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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: We have some special

          3  guests that are here, and I would like to ask

          4  Council Member Brewer to come up and invite them to

          5  come up.

          6                 Council Member Brewer.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Good

          8  afternoon. I'm Gale Brewer, representing the West

          9  Side of Manhattan, and I want to congratulate

         10  Hadassah on its 92nd Anniversary. This is a 92nd

         11  Anniversary Proclamation. There are about 7,000

         12  members in the City of New York, and we're doing

         13  this in particular because Schuler Warren, who I am

         14  privileged to work with and she's at the end there,

         15  her mother, her grandmother, and they are life-long

         16  members of this wonderful organization.

         17                 When Bob Jackson and I, and many

         18  members of Congress went to Israel in August, there

         19  was an unfortunate, horrible, bombing of a bus,

         20  women and children and men killed. And we had

         21  visited the hospitals there, there are two in

         22  Jerusalem the day before, met the social workers,

         23  the wonderful doctors and administrators, and

         24  unfortunately we had to return to meet them again

         25  the next day because they were caring for those
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          2  remaining who were still alive.

          3                 And I will say this, unequivocally,

          4  that if a doctor was running the world, it would be

          5  a better place.

          6                 And in here in New York, of course,

          7  they continue, Hadassah, their incredible work on

          8  health care for women and for families. They've done

          9  a great deal of work on education, and it does say

         10  here that every child should be able to read by

         11  third grade, so I think you should take over the

         12  Department of Education also.

         13                 And I also want to add that they run

         14  camps, and Schuler Warren, who works with me, has

         15  been in their camps for her junior upbringing, and I

         16  will tell you, she's a wonderful human being, so you

         17  did very well with Schuler Warren.

         18                 I'd like to turn it over to the

         19  Speaker.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Well, we are very

         21  honored to have you all here with us today and have

         22  the opportunity to recognize your extraordinary

         23  contributions to the City and to the world, and

         24  before we go further, I'd like to ask the clerk to

         25  read the proclamation.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

          3  of New York, Proclamation.

          4                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          5  New York is proud and pleased to recognize the

          6  members of Hadassah, the Women's Zionist

          7  Organization of America, for their pioneering

          8  efforts in health care, education, and humanitarian

          9  aid, and for their 92 years of service to the people

         10  of New York City, the country, and the entire

         11  international community; and

         12                 Whereas: Hadassah, the Women's

         13  Zionist Organization of America, the largest

         14  Zionist, largest Jewish and largest women's

         15  membership organization in the country, was founded

         16  in 1912 by Henrietta Szold; and

         17                 Whereas: In New York City

         18  metropolitan area, there are more than 6,300

         19  Hadassah members in Manhattan, nearly 6,000 in

         20  Queens, more than 3,300 in Brooklyn, nearly 850 in

         21  the Bronx and more than 150 on Staten Island; and

         22                 Whereas: Throughout its 92-year

         23  history, Hadassah has been a leading force in

         24  Israel's medical needs through the Hadassah Medical

         25  Center in Ein Kerem and the Hadassah University
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          2  Hospital on Mt. Scopus, and various clinics across

          3  the country.

          4                 Hadassah hospitals, in addition to

          5  serving as a model of peaceful coexistence in the

          6  Middle East, provide state-of-the-art health care to

          7  700,000 patients a year - regardless of race,

          8  religion, creed or national origin - and often treat

          9  the most critically wounded in the region's ongoing

         10  conflicts; and

         11                 Whereas: Through the Hadassah College

         12  Jerusalem, the Hadassah Career Counseling Institute,

         13  Youth Villages and Youth at Risk programs and, in

         14  the United States through Young Judaea and the

         15  Hadassah Leadership Academy, hadassah has been

         16  critical in upgrading the educational and learning

         17  opportunities for the Jewish people; and

         18                 Whereas: In New York City and in the

         19  United States, Hadassah women have been actively

         20  engaged in a wide range of health education

         21  programs, including breast cancer and osteoporosis;

         22  voter registration efforts; grassroots advocacy on

         23  US-Israel relations, Jewish communal concerns, and

         24  women's issues; Jewish education; humanitarian

         25  relief to distressed communities and countries; and
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          2  volunteer work in literacy programs and at domestic

          3  violence shelters; and

          4                 Whereas: The international

          5  headquarters of Hadassah is located on the island of

          6  Manhattan in New York City; now, therefore

          7                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          8  City of New York proclaims February 24th, 2004:

          9                 "Hadassah 92nd Anniversary Day".

         10                 In recognition of the continued

         11  efforts of Hadassah members and in recognition of

         12  this important anniversary.

         13                 Signed this 26th day of February in

         14  the year Two Thousand and Four, Gifford Miller,

         15  Speaker for the Entire Council; Gale Brewer, Council

         16  Member, 6th District, Manhattan.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you all so much

         18  for being here and for your service to our City and

         19  our country and the world.

         20                 Ms. Yaeger, would you like to say a

         21  few words on behalf of the Hadassah.

         22                 MS. YAEGER: We gratefully accept this

         23  honor. It's our privilege to be housed on the Island

         24  of Manhattan, and we will continue to go forward

         25  during our good work.
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          2                 Thank you, again.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you so much.

          4  Thank you.

          5                 Council Member Quinn. Council Member

          6  Quinn and I are honoring a very special person and

          7  an extraordinary organization.

          8                 Could we ask Andy Anselmo to come

          9  forward. It is an honor indeed, and I'd like to ask

         10  Council Member Quinn to say a few words first.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Thank you. I'm

         12  very happy to give this proclamation today to

         13  recognize both the organization of Singers Forum,

         14  but also Andy Anselmo individually for the terrific

         15  work over the years that the Singer Forum and you,

         16  yourself, had done to train Singers, but also to

         17  bring arts and creativity to people who might not

         18  otherwise have that privilege and that joy. You go

         19  to schools and senior centers and hospitals all

         20  throughout my district in the City, really bringing

         21  love and joy to people. So this is a small honor to

         22  thank you for all you've done.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: If the clerk can read

         24  the proclamation.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City
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          2  of New York, Proclamation.

          3                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          4  New York is pleased and proud to join Singers Forum

          5  on the official opening of its new home at 49 West

          6  24th Street, and to honor Andy Anselmo for his

          7  enduring contributions to the cultural life of our

          8  City and nation; and

          9                 Whereas: It is the tradition and

         10  great privilege of the New York City council to

         11  honor those individuals who have enriched us with

         12  their efforts, and today we are immensely proud to

         13  honor Mr. Andy Anselmo for his outstanding

         14  contributions to the cultural life of our nation;

         15  and

         16                 Whereas: Anyone familiar with the

         17  world of theatrical performance knows the name of

         18  Andy Anselmo. In addition to being a successful

         19  performer whose career spans Broadway to London's

         20  West End, Mr. Anselmo has made his mark as a master

         21  voice teacher who has added depth and dimension to

         22  the professional lives of stars such as Liza

         23  Minelli, Mandy Patinkin, Regis Philbin, Tony

         24  Bennett, Geraldine Fitzgerald, Alec Baldwin, Joanne

         25  Woodward and Eartha Kitt; and
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          2                 Whereas: Andy Anselmo has

          3  distinguished himself as a tremendous benefactor to

          4  the arts and to culture: In 1978, along with John

          5  Albert Harris, he co-founded Singers Forum, a

          6  training center for the vocal arts that emphasized

          7  bel canto, a centuries-old method of vocal training

          8  that produces wonderfully expressive singing and

          9  that practically every great singer of the past

         10  studied and used; and

         11                 Whereas: In the past 26 years,

         12  Singers Forum has evolved in strength and purpose to

         13  comprehend all aspects of vocal performance art. It

         14  continues to impart the traditional bel canto

         15  technique while teaching singers the very best in

         16  performing styles and skills, including cabaret and

         17  jazz styling, arranging, piano, and music theory;

         18  and

         19                 Whereas: Under Andy Anselmo's dynamic

         20  leadership and creative vision, Singers Forum has

         21  greatly served the community: Its Senior Outreach

         22  Program provides free performances at senior

         23  centers, hospitals and nursing homes across the

         24  City; and

         25                 Whereas: Andy Anselmo has truly
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          2  enhanced our City with his presence and

          3  accomplishment and it is with the deepest gratitude

          4  of this legislative body that we honor him today;

          5  now, therefore,

          6                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          7  City of New York honors ANDY ANSELMO for his

          8  extraordinary contributions to the City and the

          9  cultural community.

