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          2                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: We have an

          3  organization that is dedicated to the entertainment

          4  of our communities and they are also engaged in many

          5  extracurricular activities by engaging our youth

          6  within the schools, by making sure that people get

          7  registered to vote, and making sure that after we

          8  come home from a very long day at work, we can flip

          9  on the TV and watch some good entertainment, and

         10  today we are fortunate to have the World Wrestling

         11  Entertainment Organization here, representatives

         12  like Mick Foley, like Booker T, like Eddie Guerro,

         13  and Leader, who are all a role model for our kids in

         14  very positive ways when they go to the schools and

         15  encourage them to get their education. And the

         16  person that will be making the presentation today is

         17  none other than our Council Majority Whip, Leroy

         18  Comrie.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you.

         20  Gentlemen, if you can please come forward. Today we

         21  have with us, and I know some of the members are a

         22  little wiggy about this, I don't understand why we

         23  can't have a little fun, because all of you are

         24  watching them, you're not admitting to it.

         25                 So, today we have with us Mike Foley,
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          2  we have Booker T, we have Leader, and we have the

          3  champion right now of the WWE, Eddie Guerro. I think

          4  they deserve a round of applause.

          5                 Everybody is bulking up. I want to

          6  thank them for coming. And I just want to let you

          7  know that they have a major philanthropic arm,

          8  they're doing a lot of things. They're working with

          9  various police and firefighter organizations,

         10  they're part of the New York City Sports Commission.

         11  They've been involved in many things, and they're

         12  going to be doing a lot of things this week while

         13  they're in town. They're going to be going to

         14  schools in the Bronx, Brooklyn and Harlem, the Get

         15  Real Safe Schools Pilot Program. This two-month

         16  pilot program focus is on maintaining a safe school

         17  environment by using peer-to-peer interaction and

         18  leadership activities.

         19                 Also, Mick Foley, who is here, is a

         20  best selling New York Times author, so these

         21  brothers, these people run deep. And he's also

         22  getting ready to write a book on the Bronx. He

         23  expressed to me today that he would like to meet the

         24  Bronx Council members so he could get some more

         25  background material on his book. Joel Rivera is the
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          2  Majority Leader. So, they are doing a lot of things,

          3  they are giving back to the community, as well as

          4  entertaining the community with their unique brand

          5  of entertainment, and enlightenment and having fun.

          6  And in that regard, we wanted to give them a

          7  proclamation to celebrate their 20th year providing

          8  entertainment to the community.

          9                 So, if it please the clerk, can he

         10  read the proclamation at this time? Thank you.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         12  of New York, Proclamation.

         13                 Whereas: The New York City Council is

         14  pleased to honor World Wrestling Entertainment, who

         15  will be returning to Madison Square Garden on Sunday

         16  March 14, 2004, to celebrate the 20th Anniversary of

         17  Wrestlemania; and

         18                 Whereas: World Wrestling

         19  Entertainment, under the guidance and leadership of

         20  Mr. Vince McMahon and his family, has developed into

         21  one of the most popular forms of entertainment in

         22  the world; and

         23                 Whereas: World Wrestling

         24  Entertainment has taken that International

         25  Popularity and infused it with their philanthropic
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          2  efforts on Multiple levels; and

          3                 Whereas: World Wrestling

          4  Entertainment and the Make-a-Wish Foundation, who

          5  named WEE Superstar "The Rock" Wish Granter of the

          6  Year in 2000, participate in over 200 meet and greet

          7  events for terminally ill children in the United

          8  States and Great Britain; and

          9                 Whereas: World Wrestling

         10  Entertainment's dedication to their fans and the

         11  community is evident with their "Get Real" programs

         12  which focus on Respect, Education, Achievement and

         13  Leadership and for 2004 the WWE is launching their

         14  "Get Real; Safe Schools" program that they will be

         15  introducing to 5 schools in New York City area; and

         16                 Whereas: In 2000, the Superstars of

         17  the WWE participated in the "Smackdown Your Vote"

         18  campaign encouraging their young fans to register

         19  and vote and will continue with the campaign for the

         20  2004 elections; and

         21                 Whereas: Last summer, in the week of

         22  the War being waged in Iraq, the WWE, in conjunction

         23  with the U.S.O. and Armed Forces Entertainment began

         24  Christmas in Baghdad, where they raised $80,000 for

         25  families of fallen men and women in the Armed Forces
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          2  to be distributed over the past holiday season;

          3  therefore,

          4                 Whereas: The New York City Council

          5  honors the WWE not only for their 20th Anniversary

          6  of Wrestlemania but for their continued efforts on

          7  behalf of their fans; now, therefore,

          8                 Be it Resolved: That the Council of

          9  the City of New York honors World Wrestling

         10  Entertainment.

         11                 Gifford Miller, Speaker for the

         12  Entire Council; Leroy G. Comrie, Majority Whip,

         13  Council Member, 27th District, Queens.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE:

         15  Congratulations.

         16                 I would like you to hear from Mick

         17  and Booker T., and Leader and Eddie at this time.

         18  Thank you for coming.

         19                 PARTICIPANT: (Not identified for the

         20  record.) Thank you very much. And it gives me a lot

         21  of pride to accept this on behalf of the WWE and its

         22  wrestlers, the people here, especially -- a lot of

         23  people know this, some don't, I grew up a Long

         24  Island guy, then moved to different parts of the

         25  south, for the 15 years that I was actively
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          2  competing. Four years ago when I retired from active

          3  wrestling I moved back to Long Island, and at that

          4  time I got to see firsthand all of the great things

          5  that WWE was doing in the New York City area.

          6                 I've been proud to have been part of

          7  a great number of those. I'm looking forward to

          8  doing even more, especially getting involved with

          9  the New York City public schools.

         10                 A lot of what we do over the past 20

         11  years has been done kind of low key. Vince McMahon

         12  is a big believer in not being self-serving when it

         13  comes to philanthropic efforts, but to be recognized

         14  with a distinction like this is really a great

         15  honor. So, I thank you very much. We all appreciate

         16  it.

         17                 And I think some of the guys would

         18  like to say a few words too.

         19                 PARTICIPANT: (Not identified for the

         20  record.) Thank you, guys. I just want to say, I just

         21  came on board three years ago with the WWE, and I

         22  was down south for a long time, like eight years,

         23  and we didn't do nearly as much work as far as out

         24  with the community that the WWE does. And when I

         25  came on board three years ago, I went and spoke at
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          2  Joe Clark's Camp, spoke to a lot of youth, a lot of

          3  troubled kids, and I see it's a lot of that, not

          4  just here but around the world, and hopefully I can

          5  do my part as far as coming in here, me being a

          6  troubled kid, having a troubled background, can go

          7  out there in those communities and help those kids

          8  get on a right path, see that light at the end of

          9  the tunnel, and I just want to thank the City for

         10  giving us this opportunity to do what we do.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 PARTICIPANT: (Not identified for the

         13  record.) The WWE is a global company but our home

         14  has always been in New York City. So, it's been a

         15  really good opportunity to be involved in so many

         16  different avenues, to be able to help. Only if

         17  you've done it before can you realize what it feels

         18  like to go out in front of a crowd and to hear the

         19  roar and to hear control over an entire crowd and

         20  what that does. But as exciting as that is, it means

         21  so much more on a personal level to be able to

         22  affect lives on an individual basis.

         23                 Something that happened personally

         24  for me, we opened our hearts and came in, spent time

         25  with a lot of people that were affected by 9/11
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          2  shortly after it, and I was visiting with a little

          3  boy whose parents had both died in the tragedy and

          4  they said it was the first time they had seen him

          5  smile since 9/11. And just seeing an individual, one

          6  person smile like that, knowing that we can have

          7  that effect. It means so much more in a different

          8  way than being able to affect an entire audience a

          9  night that we do night after night. So, we love what

         10  we do, to be able to affect people on an individual

         11  basis, and thank you guys so much for letting us do

         12  that.

         13                 PARTICIPANT: (Not identified for the

         14  record.) Well, my fellow superstars couldn't have

         15  put it any better. There's really not much I could

         16  say but just to, just to reiterate what they said. I

         17  mean, this life, I know in my life my personal

         18  experience is this life has turned out, I know that

         19  it's a better life when it's about love and service.

         20  Love and service to one another, you know? And to be

         21  a part of a company, like WWE that serves back the

         22  community, that gives back to the community and

         23  makes me feel proud just to be a part of it. And I

         24  want to thank the City of New York for acknowledging

         25  WWE and its efforts of giving back, you know. And
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          2  thank you. Thank you on behalf of WWE. God bless.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Well, on

          4  behalf of the Council of the City of New York, I'm

          5  pleased and proud to give you this proclamation. And

          6  I also just want to remind all in the audience that

          7  to reach a child, we need to do that by any means

          8  necessary. To reach a child, we need to have

          9  superstars like these come to the schools and talk

         10  to the children. They have to learn how to manage

         11  their money, they have to learn how to be perfect,

         12  good role models, and for them to impact young

         13  people directly I think is a wonderful thing. And we

         14  need to utilize any means necessary to change our

         15  children, and to let them know that it's not all

         16  wine and roses, it's not instantaneous, they need to

         17  be in school, they need to learn for whatever

         18  endeavor they get into, they need to have the tools

         19  to survive.

         20                 I'm proud of these people. I want to

         21  thank you for coming here to the Council today, and

         22  letting people know the other side of the WWE. Thank

         23  you very much.

         24                 Now, we have other ceremonies, so

         25  we're going to ask these gentlemen to go into the
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          2  other room, for all of you autograph hounds that

          3  would like to be involved in getting pictures and

          4  autographs. We're going to do one picture here with

          5  the members and then we'll go in the other room.

          6                 Can we have all the WWE go into the

          7  Committee room so we can continue with the

          8  ceremonies and start the meeting? Can everybody go

          9  to my left, your right?

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Is Gale Brewer,

         11  Council Member Gale Brewer here? I apologize to my

         12  colleagues, I was detained downstairs. We want to

         13  keep moving forward with the ceremonials.

         14                 Council Member Brewer, I know you

         15  have some special guests, maybe you'd like to

         16  introduce them. I'll get the proclamation.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Okay, we're

         18  ready. Welcome, everyone. This is Music in the

         19  Schools, Music Education Week, and we're honored to

         20  have non-profit teachers and students who are

         21  delighted that music and arts and culture are part

         22  of our schools, and the reason that we're here is to

         23  talk about the importance of news education,

         24  enriching a child's overall educational experience.

         25  It creates lots of growth and experimentation and I
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          2  know that this Council stands solidly behind as much

          3  music education as possible. So, we're here to honor

          4  music outreach and Beverly Greenwald and Rosalyn

          5  Gomell will say a few words, and also Matthew

          6  Eisenhower and two students from PS 87 will sing his

          7  praises as a music teacher. He is terrific, the

          8  school is terrific, and we're honored.

