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PROPOSED INT. NO. 127-A: 
By Council Members Quinn, DeBlasio, Reyna, Palma, Avella, Boyland, Brewer, Fidler, Gioia, Jackson, James, Martinez, Reed, Sanders and Gennaro 

TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of health and mental hygiene to track and report deaths of homeless persons in the city of New York. 

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Adds a new section 17-187 to chapter one of title 17.


Proposed Int. No. 127-A would amend title 17 of the New York City Administrative Code by adding a new section 17-187.

PROPOSED INT. NO. 127-A:  

Definitions.
Subdivision a of Proposed Int. 127-A would define a “homeless person” as (i) a person who at the time of death did not have a known street address of a residence at which he or she was known or reasonably believed to have resided; or (ii) a person who resided in a homeless shelter as defined in paragraph 2.  Subdivision a would also define “homeless shelter” as a residence operated by or on behalf of the department of homeless services; a residence operated by or on behalf of the department of social services/human resources administration; or a facility operated by or on behalf of the department of housing preservation and development that is a tier II facility, as defined by section 900.2(2) of title 18 of the New York Codes, Rules and Regulations, to the extent that it houses clients of the department of homeless services.   

Reports regarding deaths of homeless persons. 

Paragraph 1 of subdivision b of Proposed Int. 127-A would require that the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, on January fifteenth, April fifteenth, July fifteenth and October fifteenth of each year, beginning on January fifteenth, 2005, submit a report to the council indicating the incidence of deaths of homeless persons during the quarter year which began on the first day of the sixth month preceding the month in which the report is required to be filed.  The quarterly report would include, at a minimum: 

1. the number of homeless persons who died during the reporting quarter; 

2. the community board district where each such decedent died, disaggregated within each such district by whether the death occurred outdoors, in a hospital, in a nursing home and/or other residential health care facility, in a homeless shelter, as defined in Proposed Int. 127-A, or, to the extent such information is available, in another facility, residence or other type of location.  Proposed Int. 127-A would provide that the location of decedents who died in a residence operated by or on behalf of the department of social services/human resources administration which is available for homeless persons with HIV or AIDS related illness or for battered women would be provided by borough; 

3. an indication as to whether the decedent was known to be residing in a homeless shelter at the time of death and the community board district in which such homeless shelter is located. Proposed Int. 127-A would provide that the location of the residence of decedents known to be residing in a homeless shelter operated by or on behalf of the department of social services/human resources administration which is available for homeless persons with HIV or AIDS related illness or for battered women, be provided by borough; and

4. the age or approximate age and gender of each such decedent.

Paragraph 2 of subdivision b of Proposed Int. 127-A would require that DOH, in addition to the quarterly reports, submit an annual report to the council on January fifteenth of each year, (i) summarizing and aggregating, and updating and amending as necessary, the information provided in the immediately preceding four quarterly reports, and (ii) including the causes of death for all decedents, disaggregated by cause, including, but not limited to, an indication of how many of such deaths were related to exposure to outdoor conditions. 

Paragraph 3 of subdivision b of Proposed Int. 127-A would provide that such quarterly and annual reports be made available to any member of the public upon request. 

Rules. 

Subdivision c of Proposed Int. 127-A would require that by February first, 2005, the commissioner after public hearings promulgate such rules as are necessary to implement the provisions of Proposed Int. 127-A. Subdivision c would further provide that such rules must include, but not be limited to, a mechanism to identify the death of homeless persons. 

Section 2 of Proposed Int. 127-A would indicate that this legislation would take effect immediately upon enactment into law.
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