         10                 Signed this 26th day of February in

         11  the year Two Thousand and Four, Gifford Miller,

         12  Speaker for the Entire Council; Christine Quinn,

         13  Council Member, 3rd District, Manhattan.

         14                 MR. ANSELMO: Thank you so much. This

         15  is my 25th anniversary and my 80th Birthday. This is

         16  a wonderful, wonderful gift to receive. Thank you

         17  all so much.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you all very

         19  much for being here.

         20                 Council Member Yvette Clarke has an

         21  extremely special guest here. And she's going to

         22  come forward and then bring him forward. Bring up

         23  Mr. Parks.

         24                 Council Member Clarke, it's your

         25  honor.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you very

          3  much, Mr. Speaker.

          4                 It's certainly my honor, my

          5  privilege, to my colleagues and everyone assembled

          6  here, in the closing of Black History Month to bring

          7  before you the honorable Mr. Gordon Parks.

          8                 Gordon Parks is a life-long legacy

          9  here in the United States of America, but we've

         10  embraced him in New York in particular, because of

         11  his photography, his telling the story of the

         12  African-American experience, his work in Life

         13  Magazine.  The list goes on and on. But to bring a

         14  very human element to this, I was just talking with

         15  Mr. Parks, and he says to me, "you know, I have

         16  three children, I have five grandchildren, and five

         17  great grandchildren." So, that in itself tells a

         18  story of a man who rose from very harsh

         19  circumstances to be embraced, not only here in the

         20  United States, but internationally for the work that

         21  he has done in telling the story of the

         22  African-American experience.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: If the Clerk could

         24  read the proclamation.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City
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          2  of New York, Proclamation.

          3                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          4  New York is pleased and proud to join family,

          5  friends and distinguished community members in

          6  honoring Gordon Parks for his enduring cultural

          7  legacy; and

          8                 Whereas: Gordon Parks is

          9  world-renowned photographer whose work over the past

         10  six and a half decades has not only informed and

         11  strengthened our understanding of society, but has

         12  added depth and dimension to the African-American

         13  experience; and

         14                 Whereas: While best known for his

         15  photographs, Gordon Parks has distinguished himself

         16  in a number of creative fields. He is a man who

         17  overcame obstacles of poverty and discrimination on

         18  the way to significant accomplishments as a poet,

         19  author, composer and film maker; and

         20                 Whereas: Through his photographs

         21  Gordon Parks has fore-grounded important social

         22  issues, such as the plight of urban working people,

         23  gang violence, segregation, and the civil rights

         24  movement. He has also created exceptional

         25  photographic records of figures such as Malcolm X,
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          2  Muhammad Ali and Duke Ellington; and

          3                 Whereas: As a witness and a

          4  storyteller, Gordon Parks has used the camera to

          5  document -- as well as to discover and explore --

          6  our lives. From the photographs he took in the 1940s

          7  with the Farm Security Administration to his later

          8  body of work while a photojournalist with Life

          9  Magazine, he has used camera as a tool to challenge

         10  our habitual ways of seeing; his work stands as

         11  personal recollection and as an expansive and

         12  lyrical examination of the world around us; and

         13                 Whereas: Gordon Parks is an artist

         14  whose work has increased the potential of our

         15  moments; his photographs reveal the lives of his

         16  subjects in ways that are compelling and luminous in

         17  their emotional honesty; and are among the iconic

         18  images of the 20th century; and

         19                 Whereas: Today, we honor Gordon Parks

         20  for the extraordinary artistic legacy which he's

         21  bestowed upon us -- one which speaks to our origins,

         22  who we are, and where it is we're heading. Through

         23  his photographs, he has shed light on the history

         24  and heritage of African-Americans and has added to

         25  our present day expressions of social and cultural
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          2  significance; now, therefore

          3                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          4  City of New York honors GORDON PARKS for his

          5  extraordinary contributions in the year Two Thousand

          6  and Four, Gifford Miller, Speaker for the Entire

          7  Council; Yvette D. Clarke, Council Member, 40th

          8  District, Brooklyn.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Mr. Parks, you truly

         10  do us an honor by joining us here today, and we

         11  thank you so much for your contributions to our City

         12  and our nation and the world, and we would be very

         13  honored if you would say a few worlds.

         14                 MR. PARKS: I'm just terribly happy to

         15  be honored like this. You know, I waited a long

         16  time. I came from a little spot in Kansas where the

         17  teachers told me, my instructors said, you know,

         18  don't waste your family's money trying to go to

         19  college, because you're a black student, you're

         20  going to wind up as a porter. I wish Mr. McClenick

         21  were here today.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: That's right.

         23                 MR. PARKS: To witness this, and to

         24  have been present when I got my 56th doctorate.

         25                 So, I'm awfully, awfully happy to be
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          2  here today, and I'm very proud sweetheart, and I'd

          3  like to come back again as a member of this place.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: All right. Well, I am

          5  term limited, so there's an open seat on the East

          6  Side, I can tell you that.

          7                 Council Member McMahon, I know you

          8  have a special guest with us as well. We'd like to

          9  honor him and his family, but we'll keep it down

         10  since some of them are sleeping.

         11                 Council Member Oddo and Council

         12  Member Lanza. Council Member McMahon, if you want to

         13  introduce our guest.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you,

         15  Mr. Speaker.

         16                 Thank you to all of my colleagues,

         17  and hello to JFK sitting up there. Hi, JFK.

         18                 Mr. Speaker, I tell you probably

         19  every day about what a special place Staten Island

         20  is in the City of New York, and I'd like to tell all

         21  my colleagues a story about a very special Staten

         22  Islander.

         23                 You know, Mr. Speaker, you often told

         24  me that bad things don't happen because of bad

         25  people, bad things happen because good people don't
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          2  try to stop them. And on January 5th of this year,

          3  this gentleman right here, Cono Turchio, he was a

          4  good person who stopped a bad thing from happening.

          5                 Some bullies were on a bus, the S 42.

          6  They had just left IS 61 on the North Shore of

          7  Staten Island, and a young man was in the back of

          8  the bus, a 13-year-old boy, a wonderful boy, who

          9  wanted to be here today but we couldn't arrange it

         10  because of school. And the bullies took a

         11  firecracker and they threw it down inside of his

         12  coat, and the firecracker went off, and started to

         13  set the young boy, his coat, and everything on fire.

         14  And Cono Turchio, a bus driver for the MTA, a quiet

         15  man, who is here with his wife Laura, and his

         16  beautiful baby Conchetta there, who believe it or

         17  not is falling asleep during a City Council

         18  proceeding.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: First time.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: First time

         21  it's ever happened.

         22                 Cono was driving that bus and saw the

         23  young boy was in distress. He pulled the bus over,

         24  and ran to the boy and ripped the coat off, burned

         25  his own hands, and really saved the young man's
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          2  life. He suffered third degree burns. He was in the

          3  hospital, the burn unit, and had to have some pretty

          4  extensive surgery done, and probably that boy would

          5  not have lived. And I'm glad that there are some

          6  students from JFK and the Bronx up there, because

          7  they have to realize and all children have to

          8  realize that bully-ism and acts of meanness can have

          9  very dire consequences, that's what almost happened

         10  in this case.

         11                 Tyrone is alive and doing well. He's

         12  a wonderful young man. And because of Cono Turchio,

         13  we're here today to tell a very happy story. And I

         14  want to thank you, and on behalf of the New York

         15  City Council thank you and on behalf of Tyrone and

         16  his family, thank you.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: If the clerk could

         18  read the proclamation.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         20  of New York, Proclamation.

