 In addition to that, what's proposed

         19  here is to charge market rates or parking market

         20  rates in a parking lot rather than quarters for

         21  parking. I dare say that's going to impede people

         22  from going out to shop in Kings Highway once you

         23  have to go into a parking lot and pay going rates

         24  for it. I would point out as the initial gentlemen

         25  who spoke here in this round said, the streets are

                                                            116

          1  SUBCOMMITTEE ON PLANNING

          2  so congested that the Fire Department has opted to

          3  take a street that went from north to south and

          4  change it from south to north. So there are three

          5  consecutive streets that run from south to north.

          6  That's how bad Kings Highway is congested. That's

          7  how unwanting the Fire Department and emergency

          8  vehicles are to travel on Kings Highway.

          9                 I don't understand how Mr. Schwartz's

         10  firm and I have a great deal of respect for him, can

         11  come here and give you an assessment that there is

         12  no problem with transportation on Kings Highway.

         13  That is not the fact. I felt so strongly about it

         14  that I, who have never spoken in one of these

         15  sessions, have come down and spent the time today

         16  and waited three hours to tell you that. There is no

         17  way that you're going to not impede the traffic on

         18  Kings Highway and cause major damage if you permit

         19  this to go the way it is. Thank you.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Thank you. Any

         21  questions from any of the Committee members? Thank

         22  you. Anyone else speaking on a particular item?

         23  Closing item. No, we're closing the item for any

         24  other testimony speakers. No one else speaking on

         25  Item 110, 111. Closing the particular items. Is she
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          2  signed on? We don't have her here. Sergeant of Arms,

          3  can you have her fill one of these out? Who else?

          4  Please just identify yourself for the record.

          5                 MS. BRENNER: Thank you. My name is

          6  Vera Brenner. I live at 1704 East 15th Street since

          7  1967. I moved there as a child and have been in the

          8  community ever since. I am now a widow with a child

          9  and I'm raising a child there as well. I enjoy that

         10  neighborhood immensely and I do not want to leave.

         11  But the congestion has gotten so bad that I have had

         12  to consider it. Whatever is proposed to those

         13  parking lots would be detrimental. There is no

         14  parking now as we speak. I literally have spent an

         15  hour looking for a parking spot in that neighborhood

         16  because of the shopping, because of the subway,

         17  because of other considerations, parking is

         18  impossible in that neighborhood now. We cannot

         19  afford to lose what we have.

         20                 I would love somebody to come up with

         21  an opportunity to have more parking. I would love to

         22  have a supermarket. But it's not up to us. It's up

         23  to the business person who wants to come into the

         24  community and give us one. Right now we have seven

         25  drug stores. Four of them are chains. Somebody has
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          2  got to go out of business eventually. And

          3  eventually, hopefully, a supermarket will come in.

          4                 As a mother, a parent of a working

          5  woman there, I cannot see anything valuable that

          6  would come into the neighborhood. The Yeshiva, the

          7  school there, the traffic is horrible. We have to be

          8  very careful with those kids. You have to consider

          9  them. You have to consider the senior citizens. I

         10  drive like two miles an hour to be concerned with

         11  that area. I drive very carefully. I also have been

         12  hit in that neighborhood. I was in a car accident. I

         13  was hit crossing the street in that area last May by

         14  an SUV. So, it's dangerous now. You can't. You have

         15  to put more thought into it and I'm totally against

         16  it for now unless a better solution comes.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Thank you. Sir.

         18  Would you please identify yourself.

         19                 MR. SHAM: My name is Jeremiah Sham,

         20  the ex- treasurer of Community Board 15; still

         21  currently a member. When the Community Board

         22  approved this investment in the community, the vote

         23  was 22 to 19. Unfortunately, I was ill. I was not

         24  there that night. I happen to believe that if I had

         25  showed up and convinced one more of my members to
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          2  vote with me, I don't know how that would influence

          3  this hearing today. Because we would not have

          4  Community Board approval. I submit that if it was

          5  resubmitted to the Community Board, it would be not

          6  approved today.

