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          1  STATE AND FEDERAL LEGISLATION

          2                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA: I am Joel Rivera,

          3  Chair of this Committee. First I'd like to introduce

          4  my colleagues who are here today. On my left we have

          5  Council Member Lew Fidler from Brooklyn, Council

          6  Member Joe Addabbo, and to my right we have Council

          7  Member Mike McMahon and Councilwoman Maria Baez from

          8  the Bronx, as well as Councilwoman Helen Sears from

          9  Queens, as well.

         10                 We are here today to vote on

         11  Resolution 123-A, which was first introduced by

         12  Speaker Miller and myself on February 26th, 2004.

         13                 With this resolution, the New York

         14  City Council joins the City Councils of Chicago and

         15  Los Angeles in calling upon the President and

         16  Congress to allocate homeland security and urban

         17  area security in a way that ignores political

         18  agendas and instead focuses on distributing funds to

         19  areas of the greatest needs.

         20                 On September 11th, 2001, the United

         21  States of America suffered a most horrific terrorist

         22  attack when two passenger planes crashed into the

         23  World Trade Center here in Lower Manhattan.

         24                 Subsequent to that terrible event,

         25  the federal government began to distribute funds to
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          2  assist localities with protecting against future

          3  terrorist attacks.

          4                 While the federal funds have indeed

          5  assisted with our fight against terrorism, those

          6  funds have been inequitably distributed and

          7  insufficient to meet the needs of large high-risk

          8  urban areas such as New York City.

          9                 For example, under one federal

         10  program the Federal Fire Act and Grant Program, New

         11  York City receives .09 cents per capita in security

         12  funding. Chicago receives a little less than a

         13  quarter, about 24 cents per capita, and Los Angeles

         14  receives about 20 cents per capita.

         15                 However, the City of Odessa, Texas,

         16  with a population of less than 91,000 receives $8.25

         17  per capita. Clearly, high risk urban areas are being

         18  short-changed.

         19                 In addition, just yesterday, March

         20  9th, 2004, the New York City Police Commissioner

         21  testified that federal funding has been insufficient

         22  in New York City. For Fiscal Year 2003 alone, the

         23  cost to the NYPD for Council terrorism-related

         24  activities was over $201 million. The federal

         25  reimbursed only $29.7 million of those funds.
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          2                 Again, the federal funds are utterly

          3  insufficient to meet the needs of high-risk urban

          4  areas such as New York City.

          5                 Today the New York City has joined

          6  other high-risk urban cities in calling upon the

          7  President and Congress to equitably fund localities

          8  with the greatest need for protection.

          9                 Council Member Vincent Gentile has

         10  joined us as well.

         11                 At this point we're not going to be

         12  taking testimony, but if any of my colleagues on the

         13  Committee have any questions or any statements on

         14  this issue, feel free to proceed.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Yes. Thank you

         16  very much, Mr. Chair, for having this issue and

         17  bringing it to us today.

         18                 I just wish to say that this is such

         19  a critical item, and that the only way I think we

         20  are going to have anything is if we really truly

         21  speak out and advocate very strongly. And this is

         22  one way of doing it.

         23                 So, hopefully the entire Council will

         24  go along with that. So, thank you.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA: Thank you.
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          2                 Council Member Addabbo.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Thank you,

          4  Mr. Chair.

          5                 I do think this is a fine resolution.

          6  I think one of the most important words in it is

          7  "fair" or "fairly," and I think that's what we've

          8  been stressing over the years, that New York should

          9  be treated as fairly as throughout the country, and

         10  I do support this resolution strongly. Thank you.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA: Thank you.

         12                 Council Member Fidler.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Yes, Mr.

         14  Chairman, after 9/11, for about 30 days I think the

         15  entire country really meant it when they said they

         16  loved New York, and I think, quite frankly, they've

         17  gone back to forgetting that we're the front line.

         18                 I think the money grab that is

         19  evident in the homeland security distribution should

         20  be the topic of a shame on you segment on TV because

         21  they know darn well that they don't need this money

         22  in Wyoming the way we need it here in New York, and

         23  I think this resolution is very, very appropriate

         24  and I'm very glad to be a co-sponsor of it.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA: Thank you.
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          2                 Seeing no other statements, I

          3  recommend an aye vote on the passage of this

          4  resolution.

          5                 May the clerk call the roll.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: I vote aye

         10  and request to be added as a sponsor to this

         11  resolution 123-A. Thank you.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of seven in

         23  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         24  abstentions, the item is adopted.

         25                 Council members, please sign the
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          2  Committee report.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA: Meeting is

          4  adjourned.

          5                 (Hearing concluded at 10:43 a.m.)
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          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 10th day of March 2004.
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         25                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.
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