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I. Introduction
On May 3, 2018, the Committee on Governmental Operations, chaired by Council Member Fernando Cabrera, will hold a hearing and a vote on Preconsidered Res. No. _____ (Speaker Johnson), which calls upon the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, A.5382A, the “Voter Enfranchisement Modernization Act of 2018,” an act that establishes an electronic personal voter registration process and provides for online voter registration, Res. No. 307-2018 (Cabrera), which calls upon the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, legislation that would authorize Same-Day Voter Registration in New York, allowing eligible New York City residents to register to vote and cast a ballot at the poll-site on Election Day, Preconsidered Res. No. _____ (Cabrera), which calls upon the New York State legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, A.9758A/S.7149, in relation to the political expenditures of limited liability companies, Preconsidered Res. No. ______ (Cabrera), which calls upon the New York State legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, A.7404, in relation to requiring a new party to file a certificate following the election at which the party obtains party status, Preconsidered Res. No. ________ (Kallos), which calls upon the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, A.7623/S.840 and A9608B, in relation to authorizing ballot by mail, no excuse absentee ballot voting and early voting, and Preconsidered Res. No. ______ (Powers), which calls upon the New York State legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, A.9923, in relation to improving the format of ballot proposals to minimize confusion. The committee expects to receive testimony from advocate members of the public related to the above topics.
II. Background
New York State consistently has one of the lowest voter turnout rates, ranking 41st among states in the 2016 General Election.
 In spite of an ever decreasing pool of unregistered voters, as Get Out of the Vote initiatives successfully register new voters, New York City’s Voter Assistance Advisory Commission reports that voter turnout among new registrants was lower in 2017 than for returning voters.
 The many contributing factors to the low voter turnout rate necessitate a full modernization of the election process in the State of New York, from voter registration to Election Day procedure. The Committee will hear and vote on a collection of six Resolutions that touch on voter registration, voting procedure, new party filing deadlines, ballot format and campaign finance.
Online Voter Registration

In New York State, the public can register to vote, or update their information, online by using the NYS Department of Motor Vehicles’ (‘DMV’) Electronic Voter Registration Application.
 To register, applicants must have a New York State DMV issued driver license, permit or Non-Driver ID, as well as be able to provide the zip code currently on file with the DMV and the last four digits of their Social Security Number.
 Once completed, the application is transferred from the DMV to the local Board of Elections (‘BOE’), since as their website states “[t]he DMV does not approve or deny voter registration applications. We only send the application to the County or City Board of Elections for their review.”
 Their role is merely that of an electronic intermediary.


The Governor has stated that since its 2012 launch, the website has processed more than 600,000 applications but the demand for this service is such that the website has developed a reputation for crashing right before a registration deadline.
 In March of 2016, WNYC obtained documents under a Freedom of Information Law Request showing that the DMV’s Director of Agency Program Services alerted the State BOE staff by email of overwhelming traffic to the site. A Facebook promotion that linked to the site caused a bottleneck that delayed the DMV for several days from sending out applications already received.
 The site went down again a few hours before the deadline, after which the public was told to download a registration form, fill it out, save it, email it to the DMV and include a statement of affirmation in the body of the message.
 Although the DMV explained that one of the difficulties in 2016 had been that the only way to fill out an online application was if the applicant also had a MyDMV account, which is no longer required, it also may demonstrate the difficulties of a single system serving such a populous state.

Many election officials and advocates have embraced online voter registration. The bipartisan Presidential Commission on Election Administration, in its 2014 report, listed expanding online registration as its top recommendation for localities.
 Twenty-three states, including New York, now offer online registration to applicants with an existing signature in the state’s DMV database.
  Several of these states have gone further and offer online registration to applicants without a state-issued identification card, including Minnesota, Delaware, and Missouri.
 After 2016, a full 17.4% of voter registrations were accomplished online nationally.
 
