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INTRODUCTION 

On June 12, 2018, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member Ydanis

Rodriguez, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 84 in relation to clarifying the enforcement of parking

regulations near schools, Int. No. 314 in relation to reporting on the illegal usage of parking permits, Int. No. 332 in relation to providing certain parking privileges for press vehicles, Int. No. 445 in relation to the suspension of alternate side of the street parking rules on blocks adjacent to filming, Proposed Int. No. 596-A  in relation to increasing the fine for the use of unauthorized or fraudulent parking permits, Int. No. 848 in relation to the creation of a residential parking permit system in Northern Manhattan, Int. No. 857 in relation to the creation of a citywide residential parking permit system, Int. No. 887 in relation to providing notice and an opportunity for comment before implementing a major traffic change, Int. No. 898 in relation to the creation of a residential parking permit system in East Elmhurst, Int. No. 910 in relation to allowing vehicles to park on the restricted side of a street which is subject to alternate side parking rules without being ticketed if the owner is in the vehicle and able to move it or if the street has already been cleaned, Int. No. 927 in relation to creating an electronic tracking system for all city-issued parking permits, Int. No. 932 in relation to the misuse of city-issued parking permits, Int. No. 935 in relation to the suspension of alternate side of the street parking rules on streets within a five block radius of street resurfacing projects, and Int. No. 942 in relation to developing and publishing a comprehensive plan regarding the distribution and use of city-issued parking permits.  The Committee expects to hear testimony from the New York City Department of Transportation (“DOT”), members of the public and other interested stakeholders. 
BACKGROUND
Parking Rules 

The DOT and the City have broad regulatory authority over the flow of traffic, parking regulations, and general street use.
 This authority is sometimes met with public criticism especially when regulatory changes are made that would compromise parking, since street space is limited in many areas of the city.  

Recently, DOT has faced public scrutiny for its Congestion Action Plan, which was intended to improve traffic flow by, among other things, removing parking spaces in some of the busiest areas of the city on a pilot basis.
 The Congestion Action Plan has faced some resistance since it was announced, particularly among businesses. For instance, Brooklyn Borough President Eric Adams and local business leaders held a press conference on March 19th objecting to the loss of parking and loading zones as part of the “Clear Curbs” element of the plan along Flatbush Ave, particularly in light of other recent capital projects that have been disruptive in the area.
  Businesses have complained that DOT conducted insufficient outreach about the plan and that it has been detrimental to business.
 The Administrative Code requires a certain level of community notification and consultation when certain changes are made to streets, such as bike lanes, parking meters, and those associated with “major transportation projects,” but generally not for temporary changes.
Even permanent rules and regulations related to parking can be confusing for drivers.  For example, DOT’s regulations restricting parking near schools indicate that parking in school zones (the streets bordering a school) is permitted when school is in recess, but some schools may be open on holidays and during summer vacations, so parking restrictions would remain in effect.
  Currently, the only way for a driver to be certain of whether a school is open is to contact the school directly.

Alternate Side Parking 

The Sanitation Department works with DOT and New York Police Department (“NYPD”) to enforce street cleaning rules, also known as Alternate Side Parking (“ASP”) rules. According to DOT, some street cleaning rules have a three hour limit on designated days of the week, but these times vary throughout the city.
 


As previously mentioned, available parking spaces are often difficult to find in many areas of the city.  ASP is an example of a measure imposed by the City to balance the public good of street cleanliness with people’s inconvenience. The City has made many concessions by suspending ASP on holidays and under emergency circumstances such as severe weather.
  However, street resurfacing or reconstruction projects, which further reduce the number of available parking spaces in a neighborhood, do not generally trigger ASP suspensions, meaning that vehicle owners must still find temporary parking even while parking is limited. This is also the case during various types of television and film productions. Neighborhoods throughout the city have been the setting for various types of productions. Thus, while the film and production industry has provided numerous benefits to New Yorkers, it also has the potential to disrupt the normal flow of traffic and availability of parking by taking up valuable street space.
  Film crews need permits from the Office of Film, Theatre & Broadcasting (a part of the Mayor’s Office of Media and Entertainment) for large productions that involve equipment and large vehicles. Smaller shoots do not need permits, but may still take up parking space and the local communities may still have to abide by normal parking regulations such as ASP.
 

 Aside from extenuating circumstances related to ASP, objections have also been raised that vehicles can be issued summonses after the street cleaner has passed a particular area but before the ASP regulations expire.
 Some cities, including San Francisco, allow people to park once the street sweeper has passed.
 
Parking Placards

In October 2017, thirty individuals were charged with “using fake parking placards made to look like city-issued documents to park in special zones and to avoid paying tickets.”
 Individuals participating in this fake parking placard scam were parking in special zones with laminated placards for city agencies such as the Administration for Children’s Services, the Department of Health, the Fire Department, and the Law Department, and for nongovernmental organizations, such as the American Red Cross and the New York Blood Center.
 

According to the Department of Investigation (“DOI”), the fraudulent placards “cost between $500 and $2,600 on the black market and the demand for them was high, spawning an underground industry.”
 The placards are most often used to thwart parking rules and sometimes used to avoid paying parking tickets altogether. DOI has thus compared the fraudulent use of placards to stealing city resources.
 Additionally, the use of fraudulent placards often frustrates the purpose of reserving parking privileges for those agencies and individuals that most need them, often for medical reasons. For example, one of the defendants was accused of parking in a space reserved for an ambulette that transported people with disabilities to a health care facility and five defendants were accused of using handicapped zone passes.