          7                 Why do we have so much traffic on

          8  Kings Highway? Very simple. In 1950, when the zoning

          9  resolutions were changed, it was required that new

         10  buildings would have to provide in- house parking,

         11  underground parking. After 1950, 759 units were

         12  built providing 228 parking spaces leaving a balance

         13  of 531 spaces. Prior to 1950, in the area of East

         14  12th, 13th and 14th, Kings Highway to Avenue R,

         15  there were 1140 units pre- 1950's construction now

         16  occupied to a total of 1,671 apartments with no

         17  parking at all.

         18                 This does not take into consideration

         19  the medical units that have been built. The private

         20  homes that have been built. It does not take into

         21  consideration any of those issues. But we have a

         22  deficit of 1,671 parking spaces. That's dramatic.

         23  And that's the reason today, when in 1950, probably

         24  1,140 people did not have cars. But today, they all

         25  do. There is change in the community. We have had
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          2  change in tenancy and the neighborhood just can't

          3  take anymore.

          4                 The other real problem is the

          5  overnight parking which is related. The overnight

          6  parking was put in to accommodate all of these

          7  apartments and units that had no parking. 10:00 p.m.

          8  To 9:00 a.m., parking is free in both lots. It is

          9  fully utilized and it is utilized by the 1,671

         10  people I submit.

         11                 The last thing is very, very simple.

         12  This doesn't come down to a parking lot. It doesn't

         13  come to development. It comes down to real estate. A

         14  40 x 100 square foot lot in that area is now going

         15  for a half of million dollars. This development has

         16  70,000 square feet. You figure it out. You've got to

         17  pay a half of million for 4,000 square feet. What

         18  would be the market value of 70,000 square feet. I

         19  submit that it is an inside deal by whom I don't

         20  know. I leave the arithmetic to you. However, the

         21  City Council has a responsibility to in their budget

         22  manage the City's money. I request that this

         23  Committee deny this particular item and you

         24  seriously investigate as to how such a land grab and

         25  a giveaway is come to this point. Thank you very
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          2  much.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Thank you. Any

          4  questions from any Committee members? Thank you.

          5  We're closing item LU110 and 111. Opening up item

          6  LU89. Council Member Perkins, we have one speaker,

          7  Carolyn Kent. Excuse me. You're not speaking of item

          8  89?

          9                 MS. KENT: No, 109.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: So, we're

         11  closing item 89. No speaker on that particular item.

         12  So, we're opening up LU109. And there we have Ms.

         13  Kent.

         14                 MS. KENT: Chair Martinez and Council

         15  members, good afternoon and thank you.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: One second,

         17  please. Give me one second. For the record, a point

         18  of information on LU109, the Department of City and

         19  Administrative Services have put a hold on this

         20  particular item on 432 West 119th Street. The

         21  Committee will not be voting on this particular

         22  today. We're going to be voting on it Wednesday.

         23                 MS. KENT: You say you will be voting

         24  on Wednesday?

         25                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: On Wednesday,
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          2  not today. Today, you can testify.

          3                 MS. KENT: I'm glad to be here to

          4  testify, but I misunderstood the situation. I didn't

          5  realize, I believe that a hold had been requested by

          6  EDC.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: We got it.

          8                 MS. KENT: Rather than a vote --

          9                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: We're not

         10  voting.

         11                 MS. KENT: -- On Wednesday.

         12                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: I'll explain it

         13  to you later.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: The Committee

         15  today will not be voting on this particular item.

         16                 MS. KENT: I understand that.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: A hold has been

         18  put on by the Department of Administrative Services.

         19                 MS. KENT: But I had understood this

         20  to be a hold that would hold the issue while

         21  negotiations from our Board continue. All right. I'm

         22  obviously not correct in that. So, I may just get

         23  back to my principle reason for being here and my

         24  principle statement.

         25                 I'm here on behalf of Community Board
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          2  9, Manhattan, to ask that you disapprove in your

          3  section of this ULURP, the sending of a landmark

          4  site in CB 9 into public auction through the

          5  direction of DCAS and it's repeated ULURP action.

