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STATEMENT OF THE BROADWAY LEAGUE 

IN SUPPORT OF INTRODUCTORY BILL 1285  
 

November 15, 2016 

The Broadway League has been the principal trade association for the commercial theatre 

industry in New York State and across North America for over 80 years.  It represents more than 

750 theatre owners, producers and road presenters nationwide – with over 400 of its members 

maintaining offices in New York City.  The League wishes to express its appreciation to 

Chairman Rodriguez and the other members of the Transportation Committee for allowing The 

League to comment on Introductory Bill 1285.     

The League has always encouraged legislation aimed at enhancing the flow of pedestrian 

traffic, improving access to the Theatre District and bettering the quality of life for residents, 

visitors and businesses in the Times Square area.  We have endorsed proposals to license 

pedicabs, improve oversight of street vendors and delineating pickup/drop-off locations for tour 

buses.  We also applauded, and worked closely with, the Department of Transportation (‘DOT’) 

when it announced a plan to implement location restrictions for tip-seeking performers.  

The League wishes to express its support for this proposal to require the Department of 

Transportation to study ten locations with heavy pedestrian traffic and develop strategies for 

the alleviation of overcrowding.  Times Square is already one of New York’s most traffic-

infused neighborhoods, boasting a population that, unlike most areas of New York, increases on 

weekends with peak pedestrian traffic exceeding 480,000 people.  Navigating midtown is a 

significant burden and frequent outdoor events regularly drive foot-traffic into the streets.   

Approximately 13.3 million theatre tickets were purchased during the 12-month 

Broadway theatre season ending in May 2016.  During that period, Broadway had a direct 

economic impact of $12.6 billion on New York City.  Over 80% of those tickets were sold to 

patrons residing outside New York City and nearly 60% of tourists reported that attending a 

Broadway show was a principal reason for visiting New York. Broadway spending generates 

over $500 million in local tax revenue and directly supports approximately 89,000 jobs.  

Therefore, it is essential that lawmakers ensure every effort is taken to cultivate and maintain a 
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welcoming environment that includes unobstructed access to the Theatre District for our patrons, 

actors, stage hands, musicians and other workers this industry employs (directly and indirectly).   

Midtown has simply become chaotic. The designation of Broadway (between 42nd and 

47th Streets) as an outdoor plaza has increased vehicular and pedestrian congestion as 

construction and revised traffic patterns overlapped with a proliferation of outdoor events.  

Accordingly, it is imperative that the City take measures to more effectively regulate congestion 

in and around Times Square. 

The Broadway League feels this proposal is a positive step in addressing several 

challenging issues facing Times Square.  We wish to note that we are available to work with The 

City Council and the DOT towards our shared goal of continuing to provide residents and 

visitors with a unique and safe experience.  On behalf of the Broadway theatre community, the 

League applauds the Council’s dedication to addressing this problem in a fair and balanced 

manner.   

 

 

   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Testimony from Selfhelp Community Services, Inc. 

New York City Council Transportation Committee 

November 15th, 2016 

 

My name is Sandy Myers and I am the Director of Government and External Relations at Selfhelp 

Community Services. Thank you to Transportation Chair Ydanis Rodriguez and the members of 

the committee for the opportunity to testify today on Intro 1177.  

 

Selfhelp was founded in 1936 to help those fleeing Nazi Germany maintain their independence 

and dignity as they struggled to forge new lives in America.  Today, Selfhelp has grown into one 

of the largest and most respected not-for-profit human service agencies in the New York 

metropolitan area, with 26 sites throughout Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens, the Bronx, and Nassau 

County.  We provide a broad set of services to more than 20,000 elderly, frail, and vulnerable 

New Yorkers each year, while remaining the largest provider of comprehensive services to 

Holocaust survivors in North America. Selfhelp offers an extensive network of community-based 

home care, social service, and senior housing programs with the overarching goal of helping 

clients to live with dignity and independence and avoid institutionalization. 

 

Our services are extensive and include: specialized programs for Holocaust Survivors; ten 

affordable senior housing complexes; four Naturally Occurring Retirement Community (NORC) 

programs; three intensive case management programs; five senior centers including one of New 

York City’s first Innovative Senior Centers; home health care; client centered technology 

programs including the Selfhelp’s nationally recognized Virtual Senior Center; court-appointed 

guardianship; the Selfhelp Alzheimer’s Resource Program (SHARP); and New York Connects, 

which provides seniors and people with disabilities with the information and support they need 

to remain living independently in their own homes. 

 

Selfhelp strongly supports the passage and implementation of Intro 1177. Changes in 

transportation policy should ensure that the City is safe and accessible to our seniors, and we 

believe this legislation is an important step in reaching this goal. Selfhelp’s older and disabled 

clients often report dangerous intersections to our staff, and today I would like to share a few 

suggested intersections for DOT’s consideration with implementing Barnes dance pedestrian 

crossing systems.  

 

In Forest Hills, Queens, Queens Boulevard is often referred to as the “avenue of death” due to the 

short walk time to cross the street and heavy traffic at the intersection of Yellowstone and Queens 
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Boulevard. Members of Selfhelp’s Austin Street Senior Center express concern about crossing the 

street and must wait for multiple rounds of lights in order to complete the cross safely.  

 

In Kensington, Brooklyn, the intersections of Church Ave with Ocean Parkway and McDonald 

Avenue are especially difficulty for seniors and the disabled. There are numerous lanes of traffic 

with cars moving at high speeds, frequently resulting in dangerous accidents. The seniors who 

live in this area and are clients at our Selfhelp office often comment that they are scared to cross 

the road out of fear that the cars will not see them when turning.   

 

In Flushing, Queens, Kissena Boulevard is often referred to as the “boulevard of death” by local 

residents due to the high rate of deadly accidents. Members of the Selfhelp Innovative Senior 

Center are fearful that they will not be able to safely cross the street because the cars go so quickly 

and the lights are so short.  

 

Seniors are the fastest growing population in New York City. We must do everything possible 

to make New York City accessible and safe for all its citizens. This includes developing traffic 

patterns and crosswalks that accommodate the needs of seniors and the disabled. We strongly 

encourage the passage of Intro 1177.  