The fraudulent creation and use of parking placards is not the only problem the city has faced in this area. Often, valid placard holders misuse their placards by ignoring parking rules that still apply to them. For example, it’s been reported that in St. George, Staten Island, police officers at the 120th precinct and workers reporting to the municipal buildings and court offices in the area often park on busy sidewalks, in crosswalks, and block fire hydrants and bus stops, with their city-issued placards on full display on their windshield.
 In fact, the abuse of the city’s parking placard system has been a conspicuous issue for so long that there is even a Twitter account (@placardabuse) dedicated to daily documenting of dozens of illegally parked cars with laminated cards in the window. Even though holders of legitimate placards are still subject to certain parking rules (like not blocking a fire hydrant, for example), it has been widely observed that such rules are not consistently enforced when a placard is displayed.

Transportation advocates have cited the frequent abuse of the placard system as a factor in many traffic issues—the foremost being safety, when traffic and parking rules are ignored, and also a contribution to gridlock and traffic congestion. Indeed, one of the suggestions from New York’s Governor Andrew Cuomo’s recent “Fix NYC” advisory panel to address traffic congestion was to overhaul the City’s placard program.
 

Currently, there are about 160,000 City-issued placards in circulation, with about 114,000 of them being issued to city employees.
 Of these, there are approximately 44,496 NYPD placards, 62,000 DOE placards, and 55,020 DOT placards.
 Each of these agencies separately issue placards to employees. The number of DOE placards had been cut significantly under the Bloomberg Administration, but in May 2017, after a series of court battles, the de Blasio Administration decided to reissue thousands of placards.
 

DOT issues “City-wide Agency” and “Agency Business” placards to government personnel that permit parking in metered parking areas without paying the meter and in “No Parking” areas and “Commercial Vehicle Only” areas.
 Some placards only allow the use of these types of privileges for a limited amount of time and some are excluded from use in zones in lower Manhattan and downtown Brooklyn unless specifically authorized.
  NYPD issues law enforcement placards that are similar to these agency placards.
 

DOT also issues “Agency Authorized” placards for parking in specific designated “authorized agency parking only” locations.
 NYPD has similar placards for use in the immediate vicinity of police precincts.
 Similarly, DOE’s placards can only be used in “Authorized Parking Only - DOE” zones near schools.
 DOT also issues other types of placards to non-government individuals and entities such as non-profit organizations, people with disabilities, and members of the clergy.

City employees are potentially subject to disciplinary action for placard fraud or abuse, including placard revocation, permanent ineligibility for parking privileges, discipline, suspension, or termination.
 Further, §19-166 of the Administrative Code makes it unlawful for individuals to make, have in their possession, or use fraudulent “official cards,” defined as “an official department of transportation special vehicle identification card or any other official card issued by the department of transportation,” and makes such violation punishable by a fine of not less than $250, or imprisonment for not more than 30 days, or both, plus violators can also be charged with a felony for forgery. 


In 2016, the City issued 28,269 summonses to drivers with placards who parked illegally. In 2017, that number increased to 41,921 summonses.
 In May of 2017, as part of an initiative to further crack down on parking placard fraud and abuse, Mayor de Blasio also announced the formation of a new Placard Fraud Enforcement Unit in the NYPD and the hiring of 100 more traffic enforcement agents.
 In the Mayor’s new plan, he outlined stricter controls for the newly reissued DOE placards and tougher enforcement actions across all city agencies, which include new towing capacity, anti-placard enforcement units, new sanctions and penalties for placard fraud and abuse, and a new parking fine of up to $100 for the misuse of placards.
 

In May 2018, DOT held a public hearing regarding proposed rules “[a]mending the Traffic Rules related to agency-authorized parking placards to clarify acceptable use of agency-authorized parking placards and impose a penalty for violation.”
 The proposed rule change involves creating a $50 parking fine for the misuse and fraudulent use of a parking permit to “make clear that misuse and fraudulent use of agency authorized parking permits is a violation of DOT rules.”
 

Residential Parking Permits

While motorists in New York City must pay for parking on metered blocks, largely located in commercial areas, on-street parking in the vast majority of the city’s residential areas is free for both residents and non-residents. Some cities, including San Francisco, Washington, DC, and Hoboken, NJ, restrict parking in some areas to residents with residential parking permits (“RPP”), which are usually issued for a fee.

Some advocates have long advocated for the introduction of a RPP system in New York.
 Arguments in favor of an RPP system have included the idea that New Yorkers are willing to pay for a permit system if it means easier parking near their homes, that such a system would reduce “cruising” while looking for parking, lower both congestion and pollution, provide safety-related benefits and include the ability to raise new revenue to contribute to public transit improvements.
  

In 2008, as part of his effort to pass a congestion pricing plan for New York City, Mayor Michael Bloomberg proposed a RPP plan that would have allowed neighborhoods and community boards to work together to propose their own curbside regulations and zone boundaries.
 Per this proposal, curbside regulations would vary from neighborhood to neighborhood and be limited to very specific times and places.
 DOT even went so far as to convene neighborhood workshops from November 2007 to February 2008 in order to solicit local knowledge and advice on parking conditions and possible strategies.
 Despite the work that went into creating the RPP proposal, the proposal itself was tied to the passing of the congestion pricing legislation.
 When the State Assembly decided not to vote or follow through on the congestion pricing plan, the 2008 RPP proposal died with it.
 

