










































































































































































































Int 1565-2017 

New York City Council Committee on Education, Committee on Public Safety & 

Committee on Immigration Joint Hearing 

 

April 26, 2017 

 

Walter Logan 

Young Women’s Advisory Council Member, Young Women’s Initiative 

Girls for Gender Equity 

 

Good Morning. My name is  Walter Logan and I identify as transmasculine gender non binary. I 

am 16 years old and I am Jamaican American. 

 

Today, I represent the Young Women’s Advisory Council at Girls for Gender Equity. We are 

part of the Young Women’s Initiative (YWI) that was launched by Speaker Melissa Mark-

Viverito and the New York City Council to identify the gaps in services for young women ages 

12-24, with a focus on cis and trans women of color. YWI brings together leaders and 

organizers who work with teens and young adults and advocates for them in all aspects of 

our society, with the goal of crafting policy recommendations that address racial, gender and 

other disparities. This is being done with young women at the center of the conversation as 

active and consistent participants in discussions. 

 

As an anti-violence and education organization, Girls for Gender Equity is committed to 

providing students with valuable information surrounding immigrant rights.  Through our 

programming and advocacy, we are committed to the physical, psychological, social, and 

economic development of girls and women. Through education, organizing and physical 

fitness, GGE encourages communities to remove barriers and create opportunities for girls 

and women to live self-determined lives. 

 

As the child of an immigrant, I understand that this city would not be this rich and full without 

our immigrant population.  As the child of a documented immigrant, I understand that I am 

privileged in so many ways, through rights and opportunities that others do not have. I 

support Intro-1565  to make sure that students and families receive information on student 



and parental educational rights and DOE policies on immigration,  because we should not 

continue to let our fellow New Yorkers hide in the shadows. The fact that so many people 

have had to settle without these resources is quite upsetting and  I am confident  that we can 

change that.  

 

The majority of immigrants right now, or at least the ones with a target on their back are 

undocumented people of color. The issues of immigration continue to plague people who 

experience marginalization and oppression on an institutional/systemic level and in day-to-

day interactions with fellow NYers. In the recent  months, there has been an increased fear 

and threat of deportation, leaving many families worried.  Though this is an issue overall, we 

must continue to keep in mind the added struggles of trans and gender non-conforming 

youth in this sometimes terrifying situation. Trans and Gender-Nonconforming (TGNC) 

students already deal with hate due to their identity.  This  coupled with the fear of  their 

residential status will hold them back and create significant barriers for them to not push for 

higher education because they don’t believe that they can. 

 

Intro 1565 can also benefit TGNC NYers  because it provides TGNC youth with the chance to 

be educated in different obstacles that they may encounter. Intro 1565 because it provides 

TGNC people with much needed resources to help them remain in a city,  that I believe is 

trying to continue efforts to support them. By having this in place, it can also allow for added 

protections for the TGNC community in the future. 

 

I thank the New York City Council for working with the Young Women’s Advisory Council, and 

we respectfully request the passing of Int 1565-2017. 
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Testimony of Immigrant Justice Corps on 
Various Bills Which Will Allow Immigrants to Access Vital New York City Services  

April 26, 20017 
 
Immigrant Justice Corps (IJC) thanks the New York City Council for the opportunity to submit 
testimony on a variety of bills which aim to keep New Yorkers safer while also ensuring that 
immigrants feel secure in accessing services to which they are entitled.  We applaud the City 
Council for its leadership in keeping New York a vital, diverse city which welcomes immigrants 
from all over the world and seeks to ensure that they can continue to participate as full members 
of the New York Community. 
 
New York City has correctly taken the position that the role of local government is not to enforce 
federal immigration laws.  We support the City’s efforts to codify protections for immigrants and 
to ensure that City workers, both in law enforcement and in other fields, can focus their time and 
effort on the jobs they were hired to do, and not have their work diverted to federal law 
enforcement. 
 
Immigrant Justice Corps (IJC) is the country’s first and only fellowship program dedicated to 
meeting the need for high-quality legal assistance for immigrants seeking a path to lawful status, 
citizenship and fighting deportation. IJC’s goal is to use legal assistance to lift immigrant 
families out of poverty – helping them access secure jobs, quality health care and life-changing 
educational opportunities. Inspired by the Katzmann Study Group on Immigrant Representation, 
IJC brings together the country’s most talented law school and college graduates, connects them 
to New York City’s best legal and community institutions, leverages the latest technologies, and 
fosters a culture of creative thinking that produces new strategies to reduce the justice gap for 
immigrant families, ensuring that immigration status is no longer a barrier to social and 
economic opportunity.  Now in our third year, IJC has trained and placed over 100 Justice 
Fellows (law graduates) and Community Fellows (college graduates) in support of our mission to 
increase both the quantity and quality of immigration legal services.  All of our fellows are 
lawyers, law school graduates, Board of Immigration Appeals accredited representatives, or in 
the process of becoming accredited representatives. 
 
