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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Council Member Sears,

          3  why don't you bring up our special guest for today.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Officer

          5  Donleavy. I was just speaking to him, where did he

          6  go? Oh, there he is. Come up here.

          7                 You know, it's not very often that we

          8  can really honor someone who has gone above and

          9  beyond the calls of duty, and particularly when they

         10  give so much thought to exactly what it is that has

         11  been the issue that has been so offensive. And

         12  although I can't go into too much detail about this

         13  because it is actually in process, but Officer

         14  Donleavy apprehended, because he detected, to use

         15  that word, of a bias crime. It was in a complex, and

         16  he, himself, recognized this, and pursued it to the

         17  fullest, and how everyone in the Council and how we

         18  feel about any crime, but certainly about a biased

         19  crime. So, it really is with great pleasure that you

         20  are here today and we can so honor you in that

         21  order.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. If the

         23  Clerk could read the proclamation.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         25  of New York, Proclamation.
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          2                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          3  New York is pleased and proud to honor Police

          4  Detective Michael Donleavy for his outstanding

          5  service to the City and the Queens community; and

          6                 Whereas: It is the tradition and

          7  great privilege of the New York City Council to

          8  recognize individuals that have enhanced our City

          9  with their contributions, and today we honor New

         10  York City Police Officer Michael Donleavy for his

         11  distinguished service to the residents of Queens;

         12  and

         13                 Whereas: A proud member of the New

         14  York City Police Department since 1991, Michael

         15  Donleavy began his career with the Transit Police

         16  Department District #33. Through hard work,

         17  dedication and insight, he moved up within the ranks

         18  of the Department, working with the elite Street

         19  Crime Unit before being promoted to Detective in

         20  1999; and

         21                 Whereas: Detective Donleavy has used

         22  his experience and expertise to reduce crime in the

         23  Queens community. After a series of possible bias

         24  incidents occurred at Park City Estates, a

         25  co-operative community in Queens, Detective Donleavy
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          2  was able to put certain security measures in place

          3  that eventually led to a positive resolution of the

          4  problem; and

          5                 Whereas: New York City Police

          6  Detective Michael Donleavy has been of immeasurable

          7  value to our City and the Queens community. His

          8  dedication and concern for others is truly

          9  inspirational; he has enriched us with his efforts

         10  and it is with the deepest gratitude of this

         11  legislative body that we honor him today; now,

         12  therefore

         13                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         14  City of New York honors NYPD DETECTIVE MICHAEL

         15  DONLEAVY for his distinguished service to the City

         16  of New York.

         17                 Signed this 24th day of March in the

         18  year Two Thousand and Four, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         19  for the Entire Council; Helen Sears, Council Member,

         20  25th District, Queens.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Officer Donleavy, we

         22  are very pleased you are here with us, and thank you

         23  for all of your service to our city and to our state

         24  and country, and we would love it if you would just

         25  say a few words.
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          2                 DETECTIVE DONLEAVY: Well, I'm not a

          3  man of many words, but everything worked out. I'd

          4  like to say this is a very great day for me, myself,

          5  and my family, and I also want to thank the members

          6  of the 112 Detective Squad for their diligence in

          7  also helping me with this case, and this is on

          8  behalf of all the hard-working detectives throughout

          9  New York City.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         12                 And thank you to the detectives that

         13  are here. I can see you guys didn't bother to get

         14  dressed up in the dress blues. Good decision.

         15                 All right, Council Member Comrie.

         16  Council Member Leroy Comrie, or as I heard someone

         17  say the other day Liroy, over and over again.

         18                 I know we have some special guests

         19  here that you'd like to introduce, Council Member

         20  Comrie.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you,

         22  Speaker Miller.

         23                 Today we have with us a young man

         24  that is actually the first known person, black

         25  person, that moved into part of my district, Cambria
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          2  Heights. Mr. Durham and his family. He's the first

          3  black resident of Cambria Heights. When he moved

          4  into Cambria Heights early in 1960 -- in 1960.

          5  Sorry, I'm bouncing back and forth. Let me refocus

          6  on something here, because I wanted to bring him

          7  down to City Hall so that everybody could meet

          8  someone.

          9                 We all have our watersheds in life,

         10  times in life where the true test of our spirit and

         11  metal are really tested. And when he moved to

         12  Cambria Heights he faced discrimination, he faced

         13  hate, he faced death threats, he had things burned

         14  on his lawn, his people, the entire neighborhood

         15  ignored him. His daughter had to be escorted back

         16  and forth to school. His son also maybe? No, okay.

         17  And he really had to show his spirit as an

         18  individual. He looked in different communities and

         19  decided to move into Cambria Heights because he

         20  thought it was a safer community. Couldn't get a

         21  mortgage. We have to thank the person that actually

         22  owned the home, because that person gave him a

         23  mortgage so that he could be in that house that he's

         24  still in today.

         25                 We found out about him last year
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          2  because the church that's two blocks away from him,

          3  when they were doing their Black History Month

          4  Program, which was featured in Newsday, found out

          5  that he still lives in Cambria Heights, and the only

          6  way that he was able to survive was through his

          7  spirit, through his faith in God, and also because

          8  he was a delivery man in Jersey at the time,

          9  delivering milk, when there was a milk strike in New

         10  York, and then everybody on the block, they wanted

         11  milk, all of a sudden became his best friend. And

         12  it's interesting how he has survived and I wanted to

         13  bring him down to City Hall just to pay homage to

         14  him because as we honor our heroes, as we've

         15  forgotten who true heroes are, as we've forgotten

         16  who people that we need to show as examples to our

         17  children, Mr. William Durham is one of those

         18  examples.

         19                 So, if the Clerk could read the

         20  proclamation, please. Thank you very much.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         22  of New York, Proclamation.

         23                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         24  New York is immensely proud to honor Mr. William

         25  "Bill" Henry Durham, affectionately known as the
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          2  "Mayor of Cambria Heights"; and

          3                 Whereas: William "Bill" Henry Durham

          4  was born in Goldsboro, North Carolina in the early

          5  1920s and was reared by his foster parents, Oscar

          6  and Dora Durham; and

          7                 Whereas: William "Bill" Henry Durham

          8  joined the United States Army at the age of 14,

          9  concealing his true age, to escape the harsh reality

         10  of his home town, serving as military police until

         11  1945, when he was honorably discharged with the rank

         12  of Staff Sergeant; and

         13                 Whereas: Upon returning from his

         14  service in the military, William "Bill" Henry Durham

         15  moved to Bedford Stuyvesant, Brooklyn in 1946 and

         16  began working for the Lightolier Lighting Fixture

         17  Company, where for 38 years he served as supervisor

         18  for the lamp department; and

         19                 Whereas: While employed for the

         20  Lightolier Light Fixture Company, he also served as

         21  a proud member of Local 3 of the Electrical Workers

         22  Union, serving in various capacities including shop

         23  steward, union representative and head of the

         24  negotiation Committee for contracting; and

         25                 Whereas: In 1960, William "Bill"
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          2  Henry Durham, with little more than his faith in the

          3  Lord and the Courage of his Conviction, broke all

          4  color barriers by becoming the first

          5  African-American to move his family into Cambria

          6  Heights, Queens, which at the time was an all white

          7  community; and

          8                 Whereas: William "Bill" Henry Durham

          9  is an unsung hero who stood in the face of adversity

         10  and challenged an entire community to accept him as

         11  an equal during the height of the Civil Rights

         12  movement. He endured racial discrimination and death

         13  threats, and suffered such atrocities as having a

         14  cross burned on his front lawn, black cats hung on

         15  his front gate and needing a police escort, arranged

         16  by the NAACP, to escort his daughter to and from

         17  school; and

         18                 Whereas: In spite of all the

         19  harassment, William "Bill" Henry Durham stayed his

         20  course, aided then by Miss Sadie Hooker, his wife

         21  who passed in 1983 and their two children, Gayle

         22  Antoinette and William Fitzgerald; and

         23                 Whereas: William "Bill" Henry Durham

         24  continues to reside in Cambria Heights, having

         25  remarried in 1985 to Miss Evelyn Payne; now,
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          2  therefore

          3                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          4  City of New York honors WILLIAM "BILL" HENRY DURHAM

          5  for his courage and determination in becoming the

          6  first African-American to move into Cambria Heights.

          7                 Signed this 24th day of March in the

          8  Year Two Thousand and Four, Gifford Miller, Speaker

          9  for the Entire Council; Leroy Comrie, Majority Whip

         10  Council Member, 27th District, Queens.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Mr. Durham, in truth

         12  it is our honor that you are here with us. We're so

         13  pleased and privileged to have you and to thank you

         14  for your service to our City and our State and our

         15  country, and we'd be very graced if you would say a

         16  few words.

         17                 MR. DURHAM: I want to say thank you

         18  for this great honor.

         19                 I didn't know, at the time when all

         20  the troubles were going on, that this would ever

         21  come to be, but God have a way of showing himself at

         22  the right time. I always try to love and treat my

         23  neighbors right. I always had a feeling of love for

         24  everybody, because we're all God's children.

         25                 I worked for years trying to make a
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          2  home for my family back in North Carolina. And I

          3  left there and came to New York because they said

          4  there you'll find a good job and you'll be treated

          5  right and the first thing that happened to me when I

          6  came to New York, as a matter of fact, I first moved

          7  to Brooklyn, and I lived next door to a German

          8  fellow who disliked us very much. I left that area

          9  and came out to Queens, and that's where I found

         10  that hate is everywhere.

         11                 I am very sorry that my late wife

         12  could not be here with me, but God called her home.

