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INT. NO. 1618:
By Council Members Gentile, Dromm, Lancman, Rosenthal, and Torres

Title:
A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to requiring that the department of investigation conduct public outreach campaigns and issue annual reports on complaints received

Charter:




Adds Section 808.

INT. NO. 1633:
By Council Members Gentile, Rosenthal, and Crowley

TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to requiring the department of investigation to complete vendor name checks for city vendors thirty days prior to the commencement of a contract
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends Section 335.
INT. NO. 1591:



By Council Members Crowley and Barron
TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to having an inspector general within the department of investigation who would monitor only the department of homeless services and the human resources administration
CHARTER:




Amends Section 807.

I. Introduction
On June 19, 2017, the Committee on Oversight & Investigations, chaired by Council Member Vincent J. Gentile, will hold a hearing on three proposed local laws. These bills involve issues surrounding the Department of Investigation (DOI), as summarized below.  Those expected to testify include members of the Administration, advocacy organizations, and other interested parties. 
II. Int. No. 1618 -- DOI Public Outreach
Over the years, DOI has periodically utilized anti-corruption advertising campaigns to raise public awareness of different forms of government corruption and inform the public of how to submit complaints to DOI.  The most recent campaign, released in 2016, featured print and radio advertisements containing the slogan “Bribery & Corruption Are a Trap. Don’t Get Caught Up. Report It.”
  The 2016 advertising campaign cost $312,000 and was funded through asset forfeiture money obtained from defendants subject to DOI investigations.
   Previous DOI advertising includes the 2013 campaign "See Something Crooked in NYC?" which was featured on posters throughout the New York City transit system, and the 1990s campaign, "Get the Worms Out of the Big Apple.”
  
Int. No. 1618 mandates that DOI conduct annual public outreach campaigns – via print, radio and public forums—to educate New Yorkers on how to identify different types of government corruption and publicize the mechanisms for submitting complaints to DOI.  Additionally, DOI would be required to publish information annually pertaining to resolved complaints received the previous year, disaggregated by: month the complaint was submitted, agency and category of employee misconduct involved, and the mechanism through which the complaint was submitted to DOI.  
III. Int. No. 1633 -- DOI Vender Name Check (“VNC”)
The City Charter empowers the Commissioner of Investigation with jurisdiction to investigate “any person or entity doing business with the city, or any person or entity who is paid or receives money from or through the city or any agency of the city.”
 This authority includes making a determination of vendor responsibility for city contracting purposes.
  In evaluating the responsibility of a prospective vendor, DOI conducts a Vendor Name Check (VNC) that is used to ascertain whether the contracting entity or any affiliated individuals have been previously subject to a DOI investigation.  Under existing city rules, agency contracting officers are required to request a VNC from proposed vendors “expeditiously” and DOI is required to provide the agencies with an explanation if its review “is not completed within thirty calendar days of the request.”
  If DOI is unable to complete the vendor investigation within the 30-day period, the contracting agency is permitted to make a responsibility determination based on available information and execute a contract with the relevant vendor.  At Council’s Preliminary Budget Hearing in March 2017, DOI Commissioner Mark Peters testified that DOI completes approximately 94% of Vendor Name Checks within 30-days.

Int. 1633 would that whenever practicable, DOI must complete a Vendor Name Check of a prospective vendor for a City contract, 30-days prior to the commencement of the contract between the City agency and the vendor. 
IV. Int. No. 1591 -- DOI Inspectors General
The Department of Investigation is tasked with providing oversight of the City’s elected officials, employees, and contractors.
  Employing investigators, auditors, and lawyers, the DOI’s Inspectors General (IG) are each assigned a portfolio of city agencies to oversee and investigate for potential corruption, fraud, and financial abuse.
  Currently, two Inspectors General share responsibility for overseeing both the Department of Homeless Services (DHS) and the Human Resources Administration (HRA); in addition, these two individuals have oversight responsibility for the Administration for Children’s Services (“ACS”) and the Division of Youth and Family Justice (“DYFJ”).
  The Police Department, NYC Health & Hospitals, and NYC Housing Authority each have an Inspector General assigned to oversee solely that agency. 

Int. No. 1591 would amend the New York City Charter to require that one individual is be assigned as Inspector General overseeing solely DHS and HRA. 
Int. No. 1618

By Council Members Gentile, Dromm, Lancman, Rosenthal and Torres

..Title

A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to requiring that the department of investigation conduct public outreach campaigns and issue annual reports on complaints received

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Chapter 34 of the New York city charter is amended by adding a new section 808 to read as follows:
§ 808. Public outreach and reporting. (a) The department shall conduct annual outreach campaigns to educate the public on forms of government corruption, fraud, and waste, and provide information regarding how the public can submit complaints to the department. Such outreach campaigns shall include the use of print, radio, and public forums.   (b) The department shall post a report on its website by March 1st of each year regarding public complaints received by the department for the preceding year. Such reports shall include the total number of resolved complaints disaggregated by month, agency involved, category of employee misconduct, and the mechanism through which the complaint was submitted.

Section 2. This local law take effect in 120 days.  
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Int. No. 1633
By Council Members Gentile, Rosenthal and Crowley

..Title

A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to requiring the department of investigation to complete vendor name checks for city vendors thirty days prior to the commencement of a contract

..Body
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
      
Section 1. Section 335 of the New York city charter is amended to read as follows:

§ 335 Centralized evaluation of contractor integrity, performance, and capability.

a. The mayor may evaluate the integrity, performance, and capability of entities that contract with the city, are seeking to contract with the city, or may seek to contract with the city. The mayor may designate one or more agencies to participate in such efforts. The evaluations of the mayor and any agency designated by the mayor may include conclusions regarding whether the entity should be considered a responsible contractor. The mayor and any agency designated by the mayor may make such evaluations and conclusions available to agencies and the public through a centralized data base. 

b. The commissioner of investigation shall, whenever practicable, determine whether any person or entity doing business with the city is currently or has ever been the subject of an investigation by the department of investigation and submit such determination to the mayor at least 30 days prior to the commencement of a contract between such person or entity and an agency of the city.

§2. This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law, except that the commissioner of investigation and the director of the mayor’s office of contract services may take all actions necessary for its implementation, including the promulgation of rules, before such effective date.
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Int. No. 1591

By Council Member Crowley

..title

A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to having an inspector general within the department of investigation who would monitor only the department of homeless services and the human resources administration

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Section 807 of the New York city charter, as added by a vote of the electors on November 4, 1975, is amended to read as follows:

§ 807. Inspectors general of agencies. a. No person shall be appointed as an inspector general of a city agency unless such appointment is approved by the commissioner of investigation. The commissioner of investigation shall promulgate standards of conduct and shall monitor and evaluate the activities of inspectors general in the agencies to assure uniformity of activity by them.

b. The commissioner of the department of investigation shall appoint one inspector general whose duty it is to monitor solely the department of homeless services and the department of social services/human resources administration.
§ 2. This local law takes effect 180 days after it becomes law 
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� See N.Y.C. Exec. Ord. No. 16, Commissioner of Investigation, Inspectors General and Standards of Public Service, Jul. 26, 1978, available at http://www.nyc.gov/html/records/pdf/executive_orders/1978EO016.pdf .


� N.Y. City Rules, Tit. 9, § 2-08 (f)(1).
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� Department of Investigation Website, Contact Inspectors General; available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www1.nyc.gov/site/doi/contact/contact-inspectors-general.page" \l "hra" �http://www1.nyc.gov/site/doi/contact/contact-inspectors-general.page#hra�. 
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