          9                 So, the whole notion is collaboration

         10  between teachers and students and principal, and the

         11  non-profit community. I'm sure that the Speaker

         12  would like to say a few words.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Well, what I'd

         14  actually like to do is have the clerk read the

         15  proclamation.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         17  of New York, Proclamation.

         18                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         19  New York is proud and pleased to honor Music

         20  Outreach, a non-profit community group working to

         21  preserve music education in New York City public

         22  schools and honors the accomplishments of music

         23  instructors Matthew Eisenhower; and

         24                 Whereas: Music instructors help form

         25  a relationship to music that is irreplaceable and
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          2  these programs are necessary for the intellectual

          3  development of young people; and

          4                 Whereas: Music Outreach has a history

          5  of helping public schools foster their own music

          6  programs, and these programs have served as a

          7  powerful creative resource for schools across the

          8  City in, among other schools, PS 84, PS 166, PS 191,

          9  PS 75, PS 9, PS 87 and PS 199; AND

         10                 Whereas: Matthew Eisenhower is hereby

         11  honored for his commitment to promoting student

         12  creativity and exceptional pedagogy in his role as

         13  Coordinator of Project Arts, working with student

         14  teachers, and serving on various Student Leadership

         15  Team committees; and

         16                 Whereas: Rafael Picorelli is hereby

         17  honored for his devoted energy and talents by

         18  instructing students in the art of guitar at PS 191

         19  by organizing and running the winter and holiday

         20  show, by creating programs with special attention to

         21  grade appropriateness, and overall being a strong

         22  contributor to the school community; and

         23                 Whereas: These individuals and

         24  organizations embody the true meaning of music

         25  education and such a devotion to building on our
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          2  City's cultural traditions deserves nothing short of

          3  high praise; and

          4                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          5  City of New York honors March 2004 as Music in

          6  Schools Month

          7                 And commend their efforts and are

          8  proud they are a part of our great city.

          9                 Signed this 10th day of March in the

         10  year Two Thousand and Four, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         11  for the Entire Council; Gale A. Brewer, Council

         12  Member, 6th District, Manhattan.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: We are so proud of

         14  all of you, particularly our young people that are

         15  here today for their extraordinary accomplishment,

         16  and we'd like to have a few of you say just a few

         17  words.

         18                 Rosalyn, do you want to say just a

         19  few words?

         20                 MS. GOMEL: Hi. I'm Rosalyn Gomel

         21  (phonetic). I direct the Education Programs for

         22  Music Outreach.

         23                 Gale Brewer's commitment, dedication

         24  and love is enriching the lives of so many children

         25  in our City. Children who have been deprived for so
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          2  many years are now getting what they deserve.

          3  Childhood happens only once and we have to maximize

          4  those opportunities for kids.

          5                 So, we are so grateful that there is

          6  now this advocacy and love, and we thank you.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

          8  much.

          9                 MR. EISENHOWER: Hello. My name is

         10  Matthew Eisenhower, and I'm a public school music

         11  teacher at PS 87, and I would also like to thank

         12  Gale Brewer's Office for all of their hard work that

         13  they have done related to this proclamation.

         14                 I'd also just like to say something

         15  about PS 87, that we're so lucky to have a school

         16  like PS 87, and so many other schools in the area

         17  who really collaborate in every way possible.

         18                 We have very dedicated parents,

         19  administrators, faculty staff, and most important,

         20  students who really enjoy and participate fully in

         21  all of the collaborative projects we do. So, thank

         22  you so much.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Now Brigan and

         24  Jody. Brigan first.

         25                 BRIGAN: Matthew is a really fun music
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          2  teacher. He doesn't just teach us great music, he

          3  let's us play music, he let's us listen to really,

          4  really great music, and he also plays music for us,

          5  which I enjoy.

          6                 JODY: Matthew is a great music

          7  teacher because we not only get to listen to music,

          8  but we also get to express our opinions after, and

          9  we really benefit from it more than as if he was

         10  just reading a piece of paper. We love to listen to

         11  it, and he plays great.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you,

         13  all, very much. We need as much cultural education

         14  in our schools as possible.

         15                 Thank PS 87, thank you the non-profit

         16  community and thank you all teachers.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. Thank you,

         18  Gale. Thank you, all.

         19                 All right, Councilman Vann. My

         20  colleagues, this is an important day for our State,

         21  for our country. Today is Harriet Tubman Day in the

         22  State of New York, and I'd like to ask Councilman

         23  Vann to introduce two very, very special people that

         24  have joined us here, and once he introduces them,

         25  we'll give them proclamations and let the clerk read
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          2  them.

          3                 Council Member Vann.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes, thank you,

          5  Speaker Gifford Miller. All the Harriet Tubman

          6  supporters, including Regent Adelaide Sanford and

          7  others, Sony Carson's son Amumba, everyone.

          8                 First of all, this is a very, very

          9  humbling experience for me personally, very humbling

         10  experience for me personally because this afternoon

         11  in the City Council Chamber of the City of New York,

         12  we have both the spirit and the blood of Harriet

         13  Tubman.

         14                 Now, for me as an African-American

         15  man, I am particularly proud to be associated with

         16  Harriet Tubman, and the legacy that she leads and

         17  the exploits, the herculean, the heroic exploits,

         18  the dedication, the courage that she symbolizes and

         19  represents. But make no mistakes about it, Harriet

         20  Tubman is an American heroine, an American heroine.

         21                 We are honored today because this is

         22  Harriet Tubman Day in New York State. Every March

         23  10th, which is the date when she died actually in

         24  1913, the State Legislature has proclaimed March

         25  10th to be Harriet Tubman Day. So, we are very
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          2  pleased that on this day, as we celebrate and

          3  commemorate Harriet Tubman, we also introduce for

          4  the first time we will co-name the breath and length

          5  of Fulton Street in Brooklyn, to become Harriet

          6  Tubman Avenue. Harriet Tubman Avenue.

          7                 All the beautiful and powerful people

          8  who are with us, and our colleagues in government,

          9  there are two that are even more distinguished than

         10  they this afternoon, and they are the descendants,

         11  the relatives, the great grand nieces of Harriet

         12  Tubman, and I would like to present them to you.

         13                 To my right, Ms. Geraldine Copes

         14  Daniels, and to my left, Mrs. Pauline Copes Johnson,

         15  the grand nieces of Harriet Tubman.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: And if the clerk

         17  could now read the proclamations.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         19  of New York, Proclamation.

         20                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         21  New York is proud and pleased to commemorate the

         22  life and enduring legacy of Harriet Tubman, and to

         23  honor Pauline Myrtle Copes Johnson and Geraldine

         24  Copes-Daniels on this Harriet Tubman Day in the

         25  State of New York;
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          2                 Whereas: Although born bound on a

          3  Maryland plantation, Harriet Tubman escaped in 1849

          4  to Philadelphia and to freedom, and there began her

          5  involvement with the network of abolitionists known

          6  as the Underground Railroad, whose members worked to

          7  help the more than 100,000 of the enslaved escape to

          8  free states. In this capacity, Harriet Tubman

          9  ultimately became one of the Railroad's most

         10  influential "conductors" (a guide who led slaves to

         11  freedom); and

         12                 Whereas: A great defender of the

         13  freedoms of all, Harriet Tubman lived a life worthy

         14  of popular memory and recognition. We are truly

         15  honored to participate in this important day, and it

         16  is with the deepest respect of this legislative body

         17  that we honor and commemorate this great American

         18  heroine; now, therefore

         19                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         20  City of New York is proud to participate in "Harriet

         21  Tubman Day" in the State of New York, and honors

         22  PAULINE MYRTLE COPES JOHNSON, and GERALDINE

         23  COPES-DANIELS, for their dedication to preserving

         24  and protecting and promoting the legacy of their

         25  great-grand aunt, Harriet Tubman.
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          2                 Signed this 10th day of March in the

          3  year Two Thousand and Four; Gifford Miller, Speaker

          4  for the Entire Council; Albert Vann, Council Member,

          5  36th District, Brooklyn.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Thank you. Thank

          7  you so much. This effort really started from the

          8  community. There were two organizations in

          9  particular that began the process. One was Sony

         10  Carlson, a Bubedekas (phonetic) organization,

         11  Committee to Honor Black Heroes. His son is here and

         12  I'd like to present him with a proclamation. Namumba

         13  (phonetic) and his comrade Latime Ferguson. I have a

         14  proclamation for you. Is that the correct one?

         15                 And the other organization was

         16  Bragging About Brooklyn. I don't know if Brother

         17  Laverpool is here, but I will see that he gets it,

         18  Bragging About Brooklyn. Mrs. Elizabeth Rankin

         19  Fortur (phonetic) was associated with Bragging About

         20  Brooklyn, she has her own organization. So, let's

         21  give applause to both of these kind gentlemen. Thank

         22  you.

         23                 PARTICIPANT: (Not identified for the

         24  record.) Good afternoon, everyone. I would like to

         25  thank Councilor Vann, Councilman Vann for inviting
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          2  me to come here to be a part of this ceremony. It's

          3  a wonderful day today and I really appreciate it.

          4  And Harriet deserves every honor and recognition

          5  that she can get, and I am trying to keep Aunt

          6  Harriet's name alive. And that's what I do, I go

          7  through all different cities and states and so on

          8  here in the United States, and Canada. I was even

          9  invited to Germany, but I would not go because of

         10  the September the 11th tragedy, and I was unable to

         11  go there. But I appreciate them telling me about the

         12  movie that they were going to make, and they wanted

         13  me to take part, but I just couldn't do it. I

         14  couldn't go on the plane because of the tragedy. And

         15  I really appreciate all of you people that took part

         16  in this ceremony today, and I thank you very much.

         17                 Aunt Harriet said keep going, and

         18  that's what I want to do, and I want you to do it

         19  also. Keep going. Thank you.

         20                 PARTICIPANT: (Not identified for the

         21  record.) I would like to thank Councilman Vann, and

         22  then I would like to thank all the people, all the

         23  Council people, all the people that are here in

         24  Brooklyn New York. Aunt Harriet would appreciate

         25  everything that has been said. Thank you.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Thank you. Thank

          3  you, all. Thank all of my colleagues, thank all of

          4  our people from the community.  Thank you, all. It's

          5  a beautiful day. God in history is on our side. God

          6  in history is on our side. Thank you.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Councilman

          8  Vann.

          9                 (The following proclamations were

         10  read into the record.)