In 2011, the Bloomberg Administration opposed establishing an RPP independent of congestion pricing, arguing that New York City’s high density and limited on-street parking space relative to other cities with RPP programs would limit its effectiveness, with residents in many neighborhoods still having to cruise around for scarce parking spaces.
 The Administration also raised concerns about an RPP program’s impact on local businesses and other services as well as the burden and cost to the City of administering such a program.
  In 2012, DOT studied the possibility of a residential parking permit system near Yankee Stadium in the Bronx and the Barclays Center in Brooklyn before ultimately finding that, even in those limited and unique areas, parking conditions did not warrant it and that the costs of administering and enforcing the program would be prohibitive.

Press Parking

In 2008, the Bloomberg Administration announced a plan to reduce the number of parking permits issued in New York City.
 Around that time, the City ceased issuing Press Photographer and Broadcast Vehicle parking placards.
 According to the New York Press Photographers Association (“NYPPA”), the resulting rules for press parking have had an adverse effect on press photographers’ ability to work around the City.
 In particular, NYPPA cites the requirement that members of the press park in “NYP” zones as a hardship because those parking spots are usually “taken by city vehicles or those with bogus placards and fraudulent out-of-state vanity plates.”
 It has also objected to the loss of the ability to park freely at the site of news events without being subject to tickets and other parking enforcement. 

ANALYSIS OF INT. NO. 84
Section one of Int. No. 84 amends subchapter 2 of chapter 1 of Title 19 of the Administrative Code by adding a new section 19-175.6 to the Administrative Code. Subdivision a of the new section would define the term “school” as any buildings, grounds, facilities, property or portion thereof, whether publicly or privately owned, in which educational instruction is provided to students at or below the twelfth grade level. Subdivision b of the new section would create a requirement that the Department of Transportation post a list on its website of the dates and times during which parking regulations in school zones are in effect. Subdivision c of the new section would also require that parking regulations that relate directly to school operations, such as parking spots for school employees, only be in effect when school is in session.  
Section two of Int. No. 84 would provide that this local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law, except that the Commissioner of Transportation may take necessary measures for implementing this law. 
ANALYSIS OF INT. NO. 314

Section one of Int. No. 314 would define the term “parking permit” as a document, card, or sticker that is displayed in or on a motor vehicle and that indicates permission to park in a certain area has been granted and would require quarterly reporting by the New York City Police Department (NYPD), in consultation with the Department of Transportation (DOT) and Department of Sanitation (DSNY) on the illegal use of parking permits in the city. Section one would also require each report to include information on the number of complaints received by the NYPD in connection with the misuse of parking permits in the city, information on the number of notices of violation or tickets issued in connection with the misuse or illegal use of parking permits and descriptions of how parking permits are misused.  
Section two of Int. No. 314 would provide that this local law takes effect immediately and is deemed repealed after four years. 
ANALYSIS OF INT. NO. 332

Section one of Int. No. 332 would amend subchapter 2 of chapter 1 of Title 19 of the Administrative Code by adding a new section 19-162.3. Subdivision a of the new section would define the term “press vehicle” to mean a motor vehicle registered pursuant to the vehicle and traffic law and which contains a license plate issued by the Department of Motor Vehicles or successor agency indicating such registration has been provided to a member of the press, or a vehicle registered by the New Jersey Motor Vehicle Commission or successor agency or the Connecticut Department of Motor Vehicles  or successor agency in a series reserved for members of the press working in the state of New York. Subdivision b of the new section would exempt press vehicles from no parking or no standing regulations, and would exempt press vehicles from muni-meter regulations. Subdivision c of the new section would limit parking in New York Press (NYP) zones to press vehicles and on-duty emergency vehicles.

Section two of Int. No. 332 would provide that the local law takes effect immediately.   

ANALYSIS OF INT. NO. 445

Section one of Int. No. 445 would amend subchapter 2 of chapter 1 of Title 19 of the Administrative Code by adding a new section 19-163.3. Subdivision a of the new section would require the suspension of alternate side of the street parking (ASP) rules when a permit by the Mayor’s Office of Film Theatre and Broadcasting or successor entity that authorizes filming or related activity is issued. The suspension of ASP rules would be in effect for the duration of the permit on all blocks adjacent to and any portion within two hundred feet of the location of filming or related activity and where such filming or related activity results in a loss of ASP spaces or parking spaces where there are no restrictions.  Subdivision b of the new section would require that a party to whom a permit is issued immediately post notice of the parking rule suspensions in the blocks where parking rules are suspended in accordance with subdivision a of the new section, with the specific content of the notice to be approved by the Commissioner of Transportation. 

Section two of Int. No. 445 would provide that the local law takes effect 120 days after its enactment into law.   
ANALYSIS OF PROPOSED INT. NO. 596-A

Section one of Int. No. 596-A would amend subdivision 6 of section 19-166 of Title 19 of the Administrative Code by increasing the minimum fine from $250 to $500 for the offense of having custody or possession of an unauthorized or fraudulent Department of Transportation (DOT) special vehicle identification card or any other official card issued by DOT. 