         13  She worked so very hard to try to make a home for

         14  the children. Please excuse me. It's been a long

         15  struggle, it's been a long struggle, and it would

         16  have never been brought out in the open if it had

         17  not been for Pastor/Reverend Nesbus. He is the man

         18  who found me and the story, and put it out in the

         19  open. He told the story. This man is a historian. He

         20  knows how to dig out facts, the truth, and what's

         21  happening. I love him for that, because the real

         22  story through him has come to be known.

         23                 He is the one that I give all my

         24  thanks to for making it possible. And I'd like for

         25  the Pastor to have a few words, if you don't mind,
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          2  please?

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Please.

          4                 PASTOR NESBUS: All I have to say is

          5  that, my brother, you did it. I was only recording

          6  the history. I'm just a chronicle. So, we thank you

          7  very much, and we are just pleased that you paved

          8  the way and pioneered the way for so many of us. May

          9  God continue to bless you.

         10                 MR. DURHAM: Thank you.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         12                 Council Member Quinn.

         13                 Council Member Quinn, I know you and

         14  I are honoring a special person, who is special to

         15  so many of us. Is Judith here? Judith Macfarlane.

         16                 It's a bittersweet moment. You know,

         17  Judith found out about the exchange rate right now,

         18  and she's headed overseas.

         19                 Council Member Quinn, I know you

         20  wanted to say a few words.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Well, I did

         22  want to say a few words. Judith has been the Counsel

         23  to the Health Committee, the whole time I've been

         24  chair and the whole time I've been on the Council

         25  since 1999, she's been staff member to the Health
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          2  Committee. And you know, the Council has had a

          3  number of very important health victories over the

          4  past few years, keeping child health clinics open.

          5  Just today keeping tuberculosis clinics open,

          6  passage of the Clean Indoor Air Act, passage of

          7  important emergency contraception legislation, a

          8  task force that increased accessibility for women in

          9  this City to get mammograms, some real tangible

         10  victories for health care and the public health

         11  infrastructure in this City, and not one of those

         12  would have happened if it wasn't for the really

         13  unbelievably hard and tireless work of Judith

         14  Macfarlane, not Speaker Miller, which you just said.

         15                 And we should never forget her work

         16  as staff to the very important rat committee that

         17  Council Member Perkins chairs.

         18                 You're not getting the mic yet, Bill.

         19  Back off.

         20                 And I just want to say Judith has

         21  worked unbelievably hard as the Counsel to my

         22  Committee - nights, weekends, she never said no,

         23  she's never said I can't get it done. There's a lot

         24  of bills that we're going to be voting on and

         25  hearing over the next few months while she's in
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          2  Paris which she has drafted and has been working

          3  even harder knowing she's leaving. I'm very excited

          4  for her to have this great chance to live in Europe

          5  for awhile. We'll all miss her dearly. She's

          6  somebody I care about very much. Someone I'm very

          7  grateful to for making the Committee as successful

          8  as it's been, and I wish her all the best she can

          9  possibly find in France, and can't wait for in a few

         10  years when she comes back and continues helping all

         11  of us in our work in government.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: If the clerk could

         13  read the proclamation.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         15  of New York, Proclamation.

         16                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         17  New York is pleased and proud to honor Judith

         18  Macfarlane for outstanding work as Counsel to the

         19  Committee on Health; and

         20                 Whereas: Judith Macfarlane began

         21  working at the New York City Council on March 27,

         22  2000, at which time she was assigned as the

         23  Assistant Counsel to the Committee on Health, then

         24  chaired by our esteemed former colleague Victor

         25  Robles; soon thereafter, Judith became the Counsel
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          2  to the Committee on Health, where she quickly became

          3  known as the Council's "health issues" expert,

          4  providing advice on a wide range of issues, from

          5  ferrets to the accessibility of health care to our

          6  City's children; and

          7                 Whereas: Judith has continued to

          8  serve as Counsel to the Committee on Health under

          9  the chairpersonship and leadership of Council Member

         10  Christine Quinn, where she toiled late hours and on

         11  many weekends preparing an impressive number of

         12  hearings and a significant amount of legislation for

         13  one of the busiest committees at the Council; and

         14                 Whereas: During her time at the

         15  Council, Judith has played a key role in every

         16  accomplishment achieved by the Committee on Health,

         17  and her work has been critical in improving health

         18  care delivery for all New Yorkers, particularly

         19  women and low-income communities. Specifically,

         20  Judith worked on important pieces of legislation

         21  such as expanding access to emergency contraception,

         22  amending the Smoke Free Air Act and establishing an

         23  electronic death registration system for the City of

         24  New York; and

         25                 Whereas: Judith's hard work has
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          2  helped prevent cuts to public health programs,

          3  including child health and TB clinics; she has also

          4  drafted a proposal to establish a prescription drug

          5  free waiver program, helped to improve access to

          6  mammographies and increased the opportunity for

          7  communities to voice their concerns about various

          8  health issues through the organization of two series

          9  of public hearings held in each borough of the City;

         10  and

         11                 Whereas: After four years of

         12  dedicated service, Judith has decided to leave the

         13  Council for the excitement of a new life in Paris,

         14  France, something she has always dreamed of

         15  pursuing. We recognize Judith's decision to move to

         16  Paris as a courageous one, and though many of us

         17  feel a tinge of jealousy, we are comforted in the

         18  fact that we now have a place to stay in Paris, if

         19  we ever get there; and

         20                 Whereas: While we will miss Judith's

         21  commitment, professionalism, work ethic, keen legal

         22  mind and analytical writing ability, most of all we

         23  will miss Judith's warmth, humor, friendship and

         24  smile; now, therefore

         25                 Be It Known: That the Council of the
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          2  City of New York honors JUDITH MACFARLANE for

          3  dedicated and exceptional service, and wishes her

          4  well in Paris, France.

          5                 Signed this 24th day of March in the

          6  year Two Thousand and Four, Gifford Miller, Speaker

          7  for the Entire Council; Christine Quinn, Council

          8  Member, 3rd District, Manhattan.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Judith, we've had

         10  many heroes, in fact a couple just today, who have

         11  come here and we've honored, but anybody who can

         12  work for Victor Robles, Bill Perkins and Christine

         13  Quinn, and make it through, is really marking

         14  tremendous bravery and heroism. And I just want to

         15  say that while I won't personally be there in Paris

         16  myself, I still expect Chris Politano to buy some

         17  expensive jewelry.

         18                 All right, we would love it if you'd

         19  say a few words.

         20                 MS. MACFARLANE: I wanted to start

         21  off, I'm very bad at public speaking, so I'll start

         22  off being self-effacing which is typical. But I

         23  wanted to first thank Speaker Miller. It's really

         24  been an honor to work for you at the City Council

         25  under your leadership. A lot of people are here from
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          2  central staff, and I think we would all agree that

          3  your inclusiveness and the level that you've let us

          4  participate as staff members and the work in the

          5  City Council has been very motivating and very

          6  appreciated and I thank you for that.

          7                 I also want to say that it's been

          8  truly absolutely amazing to work for you, Chris. I

          9  think that it's extremely rare for people to work

         10  for people who they have utmost respect for and

         11  admire their intelligence and their humanity and all

         12  of those things, and I feel that for you. And I

         13  really thank you and appreciate everything that I've

         14  learned from you, which has been a tremendous deal,

         15  and I appreciate that as much as I appreciate the

         16  support you've given me on this issue and a number

         17  of things and on your friendship. I really

         18  appreciate that.

         19                 And I wanted also to thank all my

         20  colleagues here at the City Council, both the people

         21  who are on the central staff and the people who are

         22  aides to Council members.

         23                 I think it's a rare place that there

         24  is so much collegiality, it's rare that so much

         25  collegiality exists among colleagues, and it's
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          2  really made this place a great place to work.

          3                 I wanted to single out a few people.

          4  Of course, people who work on the Health Committee

          5  staff, you've all been great, Gelvina, Chris, David,

          6  Maria, all of the Finance staff. Jeremy Hoffman,

          7  Peter Rider, Lucy Mayo when she worked here. I

          8  really appreciate all of your help and the support

          9  you've given me.

         10                 Thanks to all the girls in the

         11  Speaker's Office who put up with all of my lateness

         12  in everything I've ever done here. I appreciate

         13  that.

         14                 And Victor, my prior Chair, thank

         15  you. All of the people in the Human Services

         16  Division, thanks to Cathy Torres, to Rob Newman, to

         17  Diane. Thanks for hiring me, by the way, with Gil

         18  Valdez. And I will miss Bill Drafters Are Us.

         19                 And I also wanted to say thank you to

         20  Laura Popa and Janet Torres. You guys are

         21  irreplaceable friends. Thanks very much.

         22                 And we're going to have some drinks

         23  and stuff at 17 Murray starting 5:30 so please come.

         24  No smoking. No smoking. No smoking. No smoking.

         25  Thanks very much. Bye-bye.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Council Member

          3  Provenzano. I know you have a special guest here

          4  that you'd like to introduce. Bring them up.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: We have

          6  the family of Hubert Hayes.

          7                 It's really an honor for me to be

          8  able to make this presentation today for Hubert

          9  Hayes. I'm still getting used to him not being here.

         10  He was at most of the major Housing and Buildings

         11  hearings, and when he wasn't, he was asking for his

         12  own personal hearing. And we would sit down with

         13  Hubert for maybe half an hour. No, you couldn't sit

         14  with Hubert for a half an hour, it would be more

         15  like an hour, an hour and a half, but Hubert truly

         16  was the expert on elevators. And really if you sat

         17  with him and talked about the elevators and his

         18  concerns and what needed to be done, you would

         19  probably never go on another elevator in this City.

         20                 He certainly knew, he certainly knew

         21  his business, and he will be even more missed, as we

         22  move along and try and work out the problems that

         23  we're having.