         11

         12                 The Council of the City of New York

         13  is proud and pleased to commemorate the life and

         14  enduring legacy of Harriet Tubman, and to honor

         15  Pauline Myrtle Copes Johnson on this, "Harriet

         16  Tubman Day" in the State of New York; and

         17                 Whereas: Harriet Tubman is a true

         18  American heroine who devoted her life to the

         19  liberation of the enslaved and to the sacred and

         20  inviolable principle of freedom; and

         21                 Whereas: Although born bound on a

         22  Maryland plantation, Harriet Tubman escaped in 1849

         23  to Philadelphia and to freedom, and there began her

         24  involvement with the network of abolitionists known

         25  as the Underground Railroad, whose members worked to
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          2  help the more than 100,000 of the enslaved escape to

          3  free states. In this capacity, Harriet Tubman

          4  ultimately became one of the Railroad's most

          5  influential "conductors" (a guide who led slaves to

          6  freedom); and

          7                 Whereas: Today, as we commemorate the

          8  life and celebrate the powerful legacy of Harriet

          9  Tubman, we are immensely proud to honor Pauline

         10  Myrtle Copes Johnson, a great-grand niece and

         11  descendent of Harriet Tubman; and

         12                 Whereas: Ever since learning (at the

         13  age of 25) that she was related to Harriet Tubman,

         14  Pauline Copes Johnson has been committed to

         15  transmitting and preserving her great-grand aunt's

         16  legacy; she is involved with the Harriet Tubman

         17  Home, and is a member of Thompson A.M.E. Zion

         18  Church, in Auburn, N.Y., where Harriet Tubman was

         19  also a member; and

         20                 Whereas: A great defender of the

         21  freedoms of all, Harriet Tubman lived a life worthy

         22  of popular memory and recognition. We are truly

         23  honored to participate in this important day, and it

         24  is with the deepest respect of this legislative body

         25  that we honor and commemorate this great American
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          2  heroine; now, therefore

          3                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          4  City of New York is proud to participate in "Harriet

          5  Tubman Day" in the State of New York, and honors

          6  PAULINE MYRTLE COPES JOHNSON for her dedication to

          7  preserving and promoting the legacy of her

          8  great-grand aunt, Harriet Tubman.

          9                 Signed this 10th day of March in the

         10  year Two Thousand and Four, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         11  for the Entire Council; Albert Vann, Council Member,

         12  36th District, Brooklyn.

         13

         14                 The Council of the City of New York

         15  is proud and pleased to commemorate the life and

         16  enduring legacy of Harriet Tubman, and to honor

         17  Geraldine Copes-Daniels on this, "Harriet Tubman

         18  Day" in the State of New York; and

         19                 Whereas: Harriet Tubman is a true

         20  American heroine who devoted her life to the

         21  liberation of the enslaved and to the sacred and

         22  inviolable principle of freedom; and

         23                 Whereas: Although born bound on a

         24  Maryland plantation, Harriet Tubman escaped in 1849

         25  to Philadelphia and to freedom, and there began her
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          2  involvement with the network of abolitionists known

          3  as the Underground Railroad, whose members worked to

          4  help the more than 100,000 of the enslaved escape to

          5  free states. In this capacity, Harriet Tubman

          6  ultimately became one of the Railroad's most

          7  influential "conductors" (a guide who led slaves to

          8  freedom); and

          9                 Whereas: Today, as we commemorate the

         10  life and celebrate the powerful legacy of Harriet

         11  Tubman, we are immensely proud to honor Pauline

         12  Myrtle Copes Johnson, a great-grand niece and

         13  descendent of Harriet Tubman; and

         14                 Whereas: Geraldine Copes-Daniels was

         15  born in 1932, where she was raised in Auburn, N.Y.

         16  and attended the Thompson memorial A.M.E. Zion

         17  Church, where her great-grand aunt Harriet Tubman

         18  was also a member; and

         19                 Whereas: A great defender of the

         20  freedoms of all, Harriet Tubman lived a life worthy

         21  of popular memory and recognition. We are truly

         22  honored to participate in this important day, and it

         23  is with the deepest respect of this legislative body

         24  that we honor and commemorate this great American

         25  heroine; now, therefore
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          2                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          3  City of New York is proud to participate in "Harriet

          4  Tubman Day" in the State of New York, and honors

          5  GERALDINE COPES-DANIELS for her dedication to

          6  preserving and promoting the legacy of her

          7  great-grand aunt, Harriet Tubman.

          8                 Signed this 10th day of March in the

          9  year Two Thousand and Four, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         10  for the Entire Council; Albert Vann, Council Member,

         11  36th District, Brooklyn.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues,

         13  Council Member McMahon has some special guests that

         14  are here today, and I'd like to ask him to introduce

         15  them so that we can honor them as well. And also

         16  Council Members Oddo and Lanza. Council Member Lanza

         17  you can come on up, and Council Member Oddo.

         18                 Council Member McMahon.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you,

         20  Mr. Speaker. Madam Public Advocate and all my

         21  colleagues, and all the guests who are here today, I

         22  would ask first and foremost for quiet in the house.

         23                 These ceremonials that we have before

         24  our Council meetings are indeed very important. We

         25  had some very important ones today. We meet some of
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          2  the greatest New Yorkers and some of the greatest

          3  Americans who live amongst us. But I want to

          4  introduce to you today probably two of the bravest

          5  people that I have ever met in my life, Kimberly

          6  Messink (phonetic) and her mom April both suffer

          7  from a disease known as fibrodysplasia ossificans

          8  progressiva, the "orphan disease."

          9                 This is a disease that causes the

         10  body to create another skeleton. There is no known

         11  treatment. It's incurable. But these are people who

         12  have not taken their circumstances passively. They

         13  have not said that this will stop them from enjoying

         14  each other and enjoying their lives.

         15                 And, so, we come today with their

         16  very good friend, Gary White, who has taken on a

         17  personal cause to bring awareness to this disease,

         18  from Albany to Trenton to across this country, to

         19  let people know, people in government and people not

         20  in government, to know what it is that these two

         21  folks are facing everyday, and it's through his

         22  leadership and heroism that we bring them here to

         23  you today to meet them.

         24                 Now, Kimberly is a senior at Susan

         25  Wagner High School on Staten Island. And she is also
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          2  the student government representative for special

          3  education. She goes to school everyday, not feeling

          4  sorry for herself, but standing up and advocating

          5  for others who suffer from different ailments or

          6  diseases or have other concerns, and we're very

          7  proud of her for doing that.

          8                 And we also have with us Daniel Licht

          9  is here as well. Daniel, who is a nine-year-old boy

         10  afflicted with FOP. And Sophia Forstay (phonetic), a

         11  seven-year-old also afflicted with FOP, and Theresa

         12  Caruso, a New York City elementary school afflicted

         13  with FOP.

         14                 There are only 2,500 people in this

         15  country who are afflicted by this disease, and there

         16  are 200 in New York City.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: At this point what I

         18  would like to do is ask the clerk to read the

         19  proclamation.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         21  of New York, Proclamation.

         22                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         23  New York is proud to recognize "National Bone and

         24  Joint Decade," 2002 through 2011, and to declare

         25  February 2004 as "Fibrodysplasia Ossificans
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          2  Progressiva Month" in the City of New York; and

          3                 Whereas: One in seven Americans

          4  suffers from musculoskeletal impairment, causing

          5  physical disability and severe long-term pain; and

          6                 Whereas: Fibrodysplasia Ossificans

          7  Progressiva (F.O.P.) Is a very rare and incurable

          8  genetic disorder that causes bone to form in

          9  muscles, tendons, ligaments and other connective

         10  tissues, the end result of which is the formation of

         11  an extra skeleton that immobilizes the body; and

         12                 Whereas: The symptoms of FOP usually

         13  begin in the first or second decade of life, with

         14  most children diagnosed by the age of ten, depriving

         15  them of normal development; and

         16                 Whereas: It is estimated that FOP

         17  affects only 2,500 people worldwide; there are

         18  currently over 200 diagnosed cases in the United

         19  States, with 17 in the State of New York and 2 in

         20  the borough of Staten Island; and

         21                 Whereas: Today, we join physicians,

         22  medical researchers, community members, elected

         23  officials, and activists around the world in

         24  recognizing this devastating genetic disorder, and

         25  offer our prayers to those suffering from FOP, as
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          2  well as our support in helping to raise public

          3  awareness and eventually find a cure for this

          4  disease; now, therefore

          5                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          6  City of New York declares February 2004 as

          7  FIBRODYSPLASIA OSSIFICANS PROGRESSIVA AWARENESS

          8  MONTH in the City of New York.

          9                 Signed this 10th day of March in the

         10  year Two Thousand and Four, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         11  for the Entire Council; James S. Oddo, Council

         12  Member, 50th District, Staten Island; Michael E.

         13  McMahon, Council Member, 49th District, Staten

         14  Island; Andrew J. Lanza, Council Member, 51st

         15  District, Staten Island.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, all, for

         17  being here. And as a City and as a country, we honor

         18  your bravery and are privileged to have a chance to

         19  join in the struggle in raising awareness about this

         20  important disease.

         21                 Gary, I'd love it if you would say a

         22  few words.

         23                 MR. WHITE: Thank you very much. Thank

         24  you, Councilman McMahon. We really appreciate this

         25  opportunity today. This is a great day for FOP
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          2  awareness. We've been moving throughout the State of

          3  New Jersey very, very rapidly, and we've just

          4  recently got some very good attention in Albany, and

          5  thanks to Council Member McMahon we're here in City

          6  Hall today.

          7                 Like the Councilman said, this is an

          8  extremely rare disease. There are only 17 people in

          9  New York State with the disease and 12 in New

         10  Jersey, 250 in the United States. So, we really need

         11  to get the NIH in Washington to give more money to

         12  the University of Pennsylvania so that every child

         13  in the United States, every single child in the

         14  United States has a chance at being a child and

         15  growing up and having a normal life.

         16                 We have to eradicate a disease like

         17  this, and we really appreciate your support.

         18                 Thank you very much.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Mr. Speaker,

         20  if you would indulge me for one more second? My

         21  colleagues and all those who are here, Kimberly has

         22  one immediate wish. She wants her senior year in

         23  high school, the rest of it to be just so wonderful.

         24  And, of course, part of that for every senior girl

         25  in high school, is going to the senior prom. But in

                                                            34

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  her case, it presents very difficult hurdles, the

          3  cost of taking the car and getting the dress. And

          4  you can imagine that this type of ailment for both

          5  mom and daughter causes a financial strain. But we

          6  want to make sure, and thanks to Gary's advocacy, we

          7  want to make sure that she goes to her prom. So, I'm

          8  happy to present a $500 check from the Dr. Theodore

          9  Atlas Foundation to Kimberly so she can go to the

         10  prom.

         11                 KIMBERLY: Thank you so much.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: That's beautiful.

         13                 Do you want to say something? Thank

         14  you all for being here. It's a real honor and

         15  privilege to have you here. And we hope that this

         16  helps in raising awareness about this important

         17  disease, in letting you know that the people of the

         18  City of New York are behind you and believe in you

         19  and share in your struggle.

         20                 Thank you.

         21                 Okay, Council Member Gerson also has

         22  some special guests who we would like for him to

         23  introduce.

         24                 Council Member Gerson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you, Mr.
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          2  Speaker.