Section two of Int. No. 596-A would provide that the local law takes effect immediately.   
ANALYSIS OF INT. NO. 848

Section one of Int. No. 848 would amend subchapter 2 of chapter 1 of Title 19 of the Administrative Code by adding a new section 19-175.6.  Subdivision a of the new section would direct the Department of Transportation (DOT) to create and implement a residential parking permit system in Northern Manhattan, including all areas north of 60th Street through Inwood, as bounded by the intersection of Spuyten Duyvill Creek and Harlem River. The parking permit system would impose, and require the payment of fees applicable to parking within the designated area. Subdivision b of the new section would also direct the DOT to designate the specific areas in which the parking permit system applies, to provide the times of the day and days of the week during which the permit requirements shall be in effect, to make at least 20% of all parking spaces within the permit area available to non-residents, and to provide for short-term parking for at least 90 minutes in duration in such area. Additionally, subdivision b of the new section would also require the DOT to exempt motor vehicles registered pursuant to section 404-a of the Vehicle and Traffic Law from any permit requirement, and to provide a schedule of fees to be paid for residential permits and would require that fees paid in connection with the residential permit system be credited to the general fund of the city of New York. Finally, Subdivision c of the new section would exempt residential parking permits from being required on streets where the adjacent properties are zoned for commercial, office, and/or retail use. 

Section two of Int. No. 848 would provide that the local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law, provided that the DOT may take the necessary measures for the implementation of the local law prior to such date.   
ANALYSIS OF INT. NO. 857

Section one of Int. No. 857 would amend subchapter 2 of chapter 1 of Title 19 of the Administrative Code by adding a new section 19-175.6.  Subdivision a of the new section would direct the Department of Transportation (DOT) to create and implement a citywide residential parking permit system. The parking permit system would impose, and require the payment of fees applicable to parking within the designated area. Subdivision b of the new section would direct the DOT to designate the specific areas in which the parking permit system applies, to provide the times of the day and days of the week during which the permit requirements shall be in effect, to make at least 20% of all parking spaces within the permit area available to non-residents and to provide for short-term parking for at least 90 minutes in duration in such area. Additionally, subdivision b of the new section would also require the DOT to exempt motor vehicles registered pursuant to section 404-a of the Vehicle and Traffic Law from any permit requirement, to provide a schedule of fees to be paid for residential permits, and would require that fees paid in connection with the residential permit system be credited to the general fund of the city of New York. Finally, subdivision c of the new section would exempt residential parking permits from being required on streets where the adjacent properties are zoned for commercial, office, and/or retail use. 

Section two of Int. No. 857 would provide that the local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law, provided that the DOT may take the necessary measures for implementation of the local law prior to such date.   
ANALYSIS OF INT. NO. 887

Section one of Int. No. 887 would amend subchapter 1 of chapter 1 of Title 19 of the Administrative Code by adding a new section 19-101.7.  Subdivision a of the new section would define the term “affected” as having a proposed major traffic change, in whole or in part, in the district of the applicable community board, council member, or business improvement district and would define the term “major traffic change” as any discretionary action taken by the Department of Transportation or any other agency that eliminates one or more lanes for the use of vehicular traffic or parking for at least four hours per day for at least one week, along three or more consecutive blocks or 500 consecutive feet of street, whichever is less. The definition for “major traffic change” would also clarify that any rule proposed or adopted pursuant to chapter 45 of the New York City Charter, (the City Administrative Procedure Act), would not qualify as a major traffic change.  Subdivision b of the new section would also require that, before a major traffic change is implemented, the implementing agency provide a description of the project to the affected council member, community board and business improvement district by electronic mail. Such a description would include the proposal’s geographic limits, description and justification, and a map showing the streets affected by such proposal. Subdivision c of the new section would provide that affected council members, community boards or business improvement districts may submit recommendations or comments to the agency within 10 days of receiving notice of a major traffic change from such agency and subdivision d of the new section would require the applicable agency to consider the said recommendations or comments, if any are received, prior to implementing a proposed major traffic change and, within 10 days, to notify the affected council member, community board and business improvement district by electronic mail if it chooses to proceed with either the original or an amended proposal, along with a description of any amendments. Finally, subdivision e of the new section would exempt major traffic changes requiring immediate implementation to preserve public safety from the requirements of the new section. 

Section two of Int. No. 887 would provide that the local law takes effect 60 days after it becomes law.   
ANALYSIS OF INT. NO. 898

Section one of Int. No. 898 would amend subchapter 2 of chapter 1 of Title 19 of the Administrative Code by adding a new section 19-175.6.  Subdivision a of the new section would direct the Department of Transportation (DOT) to create and implement a residential parking permit system in the neighborhood of East Elmhurst. The parking permit system would impose, and require the payment of fees applicable to parking within the designated area. Subdivision b of the new section would also direct the DOT to designate the specific areas in which the parking permit system applies, to provide the times of the day and days of the week during which the permit requirements shall be in effect, to make at least 20% of all parking spaces within the permit area available to non-residents and to provide for short-term parking for at least 90 minutes in duration in such area. Additionally, it would require the DOT to exempt motor vehicles registered pursuant to section 404-a of the Vehicle and Traffic Law from any permit requirement, and to provide a schedule of fees to be paid for residential permits. Subdivision b would also require that fees paid in connection with the residential permit system be credited to the general fund of the city of New York. Finally, subdivision c of the new section exempts residential parking permits from being required on streets where the adjacent properties are zoned for commercial, office, and/or retail use. 