         24                 So, it's really an honor to have you

         25  here today.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: If the clerk could

          3  read the proclamation.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

          5  of New York, Proclamation.

          6                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          7  New York is pleased and proud to posthumously honor

          8  Hubert H. Hayes for his truly distinguished service

          9  to the City of New York; and

         10                 Whereas: It is the tradition and

         11  great privilege of the New York City Council to

         12  recognize individuals that have enhanced our City

         13  with their contributions, and today we posthumously

         14  honor Herbert H. Hayes, one of the pre-eminent

         15  elevator experts in our country; and

         16                 Whereas: Hubert Hayes worked in the

         17  elevator industry for close to fifty years. He began

         18  his career with the Flynn-Hill Elevator Company in

         19  1957 and worked his way up to supervisor before

         20  leaving in 1973 to found Century Elevator Co.; and

         21                 Whereas: After selling his interest

         22  in Century in 1976, Mr. Hayes became a licensed

         23  electrician and had his own electrical contracting

         24  business for several years before returning to the

         25  elevator business; and
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          2                 Whereas: In 1981, Mr. Hayes founded

          3  Hubert H. Hayes, Inc. an elevator consulting firm,

          4  and put his vast knowledge of the elevator industry

          5  to use for building owners and managers; and

          6                 Whereas: Hubert Hayes was also an

          7  important friend to the New York City Council: in

          8  1999, he assisted in the preparation of "Uneasy

          9  Ride," a report put together by the Office of

         10  Oversight and Investigation which highlighted the

         11  failure of the Buildings Department to carry out

         12  adequate elevator inspections. Mr. Hayes served as

         13  an unpaid technical expert to the City Council and

         14  provided invaluable information regarding elevator

         15  mechanics and safety; and

         16                 Whereas: Hubert Hayes was a founding

         17  member of the National Association of Vertical

         18  Transportation Professionals and a member of the

         19  National Association of Elevator Safety Authorities,

         20  as well as many other professional organizations;

         21  and

         22                 Whereas: Today, we honor the life and

         23  legacy of Hubert H. Hayes, a man whose encyclopedic

         24  knowledge of elevators and escalators helped to

         25  write the codes that protect the riding public. Mr.
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          2  Hayes truly enriched us with his contributions and

          3  it is with the deepest gratitude of this legislative

          4  body that we honor his memory; now, therefore

          5                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          6  City of New York posthumously honors HUBERT H. HAYES

          7  for his distinguished service to the City of New

          8  York.

          9                 Signed this 24th day of March in the

         10  year Two Thousand and Four, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         11  for the Entire Council; Madeline Provenzano, Council

         12  Member, 13th District, Bronx.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: We are very pleased

         14  that we have this opportunity to extend this

         15  commendation and recognition and saddened, deeply

         16  saddened that of Mr. Mr. Hayes is not here to be

         17  with us today, but we have his son, and we'd love it

         18  if you'd say a few words. Thank you.

         19                 MR. HAYES: My father truly loved the

         20  City of New York. He was born and raised here and he

         21  really did have a genuine concern for elevator

         22  safety. He dedicated his life to it. This is a great

         23  honor and a very special honor, and I thank the City

         24  Council.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.
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          2                 Thank you all for being here.

          3                 Council Member Vallone.

          4                 My colleagues, tomorrow is the

          5  anniversary of Greek Independence and this weekend

          6  we'll have a wonderful parade yet again to celebrate

          7  the extraordinary contributions of the Greek

          8  American community to our great City, and of course

          9  Greece to the world. And we have a number of special

         10  guests that are here with us today to recognize this

         11  important moment for our City, for our state, for

         12  our country and for the world, and I would be very

         13  appreciative if Council Member Vallone would say a

         14  few words and introduce some of our guests.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Thank you

         16  Speaker Milleropoulos.

         17                 As the Speaker said, this week we

         18  honor the 183rd anniversary of Greek Independence.

         19  Many of you know that there are more Greeks here in

         20  New York City than anywhere in the world, outside of

         21  Greece. I think they all live in Astoria, at least

         22  most of them do. Anybody should come to lunch in

         23  Astoria, as you just had a little taste of our food,

         24  it's the best, and the Greeks brought to this

         25  country democracy. It's more important than ever
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          2  because it's our democracy which is now under attack

          3  here and all over the world in which we fight so

          4  hard for, and it's so fitting that the Speaker has

          5  opened up the Chambers, because this is the home of

          6  democracy in the greatest City and in the greatest

          7  country in the entire world. So, it is fitting that

          8  the Greeks are here today to celebrate their

          9  independence.

         10                 We're going to honor two people

         11  today, two procs. As the Speaker said, the parade is

         12  Sunday. The group puts on that parade, and has for

         13  the last 66 years. It's a wonderful group, the

         14  Federation of Hellenic Societies. They do some great

         15  work for our community, and today we're honoring

         16  them for their efforts and putting on the parade and

         17  what they do everyday, and on behalf of that group

         18  we will have Apostolos Tomopoulos and Nikos

         19  Diamantides, the Parade Chairman, to accept the

         20  proclamation.

         21                 Will the Clerk please read the

         22  proclamation.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: The Council, City of

         24  New York, Proclamation.

         25                 Whereas: The Council of the City of
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          2  New York is proud and pleased to celebrate the 183rd

          3  anniversary of Greek Independence Day, and to honor

          4  the Federation of Hellenic Societies of Greater New

          5  York for the important work it has done to

          6  strengthen the Greek community in our City; and

          7                 Whereas: The Federation of Hellenic

          8  Societies of Greater New York was founded in 1937 to

          9  uphold the ideals of both Greece and the United

         10  States; to support the patriotic and philanthropic

         11  pursuits of the Greek and American peoples; and to

         12  provide support to new generations of Hellenic

         13  Americans and to found a Greek home in New York; and

         14                 Whereas: This year marks the 183rd

         15  Anniversary of Greek Independence Day, a day

         16  traditionally set aside by citizens of Greek

         17  heritage to pay tribute to their forefathers whose

         18  philosophy and struggle for freedom was manifested

         19  on this day in 1821, when Greek citizens unfurled

         20  their national flag and declared independence after

         21  400 years of domination by the Ottoman empire; and

         22                 Whereas: The Federation has organized

         23  the Greek Independence Day Parade on 5th Avenue in

         24  NYC for the last 66 years, the largest parade of its

         25  kind for the Greek community outside of Greece with
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          2  over 150,000 proud participants; and

          3                 Whereas: The Federation is a vital

          4  link to the great cultural heritage of Greece. It

          5  provides a forum for organized Hellenism to express

          6  itself in the greater New York metropolitan area,

          7  coordinates and assists educational institutions in

          8  their efforts to preserve and promote the Greek

          9  language, promotes the national issues of the

         10  motherland and the United States, and strengthens

         11  the already solid relationship between the people of

         12  Greece, Cyprus and American society at large; and

         13                 Whereas: The principles the

         14  Federation was founded on hold fast today, and are

         15  advanced by its work and by its current President,

         16  Apostolos Tomopoulos, whose distinguished leadership

         17  has carried on the proud legacy of his forbearers;

         18  now, therefore

         19                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         20  City of New York honors the FEDERATION OF HELLENIC

         21  SOCIETIES OF GREATER NEW YORK its President

         22  APOSTOLOS TOMOPOULOS and Parade Chairman NIKOS

         23  DIAMANTIDES.

         24                 Signed this 23rd day of March in the

         25  year Two Thousand and Four, Gifford Miller, Speaker

                                                            30

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  for the Entire Council; Peter F. Vallone, Jr.,

          3  Council Member, 22nd District, Queens.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Mr.

          5  Diamantides, if you would please say just a few

          6  words?

          7                 MR. DIAMANTIDES: Thank you very much,

          8  Mr. Speaker. Thank you very much, Mr. Vallone. We're

          9  accepting this on behalf of the Federation. I would

         10  like to, with your permission, to dedicate this to

         11  the memory of those who lost their lives in 1821 so

         12  we can live in the world of freedom.

         13                 Thank you very, very much.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Our next

         15  proclamation will go to our Parade Grand Marshals. A

         16  man and woman who I know very well. The Greeks are

         17  all about God, family and country, and that's why

         18  this award goes to a man and his -- the husband and

         19  wife, and today our second proclamation goes to Mr.

         20  And Mrs. Dimitrios and Georgia Kaloidis.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: If the Clerk could

         22  read the proclamation.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: The Council, City of

         24  New York, Proclamation.

         25                 Whereas: The Council of the City of
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          2  New York is proud and pleased to celebrate the 183rd

          3  Anniversary of Greek Independence Day, and to honor

          4  the Parade Grand Marshals Dimitrios and Georgia

          5  Kaloidis for their outstanding contributions to the

          6  City and the Greek community; and

          7                 Whereas: As we celebrate the cultural

          8  history of people of Hellenic descent, we remember

          9  with special gratitude the gifts that Greek

         10  Americans bring to every aspect of our national

         11  life; and

         12                 Whereas: Dimitrios and Georgia

         13  Kaloidis are two such individuals and exemplify all

         14  that is best in people: abundant generosity and

         15  compassion; the development of one's intellect,

         16  spirit and talents to better serve others; proudly

         17  extolling one's heritage; and a commitment to the

         18  values that strengthen family and the community; and

         19                 Whereas: Dimitrios Elias Kaloidis and

         20  Georgia Christou Manolakos were born in Laconia,

         21  Greece. They graduated from high school in Athens

         22  and emigrated to the United States in 1955 and in

         23  1963 respectively; and

         24                 Whereas: In 1974 Georgia and

         25  Dimitrios were married, and have been devoted to
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          2  each other ever since, in life and in business.