         21                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         22  New York is proud and pleased to honor Cono Turchio

         23  for his meritorious action and distinguished

         24  service; and

         25                 Whereas: Cono Turchio has proven
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          2  himself one of our finest citizens and truly

          3  exemplifies the very best in civic virtue; and

          4                 Whereas: Mr. Turchio is a school bus

          5  driver whose quick thinking undoubtedly saved the

          6  life of Tyrone Banks, a thirteen year old student

          7  from Morris Intermediate School in Brighton Heights

          8  traveling home on Mr. Turchio's S42 bus; and

          9                 Whereas: Tyrone, the victim of a

         10  dangerous after-school prank, was set ablaze when a

         11  lit firecracker tossed by two classmates lodged

         12  between his coat and shirt. After spotting the

         13  youngster in his rear view mirror, Mr. Turchio

         14  leaped into action, grabbing the firecracker with

         15  his bare hands and extinguishing it. Mr. Turchio

         16  then tore the smoldering jacket, shirt and T-shirt

         17  off of Tyrone and put out the small flames at the

         18  back of Tyrone's neck and shoulders, averting what

         19  could have been a far more tragic event; and

         20                 Whereas: Doctors at Staten Island

         21  University Hospital said that without Mr. Turchio's

         22  quick thinking, Tyrone's burns could easily have

         23  covered 40 percent of his body; and

         24                 Whereas: At great risk to his own

         25  personal safety, Cono Turchio demonstrated
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          2  tremendous calm under pressure, and in doing so

          3  helped safe the life of Tyrone Banks; and

          4                 Whereas: Today, we honor Cono Turchio

          5  for his courage, his quick thinking, and his

          6  commitment to ensuring the safety of our children.

          7  Without his timely intervention, the consequences

          8  for young Tyrone Banks might have been fatal; now,

          9  therefore

         10                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         11  City of New York honors CONO TURCHIO for his

         12  courage, compassion, and heroism, and for setting a

         13  towering example of professionalism and true

         14  excellence on the job.

         15                 Signed this 26th day of February in

         16  the year Two Thousand and Four, Gifford Miller,

         17  Speaker for the Entire Council; Michael McMahon,

         18  Council Member 49th District, Staten Island.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: We are indeed honored

         20  to have you here with us, and thank you for your

         21  service to our City, particularly to this young man.

         22                 We'd be honored if you'd say a few

         23  words.

         24                 MR. TURCHIO: I didn't really prepare

         25  anything, but I'm very honored for the proclamation.
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          2  I thank you very much. And there's no other place in

          3  the world to drive except for the City of New York

          4  and the best City in the world.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

          7                 My colleagues, if I could have your

          8  attention, please. If we could have quiet in the

          9  Chamber. There's been a terrible, terrible tragedy

         10  in our City. A young man was lost, was killed, and

         11  none of us can change that. But one thing we can do

         12  here in the Council is make sure that the Stansbury

         13  family knows that our hearts are with them, our

         14  prayers are with them, and that we are heartbroken

         15  for their terrible loss, and we will do whatever we

         16  can to make sure that nothing like this ever happens

         17  again, but that won't bring their son back.

         18                 I'd like to ask Council Member Vann

         19  to say a few words, and then give Council Member

         20  Barron an opportunity to say a few words and then

         21  we'd like to give the Stansbury's some flowers and

         22  ask them if they'd like to share a few thoughts with

         23  the Council.

         24                 But we're very pleased that you're

         25  here with us today, so we have a chance on behalf of
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          2  all of the people of the City of New York to express

          3  our condolences, to express our sympathies, and

          4  express our faith, and strength and hope and prayer

          5  for you and for your family.

          6                 Council Member Vann.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Thank you,

          8  Speaker.

          9                 As I've said to the family and those

         10  at the funeral, there's very little we can do.

         11  There's nothing we can do that can bring Timothy

         12  back and very little we can do to bring solace to

         13  this family, other than our attempt to bring justice

         14  to this situation. And we are in pursuit of justice.

         15                 We want justice for this family. We

         16  want justice for every black youth who feel that he

         17  or she may be next.

         18                 We want justice for every New Yorker.

         19  We realize that this has been a pattern. This has

         20  been something that has happened over time, that

         21  sends a message to young black people, and also

         22  sends another message to policemen, who happen to be

         23  European, most of whom who happen not to live in

         24  this City, and so we have to do something

         25  structurally. We have to make sure, not just through
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          2  our rhetoric that this is something that will not

          3  happen again, but we will set up the mechanism to

          4  deal with those policies that have allowed the

          5  feeling, the philosophy, the thinking, the belief

          6  that black life is less value than other lives in

          7  this City.

          8                 I'd like to commend and bring forward

          9  Council Member Barron, who is providing great

         10  leadership around the tragedy. He has provided great

         11  comfort to the family in his advocacy and empathy,

         12  and I'd like to bring him forward now.

         13                 Council Member Barron.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

         15  Council Member Vann.

         16                 I just wanted to thank you also for

         17  providing the leadership around this issue for your

         18  words at the funeral, words of comfort, and words of

         19  pursuing justice.

         20                 I want to thank my colleagues and the

         21  Speaker, for taking this moment out. What this

         22  family needs more than anything in the world right

         23  now is prayers. They need your prayers. They need

         24  you to seriously focus in on them when you pray.

         25  Because no matter what happens, even if we get
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          2  justice, or if we don't get justice. We know that

          3  their loss is a loss for all of us.

          4                 So, I'm just here today, I'm saying

          5  we want to present flowers on behalf of the City

          6  Council. We do ask, as Council Member Vann said,

          7  that we pursue the justice for this family, and

          8  let's give them a big round of applause for their

          9  courage, for their bravery, for their persistency in

         10  pursuance of justice, justice shall prevail.

         11                 This is Mr. Timothy Stansbury, Sr.

         12                 MR. STANSBURY: I just want to thank

         13  you all for your sympathy and your concern and your

         14  love and prayers. I just want you all to continue to

         15  stand by us as we go through this tragedy, to indict

         16  this police officer.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: This is Ms.

         18  Phyllis Clayburne.

         19                 MS. CLAYBURNE: I would just like to

         20  thank each and every one of you from the bottom of

         21  my heart and my family's hearts, and continue the

         22  prayers. And if you feel my pain, oh God... The

         23  Mayor said that it was unjustified, now I want to

         24  see how he's going to prevail on this. And I'm

         25  hoping that he sees my fears and feel my broken
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          2  heart, because I can't get Timothy back, so it has

          3  to be that not only for my son, but your son and

          4  everybody else's son, just feel my pain. Please.

          5  Thank you.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: I would just like to

          8  ask everybody to join in a moment of silent prayer

          9  for a moment.

         10                 (Moment of silence.)

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Okay, thank you.

         12                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Good

         13  afternoon, ladies and gentlemen. We're going to call

         14  the Stated Meeting of February 26th, 2004 into

         15  order.

         16                 But before the Clerk reads the roll

         17  call, I want to let everyone know that we have the

         18  Junior Achievement Job Shadow Day, JFK High School

         19  from the Bronx School of Law and Finance up in the

         20  balcony, and we have two members here. We have

         21  Michelle and we have Steve. They will be joining me

         22  here on top of the dais. So, please give a round of

         23  applause to our young kids.

         24                 Clerk, please call the roll.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

                                                            27

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Present.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: I'm here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: James.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Palma.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

         20                 (No response.)

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

          4                 (No response.)

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

          8                 (No response.)

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         20                 (No response.)

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

          7                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: A quorum is

          8  present. Will everybody please rise. The invocation

          9  will be delivered by Father James C. Hayes.

         10                 FATHER HAYES: We gather here this day

         11  in this historic Chamber as elected officials,

         12  members of the City Council, to work in

         13  collaboration, harmony and peace for the good of all

         14  who live and work in this great City;

         15                 Strengthen us with wisdom and inner

         16  vision. We gather this day in the spirit of unity to

         17  dialogue, discuss and vote on issues that will

         18  enhance the quality of life for all;

         19                 We ask that our gathering be tempered

         20  by greater inner wisdom - a wisdom that will enable

         21  us to see in a clear manner, to create new paths, to

         22  discern new directions, to continue to plan and

         23  fortify this great City;

         24                 We gather here also in the spirit of

         25  gratitude - a gratitude for all the gifts and
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          2  talents that we have, been showered upon each and

          3  every one of us this day.