Section two of Int. No. 898 would provide that the local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law, provided that the DOT may take the necessary measures for implementation of the local law prior to such date.   

ANALYSIS OF INT. NO. 910

Section one of Int. No. 910 would amend chapter 2 of Title 19 of the Administrative Code by adding a new section 19-163.3. Subdivision a of the new section would define “roadway” to mean a portion of the street ordinarily used for vehicular traffic. Subdivision b of the new section would state that no notice of violation of alternate side parking rules shall be issued to a driver or owner of a motor vehicle on a day when alternate side parking rules are in effect if the driver or owner is in the vehicle and ready to move it when the street cleaning vehicle approaches or if the roadway under where the vehicle is parked has already been swept on such day.

Section two of Int. No. 910 would provide that the local law takes effect 60 days after it becomes law.
ANALYSIS OF INT. NO. 927

Section one of Int. No. 927 would amend subchapter 2 of chapter 1 of Title 19 of the Administrative Code by adding a new section 19-166.1. Subdivision a of the new section would define “city-issued parking permit” to mean a document, card, or sticker, issued by a city agency that is displayed in or on a motor vehicle that indicates permission to park in certain areas during certain times has been granted. Subdivision b of the new section would require the Department of Transportation to create a centralized, electronic system in order to track all city-issued parking permits and to record all instances of parking permit misuse and to make the system accessible to all relevant city agencies including the Police Department, the Department of Education and other agencies the DOT deems necessary. Subdivision c of the new section would require that each city-issued parking permit be tracked by an electronic system that would allow police officers and traffic enforcement agents to confirm the validity of the permit in real-time. Finally, subdivision d of the new section would require that every instance of an individual found guilty of misuse of a city-issued parking permit be recorded and tracked within the electronic system. 

Section two of Int. No. 927 would provide that the local law takes effect one year after it becomes law, except that the Commissioner of Transportation, in consultation with the Police Commissioner, shall take any necessary actions to implement this law.
ANALYSIS OF INT. NO. 932

Section one of Int. No. 932 would amend subchapter 2 of chapter 1 of Title 19 of the Administrative Code by adding a new section 19-166.1. Subdivision a of the new section would define “city-issued parking permit” to mean a document, card, or sticker, issued by a city agency that is displayed in or on a motor vehicle that indicates permission to park in certain areas during certain times has been granted. Subdivision a would also define the term “emergency circumstance” as meaning circumstances which present an imminent threat to an individual’s or public health or safety or require immediate action. Subdivision b of the new section would require city-issued parking permits to immediately be revoked from, and prohibited to, individuals who are found guilty of misusing a city-issued parking permit more than three times in one calendar year, using a fraudulent, copied or altered city-issued parking permit even once, or violating those provisions of section 19-166 which are not covered by new section 19-166.1. Subdivision c of the new section would provide an affirmative defense for individuals issued a violation for the misuse of a city-issued parking permit during emergency circumstances.  

Section two of Int. No. 932 would provide that the local law takes effect one year after it becomes law, except that the Commissioner of Transportation, in consultation with the Police Commissioner, shall take any necessary actions to implement this law.

ANALYSIS OF INT. NO. 935

Section one of Int. No. 935 would amend subchapter 2 of chapter 1 of Title 19 of the Administrative Code by adding a new section 19-163.3. The new section would require the Department of Transportation (DOT) to suspend alternate side of the street parking (ASP) rules within a five block radius of any point along a work site on days when it is engaged in street milling or resurfacing work that has used available parking spaces on streets where ASP rules permit parking. Additionally, the DOT would be required to post signage at prominent locations within the designated area indicating that ASP rules have been suspended.

Section two of Int. No. 935 would provide that the local law takes effect immediately.
ANALYSIS OF INT. NO. 942

Section one of Int. No. 942 would amend subchapter 2 of chapter 1 of Title 19 of the Administrative Code by adding a new section 19-166.1. Subdivision a of the new section would define the term “city-issued parking permit” to mean a document, card, or sticker, issued by a city agency that is displayed in or on a motor vehicle that indicates permission to park in certain areas during certain times has been granted. Subdivision b of the new section would require the Department of Transportation, by January 1, 2019, to develop and make publicly available on its website, a comprehensive plan regarding the distribution and use of city-issued parking permits. The plan would include criteria for creating, distributing and retaining city-issued parking permits, an assessment of the appropriate number of city-issued parking permits necessary for essential government services while having minimal impact on traffic congestion, and proposed steps to be taken to curb unnecessary or excessive issuance of city-issued parking permits. Subdivision c of the new section would require the plan to be reviewed at least once every five years and to be revised as appropriate. 

Section two of Int. No. 942 would provide that the local law takes effect immediately.
Int. No. 84

By Council Members Deutsch, Koslowitz, Holden, Yeger, Brannan, Salamanca, Lancman and Moya
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to clarifying the enforcement of parking regulations near schools

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Subchapter 2 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-175.6 to read as follows:

§ 19-175.6 Enforcement of parking regulations in school zones. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the term “school” means any buildings, grounds, facilities, property, or portion thereof, whether publicly or privately owned, in which educational instruction is provided to students at or below the twelfth grade level.

b. The department shall post a list on its website of the days and times during which parking regulations that are based on when school is in session are in effect at each school, including parking spaces designated as solely for school employees and any no standing or no parking zones relating directly to school operations.

c. Parking regulations reserving parking spots for school employees, and no standing zones and no parking zones that relate directly to school operations, shall only be in effect when school is in session.