          3                 I ask the members of the Posse

          4  Foundation to come forward. And don't worry, Mr.

          5  Speaker, they're not going to take us away.

          6                 Mr. Speaker, it's actually very

          7  appropriate that we present this proclamation also

          8  on Harriet Tubman Day because the Posse Foundation

          9  is one of those great and outstanding organizations,

         10  which worked to fulfill the promise of freedom, for

         11  which Harriet Tubman stood and continues to stand.

         12                 We all know in this Chamber how

         13  important it is to encourage young people to go on

         14  to college and pursue their dreams through a college

         15  education. We also know how important it is to

         16  encourage young people to get involved in civic

         17  affairs and government affairs, to study and take an

         18  active interest to participate in the public affairs

         19  of our City and nation. This unique and wonderful

         20  organization, the Posse Foundation, helps fulfill

         21  both of those goals. While they happen to be, and

         22  I'm very proud, located in Council District Number

         23  1, they in fact serve the entire City and indeed the

         24  entire nation, encouraging young people to move on

         25  to college and to pursue interests, to develop and
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          2  to pursue interests in politics and public affairs,

          3  and they do so in a unique way by encouraging

          4  teamwork in collaboration, taking high school

          5  students in groups who share this common interest,

          6  and encouraging them to move on together.

          7                 They have achieved literally

          8  magnificently accomplishments in the lives of

          9  countless young people. Mr. Speaker, they are

         10  preparing the future Council Members and leaders who

         11  will one day be sitting in the chairs which we now

         12  occupy.

         13                 Mr. Speaker, I present to you, and

         14  maybe even a future Council Speaker, but it would be

         15  hard to fulfill the current shoes, but Mr. Speaker,

         16  I present to you the young men and women who are the

         17  counselors and the organizers and the leaders of the

         18  Posse Foundation, with the President and Founder Ms.

         19  Debbie Biel.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: If the Clerk could

         21  read the proclamation.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         23  of New York, Proclamation.

         24                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         25  New York is pleased and proud to honor The Posse
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          2  Foundation a not-for-profit organization that

          3  recruits and trains diverse teams ("posse") of

          4  public high school students who exhibit strong

          5  leadership potential; and

          6                 Whereas: Posse's partner universities

          7  have awarded over $92 million in four-year, full

          8  tuition scholarships to 945 Posse scholars from New

          9  York, Boston, Chicago and Los Angeles since 1989;

         10  and

         11                 Whereas: Posse Scholars are currently

         12  attending Posses' nineteen partner universities.

         13  Through a carefully structured, three-month

         14  selection process, Posse candidates are evaluated

         15  using criteria beyond academic achievement,

         16  including overall talent, leadership qualities,

         17  desire to succeed and ability to work constructively

         18  with people of different ethnic and cultural

         19  backgrounds; and

         20                 Whereas: Posse's 2004 budget of $4.1

         21  million supports programs in Boston, Chicago, Los

         22  Angeles, New York City and opening in 2004 in D.C.

         23  Posse's university partners include Babson, Bowdoin,

         24  Brandeis, Bryn Mawr, Carleton, Claremont-McKenna,

         25  Colby, Denison, Depauw, Dickinson, Grinnell,
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          2  Hamilton, Lafayette, Middlebury, Trinity, University

          3  of Illinois at urbana-Champaign, University of

          4  Wisconsin at Madison, Vanderbilt and Wheaton; and

          5                 Whereas: Posse got its name because

          6  of one student said - 15 years ago - that if he had

          7  had his Posse with him, he never would have dropped

          8  out of college. That simple ideas of sending a team

          9  of students together to college so they could back

         10  each other up ( and also act as a powerful catalyst

         11  for positive change on a university campus) became

         12  the impetus for a program that today has sent

         13  hundreds of students to some of the best colleges

         14  and universities in the country; and

         15                 Whereas: Posse Scholars have won over

         16  $63 million in leadership, merit scholarships from

         17  their partner colleges; and

         18                 Whereas: Posse Scholars are

         19  persisting and graduating at a rate of over 90% (a

         20  rate much, much higher than the national average

         21  graduation rates). This year over 4,500 young people

         22  were nominated for 210 Posse Scholarships; now,

         23  therefore

         24                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         25  City of New York most gratefully honors THE POSSE
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          2  FOUNDATION for their exceptional service to the

          3  City, the community and the nation.

          4                 Signed this 10th day of March in the

          5  year Two Thousand and Four, Gifford Miller, Speaker

          6  for the Entire Council; Alan Jay Gerson, Council

          7  Member, 1st District, Manhattan.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Well, we want to say

          9  to all the young people that are here today, thank

         10  you so much for what you're doing. We're so proud of

         11  what you've accomplished, and Debbie, we'd love it

         12  if you would say a few words on behalf of the

         13  Foundation.

         14                 MS. BIEL: I'd love to. Speaker

         15  Miller, Council Member Gerson, thank you so, so

         16  much. This is an unbelievable honor for the Posse

         17  Foundation. And to all the Council members who are

         18  here today, if you haven't heard of Posse, you

         19  should know about Posse. We're in every one of your

         20  districts. We're recruiting young people from the

         21  public schools all over New York City, and this year

         22  our New York City public school seniors won over 22

         23  -- no, I'm getting it wrong. They won over 10

         24  million in scholarships just this year in New York

         25  City.
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          2                 So, it's a wonderful program. It

          3  started in 1989. And for those of you who are

          4  wondering, it's called "Posse" because of one

          5  student who said he never would have dropped out of

          6  college if he had his Posse with him. So, we said,

          7  oh, that's a good idea. And we're sending teams of

          8  students together to college. We're a national

          9  organization, but we started here in New York City.

         10  This honor means so much to us, and we happen to

         11  have several Posse alumni up here with us. Two of

         12  them are on the national staff at the Posse

         13  Foundation, and I wanted them to say a couple of

         14  words.

         15                 MR. CORYAVO: Hi. Thank you for having

         16  us here. My name is Shirley Coryavo (phonetic), I'm

         17  National Program Director for the Posse Foundation,

         18  and I was a member of the very first Posse when we

         19  started back in 1989, and was able to go from Sunset

         20  Park, Brooklyn, to National Tennessee, to get my

         21  bachelor's at Vanderbilt University, and then was

         22  able to pursue my master's and Ph.D at Duke

         23  University in Clinical Psychology. And I now help

         24  run the program nationally, and like Debbie said, we

         25  recruit some outstanding, outstanding young people,

                                                            41

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  from not only New York, but now in Boston, Chicago,

          3  Los Angeles, and the District of Columbia, as of

          4  2004.

          5                 And, so, we're celebrating young

          6  people and leadership all around the country, and

          7  really appreciate this acknowledgment today.

          8                 And I'm going to hand it over to

          9  Rico.

         10                 MR. BLANKAFLOR: Good afternoon,

         11  everybody. My name is Rico Blankaflor (phonetic). I

         12  went actually to LaGuardia High School, and

         13  originally my parents are from Queens.

         14                 I also went through the Posse Program

         15  and went to Vanderbilt University and got my

         16  bachelor's there in 1998.

         17                 I just wanted to say to that, Posse

         18  has been so excited just expanding all over the

         19  country, and that so you know, we have an incredible

         20  amount of Posse staff here today that really work

         21  closely with these amazing, incredible young people,

         22  and that we've been blessed because we started this

         23  program in New York City, and we only couldn't have

         24  done it without the help of the incredible high

         25  school teachers, coaches, principals, the people
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          2  that know these students, that understand that

          3  across New York City there is incredible potential

          4  and we've been lucky to have them. So, we wanted to

          5  thank you. It's a great honor.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Well, thank you all.

          7  And congratulations to you, and we hope that this

          8  helps you with our support to continue to do more

          9  for the young people of this great City and this

         10  country. Thank you.

         11                 Councilman Avella. Wow. Speaking of

         12  scholarships that have been won, Councilman Tony

         13  Avella, if he can fight his way through the crowd,

         14  there he is. You have a special guest who is here to

         15  honor as well. So you can introduce him.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Thank you, Mr.

         17  Speaker. Can I have everybody's attention, please?

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         19  please.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: We all

         21  recognize the fact that the New York City Department

         22  of Education needs reform, and this Council has been

         23  at the forefront of leading those changes, making

         24  our educational system better. But here, we're here

         25  today, to in effect point to a young 17-year-old
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          2  individual, Yin Li, who is a product of the public

          3  school system, a resident of my district, and the

          4  winner of the 2003/2004 Westinghouse National Math,

          5  Science and Technology Program. $100,000

          6  scholarship.

          7                 Remember, this is national. This is

          8  just not the City. He won with contestants across

          9  the entire country. There is Yin's family, they're

         10  currently taking pictures.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: If the Clerk could

         12  read the proclamation.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         14  of New York, Proclamation.

         15                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         16  New York is immensely proud to honor Yin Li for his

         17  extraordinary achievement in winning the Siemens

         18  Westinghouse Competition in Math, Science &

         19  Technology; and

         20                 Whereas: Yin Li is a young man of

         21  remarkable achievement and promise who recently won

         22  the Grand Prize in the Siemens Westinghouse

         23  Competition in Math, Science & Technology - a top

         24  honor that carriers with it a scholarship of

         25  $100,000; and
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          2                 Whereas: Although just 17 years old

          3  and still a senior at Stuyvesant High School in New

          4  York City, Mr. Li is being recognized nationally as

          5  having made a significant contribution to one of the

          6  great scientific mysteries of our age - the

          7  understanding of how the brain works; and

          8                 Whereas: Mr. Li's project,

          9  "Characterizing the Prion Properties of a

         10  Translational Regulator Expressed in Mouse Brain,"

         11  represents a significant advance in the

         12  understanding of how neurons communicate. Mr. Li

         13  discovered a protein with unusual properties that

         14  could be related to neural function. His project

         15  explored how nerve cells in the brain work and how

         16  the strength of the connections between neurons

         17  affect long-term memory; and

         18                 Whereas: One of the competition's

         19  judges, Victor Ambrose, a genetics professor at

         20  Dartmouth medical School, said Yin's work could

         21  someday help unlock the mysteries of the brain and

         22  has called Mr. Li a young man with "an extraordinary

         23  grasp of the complexities of neural science"; and

         24                 Whereas: Yin's interest in neural

         25  science was piqued last summer when he read an
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          2  article by Nobel Prize-winning scientist Eric Kandel

          3  about the molecular biology of memory storage, then

          4  contacted Dr. Kandel's laboratory at Columbia

          5  University and obtained a volunteer research

          6  position; and

          7                 Whereas: Along with his impressive

          8  scientific accomplishments Yin also contributes his

          9  time as the Science Editor for The Stuyvesant

         10  Standard, a school newspaper; and

         11                 Whereas: Today, we honor Yin Li, one

         12  of our country's most promising young minds. Based

         13  on his already significant accomplishments, we have

         14  every belief that he will achieve even greater and

         15  more resonant successes in life; now, therefore

         16                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         17  City of New York honors YIN LI for his outstanding

         18  promise, academic excellence and for receiving Grand

         19  Prize in the Siemens Westinghouse Competition in

         20  Math, Science & Technology.

         21                 Signed this 10th day of March in the

         22  year Two Thousand and Four, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         23  for the Entire Council; Tony Avella, Council Member,

         24  19th District, Queens.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Well, my colleagues,
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          2  it is a great honor to have you with us.