T2017-5871, a bill which defines Identifying Information and T2017-5872, a bill which 
would establish an Identifying Information Division within the New York City Law 
Department. 
 
Immigrant Justice Corps submits this testimony in support of the passage of T2017-5871, a bill 
which defines Identifying Information and T2017-5872, a bill which would establish an 
Identifying Information Division within the New York City Law Department. 
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Immigrant Justice Corps fellows are in contact with immigrants throughout the five boroughs of 
New York City every day, and they are consistently hearing that immigrants are scared.  The 
rhetoric of the new federal administration has made it clear that all immigrants who are in the 
United States without authorization are potential targets for enforcement action.   
 
New York City has long been a leader in providing life-saving services for all of its residents – 
from ground-breaking municipal identification cards, to housing services, to support services in 
schools and libraries.  For all New Yorkers to feel safe in sharing confidential information with 
City agencies and contractors, it is imperative that New York City clearly define “identifying 
information” and staff a division with the Law Department to handle requests for such 
information.   
 
We applaud the broad definition of “Identifying Information” which includes: 

 
sexual orientation, gender identity, status as a victim of domestic violence, status as a 
crime witness or victim, receipt of public assistance, information related to citizenship or 
immigration status, all information contained in an individual’s income tax records, 
biometrics such as fingerprints and photographs, languages spoken, religion, nationality, 
country of origin, place of birth, arrest record or criminal conviction, employer 
information, home and work addresses, phone number, email address, information 
concerning social media accounts, date and/or time of release from the custody of the 
department of correction or the police department, any scheduled court appearances, or 
any scheduled appointments with any employee, contractor, or subcontractor. 
 

In an environment of increasing fear and rhetoric that targets many of the most vulnerable New 
Yorkers, we support New York’s pro-active move in limiting access to information which could 
potentially be used against New York residents and in establishing a division of the Law 
Department to ensure that the new law is appropriately administered.  
 
We do have some concerns that with such a broad definition of “identifying information,” and 
with the requirement that all requests for such information be funneled through the Law 
Department, that individuals who need such information for themselves or who seek to release 
such information for services they are seeking may face long delays.  We therefore believe the 
Council should ensure that the protections it seeks to enact would not apply to individuals 
requesting their own records that contain such identifying information.  
 
T2017-5879, a bill that would limit the Department of Probation from honoring civil 
immigration detainers under the same restrictions that apply to the Department of 
Correction. 
 
Immigrant Justice Corps submits this testimony in support of the passage of T2017-5879, a bill 
that would limit the Department of Probation from honoring civil immigration detainers under 
the same restrictions that apply to the Department of Correction. 
 
Immigrant Justice Corps supports New York City’s policy of not detaining immigrants on 
detainers unless they are legally required to do so. New York City has long recognized that the 



 

3 

most effective way for the New York Police Department to carry out its job is to build trust with 
all New York residents, including immigrants.  Furthermore, New York City has rightly chosen 
to not spend New York City tax dollars to hold non-citizens in detention when it is not required 
to do so by law.   
 
New York City has long protected the rights of immigrants and recognized the invaluable role 
they play in making our City a vibrant, multi-cultural world capital.  This legislation takes the 
important step of extending protections under existing City law applied to the Department of 
Corrections and extending the application of the law to the Department of Probation.  This bill 
intelligently implements the City policy of encouraging all New Yorkers to comply with criminal 
laws and obligations without fear of immigration enforcement.  It is in the interest of all New 
Yorkers that individuals who are on probation comply with the terms of their probation, 
including checking in as required by law.  Protecting non-citizens from Immigration Customs 
and Enforcement (ICE) detainers in this context will allow New Yorkers who are on probation to 
comply with all aspects of their probation and finish out their criminal sentence without fear of 
being detained by ICE.  This bill will therefore conserve valuable resources for New York as 
individuals are less likely to fail to comply with the terms of their probation, potentially requiring 
re-arrest and detention by New York City.   
 
T2017-5869, a bill that would prohibit City agencies from partnering with the U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security to enforce federal immigration law. 
Immigrant Justice Corps submits this testimony in support of the passage of T2017-5869, a bill 
that would prohibit City agencies from partnering with the U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security to enforce federal immigration law. 
 
The new federal administration has made it clear that it wants to require local law enforcement 
officers to enforce federal immigration law.  Studies have shown that “sanctuary cities” are safer 
than those which intertwine local policing with immigration enforcement.1  It is important for 
local police to gain the trust of immigrant communities so that they feel safe in reporting crimes 
and serving as witnesses in criminal investigations.  If local police are deputized to carry out 
immigration enforcement, crime, including violent crime, actually increases because there is no 
trust between affected communities and the police. 
 