§ 2. This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law, except that the commissioner of transportation may take such measures as are necessary for the implementation of this local law, including the promulgation of rules, before such date.

ADW/JJD

LS 4564

1/16/2018

Int. No. 314

By Council Member Rodriguez

A Local Law in relation to reporting on the illegal usage of parking permits

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


Section 1. Report a. For the purposes of this section, the term “parking permit” means a document, card, or sticker that is displayed in or on a motor vehicle and that indicates permission to park in a certain area has been granted.  

b. No later than March 30, 2018, and on a quarterly basis thereafter, the police department, in consultation with the department of transportation and the department of sanitation, shall submit to the council a quarterly report on the illegal use of parking permits in the city. Such report shall include, but not be limited to, the following:

 1. Information on the number of complaints received by the police department in connection with the misuse of parking permits in the city;

2. Information on the number of notices of violation or tickets issued in connection with the misuse or illegal use of parking permits; and  

3. A description of how such parking permits were misused in the circumstances. 

§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately and is deemed repealed after four years. 

SH/MN

LS #10179 and 10929/Int. 1833-2017

LS 841

12/22/2017 4:20 PM

Int. No. 332

By Council Member Rodriguez

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to providing certain parking privileges for press vehicles

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Subchapter 2 of chapter one of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-162.3 to read as follows:

§19-162.3. Permissible parking for vehicles operated by members of the press. a. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the term “press vehicle” shall mean: (1) a motor vehicle registered pursuant to the vehicle and traffic law and which contains a license plate issued by the department of motor vehicles or successor agency indicating such registration has been provided to a member of the press; or (2) a vehicle registered by the New Jersey motor vehicle commission or successor agency or the Connecticut department of motor vehicles  or successor agency in a series reserved for members of the press working in the state of New York.
b. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a press vehicle may park where parking or standing is otherwise prohibited except where standing or stopping is prohibited to all motor vehicles, and any such press vehicle shall not be required to use an authorized payment method for a metered parking space or to comply with signage indicating the time limit for such metered parking, provided that at the time of such parking the operator or an occupant of such vehicle immediately preceding the parking of such vehicle is actually engaged in the covering of a news event or matter of public concern.
c. Where the department of any other city agency has granted by sign any privilege of parking or driving to “vehicles with NYP license plates”, such privilege shall be extended solely to press vehicles and on-duty emergency vehicles.
§2.  This local law takes effect immediately.

LF/ENB

LS 811

LS 4245/Int. No. 779-2015, Int. No. 483-A/2011

12/21/17
Int. No. 445

 

By Council Members Deutsch, Cumbo, Levin, Eugene, Constantinides, Espinal, Lancman, Holden, Grodenchik, Treyger, Koslowitz, Salamanca, Maisel, Van Bramer, Reynoso, Cabrera, Yeger, Rivera, Brannan, Adams, Moya and Ulrich
 

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the suspension of alternate side of the street parking rules on blocks adjacent to filming

 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 

Section 1. Subchapter two of chapter one of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-163.3 to read as follows:

§ 19-163.3 Suspension of parking regulations for filming.  a. The issuance of a permit by the mayor's office of film theatre and broadcasting or successor entity that authorizes filming and/or related activity shall result in suspension of alternate side of the street parking rules for the duration of such permit on all blocks adjacent to and any portion of which is within two hundred feet of the location of the filming and/or related activity, and where such filming and/or related activity results in a loss of alternate side parking spaces or spaces where there are no restrictions.
b. In accordance with subdivision c of section 19-175.2 of this subchapter, the party to whom a permit is issued by such mayor's office shall immediately post notice of the parking rule suspensions in the blocks where parking rules are suspended in accordance with subdivision a of this section.  The specific content of such notice shall be approved by the commissioner.
§ 2. This local law shall take effect 120 days after its enactment into law. 

GZ

LS# 2456/Int. No. 1802/2017

December 21, 2017

LS# 641

Proposed Int. No. 596-A

By Council Member Williams


A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to increasing the fine for the use of unauthorized or fraudulent parking permits

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Subdivision 6 of section 19-166 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows: 

6. Has in his or her custody or possession any of the cards hereinbefore mentioned, or any copy or reproduction thereof; is guilty of an offense punishable by a fine of not less than [two hundred fifty dollars] $500, or imprisonment for not more than thirty days, or both.

§ 2.  This local law takes effect immediately.