          3  Congratulations to you on your achievements.

          4                 I just want to note two things: First

          5  of all, that Mr. Li is making a very difficult

          6  choice between Harvard and MIT at this point. Either

          7  way he's going to need all $100,000. But, secondly,

          8  I just want to note that the Clerk didn't read to

          9  you the part of the proclamation to you that

         10  explains what it is that he did to win the project

         11  because none of you could possibly understand it.

         12  But it's really an extraordinary contribution to the

         13  way we understand the way that minds work, and it's

         14  an amazing accomplishment, and congratulations.

         15  We're very, very proud of you as a City, and we'd

         16  love it if you would say a few words.

         17                 MR. LI: Thank you very much. Thank

         18  you very much. I am truly honored to be here today.

         19                 You know, if you told me eight years

         20  ago when I arrived in the US that I would be here

         21  today, I would not have believed you. For one thing,

         22  I didn't speak one word of English. But it is the

         23  land of opportunity, the United States, and this is

         24  New York City. And that's why I have been able to be

         25  here. If not for public education, and I can truly,
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          2  honestly say that I probably would not have achieved

          3  what I have done so far. So, public education is

          4  truly one of the greatest concepts that's ever been

          5  invented, and I think that when there's a problem

          6  with it, we cannot just run away from it, we have to

          7  improve it and fix it. And it's only through public

          8  education that the United States will continue to be

          9  one of the greatest countries in the world, at the

         10  cutting edge of modern technology.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Thank goodness

         12  you're not old enough to run for office in my

         13  district.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Absolutely.

         15                 Congratulations. We're thrilled, and

         16  thank you for putting into words what we all

         17  struggle through all the time, and for putting into,

         18  more important into action. So, congratulations to

         19  you.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Will the

         21  Stated Meeting of March 10th please come to order.

         22  Roll call.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

          8                 (No response.)

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: James.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Palma.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: A quorum is

          6  present.

          7                 Invocation will be delivered by Rabbi

          8  Jonathan Glass.

          9                 Quiet, please. Rise.

         10                 RABBI GLASS: Men and women of the

         11  City Council, this past Sunday we celebrated the

         12  festive holiday of Purim. Apparently we are

         13  continuing that celebration with the Hamintashin at

         14  the front of everybody's desk.

         15                 During that holiday we read the Book

         16  of Ester.  In that book is contained the evil plot

         17  of Hamin to exterminate a people that is "diverse

         18  and spread about the land."

         19                 So, we celebrate the foiling of this

         20  plot even this present day. Let us also celebrate

         21  the privilege of living in a land dedicated to

         22  tolerance and diversity. Let our City Council renew

         23  its commitment to preserving this tolerance. Amen.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member Weprin.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Madam Public

          3  Advocate, I make a motion to spread the Invocation

          4  in full upon the record.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          6                 Adoption of minutes.

          7                 Council Member Martinez. Council

          8  Member Martinez, adoption of the minutes.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Council Member

         10  Martinez makes a motion that the minutes of the

         11  Stated Meeting of February 4th be adopted as

         12  printed.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         14                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         17  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 66, on page

         19  one through M 85 on page three.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: All referred to the

         21  Committee on Transportation.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

         23  and Communications.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use
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          2  Call-Ups.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

          5  Communication from the Speaker.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, I'd

          7  like to join with all of you in thanking the Council

          8  Member who refuses to divulge his identity who

          9  provided us with the delicious Hamintagin

         10  (phonetic).

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: But I didn't

         12  get one.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Then I want to

         14  withdraw my thanks and enter a note of condemnation.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Madam Chair,

         16  we have an extra one right here for you.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: I just want to remind

         18  my colleagues that we are in the process of the

         19  month when we are doing oversight hearings on

         20  budget, and that those hearings are continuing, and

         21  I urge all of my colleagues to continue those

         22  hearings and remember that that's why our

         23  legislative calendar reflects the fact that we're in

         24  the middle of the budget hearings.

         25                 That concludes my communications at
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          2  this point.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

          4  Discussion.

          5                 Discussion of General Orders.

          6                 Nobody else, Report of Special

          7  Committees.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

         10  Standing Committees.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         12  Committee on Finance.

         13                 Preconsidered M 86 and companion Reso

         14  211.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

         16  Order Calendar.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

         18  87 and companion Reso 212.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         20  General Order Calendar.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         22  LU 97 and companion Reso 213.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         24  General Order Calendar.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered
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          2  LU 98 and Companion Reso 214.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          4  General Order Calendar.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          6  Committee on Land Use.

          7                 LU 35 and companion Reso 215.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          9  General Order Calendar.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 36 and

         11  companion Reso 216.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         13  General Order Calendar.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 37 and

         15  companion Reso 217.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         17  General Order Calendar.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 38 and

         19  companion Reso 218.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         21  General Order Calendar.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 56 and

         23  companion Reso 219.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         25  General Order Calendar.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 64 and

          3  companion Reso 220.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          5  General Order Calendar.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 70 and

          7  Companion 221.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          9  General Order Calendar.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 73 and

         11  companion Reso 222.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         13  General Order Calendar.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 74 and

         15  companion Reso 223.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         17  General Order Calendar.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 84 and

         19  companion Reso 224.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         21  General Order calendar.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 87 and

         23  companion Reso 225.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         25  General Order Calendar.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 88 and

          3  companion Reso 226.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          5  general order calendar.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 82 and

          7  companion Reso 227.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          9  General Order Calendar.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         11  LU 99 and companion Reso 228.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         13  General Order Calendar.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         15  Order Calendar.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolutions

         17  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Also coupled on the

         19  General Order Calendar.

         20                 At this point I would ask the clerk

         21  to call the roll on all items coupled on the General

         22  Order Calendar.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

                                                            62

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER:  If I could just

          7  briefly explain my vote? My colleagues, today we

          8  have just enacted the Council's budget for next

          9  year. This budget continues our commitment to

         10  dealing with the serious fiscal situation in which

         11  our City has found itself, continuing to control and

         12  constrain costs. Over the last two and a half years

         13  that we've been in office we've cut the central

         14  staff considerably, cut the central budget

         15  considerably, while driving resources to support

         16  Council members and Committees and expanded

         17  committees in the work that this Council does. This

         18  budget continues that effort, and I'm proud to

         19  submit it to you for your support.

         20                 Thank you. And I vote aye.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

         22  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

         23  vote of 49 in the affirmative, zero in the negative

         24  and zero abstentions.

         25                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: All bills are

          3  referred to the committee indicated on the schedule.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

          5  of resolutions.

          6                 Council Member Barron.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

          8  Madam Chair.

          9                 I rise to voice my opinions on

         10  Resolution 177, the Hungarian Holocaust and the Gold

         11  Train.

         12                 Certainly the Hungarian Holocaust

         13  victims deserve compensation from America for their

         14  role in confiscating their art during the Gold

         15  Train, but I hope that this Council has the same

         16  kind of respect and consideration when we come forth

         17  with resolutions on the African Holocaust in

         18  American, and when we talk about reparations, a

         19  resolution that is still stuck in committee,

         20  fighting to get it out of committee into the full

         21  Council, when we're just simply talking about a

         22  committee, a commission to study it.

         23                 So, I hope that we can consider

         24  African Holocaust resolutions as adequately and

         25  expeditiously as we are pursuing this one.
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          2                 I intend to vote aye on that

          3  resolution, because I think all Holocaust victims

          4  deserve compensation and so do African Holocaust

          5  victims, and I hope that we consider it the same way

          6  we're doing this one, when it comes to our

          7  Holocaust.

          8                 Thank you.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  Member Avella.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Thank you,

         12  Madam Public Advocate.

         13                 I just rise to speak on Reso 11-A.

         14  Without going into the specifics of the Resolution,

         15  I just feel it's inappropriate for this body to pass

         16  a resolution that is basically partisan politics.

         17                 If the members of the Democratic

         18  Caucus of this City Council, which I am a member,

         19  want to ask the Republican National Committee to

         20  repudiate the National Rifle Association, then let

         21  us do it on the steps of City Hall and not use this

         22  body to do that.

         23                 I think it's inappropriate. I think

         24  it's a slap in the face to our Republican

         25  colleagues, but I think it's partisan politics in
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          2  the worst way, and this body should not engage in

          3  this.

          4                 And I would certainly urge my

          5  colleagues to vote no on this.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          7  Member Jennings.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Madam Public

          9  Advocate, my district last year I had over, in

         10  Southern Queens, I should say, we've had over 28 or

         11  50 homicides, the highest amount of homicides in any

         12  parts of the City, many of it due to gun violence,

         13  and we are certainly outraged --

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  member, you can only talk about one of the three

         16  resolutions.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: I'm talking

         18  about Resolution 11-A, Ma'am.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Okay. Thank

         20  you.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Can I have

         22  more time, please?

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes, thank

         24  you for pointing that out to me.

         25                 Yes, you may have a few extra
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          2  seconds.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Thank you.

          4                 In our community, we've had so much

          5  violence with firearms, but in every instance, every

          6  firearm that was used in a crime was unlicensed

          7  firearms, not licensed firearms.

          8                 Now, we have had a lot of resolutions

          9  in this body, and I want you to know, I'm a

         10  Democrat, but I will not support a bill that's going

         11  to condemn the Republican party. I don't think we

         12  need to start that type of war here in this body.

         13                 I concur with my colleague Avella,

         14  that this is not the place to do that. When is it

         15  going to stop? In Oklahoma they'll condemn us, and

         16  on and on and on and on. I think we need to have

         17  more words of peace and more words of love and less

         18  words of hate.

         19                 Certainly I will not support

         20  condemning anybody at any time. I don't think it's

         21  right in this body. We spend a lot of time

         22  condemning a lot of people and a lot of countries,

         23  and all over the place, and we need to discontinue

         24  these type of resolutions.

         25                 Thank you.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          3                 Council Member Brewer.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

          5  much.

          6                 I rise in support of 11-A, with all

          7  due respect to my colleagues. And I want to say that

          8  I'm probably the most nonpartisan person,

          9  Republican, Democrats, it doesn't matter to me, but

         10  I will tell you that it does matter about the NRA.

         11  And I will tell you that if the NRA was part of the

         12  Democratic National Committee platform, I would do

         13  the same resolution.

         14                 The point of the matter is that the

         15  NRA's position in Washington and within some of our

         16  parties are abominable. And we want to make sure

         17  that the NRA is welcome to come to the convention.