IJC fellows see these rules play out in their interactions with immigrants every day.  For 
example, earlier this week, one of our fellows who is located in Staten Island, had a meeting with 
a client who was terrified to call the police concerning a child in her home who was being 
physically harmed by another family member.  Our fellow was able to assure his client that there 
would be no immigration repercussions as a result of calling 911.  Being able to provide this type 
of assurance makes all New Yorkers safer, and, in this case, may prevent a child from being 
harmed in the future.  
 

                                                 
1 "The Effects of Sanctuary Policies on Crime and the Economy," by Tom Wong, Center for 
American Progress, (January 26, 2017) available at 
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/immigration/reports/2017/01/26/297366/the-effects-of-
sanctuary-policies-on-crime-and-the-economy/  
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IJC applauds the City of New York for standing up for immigrants and for holding on to its 
practice of intelligent policing which makes all New Yorkers – citizens and non-citizens alike – 
safer.  By enacting this law, the City Council will send an important message to all New Yorkers, 
and all Americans who believe in the value that immigrants bring to the United States, that 
immigrants are welcome here.   
 
In addition to the documented issues of reduced trust and increased crime that results from local 
police enforcement of immigration laws, another insurmountable problem with this required 
enforcement is that federal immigration law is extremely complicated.  Even experienced 
immigration attorneys often must have multiple meetings with clients and file Freedom of 
Information Act requests to access full client files, in order to fully ascertain the immigration 
status of an individual.  Some individuals have acquired U.S. citizenship at birth through their 
parents and are unaware of this fact and lack proper documents to prove their status.  Others may 
have lawful permanent residence or other long-term status in the United States but may have 
expired identification cards, or may have lost proof of their status.  It is unreasonable to expect 
local police to understand the complex nuances of immigration law.  Furthermore, if local police 
arrest and detain citizens or non-citizens who are authorized to be in the United States, they open 
themselves up to lawsuits for unlawful detention.   
 
Immigration law in the United States is federal, not state or local.  It is bad policy to require local 
law enforcement to be involved in enforcing federal immigration law.  It is essential to the safety 
of all New Yorkers, that every resident and visitor to the City feels that the New York Police 
Department is there to protect them, to be an ally, not an enemy.  This bill is an important step in 
the direction of providing that protection.  
 
T2017-5870, a bill that would limit City agencies from granting non-local law enforcement 
access to non-public areas of City property. 
   
Immigrant Justice Corps submits this testimony in support of the passage of T2017-5870, a bill 
that would limit City agencies from granting non-local law enforcement access to non-public 
areas of City property.   
 
This bill would provide non-citizens with some sense of security that when they access public 
services on City property, they will not be in danger of being arrested by Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE) agents.  Our fellows who meet with non-citizens every day in all 
five boroughs of the City have reported that immigrants are living in an unprecedented state of 
fear.  Parents are afraid to drop their children at school; families are afraid to attend medical 
appointments; parents are afraid to visit social services offices.  High profile press cases of non-
citizens being arrested by ICE, including one parent in California, who was arrested while 
bringing his daughter to school,2 have led to fear and confusion. 
 

                                                 
2 "Immigrant arrested by ICE after dropping daughter off at school, sending shockwaves through 
neighborhood," LA Times, March 3, 2017, available at http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-
me-immigration-school-20170303-story.html 
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This bill would clarify for all employees in City buildings what their rights and obligations are. 
Too often, ICE gains access to private property by misleading those in charge, by claiming to be 
“police,” or by showing an administrative warrant which does not give them legal authority to 
enter without permission.  ICE agents use misrepresentations and ruses to gain “permission” to 
enter and thereby arrest non-citizens who thought they were in a protected space.  
  
T2017-5870 clearly lays out the parameters of a “judicial warrant,” so that employees on site in 
City-owned buildings will understand that they are only required to honor a warrant that is 
“based on probable cause and issued by a judge appointed pursuant to article III of the United 
States constitution or a federal magistrate judge.”   Thus City employees and those who work on 
City property will understand that an ICE administrative warrant is not sufficient to allow ICE 
agents access on City property. 
 
Equally importantly, the bill will require City buildings to post signs for non-citizens that spell 
out their rights in interactions with respect to immigration enforcement.  Many non-citizens are 
not aware of their rights under the U.S. Constitution, including the right to remain silent, the 
right to due process, and the right to equal protection.  These signs can help immigrants who pass 
through City property to understand that they are not required to open their own doors to ICE 
agents without a warrant and that they do not need to provide information about their 
immigration status to ICE.  
 
The bill could provide further protections to ensure that City employees do not share information 
that they gained through their employment with the federal government.  But we applaud the 
City’s efforts to make non-citizens and City employees aware of important rights that non-
citizens have in immigration enforcement actions and send an important message to all members 
of the New York community that immigrants are an integral part of New York City and that they 
are welcome to access City services without fear.   
 
Please contact Jojo Annobil, Executive Director, Immigrant Justice Corps at 
jannobil@justicecorps.org or at 646.690.0481 
 
 




























