Memorandum of Support 

January 22, 2004 

Sponsors:  Council Members Hiram Monserrate and Helen Foster 

Type:  Resolution 
Title:  Resolution calling upon the City Council to denounce the CLEAR Act of 2003 (the Clear Law Enforcement for Criminal Alien Removal Act of 2003), H.R. 2671, an act that mandates state and local law enforcement agencies enforce federal immigration laws and begin detaining undocumented immigrants for deportation.

Reasons for Support:   Since 9/11, immigrants have been increasingly targeted and detained in violation of their liberty and human rights as the federal government now recklessly and erroneously conflates immigration status with criminality and hostility to the US. By mandating state and local law enforcement agencies enforce federal immigration laws and begin detaining undocumented immigrants for deportation, the CLEAR Act unnecessarily criminalizes immigrants, who have contributed to the political, cultural and economic vitality of this City.  This resolution calls on the City Council to denounce this unconstitutional federal mandate and continue New York City’s great tradition of welcoming immigrants and instituting laws to protect all our communities’ civil rights. 