          3  Through successful partnerships, they have founded a

          4  chain of diners, which include The Floridian, The

          5  Dakota, The Carolina, The Nebraska, The Georgia and

          6  The Arch. Their current ventures include the

          7  development of Terrace on the Park in Flushing

          8  Meadows and one of the largest multiplex cinemas in

          9  the country; and

         10                 Whereas: On this auspicious occasion,

         11  as we celebrate the 183rd Anniversary of Greek

         12  Independence Day and extol the great cultural

         13  heritage of the Greek nation, we are immensely proud

         14  to honor Dimitrios and Georgia Kaloidis, a couple

         15  whose dedication to others is inspirational. They

         16  have enriched our City and the Greek community with

         17  their contributions and are worthy of the esteem of

         18  all New Yorkers; now, therefore

         19                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         20  City of New York honors DIMITRIOS and GEORGIA

         21  KALOIDIS for a life of outstanding service to the

         22  City, and for their important contributions to Greek

         23  American heritage and culture.

         24                 Signed this 24th day of March in the

         25  year Two Thousand and Four, Gifford Miller, Speaker
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          2  for the Entire Council; Peter Vallone, Jr., Council

          3  Member, 22nd District, Queens.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Mr. And Mrs.

          5  Kaloidis, we're so honored that you're here and very

          6  grateful that we have the chance to join with the

          7  Parade in honoring you for your extraordinary

          8  contributions to our City and the country, and we

          9  would be very honored if you would say a few words.

         10                 Ms. Kaloidis.

         11                 MS. KALOIDIS: Thank you. On behalf of

         12  my husband, I would like to thank you for this great

         13  honor. Also, I would like to thank you for this

         14  great celebration for the Greek Independence Day.

         15  That means that the whole community of New York

         16  appreciates what the Greeks have done for the whole

         17  society.

         18                 Thank you very much.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: We're also

         21  graced by the presence of his Grace Bishop Andonios,

         22  who is a great friend of my family who will be

         23  saying a few words later as he does the Invocation.

         24                 We also have two other guests of

         25  honor, who will say a few words. First, the
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          2  Honorable Catherine Borda, the Consul General of

          3  Greece.

          4                 CONSUL GENERAL BORDA: Council Speaker

          5  Miller, Council Member Peter Vallone, thank you very

          6  much for organizing this event here to honor the

          7  Greek Independence Day.

          8                 As you know, the 25th of March is a

          9  great day, very important date in the history of

         10  Greece. It marks the beginning of a long and hard

         11  struggle that resulted into the creation of the

         12  independent and the modern Greek state.

         13                 It was a struggle that the Greeks

         14  suffered a lot of sacrifices, and whether they gave

         15  their lives for justice, freedom and for dignity and

         16  human rights.

         17                 In this war the Greeks were not

         18  alone, they had supporters from Europe and from

         19  America that came and gave their lives to fight with

         20  them for their independence.

         21                 The Greek disapore (sic) was always

         22  on the side of the Greeks under the guidance of the

         23  Greek Orthodox Church.

         24                 Of course, Greeks, after 183 years,

         25  are in a different situation. Today Greece is a
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          2  country that contributes to the efforts of

          3  democracy, stability and the perspective well-fare

          4  in other countries of the world. It fights, and

          5  joins the efforts to combat terrorism and has

          6  participated in other major events of our century.

          7                 Greece today, as you know, is hosting

          8  a major event which is the Olympic Games of 2004,

          9  and we expect that this event is going to be another

         10  bridge that will bring again once more Greeks and

         11  the Greeks abroad together, Greeks and their friends

         12  and friendliness in the United States, and of course

         13  the Greeks and their friends in this great City.

         14                 Today is the day we honor those who

         15  fought for Greek Independence, Greeks and their

         16  friends, in the United States. It's a day that we

         17  honor the values that people fought for, freedom,

         18  justice and human dignity, values and ideas that

         19  still exist in our democracy and still unite our two

         20  nations, our two people's, Greeks and Americans

         21  today. Thank you very much.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Thank you.

         24  Anyone who wants Olympic tickets, please see that

         25  woman.
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          2                 Our last honored guest today, we're

          3  happy to have her with us, the Consul General for

          4  Cyprus, Ms. Martha Mavramadis.

          5                 CONSUL GENERAL MAVRAMADIS: Speaker

          6  Miller, Councilman Vallone, Council Members, it's a

          7  great honor for me to be here today to celebrate

          8  together the Greek Independence Day.

          9                 As we all know, the Greeks fought for

         10  justice, freedom and democracy, the very principles

         11  that this country is founded on. This country, which

         12  is a country of millions of immigrants, including 2

         13  million of Greeks.

         14                 Let me just say the Cyprus is now

         15  going under negotiations in Switzerland, and we hope

         16  that we're going to have a justified solution, a

         17  solution that will end the Turkish occupation and

         18  will reunify my country, just like this country has

         19  people from all around the world who live in peace

         20  and harmony, regardless of their religion, their

         21  race, or their ethnicity. That's what we hold in

         22  Cyprus. In Cyprus we're all Cypriots, Greeks

         23  Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots. Thank you very much,

         24  and congratulations to the honorees.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Thank you all for
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          2  being here. We certainly hope as well that we can

          3  bring down the barbed wire in Cyprus and bring unity

          4  again to that island. And we are so honored that we

          5  have this chance to be here with you, and to pay

          6  tribute to the extraordinary contributions.

          7                 I just want to note that the top

          8  Greek official of the Bloomberg Administration is

          9  here, Haeda Mihaltses is here, on behalf of the

         10  Bloomberg Administration. Thank you for being with

         11  us, Haeda. And thank you all for being here and we

         12  look forward to a wonderful, wonderful parade this

         13  weekend.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Roll call.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: James.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         25                 (No response.)
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Palma.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: A quorum is

         23  present.

         24                 All rise for the Invocation by His

         25  Grace Bishop Andonios of the Greek Orthodox Church.

                                                            42

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Afterwards we'll remain standing for a moment of

          3  silence for the 190 victims of the terrorist attacks

          4  in Spain.

          5                 GRACE BISHOP ANDONIOS: Heavenly

          6  Creator, God of our Fathers Abraham, Isaac and

          7  Jacob, we bow our heads before you this day and

          8  humbly besiege you to bless these deliberations of

          9  the Council of the great City of New York.

         10                 As we pray at every eulogy remember

         11  those in public service. Permit them, Lord, to serve

         12  and govern in peace that through the faithful

         13  conduct of their duties, we may live peacefully and

         14  serene lives in all piety and holiness.

         15                 Under their inspired leadership,

         16  enable New York to always be the capital of the

         17  world, a leader, not simply in the area of finances,

         18  but above all in the quality of life, in freedom, in

         19  opportunity, in justice, in peace and harmony

         20  amongst the many peoples of every nation of the

         21  world and of every faith who have been gathered

         22  together in this City.

         23                 Strengthen in the members of the

         24  Council and in all the citizens of New York, an

         25  unwavering dedication to the ideals of the founding
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          2  Fathers of our nation, liberty and justice for all.

          3                 Like the Statue of Liberty, which

          4  adorns our harbor, let the light of knowledge and

          5  tolerance loom in our hearts, and let us be filled

          6  with a spirit of welcome to those who come in peace

          7  seeking a better life. And as we rebuild the World

          8  Trade Center, let our priorities be like a phoenix,

          9  soaring not simply towards the Heavens, but towards

         10  a better tomorrow, a better life.

         11                 Finally, as those of us who are

         12  Christian celebrate the Feast of the Enunciation,

         13  let the members of the Council in like manner always

         14  proclaim that which is true, that which is right,

         15  that which is good.

         16                 And as we celebrate the independence

         17  of Greece, the birthplace of democracy, ever protect

         18  and keep the United States the greatest defender of

         19  it.

         20                 During these troubled times protect

         21  our City and every city from the evil of terrorism,

         22  from the evil of hate. Shed forth your grace,

         23  strengthen and guide our leaders whether on the

         24  local or national level, especially protect our

         25  armed forces, and continue to bless our nation
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          2  granting her peace and prosperity.

          3                 All this we ask in your name, and

          4  offer prayers of thanks giving and glory, for all

          5  that you have granted us. Amen.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Amen.

          7                 Council Member Vallone.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: It is my

          9  honor to move to spread the Invocation of my good

         10  friend His Grace Bishop Andonios, on the record.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: A moment of

         12  silence, please.

         13                 (Moment of Silence observed.)

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Madam Public

         16  Advocate, I know I'm out of order. I feel compelled

         17  to say:  I pledge --

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  member, you are out of order.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: -- Allegiance

         21  to the flag of the United States of America --

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         23  member, you're out of order.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: -- And to the

         25  republic for which it stands, one nation --
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  member, you're out of order.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: -- Under God,

          5  indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

          6                 Thank you.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Point of

          8  order, Madam Chair.

          9                 Point of order.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes, Council

         11  member.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: I object to

         13  you not ruling him out of order and cutting off his

         14  mic. I think that's clearly --

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I actually

         16  don't have the way to cut off his mic --

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Well, I wish

         18  that we could find a way to do that.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I did call

         20  him out of order three times, and he chose to do

         21  what he did.

         22                 Let's go, guys. Let's go.

         23                 Adoption of the minutes.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: No. Madam

         25  Chair, if you're chairing this meeting, I'm
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          2  requesting a point of order that you find a way to

          3  do that, because not only this situation, but any of

          4  our colleagues that are going to disrespect the

          5  rules and regulations of this body, and deem to do

          6  whatever they deem appropriate at the moment, they

          7  need to be ruled out of order, and if necessary,

          8  their mic should be cut off, and if necessary,

          9  removed from the Chamber. And not only on this

         10  particular matter, on any particular matter in which

         11  our colleagues refuse to abide by the rules and

         12  regulations.