MWC/MWC/NJC

LS 2075/Int. 1840

LS 688

5/17/2018

Int. No. 848

By Council Members Levine, Rosenthal, Powers and Ayala 

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the creation of a residential parking permit system in Northern Manhattan.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Subchapter 2 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-175.6 to read as follows:
§19-175.6 Residential parking permit system in Northern Manhattan. a. The department shall create and implement a residential parking permit system in Northern Manhattan, to include all areas north of 60th street through Inwood, as bounded by the intersection of Spuyten Duyvill Creek and Harlem River, which fixes and requires the payment of fees applicable to parking within the area in which such parking system is in effect in accordance with the provisions of this section. 
b.  In creating such residential parking system, the department shall:

1.  designate the specific areas in which such parking system applies;

2.  provide the times of the day and days of the week during which permit requirements

shall be in effect; and

3.  make not less than twenty percent of all spaces within the permit area available to

non-residents and provide for short-term parking of not less than ninety minutes in duration in such area; and

4.  provide that motor vehicles registered pursuant to section 404-a of the

New York vehicle and traffic law be exempt from any permit requirement; and

5.  provide the schedule of fees to be paid for residential permits; and

6.  provide that such fees shall be credited to the general fund of the city of

New York.

c.  Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, no such residential parking permit shall be required on streets where the adjacent properties are zoned for commercial, office and/or retail use.

§ 2.  This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law provided that the department may take such measures necessary for the implementation of this local law, including the promulgation of rules, prior to such date. 
NJC

LS 5551

3/6/2018

Int. No. 857

By Council Member Rodriguez, Levine, Van Bramer, Levin and Rivera

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the creation of a citywide residential parking permit system

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Subchapter 2 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-175.6 to read as follows:
§19-175.6 Residential parking permit system. a. The department shall create and implement a citywide residential parking permit system, which fixes and requires the payment of fees for parking within the area in which such parking system is in effect, in accordance with the provisions of this section. 
b.  In creating such residential parking system, the department shall:

1.  designate specific areas in which such parking system applies;

2.  provide the times of the day and days of the week during which permit requirements

shall be in effect; and

3.  make not less than twenty percent of all spaces within the permit area available to

non-residents and provide for short-term parking of not less than ninety minutes in duration in such area; and

4.  provide that motor vehicles registered pursuant to section 404-a of the

New York vehicle and traffic law be exempt from any permit requirement; and

5.  provide the schedule of fees to be paid for residential permits; and

6.  provide that such fees shall be credited to the general fund of the city of

New York.

c.  Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, no such residential parking permit shall be required on streets where the adjacent properties are zoned for commercial, office and/or retail use.

§ 2.  This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law, provided that the department may take such measures necessary for the implementation of this local law, including the promulgation of rules, prior to such date. 
NJC

LS 4590

2/26/2018

Int. No. 887

By Council Members Gjonaj, Moya, Cumbo, Holden, Koslowitz, Deutsch, Espinal and Salamanca

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to providing notice and an opportunity for comment before implementing a major traffic change

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-101.7 to read as follows:

§ 19-101.7 Notice for major traffic changes. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:

Affected. The term “affected” means having the proposed major traffic change, in whole or in part, in the district of the applicable community board, council member, or business improvement district.
Major traffic change. The term “major traffic change” means any discretionary action taken by the department or any other agency that eliminates one or more lanes for the use of vehicular traffic or parking, for at least four hours per day for at least one week, along three or more consecutive blocks, or 500 consecutive feet of street, whichever is less. Any rule proposed or adopted pursuant to chapter 45 of the charter is not a major traffic change.
b. Notice requirement. Before implementing a major traffic change, the implementing agency shall provide a description of such project to the affected council member, community board and business improvement district by electronic mail. Such description shall include, at a minimum, the proposal’s geographic limits, description and justification and a map showing the streets affected by such proposal.
c. Response. Any affected council member, community board, or business improvement district may submit recommendations or comments to the agency within 10 days of receiving notice pursuant to subdivision b.

d. Implementing changes. 1. The applicable agency shall consider recommendations or comments, if any, made pursuant to subdivision c prior to implementing such proposed major traffic change. If no recommendations or comments are received pursuant to subdivision c, the agency has no further obligations under this section with respect to such major traffic change.

2. Within 10 days of consideration pursuant to paragraph 1 of this subdivision, if any, the agency shall notify the affected council member, community board and business improvement district by electronic mail if it chooses to proceed with the original or amended proposal, along with a description of any amendments. 
e. Exception. The provisions of this section do not apply to major traffic changes requiring immediate implementation to preserve public safety.

§ 2. This local law takes effect 60 days after it becomes law.
SIL
LS #6225

05/01/2018

Int. No. 898

By Council Member Moya

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the creation of a residential parking permit system in East Elmhurst

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Subchapter 2 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-175.6 to read as follows:
§19-175.6 Residential parking permit system in East Elmhurst. a. The department shall create and implement a residential parking permit system in the neighborhood of East Elmhurst, which fixes and requires the payment of fees for parking within the area in which such parking system is in effect in accordance with the provisions of this section. 
b.  In creating such residential parking system, the department shall:

1.  designate specific areas in which such parking system applies;

2.  provide the times of the day and days of the week during which permit requirements

shall be in effect; and

3.  make not less than twenty percent of all spaces within the permit area available to

non-residents and provide for short-term parking of not less than ninety minutes in duration in such area; and

4.  provide that motor vehicles registered pursuant to section 404-a of the

New York vehicle and traffic law be exempt from any permit requirement; and

5.  provide the schedule of fees to be paid for residential permits; and

6.  provide that such fees shall be credited to the general fund of the city of

New York.

c.  Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, no such residential parking permit shall be required on streets where the adjacent properties are zoned for commercial, office and/or retail use.

