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Good morning. My name is Adriana Espinoza, and I’m the Manager of the New York City Program at 
the New York League of Conservation Voters (NYLCV).  NYLCV represents over 28,000 members in 
New York City, and we are committed to advancing a sustainability agenda that will make our 
people,  neighborhoods, and economy healthier and more resilient.  I would like thank Chair 
Reynoso and all members of the Committee on Sanitation and Solid Waste Management for the 
opportunity to testify. 
 
NYLCV  would like to offer support for Intro 1514, which would establish an online portal to 
facilitate food donations. The benefits of this proposal are significant, with both the social benefits 
of reducing food insecurity and environmental benefits of reducing waste. 

 
Nearly 1.4 million New Yorkers face hunger every year, including a staggering 1 in 4 children.  1

Hundreds of food pantries, soup kitchens, shelters, and other charities work diligently to feed the 
hungry, but the number of food insecure New Yorkers has grown since the Great Recession and 
maintaining an adequate supply of fresh food requires constant effort. 
 
At the same time, our city is generating 33 million tons of waste per year, with organic waste 
representing almost a third. That breaks down to nearly 4,000 pounds of organic waste per day. If 
this waste is landfilled, it begins to decompose and releases methane, a greenhouse gas that is many 
times more potent than carbon, thus contributing to global climate change. These figures are 
unacceptable. 
 
Intro 1514 can help facilitate coordination between producers of large quantities of edible food 
waste with the charities and food banks who feed our most vulnerable. NYLCV applauds the efforts 
of our elected officials in thinking creatively and using technology to divert food from landfills. Intro 
1514 can help feed hungry New Yorkers, reduce the amount of waste that goes to landfills and 
protect the environment. 
 
I’d like to thank the City Council for support over the years on environmental issues that concern 
our members, and look forward to continuing this work in the future. Thank you for your time.  

1 https://www.cityharvest.org/hunger-in-nyc/ 
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Committee on Sanitation & Solid Waste Management, New York City Council 
Wednesday, April 26, 2017 at 1:00pm 
Committee Room, City Hall, New York, NY  
 
New York City Hospitality Alliance Comments on Int. No. 1514. A local law to amend the 
administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to facilitating food donations. 
  
My name is Andrew Rigie and I am the executive director of the New York City 
Hospitality Alliance, a not-for-profit trade association that represents thousands of 
eating and drinking establishments throughout the five boroughs.  
  
Today I am testifying in support of Int. No. 1514 that will facilitate food donations.  
  
Our city's restaurants don't only serve food to paying customers; they are also deeply 
involved in serving the needs of their communities. This is exemplified in the tons of 
food they donate and the millions of dollars the restaurant industry raises and 
contributes annually to feed hungry New Yorkers’, a cause that is in the ethos of the 
hospitality industry.  
  
We all know there are well-established organizations doing incredible work rescuing 
food and serving hungry New Yorkers. We urge the city of New York to continue 
supporting these vital organizations, while always seeking innovative ways to rescue 
food and serve it to those who are in need.  Even if one New Yorker goes hungry for 
one day, that is one too many. Unfortunately, many more do.  That is why the creation 
of the food donation portal, as proposed by Int. No 1514, will be another tool in 
connecting restaurants and other entities that have food to donate with local 
organizations and people who need it in a customized way and in real time.  
  
We urge the City Council and Mayor to pass this legislation into law.  
  
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Andrew Rigie 
Executive Director 
New York CIty Hospitality Alliance 
arigie@theNYCalliance.org 
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The Lower East Side Ecology Center is a nonprofit organization founded in 1987 that 
works toward a more sustainable New York City by providing community-based 
recycling and composting programs, developing local stewardship of green space, and 
increasing community awareness, involvement and youth development through 
environmental education programs.  
 
Through our composting program we have an intimate view into the organic waste 
stream in NYC. We see New Yorkers throwing out perfectly edible food and while they 
are choosing to compost this food instead of sending it to landfill, it is unfortunate that 
these food resources, which could have gone to feeding another, are being wasted. 
 
We support the proposed local laws to amend the administrative code of the city 
of New York in relation to requiring agencies to notify food rescue organizations 
before disposing of food.  
 
Not only does sending organic waste to landfill help to perpetuate the creation of 
methane, a greenhouse gas, but also it takes up unnecessary space in our landfills. By 
ensuring that food makes its way into the hands (and stomachs) of more people, we are 
able to reduce our environmental impact and also feed those in need. 
 
To facilitate an amended administrative code, a food web portal is a great way to start 
facilitating communication between food waste generators and rescuers. Food pantries, 
churches, and other food rescue facilities would be able to directly communicate and 
correspond with stores and other food providers.  Once created, the appropriate 
outreach and education is needed to ensure that all relative parties are aware of its 
creation and intended purpose. 
 
We see that by creating stronger connections to food rescue organizations, NYC can get 
closer to achieving its zero waste goals.  
 
 