         13                 I respectfully ask you as the Chair

         14  to enforce that, or else what really authority do

         15  you have as the Chair?

         16                 So, I'm requesting that this body

         17  address that particular matter, if not today, within

         18  the near future so we will not have other members

         19  disrespecting this body and deciding to do whatever

         20  they want to do.

         21                 So, if I want to get up and jump up

         22  and down on the floor, and you call me out of order,

         23  am I allowed to do that?

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I think we

         25  should just -- can't we move on and everything is so
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          2  considered, so taken. I will discuss this with the

          3  various people who could possibly give me the

          4  possibility of shutting off the mics, which actually

          5  would be a very interesting thing for me to be able

          6  to do.

          7                 Let's move on. Come on. Adoption of

          8  the Minutes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Messages and

         11  Papers from the Mayor.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 88.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Mr. Speaker.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Yes. You have to say

         15  "Messages and Papers from the Mayor."

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I did.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Okay, M 88 goes to

         18  Rules, Privileges and Elections.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         20  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 89.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Filed pursuant to a

         23  Letter or Withdrawal.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

         25  90.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finance.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 91.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finance.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 92.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Housing and

          7  Buildings.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

          9  and Communications.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         12  Call-Ups.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 93, 94, 95

         14  and 96.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: All coupled on

         16  Call-Up vote.

         17                 At this point I would ask the clerk

         18  to call the roll on all items coupled on the Call-Up

         19  vote.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on M 93

         20  and M 96; and I abstain on M 94 and M 95.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Pass.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Public

          7  Advocate, I vote aye on all Land Use Call-Ups and I

          8  respectfully ask permission to vote aye on all

          9  items, to vote at this time aye on all items on the

         10  General Order Calendar and aye on the resolution

         11  before us. And I thank you and my colleagues for

         12  your indulgence.

         13                 Was that accepted?

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         25                 (No response.)
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         16  all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: May I be

          3  excused to also vote on all Land Use Call-Ups? Aye

          4  on all, and aye on all Land Use Call-Ups.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Let me

          9  explain my vote. Aye on M 93; abstain on M 94,

         10  abstain on M 95, and aye on M 96.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         20                 (No response.)

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Today's Land

         22  Use Call-Ups were adopted by a vote of 48 in the

         23  affirmative, zero in the negative, and zero

         24  abstentions; except for LU 94 and 95, which was

         25  adopted by a vote of 46 in the affirmative, zero
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          2  negatives and two abstentions.

          3                 Communication from the Speaker.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, today

          5  we are passing an important modification to the

          6  budget, and I'm very pleased to report to all of you

          7  and to my colleagues in government and to the

          8  thousands and thousands and thousands of students at

          9  CUNY, to the tens of thousands of kids that attend

         10  child health clinics in this City, the many, many,

         11  many people who suffer from, or who need mental

         12  health services, and to the 400,000 people who ride

         13  the franchise buses every day, that this

         14  modification addresses the concerns of those New

         15  Yorkers.

         16                 This is a modification that puts

         17  money back in the budget for ensuring that private

         18  bus franchise services goes on.

         19                 I want to say how pleased I am that

         20  the Mayor decided to finally spend the money to

         21  improve private bus franchise service in the first

         22  place. A long, literally years and years overdue, as

         23  we've built up money that could have gone for

         24  400,000 riders to improve their service, and instead

         25  it's resulted in additional pollution in our
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          2  environment, and unfortunately worse service, we're

          3  finally moving in the right direction and this is

          4  another step in acknowledging that franchise buses

          5  are here, they need to stay and the service is

          6  critical to 400,000 people and to the entire

          7  economic future of the City of New York.

          8                 In addition, this Council was

          9  successful in getting the Administration to withdraw

         10  its intention to cut instructional services of CUNY

         11  by $5.4 million. Instructional services that are

         12  desperately needed by young people who are trying to

         13  build a better life for themselves and for their

         14  families.

         15                 This Council was successful in

         16  getting the Mayor to withdraw efforts to cut child

         17  health clinics, close tuberculosis clinics, and cut

         18  mental health services, and we did so in exchange

         19  partially for agreeing to postpone the absentee

         20  landlord surcharge.

         21                 Let me say this very clearly. I am

         22  still incredibly disappointed in the Department of

         23  Finance's refusal to implement a very simple program

         24  which brings greater property tax equity to our

         25  City.
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          2                 This is a simple program. They could

          3  implement it, the Department of Finance, the IRS,

          4  the State Department of Finance implements

          5  enormously more complicated and difficult schemes

          6  every single day and does it well. The Department of

          7  Finance I have much greater faith in than perhaps

          8  does the Commissioner.

          9                 That said, having delayed this long,

         10  it would not make sense for the Administration to

         11  finally send out a bill in the final quarter that

         12  would create the entire tax increase all in the

         13  final quarter.

         14                 It does not make sense. It's not

         15  right for the taxpayers, it's not what this Council

         16  intended, not what this Mayor agreed to in the first

         17  place.

         18                 So, we agree to postpone this, but I

         19  will not rest myself in the effort to continue to

         20  bring greater property tax equity to our City. And

         21  it does not make sense for commercial landlords to

         22  be taxed at the same rate as single-family

         23  homeowners. And I'll tell you one thing,

         24  single-family homeowners should be angry about this.

         25  It doesn't make sense, it's not right, and we will
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          2  continue to work to overcome it.

          3                 But in exchange for saving child

          4  health clinics, for saving community college

          5  instruction, for saving other services that are

          6  critical, senior meals and private bus franchised

          7  services, in that exchange, that's a trade that is

          8  worth making at this time, but I regret that it came

          9  to this point when we had to make this trade. And I

         10  commend to my colleagues these important matters,

         11  and I hope that you will all vote aye on this budget

         12  modification. Thank you.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         14  of General Orders.

         15                 Seeing nobody, report of Special

         16  Committees.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Report of

         19  Standing Committees.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports on the

         21  Committee on Finance.

         22                 Preconsidered Intro. 302.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         24  General Order Calendar with a message of necessity.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered
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          2  Intro 303.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Adopted and laid

          4  over.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reso 205.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          7  general order calendar.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

          9  90 and companion Reso 249.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         11  General Order Calendar.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Report of the

         13  Committee on Land Use.

         14                 LU 39 and companion Reso 250.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         16  General Order Calendar.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 40 and

         18  companion Reso 251.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         20  General Order Calendar.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 41 and

         22  companion Reso 252.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         24  General Order Calendar.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 42 and
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          2  companion Reso 253.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          4  General Order Calendar.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 43 and

          6  companion Reso 254.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          8  General Order Calendar.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 45 and

         10  companion Reso 255.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         12  General Order Calendar.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 47 and

         14  companion Reso 256.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         16  General Order Calendar.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 48 and

         18  companion Reso 257.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed

         20  pursuant to a Letter of Withdrawal.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 50 and

         22  companion Reso 258.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         24  General Order Calendar.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 67 and
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          2  companion Reso 259.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          4  General Order Calendar.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 72 and

          6  companion Reso 260.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          8  General Order Calendar.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Report from the

         10  Committee on State and Federal Legislation.

         11                 SLR 30.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         13  General Order Calendar.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: SLR 51.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         16  General Order Calendar.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         18  SLR 81.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         20  General Order Calendar.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         22  SLR 82.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         24  General Order Calendar.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General
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          2  Order Calendar.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolutions

          4  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          6  General Order Calendar.

          7                 At this point, I'd ask the Clerk to

          8  call the roll on all items coupled on the General

          9  Order Calendar.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye. And I

         22  just want to add congratulations to the Finance

         23  staff for making sure that the people named by the

         24  Speaker retain services that are so important to our

         25  City.  And I also want to say that I am conflicted
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          2  about the absentee in the sense that I have a lot of

          3  respect for the beliefs that Larian Angelo on the

          4  Council side, and for Martha Stark, an old friend,

          5  on the Finance Department side, as to what the right

          6  moment is to begin that tax. So, I say that it is a

          7  good thing that it's being postponed, but it's an

          8  even better thing that the services are retained.

          9  Thank you. I vote aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I also want to

         14  thank the Finance staff, and also the Chair of the

         15  Health Committee, Council Member Quinn, and the

         16  Chair of the Mental Health Committee, Council Member

         17  Lopez, and the Chair of the Higher Ed Committee, for

         18  their forceful presentations during the first round

         19  of budget hearings, to highlight these issues in

         20  these possible cuts to assist the Finance staff and

         21  enlighten the Council and to the entire City to make

         22  sure that these cuts were restored. I vote aye on

         23  all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Madam Public

          8  Advocate, may I be briefly excused to explain my

          9  vote?

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I realize that

         12  the absentee landlord tax will be voted on next

         13  week, and I certainly hope in the time between now

         14  and then, the Administration can at least be honest

         15  that they're not trying to delay this tax, they're

         16  trying to kill it, and I hope that we can change

         17  that.

         18                 And I recognize the process of

         19  government by which there are trade-offs and I want

         20  to applaud the Speaker for the many very, very good

         21  things that have been added to this budget

         22  modification, which is why I'm going to vote yes,

         23  but I do want to indicate my great distress in

         24  something that is not in the budget modification, or

         25  actually something that is, which is a continued cut
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          2  to District Attorneys throughout this City.

          3                 Last year, because OMB left us

          4  absolutely no choice, we allowed them to create an

          5  absurd system by which District Attorneys can buy

          6  back their budget cuts, by prosecuting the right

          7  people and collecting money.