§ 2.  This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law provided that the department may take such measures necessary for the implementation of this local law, including the promulgation of rules, prior to such date. 
NJC

LS 5548

3/2/2018

Int. No. 910

By Council Members Rodriguez, Deutsch and Yeger 

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to allowing vehicles to park on the restricted side of a street which is subject to alternate side parking rules without being ticketed if the owner is in the vehicle and able to move it or if the street has already been cleaned.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Chapter 2 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-163.3 to read as follows:

§ 19-163.3 Restrictions on issuing notices of violation for alternate side of the street parking violations. a. For the purposes of this section, the term “roadway” means that portion of the street ordinarily used for vehicular travel. 

b. No notice of violation of alternate side parking rules shall be issued to a driver or owner of a motor vehicle on a day when alternate side parking rules are in effect if the driver or owner is in the vehicle and ready to move such vehicle when the street cleaning vehicle approaches or if the roadway under where such vehicle is parked has already been swept on such day. 

§2. This local law takes effect 60 days after it becomes law.

JW/MN

Int.  20-2014

LS#6080

03/14/2018

Int. No. 927

By the Speaker (Council Member Johnson) and Council Member Lander

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to creating an electronic tracking system for all city-issued parking permits

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Subchapter 2 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-166.1 to read as follows:

§19-166.1 Electronic tracking system for city-issued parking permits. 
a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings: 

City-issued parking permits. The term “city-issued parking permit” means a document, card, or sticker, issued by a city agency that is displayed in or on a motor vehicle that indicates permission to park in certain areas during certain times has been granted.

b. The department shall create a centralized, electronic system in order to track all city-issued parking permits and to record all instances of parking permit misuse. Such electronic system shall be accessible to all relevant agencies, including, but not limited to, the police department, the department of education, and such other agencies as the department deems necessary.
c. Each city-issued parking permit shall be tracked by means of such electronic system to allow police officers and traffic enforcement agents to confirm the validity of such permit in real time.

d. Every instance of an individual found guilty of the misuse of city-issued parking permits shall be recorded and tracked within said electronic system. 

§2. This local law shall take effect one year after it becomes law except that the commissioner of transportation, in consultation with the police commissioner as necessary, shall take any necessary actions to implement this law, including the promulgation of rules, prior to such effective date. 

NJC

LS 6114

5/2/2018

Int. No. 932

By Council Member Chin and Lander

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the misuse of city-issued parking permits

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Subchapter 2 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-166.1 to read as follows:

§19-166.1 Misuse of city-issued parking permits. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings: 

City-issued parking permits. The term “city-issued parking permit” means a document, card, or sticker, issued by a city agency that is displayed in or on a motor vehicle that indicates permission to park in certain areas during certain times has been granted.

Emergency circumstance. The term “emergency circumstance” means circumstances which present an imminent threat to an individual’s or public health or safety or require immediate action.

b. City-issued parking permits shall be immediately revoked from and thereafter prohibited to those individuals who are found guilty of:

1. Misusing a city-issued parking permit more than three times in one calendar year; 

2. Using a fraudulent, copied, or altered city-issued parking permit even once; or

3. Violating any provision in section 19-166 not covered in the above provisions.

c. Notwithstanding the above subdivision, it shall be an affirmative defense for an individual that such individual was issued a violation for the misuse of a city-issued parking permit during emergency circumstances.

§2. This local law shall take effect one year after it becomes law except that the commissioner of transportation, in consultation with the police commissioner as needed, shall take any necessary actions to implement this law, including the promulgation of rules, prior to such effective date. 

NJC

LS 6116

5/15/2018

Int. No. 935

By Council Members Deutsch, Cumbo, Holden, Brannan, Adams, Salamanca, Lancman and Moya
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the suspension of alternate side of the street parking rules on streets within a five block radius of street resurfacing projects

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Subchapter 2 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-163.3 to read as follows:
§ 19-163.3 Suspension of parking rules on blocks adjacent to street resurfacing projects. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, on days where the department is engaged in street milling or resurfacing work, and has consequently used available parking spaces on streets where alternate side of the street parking rules permit parking, such rules shall be suspended within a five block radius of any point along the work site in which parking spaces are being used by the department. The department shall post signage at prominent locations within the designated area indicating that such rules have been suspended. 

§2. This local law takes effect immediately.  

ENB/MN

LS #3562 and 4563

1/11/2018

Int. No. 942

By Council Member Koo

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to developing and publishing a comprehensive plan regarding the distribution and use of city-issued parking permits

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Subchapter 2 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-166.1 to read as follows:

§19-166.1 Comprehensive plan for the distribution and use of city-issued parking permits. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings: 

City-issued parking permits. The term “city-issued parking permit” means a document, card, or sticker, issued by a city agency that is displayed in or on a motor vehicle that indicates permission to park in certain areas during certain times has been granted.

b. By January 1, 2019, the department shall develop and make publicly available on its website a comprehensive plan regarding the distribution and use of city-issued parking permits. Such plan shall include, but not be limited to, the following:

1. Criteria for the creation, distribution, and retention of city-issued parking permits;

2. An assessment of the appropriate number of city-issued parking permits necessary for essential government services, while having minimal impact on traffic congestion; and

3. Proposed steps to be taken to curb unnecessary or excessive issuance of city-issued parking permits.

c. Such plan shall be reviewed and may be revised as appropriate at least once every 5 years.

§2. This local law shall take effect immediately.
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