In 2017, the City Council passed, and the Mayor signed into law, Local Law 238, in relation to online facilitation of voter registration, to create a web portal for local online voter registration, that would facilitate the registration of any eligible resident of the City. However, this portal is specific to New York City residents, and does not cover the entire state, making it less responsive to the mobility of New Yorkers who may move in and out of the city multiple times in a lifetime. 
Same-Day Voter Registration

Potential voters often find it challenging to register, due to confusing rules and/or lack of time, resulting in nearly 25% of eligible voters not being registered, according to the public policy group Demos. An estimated two million eligible New Yorkers remain unregistered to vote according to Census data and BOE’s records. Get Out the Vote efforts across New York City in 2017 led to a decrease in unregistered voters from 14.3% of city residents to 13.4%.
 Under the current process, the voter registration must be completed several weeks before an election, causing many hopeful registrants to not be eligible to vote in the election for which they were interested in participating. New York’s change of party registration deadlines are even more cumbersome, requiring voters to change their party registration one year and 25 days prior to the current year’s General Election. This is the earliest party enrollment change deadline in the nation. 
There are currently 15 states and the District of Columbia in the United States that have implemented same-day voter registration. Demos analyzed voter turnout data from 1980 to 2012 and found that turn-out rates were 10% higher in states with same-day voter registration.
 Using 2012 presidential election data, Demos additionally found that four of the top five states for voter turnout had implemented same-day registration.
 By implementing ‘same-day’ voter registration, New York could see a higher voter turnout rate, as it would allow eligible New Yorkers to register to vote and cast a ballot on Election Day, extending the right to vote to those who have only recently become interested.
 
New Party Filing Deadline
After each New York State gubernatorial election, the state BOE is required to publish a new voter registration form, which must include the parties included on the ballot for the next four years. Under current law, there is no deadline provided for the filing of a new party’s name and emblem, which regularly leads to delays in the creation, printing and distribution of new voter registration forms. Setting a deadline for the filing of new parties would decrease the administrative burden of distributing voter registration forms, and extend the ability for New Yorkers to register with the party of their choice sooner and more efficiently. 
Absentee Voting


A 2010 United States Census Bureau survey found that the most common reason cited by non-voters for not voting is a category defined as “No time off/too busy.” One way to remedy this problem is instating “no-excuse absentee voting.” In order to qualify to vote by absentee ballot in New York State, a registered voter must be either: 
· Absent from the city (for residents of New York City) on Election Day, 
· Unable to appear at the polls due to temporary or permanent illness or disability,

· A primary care giver of one or more individuals who are ill or physically disabled, 
· A patient or inmate in a Veterans’ Administration Hospital, 
· Detained in jail awaiting Grand Jury action or 
· Confined in prison after conviction for an offense other than a felony.
 
Applications to vote by absentee ballot may be obtained in person at the local offices of the BOE at least 32 days prior to an election, a pdf form may be downloaded and mailed to the local BOE or a letter requesting an absentee ballot may be sent within a certain period of time.
 This is to be distinguished from an early voting system as absentee ballots may only be obtained or used under the above circumstances.


Even so, there have been complications for voters seeking to receive absentee ballots. One registered voter attempted to vote by absentee ballot by appearing in person at the Brooklyn office of the NYC Board of Elections, within the 32 days before the upcoming general election during which the absentee ballots should be available, but was told that the actual ballots were not yet ready. The ballots for voters appearing in person are being prepared on-demand, so as not to print more than needed, but according to the news report not all of the staff was familiar with the on-demand system and the voter in the article was forced to leave and return another day because of the delay.
 The Executive Director of the NYC Board of Elections was quoted as saying that the staffs in the borough offices have been reminded about the on-demand system.


Twenty-seven states and the District of Columbia currently allow any voter to vote via absentee ballot without offering an excuse, and three states have all-mail voting where ballots are automatically sent to every eligible voter, according to the National Conference of State Legislatures. In New York State, not only does a voter need a qualifying reason to vote by absentee ballot, but falsely citing one of the qualifying reasons is a felony. Authorizing no excuse absentee voting in New York State would remove barriers to accessing absentee ballots and have a positive impact on voter turnout rates.

