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Introduction


On April 23, 2018, the Committee on Criminal Justice, chaired by Council Member Keith Powers, will hold a hearing on issues related to violence in city jails, and three bills: Int. No. 447, Int. No. 741 and Int. No. 779. The Committee expects to receive testimony from representatives of the Department of Correction (DOC), as well as unions, advocates and other interested members of the public.
Proposed Legislation

Below is a brief summary of each piece of legislation. These summaries are intended for informational purposes only and do not substitute for legal counsel. The full text of each bill is attached below.
Int. No. 447
The term “lockdown” is widely used to indicate any time when inmates are not permitted to move within a DOC facility, typically due to a dangerous condition such as a physical altercation.  There are three basic types of lockdowns: a department-wide lockdown; a facility lockdown; and a lockdown within a unit or other smaller component of a facility.  During lockdowns, inmates are not able to access important or even necessary services such as attorney or family visits, medical treatment, the law library, showers or recreation.
Int. No. 447 requires the DOC to post quarterly and yearly reports on departmental and facility lockdowns.  Such reports would be further disaggregated by the facility effected and reason for the lockdown. 
Int. No. 741
The New York City Board of Correction mandates that all inmates are entitled to one free local telephone call “upon admission to a facility,” and that subsequently “indigent” pretrial detainees are entitled to three free local telephone calls per week, while sentenced “indigent” inmate are entitled to two such calls.  Long distance calls are always “at the expense” of the inmate. According to public documents published by the Office of Management and Budget, the DOC generates revenues of $6 million per year from these fees. The fees charged to inmates are regulated by the Federal Communications Commission, with a cap of 21 cents per minute for certain types of interstate long distance calls and 25 cents per minute for other types of interstate long distance calls.
Int. No. 741 prohibits the DOC from receiving any revenue for providing telephone services to inmates and requires that all telephone services be provided free of charge to inmates and the receiving party.  
Int. No. 779

In September of 2016, the DOC announced increased security measures on Rikers Island jail facilities, including the provision of electronic stun guns to certain supervisory correction officers in the Emergency Services Unit (ESU).  In February of 2018, the DOC announced that additional  electronic stun guns would be provided to correction officers working with the ESU.    


In order to provide some transparency on this new security measure, Int. No. 741 would require that the DOC to issue quarterly reports on the use of electronic shock devices. 
. 
Int. No. 447

 

By Council Member Dromm 

..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of correction to report on the rate of lockdowns
..Body
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1.  Chapter 1 of title 9 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 9-154 to read as follows:  
§ 9-154 Lockdown report. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:

Departmental lockdown. The term “departmental lockdown” means any period of time during which inmates are not permitted to move within any departmental facility.
Facility lockdown. The term “facility lockdown” means any period of time during which inmates are not permitted to move within a departmental facility.
b. 45 days after the quarter beginning January 1, 2019, and no later than the 45th day after the end of each subsequent quarter, the department shall post on its website a report containing the following information for the preceding quarter: 

1. the number of departmental lockdowns, in total and disaggregated by the reason for such lockdown, as determined by the department;

2. the number of facility lockdowns, in total and disaggregated by the reason for such lockdown, as determined by the department; and

3. the number of facility lockdowns disaggregated by facility, in total and disaggregated by the reason for such lockdown, as determined by the department.

c. 45 days after January 1, 2019, and no later than the 45th day after the end of each subsequent year, the department shall post on its website a report containing the information from paragraphs 1 through 3 of subdivision b of this section for the preceding year.
d. The information required by subdivisions b and c of this section shall be compared to the previous 4 reporting periods, and shall be stored permanently and shall be accessible from the department’s website.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately. 
BC

LS # 8546/Int. 1312-2016

LS 1105
1/3/18
Int. No. 741

By The Speaker (Council Member Johnson)

..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to prohibiting fees for telephone calls from inmates in city jails

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Chapter 1 of Title 9 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 9-153 to read as follows:     

§ 9-153. Telephone fees. To the extent that the department provides telephone services to inmates, the department shall not accept or receive revenue for providing such services and shall provide all such telephone services to inmates without charge to the inmates or the receiving parties.
§ 2. This local  law takes effect 120 days after enactment, provided that the board of correction shall take all actions necessary for its implementation, including the promulgation of rules, before such effective date.
LS #7980/Int. 1634-2017
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Int. No. 779

By Council Members Richards and Powers

..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of correction to report on use by department staff of any device designed to incapacitate a person through the use of an electric shock.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Subdivision c of section 9-130 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law 33 for the year 2016, is amended by amending paragraph 23 and adding a new paragraph 24 to read as follows:
23. incidents of use of force C in which chemical agents were used;[.]
24. incidents in which staff uses any device designed to incapacitate a person through the use of an electric shock.  
§ 2.   This local law takes effect immediately after it becomes law.
JDK
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