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Introduction
On Monday, February 27, 2017, the Committee on Cultural Affairs, Libraries and International Intergroup Relations, chaired by Council Member Jimmy Van Bramer, will conduct an oversight hearing on the City’s comprehensive cultural plan. Witnesses invited to testify include the Department of Cultural Affairs (DCLA), members of the Citizens Advisory Committee, members of the Cultural Institutions Group (CIG),
 various arts and cultural groups and organizations, academic institutions and other interested parties. 
Background
Local Law 46 of 2015

On April 28, 2015, the City Council passed Int. 419-A, a local law to amend the New York City Charter, in relation to a comprehensive cultural plan. Mayor Bill de Blasio signed the bill into law on May 18, 2015 as Local Law 46 of 2015 (Local Law 46).
 Local Law 46 requires the creation of a cultural plan for New York City (NYC). Local Law 46 also requires that DCLA establish a temporary Citizens’ Advisory Committee (CAC),
 comprised of appointees from a broad array of cultural and artistic organizations and practices, and other related fields, to advise DCLA with respect to the development of the cultural plan, gathering community input for that plan, and how to implement that plan. 

Local Law 46 mandates that, on or before July 1, 2017, DCLA produce a cultural plan that addresses the availability and distribution of cultural activities throughout the City, the relationship between cultural activities and social and economic health and welfare in the City, the role of the community outreach process in the development of the plan, and feedback from a robust community outreach process.
Local Law 46 also requires that DCLA conduct an examination of several other issues, including the needs of artists with respect to affordable housing and affordable long-term and temporary studio, office, and rehearsal space; increasing arts education and cultural activities in NYC schools; how cultural activities can be incorporated into community development, economic development and land use planning processes and policies; the needs of artists and communities with respect to the creation of public art in public settings; and a plan of how city agencies will coordinate with respect to cultural activities. 
Two years after the submission of the cultural plan and every two years thereafter, DCLA is required to submit to the Mayor and the Speaker of the City Council a report detailing progress made on the recommendations, initiatives and priorities that result from the cultural plan. The Cultural Affairs Advisory Commission,
 and the CAC, during its tenure, will be required to review the biannual reports and may make recommendations to the DCLA Commissioner. Local Law 46 provides that the cultural plan may be revised as appropriate every ten years.
CreateNYC: A Cultural Plan for All New Yorkers
Inspired by cultural plans developed by Chicago, Houston, Denver and other major American cities in which cultural equity is advanced through official government policy,
 the City’s first-ever comprehensive cultural plan, CreateNYC, will become “a roadmap to guide the future of arts and culture in NYC.”
 As part of its responsibility in the administration of the plan, DCLA mapped out a ten-month process, starting August 2016 with a three-month period of research and discovery, to culminate in July 2017 with the final cultural plan.
 The bulk of the process, however, has involved public engagement.

Together with the Hester Street Collective (HSC), a design/build nonprofit organization that has worked with local communities to develop transformative plans and projects through inclusive, participatory processes,
 DCLA is working with artists, cultural organizations, city agencies, arts and culture experts, and community residents to collect data and public input to inform the cultural plan.
 As such, from August 2016 to June 2017, all New Yorkers are invited to define their cultural priorities at borough-wide workshops, focus groups, round table discussions, and community meetings.
 DCLA is also engaging New Yorkers in the cultural plan process via its website CreateNYC.org, where one can share a recommendation, respond to the “Question of the Week” and take an online cultural participation survey.
 Lastly, individuals, community-based organizations and groups are encouraged to spread the word and further the process by becoming a CreateNYC ambassador,
 sharing the online survey, hosting a workshop, or including cultural plan activities in their events.
 CreateNYC also created the @CreateNYC social media handle so that New Yorkers may also engage with the plan through Twitter, Facebook, Instagram and Flickr, where they can learn about the process and, using the hashtag #CreateNYC, they can answer the “Question of the Week,” or make recommendations.

From that collected data and public input, HSC will then conduct an analysis of the City’s current cultural priorities; strategize on increasing access, equity and opportunity to underserved neighborhoods; and plan how NYC can remain accessible to artists at a time of rising rents and other economic pressures.

On October 25, 2016, DCLA initiated the public engagement process for the City’s first-ever comprehensive cultural plan, “CreateNYC: A Cultural Plan for All New Yorkers.”
 At the Hostos Center for Arts and Culture in the Bronx, DCLA rolled out the CreateNYC plan and unveiled its process to more than 200 attendees.
 Since then, according to its website, there have been more than a hundred events, held in each borough.

Following the public engagement period, DCLA will produce a draft plan based on research and public input.
 Between March and June 2017, the cultural plan will be made available online for public feedback, which can also be provided at workshops and focus groups.
 Finally, on or before July 1, 2017, the CreateNYC final plan is to be shared with the City Council.