          4                 Let's us use these gifts and talents

          5  for the common good. Let our gratitude also be

          6  tempered by a subtle spirit of compassion so that we

          7  may reach out to all in need.

          8                 We gather in the spirit of courage,

          9  as we meet, discuss and vote, we ask for guidance

         10  for all our deliberations, that our decisions be of

         11  benefit for all in the City; as courage guides our

         12  decisions like justice and peace act as our guides.

         13                 As we administer our office, let a

         14  spirit of right judgment speak to our heart. May we

         15  encourage due respect for all life and diversity;

         16  may we promote a sense of the value of community,

         17  and may our discussions, voting and deliberations

         18  become the foundation of rule, order and good

         19  government.

         20                 Guide us by light and inner wisdom,

         21  and let the spirits of unity, gratitude and courage

         22  be with us this day, and let us all respond in one

         23  voice, as public servants, stewards and guardians of

         24  this great City by saying amen.

         25                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you
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          2  very much, Father.

          3                 Council Member Sara Gonzalez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: I move that

          5  the Invocation delivered by Father Hayes be spread

          6  in full upon the record.

          7                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

          8                 Adoption of the Minutes.

          9                 Council Member Vann.

         10                 Council Member Gioia, adoption of the

         11  minutes.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I make a motion

         13  that the minutes of the Stated Meeting of January

         14  21st, 2004, be adopted as printed.

         15                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: So ordered.

         17                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Messages and

         18  Papers from the Mayor.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         20                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA:

         21  Communications from City, County and Borough

         22  Offices.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         24                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Petitions and

         25  Communications.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          3                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Land Use

          4  Call-Ups.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 64.

          6                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Communication

          7  from the Speaker.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: No, no. We're going

          9  to stick with Land Use Call-Ups for one moment.

         10                 There's only one, and at this point

         11  I'd like the clerk to call the roll on the only

         12  item, on M 64 on the Land Use Call-Up Calendar.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         20                 (No response.)

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I vote yes.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         14                 (No response.(.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          4                 (No response.)

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Aye.

         15                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Today's Land

         16  Use Call-Ups were adopted by a vote of 42 in the

         17  affirmative, and zero in the negative.

         18                 Communication from the Speaker.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, this

         20  is a bittersweet meeting for me and I think for many

         21  of us. The reason it's bittersweet is because this

         22  is the last meeting that we will have under the

         23  leadership of our great Chief of Staff Forest

         24  Taylor, who is standing over here modestly on the

         25  right.
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          2                 There are very few more difficult,

          3  more thankless jobs in the entire state of

          4  government in the world than being Chief of Staff

          5  for the New York City Council. And this I think is

          6  our opportunity to thank Forest properly for two

          7  extraordinary years.

          8                 This Council, over the last two

          9  years, as I took probably more minutes than I needed

         10  to yesterday and on other occasions to talk about

         11  has accomplished an enormous amount. Legislation

         12  that's lifted people out of poverty and given them

         13  opportunity. Solving a fiscal crisis of

         14  unprecedented proportions. And we've been able to do

         15  it all because of the extraordinary leadership of

         16  Forest, and the rest of the staff. But every staff

         17  needs a chief, and Forest has done a phenomenal job.

         18                 More than that, for me personally,

         19  Forest is a friend. You could never have a more

         20  loyal, more thoughtful, more decent, more generous

         21  person as a friend, and I am enormously grateful to

         22  him for his friendship, for his leadership, for all

         23  this hard work. And people here, a lot of you may

         24  not know, but Forest was here every Saturday, every

         25  Sunday, he was here for hours. He was here til late
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          2  at night. He worked unbelievably hard. And I don't

          3  think any of us can ever thank him enough for his

          4  leadership and his hard work over the last years.

          5                 Forest, thank you very much.

          6                 I also want to thank Gale Benjamin,

          7  who has agreed to serve as the Acting Chief of

          8  Staff, while we engage in a process of choosing a

          9  permanent Chief of Staff to replace Forest. A very

         10  difficult prospect indeed.

         11                 So, I want to thank Gale, as well,

         12  for her service, not just the Land Use Division, but

         13  now for the whole City Council.

         14                 Thank you, Gale.

         15                 That concludes the communication from

         16  me.

         17                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Discussion of

         18  General Orders.

         19                 Seeing nobody for the discussions,

         20  Report of Special Committees.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         22                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Reports of

         23  Standing Committees.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         25  Committee on Civil Service and Labor. Intro. 6.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          3  General Order Calendar.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          5  Committee on Finance.

          6                 Preconsidered LU 75 and companion

          7  Reso 178.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          9  General Order Calendar.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         11  LU 76 and Companion Reso 179.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         13  General Order Calendar.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         15  LU 77 and Companion Reso 180.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         17  General Order Calendar.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         19  Committee on Land Use.

         20                 LU 44 and Companion Reso 181.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         22  General Order Calendar.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 46 and

         24  companion Reso 182.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

                                                            42

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  General Order Calendar.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 51 and

          4  companion Reso 183.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          6  General Order Calendar.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 59 and

          8  companion Reso 184.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         10  General Order Calendar.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 60 and

         12  companion Reso 185.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: That's coupled to be

         14  disapproved.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 62 and

         16  companion Reso 186.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         18  General Order Calendar.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 63 and

         20  companion Reso 187.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         22  general order calendar.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 69 and

         24  companion Reso 188.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the
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          2  General Order Calendar.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 71 and

          4  companion Reso 189.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          6  General Order Calendar.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          8  LU 78 and companion Reso 190.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         10  General Order Calendar.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         12  LU 79 and companion Reso 191.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         14  General Order Calendar.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports from

         16  the Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.

         17                 Preconsidered M 65, with companion

         18  Resos 192 and 193.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         20  General Order Calendar.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution

         22  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         24  General Order Calendar. At this point I would ask

         25  the clerk to call the roll on all items coupled on
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          2  the General Order Calendar.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: May I have

         11  leave to explain my vote?

         12                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: What, did you

         14  have to think about it?

         15                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: I'm actually

         16  explaining the rules of government to our two

         17  colleagues up here joining me on the dais. So

         18  ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: My

         20  colleagues, we're voting today to confirm to present

         21  the name to the Mayor for appointment to the

         22  Civilian Complaint Review Board of James Donlon. He

         23  was before the Committee on Rules and Privileges

         24  this morning, and passed unanimously.

         25                 I have known Mr. Donlon for more than
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          2  ten years. He is a man of upstanding character and

          3  compassion, and I think will bring to this position

          4  exactly what we want, fairness, impartiality,

          5  ability to listen to all sides of an issue, brings

          6  no agenda with him, and I think as the City Council

          7  nominee from Staten Island, he will serve us very

          8  well.

          9                 I want to thank my two colleagues,

         10  James Oddo and Andrew Lanza. My colleagues are

         11  probably amazed that the three of us were able to

         12  come together and agree on this appointment. But we

         13  did because it's an issue that is so important.

         14                 In these times I think the Civilian

         15  Complaint Review Board is an integral and vital

         16  institution that we have to make sure does its job.

         17                 It's important for the public, that

         18  they have confidence in our Police Department, and

         19  it's important for our Police Department, that they

         20  know that they can go and have a fair hearing on

         21  charges brought against them, and I know that Mr.

         22  Donlon will serve us well and I urge you all to

         23  support his nomination.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Mr. Chair,

         21  I'd like to vote yes on all General Order Calendar

         22  -- on all items on the General Order Calendar, and

         23  request permission to vote yes on all Land Use

         24  Call-Ups.

         25                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Thank you.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: May I be

         13  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         14                 I vote aye on all. And at the risk of

         15  being ruled out of order, I just want to make a

         16  comment about Forest.

         17                 Each of us in the Republican

         18  Delegation has had great access to the Speaker's

         19  Office and been treated with a great deal of

         20  respect, and in no small measure thanks to Forest.

         21                 Every time we had a dealing with him,

         22  he has been an absolute gentleman, and as a person

         23  who has been a staff person longer than I've been

         24  elected, I know how important staff is and I wish

         25  him the best.
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          2                 The only bad thing I could say about

          3  Forest is that he broke my record for dropping the F

          4  Bomb in a conversation with a colleague, but given

          5  the situation I probably commend him for that.