Early Voting

Another means of ensuring that voters cast ballots, despite having no time off, is to implement a system of early voting in New York State. In fact, all but 13 states, including New York, offer early voting, and 33% of voters nationwide cast their ballot before Election Day in the 2016 General Election. Allowing voters more than a single day to vote would further accommodate those who are physically unable to vote on Election Day and reduce conflicts between voting and job, family, or care-giving responsibilities. Additionally, early voting better distributes the systemic pressure placed on election administration by reducing the effects of high-impact voting disruptions such as severe weather events, broken machines, impaired poll site access, and common voter suppression tactics. 
Ballot Format

The current format and typical length of New York election ballots require the ballot questions to regularly appear on the opposite side of the ballot from where the candidate names appear. Two-sided ballots have led to a drop-off in votes on ballot questions when compared to the number of votes for candidates: in the 2017 General Election, there was a 10.7% drop-off
 in votes cast for the first ballot question as compared to the number of votes cast for the Mayor line. With more visual guidance, voters can be directed to turn the ballot over and instructed to complete the ballot questions on the second page. 
Campaign Finance and Limited Liability Companies


Under New York State law, corporations have an annual cap of $5,000 on their expenditures made for political purposes. However, the New York State Election Law section governing political activity by corporations does not explicitly name Limited Liability Companies (‘LLC’). As a result, the New York State BOE issued an advisory opinion in 1996 that designated LLCs as individuals, and thus subjected LLCs to the campaign contribution limits and disclosure requirements for individuals. The BOE’s opinion relied on a since repealed federal law, and is currently contrary to the Federal Election Commissions’ 1999 rule which treats LLCs as corporations or partnerships for the purposes of campaign contributions. Under the current BOE guidance, individuals or entities repeatedly use separate LLCs to make multiple political donations up to $150,000 per LLC in statewide elections, adding up to millions of dollars in combined donations tied back to one individual or entity. New York Public Interest Research Group found in 2013 that LLC contributions accounted for 14% of all money raised by statewide candidates and parties, more than three times the amount contributed by donors who gave $1,000 or less. This allows individuals and entities to make virtually unlimited political expenditures in the state of New York, hindering electoral competition and directly affecting the political representation of New York City residents at the state level.
III. Legislative Analysis
Preconsidered Res. No. _____
Preconsidered Res. No. _____ (The Speaker) calls upon the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, A.5382A, the “Voter Enfranchisement Modernization Act of 2018,” an act that establishes an electronic personal voter registration process and provides for online voter registration. This proposed legislation would create a robust electronic means of registering to vote, and minimize barriers to updating personal information. 
Res. No. 307-2018

Res. 307-2018 (Cabrera) calls upon the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, legislation that would authorize Same-Day Voter Registration in New York, allowing eligible New York City residents to register to vote and cast a ballot at the poll-site on Election Day. This proposed legislation would remove barriers to voting on Election day by allowing all eligible voters to register and cast a ballot on election day, regardless of registration deadlines.
Preconsidered Res. No._____ (Cabrera)

Preconsidered Res. No. _______ (Cabrera) calls upon the New York State legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, A.9758A/S.7149, in relation to the political expenditures of limited liability companies. Under the proposed legislation, LLCs would be restricted to the same $5,000 aggregate contribution limit as corporations, and all LLCs that make an expenditure for political purposes would need to disclose the identity of all direct and indirect LLC owners, with the percentage of ownership. The bill would also require LLCs to attribute any contributions made by the LLC to its owners, in proportion to their ownership interest.
Preconsidered Res. No._____ (Cabrera)

Preconsidered Res. No. ________ (Cabrera) calls upon the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, A.7404, in relation to requiring a new party to file a certificate following the election at which the party obtains party status. This proposed legislation would set the new party deadline to the last day in February after a gubernatorial election, and require that late applications take effect in the last day of January after the next gubernatorial election. Setting a deadline for new party filings would improve the access timeline of new voter registration forms, allowing more people to register to vote sooner. 
Preconsidered Res. No._____ (Kallos)

Preconsidered Res. No. _____ (Kallos) calls upon the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, A.7623/S.840 in relation to authorizing ballot by mail and no excuse absentee ballot voting, and A9608B, in relation to authorizing early voting. The proposed legislation would have a positive impact on voter turnout in the city of New York by providing two voting solutions for eligible voters who are unable to vote on the date of the election for reasons beyond the admissible reasons granted under current election law. 
Preconsidered Res. No._____ (Powers)


Preconsidered Res. No. _____ (Powers) calls upon the New York State legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, A.9923, in relation to improving the format of ballot proposals to minimize confusion. The proposed legislation would require the BOE to provide clear directions that a ballot is two-sided, on ballots where ballot questions appear. This would have a positive impact on the drop off rates of voter responses to ballot questions as compared to votes cast for candidates.
Res. No. 

