MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT

TITLE:  A LOCAL LAW to amend the New York city charter, in relation to authorizing the department of transportation to extend the date of the operating authority of certain private bus services 

SUMMARY OF PROVISIONS:

This local law would amend subdivision b of section 378 of the New York City Charter to authorize the Department of Transportation, with the approval of the Franchise and Concession Review Committee, to extend the expiration date of any franchise to operate unsubsidized private bus service to a date not later than June 30, 2007.  
REASONS FOR SUPPORT:

The operating authority of two non-subsidized bus services is set to expire on June 30th of this year pursuant to Local Law 71 of 2003.  These include 1) Private One of New York, LLC, d.b.a., New York Airport Service (NYAS) which transports passengers from Grand Central Station to LaGuardia and/or Kennedy Airports; and 2) Private Transportation Corp. (Bus Route B-110) which transports passengers between Williamsburg and Borough Park in Brooklyn.  This local law would ensure that this bus service will be able to continue to operate beyond June 30th.   
The Mayor has made the initial determination of the need for franchises for unsubsidized bus lines providing common carrier service to passengers along designated routes ("bus service") in the City of New York.  The continuation of such franchises will promote the public interest, enhance the health, welfare and safety of the public and stimulate commerce by ensuring the continued availability of unsubsidized private bus service and enhancing the City’s transportation network.  Additionally, no franchisee operating service pursuant to this local law would receive cash operating assistance from City funds.

Accordingly, the Mayor urges the earliest possible favorable consideration of this legislation.
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