          6                 So, Forest, we love you. Stay well.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  I vote aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye. Oh, I do want

         11  to explain my vote briefly. I want to say that I'm

         12  very proud of the legislation that we're passing

         13  today, to extend to two New York City employees,

         14  Sanitation Officer Barry Entos, and Corrections

         15  Officer Genardo, who died in the line of duty

         16  serving the people of this City, health benefits to

         17  their families, making good on this City, this

         18  Council, this Mayor's commitment to make sure that

         19  we take care of our own, who take care of us

         20  everyday.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: I'd like

         23  permission to vote on the General Order and Land Use

         24  Call-Ups.

         25                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: I vote aye

          3  on all. Thank you.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you.

          6                 I just want to mention, related to LU

          7  59 and Reso 184, regarding 72 West 88th Street. We

          8  have a district office that we're moving into that

          9  is related to that building. We have a letter, I

         10  think our staff of the City Council and also from

         11  any kind of conflicts of interest. There is no

         12  conflicts of interest, it's all spelled out, but I

         13  wanted to make everybody understand, that comment

         14  related to that LU and resolution.

         15                 Thank you very much.

         16                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: All items on

         17  today's General Order Calendar are adopted by a vote

         18  of 42 in the affirmative, zero in the negative and

         19  zero abstentions.

         20                 The revised Land Use Call-Ups were

         21  adopted by a vote of 44 affirmative, zero in the

         22  negative.

         23                 Introduction and Reading of the

         24  Bills.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: All those are
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          2  referred to the Committee as indicated on the

          3  schedule.

          4                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Discussion of

          5  Resolutions.

          6                 Council Member Yassky.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you.

          8                 I urge everyone to support the

          9  resolution we are adopting today, calling on the FDA

         10  to approve the over-the-counter sale of emergency

         11  contraception.

         12                 Something very, very distressing

         13  happened recently, which is that in the face of all

         14  available medical evidence stating that emergency

         15  contraception is safe and effective, the FDA

         16  Commissioner asked for more than the ordinary amount

         17  of time to study this question. That suggests that

         18  the FDA is considering overruling the overwhelming

         19  consensus of the medical profession that emergency

         20  contraception is safe and effective and should be

         21  available over the counter.

         22                 Make no mistake, this is a

         23  fundamental issue of reproductive rights, whether

         24  you are pro choice or pro life.

         25                 Anyone who is serious about
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          2  preventing unwanted pregnancies --

          3                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

          4  Member, time.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: And which ever

          6  side of the choice issue you're on, you should be

          7  serious about that, should support the

          8  over-the-counter sale of emergency contraception.

          9                 The only reason the FDA would not

         10  approve it in the face of this overwhelming medical

         11  evidence, would be to play politics in this election

         12  year, we must urge the FDA not to do that.

         13                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you.

         14                 Council Member Nelson.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you.

         16                 My colleagues, I draw your attention

         17  to Intro. No. 210. Not too far from this building, a

         18  young lady was killed by an electrical voltage and

         19  we hopefully could prevent that in the future. It's

         20  too late for Jody Lane and her family,

         21  unfortunately, but we can do something hopefully to

         22  prevent this.

         23                 This bill will be one of many that

         24  we'll be looking at --

         25                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council
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          2  member, I apologize, but that's not on the agenda

          3  for the resolutions.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Oh, okay. Hold

          5  that thought, we'll be back.

          6                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Okay, we'll

          7  be right back with that.

          8                 Council Member Quinn.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: I wanted to

         10  rise to echo the comments of Council Member Yassky.

         11                 The resolution passed by our Health

         12  Committee urging the FDA to make emergency

         13  contraception available over the counter tracks very

         14  strongly with the package of emergency contraception

         15  legislation we passed last year in this Council.

         16  Also, last year the Council went on record as part

         17  of the package urging the State Legislature to take

         18  steps that would in effect make emergency

         19  contraception available over the counter.

         20                 So, today in the resolution urging

         21  the State again to do that, and the FDA to do it on

         22  a national level, we are continuing our advocacy to

         23  make sure that emergency contraception is available

         24  and accessible, and our reports that Chairperson

         25  Gioia did that showed that so many pharmacies do not
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          2  stock emergency contraception, is just another

          3  reason why in New York we need to make it more

          4  easily available over the counter, not adding in the

          5  time delay and anguish that a woman might have to go

          6  to to get the prescription. And all medical studies

          7  indicate that it is safe to have over-the-counter

          8  for women. Thank you.

          9                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         10  very much.

         11                 Council Member Diana Reyna.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: I rise in

         13  support of Resolution 172. It's the community

         14  stability tax credit. I ask that my colleagues in

         15  the City Council, those of you who have not signed

         16  on, look at this resolution.

         17                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Diana, I

         18  apologize, that is not the resolution portion. We'll

         19  discuss that in General Discussion.

         20                 Do you want to be placed on the

         21  General Discussion Calendar?

         22                 We'll put you on the General

         23  Discussion Calendar to discuss this.

         24                 Seeing no other conversation on

         25  resolutions, we'll move forward. Now we're moving on
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          2  the resolution portion of the calendar for the vote.

          3                 Reso 66-A. All in favor, say aye.

          4                 All opposed say nay.

          5                 Resolution is adopted.

          6                 Resolution 92-A, the Food and Drug

          7  Administration resolution.

          8                 Everyone in favor say aye.

          9                 All opposed say nay. Resolution is

         10  adopted.

         11                 Now we move forward to the General

         12  Discussion portion of our calendar, and the first

         13  person is Council Member Gennaro.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

         15  Mr. Acting Public Advocate.

         16                 I rise today to also bid farewell to

         17  a very loyal servant of the Council, my Chief of

         18  Staff Lenny Spieler, who has served me diligently

         19  and loyally for two years. Two years is a lot of Jim

         20  Gennaro, and I thank him. Two years is a lot. Yassky

         21  says that eight years is a lot. Well, trust me, two

         22  years is a lot. Lenny has been a faithful servant of

         23  the Council. He's been terrific.

         24                 I mourn his loss. He's absolutely

         25  terrific. He's moving on to other things. I love him
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          2  like a son. I always will. And I ask people to give

          3  Lenny a round of applause for the good service he's

          4  done for me.

          5                 And I'm also happy to welcome my new

          6  Chief of Staff who is in attendance with us today,

          7  Peter Washburn, and my new legislative aid, Kareen

          8  Jompiere'. It takes two people to replace Lenny

          9  Spieler. So, hopefully they'll be able to do that.

         10  Welcome, all. Thank you very much.

         11                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

         12  Member Nelson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: You heard a

         14  little about what I said before, it's a very serious

         15  topic, and hopefully this Council can address the

         16  issue in order to ensure that in the future it will

         17  be non-conductive materials around, whether it's

         18  below ground, ground level, or above ground, to

         19  secure that nobody will fall into a situation like

         20  that. We remember the horrendous problem and the

         21  resulting death that occurred.

         22                 We have to make sure that all

         23  pedestrians are safe. In the past we depended upon

         24  the companies to devise and implement their own

         25  procedures for maintenance and repair, the result
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          2  was predictably unsuccessful and tragic.

          3                 Miss Lane's death highlighted the

          4  hidden dangers in the City's electrical system, and

          5  Con Ed's complicity and failing to ensure that New

          6  Yorkers were safe from stray voltage -- it does not

          7  only apply, as you know, to this one utility --

          8  which can result in electrocutions.

          9                 After the tragedy Con Ed's

         10  investigation found stray voltage in 110 manhole

         11  covers and service boxes, and 157 poles in New York

         12  City and Westchester, and there's been more

         13  reported.

         14                 So, I urge you to support the safety

         15  measure for the citizens of New York City. Intro,

         16  again, Intro. 210. Thank you.

         17                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         18  very much.

         19                 Council Member Felder.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I pass.

         21                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Councilwoman

         22  Boyland.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Thank you,

         24  Acting Public Advocate.

         25                 In recent light of the media coverage
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          2  of the three infants abandoned within 24 hours in

          3  New York City, I feel it's crucial that we reach out

          4  to provide information and support to distressed

          5  mothers.