Resolution calling upon the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, A.5382A, the “Voter Enfranchisement Modernization Act of 2018,” an act that establishes an electronic personal voter registration process and provides for online voter registration.

By the Speaker (Council Member Johnson)


Whereas, the right to vote is a fundamental right secured in both the federal constitution and the New York state constitution; and

Whereas, The only fully electronic voter registration system currently in operation statewide is the New York State Department of Motor Vehicles electronic voter registration system, which requires the registrant to have a New York State issued driver license, permit or Non-Driver ID; and


Whereas, Hundreds of thousands of New Yorkers have used the DMV registration system since it was launched in 2012 but the demand for the service led to the website crashing right before registration deadlines; and


Whereas, Studies have found that fewer young people are obtaining driver licenses, yet they would be most likely to register to vote online; and


Whereas, The City Council passed, and the Mayor signed into law, Local Law 238 of 2017, in relation to online facilitation of voter registration, to create a web portal for local online voter registration, that would facilitate the registration of any eligible resident of the City; and



Whereas, A.5382A would establish, in addition to the existing methods for voter registration, a process for any eligible New Yorker to register to vote through a New York State Board of Elections website; now, therefore, be it


Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, A.5382A, the “Voter Enfranchisement Modernization Act of 2018,” an act that establishes an electronic personal voter registration process and provides for online voter registration.
LS#6569 

4/23/18
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Res. No. 
Resolution calling upon the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, legislation that would authorize Same-Day Voter Registration in New York, allowing eligible New York City residents to register to vote and cast a ballot at the poll-site on Election Day.

By Council Member Cabrera

Whereas, All eligible New Yorkers deserve a reasonable opportunity to exercise their fundamental voting rights; and 

Whereas, New York State consistently has one of the lowest voter turnout rates, ranking 41st among states in the 2016 General Election, according to the United States Elections Project; and

Whereas, Potential voters often find it challenging to register, due to confusing rules and/or lack of time, resulting in nearly 25% of eligible voters not being registered, according to the public policy group Demos; and
Whereas, Under the current process, the voter registration must be completed several weeks before an election, causing many hopeful registrants to not be eligible to vote in the election that they were interested in taking part; and

Whereas, New York State has closed primary elections that require voters to register with a political party in order to participate in their party’s primary; and

Whereas, New York currently has the earliest party enrollment change deadline in the United States: it is a full year and 25 days prior to the current year’s General Election; and 

Whereas, As a result, while the General Election voter turnout is regularly low (62% in 2016), the 2016 Congressional and State Primary Elections saw an abysmal 8% voter turn-out; and

Whereas, Steps can be taken to modernize the voter registration process, which will increase the number of potential voters and the chance of higher voter turnout; and

Whereas, Same-day voter registration would allow eligible New Yorkers to register to vote and cast a ballot on Election Day, extending the right to vote to those who have only recently become interested; and

Whereas, There are currently 15 states and the District of Columbia in the United States that have implemented same-day voter registration; and
Whereas, Public policy group Demos analyzed voter turn-out data from 1980 to 2012 and found that turn-out rates were 10% higher in states with same-day voter registration; and

Whereas, Using 2012 presidential election data, Demos found that four of the top five states for voter turnout had implemented same-day registration; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, legislation that would authorize Same-Day Voter Registration in New York, allowing eligible New York City residents to register to vote and cast a ballot at the poll-site on Election Day.
LS2440
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Res. No.

Resolution calling upon the New York State legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, A.9758A/S.7149, in relation to the political expenditures of limited liability companies. 