          8                 There will be a day in this City when

          9  a defense attorney stands up and tells a jury that

         10  their client is being prosecuted only because the

         11  District Attorney needs to restore revenue so that

         12  they can hire DAs.

         13                 Brooklyn has lost 200 Assistant

         14  District Attorneys out of 582 over three years.

         15  That's no way to fund the criminal justice system.

         16  There shouldn't be in this budget modification, and

         17  if I could vote on that one item alone, I'd vote a

         18  resounding no. And I hope as we go through this

         19  budget process, we take a good, hard look at what

         20  we're doing to District Attorneys in this City as

         21  part of the Criminal Justice System, and we reverse

         22  what we did last year because it was stupid, and it

         23  was ill-advised, and it was improper and probably

         24  illegal too.

         25                 Having said that, I value the command
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          2  bus service money, the restoration to Child Health

          3  critics, and the other, the out of school time

          4  modification, and, so, I will vote yes on this

          5  budget modification, but I hope everyone hears what

          6  I have to say about the District Attorneys.

          7                 Thank you. I vote aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: May I be

         24  excused to explain my vote?

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: I'm voting for

          3  this budget modification. But as I review, as I

          4  reviewed the plan, I am very unhappy with regards to

          5  the treatment of the Brooklyn Borough President.

          6                 Though the Brooklyn Borough President

          7  and I have our differences with regard to certain

          8  developments in the Borough of Brooklyn, I respect

          9  his position. And all of the other Borough

         10  Presidents' funds were restored. In the Borough of

         11  Brooklyn we were cut and our funds were not

         12  restored. Nothing was restored to the Borough of

         13  Brooklyn for our Borough President. And though we

         14  have differences, I respect his position, I respect

         15  his office, and I ask that the Borough of Brooklyn

         16  be treated like any other Borough. We got nothing.

         17  Nunka. Zilch. Notta. Nothing restored. Gornish. To

         18  the Borough of Brooklyn.

         19                 So, I'm asking as we go forward to

         20  negotiate the budget, the next budget, I hope that

         21  we would treat the Borough of Brooklyn equally.

         22                 Thank you very much, and I vote aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all. Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: If I could

         25  request unanimous consent to vote on the Land Use
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          2  Call-Ups?

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: I vote aye on

          5  the Land Use Call-Ups.

          6                 Just before voting on the roll call,

          7  I want to thank the Finance staff very much for all

          8  of their hard work on the budget modification. It

          9  was very, very important, the restorations that we

         10  got made, the two tuberculosis clinics which were

         11  slated to close in the budget modification will now

         12  stay open; the almost half-million dollar cut that

         13  was proposed for the Child Health Clinics has been

         14  averted, a cut that I believe would have resulted

         15  either in a decrease in services or hours or even

         16  possible closure of clinics all together.  Because

         17  of the work of the Finance staff and all of the

         18  Council, we were able to prevent those cuts from

         19  happening and I think that's something we should be

         20  very proud of as we continue our fight in the

         21  upcoming fiscal year, to keep the Child Health

         22  Clinics and the Family Health Clinics open.

         23                 That said, I vote aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Madam Chair,

         18  may I be briefly excused to explain my vote?

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Let me

         21  wholeheartedly agree with my colleague Lew Fidler in

         22  what he so eloquently stated, every cut to the DAs'

         23  office potentially increases crime on our streets.

         24  They have been cut over 17 percent in over two

         25  years.
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          2                 We heard testimony at my Committee

          3  about how they are forced to plea bargain cases they

          4  would never plea bargain before. This means

          5  criminals go out on the street much sooner than they

          6  ever would before, and sometimes they don't see jail

          7  time at all. Cases take longer to get to arraignment

          8  and trial. That means more police overtime, that

          9  means the innocent wait longer to get their day in

         10  court. We cannot continue to cut our District

         11  Attorneys and continue to win the war on crime. So,

         12  I will vote aye, but I will continue to fight, along

         13  with Councilman Fidler, and many of my colleagues,

         14  to restore funding to the District Attorneys'

         15  offices.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Request

         22  permission to explain my vote?

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you.

         25                 I just want to join with my colleague
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          2  Council Member James.

          3                 I will vote for this budget

          4  modification, but I am very concerned about the cuts

          5  to the budget of the Borough President's Office to

          6  the point where it will become difficult for them to

          7  function.

          8                 And, so, I regret that in this

          9  modification I see that the Borough President,

         10  particularly of Brooklyn, is losing additional

         11  funds. Nonetheless, I do vote aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: May I be

         18  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: The budget mod

         21  before us MN 3 is shifting $781 million. It's some

         22  savings in some agencies shifted over to where there

         23  are new needs. Some of these new needs are

         24  essentially mandatory, but a lot of it is based on

         25  somebody's priorities, and I'm disappointed to see
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          2  that money wasn't put in for an engine company

          3  that's badly needed on the South Shore. And I

          4  appreciate Council Member Fidler's points about the

          5  District Attorneys. There's a lot of outrage

          6  expressed in these Chambers, particularly when it

          7  comes to non-binding resolutions that have to do in

          8  international affairs, but I wish this body would

          9  reflect that same level of outreach at the things

         10  that happen as a result of these cuts as articulated

         11  by Chairman Vallone.

         12                 If you look a little bit deeper in

         13  this document, you'll find out why there's no engine

         14  company in the South Shore of Staten Island and why

         15  we continue to have to cut the District Attorneys'

         16  offices, that's because we're shifting around $250

         17  million, an additional $250 million on Medicaid. In

         18  New York we spend $1,200 for every person in the

         19  State on Medicaid. That's double the national

         20  average. That's more than 50 percent of the next

         21  most generous State of Connecticut.

         22                 In New York we essentially spend more

         23  than the states of California and Texas combined. We

         24  have three percent of the nation's population, and

         25  we spend around ten percent of the Medicaid dollars.
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          2                 It is a monster. It's a growing pit.

          3  And we have to do something about it. It is a

          4  creation of republicans and democrats, it's going to

          5  take republicans and democrats to get control of it.

          6                 I tip my hat to Tom Squazi

          7  (phonetic), a democrat out in Long Island, who is

          8  talking about it. We can't control it, but we could

          9  use this office as a bully pulpit. We have not done

         10  that.

         11                 Let's understand something, for every

         12  dollar we feed the Medicaid machine, it's a dollar

         13  less that we can provide services in our

         14  communities. And as we sit down over the next

         15  several weeks and we talk about restorations and we

         16  talk about programs, and we have to fund them,

         17  understand that when there's a shortage of dollars

         18  to fund child clinics and engine companies, it's as

         19  a result directly from funding the Medicaid machine.

         20                 So, let's use the office as a bully

         21  pulpit to do something about it.

         22                 I vote aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

          4  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

          5  vote of 49 in the affirmative, zero in the negative,

          6  zero abstentions. Revised Land Use Call-Ups were

          7  adopted by a vote of 49 in the affirmative, zero in

          8  the negative.

          9                 Except M 94 and 95, which were

         10  adopted by a vote of 47 in the affirmative, zero in

         11  the negative and two abstentions.

         12                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: All bills to be

         14  referred to the Committee as indicated on the

         15  schedule.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         17  of Resolutions.

         18                 Seeing nobody, we will go to the

         19  resolution.

         20                 Resolution 208. Honoring the life of

         21  Nuyorican poet and playwright Pedro "El Reverendo"

         22  Pietri.

         23                 All in favor?

         24                 Opposed?

         25                 Adopted.
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          2                 General Discussion.

          3                 Council Member Avella.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Thank you,

          5  Madam Public Advocate.

          6                 I'd like to call my colleagues'

          7  attention to Intro. 287, which Council Member Dilan

          8  and I are introducing today, which for a lack of a

          9  better word will be heretofore referred to as the

         10  "underwear bill."

         11                 Some of you may remember in the fall

         12  of last year Channel 2 Shame On You did an

         13  investigative report about how women's underwear,

         14  and now we understand, men's underwear, can be

         15  purchased, returned to the Department store, and the

         16  Department store will put it back up for resale.

         17                 Now, most people when they hear about

         18  this are obviously disgusted and grossed out, as by

         19  the face that the Public Advocate is making right

         20  now. I thought, and so did Council Member Dilan,

         21  that this was certainly prohibited by law. It is

         22  not.

         23                 This intro would make it illegal for

         24  underwear to be returned to the Department store and

         25  then put up for resale. It's a common sense issue,
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          2  it is a serious health issue. I would certainly urge

          3  my colleagues to sign onto the bill, and let's get

          4  this passed right away.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          7  Council Member.

          8                 Council Member Weprin.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you,

         10  Madam Public Advocate.

         11                 Today Council Member Lopez, myself

         12  and 16 of our colleagues are reintroducing

         13  Resolution Number 248, urging the State Senate to

         14  pass Senate Bill 5329, also known as Timothy's Law.

         15                 In New York State Mental Health

         16  coverage is being cast as a stepchild in the overall

         17  world of health services.

         18                 This inequity was tragically

         19  highlighted by the death of Timothy O'Clare.

         20                 Today I urge you to call upon the

         21  State Senate to follow the actions of the State

         22  Assembly in passing this bill that will create

         23  parity between physical and mental health

         24  availability to all New Yorkers.

         25                 The legislation will end the
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          2  discriminatory policy of providing benefits or

          3  coverage based upon whether the patient's illness or

          4  condition is mental or physical.

          5                 In New York State insurers currently

          6  limit the number of inpatient and outpatient mental

          7  health visits only per year, and charge higher

          8  deductibles, co-payments and/or co-insurance for

          9  mental health and substance abuse treatment that

         10  they do not for treatment of physical health

         11  services.