          6                 We need to act to ensure that women

          7  have information about the location of safe havens

          8  in New York City. We also need to ensure that these

          9  women know and understand and accept that they will

         10  not be prosecuted for turning over their newborns,

         11  and that their actions will be kept confidential to

         12  the full extent of the law.

         13                 So, as the Chair of the Women's

         14  Issues Committee, we will be planning a hearing,

         15  hopefully soon within the next two weeks, to really

         16  discuss some of the issues in terms of why and what

         17  we can do in order to assist these young women. I

         18  assume they're young women, that these occurrences

         19  are happening.

         20                 And also, I provided my colleagues

         21  with a brochure from the Brooklyn DA's office and it

         22  reads "You can protect your secret and get help if

         23  your newborn baby is not harmed." And it's stating

         24  that "take your baby to any Brooklyn hospital

         25  emergency room, or any Brooklyn firehouse." So, the
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          2  Women's Issues Committee is going to have a hearing

          3  to really sit down and discuss the issues that's

          4  causing these occurrences, and also possibly some

          5  solutions to what we can do as legislators to really

          6  work to eradicate this.

          7                 So, thank you very much. And on

          8  another note, I would hope that on March 25th of

          9  2004, that the Women's Pacesetters Award event

         10  obviously we hope would be a success, and that my

         11  colleagues would find it, as busy as they are, to

         12  really nominate a strong woman to their district to

         13  come to City Hall.

         14                 It is an honor to bring district

         15  constituents here. And last, but not least, Forest,

         16  that we love him and we will miss him. Thank you.

         17                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         18  very much.

         19                 Council Member Reyna.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Sorry about

         21  before.

         22                 I just wanted to rise in support of

         23  Resolution 172. And I wanted to thank my colleagues,

         24  those of you who have already signed on, to remind

         25  those who haven't. Resolution 172 is a bipartisan
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          2  resolution that has been introduced in the State

          3  Legislature by Assemblyman Joseph Lentil, and

          4  Senator Serph Maltese, a bill that will call for a

          5  community stability tax credit.

          6                 This tax credit is, and its intention

          7  will preserve about 10,000 units of affordable

          8  housing, not protected by rent regulations.

          9                 Everyday in neighborhoods such as my

         10  own, Williamsburg, Bushwick and Ridgewood, Queens,

         11  owners of small and regulated buildings, face rising

         12  costs because of higher assessed values and tax

         13  rates.

         14                 The community stability tax credit

         15  solves this problem, giving owners of one- to

         16  five-unit buildings who rent to tenants at

         17  below-market rate, a property tax abatement of up to

         18  60 percent of the difference between the affordable

         19  rent and the market rent.

         20                 I know that in my community, the

         21  community stability tax credit, as well as in other

         22  communities, this tax credit will help preserve the

         23  affordability of hundreds of apartments in

         24  multi-family homes, protecting tenants by assisting

         25  owners.
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          2                 I encourage my colleagues to support

          3  this resolution so that in the State Legislature we

          4  can expeditiously pass this bill.

          5                 And I remind all of you tonight, we

          6  will be celebrating the Dominican Heritage

          7  Independence Day celebration in these Chambers, and

          8  so I hope that I can count on many of you being here

          9  supporting all Dominicans in New York City and the

         10  State.

         11                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

         12  Member Jackson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         14  Mr. Chair.

         15                 My fellow colleagues, I rise to

         16  invite all of you, if you have not heard, I am

         17  always the last one out of my colleagues to do

         18  anything, I'm a little slow. So, on the last day of

         19  this month, which is a leap year, I'm having my

         20  inauguration ceremony up at City College, the Great

         21  Hall, from 2:30 to 5:00. So, I invite all of you to

         22  attend. If you have not received an invitation,

         23  forgive me. But I verbally invite all of you this

         24  afternoon.

         25                 And for all of those individuals that
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          2  are considering other offices, I invite you to come

          3  also, because it's a place to be seen.

          4                 Thank you very much.

          5                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

          6  Member Martinez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

          8  Mr. Chair.

          9                 First of all, I want to welcome

         10  students from John F. Kennedy High School, my old

         11  school, and also a school that is in my district. I

         12  want to welcome them to the Chambers here.

         13                 I rise also to speak on Resolution --

         14  as you know, tomorrow, February 27th, will be the

         15  160th anniversary of the independence of the

         16  Dominican Republic. And as my esteemed colleague,

         17  Diana Reyna, just said earlier, I also want to stand

         18  up to invite all of my colleagues and everyone to

         19  attend today's celebration. And also I want to

         20  invite you to attend a special ceremony that we will

         21  be having in Washington Heights, in which we will be

         22  commemorating the memory and honoring Staff Sergeant

         23  Ryan Tahalla (phonetic). As you know, Mr. Tahalla

         24  was one of the first early casualties of the result

         25  of the war on terrorism on Iraq, and tomorrow we
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          2  will be commemorating him by postering, putting his

          3  name permanently on the corner of 180th Street and

          4  Pueblo Duarte Boulevard, we will be honoring him as

          5  a Dominican American, hero for our community, the

          6  City and the entire State of New York. So, I welcome

          7  you to attend.

          8                 I also want to speak briefly on

          9  Resolution 155. The Resolution that calls on changes

         10  on the fair hearing process by the Department of

         11  Human Resources. We're looking to ask the state to

         12  stop the use of sanctions on persons seeking public

         13  assistance through the use of fair hearings. So, I

         14  ask you to sign on and support that resolution.

         15                 And I also want to say, Forest, I

         16  love you too, and I'm going to miss you. Thank you.

         17                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

         18  Member Lopez. Then we're going to return to the

         19  voting portion, because we were re-joined by several

         20  Council members.

         21                 So, first Council Member Lopez, then

         22  we will be going back to the voting portion.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Mr. Forest

         24  Taylor, you are a gentleman, and I am going to miss

         25  you.
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          2                 Secondly, I'm rising to encourage

          3  every one of the members of this body to sign to

          4  Reso 152.

          5                 This resolution renounce the New York

          6  City Department of Education on the proposed policy

          7  to deny third graders in New York City public

          8  schools promotion to the fourth grade solely on the

          9  basis of the score of the English language, arts and

         10  mathematics. It is unacceptable, this policy, and

         11  I'm asking each and every one of the members of this

         12  body to be aware of this resolution.

         13                 The Chancellor is planning to

         14  implement this policy in March 15, without

         15  notification to the parents and without notification

         16  that would have been sufficient and adequate for the

         17  City of New York that such a devastating policy was

         18  going to put in place coming now for the children to

         19  take this test in April.

         20                 This is unacceptable, and I'm asking

         21  each and every one of you to sign to this

         22  resolution. Thank you.

         23                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         24  very much.

         25                 We're going to call on Council Member
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          2  Comrie, Gerson, James, Perkins, Seabrook and Vann to

          3  vote now. And then we'll return to the General

          4  Discussion Calendar.

          5                 Council Member Comrie.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

          7                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

          8  Member Gerson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye on all.

         10                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Councilwoman

         11  James.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye on all.

         13                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

         14  Member Perkins.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

         16                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

         17  Member Seabrook.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Yes. Aye on

         19  all, all coupled general orders and Land Use

         20  Call-Ups.

         21                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

         22  Member Vann.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

         24                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: And we'll be

         25  returning to the General Order Calendar. Next on the
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          2  list is Council Member Weprin.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you, Mr.

          4  Chair.

          5                 And Forest Taylor, I will miss you

          6  too very much. And love him too. And I will miss

          7  Chris Palitano also, who I didn't formally say

          8  farewell to, but I know I'll see him again.

          9                 Recently I held a Town Hall meeting

         10  in my district on the subject of building and

         11  zoning. The Department of Buildings and City

         12  Planning were there to hear firsthand the

         13  frustrations and concerns my constituents have with

         14  the current trends in development and construction

         15  in Eastern Queens.

         16                 These concerns are in no way isolated

         17  to my district. In fact, these alarming trends are

         18  fast becoming a Citywide emergency.