Conclusion
At today’s hearing, the Committee expects to receive an overview of the efforts and progress made toward the drafting of a comprehensive cultural plan for NYC. The Committee hopes to hear a status update with respect to the timeline established by DCLA, a description of CreateNYC’s visual and digital presence, a synopsis of past and upcoming events related to gathering public input, and a breakdown of data collected from these efforts. The Committee is also interested in learning about the outreach efforts to gather public input and data. The Committee looks forward to hearing about the next steps toward completion of the comprehensive cultural plan.
� The CIG is comprised of 33 member institutions that exist in a public-private partnership with the city. The CIG includes art and natural history museums, historical societies, theaters, concert halls, performing art centers, botanical gardens and zoos. Member institutions operate as nonprofit organizations whose mandate is to provide cultural services to all New Yorkers. See � HYPERLINK "http://www.nyc.gov/html/dcla/html/funding/institutions.shtml" �http://www.nyc.gov/html/dcla/html/funding/institutions.shtml�.


� Local Law 46 of 2015. See � HYPERLINK "http://legistar.council.nyc.gov/View.ashx?M=F&ID=3867245&GUID=4EAF5954-ACE6-4192-9C1B-634C8269D024" �http://legistar.council.nyc.gov/View.ashx?M=F&ID=3867245&GUID=4EAF5954-ACE6-4192-9C1B-634C8269D024�. 


� Id.


� The Cultural Affairs Advisory Commission, which is comprised of mayoral appointees representing a diverse array of cultural and artistic organizations and practices, is mandated by New York City Charter § 2505 to advise the Department of Cultural Affairs and the Mayor with respect to cultural activities in the City. See � HYPERLINK "http://www.nyc.gov/html/dcla/html/about/advisory.shtml" �http://www.nyc.gov/html/dcla/html/about/advisory.shtml�. 


� New York City Council Member Stephen Levin, New York City Council Passes Legislation to Enhance Access to the Arts and Cultural by Implementing First-ever Cultural Plan (Apr. 29, 2015), � HYPERLINK "http://stephenlevin33.tumblr.com/post/117690000822/new-york-city-council-passes-legislation-to" �http://stephenlevin33.tumblr.com/post/117690000822/new-york-city-council-passes-legislation-to�.


� New York City Department of Cultural Affairs, “History” CreateNYC: A Cultural Plan for All New Yorkers, � HYPERLINK "http://createnyc.org/en/about/history/" �http://createnyc.org/en/about/history/�. 


� New York City Department of Cultural Affairs, “The Process” CreateNYC: A Cultural Plan for All New Yorkers, � HYPERLINK "http://createnyc.org/en/about/the-process/" �http://createnyc.org/en/about/the-process/�. 


� Id.


� New York City Department of Cultural Affairs, “Project Partners” CreateNYC: A Cultural Plan for All New Yorkers, � HYPERLINK "http://createnyc.org/en/about/partners/" �http://createnyc.org/en/about/partners/�.  


� Supra note 4.


� New York City Department of Cultural Affairs, “Show Up!” CreateNYC: A Cultural Plan for All New Yorkers, � HYPERLINK "http://createnyc.org/show-up/" �http://createnyc.org/show-up/�. 


� Id. 


� A CreateNYC ambassador represents and engages their neighborhood in the cultural plan process. This may include talking with neighbors, friends, parents, or youth group; organizing a conversation with the local Parent Teacher Association; or interviewing a classmate. See � HYPERLINK "http://createnyc.org/en/step-up/how-to-be-a-cultural-ambassador/" �http://createnyc.org/en/step-up/how-to-be-a-cultural-ambassador/�. 


� New York City Department of Cultural Affairs, “Step Up” CreateNYC: A Cultural Plan for All New Yorkers, � HYPERLINK "http://createnyc.org/en/step-up/" �http://createnyc.org/en/step-up/�. 


� New York City Department of Cultural Affairs, CreateNYC: A Cultural Plan for All New Yorkers, � HYPERLINK "http://createnyc.org/en/home/" �http://createnyc.org/en/home/�. 


� Supra note 4.


� New York City Department of Cultural Affairs, New York City Launches Public Engagement Process for CreateNYC: A Cultural Plan for all New Yorkers (2017), � HYPERLINK "http://www.nyc.gov/html/dcla/downloads/pdf/culturenyc-kickoff-release-102516.pdf" �http://www.nyc.gov/html/dcla/downloads/pdf/culturenyc-kickoff-release-102516.pdf�. 


� New York City Department of Cultural Affairs, “CreateNYC Launch!” CreateNYC: A Cultural Plan for All New Yorkers, � HYPERLINK "http://createnyc.org/event/createnyc-launch/" �http://createnyc.org/event/createnyc-launch/�. 


� New York City Department of Cultural Affairs, “Show Up! Past Events” CreateNYC: A Cultural Plan for All New Yorkers, � HYPERLINK "http://createnyc.org/show-up/?tribe_event_display=past" �http://createnyc.org/show-up/?tribe_event_display=past�. 


� Supra note 5.


� Supra note 5.


� Supra note 5.See also Local Law 46 of 2015, supra note 2 .






