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T H E  C O U N C I L
REPORT OF THE HUMAN SERVICES DIVISION

COMMITTEE ON STATE AND FEDERAL LEGISLATION

Hon. Joel Rivera, Chair

SLR 113:

By: Rivera                                                                                            

S.7159

By:  Velella

A.11042
By:  Committee on Rules

TITLE:
AN ACT to amend the administrative code of the city of New York and the retirement and social security law, in relation to providing improved ordinary death benefits to emergency medical technicians employed in the city of New York.
BACKGROUND:


According to the Sponsor’s Memorandum in Support (MOU), this bill would provide ordinary death benefits to emergency medical technicians (EMT), paramedics and their supervisors at the same level available to other New York City Fire Department (FDNY) first-responders who joined the department at the same time, as well as to city sanitation workers, and police and correction officers.  There are approximately, 3,000 Emergency Medical Technicians (EMT), paramedics and their supervisors working with the New York City Fire Department (FDNY).  These workers respond to almost 2 million emergency calls per year.  Currently, FDNY EMT’s and paramedics work alongside city firefighters and police officers in conditions of great danger and stress, yet are only entitled to the same death benefits as city employees in low risk jobs. 

PROPOSED LEGISLATION:

Section 1 of the bill would amend items iii and iv of subparagraph a of paragraph 2 of section 13-148 of the administrative code of the city of New York to provide that upon the death of a member or a former member of the city’s retirement system, who is employed as an EMT, as an Advanced EMT, or as a supervisor of EMT’s or Advanced EMT’s, there would be paid to that member’s estate or designee a benefit to include the amount of reserve equal to the present value of the pension he or she would have received if he or she had retired and became entitled to a pension on the day immediately preceding his or her death.  Section 2 of the bill would include the amended section iv described above in the list of benefits that would be paid to a designee under subdivision c of section 13-148.  Section 3 of the legislation would amend section 448 of the retirement and social security law to include emergency medical technicians in the list of those eligible for a death benefit under the law.  Section 4 would add a definition of emergency medical technician to section 450 of the retirement and social security law.  

           Section 5 would reletter subdivisions c, d and e of section 606 of the retirement and social security law as subdivisions d, e and f, and add a new subdivision c that would outline the death benefit that would be available to EMT’s, paramedics and their supervisors.  A member of the retirement system would only have to complete a specified period of service, regardless of age.  The benefit would be equal to three times the member’s salary raised to the next highest multiple of one thousand dollars, but no higher than three times the maximum salary specified in the civil service law.  Beneficiaries may also elect to receive a lump sum payment in amount equal to the pension reserve that would have been established had the member retired on the date of his or her death, or the value of the death benefit and the reserve-for-increased-take-home-pay, if any, whichever is greater.  The bill would also hold that if such an EMT, paramedic or supervisor were to die after having retired from service, but before a first payment of a retirement allowance, such person would be deemed to have been in service at the time of his or her death for purposes of this new subdivision only.  In this situation, the pension reserve established pursuant to this paragraph would be determined as of the date of retirement and pension payments payable for the period of time prior to the retiree’s death would be deducted from any benefits payable pursuant to this subdivision.  This subdivision would also include a definition of emergency medical technician for purposes of such subdivision.


FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:
See Council Finance Division fiscal impact statement.

EFFECTIVE DATE:

This legislation shall take effect immediately, and shall be deemed to have been in full force and effect on and after July 1, 2000.
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