         19                 Today three pieces of legislation

         20  have been introduced to combat problems inherent in

         21  the system. The first sponsored by my colleague,

         22  Council Member Margarita Lopez, calls for a local

         23  law to amend the Administrative Code, Intro. 200, in

         24  relation to eliminating self-certification of plans

         25  and requiring the Department of Buildings to
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          2  reinspect all violations.

          3                 Currently, only 20 percent of all

          4  submitted plans are being audited. Architects,

          5  engineers and contractors are very aware of this and

          6  are continually building structures contrary to

          7  submitted plans and out of compliance with existing

          8  regulations.

          9                 Eliminating self-certification will

         10  help ensure that architects, engineers and

         11  contractors are compelled not to alter their

         12  submitted plans.

         13                 Second, is Intro. 230, legislation

         14  that I am sponsoring, defining who may submit

         15  complaints regarding inspections of one- and

         16  two-family dwellings, and increasing the penalties

         17  for refusing to allow access for inspection of such

         18  dwelling. This Intro. 230 would make it easier for

         19  affidavits to be obtained, by allowing community

         20  board managers or Council members to swear out

         21  affidavits, as opposed to individuals who rightfully

         22  have been hesitant to do so --

         23                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Time.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: I'm almost

         25  finished.
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          2                 In fear of confidentiality and

          3  reprisal.

          4                 Finally, I urge you to support Intro.

          5  232, which I am sponsoring which would give the

          6  Commissioner of Buildings the authority to deny

          7  permits to owners who have outstanding unpaid fines

          8  and penalties.

          9                 Thank you very much.

         10                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         11  very much. Before the next person, I'm going to

         12  announce the revised vote. All items on today's

         13  General Order Calendar were adopted by a vote of 48

         14  in the affirmative, zero in the negative and zero

         15  abstentions.

         16                 The revise Land Use Call-Ups were

         17  adopted by a vote of 48 in the affirmative and zero

         18  in the negative.

         19                 Next we have Council Member Dilan.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Thank you, Mr.

         21  President Pro-Tem.

         22                 Today I would like to thank every and

         23  every one of my colleagues for voting to pass Intro.

         24  No. 6, which provided the family of Ava Barimentos

         25  (phonetic) medical benefits.
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          2                 I'd like to thank Council Member

          3  Addabbo for introducing the bill, as well as the

          4  Mayor, because it was by request of the Mayor. It

          5  was a very humanitarian thing to do on their part.

          6                 She tragically died in my district,

          7  in PS 106, and resided in Council Member Gonzalez'

          8  district, and I believe was the first woman to die

          9  in the line of duty as a Sanitation worker. So, I'd

         10  like to thank each and every one of my colleagues

         11  very much.

         12                 And to say to Mr. Forest Taylor, I

         13  also will miss you. I know I didn't harass you that

         14  much, but I know every time I step into your office,

         15  I did get some type of issue resolved, and I

         16  appreciate that and will miss your services very

         17  much.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Now I'm going

         20  to call Council Member Charles Barron to vote on

         21  today's items.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

         23                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: You sure

         24  about that?

         25                 Okay, the revised items vote for
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          2  today is 49 in the affirmative, zero in the negative

          3  and zero abstentions. And for the revised Land Use

          4  Call-Ups, 49 in the affirmative, zero in the

          5  negative.

          6                 Councilwoman Clarke.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you, Mr.

          8  Majority Leader.

          9                 My colleagues, I wanted to just bring

         10  your attention to Intro. 175. This is a measure

         11  dealing with New York City's Family Court system.

         12                 Right now there has been a total

         13  breakdown in the adjudication of family matters in

         14  the Family Court, a lot of it having to do with the

         15  challenges of representing these very complex cases,

         16  and particularly the various parties having to have

         17  different sets of attorneys, one representing the

         18  children and then again representing the adults.

         19                 There is certainly a need to address

         20  this issue, and that is what this piece of

         21  legislation seeks to do. Particularly for matters

         22  that include victims of domestic violence and

         23  parents whose kids are in foster care. Compensation

         24  for attorneys is an issue with respect to this

         25  matter, and so is the rate of compensation has been
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          2  addressed by the State but we've seen a pattern of

          3  it increasing and decreasing over time.

          4                 This measure would call for an

          5  institutional provider. But we are really looking at

          6  how to assist the Family Court in adjudicating these

          7  cases in a more humane and expeditious manner.

          8                 I hope that you will sign onto this

          9  legislation so that when we look at it we can come

         10  up with the best possible scenario for providing

         11  adequate, legal support in our Family Court system.

         12                 And I, too, love you, Forest, and I

         13  will miss you and wish you very well in all of your

         14  future endeavors.

         15                 Thank you.

         16                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         17  very much.

         18                 I just want to say goodbye to our

         19  young friends that came here from John F. Kennedy

         20  School of Law and Finance. They are the future

         21  leaders, so we'll give them a round of applause.

         22  Take care.

         23                 Council Member Comrie.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you,

         25  President Pro-Tem.
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          2                 I'd like to bring the members'

          3  attention to three pieces of legislation that I'm

          4  introducing today. I'd also like to thank Speaker

          5  Miller for mentioning them in his State of the City

          6  Address yesterday, which I thought was excellent,

          7  and addressed many of the major legislative agendas

          8  that we're going to be tackling in the next two

          9  years, and being so active and trying to make sure

         10  that the City works better for all.

         11                 Intro. 176, Intro. 177 and Reso 138

         12  are a package of legislation aimed at eliminating

         13  fast cash and payday lending practices in the City

         14  of New York.

         15                 These high interest, high-risk loans

         16  that are categorized in the same industry as

         17  predatory lenders make short-term loans to an

         18  unsuspecting consumer, ranging from $100 to $400 and

         19  they carry interest rates in excess of 900 percent.

         20  Nine-hundred percent. These legal loan sharks

         21  require no credit reports, making it all the more

         22  enticing to a consumer, who may be living

         23  paycheck-to-paycheck, but who needs just a little

         24  extra to get by.

         25                 These consumers live throughout our
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          2  City, and the lenders specifically target

          3  lower-income communities, particularly those of

          4  color, seeking their next victim.

          5                 In New York State it is illegal to

          6  offer loans with interest rates that exceed the 25

          7  percent usury cap. These individuals infiltrate our

          8  communities offering these loans by purchasing or

          9  leasing an out-of-state bank usury license.

         10                 This method of lending has become so

         11  prevalent in our City that the Attorney General has

         12  filed a lawsuit against two of the State companies,

         13  Cash Net, Inc., and TC Services Corporation, as well

         14  as County Bank of Rehovit Beach, Maryland.

         15                 These three businesses have together

         16  repeatedly engaged in illegal, fraudulent and

         17  deceptive business practices, in connection with

         18  short-term loans to New York Consumers.

         19                 These practices are abusive and must

         20  be stopped.

         21                 I'd like to thank Speaker Miller for

         22  making this legislation a focal point, and I look

         23  forward to working together with all of you --

         24                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Time.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: -- To end
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          2  these unscrupulous practices.

          3                 I'd also like to say, I will miss

          4  Forest Taylor. I enjoyed working with him. I won't

          5  say I love you, Forest, but I really appreciate you.

          6  Thank you.

          7                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

          8  Member Vann.

          9                 Council Member Gentile.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Thank you.

         11  Today I will be delivering to the Department of City

         12  Planning a report from my preservation committee,

         13  asking for a rezoning and a down-zoning, and a

         14  strengthening of a special Bay Ridge zoning

         15  district. And I appreciate the fact that Amanda

         16  Burden has made a commitment to me to address this

         17  issue as we have around the City to look at the

         18  preservation issues that are particular to Bayridge,

         19  Dyker Heights and Fort Hamilton part of Brooklyn.

         20                 I applaud the Mayor for mentioning

         21  Bayridge as one of those areas that they will be

         22  looking at and rezoning this year. And that report

         23  will go to the Planning Commission today.

         24                 Also, I just want to mention that two

         25  tragedies hit my district this week. First, one of
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          2  the babies that was left abandoned was left in

          3  Bayridge on 80th Street between Fifth and Sixth

          4  Avenue. I must commend one of my constituents,

          5  Richard Meritaya, who actually saved the baby, found

          6  the baby and notified the police.