         18  But I will tell you this is a gun-free city as much

         19  as we can make it, and we want to keep it that way.

         20  We want to make it clear. Their policies in

         21  Washington, if you listen carefully, look at their

         22  website, a lot of isms. Ones that I don't want to

         23  mention here, and there is a real sense that the

         24  assault weapons are okay, that it's okay to allow

         25  gun manufacturers and dealers to be immune in many
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          2  cases. There are many instances where the NRA has

          3  done deeds that we do not expect to have done in our

          4  policy.

          5                 I also want to mention that Mayor

          6  Bloomberg is a Republican and in the articles on

          7  this he has indicated his support for those who do

          8  not support the policy of the NRA.

          9                 So, this is a Republican/Democratic

         10  disgust with the NRA.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         12  member, time.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Everybody

         15  please remember on resolutions you only have one

         16  minute.

         17                 Council Member Fidler.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Thank you,

         19  Madam Public Advocate.

         20                 I'm proud to be a co-sponsor of Reso

         21  123-A, which I hope will be a little less

         22  controversial than some of the others I guess are

         23  this morning.

         24                 And I just wanted to make one

         25  comment, because I thought the record wouldn't be
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          2  complete without it.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

          4  please.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: In the months

          6  after 9/11, all across this country people told us

          7  that they loved New York, and I'm so afraid that

          8  they no longer feel that way. They've gone back to

          9  considering New York as the third city of Sodom and

         10  Gamora.  The Homeland Security Act that diverts

         11  funds to Wyoming, tells us how they really feel

         12  about New York. It is grossly unfair. This City is

         13  the front line in the war on terrorism. We put our

         14  police officers out on the street every day and bear

         15  that expense and we ought to be fairly compensated

         16  for it.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         18  Council Member.

         19                 Council Member McMahon.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you,

         21  Madam Public Advocate.

         22                 I had intended to make a few remarks

         23  in the "General Remarks" session at the end of

         24  today's Stated Meeting, because today we mark the

         25  one-year anniversary of a cold-blooded murder of
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          2  Detective James Nemerin and Rodney Andrews on Staten

          3  Island.

          4                 You may recall that these two

          5  detectives were working undercover to try to crack

          6  into the illegal handgun trade that has been

          7  plaguing our City.

          8                 How appropriate it is that we are

          9  also here talking about a resolution that talks

         10  about the practices and theories of the NRA. I think

         11  that any New Yorker who does not take a moment today

         12  and honor the memory of Detectives Nemerin and

         13  Andrews makes a mistake, and I ask all of my

         14  colleagues to take a moment and to remember these

         15  two heroes who gave their lives to try to make our

         16  streets safer, and to remember also that they gave

         17  their lives trying to fight the battle against

         18  illegal handguns.

         19                 I urge all my colleagues to think

         20  about that when they vote on these resolutions.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         22  Member Yassky.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you.

         24                 I would like unanimous consent to

         25  vote on the general orders earlier.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: I vote aye on

          4  all.

          5                 And I also would like to speak in

          6  favor of all three resolutions. Certainly the

          7  Speaker's call for justice and equity on Homeland

          8  Security is one of the most important things that

          9  the federal government could do to correct the

         10  unfairness that it hoists upon us. I join with

         11  Council Member Brewer in urging the Republican party

         12  that comes here, not to support the NRA agenda which

         13  is pro crime and certainly anti-New York.

         14                 And finally, I want to thank my

         15  colleagues in the Council, Chair Serrano, for

         16  passing through the resolution that we are adopting

         17  today supporting survivors of the Holocaust who

         18  suffered an injustice. It was a rare episode in

         19  injustice at the hands of the American Army after

         20  and during deliberation. And it's now up to Attorney

         21  General Ashcroft to correct this injustice and I

         22  thank again my colleagues for supporting this

         23  resolution.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member Dilan.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Thank you,

          3  Madam Public Advocate.

          4                 Very briefly, I just would like to

          5  add my voice on the strong support for Reso 123-A. I

          6  find it very disturbing that our President can use

          7  9/11 for reelection campaign commercials, and then

          8  not give this City and this body the resources we

          9  need to survive here in the City?

         10                 He polls on his campaign to add with

         11  firefighters, and then puts this City in the

         12  position where we don't even have the funds to keep

         13  some firehouses open. I find that very disturbing

         14  and very troubling, and I would proudly encourage my

         15  colleagues to vote in favor of Reso 123-A. Thank

         16  you.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         18                 Council Member Moskowitz.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Thank you,

         20  Madam Public Advocate. I vote aye on all. Thank you.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         22  On today's resolutions, all items in today's General

         23  Order Calendar were adopted by a vote now of 51 in

         24  the affirmative, zero in the negative and zero

         25  abstentions.
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          2                 Mr. Speaker.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: I want to rise in

          4  support of Resolution 11-A and make very clear this,

          5  that for anyone who has read this resolution, it

          6  also should be clear that this is not a condemnation

          7  of Republicans or the Republican party. This is a

          8  resolution that calls upon the Republican National

          9  Committee to repudiate the NRA. And the NRA should

         10  be repudiated. The NRA supports policies, and we

         11  talk about them in this resolution, that cause death

         12  and violence in our country, and particularly in our

         13  City. In this City, if we could actually have both

         14  of our political parties reject these kinds of

         15  policies, we would have a safer City and a safer

         16  country, and so I rise strongly in support of

         17  Resolution Number 11-A.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Has somebody

         19  else got their hand up? Sorry.

         20                 Council Member James.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: I rise in

         22  support of Reso 11-A, and I'm voting on behalf of

         23  the late Councilman James Davis. I'm doing this on

         24  behalf of him. How soon we forget Councilman James

         25  Davis, who lost his life in these very Chambers as a
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          2  result of gun violence. And so all of my colleagues

          3  here today, I'm asking that we stand together in his

          4  memory and vote in support of 11-A, and we vote

          5  again to repudiate the statement of NRA, that

          6  diversity is something that could be circumvented.

          7  That anyone who is in support of gun control is a

          8  political terrorist. These comments are

          9  reprehensible and they should be denounced. And, so,

         10  I'm doing this in the spirit of Councilman James

         11  Davis, who speaks through me today.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member Oddo.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I would just

         16  like to associate myself with the remarks of Council

         17  Member Avella. Clearly, we can differ on the merits

         18  of the NRA and the NRA's influence or lack thereof

         19  in the Republican party. I think Tony's point was

         20  about the process, and it's a point that I have

         21  talked about briefly, and others have. We should use

         22  our offices as bully-pulpits to advocate positions

         23  and move issues within our jurisdiction and beyond,

         24  but when you take it and reduce it to writing and

         25  make it part of the institution, I think that's when
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          2  it's problematic.

          3                 So, our objection in the Republican

          4  Delegation isn't on the fact that folks in the body

          5  want to criticize the NRA necessarily, but it's

          6  consistent with the longstanding problem we've had

          7  with resolutions.

          8                 And I agree with Tony, this is

          9  absolutely appropriate for our colleagues to take to

         10  the steps of City Hall and object. We feel that it

         11  shouldn't be reduced to writing and made part of the

         12  body and resolution. That's why we're opposing it.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         14  nobody else, we'll vote on the resolution.

         15                 All in favor? I'm sorry, I thought I

         16  could get through all three at once.

         17                 Resolution 11-A, all in favor?

         18                 Opposed?

         19                 The ayes have it.

         20                 Resolution 123-A. All in favor?

         21                 Opposed?

         22                 The ayes have it.

         23                 Resolution 177. All in favor?

         24                 Opposed?

         25                 The ayes have it.
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          2                 General Discussion.

          3                 Council Member Barron.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

          5  Madam Chair.

          6                 I heard two State of the City

          7  Addresses this year, and neither one of them

          8  addressed an extreme emergency in this City and that

          9  is the 50 percent unemployment rate of black males.

         10  That is a crises. I think the City Council should

         11  take it on as a crises. I have a resolution in that

         12  we should support some kind of financial addressing

         13  of this serious, serious problem.

         14                 In that, we're calling for an

         15  emergency meeting.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         17  please.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: We're calling

         19  for an emergency meeting on this Saturday at the

         20  House of the Lord Church, Reverend Herbert Daltry's

         21  church, located at 415 Atlantic Avenue, between Bond

         22  and Nevins in Brooklyn, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00

         23  noon. It is an emergency, a crises. When one out of

         24  every two black males are unemployed in a City such

         25  as ours, that is an unacceptable crises, it should
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          2  be given the same attention, budgetary

          3  considerations, as other crises are given in this

          4  City.

          5                 So, I'm urging the City Council to

          6  take it on as a crises, not to stay silent on it, do

          7  something about it. We can address a very serious

          8  issue in our communities, and that's black male

          9  unemployment.

         10                 We have an unemployment problem

         11  between all of us are unemployed at a high level in

         12  our communities, but the black males are to the tune

         13  of 50 percent. That should be a crises for everybody

         14  in this City, and I'm calling on us to come on out

         15  on Saturday. Even if you drop by for a minute to

         16  show that you're concerned, we're going to come out

         17  of that with an action agenda, and that's once again

         18  this Saturday, the 13th, from 9:00 to 12:00 at

         19  Reverend Herbert Daltry's church, 415 Atlantic

         20  Avenue, between Bond and Nevins.

         21                 Thank you very much.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         23  Member Gennaro.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Madam Public

         25  Advocate, I didn't seek to be recognized. So, maybe
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          2  it was a mistake.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: We did,

          4  sorry.

          5                 Council Member Weprin.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you,

          7  Madam Public Advocate.

          8                 A firefighter can serve on a co-op

          9  board. A sanitation worker can volunteer at a local

         10  fire district board, yet New York City police

         11  officers are prohibited for holding such positions.

         12                 Today I have introduced Intro. No.

         13  283 which would eliminate this inequity. And I urge

         14  my colleagues to join me in that bill.

         15                 As long as it doesn't interfere with

         16  their duties, why shouldn't police officers be

         17  allowed to volunteer in their communities in their

         18  spare time.

         19                 This legislation will provide parity

         20  for New York City Police Officers with other

         21  departments throughout the City. It will promote

         22  service and activism in the communities where they

         23  reside. This legislation is supported by the PBA,

         24  the Captains Endowment Association, the Lieutenants'

         25  Benevolent Association, and the Lieutenants'

                                                            80

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Endowment Association.

          3                 I urge my colleagues to support it.

          4                 Additionally, I want to urge all of

          5  you to support Intro. No. 272, co-sponsored by

          6  Councilman Monserrate and myself, which would extend

          7  the moratorium on the City issuing violations to

          8  merchants with store awnings based on an outdated

          9  1962 ordinance.

         10                 This moratorium would allow proper

         11  legislation to be developed, to treat awnings like

         12  other storefront signs, and prevent mom and pop

         13  shops from being prosecuted with owners'

         14  requirements and fines -- persecuted with owners'

         15  requires and fines.