          6  Now for the second time, DCAS has sent towards

          7  public action an important landmark site without

          8  consultations prior to CB 9 and for the second time,

          9  CB 9 has voted unanimous disapproval of this

         10  direction towards public auction.

         11                 We have entered into what we hope

         12  will be very fruitful negotiations with Columbia

         13  University towards their undertaking maintenance and

         14  support of this important historic landmark which is

         15  a small gate house built in 1894 in connection with

         16  the installation and some further changes within the

         17  Croton Aqueduct Water System that was built through

         18  the whole center of the 19th century and remains one

         19  of the great engineering projects of the world.

         20                 We're very proud to have a remanent

         21  gate house in Board 9 and we're very committed to

         22  its stabilization and its maintenance and now,

         23  unfortunately, further repairs necessitated by the

         24  installation of an unnecessary protective fence by

         25  DCAS. So, DCAS has faced us with an unlook for ULURP
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          2  for disposition through public auction and then they

          3  follow that with the installation of a damaging

          4  fence and we are urging and asking that there be a

          5  disapproval of this ULURP while we believe that we

          6  will find a sponsor either in Columbia University or

          7  we will simply continue to look and find an

          8  appropriate sponsor which we would then ask to be a

          9  sole source facilitator, facilitated by EDC for the

         10  purchase. Not through public auction, but by very

         11  responsible and capable sponsor appropriate for an

         12  important historic landmark.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Thank you. Just

         14  a point of clarity --

         15                 MS. KENT: Yes.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: -- Even though

         17  there is a hold, it has to go through a ULURP for

         18  negotiated sale. Right now there is no auction on

         19  the property and that's why a hold had been placed.

         20  Once the details are worked out, we're go to Borough

         21  Board. But the Committee on Wednesday will be voting

         22  on the ULURP of this application. The negotiation

         23  will happen and it will be approved at the Borough

         24  Board. You understand?

         25                 MS. KENT: The negotiation, you mean
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          2  for a single --

          3                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Negotiated

          4  sale. Not auction.

          5                 MS. KENT: I understand what you're

          6  saying.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: What you're

          8  asking for.

          9                 MS. KENT: Good. All right. Well, in

         10  any case, thank you.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Thank you. All

         12  right. Anyone else to speak on item LU109? No one to

         13  speak, closing the particular item. Opening up item

         14  LU112. Sorry, that item is already item and closed.

         15  Opening up item LU117. Council Member Vann, no one

         16  to speak on the item; closing the particular item.

         17  Opening up Item LU49 has been withdrawn. Council

         18  Member Dilan and Boyland. In Item LU49, property

         19  2101 Fulton has been withdrawn. I'll make that

         20  clarification again. Item LU49, property 2101 Fulton

         21  Street has been withdrawn. Anyone to speak on the

         22  item? Closing the particular item. Opening up item

         23  LU51. Council Member Reed, Serrano and Seabrook,

         24  anyone to speak on the item? Closing the particular

         25  item. Opening up item LU 53, anyone to speak on the

                                                            126

          1  SUBCOMMITTEE ON PLANNING

          2  item? Closing the item. Opening up item LU61,

          3  Council Member Foster and Serrano, no one to speak

          4  on the item. Closing the particular item.

          5                 Opening up item LU120, Council Member

          6  Serrano, and item LU121, 22, Council Member Serrano,

          7  no one to speak on the item; closing the particular

          8  items. Okay. I recommend and I vote on all the items

          9  presented. Would you please call the roll? 110 and

         10  111.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Aye and I just

         13  want to clarify that we're voting on the disposition

         14  of the property, not the use.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: I've been so

         17  busy saying goodbye to people. What is 110 and 111

         18  on here? Okay. I will be voting aye on all except

         19  items 110 and 111, I'll be voting no for. By the

         20  way, in all fairness, it's my understanding the MOU

         21  is not going to be ready today. That should go for

         22  the record. I know that's been condemned and

         23  criticized. But that I knew about. It will be coming

         24  either later today or tomorrow. There is not just an

         25  excuse. It's a fact.
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          2                 This has been an ongoing battle for a

          3  long time. I'll be talking tomorrow also to various

          4  people. A lot of issues we have to work on.