By Council Member Cabrera

Whereas, Under New York State law, corporations have an annual cap of $5,000 on their expenditures made for political purposes; and

Whereas, Limited liability companies (‘LLC’) are not explicitly named in the New York State Election Law section governing political activity by corporations; and 

Whereas, In 1996, the New York State Board of Elections issued an advisory opinion that relied on a since repealed federal law designating LLCs as individuals, and thus subjecting LLCs to the campaign contribution limits and disclosure requirements for individuals; and  

Whereas, As a result of this advisory opinion, LLC contributions are governed in a way inconsistent with all other corporate campaign contributions; and

Whereas, Individuals or entities repeatedly use separate LLCs to make multiple political donations up to $150,000 per LLC in statewide elections, adding up to millions of dollars in combined donations tied back to one individual or entity; and

Whereas, The identities of LLC owners and partners are often masked as the New York State Department of State does not require LLCs to identify their members or managers; and

Whereas, New York State Assembly Member Simon and New York State Senator Kavanagh introduced A9758A/S7149, subjecting LLCs to existing contribution limits for corporations; and

Whereas, Under the proposed legislation, LLCs would be restricted to the same $5,000 aggregate contribution limit as corporations, and all LLCs that make an expenditure for political purposes would need to disclose the identity of all direct and indirect LLC owners, with the percentage of ownership; and

Whereas, The bill would also require LLCs to attribute any contributions made by the LLC to its owners, in proportion to their ownership interest; and

Whereas, Removing the ‘LLC loophole’ would bring New York State Election Law into alignment with the Federal Election Commissions’ 1999 rule which treats LLCs as corporations or partnerships for the purpose of campaign contributions; and

Whereas, New York Public Interest Research Group found in 2013 that LLC contributions accounted for 14% of all money raised by statewide candidates and parties, more than three times the amount contributed by donors who gave $1,000 or less; and 

Whereas, New York City has one of the strongest and most transparent campaign finance systems in the nation by amplifying the value of small-dollar contributions through public matching in an effort to reduce the possibility and perception of corruption from large contributions; and

Whereas, The ability of individuals and entities to make virtually unlimited political expenditures in the state of New York via the LLC loophole hinders electoral competition and directly impacts the political representation of New York City residents at the state level; therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the New York State legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, A.9758A/S.7149, in relation to the political expenditures of limited liability companies. 

LS6573
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Res. No.

Resolution calling upon the New York State legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, A.7404 in relation to requiring a new party to file a certificate following the election at which the party obtains party status. 

By Council Member Cabrera


Whereas, After each New York State gubernatorial election, the state Board of Election is required to publish a new voter registration form; and


Whereas, The voter registration form must include the parties on the ballot for the next four years; and


Whereas, Under current law, there is no deadline provided for the filing of a new party’s name and emblem; and


Whereas, Without a deadline, new registration forms are not issued in a timely manner; and


Whereas, New York State Assembly Member Galef introduced A.7404, which would set the new party filing deadline to the last day in February after a gubernatorial election; and

Whereas, Under the proposed legislation, any late applications would take effect on the last day of January after the next gubernatorial election; and


Whereas, The proposed legislation gives new parties four months from the general election to file a new party name and emblem; and 

Whereas, Requiring a deadline for new party enrollments would allow voter registration forms to be finalized and issued more quickly and regularly, improving access to voter registration forms, thereby increasing the number of potential voters; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, that the Council of The City of New York calls upon the New York State legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, A.7404 in relation to requiring a new party to file a certificate following the election at which the party obtains party status.
LS6570
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Res. No.
Resolution calling upon the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, A.7623/S.840 and A9608B, in relation to authorizing ballot by mail, no excuse absentee ballot voting and early voting.
By Councilmember Kallos
Whereas, Popular sovereignty through voting is a foundational bedrock of our democracy; and 

Whereas, All eligible New Yorkers deserve a reasonable opportunity to exercise their fundamental voting rights; and 

Whereas, According to the United States Elections Project, New York State ranked 41st among states’ voter turnout in the 2016 general election; and
Whereas, In the 2014 general election, only 20% of eligible voters in New York City voted, hitting a historic low, according to the New York City Campaign Finance Board; and

Whereas, A 2010 United States Census Bureau survey found that the most common reason cited by non-voters for not voting is a category defined as “No time off/too busy;” and
Whereas, A New York voter may only utilize their assigned polling location between 6:00 A.M. and 9:00 P.M. on a single weekday Election Day in order to exercise their right to vote; and 