         16                 I look forward to working with all of

         17  you to develop this new ordinance that will protect

         18  our neighborhood shop keepers while urging you to

         19  support this, that will give us time to fix this

         20  problem correctly. Thank you.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         22  Member Jennings.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Pass.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member Comrie.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Madam Public

          3  Advocate, I'm rising to reintroduce seven pieces of

          4  legislation today, so I might go over. I'm going to

          5  ask for your indulgence for one minute.

          6                 Intro. 250 regarding requiring --

          7  would require the truck drivers the supply of a

          8  color coding map, certifying legal truck routes.

          9  This would permit all police, not just those

         10  assigned to the truck division, to give violations

         11  to drivers off their routes. There are presently

         12  only 14 police officers assigned to this, and it's

         13  plagued, it's really harming our City's quality of

         14  life. The DOT is engaged in a Citywide truck traffic

         15  survey, and we expect that this legislation will be

         16  voted this year.

         17                 Intro. 251 would have the City's

         18  Department of Environmental Protection pay for the

         19  leakages in service pipes. This would alleviate

         20  burdens on many homeowners who now have to pay

         21  sometimes up to $5,000 within 48 hours to repair

         22  pipes because of defective service pipes. Especially

         23  in Queens where we have a high water table.

         24                 This bill would allow that to be

         25  prorated by DEP that could come out and do these
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          2  services, and not have a homeowner have to come up

          3  with emergency loan in a short period of time.

          4                 Intro. 252, which would license

          5  demolition contractors ensuring that applicants have

          6  extensive experience in demolition, as well as the

          7  necessary professional training.

          8                 This would reduce the numerous

          9  accidents and the fatalities that have been at the

         10  sites of demolition work, and currently there is no

         11  requirement to have demolition companies to even

         12  meet the safety standards on a work site, or even

         13  supply records of their work experience. Licensing

         14  these contractors would help.

         15                 Intro. 253 would also require the

         16  trained construction site safety coordinators are

         17  assigned to demolition sites. These again would

         18  increase safety at these locations.

         19                 Intro. 254 would require the

         20  establishment of an interagency task force that in

         21  effect would coordinate the work of the Department

         22  of Buildings, DEP, Environmental Protection, HPD,

         23  Sanitation, New York City Police and Fire

         24  Department, regarding unsafe buildings.

         25                 My last intro, Intro. 255, would
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          2  require that any person appointed to a Board or

          3  Commission in New York City is a New York City

          4  resident.

          5                 And the last piece --

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I'm sorry.

          8  Intro. 256, which deals with the establishment of a

          9  computerized database, which would alert agency

         10  officials and other agencies regarding the storing

         11  and handling of hazardous waste sites.

         12                 All important legislation. Sorry,

         13  Madam Public Advocate. Thank you very much.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  Member Reed.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you, Madam

         17  Public Advocate.

         18                 I would like to offer to my

         19  colleagues to look at Intro. 279. It's a local law

         20  to amend the Administrative Code in relations to

         21  providing reasonable reimbursement to participate in

         22  the campaign finance program for costs associated

         23  with post-election audits. Many of us, whether we've

         24  been successful in running for office or not, found

         25  ourselves sometimes six months, sometimes two years
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          2  after the election being required by the Campaign

          3  Finance Board to go into an extensive audit.

          4  Campaign Finance Board has not indicated that they

          5  have any responsibility for paying for it.

          6                 Most candidates go in office, don't

          7  have the resources to pay to respond to the audit

          8  and then they find themselves in violation.

          9                 I don't think there's anything wrong

         10  with asking the Campaign Finance Board to reimburse

         11  those people reasonable costs to respond to the

         12  audit that they want after they had you zero out

         13  your account.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member Lopez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Thank you,

         18  Madam Borough President. I'm sorry.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Excuse me?

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I called you

         21  something else. I'm very sorry. My apologies. I

         22  thought that you were the Borough President. I don't

         23  know why. I apologize.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: You don't

         25  have to apologize.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I stood up to

          3  speak on the question of Reso 202. I want to call

          4  the attention to each and every one of my

          5  colleagues. Yesterday in my district one more time,

          6  two dogs has been electric shocked in my district.

          7  One more time. One more time we're dealing with Con

          8  Edison lying to this Council and lying to all of us

          9  in New York City.

         10                 They came here, they testified, they

         11  said that they inspected every manhole that existed

         12  in the City of New York and that no more we have to

         13  be worried of walking on the street.

         14                 Yesterday night at 9:00 two different

         15  owners of dogs in my district got shocked in the

         16  dogs, and the only reason nothing happened to them

         17  is because they have rubber shoes. When this is

         18  going to stop?

         19                 I'm going to ask the Council, please

         20  pass the resolution and the piece of legislation

         21  that I have put to force Con Edison to protect our

         22  life and our safety.

         23                 The second thing that I am standing

         24  for is Reso 203. The President of the United States,

         25  George Walker Bush, has decided to destroy Section 8
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          2  in our country. Section had been the program that

          3  provide affordable housing where affordable housing

          4  was not developed or existed before.

          5                 Right now he's trying to create block

          6  grants to send to the different localities and allow

          7  those block grants then to be in the hands of the

          8  Governor and decide whatever he wants to with that

          9  money.

         10                 We cannot allow that. We have to stop

         11  that proposal, and I'm asking everybody to sign to

         12  the resolution 203 and 202.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  Member Gallagher.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Thank you,

         17  Madam Public Advocate.

         18                 I rise today to talk about the League

         19  of Conservation Voters.

         20                 I was shocked when I opened up my

         21  mail and I received a score card of my colleagues in

         22  the City Council ranging from 18, most of us in and

         23  around 27 or 36, even though every one of us had 100

         24  percent actual voting record on the issues of

         25  concern to the League of Conservation Voters.
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          2                 Apparently their decision process is

          3  to rate Council Members based upon bills that have

          4  been introduced and not on the actual voting record.

          5  Not on the fact that we work in districts where we

          6  put substantial money into parks, not on the fact

          7  that my colleagues like Melinda Katz and I were able

          8  to take a 6.2 acre parcel in Queens and change it

          9  from an overdeveloped property with a Home Depot and

         10  a bank and a storage facility, which will now be a

         11  beautiful park. The League of Conservation Voters

         12  decides not to evaluate Council Members on that

         13  decision.

         14                 Well, I decided to do a little report

         15  card of my own and a little score card of my own.

         16  And it's right here. And I'm asking my colleagues to

         17  sign onto it.

         18                 This is Council Member Gallagher's

         19  legislative score card for the lobbyist, the New

         20  York League of Conservation Voters. And I want to

         21  tell you right now, that for the understanding of

         22  the legislative process, I have given them an F. And

         23  for working well with elected officials, I again

         24  have given them an F.

         25                 I also have on the bottom an ability
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          2  for you to sign on, like many of my colleagues

          3  already have, so that I can deliver this to them and

          4  let them know what we did about their legislative

          5  score card.

          6                 So, thank you very much for this

          7  time, Madam Public Advocate.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member Dilan.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Thank you,

         11  Madam Public Advocate. That was a source of comic

         12  relief. I thought it was great.

         13                 I'm going to do something that I

         14  rarely do. I just rise to respond to a newspaper

         15  article by The Post, written by Frankie Adozian

         16  (phonetic). It's titled "The Power of Five," and it

         17  shows the work of five of my colleagues, five Puerto

         18  Rican and Dominican women, Latino women, who serve

         19  in this body, and it puts them in a great light. I

         20  thought it was a great article.

         21                 It shows their background and their

         22  history and I encourage everybody to take a look.

         23  But it's too bad Frankie is not here, because I

         24  would have told him, Frankie, if you ever want to

         25  get in trouble with five Hispanic women, you can
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          2  publish their age in the paper for the entire City

          3  to see.

          4                 Other than that, I thought the

          5  article was great. Thank you.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          7  Member Brewer.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

          9  much.

         10                 I want to mention that the Technology

         11  Committee is going to go to Brooklyn and Queens in

         12  the month of April and May, and we will be working

         13  with the Small Business Committee to figure out ways

         14  in which there could be more fiber in the Borough of

         15  Brooklyn and Queens to enable some of the small

         16  business to have more access to faster connections.

         17                 So, anybody from those boroughs who

         18  would like to work with some of the merchants or

         19  small businesses in their neighborhood, please let

         20  us know.

         21                 Thank you very much.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         23  Member Perkins.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         25  very much.
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          2                 At the last Stated Meeting, you may

          3  recall that I made an announcement regarding Colon

          4  Cancer Awareness Month, and to encourage my

          5  colleagues and everybody in the City to get a

          6  colonoscopy if they are 50 years or older, and/or if

          7  they have a history in their family, at 40 years or

          8  older, and especially encouraging black men, and as

          9  a matter of fact, I commended my colleague Leroy

         10  Comrie for having taken the bold step of getting his

         11  butt checked.

         12                 Now, last week I had a press

         13  conference at Harlem Hospital at which it was a very

         14  successful press conference and Commissioner Frieden

         15  was there and announced an initiative in which

         16  several hospitals, Harlem Hospital, North General

         17  Hospital, as well as Metropolitan Hospital, would be

         18  providing free screenings for those who are

         19  interested in getting the colonoscopy. I want to

         20  announce that several members of the Council have

         21  decided to be a part of a delegation. Amongst them

         22  are Council Member Bob Jackson, as well as Council

         23  Member Charles Barron, will be part of a delegation

         24  that will be getting the colonscopies before the end

         25  of the month.
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          2                 You know, Commissioner Frieden in his

          3  remarks put it a different way, which I won't say,

          4  but, again, he was very, very encouraging to folks

          5  to do this, and so we are soliciting other members

          6  of this Council, primarily black men, but not only

          7  black men, anybody male or female, to please save

          8  your life and encourage others to save your lives by

          9  taking this test. Because it is one cancer that is

         10  curable and actually preventable.

         11                 So, don't forget Colon Cancer

         12  Awareness Month and get yourself checked. Thank you

         13  very much. Get your butt checked.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  Member Clarke.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

         17  Madam Public Advocate. I just wanted to add my voice

         18  and my signature to Resolution 198, that has been

         19  submitted by Council Member Barron. I think that we

         20  really need to examine in this City in the 21st

         21  century the obvious fact that half of the black

         22  population, the male population in this City is

         23  severely and chronically underemployed.

         24                 There is no reason that this City

         25  should not be making every effort to change this
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          2  situation.

          3                 This means that communities of color,

          4  as we've been saying throughout the years here, are

          5  severely under-developed because half of the

          6  population remains chronically unemployed. That

          7  should be unacceptable to all of us, because as a

          8  City indeed we are interdependent upon one another.

          9  And I will be working with Council Member Barron and

         10  other colleagues to really address and focus in on

         11  this issue. This is not something that should be

         12  tolerated in this day and age, and it's a reflection

         13  of where we are as a City and as a State and as a

         14  nation, when you have 50 percent unemployment in the

         15  black male population. Thank you very much, Madam

         16  Public Advocate.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  Member Martinez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         20  Madam Public Advocate.