          5  Overnight parking, now it's free as you know.

          6  Municipal rates, all contractually done; a guarantee

          7  of a supermarket should this all come to be and I

          8  see things and I see where it might be going.

          9                 It is a very congested area. There is

         10  no doubt about it. A big box to whatever it was

         11  would have been absolutely impossible. The stores

         12  there, the people own property there. They may be

         13  laughing and they think it's going to go up in

         14  value. It would have totally gone down in value. I

         15  don't know where it will be if the second part of

         16  this, if the supermarket is in fact had for the

         17  community which would be the only real silver lining

         18  to this. The area desperately needs one.

         19                 But there are these other issues that

         20  must be also worked out. Having said that, as I

         21  logged in my vote already, aye on all items except

         22  those two, 110 and 111. Thank you.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: I vote aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate:
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Permission to

          5  explain my vote.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: You may.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you,

          8  sir. I had the pleasure of going out and looking at

          9  this very area that Councilman Nelson and others are

         10  very concerned about and I have a certain amount of

         11  traffic considerations there. The area is being,

         12  from my point of view, over developed and we're not

         13  looking at traffic. With that in mind, I want to,

         14  however, being assured by the good people at EDC and

         15  other places that these considerations are important

         16  and they are working on them. I'm going to vote, aye

         17  on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: May I be

         20  please explain my vote?

         21                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: You may.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Thank you,

         23  Mr. Chairman. Having listened here today to the

         24  testimony, there is nothing in the testimony

         25  presented to us today as to disapprove the
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          2  disposition of this property. Although, we are not

          3  in essence dealing with the use of the property,

          4  just its disposition, even when it comes to that

          5  issue of use, it appears to me from what I've heard

          6  that much of what the community has wanted,

          7  Councilman Nelson has been able to negotiate. I

          8  agree with Council Member Katz in that regard that

          9  he has done a good job in that respect.

         10                 Indeed, even the State Senator says

         11  that what would benefit the community is a full

         12  service supermarket where neighbors and residents

         13  can walk to. That's from their State Senator. In

         14  fact, I am told that is now in negotiation despite

         15  the fact of maybe larger chains not being able to go

         16  in there. There are many independent supermarkets

         17  that would be willing to go into a space like that.

         18                 It appears to me that they are

         19  getting more parking. They have reduced the size of

         20  any retail establishment. They have the supermarket

         21  that they've asked for. I have no reason to believe

         22  and there is no evidence to show that the developer

         23  or his council will not come through with what they

         24  have told the Councilman today and told us today. I

         25  believe with that, I will vote in the affirmative on
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          2  110 and 111.

          3                 However, with the proviso that I do

          4  join with Councilman Nelson in that there must be

          5  something in writing by the time we meet again for

          6  the general session. With that, I will reserve my

          7  right to reconsider a vote pending that reduced to

          8  writing. So, that some agreement can be presented to

          9  us by Wednesday. Barring that and I don't foresee

         10  any problems with such an agreement, I vote yes on

         11  110, 111 and all other matters, Mr. Chairman.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: You voted on

         13  all the items? I just wanted to point out also to

         14  the point that you raised in terms of the concern

         15  that I think we're all sympathetic in terms of

         16  having the agreement in writing, it is my assumption

         17  and Council Member Melinda Katz, Chairperson of the

         18  Land Use, also shares that by the time the

         19  negotiation of this ULURP which is dealt at the

         20  Borough Board, we're hopeful that by the time this

         21  reaches the process of the Borough Board, that

         22  Memorandum of Agreement should be produced by that

         23  time. Could you call the roll?

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of seven in

          3  the affirmative, none in the negative and no

          4  abstentions, the aforementioned items are approved

          5  with the exception of LU110 and 111 which were

          6  approved by a vote of six in the affirmative, one in

          7  the negative and no abstentions. All items are

          8  referred to the full Committee.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Meeting

         10  adjourned.

         11                 (Meeting adjourned at 3:55 p.m.)
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