Whereas, The 15-hour window of opportunity to vote in New York potentially results in disenfranchisement due to unintended delays in opening poll sites, as occasionally happens locally, given the large number of poll sites in New York City; and

Whereas, Many states with high voter turnout rates have instituted various electoral reforms to increase participation, including permitting voters to cast absentee ballots without citing an excuse and implementing early voting; and

Whereas, Twenty-seven states and the District of Columbia currently allow any voter to vote via absentee ballot without offering an excuse, and three states have all-mail voting where ballots are automatically sent to every eligible voter, according to the National Conference of State Legislatures; and

Whereas, New York State voters may only vote by absentee ballot if they can affirm one of several reasons: absence from their county or New York City on Election Day, illness or disability, primary care taker responsibilities of  someone ill or disabled, and detention in jail or prison; and

Whereas, Applying for an absentee ballot and falsely citing one of the qualifying reasons is a felony; and

Whereas, Many advocates for increased voter participation have supported removing these limitations on absentee voting, since potential voters often miss the opportunity to cast a ballot when the voting period is confined only to certain hours of one day; and

Whereas, New York State Assembly Member Clyde Vanel and New York State Senator Comrie introduced A.7623/S.840, amending section 2 of article 2 of the New York State Constitution to authorize ballot by mail, thereby removing cause for absentee ballot voting; and  

Whereas, Establishing no-excuse absentee voting in New York State would increase voter participation by allowing all voters the option to vote from home at a time convenient to them; and

Whereas, Another means to improve voter turnout is by offering early voting; and

Whereas, In the 2016 general election more than 33% of voters nationwide cast their ballot before Election Day; and
Whereas, Only 13 states, including New York, do not offer in-person early voting; and

Whereas, A New York voter may only vote prior to Election Day by absentee ballot if such voter affirms that they have an acceptable reason for being unable to physically visit their assigned polling site during the entire single Election Day; and

Whereas, Allowing voters more than a single day to vote would further accommodate those who are physically unable to vote on Election Day and reduce conflicts between voting and job, family, or care-giving responsibilities; and

Whereas, Early voting better distributes the systemic pressure placed on election administration by reducing the effects of high-impact voting disruptions such as severe weather events, broken machines, impaired poll site access, and common voter suppression tactics; and  

Whereas, New York State Assembly Member Lavine introduced A9608B, which would provide registered voters with seven days of early voting; and

Whereas, Whereas, Implementing Board of Elections safeguards would prevent early voters from casting multiple ballots in the same election; and

Whereas, Whereas, Only 57.3% of eligible New York State voters cast a ballot in the 2016 general election, near the bottom of the turnout rate for all states; and

Whereas, Some have attributed New York's low voter turnout to the State's lack of an alternative to single day, in-person voting; now, therefore, be it


Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the New York State legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, A.7623/S.840 and A9608B, in relation to authorizing ballot by mail, no excuse absentee ballot voting and early voting.
LS5204
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Res. No.

Resolution calling upon the New York State legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, A.9923, in relation to improving the format of ballot proposals to minimize confusion.

By Council Member Powers
Whereas, Due to the current format and typical length of New York election ballots, the ballot questions are regularly, if not always, required to be on the opposite side of the ballot on which candidate names appear; and

Whereas, As evidenced in the ballot data, there has been drop off in votes on ballot questions when compared to the number of votes cast for candidates; and

Whereas, In the 2017 General Election, there was a 9% drop in votes cast for the first ballot question  as compared to the number of votes cast for the Mayor line; and 

Whereas, This drop in votes could be attributed to a lack of clarity in guiding voters to complete the second page of the ballot; and 

Whereas, New York State Assembly Member Buchwald introduced A.9923, which would require the State Board of Elections to add clear and graphic instructions that a ballot is two-sided, when it is; and
Whereas, Providing clear instructions that a ballot is two-sided would positively impact the number of votes on ballot questions; and

Whereas, For 2018 and 2019, the City of New York will have at least two ballot questions related to the Mayoral and Council Charter Revision Commissions, which could entail significant changes to the New York City government; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the New York State legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, A.9923, in relation to improving the format of ballot proposals to minimize confusion.
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