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     New York City Council Hearing on the Impacts of the Trump Administration Family 
Separation Policy on New York City 

Testimony of the New York Immigration Coalition 
July 12, 2018 

  
This testimony is being submitted on behalf of the New York Immigration Coalition. The New 
York Immigration Coalition (NYIC) is an umbrella policy and advocacy organization that 
represents nearly 200 members and partners. We write to thank you for voicing your outrage at 
recent events at the country’s Southern border. Over the last few weeks, we have all watched in 
horror as some of the Trump Administration’s cruelest policies to date have been playing out. 
Images of children ripped away from their families and held in cages will forever be part of this 
nation’s history.  
 
On Saturday, June 30th, the NYIC, along with our members and partners, mobilized over 
25,000 New Yorkers to march, rally and take a stance against this grave human rights crisis.  

Given the truly statewide impact of this crisis and that many families are separated in jails and 
shelters outside of New York City despite having proceedings in the greater New York area 
immigration court system, we urge the City Council to ensure that New York State pledges to:  

● raise funding for legal screenings and representation while children and families are in 
the greater New York area immigration court system;  

● renew funding for the State’s Liberty Defense Project (LDP) pro-bono project to facilitate 
family reunification and provide families with legal services;  

● raise funding for mental health services and the institutions that coordinate them (e.g., 
community health centers, volunteer networks, and the public health care system) to 
give "released" children and their family members the support and continuity of care they 
need to overcome the traumas of family separation​;  

● and create an emergency task force of relevant New York State agencies, legal service 
providers, and community based organizations to assist with the streamlined 
coordination of services and volunteers responding to this crisis and to create 
recommendations on how to best address their needs once reunited.  

Now is also a critical time to invest in schools’ abilities to support students and effectively 
engage their guardians/families. Schools would benefit from more direction and capacity to 
meet needs. Specifically, New York City should place more bilingual social workers and 
guidance counselors in schools with substantial ELL/immigrant populations and provide specific 
training on challenges immigrant youth and those caring for them face in this climate. 
Additionally, it is important that anti-bias training include immigrant-specific components and be 
developed with input from immigrant community leaders. 
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In addition to its work with the State and the New York City Department of Education, City 
Council must engage in public advocacy on the Federal level.  

First, City Council must publicly demand for the immediate end to practices of family separation 
and incarceration and encourage the federal government to release and reunite families in New 
York State. Second, it must remind the Trump administration that the United States is not above 
our own laws and must ensure a process by which asylum seekers are given the opportunity to 
make their case without fear of losing their children or lengthy incarceration.  

As the Federal administration continues its unwavering attack on immigrants, it is vital, now 
more than ever, that City Council pursue these key recommendations to protect our immigrants 
communities. On behalf of the New York Immigration Coalition, we look forward to both the 
proper implementation of these recommendations that protect and enrich the lives of immigrants 
from this body in the near future. 

 

 

 



 

NYSAAP, District II, Chapters 2 & 3 
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The New York State American Academy of Pediatrics, Chapters 2 & 3 represents more than 
3,000 pediatricians across the 5 boroughs. We are writing to thank you for your work to publicly 
expose the danger to children’s health and wellbeing that the current federal policy of 
Separating Children from their Families and Zero Tolerance is creating. We had hoped to 
participate in person at your recent hearing, but the notification came too late for our 
organization to have someone in attendance.  But we want to go on the record as being 
adamantly opposed to the current federal approach to treating children and families seeking 
asylum as criminals. 
 
Although the federal government has started reunification processes for some children and 
families, the work to date has been slow and maddeningly complicated.  The reality is that the 
government separated these families very quickly, they/we have an obligation to reunify them 
just a quickly. At this time we are asking you do more to forcefully encourage not only the 
timely reunification of families, but also to prevent the federal government from keeping 
reunited families in federal detention.    
 
As pediatricians, we are acutely aware of the long term, negative impacts on brain 
development, emotional regulation, intellectual potential and physical health that separation 
from a loving parent can impose on children. The current state of the more than 300 children 
possibly housed in New York City foster care agencies concerns us greatly. These children need 
to be reunited with their parents now. 
 
Although we know that children housed in New York are not being physically, emotionally and 
environmentally abused as many children are in Texas and in federal detention facilities, the 
very fact that these children have been torn away from their parents is a serious threat to their 
health and development.  
 
Most of the children do not understand what has happened to them. They do not know where 
their parents are.  And most feel bereft and abandoned.  In addition, many children are 



beginning to feel betrayed by parents who have been unable to come and rescue them.  This 
sense of betrayal has the potential to permanently damage these children both physically and 
emotionally for the rest of their lives.   
 
What the federal government is doing is state sponsored child abuse and it must be stopped 
now. As the City Council we urge you to continue to advocate for the swiftest reunification of 
the children being held in New York City. We also urge you not to let this tragedy fade from the 
headlines until all the children in our foster care agencies are reunited with parents or other 
family members. 
 
Despite the recent court ruling demanding that the youngest children, those under 5 be 
reunited with their parents in 14 days, and older children within 30 days little is being done to 
actually make this happen for the majority of separated families.  We are asking you to work 
with us and the many city agencies and not for profits agencies in the City to make sure 
reunifications actually take place on the promised time frame for the children in care within our 
city.  We also want to be sure that the children leaving New York, and indeed all the children 
caught in this nefarious net of anti-immigration policy, once reunited with their parents, are not 
detained in inhumane and dangerous federal holding/detention facilities.  Family detention 
simply re-traumatizes these children and families. As you know, there are many proven and 
safer ways, like ankle monitors for parents, to allow families to be together in the community 
and for the government to be sure that they show up for their asylum hearings. 
 
The thousands of pediatricians across the City, from the Bronx to Staten Island, stand ready to 
help and support all efforts to reunify separated children and families. We are reaching out to 
our members in child welfare agencies and in city and state academic medical centers who may 
see some of these children in clinics or emergency departments. We are also reaching out the 
legal assistance groups to offer our expertise in child health to support their court petitions on 
behalf of these children. Our goal is reunification now! 
 
In addition, we want to take this opportunity to ask you to also focus on the needs of hundreds 
of unaccompanied minors who have sought asylum and are also being held in various 
residential programs across the city and suburbs. These young people deserve your attention as 
well. Processes need to be accelerated to find relatives/sponsors who can and will care for 
these young asylum seekers until their court dates.  The current overly complicated and 
insensitive process denies these young people the help and support they need to adjust to a 
new life. 
 
Please know you can call upon us at any time to help with efforts to help and support the 
youngest and most vulnerable immigrants in New York City.  But also know that we are 
watching and the clock is ticking.  For every day that a child is separated from his or her parents 
that child’s brain and body is suffering trauma. We have no time.  The children have no time, 
for them every day of separation is lifetime of grief and misery.   
 



Let’s work together to reunite these children with their parents now.  And to assure that 
reunified families are not held in detention. 
 
 
Contact: 
Elie Ward, MSW 
Director of Policy, Advocacy & External Relations 
eward@aap.net 
 
 
 
 




