          7                 The other tragedy that hit my

          8  district this week is that you see on the Daily News

          9  today, I believe it is the cover of the Daily News

         10  that Melissa Kennedy, a young college student who is

         11  missing, she is a resident of my district. She

         12  attends Bard College in Poughkeepsie. She has been

         13  missing since February 20th. We pray for her safe

         14  return and certainly we all join in that.

         15                 And I join with my other colleagues

         16  also in wishing Forest Taylor the very best.

         17                 Forest, we haven't known each other

         18  very long, but you've been a great help to me during

         19  that time.

         20                 Thank you, Forest.

         21                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

         22  Member Seabrook.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Thank you

         24  very much, Mr. Speaker.

         25                 Just the moment that we had the
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          2  family of the young man who lost his life so tragic

          3  here in this City as another statistic of violence

          4  against an innocent citizen and a young

          5  African-American male, it is our duty and

          6  responsibility as elected officials, our duty and

          7  responsibility as elected officials, to call upon

          8  the Commissioner of the Police Department and to

          9  call upon the Committee that is responsible for

         10  overseeing the Police Department to discuss and

         11  explain the issue of practices and procedures of the

         12  Police Department.

         13                 The Police Commissioner made a

         14  statement that the killing was unjustified. It is

         15  incumbent upon the Police Commissioner to come

         16  before this body, and explain why he felt that that

         17  shooting was unjustified, and to talk about

         18  practices and procedures of the Police Department.

         19                 It is our duty to have the Police

         20  Commissioner to come before this body and explain

         21  that. We understand his role and responsibility and

         22  duty, and we appreciate what he has said and done,

         23  what practices and procedure of the New York City

         24  Police Department, it is incumbent upon this body,

         25  this body, to have that Police Commissioner to come
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          2  before us and explain practices and procedures, and

          3  why this killing was unjustified.

          4                 Thank you very much.

          5                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

          6  very much, Council Member.

          7                 Council Member Perkins.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

          9  very much, Mr. Majority Leader.

         10                 Today I'm introducing several

         11  important resolutions. First is Reso 166, which I

         12  have introduced with Council Member Barron and Vann

         13  and it calls for a hearing and review of NYPD's

         14  tactics that led to the unjustified killing of

         15  Timothy Sansbury in Brooklyn.

         16                 Sansbury, an unarmed black

         17  19-year-old who was doing nothing wrong was shot by

         18  a white police officer.

         19                 The resolution calls to examine

         20  NYPD's tactics and use of their weapons on vertical

         21  patrols which lead to the shooting. And hopefully

         22  this will be the beginning of a more comprehensive

         23  look as to why this pattern of killing, unjustified

         24  killings, continues to happen. What is it in terms

         25  of the tactics, and perhaps even more importantly,
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          2  what is it in terms of the culture of this

          3  Department that seems to result in these type of

          4  tragedies.

          5                 Secondly, I have also introduced Reso

          6  169, which recognizes the month of March as Colon

          7  Cancer Awareness Month. As you all know, I myself

          8  suffered from this preventable disease, so it has

          9  personal significance. However, there is a greater

         10  Citywide implication as well, especially amongst men

         11  of color.

         12                 The good news is that approximately

         13  two-thirds of the deaths from colorectal cancer are

         14  preventable with regular screening and simple

         15  prevention techniques, and a colonoscopy can detect

         16  more than 95 percent of early colon cancer.

         17                 The bad news is that screening for

         18  colon cancer is lower among people of color. Only 28

         19  percent of Latinos and 34 percent of

         20  African-Americans over the age of 50 have undergone

         21  colon cancer screening, compared to 48 percent of

         22  white New Yorkers. And I'd like to commend my

         23  colleague and Majority Whip Leroy Comrie, because I

         24  understand recently he had his colon cancer

         25  screening, in other words, got his butt checked, as
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          2  they say.

          3                 So I urge you all to join me in

          4  supporting these two resolutions. Thank you very

          5  much.

          6                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

          7  very much for that very provocative and informing

          8  testimony.

          9                 Council Member Brewer.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

         11  much. I want to mention that on the Technology

         12  Committee we're going to be in Brooklyn and Queens

         13  during the month of April and May and then we will

         14  hopefully go to Staten Island and the Bronx in the

         15  near future.

         16                 And the purpose of this is to work

         17  with the particularly businesses and non-profits in

         18  those communities, to figure out what kind of

         19  broadband or other kind of Y-Fi access (phonetic),

         20  would be sufficient and appropriate to allow small

         21  businesses and non-profits to do their jobs better.

         22                 So, please let us know if you have

         23  communities, or individuals or groups, who would

         24  like to participate.

         25                 Thank you very much.
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          2                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

          3  very much. We have a revision within the vote today.

          4  We're going to call on Council Member Simcha Felder.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you very

          6  much.

          7                 I just wanted to change my vote on

          8  Intro. No. 6 to an abstention.

          9                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So noted.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I'm sorry?

         11                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So noted.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: So noted?

         13  Thank you very much.

         14                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: You're very,

         15  very welcome.

         16                 Council Member McMahon.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you,

         18  Mr. Majority Leader.

         19                 I rise just to lend my voice to those

         20  who wish Forest Taylor well. He's still here, I see.

         21                 Forest, on behalf of the people of

         22  Staten Island, I want to thank you for all your hard

         23  work for us and for all the people of the City of

         24  New York.

         25                 Mr. Majority Leader, a good friend of
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          2  mine told me once, he said, there are two types of

          3  people in the world; there are those who sit in the

          4  front row, and there are those who work in the front

          5  lines. And certainly for the last two years, I know

          6  many of us Council Members have kind of been up

          7  front and taken credit for a lot of the work that

          8  people behind us working in the front lines have

          9  done, and certainly that is true of Forest Taylor.

         10  For the last two years he has worked in the front

         11  line making the City of New York a better place to

         12  live, to work and to raise your family.

         13                 When you think back two years ago

         14  when we formed as a body, there were those who

         15  predicted chaos, and certainly under Gifford's

         16  leadership but with the help of Forest, we came

         17  together unified and moved forward, and I want to

         18  say it's probably one of the most proactive and

         19  effective City Councils that has ever served in the

         20  City and the last two years a lot of the credit goes

         21  to Forest's work in the front line. So, I want to

         22  thank him from the bottom of my hear, and tell him,

         23  though, that -- love might be too strong, I don't

         24  know about that -- but that we very much appreciate

         25  all his great work.
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          2                 I also ask my colleagues to note that

          3  the school nurse bill is being introduced today,

          4  Intro. 207, and we hope to have as many sponsors of

          5  that as possible.

          6                 Thank you, Mr. Majority Leader.

          7                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

          8  very much.

          9                 Council Member Stewart.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Thank you.

         11                 Mr. Forest, you have no bush, you are

         12  clean and I thank you for that.

         13                 My brothers and sisters, I wanted to

         14  let you know, I'm a little bit subdued today because

         15  of that freak accident that took place some week and

         16  a half ago. The wife of my treasurer died in that

         17  freak accident, where the truck had dislodged a

         18  stone and it killed my treasurer's wife.

         19                 I think we should look at something

         20  like this and see how we can find ways to have

         21  trucks have protection guard for their wheels,

         22  because these trucks have double wheels, and these

         23  rocks can lodge between those wheels. And this is a

         24  freak accident, and I'm a little bit subdued, but I

         25  just wanted you to know that.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

          4  very much.

          5                 Seeing no one else to discuss the

          6  General Orders, we have a revision of the vote. All

          7  items on today's General Order Calendar were adopted

          8  by a vote of 49 in the affirmative, zero in the

          9  negative, zero abstentions, with the exception of

         10  Intro. 6, which was adopted by 48 in the

         11  affirmative, and zero in the negative.

         12                 Council Member Vann.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes. Thank you

         14  very much for the opportunity. I just wanted to let

         15  Forest know, I respect you and I wish you the best

         16  in your new endeavors.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: I have to be

         19  clearer. Forty-eight in the affirmative, for Intro.

         20  6, and one abstention, and zero in the negative.

         21  Thank you. Meeting is adjourned.

         22                 (Hearing concluded at 3:00 p.m.)

         23

         24

         25
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