         21                 Madam Public Advocate, I rise to ask

         22  for the support of my colleagues on Resolution 204.

         23  Resolution 204 is a resolution that calls on the

         24  State legislators to change on the school reform act

         25  in which unfortunately school choice still is a
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          2  problem to many of the parents in the public school

          3  system.

          4                 As you are aware, with the school

          5  reforms, the school districts were eliminated and

          6  the creation of regions was established, in which

          7  now they are composed of one or two or three

          8  districts. However, the parents do not have the

          9  choice of selecting the schools within the region.

         10  They are still bound by the old school district

         11  boundary line. That needs to change. We need to

         12  allow our parents to have free choice in which to

         13  register and enroll their children. As you are

         14  aware, there are many articles and many reports,

         15  especially in New York 1, in which they highlighted

         16  the fact that many of our schools system and school

         17  district and school regents are still very much

         18  segregated, and they also highlighted that as a

         19  result of that, many of the children that are

         20  failing in schools are in schools that are

         21  overcrowded and schools in which many of the

         22  children, our children, children of color are

         23  attending.

         24                 I believe that by eliminating that

         25  provision in the reform and allowing inter-school
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          2  districts to allow kids to register in these

          3  schools, we will eliminate that part of the problem

          4  that we're having by not allowing our children to

          5  register within school districts in the region.

          6                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  Member Gentile.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Thank you,

         10  Madam Public Advocate.

         11                 Just this week it was announced that

         12  the official 9/11 memorial for the Borough of

         13  Brooklyn would be constructed and erected in my

         14  district on the 69th Street Pier, and today, in

         15  Intro. 281, I, along with my other colleagues, have

         16  put in names of street changes and in the names that

         17  I have submitted, I am submitting for the first time

         18  9/11 victims that represent the Bayridge, Dyker

         19  Heights area, Community Board 10.

         20                 And I mark that because of some

         21  problems that had we had in that district in terms

         22  of getting these names forward to the Council. So, I

         23  look forward to the day very soon that I will be

         24  able to mark those streets Jude Safi 9/11 Memorial

         25  Way; Elaine Cillo 9/11 Memorial Way; Donald Richard
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          2  Gavigan, Jr. 9/11 Memorial Way; Suzanne Geraty 9/11

          3  Memorial Way; Constantine "Gus" Economos 9/11

          4  Memorial Way; and Muriel Siskopoulos 9/11 Memorial

          5  Way.

          6                 Thank you, Madam Advocate.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  Member Monserrate.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Thank you,

         10  Madam Chair.

         11                 Just very briefly, I wanted to bring

         12  my colleagues to the awareness of Intro. 272, which

         13  deals with the awnings and signs issues here in the

         14  City of New York.

         15                 We know last year we passed a

         16  six-month moratorium and we need an extension, so I

         17  ask my colleagues to sign on. Thank you very much.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member Nelson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you,

         21  Madam Public Advocate.

         22                 It's not reassuring to know that

         23  right now, as we speak in this Chamber, there could

         24  be somebody just dobbing a swastika on somebody's

         25  private property, and if they get caught it's a
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          2  misdemeanor, really nothing much occurs.

          3                 Now, this is a symbol of historical

          4  significance, and it's used to intimidate, and it

          5  should not just be a misdemeanor. So, I am asking my

          6  colleagues to join me in this resolution supporting

          7  Assemblymember Colton's legislation in the Assembly,

          8  which would make this a Class E felony, and that

          9  would include the burning of a cross, as a matter of

         10  fact, in public. And they'll decipher whether it's

         11  constitutional or not under the circumstances that

         12  go with screaming fire in a theater.

         13                 We can't be tolerant towards these

         14  type of crimes. It's getting all too prolific, and

         15  since there is no real sanction against it at

         16  present, we can't hope for it to be diminished as it

         17  is. So, I appreciate my colleagues looking into Reso

         18  206 and supporting it.

         19                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         21  Member Foster.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Thank you very

         23  much.

         24                 I stand today to just bring your

         25  attention to Intro. 199, which I introduced along
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          2  with Phil Reed, which is calling on the Governor and

          3  the State Senate to raise the minimum wage from 5.15

          4  to 7.10.  Currently in New York City over 300,000

          5  New York City residents make the minimum wage, and

          6  over 700,000 in New York State. This is something

          7  that's very important obviously to poorer

          8  communities and communities of color, and I look

          9  forward to the hearing being held and the Civil

         10  Service and Labor, and I urge all of us to attend,

         11  because this is something that affects New York City

         12  and all of our constituents.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  Member DeBlasio.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

         17  Madam Public Advocate.

         18                 I just wanted to amen the statement

         19  of Council Member Lopez regarding Resolution 203.

         20  This has a huge impact, this issue, on the City of

         21  New York. I'm a former Regional Director for the US

         22  Department of Housing and Urban Development, and I

         23  saw the impact that the Section 8 program has on New

         24  York City firsthand, and literally, of all the

         25  federal programs out there, it is one of the most
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          2  important in terms of the daily lives of New

          3  Yorkers, providing reasonably cost affordable

          4  housing through a system that works. It's really a

          5  public/private partnership that works.

          6                 And I have to say through all types

          7  of administrations, Republican, Democrat,

          8  conservative, liberal, this program has worked, and

          9  it's been supported and it's very unfortunate the

         10  Bush Administration is now trying to fundamentally

         11  undermine the Section of the Program by block

         12  granting it.

         13                 I think it will have a huge negative

         14  impact on New York City, and it will really

         15  undermined our struggling efforts to create

         16  affordable housing. I think all of us should stand

         17  up against the Administration on this issue. Thank

         18  you.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         20  Member Vann.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Thank you, Madam

         22  Public Advocate.

         23                 I only wish to thank my colleagues

         24  who could find time this morning, including

         25  yourself, Madam Public Advocate, to come by the
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          2  program we had for Harriet Tubman in my community.

          3                 We had a couple of hundred school

          4  children who were there and 300 leaders and citizens

          5  of our community, and the challenge that we got, the

          6  impassioned challenge from Regent Sanford and the

          7  resurrection of Harriet Tubman, Harriet Tubman came,

          8  she paid a visit and she challenged and gave

          9  direction, I would dare say that all were there were

         10  really impacted by the experience.

         11                 And, again, I thank my colleagues who

         12  were able to make it, and I further thank my

         13  colleagues who I know will be supporting what was

         14  introduced today, the renaming, or the co-naming I

         15  should say, of the entire length of Fulton Street to

         16  become Harriet Tubman Avenue.

         17                 Thank you. Have a great day.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member James.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: I rise today to

         21  add my voice to the Coalition of Consciousness to

         22  again, to address the high unemployment rate of

         23  black men in New York City, 50 percent, one out of

         24  every two black men is unemployed, and that we again

         25  commit ourselves to a local hiring plan on all
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          2  development in the City of New York, specifically

          3  all of the development in downtown Brooklyn and in

          4  my district.

          5                 I also join in support in the

          6  co-naming of Fulton Street Harriet Tubman Avenue in

          7  support and celebration of this American heroine. In

          8  addition to that, in opposition to the federal

          9  government block granting Mitchell Lama.

         10                 Let me also add that I invite all of

         11  you to join me as we go forward in a community

         12  planning process consistent with the Charter of

         13  197-A, as the community comes together to plan for

         14  the development of the Atlantic Yards Project,

         15  absent -- this is a plan being put forth by the

         16  community to develop the Atlantic Yards Project

         17  consistent with the wishes of the community, not

         18  consistent with the wishes of a developer who has a

         19  lot of mighty friends.

         20                 Thank you.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         22  Member Oddo.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I would just

         24  like to add an exclamation point to the excellent

         25  presentation by my colleague Dennis Gallagher in
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          2  reference to the New York League of Conservation

          3  Voters.

          4                 I actually had sent a letter out last

          5  month to them and I said to them, it must be nice to

          6  put conservation in your name, call yourself an

          7  environmental group, sit in judgment of elected

          8  officials' "records" and selectively practice

          9  environmental justice. And I just want to point out

         10  one thing very briefly. Our beloved, the learned,

         11  the honorable Gifford Miller, Speaker of the City

         12  Council, the author of the Good Wood Bill and many

         13  other fine environmental things, received a rating

         14  of 45. And we're having a little humor, a little fun

         15  with this today, but it really is unfair.

         16                 If you want to criticize us for our

         17  records, then look at our records, but don't tell us

         18  that we're bad on the environment because we refuse

         19  to or we fail to add our name as a sponsor to a

         20  particular bill. It really is outrageous, and,

         21  frankly, it cuts their own credibility and I think

         22  undercuts the environmental movement.

         23                 To tell me that people like Jim

         24  Gennaro and other members of this body, all of us,

         25  frankly, are bad on the environment -- I look down
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          2  this list I see 27s and 18s and 36s, and that's a

          3  joke. So, although we had some fun with it, I think

          4  Council Member Gallagher's point is a good one, and

          5  we should consider that and let the folks at the New

          6  York League of Conservation Voters know what we

          7  think of their ratings.

          8                 Thank you.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Excuse me.

         10  Council Member Vann didn't quite finish his time.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Thank you, Madam

         12  Public Advocate, for it was a comma, not a period,

         13  and I appreciate that. But I wanted to mention that

         14  there is still not justice for Timothy Sansbury,

         15  Jr., and we are still in pursuit of justice. And

         16  I've been in touch with the Congressman Rengal and

         17  the New York Delegation our Congressional

         18  Delegation, I've been in touch with the New York

         19  State Black and Puerto Rican and Latino Caucus, and

         20  I call upon all of my colleagues here, in particular

         21  our caucus members, we will probably do a press

         22  conference on Monday morning, because we feel that

         23  this issue has to be addressed, both on a

         24  congressional level, and of course on the City

         25  level, and I'm sure the State is looking at whether
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          2  or not there should be some alternative to District

          3  Attorneys prosecuting police officers.

          4                 So, we must keep that issue alive, we

          5  must prevail, we must pursue justice. So, on Monday,

          6  11:00, I think we'll have a three level government

          7  press conference to address this issue.

          8                 Thank you.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         10  nobody else, meeting of March 10th is adjourned.

         11                 (Hearing concluded at 3:30 p.m.)

         12

         13

         14

         15

         16

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

         25

                                                            104

          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 10th day of March 2004.

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

                                   ---------------------

         25                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.

                                                            105

          1

          2             C E R T I F I C A T I O N

          3

          4

          5

          6

          7

          8

          9            I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified Shorthand

         10  Reporter and a Notary Public in and for the State of

         11  New York, do hereby certify the aforesaid to be a

         12  true and accurate copy of the transcription of the

         13  audio tapes of this hearing.

         14

         15

         16

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24                 -----------------------

                              CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.

         25

