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INTRODUCTION


On March 15, 2017, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member Ydanis Rodriguez, will hold a hearing on Proposed Int. No. 1071-A, a Local Law in relation to requiring the department of transportation to study private streets. This is the second hearing on this item. A first hearing on this item was held on January 26, 2017 at which the Committee heard testimony from the New York City Department of Transportation (“DOT”) and other interested stakeholders. 

BACKGROUND

New York City has approximately 900 private streets.
 Private streets offer several benefits to their residents, including resident-only parking. However, private streets do not receive any of the normal services provided by the City, including paving and snow clearing. Instead, residents and homeowners are responsible for the maintenance and repair of their streets. The increasing expense of maintaining these streets is not only creating financial problems for many homeowners, but it is leading many private streets to fall into disrepair.    
ANALYSIS OF PROPOSED INT. NO. 1071-A 
Section one of Proposed Int. No. 1071-A would require DOT to conduct a study of private streets that are not within its jurisdiction.   DOT would be required to obtain, from each Borough President and from the Department of City Planning, the locations of private streets in the city, to the extent such information is available. DOT would be required to review the factors that may be considered or necessary for the acquisition of built private streets. No later than June 30, 2018, DOT would be required to issue a report on the findings of the study to the Mayor and to the Speaker of the Council. The report would include, but not be limited to, the locations of private streets in the City that DOT obtained from each Borough President and the Department of City Planning pursuant to the study. 

Section two of Proposed Int. No. 1071-A would provide that the local law would take effect immediately once it becomes law. 

Proposed Int. No. 1071-A
 
By Council Members Maisel, Espinal, Gentile, Greenfield and Ulrich
 
A LOCAL LAW

In relation to requiring the department of transportation to study private streets 
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. The department of transportation shall conduct a study of private streets that are not within its jurisdiction. As part of such study, the department shall obtain from each borough president and from the department of city planning the locations of private streets in the city, to the extent such information is available, and shall review the factors that may be considered or necessary for the acquisition of built private streets. Upon completion of such study, and no later than June 30, 2018, the department shall issue a report on the study’s findings to the mayor and the speaker of the council. Such report shall include, but not be limited to, any locations of private streets in the city obtained from each borough president and the department of city planning pursuant to such study.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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