         12                 A recent study released by the

         13  substance abuse and mental health services

         14  administration estimates that full parity for mental

         15  health and substance abuse services and private

         16  health insurance plan would increase family

         17  insurance premiums less than one percent.

         18                 The New York State Assembly passed

         19  this legislation in June 2003 and again this month

         20  33 states have already passed parity legislation

         21  with minimal or no premium increases.

         22                 It is time that the New York State

         23  Senate come aboard and pass this much-needed

         24  legislation.

         25                 Thank you.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member Barron.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Oh, thank you

          5  very much.

          6                 I just wanted to let my colleagues

          7  know that we have a very, very important resolution

          8  that we're putting before the Council. We want to

          9  get the support of this City Council to pass a

         10  resolution calling for the State, the Governor, to

         11  adequately fund CUNY so that we can return it to the

         12  free tuition CUNY that it used to be.

         13                 If we get adequate money from the

         14  State, we'll be able to have a free tuition CUNY and

         15  stop the hardship that the Governor is using to

         16  balance the budget off the backs of CUNY students.

         17                 So, we're very, very serious about

         18  this free tuition movement. We already had a hearing

         19  on it, and we saw that more money is given to

         20  financial aid to administer it and give out

         21  financial aid, when they get raising tuition. So

         22  just put that money into the budget and cancel the

         23  tuition and students can have a free tuition CUNY.

         24  So, I want my colleagues to support me on that.

         25  We're putting a commission together, we're very,
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          2  very serious about this and I would appreciate your

          3  support. Thank you very much, Madam Public Advocate.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          5  Member Gallagher.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Thank you,

          7  Madam Public Advocate.

          8                 I wanted to just say a thank you to

          9  my colleague Council Member Simcha Felder. I

         10  certainly appreciate you bringing forth a very

         11  important and vital issue that we in the Council

         12  should look at. Certainly the preservation of "under

         13  God" in the Pledge of Allegiance, but in addition to

         14  that to open a dialogue and debate as to whether or

         15  not we in this Chambers should pledge allegiance to

         16  the flag at the beginning of each and every meeting.

         17                 Certainly my colleague was deemed out

         18  of order, but I think he was absolutely and totally

         19  justified in doing what he did and I commend him and

         20  I stand up to tell him that I appreciate your

         21  efforts, and I thank you very much for your press

         22  conference today and for your standing up for your

         23  rights and what you believe in this Council Chamber

         24  today. Thank you, Council Member Felder.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council
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          2  Member Dilan.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Thank you,

          4  Madam Public Advocate.

          5                 I would like to call the attention of

          6  my colleagues to a bill that I'm introducing today,

          7  Intro. 293, which would amend the Campaign Finance

          8  Program. What it would do specifically is that it

          9  would prohibit any participant in the program who

         10  hires a family member as a paid political

         11  consultant. It would prohibit them from receiving

         12  public matching funds, and we've seen the precedent

         13  of this last year during Council Member James' race,

         14  where one of the candidates in that race paid his

         15  wife in the amount of $30,000, his son in the amount

         16  of over $5,000, a business interest that he had for

         17  several thousand dollars, and this is certainly an

         18  abuse of the public financing program. This would

         19  make a mockery of the public financing program, and

         20  I think that this body should take action to

         21  certainly safeguard the program and keep it for its

         22  intended use and not to have it be run as a program

         23  that's going to be scammed by the public.

         24                 I also would like to mention my

         25  support for Council Member Avella's bill, Intro.
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          2  298. It seemed pretty funny when he said it, but

          3  it's certainly not a laughing matter. What was said

          4  about Victoria's Secret at the time when they got

          5  caught reselling a used undergarment was that

          6  there's no city law to prohibit it. Everybody

          7  laughed, but if someone, God forbid, returns an

          8  undergarment and should they be infected with yeast

          9  or e.coli, it's a serious public health matter and I

         10  would like to see this body to do something to

         11  correct it.

         12                 Additionally, I'd like to call the

         13  attention to Reso 231, and that resolution will call

         14  upon the federal government to enact legislation

         15  that would require the FAA to do criminal background

         16  checks before they issue pilots' licenses. At the

         17  end of the year, New York City, we were buzzed, the

         18  Statue of Liberty was buzzed by a Cessna on someone

         19  that had two felonies, and you would think that in

         20  light of September 11th, that the FAA and the

         21  federal legislature would do something to protect

         22  this City and this nation a little bit better.

         23                 Thank you, Madam Advocate.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member Recchia.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Yes. I am

          3  encouraging all of my colleagues to sign onto Reso

          4  244. This affects everyone in this room. I don't

          5  know if people are aware of it, but when fire

          6  engines and ladder companies, when their fire trucks

          7  have to be serviced, they close down the fire house

          8  on the same day the staff goes for their physicals.

          9                 Well, on January 15th, when a

         10  firehouse, when their staff was going under physical

         11  and the firetrucks were being serviced, Lillian

         12  Hecht, the wife of retired Rabbi Abraham, was

         13  killed. And this fire station was three blocks from

         14  their house.

         15                 We have to stop this. It's not in the

         16  best interest of our communities, and I'm calling

         17  upon the Commissioner of the Fire Department to

         18  change their policies, and not to close down

         19  firehouses. We, in this Chamber, must take a fight

         20  to stop this from happening, because people in your

         21  districts are going to be killed.

         22                 Thank you.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Stewart.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Thank you,
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          2  Madam Public Advocate.

          3                 I asked your backing on Reso 240,

          4  brothers and sisters. It supports the Assembly bill,

          5  amending the Criminal Procedure Law so that it

          6  requires that prior to accepting a for guilty plea,

          7  individuals who are not US citizens are advised that

          8  the guilty plea may result in deportation, exclusion

          9  from admission to the US, or denial of

         10  naturalization.

         11                 I want you to join with me in signing

         12  on this resolution.

         13                 And secondly, I want to call your

         14  attention, my two sons are here, one from California

         15  doing his PhD., and the other one from Maryland, who

         16  is doing his degree in computer science.

         17                 Can you stand up, Ken and Omar. My

         18  two sons. So, I would like you to know that the

         19  Dynasty team in Brooklyn is going, and Yvette, the

         20  Dynasty is going, we're going to take over Brooklyn.

         21  Thank you.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         23  Member Brewer.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you. I'm

         25  just rising to talk about Resolution No. 230. It
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          2  calls on the State to conduct and fund a study to

          3  determine the discrepancy for the cities and the

          4  counties in our state between money collected in

          5  taxes and dispersed in aid. As you know, to the

          6  credit of the former Senator Moynihan, he did the

          7  same thing on the federal level working with the

          8  Kennedy School, and I'm just asking that we support

          9  the concept of doing the same so that when we talk

         10  about upstate and downstate, we truly know that we

         11  are the engine that drives the state and it becomes

         12  to everyone, the importance of our great City.

         13                 Thank you very much.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  Member Yassky.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you.

         17  Council Member Dilan, I just want you to know, I

         18  just went up and signed on to your Intro. 293 about

         19  the Campaign Finance System. I think that is a

         20  tremendous idea.

         21                 As somebody who believed very

         22  strongly in the Campaign Finance System that we've

         23  got, we must make sure that people do not abuse it,

         24  otherwise we're going to lose the faith of the

         25  public. So, I commend you for doing that.
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          2                 I also wanted to urge my colleagues

          3  to sign onto Intro. 305, which I'm introducing

          4  today, along with Council Members DeBlasio and

          5  Boyland, to address a problem that survivors of

          6  domestic violence sometimes face in trying to find

          7  housing on their own.

          8                 We found, in a hearing last year

          9  conducted by Council Member DeBlasio on the General

         10  Welfare, that sometimes women trying to come out of

         11  battered women's shelters, landlords do not want to

         12  rent to these women because they worry that some

         13  kind of incident might happen.

         14                 So, of course, what that really means

         15  is that a woman who is trying to gain independence,

         16  trying to escape from the battery that she has been

         17  suffering, is out of luck, and I think that we

         18  cannot count, and it's that sort of discrimination

         19  Intro. 305 would prohibit, discrimination against

         20  survivors of domestic violence in housing, and I

         21  urge you, my colleagues, to sign onto that. Thank

         22  you.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Jackson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,
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          2  Madam Public Advocate.

          3                 I stand this afternoon in order to

          4  object to the behavior of my colleague Simcha

          5  Felder, with respects to him disregarding the rules

          6  of this Council.

          7                 Even though on the issue of the

          8  Pledge of Allegiance, that was a focus of a press

          9  conference this afternoon, I was invited to attend

         10  that press conference and I did not wish to attend

         11  because I do believe it's appropriate for the

         12  highest court in our land to consider this issue.

         13                 I was listening to the news this

         14  morning, and read in the papers that some people say

         15  that it should never be changed. And I remember when

         16  some of the laws of our land says that blacks were

         17  not citizens and were not an entire man and those

         18  rules should never be changed.

         19                 I do think it's appropriate for the

         20  Supreme Court to address that particular issue, but

         21  more specifically to the behavior of our colleagues

         22  in the City Council.

         23                 Speaker Miller, I urge you to address

         24  this particular body, and to assure that the members

         25  of our body follow the rules and regulations, or if
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          2  not, then suffer the consequences of their actions.

          3                 I think it's overdue. I think so many

          4  of us, and maybe even myself maybe once at the most,

          5  where we disrespected the rules and nothing

          6  happened. And, so, we must address this, and the

          7  time is now. We cannot wait and I say to everyone,

          8  please adhere to the rules and let's not disrespect

          9  each other by determining whether or not to do

         10  whatever we feel like we're doing.

         11                 So, I appreciate the opportunity to

         12  be heard, and I ask, Mr. Speaker Miller, that we

         13  address this immediately.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member Lopez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Madam Chair, I

         18  just want to stand up to indicate that I believe

         19  that you acted appropriately under the circumstances

         20  that presented themself, when a member of the body

         21  decided not to listen to your request to stop

         22  speaking and following by asking him and indicating

         23  to him that he was out of order.

         24                 I think that this house should not

         25  engage in a delay at this moment on this issue. I
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          2  think that we should refer this back to the rules of

          3  the Committee that handle this issue, and that we

          4  should deal with it in that discussion and bring a

          5  resolution to the floor.

          6                 To equate the intervention of a

          7  Council member that was inappropriate in nature, to

          8  applaud it and guarantee that it's wonderful is the

          9  same thing that the Patriot Act proposal did to our

         10  nation. Take rights away, the way that the

         11  republican understand that the business in New York

         12  and United States should be conducted.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member Lanza.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: I'm reminded of

         16  a story about a pot and a kettle, but that's not why

         17  I rise.

         18                 I rise to commend my colleague Simcha

         19  Felder and to express my love for God and country.

         20  And I will not be shamed or silent in that regard.

         21                 And so I will take Councilman Jackson

         22  up on his offer and I will introduce a resolution

         23  that will require that we begin each and every

         24  Stated meeting with the Pledge, so that the next

         25  time my colleague and my brother Simcha Felder rises
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          2  to say the Pledge of Allegiance, he will not be out

          3  of order.

          4                 And, so, I offer no apology to anyone

          5  here who would be offended by what I am about to

          6  say.

          7                 I pledge allegiance to the flag of

          8  the United States of America, and to the republic,

          9  under God, indivisible --

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: He's merely

         11  out of practice, that's all.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Back to

         13  order, please. Order, please.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Dennis, if

         15  we're going to do it, let's do it in sync.

         16                 (Council Member Lanza and Council

         17  Member Gallagher speaking together.)

         18                 I pledge allegiance to the flag of

         19  the United States of America, and to the republic

         20  for which it stands, one nation, under God,

         21  indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         23  You made it under the clock, too.

         24                 Council Member Perkins.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I just wanted
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          2  to take a quick moment to make my colleagues aware

          3  that during the Preliminary Budget hearing, it's

          4  been the position of the Administration,

          5  particularly when we met with them in our General

          6  Welfare Committee, the Health and Mental Health

          7  Committee, including the Housing Committee, to

          8  represent some extraordinary new costs for the

          9  purpose of implementing the lead poisoning bill. And

         10  I want to express my concerns because it's clear

         11  that they are setting themselves up to suggest that

         12  it is too costly to protect our children from being

         13  poisoned by lead, whether they are poisoned by lead

         14  in City-owned property, day care centers, et cetera,

         15  that they seem to be suggesting that with this $42

         16  billion budget, our children have to be sacrificed,

         17  and it costs not only a permanent damage, but also

         18  at a cost of hundreds of billions of --

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         20  please.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: -- At a cost

         22  of billions of dollars and social costs to the

         23  taxpayers, not to mention what shame and immorality

         24  it represents about a progressive City such as New

         25  York City.
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          2                 So, I just want to recognize that

          3  that behavior on their part during the hearings is

          4  unacceptable, and will not be allowed to be

          5  implemented as we move to the next stage of our

          6  budget negotiations. Thank you.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  Member Gentile.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Thank you,

         10  Madam Chair.

         11                 I just want to commend my colleague,

         12  Councilman Avella, for his Intro. 287 on the resale

         13  of the undergarments legislation.

         14                 It's not a new issue. It's an issue

         15  that I attempted to deal with while in the State

         16  Senate and actually introduced a piece of

         17  legislation in the State Senate that would have

         18  addressed the same issues that Councilman Avella is

         19  addressing in his legislation.

         20                 Unfortunately, being in the State

         21  Senate and succombing to the partisanship and the

         22  political partisanship in the State Senate, that

         23  legislation never made it to the floor of the State

         24  Senate and ultimately never became law.

         25                 So, I commend Councilman Avella,
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          2  because this is a different house, a different

          3  political atmosphere, and I think we can get it

          4  passed.

          5                 And, so that we can next time not be

          6  a Shame On You, or the expose that was done on the

          7  extra programs, but this time protect the consumers

          8  in the City, at least if not in the State of New

          9  York, in the City of New York.

         10                 Thank you, Madam Chair.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         12  Member Comrie.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you,

         14  Madam Public Advocate.

         15                 I just want to alert the members to

         16  five pieces of legislation that's being introduced

         17  today, and to also commend Council Member Avella and

         18  Council Member Dilan for their resolutions that were

         19  introduced today. But also I want to let the members

         20  know that the Rules Committee is looking at the

         21  decorum of how members are acting and behaving

         22  within the Chambers and within the meetings, that

         23  it's something that is being discussed.

         24                 We have, while we understand that

         25  members have passions or desires about different
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          2  things, there is a responsibility to this Chamber

          3  and to the public at large to act with a certain

          4  amount of decorum and a certain amount of respect,

          5  and a certain amount of tolerance. There has to be a

          6  difficult balance for all of us. We understand that

          7  while you may have emotions or passions about a

          8  particular issue, to be disrespectful of each other

          9  makes all of us look bad.

         10                 So, we are looking at that within the

         11  Rules Committee to try and find some way to remind

         12  members that they must act like adults, and

         13  sometimes to remind members that they must be

         14  respectful of each other, despite whatever passion

         15  they may be trying to convey to the rest of the City

         16  at the time.

         17                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         18                 The intros are number 288, 289, 290,

         19  291, and 292, on the primary one of which is that

         20  we're trying to ensure that we are asking the City

         21  to prepare a Citywide prequalified vendors list so

         22  that we can know what vendors the City are doing

         23  business with, and that all of the people in the

         24  City can understand exactly where we're spending our

         25  City money.
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          2                 And thank you very much.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          4  Council member.

          5                 Council Member Felder.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you,

          7  Madam Public Advocate.

          8                 I just wanted to apologize to my

          9  colleagues for being out of order. I believe since

         10  I've been here, I think I am the first one that has

         11  been ruled out of order since I'm here, and I feel

         12  guilt-ridden. So, I want to apologize to all of you

         13  for doing this in this body for the first time, and

         14  I will try never to do it again. Thank you.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member Sears.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you,

         18  Madam Public Advocate.

         19                 I have been in this Chamber for two

         20  years and then some, and I have watched as a

         21  precedent was established. Every time you banged the

         22  gavel and somebody was out of order, or went over

         23  their time, a precedent was established because they

         24  never stopped, they were never scolded, and no

         25  punitive measures were taken.
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          2                 I happen to think that my colleague

          3  Jackson is a very fine, and I have the utmost

          4  respect and dear friendship for Simcha Felder. I

          5  think the suggestion about having the rules

          6  reconsidered, however, I must say, with all due

          7  respect to my Chair from Queens County, I think if

          8  you were reviewing the rules, it would have been

          9  very nice to have sent around a notice to each and

         10  every one of us to find out exactly how we feel with

         11  a disorder that has been established in this Council

         12  since I took office January 1, 2002, and I think you

         13  would find that you would find that you would have

         14  some absolute solid input, and I do say that I think

         15  the reprimand to Councilman Felder is totally out of

         16  order, because he was following a precedent that has

         17  been established in this Chamber from the time we

         18  all were sworn in and said "I do." Thank you.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         20  Member Seabrook.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Thank you,

         22  Madam President.

         23                 Just a point that needs to be raised.

         24  I supported the Pledge, but I'm also old enough to

         25  remember when we didn't have that statement in the
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          2  Pledge. And for people who really want a resolution,

          3  I think you should understand the history of why

          4  that was put into the Pledge, because there were so

          5  many people acting so Un-Godly, that President

          6  Eisenhower felt it was necessary for people to live

          7  under one set of rules when Brown versus Board of

          8  Education was implemented and 50 years of its

          9  anniversary in May. People lived so un-Godly, so it

         10  was meant to have this statement put into the Pledge

         11  so that everybody would understand what God meant to

         12  everyone.

         13                 We had a man here today that talked

         14  about how he had crosses burn on his lawn, black

         15  cats hung around, and guess what? He was during the

         16  same period when the Pledge. So, let's understand

         17  why the Pledge was put there, and let's not use it

         18  for political purposes but live under what you say.

         19                 We don't need to have a revolution to

         20  talk about the Pledge. We understand it and we know

         21  it. It's time for us to live up to the Pledge.

         22  That's what it's all about, living to the Pledge.

         23  And then we will understand it.

         24                 And the man said before he left, he

         25  said because he had a belief in God, that's what
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          2  allowed him to survive in Cambria Heights, the

          3  belief in God. So, let's understand that. It has

          4  nothing to do the Pledge, it's about living and

          5  understanding and living God-like.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          7  member, time please.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Thank you

          9  very much.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         11  nobody else, I would like to make one comment,

         12  Council Member Sears.

         13                 Most of you, most of you do expect

         14  when I ask you not to go over, not only your time,

         15  and actually, Council Member Felder, this is the

         16  second time you've been out of order, so I don't

         17  believe that the majority of the Council is at

         18  fault. I could be more strict and I'll try.

         19  Unfortunately, I don't have a way of cutting off

         20  your mics, I wish I did. Thank you.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Madam Public

         22  Advocate, it's not really directed at you, because

         23  we need rules and regulations for the Council, and I

         24  am happy that they are coming about.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Madam Public

          3  Advocate, thank you for your kind comments.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Meeting is

          5  adjourned.

          6                 (Hearing concluded at 3:15 p.m.)
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          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified
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